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SHOPTALK (54/01) 


In EPS 86.12.42, the particular part of the WCC responsible for the 
Singapore meeting was the Commission on Faith and Order. 


The World Alliance of YMCAs has a new, bi-monthly information bulletin, 
"Contact", available from 37 Quai Wilson, CH-1201 Geneva. 


A catalogue of publications is available from the Catholic Institute for 
International Relations, 22 Coleman Fields, London Nl 7AF. 


The latest in the WCC CCPD Documents series is Peace with Justice for 
Nicaragua (November 1986 / no. 8). A copy is available from WCC/CCPD, Box 
66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


Situation reports available from WCC/CICARWS (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20): 
Sudan emergency (no. 5, 1 December) 
Greece earthquake (no. 3, 3 December ) 
Kampuchea (no. 48, 14 November) 
Sudan appeal (asking for another 1.9 million US dollars; 11 November) 
Lebanon (no. 49, 7 November) 


The current issue (no. 94) of "Contact" (bimonthly of the WCC Christian 
Medical Commission, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) features an article by CMC 
Director Eric Ram, "Letting People Decide for Themselves". 


A tentative WCC calendar of meetings for 1987 is available from EPS. 


The current (January) issue of "International Review of Mission", a WCC 
quarterly, has as its theme, "The Future of Mission". A copy is available 
from WCC/CWME, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


New from WCC Publications (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20): 
"vital Ecumenical Concerns: 16 Documentary Surveys", by Ans Van der 
Bent (25 Swiss francs, 14.90 US dollars, 9.95 UK pounds). 
"God is Rice: Asian Culture and Christian Faith", by Masao Takenaka 
(8.90 Swiss francs, 4.95 US dollars, 3.50 UK pounds). It is number 30 
in the Risk book series. 


The World Alliance of YMCAs (37 Quai Wilson, CH-1201 Geneva) has published a 
book, “What is Apartheid". 


The new issues of the “Education Newsletter" and "Current Dialogue" are 
available from the WCC Education and Dialogue sub-units respectively (Box 66, 
CH-1211 Geneva 20). The first focuses on justice, peace, and the integrity of 
creation. The second includes articles on the meaning of dialogue, New 
Religious Movements, Muslim-Christian relations, evangelizing Jews, and 
inter-religious relationships in India. 


EPS deadlines in January (0800 GMT): 
Wednesday, 21 Friday, 23 Wednesday, 28. 
Weekly Tuesday deadlines resume in February. 


Corrigendum: In EPS 53/38, change the item numbered 86.08.92 to 86.12.92. 


If you ask to be on the list, EPS headlines will be telexed to you. We 
pay for that. You can then ask for texts of items you want. You pay for that. 


EPS printing: this issue, 15 January; next issue, 20 January. 


EPS appears about 45 times a year. 


COMMITTEE TAKES UP SEVERAL Ecumenical Press 
GLOBAL, ECUMENICAL ISSUES Service 87.01.01 


GENEVA - The 158-member Central Committee of the World Council of Churches met 
for nine days at WCC headquarters here (16-24 January). The committee governs 
the WCC between its assemblies, every eight years. The committee last met in 
Buenos Aires in August 1985 [EPS 52/27,28,29,30]. 


Among items on the committee agenda were plans for the next WCC assembly (the 
seventh, set for Canberra, Australia, in early 1991), a 1989 World Conference 
on Mission and Evangelism, and an end-of-decade convocation on "justice, 
peace, and the integrity of creation". 


Also covered in material prepared for the meeting were developments in the 
wake of the 1982 theological convergence document on baptism, eucharist, and 
ministry (BEM) [EPS 49/2]; issues related to "the unity we seek"; and study 
programmes on "my neighbour's faith and mine" [EPS 86.08.108], and "young 
women doing theology". There were also reports on youth, "adult basic 
education", effects on the church around the world of the UN Decade for Women, 
and WCC work in biblical studies. 


Among subjects of hearings were finance, Roman Catholic relationships, issues 
in Faith and Order, new religious movements, nuclear safety, Urban Rural 
Mission, southern Africa, Chile, "international food disorder", church 
renewal, and last November's consultation on inter-church aid, refugee, and 
world service [EPS 86.11.55,56,57,58,59; 12.01,25,40]. 


The committee heard reports from WCC Moderator Heinz Joachim Held and General 
Secretary Emilio Castro, noted 40th anniversaries of five parts of the WCC 
(work with refugees and youth, the Ecumenical Institute at Bossey, Commission 
of the Churches on International Affairs, and Ecumenical Church Loan Fund), 
and dedicated a new (fourth) wing of the Ecumenical Centre building. 


There were special sessions on the church in Switzerland, youth, and 
communication. Committee members and others here for the meeting visited 
Swiss parishes on Sunday, and took part in a Geneva-wide ecumenical service of 
prayer for Christian unity at the principal Reformed church building here. 
They also marked the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity during their daily 
morning worship. 


Before the Central Committee meeting, its 27-member Executive Committee met 
for three days. Among issues before it were visits to the 300-plus WCC member 
churches in about 100 countries; statements on some "public issues"; this 
year's consultation on "resource sharing"; vacancies and other issues related 
to membership of WCC committees, commissions, and working groups. 


Also, staff appointments and re-appointments; personnel policies, including 
procedures for renewal and non-renewal of staff contracts, and the rule which 
limits many WCC employees to 10 consecutive years on its staff; budgets for 
this year and next; Christian-Marxist dialogue; revised criteria for WCC 
relationships with banks doing business in South Africa; and a _ proposed 
"Visser 't Hooft Endowment Fund for Ecumenical Leadership Development". - EPS 


This item is based on documents prepared in advance for these meetings. 
Updates are scheduled for EPS issues to be mailed 20, 22, and 26 January. 
Information is also available by phone and/or telex. In general, the EPS 
office is staffed (daily except Sunday) from 7h30 till 18h30 GMT through 24 
January. 


PRIMATE: US ORTHODOX UNITY Ecumenical Press 
"VERY DIFFICULT’ TO ACHIEVE Service 87.01.02 


SYOSSET (New York/US) (Tracy Early) - The Orthodox Church in America (OCA) is 
moving forward with its program of mission outreach to a non-Orthodox culture, 
but finds advancing towards its goal unity among US Orthodox "very difficult", 
the OCA's primate said in an interview at its headquarters here. 


Metropolitan Theodosius, chosen in 1977 as the OCA's first US-born head, was 
interviewed as workers proceeded with refurbishing the donated estate building 
in the New York metropolitan area where it placed its offices some years ago, 
and where it has decided to remain. 


The OCA's triennial All America Council, last August in Washington, had 
evangelization as a principal theme, following up a new campaign for "church 
growth" voted at the 1983 council. "This will be a long-range program", 
Theodosius said. "A lot of people don't know how to do evangelism. We have 
to get back to the basics and teach them. We also have to convince the laity 
that this is their responsibility too." 


Human rights was another topic of the council, and it established October as 


an annual month of prayer for all who are oppressed. "We're trying to keep a 
balance on human rights and not just point a finger behind the Iron Curtain or 
focus on Orthodox being persecuted", Theodosius’ said. "Others are 


persecuted, too, and have to be given support". 


But Theodosius gave a sombre assessment of the OCA's attempt to become the 
vehicle of a united and indigenously American Orthodoxy. That was the hope 
in 1970 when the Moscow Patriarchate gave the OCA autocephaly (independence), 
but this action is still not formally recognized by several Eastern Orthodox 
jurisdictions, including the Ecumenical Patriarchate in Istanbul. 


Nor did Theodosius see much progress otherwise. "There is a lot of emphasis 
on nationalism in Orthodox jurisdictions here", he said. "They ask if you 
are Greek or Russian or what. T say I'm an American. But then they ask 


where your parents came from. And I say that's not important." 


The OCA includes a Romanian-American diocese, but the Romanian Patriarchate, 
Theodosius said, will not release an American diocese under its jurisdiction 
to unite with other Romanians in the OCA. "The mother church wants to keep a 
toehold in this country", he said. 


In 1983, Theodosius expected to develop joint programs with the Antiochian 
Orthodox Archdiocese of North America, but not much has been done. "That has 
sort of gone on the back burner", he observed. Disappointment has also come, 
he said, regarding expectations that the parishes choosing in 1970 to remain 
under Moscow would in time join the OCA. Although several have applied for 
transfer, he said, Moscow has not released any in the last three years. 


While working to become indigenous, the OCA does not ignore its ethnic 
heritage altogether. Theodosius said the OCA would observe the millenium of 
Christianity in what is now the USSR, and he would visit the Soviet Union for 
observances there. 


When Konstantin Kharchev, chairman of the Soviet Religious Affairs Council, 
visited the US recently, Theodosius met with him. He said Kharchev 
acknowledged mistakes in government treatment of religion during the Khruschev 
era and, while reaffirming the primary role of the party in Soviet society, 
sounded a new note in allowing a role for the church in dealing with such 
moral problems as alcohol abuse and family breakdown. - EPS 


THIRD WORLD THEOLOGIANS Ecumenical Press 
MARK TENTH ANNIVERSARY Service 87.01.03 


OAXTEPEC (Mexico) (T.K. Thomas) - "Commonalities and Divergences in Third 
World Theologies'"' was the theme of the second general assembly (here, 7-14 
December) of the Ecumenical Association of Third World Theologians (EATWOT). 
The gathering marked its 10th anniversary. 


About 70 delegates and a few observers attended the assembly, for which the 
chief input consisted of background papers from Africa, Asia, and Latin 
America, dealing with common and divergent political, economic, religious, and 
cultural challenges to the three regions; and similar and different 
theological methodologies, issues, and orientations. 


Delegates denounced the US role in the "neo-colonial situation" of third-world 
peoples, the power and activities of transnational corporations, and "cultural 
aggression". They also condemned racism, notably apartheid in South Africa, 
and supported women's liberation and the people of Nicaragua, "suffering 
aggression by external forces". 


At the meeting, there were long discussions on constitutional proposals, 
complicated by the fact that some members were convinced EATWOT already had a 
constitution. The new EATWOT officers are Sergio Torres (president, Roman 
Catholic Church in Chile), K.C. Abraham (vice-president, [United] Church of 
South India), Teresa Okure (secretary, Roman Catholic Church in Nigeria). For 
the first time, the assembly included participants from South Africa and US 
ethnic minorities. 


Two EATWOT commissions - on church history from the perspective of the poor 
and victimised, and on feminist theology - have been active. A delegation of 
third-world theologians visited China under EATWOT auspices last May. 


Though regions have undoubtedly challenged, corrected, and enriched one 
another, tensions have also surfaced between and among regions, theologies, 
individuals, and interest groups. In a moving intervention, Peruvian Gustavo 
Gutierrez lamented what he saw as a decline in theological concern, and a 
life-style inappropriate to the poor in whose name they gathered. The 
assembly seemed only to follow his advice to "go into the depths of our 
concerns and issues" during worship, not in plenary discussions. - EPS 


African church council seeks funds for assembly EPS 87.01.04 
NAIROBI - The Executive Committee of the All Africa Conference of Churches, 
based here, is looking for 483,000 US dollars to help cover costs of the AACC 
Fifth General Assembly, in Lomé (Togo) next 18-25 August. Its same "stormy" 
meeting also discussed personnel, finance, and administrative matters, 
reported Africa Church Information Service, and voted to put AACC General 
Secretary Maxime Rafransoa on compulsory leave. About the same time, 
Rafransoa announced his resignation [EPS 86.12.73]. - EPS 


WCC's Castro urges reconsideration on Tamil deportation EPS 87.01.05 
GENEVA - In a message to Swiss President Pierre Aubert, World Council of 
Churches General Secretary Emilio Castro urged (13 January) the Swiss 
government to reconsider a reported decision to expel 32 Tamils. Castro says 
reports from church and other sources in Sri Lanka "convince us that the 
situation ... remains too dangerous to warrant the return of Tamils whose 
applications for asylum have been rejected". He notes "concern ... by many 
human-rights organizations that if returned against their will, these Tamil 
civilians may face arrest on political grounds, incommunicado detention, and 
ill-treatment or torture". Tamils are a minority in Sri Lanka, which has seen 
major inter-communal fighting in recent years. - EPS 


Church leaders suggest law changes to discourage drinking EPS 87.01.06 
LONDON - Changes in UK law to discourage drinking were suggested by a one-day 
conference of more than 100 church leaders from 16 denominations. The group 
urged stricter laws concerning drunken driving, increases in alcohol prices 
and taxes, and restrictions on alcohol advertising and sponsorship. ~ EPS 


Egypt releases Christians EPS 87.01.07 
SAN BERNADINO (California/US) - US-based Evangelical Press News Service 
reports that {four converts from Islam arrested last 24 April were released 
towards the end of last year. Never formally charged, they were accused of 
"despising Islam". The group included two Tunisians and two Moroccans. — EPS 


Cameroon Presbyterians celebrate 100 years EPS 87.01.08 
YAOUNDE (Cameroon) - The Presbyterian Church in Cameroon has marked the 100th 
anniversary of the arrival of pioneer missionaries from the Basel Mission in 
what is now Cameroon (23 December 1886). A rally in a government stadium to 
mark the anniversary was carried live on tv and radio — EPS 


Bank protest EPS 87.01.09 
STOCKHOLM - The doors to a major bank here were chained shut last month, and a 
cross carried from the Lutheran cathedral to the Riksbank (Swedish Central 
Bank) by a small group who described themselves as "Jesus followers, 
anarchists, and sympathisers who want to see an end to money-lending and 
usury". The group said its protest was the start of "Friends' Actions Against 
Big Banks", which will "continue everywhere, in anarchist style, until the 
world is free of debts". - EPS 


Swedish Ecumenical Council urges dismantling of nuclear plants EPS 87.01.10 
STOCKHOLM - The Swedish Ecumenical Council has urged that all nuclear power 
stations in Sweden be phased out rapidly. (The Swedish parliament has decided 
that all such stations are to be closed by 2010.) The council includes 
Lutheran, Reformed (Mission Covenant), Baptist, Methodist, Salvation Army, 
Pentecostal, Eastern Orthodox, and Roman Catholic participation. - EPS 


Danish Reformation marked EPS 87.01.11 
COPENHAGEN - The 450th anniversary of the Reformation in the Danish church was 
marked (2 November) at a special service in the Lutheran cathedral here. - EPS 


Vatican orders approval removed from another sex-education book EPS 87.01.12 
ROCHESTER (New York/US) - In the second such action in four months, the 
Vatican has ordered a Roman Catholic bishop, in this case, Matthew Clark, 
based here, to remove his seal of approval from a sex-education guide. In a 
brief statement, Clark said the book, "Parents Talk Love: The Catholic Family 
Handbook About Sexuality", may create "confusion in such areas as [church 
teaching about] contraception, homosexuality, and masturbation". - EPS 


More church work asked with ‘drifting young people' in Hungary EPS 87.01.13 
BUDAPEST - Hungarian Church Press reported last month that Hungarian 
ecumenical “reports, studies, and bits of information" suggest the need for 
‘more intensity ... in the work among drifting young people". In 1983, the 
Ecumenical Council of Churches in Hungary, which includes Reformed, Lutheran, 
Baptist, Methodist, and Eastern Orthodox participation, established a "mission 
among drifting young people", now staffed by two young pastors. - EPS 


China lifts ban on travel to island where Francis Xavier died EPS 87.01.14 
MACAO - China has lifted a 37-year ban on travel to Shangchuan Island, about 
150 kilometres southwest of here, where Jesuit missionary Francis Xavier died 
434 years ago. Church officials quoted a local Chinese official as saying 
"China's open-door policy in religious affairs is a reality on the island. 
Christians are welcome to worship" at the site of the saint's death. - EPS 


ECUTEXT: "Understanding the Person and Work of Christ in India" EPS 87.01.15 


This is excerpted from a declaration prepared by a consultation (7-10 
October) organised by the Centre for Peace and Justice at Kanyakumari (India). 
Among participants were [United] Church of South India bishops and a Salvation 
Army officer. 


--. In India, where there are people of many faiths living and working 
together, we find that Christian communication must take place only in a 
Spirit of openness. This spirit of openness compels us to recognise that 
people who adhere to other faiths also are people of God and in their own ways 
are being used by God in carrying out ultimate purposes. 


The above recognition does not rule out the distinctiveness of any faith nor 
its distinctive insights, self-understanding, sacraments, traditions, value 
perceptions and cultural modes of expressions. Therefore, there is a great 
deal of opportunity for mutual enrichment as well as for mutual challenge. 


We must be willing to learn, willing to share, open to be challenged and ready 
to challenge. It is with this assumption we would now turn to assess more 
specifically how Christ has been perceived, and how he should be represented. 


We find that, within the Bible itself and in the subsequent history, there is 
a variety of Christologies [teaching about Christ]. This variety arose as a 
result of attempts to present Christ in a meaningful way in different 
cultural, religious, socio-ecomomic and political contexts. 


In the present day, however, except for the religious perception that Christ 
is the mediator between God and the believer, all other aspects have been lost 
sight of, for we have failed to contextualise Christ. Nevertheless, several 
attempts at understanding the significance of Christ have been made by a few 
people and groups. Therefore, as we set out to formulate a= relevant 
Christology, our first task has to be to take note of some of these attempts. 


In this respect, we limit our scope to the three different models of 
indigenous Christology presented to us, namely: 


1) The Reception Model in which Advaita categories are accepted and used as 
they are understood by Hindus. 


2) The Reinterpretation Model in which Advaita categories are reinterpreted to 
suit Christian understanding of God as personal. 


3) the Hindu Model in which Hindu scholars' attempts to understand Christ are 
taken note of. 


Although it is very difficult to say which one of these must be our model, we 
can point to a few positive insights emerging out of all three models: 


1) The interpretation of Jesus' word "I and my Father are one" using "Aham 
Brahmami [= "I am Brahman", one of the Great Sayings of Hinduism] paves the 
way to overcome the age-long rigid distinction maintained between divinity and 
humanity. 


2) The emphasis on detachment and renunciation may be seen to speak relevantly 
to the increasing craving for amassing wealth and the growing attachment to 
material possessions. 


3) The possibility for understanding the concept of Trinity in terms of Sat, 
Chit Ananda [= "Being, Consciousness, Bliss", a Hindu triad]. ... - EPS 


ECUTEXT: "Indian Church Message to the Community at Large" EPS 87.01.16 


This item is excerpted from a message approved by the Sixth Synod of the 
[United] Church of North India (Delhi, 3-9 October). The synod also chose 
Din Dayal, CNI bishop of Lucknow, as CNI moderator for the 1986-89 period, 
urged that the numbers of women and youth on CNI decision-making bodies be 
increased, and approved "an affirmation of faith and commitment" - "not as a 
substitute to the ... Apostles Creed and the Nicene Creed", but as a CNI 
"faith response to the contemporary Indian context". 


... 4. We record our deep concern also over the national scene. The country 
has been subjected to communal violence, terrorism, extremism and religious 
fundamentalism. All of these have contributed to the threat to our national 
integrity and to our very survival as a nation. 


5. During the last triennium, the nation has had to face many a tragic 
event: the Bhopal tragedy, the Punjab conflict leading finally to the 
assassination of the former prime minister, the late Mrs Indira Gandhi, to 
communal violence in Delhi during the aftermath of her assassination, the 
killing of the Sant Harcharan Singh Longowal, the daylight murder of General 
Arunkumar Vaidya, the recent attempts on the lives of Prime Minister Rajiv 
Gandhi and the Director-General of Police in Punjab, Mr J. F. Ribeiro and 
innumerable other killings of innocent people. 


6. We note with concern that atrocities on the Dalits and women have 
continued to take their toll. The cancer of casteism is eating the nation 
from within. The Dalits in Bihar and in Baramati in Maharashtra were 
subjected to inhuman horrors. 


Our women do not feel safe. The dowry system, the devadasi system, and tlie 
like, rob the Indian woman of her honour and dignity. It is with deep 
concern that we note the setback received by the cause of women because of the 
government of India's unhealthy compromise with the religious fundamentalism 
of a certain section of the Indian society. 


7. The country is also being weakened by the secessionist tendencies of 
certain ill-advised groups, by the unchecked growth of population, by rampant 
corruption, the problems of unemployment and poverty, our lack of sensitivity 
to ecological balance and the ever-growing consumerism promoted by the mass 
media. 


There is a growing frustration among our youth. The youth power should be 
used to build up an equitable and just society. 


8. While supporting the new education policy of the government for some of 
its progressive features, we also maintain that the creation of a value~based 
society should be the chief aim of our new education policy. 


9. We deplore racism, casteism, terrorism, extremism, secessionism, 
corruption and communalism in all their varied forms in our society in the 
country and in the global community. 


10. We stand by those who are oppressed, the downtrodden, the marginalised, 


the victimised and those subjected to injustice - both in this country and in 
the world. 


1l. We stand for human dignity based on justice, equality and goodwill. We 
stand for human rights and support the demand for uniform civil code. 


12. We also support all progressive movements that seek human liberation. - EPS 


ECUTEXT: "Asian Women: Issues Today" EPS 87.01.17 


This item was prepared in connection with an ecumenical meeting, 1-7 December 
in Bangkok, sponsored by the Sub-unit on Women of the World Council of 
Churches, and the Women's Desk of the Christian Conference of Asia. 


A new wind is blowing: The women's movements are unfolding in Asia, and this 
brings to the world new meanings and new hope. 


This was the common discovery of 40 women from 12 countries in Asia, the 
Pacific, Australia, Aotearoa [New Zealand], North America, and Europe who 
participated in the Asian Regional Consultation on Justice, Peace and the 
Integrity of Creation .... 


The focus was on ‘militarism and its effects on Women'. ... The consultation 
brought together women activists engaged in these issues, coming from 
different religious backgrounds, different social and political systems, to 
dialogue on the issues, analyse the root causes, and explore how they relate 
to class, caste, race, ethnicity. 


For the first time in the region, women challenged increasing militarisation 
and nuclearisation in Asia and the Pacific, and their effects on women. It 
was also the first time for women from Laos and Vietnam to join with their 
Asian sisters in discussing these issues. 


In ‘sister groups' women shared case studies from their own contexts and 


affirmed their common concerns. The magnitude of prostitution in many Asian 
countries is directly linked to both the US military bases and expanding 
tourism. Poverty has pushed many young village women with little or no 


education or skills to the cities and dehumanising jobs. 


The 'exposure' to Patpong area (red light district) in Bangkok revealed the 
helplessness and degradation of women. Under militarist societies, sex 
torture, particularly of political detainees, was exposed as one of the means 
of repression of women, as cited in case studies from Korea, Sri Lanka, and 
the Philippines. 


Women are increasingly marginalised and exploited as cheap labour, often 
endangered by occupational hazards affecting their health while working in 
factories operated by multi-nationals and free trade zones. 


Coercive political regimes together with major powers in the name of ‘national 
security’ continue the violence against the people. The Pacific has become a 
testing ground for nuclear devices and the dumping ground for nuclear waste, 
exposing the people to short and long-term effects of genetic radiation and 
destroying their environment and the source of their livelihood. 


We heard about the Maori people's continuing struggle for land and cultural 
rights being denied them since colonisation. The guarantees in the treaty of 
Waitangi [or New Zealand] in 1840 for the full exclusive and undisturbed 
possession of their lands, estates, fisheries, '‘'taonga' (any treasured 
possession) including the Maori language has not been honoured. For the 
Maori woman, denial of these rights and alienation of land affect her 
Spirituality and well-being. 


The Bhopal tragedy [in India in late 1984], in which women and children were 
the worst victims, made us raise questions on alternative forms of energy and 


technology. 


over 


women/2 


In Okinawa, Japan, the people of Shiraho are struggling against the proposed 
construction of a huge airport at the expense of coral reefs and people's 
livelihood. 


In Vietnam and Laos, women are suffering from the aftermath of war. They 
undergo economic difficulties and many have been affected by the effects of US 
chemical warfare. 


The resurgence of fundamentalism and communalism, particularly in India and 
Pakistan, have been manifested in the institutionalized discrimination against 


women. 


These issues and their interlinkages came out clearly and strongly during 
sharing in small groups and sub-regional group discussions. 


In plenary, the participants attempted to weave together the specific 
experiences with the global issues, and the present with the future. 


What are the signs of hope in this dismal picture? In groups we see this 
taking on different forms: 


It means further exploring of alternative development models that say "NO:" to 
capital-intensive development and technology that exploits people. 


It means building a new perspective based on people's struggles and the 
experience of women that will empower women for change. 


It means building a model that is less exploitative of nature, that places 
human development, dignity and justice first; a model that includes new 
social relationships, a quality of life that humanizes, equality between the 
sexes, power that is used to encourage or develop a feminist perspective of 
creativity within ourselves and our ways of working with others, and in the 
movements (a few examples [of which] are the peace movements in Japan, the 
Chipko movement of women in India, [and] the movement for [a] nuclear-free and 
independent Pacific). 


On a more specific level the participants suggested and reaffirmed the need 
for strengthening local struggles, for increasing dialogue between women of 
Vietnam and Laos and the rest of Asia. 


They also asked the WCC to facilitate the meeting of church women from North 
and South Korea; to develop feminist theology on the “integrity of creation". 


A suggestion was also made to explore the possibilities of setting up an Asian 
Women's Commission on Human Rights, convinced that women have a significant 
contribution to make towards justice and peace. 


The call for regional and international solidarity was strongly expressed 
through women-to-women exchanges, exchange of information on activities. 


The most encouraging sign of hope was that the participants expressed a firm 
determination to create a new political world order. Women's movements must 


begin to move outside the existing patriarchal power structures and create new 
ways of working that empowers all. - EPS 


ECUTEXT: ‘Ecumenical Declaration on Namibia" EPS 87.01.18 


The following is excerpted from a statement adopted by the Interconfessional 
Consultation on Namibia, in Hannover, 23-25 November [EPS 86.12.44]. It was 
Signed on behalf of the consultation by Namibian Lutheran Bishops Kleopas 
Dumeni, and Hendrik Frederik, Namibian Roman Catholic Bishop Bonifatius 
Haushiku, Namibian Anglican Bishop James Kauluma, and South African Roman 
Catholic Archbishop Denis Hurly (of Durban), president of the conference of 
southern African Roman Catholic bishops. Hurley chaired the consultation. 


--. Unity of faith and purpose in our communions in Namibia was emphasized 
over and over again in our consultation. We were able to say to the church 
and government leaders during our visitation to the capitals [of 10 west 
European and North American countries] that we represented the growing 
conviction of over 75 percent of the people in Namibia who suffer oppression, 
injury and death every day at the hands of the racist apartheid regime of the 
Republic of South Africa, which has ruled Namibia illegally for the past 20 
years, and continues to do so today. 


The people of Namibia suffer in these ways because they struggle for the 
freedom and independence which is rightfully theirs. In a special way, the 
church suffers persecution for its commitment to justice and peace. We 
humbly recognize the sacrifice made by countless Namibians in past years who 
have been engaged in the struggle for many years, as well as the important 
role played by host communities to Namibians in exile in the Frontline States 
[bordering South Africa]. 


In the north of Namibia, where over half the population lives, a dusk-to-dawn 
curfew imposed for the last eight years has caused untold suffering and 
death. This is also the primary area of operations of the South African 
army, which occupies the land illegally, and is responsible for murder, 
maiming, rape, and destruction of property. 


The forced conscription of Namibians into a so-called territorial force to 
fight their own fathers and mothers, brothers and sisters has, in addition, 
disrupted family life and the education of youth. 


Prolonging this desperate situation is an administration illegally imposed on 
Namibia by South Africa, known as the Interim Government, which has resulted 
in a further delay of the implementation of UN Security Council Resolution 435 
(1978), designed to bring genuine independence to Namibia, and to which South 
Africa has agreed, though it continues to block its implementation. 


Instead of independence and the ability to determine their own future, the 
Namibian people continue to suffer from a violation of their human rights such 
as restrictions on freedom of speech, assembly, and movement within the 
country, travel abroad, visits by colleagues from other countries, and the 
like. 


We appeal to the churches within Namibia and outside, and to governments, to 
renew their commitment to the liberation of Namibia, to speak and act on its 
behalf, so that independence may be realized at an early date and an era of 
justice and peace may begin. 


We fervently ask that prayers be said in worship services and in homes for 
those who daily suffer in Namibia and in exile. We appeal that the 
ecumenical witness expressed in this consultation be strengthened by joint 
witness of Christian communions in all parts of the world. —- EPS 


ECUVIEW/J. Howard Barclay: "Christian Mission in Nepal" EPS 87.01.19 


Barclay is executive director of the United Mission to Nepal, which is 
supported, among others, by the [United] Church of North India, Mennonite 
Central Committee, [US-based Anglican] Episcopal Church, United Church of 
Canada, [US-based] United Methodist Church, and Presbyterian Church (USA). 
This is excerpted from an item which appeared in Hong Kong-based Asia Lutheran 
Press Services (26 November). 


The state religion in Nepal is Hinduism, to which about 90 per cent of the 15 
million Nepalese adhere. Next come Buddhists (about 5 per cent) and Muslims 
(about 3 per cent). There are a few thousand Christians. The Nepalese 
constitution says "no person shall be entitled to convert another person from 
one religion to another", and some Christians have been in legal difficulties 
in Nepal in recent years because of activities which authorities considered 
unconstitutional. 


.-.eIn June 1985 we were delighted that the government was prepared to agree 
to an extension for another five years of our general agreement to work in 
Nepal. There were many comments of appreciation of what UMN is doing although 
we do know that there are some expressions here and there of concern on the 
basis of our being a Christian mission. 


However, the strong expression of appreciation and goodwill came through very 
strongly. We thank God for this. At the same time there are a number of 
sub-agreements which are still pending. Some of these have been worked on for 
a matter of years and we are still waiting for the final answer. ... 


[We need] people prepared to spend longer time with us in Nepal. There are 
leadership roles especially where we need long term people who will carry 
responsibility over a period of time. This gives continuity and strength. 


«+. The leaders of the church [in Nepal] for the most part warmly welcome and 
encourage us to be part of the fellowship of God's people. They do ask, 
however, if we would bear in mind the need for an expression of our oneness 
with them in new ways, e.g., in their suffering. We hold this as an area of 
responsibility which we seek to fulfil. 


Thank God for the growth of the church in this country. At the same time there 
is need for prayer that within that church there might be a continuing unity 
of spirit. How often we see those areas of tension which on occasions have 
actually led to division which can so easily lead to a weakening of its 
fellowship and witness. 


There is also a great need for literacy throughout the church as well as 
leaders as so many congregations have no real leadership and certainly no 
trained pastors. ... 


In a recent study of the needs of our personnel across the mission one of the 
frequent areas of frustration was expressed in the lack of language ability. 
-.. Work pressures are high on the list of frustrations. Insufficient workload 
was one of the least felt areas of need. There is a specific study being 
carried on now to discover ways we can reduce the pressure of work. There are 
a number of ways in which it can be done but we need to know the right ways. 


There has been an expressed need recently for a deeper spirit of prayer in our 
projects from headquarters right through UMN. Would you pray that we shall 
know how to respond and above all how to make the necessary time available to 
pray together. We constantly need to watch our private devotions. ... - EPS 


ECUVIEW/Alan P.F. Sell: "Reflections on Assisi" EPS 87.01.20 


Sell is theological secretary at the Geneva-based World Alliance of Reformed 
Churches. He was one of the participants in the day of prayer for peace 
convened by the pope in Assisi [27 October; EPS 86.10.121]. This is excerpted 
from a longer item. 


.-.There were many brightly-robed figures (I and some of my Protestant 
colleagues were the least photographed of all!); there was intense cold; there 
were cheering crowds - especially when Mother Teresa of Calcutta came into 
view. But above all there was the serious and hopeful business of prayer. 
There could have been no more appropriate venue than the town of Clare and 
Francis, whose peaceable lives were such an influence for good. 


Many thoughts went through my mind during the day. What is the ecclesiological 
significance of the fact that the Christians could join as they did for 
prayer? On what philosophical basis do Christians gather with others in common 
causes? What is the theological significance of this interreligious meeting? 
No doubt these questions will occupy us for some time to come. But the most 
important thing is that prayers were offered and that God hears and answers 
prayer. 


Something else struck me during the period of Christian prayer. When Paul 
Kraybill, general secretary of the Mennonite World Conference, went up to 
deliver the prayer assigned to him I recalled that among the many 450th 
anniversaries of this year (Calvin's Institute, the Genevan Reformation, the 
martyrdom of Tyndale) is that of Menno Simons' withdrawal from the Roman 
Catholic Church and his joining the Anabaptists. 


Now here was Paul whose church takes Menno's name and maintains its peace 
witness, sharing in a peace service in a Roman Catholic cathederal. It 
reminded me forcibly that our quest for peace is at one with our dialogues 
with those of other Christian families. For we need peace within the church if 
the church is truly to be a sign of God's peace to the world. ... - EPS 


ECUVIEW/William J. Danker "Christian Influence in Japan" EPS 87.01.21 


Danker is a retired seminary professor. This article appeared in longer form 
in "The Lutheran" magazine (19 November). 


In Japan it is very difficult to recruit people for baptism and regular church 
attendance. Many Western observers therefore tend to see Japanese culture as 
hopelessly resistant to Christianity. While such pessimism is understandable, 
Western-style yardsticks and statistics do not measure change in Japanese 
religion accurately. 


To begin with, Japan has no general religious custom resembling the weekly 
hour-long Christian worship complete with liturgy and sermon. More significant 
in the long run are such factors as festival, ritual, education, values, 
influence, art and indigenous leadership. 


Nakamura Hajime, prufessor of philosophy and religion at Tokyo University, has 
pointed out that Japanese people are not much interested in metaphysical 
theory and doctrine. They are attracted by truth embodied in a fascinating 
personality. 


Many Japanese are saying, "Jesus, yes; the Western-style church, no". Instead 
of abstract thought they look for a way of life. Interestingly, early 
Christians were known as "people of the way". over 


japan/2 


In a nation where the percentage of baptized church members is less than 1 per 
cent, the Bible has been the runaway number-one best seller ever since World 
War II. The World Christian Encyclopaedia reports that the Bible is found in 
50 per cent of Japanese homes. Many of today's Japanese pastors developed 
faith in Christ through the Japan Lutheran Hour and other Christian broadcasts. 


In Japan a religion can exert great influence without assembling large throngs 
for worship. For example, Confucianism penetrates and reinforces the structure 
of Japanese society. Yet, unlike China and Taiwan, Japan has only one or two 
Confucian temples and those are little used. Zen has been a powerful cultural 
force, yet if attendance at any kind of public meeting is poor the Japanese 
are likely to comment that the hall is "as empty as a Zen temple". Japanese 
Christians dislike large congregations. Churches with more than 50 members are 
likely to be seen as too large by Christians who prefer an intimate 
face-to-face fellowship. Japanese Christians maintain a very high level of 
giving, and women far outnumber men in worship sevices. 


Factors other than church attendance and membership statistics are most 
significant. For the first time in 400 years, by Japanese initiative, a 
Christian occasion is entering the community festival cycle - Christmas. 
Although not yet well understood, it is carving out a niche. A uniquely 
Japanese custom calls for a decorated Christmas keki (cake) in nearly every 
household. Christmas gift-giving is appreciated because it is "democratic". 
Anyone can give, in contrast to rigid New Year protocol that emphasizes giving 
by superiors. Each December Handel's Messiah is sung in concert by hundreds 
of choruses composed largely of the unbaptized. Johann Sebastian Bach is a 
favourite composer. 


For the first time in four centuries, again by Japanese initiative, 
Christianity is entering the ritual cycle. Young couples besiege churches in 
quest of a Christian wedding. One modest Tokyo chapel is the site for nearly 
1,000 weddings each year. Hasegawa Kiyoshi, a professor of English at a 
national university, explained the rise in Christian weddings with a 
disarmingly simple fact - "They can understand the words". In traditional 
weddings at the Shinto shrine few comprehend the archaic language. ... 


The creative Christian one per cent minority has been the salt of the earth in 
education. Christians today hold leading academic positions within every kind 
of Japanese educational institution. At least two postwar presidents of 
prestigious Tokyo University, still number one in the nation, were 
Christians. The number of Christian authors is out of all proportion to the 
small church attendance. Endo Susaku, winner of virtually every major literary 
award in Japan, is the most admired and widely read Christian writer. Miura 
Ayako also witnesses Christ through her bestselling novels. ... Watanabe Sadao 
is "Japanizing" biblical art with traditional materials and techniques that 
come from the people. 


At least three postwar ministers of Japan have been Christians. In 1947 
Katayama Tetsu became the nation's first Christian premier. A lover of peace, 
he helped build a barrier that still stands against ... umrestricted 
conventional armed forces and a revival of militarism. Numerous prominent 
Christian political leaders, including Diet [parliament] members _ have 
championed such causes as labour unions, rural co-operatives and social 
welfare legislation. Evangelist Kagawa Toyohiko attracted the attention of 
Japan and the world to these concerns. His non-violence predated that of 
Gandhi, whom he criticized as advocating narrow nationalism. 


It is more important to weigh Japanese converts than to count them. - EPS 
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SHOPTALK (54/02) 


Children detained in South Africa: Copies of the April 1986 "Memorandum on 
the Suffering of Children in South Africa" by the Black Sash organization in 
South Africa, and of last November's speech in Stockholm, "Children Under 
Apartheid", by Audrey Coleman of the South African Detainees Parents Support 
Committee are available from WCC/PCR, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


Hunger/Drought in Africa: A final letter from the co-ordinator of the WCC 
Africa Drought Task Force, Tad Mitsui; and a resource packet on development 
and food issues in Africa is available from WCC/CICARWS Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 


20. 


The Argentine Committee for Refugees (Av. Juan B. Alberdi 2240, 1406 Buenos 
Aires) has produced a booklet (in Spanish) on its 13 years of work. The 
committee works on behalf of the Disciples of Christ, the [United] Evengelical 
Church of the Rio de la Plata, and the Methodists. 


A tentative WCC calendar of meetings for 1987 is available from EPS. 


The current (January) issue of "International Review of Mission", a WCC 
quarterly, has as its theme, "The Future of Mission". A copy is available 
from WCC/CWME, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


New from WCC Publications (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20): 
"Vital Ecumenical Concerns: 16 Documentary Surveys", by Ans van der Bent 
(25 Swiss francs, 14.90 US dollars, 9.95 UK pounds). 
"God is Rice: Asian Culture and Christian Faith", by Masao Takenaka 
(8.90 Swiss francs, 4.95 US dollars, 3.50 UK pounds). It is number 30 
in the Risk book series. 


The World Alliance of YMCAs (37 Quai Wilson, CH-1201 Geneva) has published a 
book, “What is Apartheid". 


The new issues of the "Education Newsletter" and "Current Dialogue" are 
available from the WCC Education and Dialogue sub-units respectively (Box 66, 
CH-1211 Geneva 20). The first focuses on justice, peace, and the integrity of 
creation. The second includes articles on the meaning of dialogue, New 
Religious Movements, Muslim-Christian relations, evangelizing Jews, and 
inter-religious relationships in India. 


The EPS 1986 index is now available on request. However, if you have 
requested the index in previous years, or have recently asked for copies, you 
are on our mailing list and a copy has been sent to you, so please do not 
re-request. 

EPS deadlines are usually on Tuesdays at 8h00 GMT. 

Corrigendum: In EPS 53/38, change the item numbered 86.08.92, to 86.12.92. 


If you ask to be on the list, EPS headlines will be telexed to you. We 
pay for that. You can then ask for texts of items you want. You pay for that. 


EPS printing: this issue, 19 January; next issue, 22 January. 


EPS appears about 45 times a year. 


{This item is embargoed until 22 January] 


RC-ANGLICAN GROUP: NO REASON FOR Ecumenical Press 
SEPARATION ON SALVATION DOCTRINE Service 87.01.22 
LONDON/ROME - The Second Anglican-Roman Catholic International Commission 


(ARCIC II) has concluded that "the Christian doctrine of salvation" is "not an 
area where any remaining differences of theological interpretation or 
ecclesiological emphasis, whether within or between our communions, can 
justify our continuing separation". 


The group's agreed statement (released 22 January) includes discussion of the 
doctrine of justification. That has been, it notes, "a cause of contention" 
between the two traditions. It observes, however, that "the balance and 
coherence of the constitutive elements of the Christian doctrine of salvation 
had been partially obscured in the course of history and controversy". 


"We believe", the 26 commissioners say, "that our two communions are agreed on 
the essential aspects of the doctrine of salvation, and on the church's role 
within it. We have also realised the central meaning and _ profound 
significance which the message of justification and sanctification, within the 
whole doctrine of salvation, continues to have for us today. 


"We offer our agreement to our two communions", they add, “as a contribution 
to reconciliation between us, so that together we may witness to God's 
salvation in the midst of the anxieties, struggles, and hopes of our world." 


Besides the church and salvation, the 32-paragraph document treats salvation 
and faith, justification, and good works. ARCIC is co-chaired by two English 
bishops - Cormac Murphy-O'Connor (RC) and Mark Santer (Anglican). - EPS 


DROP IN DOLLAR'S VALUE Ecumenical Press 
PROMPTS ‘SERIOUS CONCERN' Service 87.01.23 
GENEVA - The moderator of the finance committee of the World Council of 


Churches told members of the WCC Central Committee (16 January) that the 
recent decline in the value of the dollar is causing "serious concern." 
Moreover, warned J. Oscar McCloud, "We may have to interrupt a number of 
important activities if the churches and their agencies do not significantly 
increase their support to the WCC very quickly to compensate for this loss." 
(About 30 percent of WCC income, from several countries, comes in US dollars.) 


McCloud, executive director of the Fund for Theological Education (Princeton, 
New Jersey/US) and an ordained minister of the Presbyterian Church (USA), said 
even parts of the WCC which have traditionally received adequate amounts of 
designated contributions are "either drawing down or depleting their reserves, 
and therefore are sailing towards turbulent waters." 


He said the WCC needs as much as eight percent more revenue each year simply 
to "maintain current levels of programme activity, to avoid further staff and 
programme reductions, and to accommodate exchange loss and Swiss inflation". 


Provisional figures for 1986, McCloud said, show that for the fifth 
consecutive year, over-all WCC- income matches expenditures, with expenses at 
about 37.75 million Swiss francs (five percent below budget). In addition, 
the WCC was responsible last year for handling more than 45 million US dollars 
worth of emergency, relief, development, and inter-church aid around the 
world. More than 97 percent of financial support for the WCC comes from 
donors in 10 North Atlantic countries. - EPS 


WCC'S CASTRO URGES ‘SPIRITUALITY, Ecumenical Press 
SOLIDARITY, CONCRETE COMMITMENT ' Service 87.01.24 


GENEVA - "Spirituality, solidarity, and _ concrete commitment to the 
requirements of the Kingdom of God in the history of humanity" are three 
emphases which must be reflected in the life of the World Council of Churches, 
according to WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro. He was presenting his 
report to the 1987 meeting of the WCC Central Committee, at WCC headquarters 
here (16-24 January). 


Castro, an ordained minister of the Evangelical Methodist Church in Uruguay, 
said such a focus is not something new. "It represents our real raison d étre. 
... It is this dimension of worship and spiritual life that gives us the 
special privilege and responsibility of bearing witness to God in Jesus 
Christ. ... Evangelizing as proclamation of the liberating activity of God in 
Jesus Christ, and the invitation to experience communion or fellowship with 
him in the power of the Spirit, belongs to the very nature of our Christian 
identity", Castro said. 


Referring to a concrete manifestation in solidarity of “unity in the Spirit", 
he noted that it is expressed in a "a hostile world and has to face real 
difficulties". 


Christians, he said, must "consider the reality of a world divided by 
socio-political and economic barriers, where the factors of domination and 
dependence are a fact, so that we may not have any illusions in our mutual-aid 
arrangements. We are working within structures which are unjust and which 
have to be challenged and transformed." 


Within the context of power blocs and the mutual lack of trust dictated by 
them, Christians are challenged, Castro said, "to extend the hand of 
friendship, faithfulness, and love, prompted by faith, to take the risk as 
they seek to establish, on the basis of real ecumenical solidarity, structures 
of communication that will create confidence, and contribute to overcoming the 
objective factors which divide groups of human beings." 


As an example, he recalled the December 1985 meeting in Zimbabwe of church 
leaders from South Africa and western countries, who accepted a mutual 
“commitment to support each other in the common struggle to overcome the sin 
of apartheid". 


Castro also described the ecumenical movement as a missionary movement which 
lives in relation to the whole inhabited earth - for others and with others. 
"It is an expression of the priestly, diaconal, and prophetic calling of the 
church. ... It seeks the unity of the church in that eschatological and 
missionary perspective", he observed. 


Castro called a current WCC emphasis on "justice, peace and the integrity of 
creation" (JPIC) a tremendous challenge. He said it shows that “at the heart 
of our commitment to humanity’s actual history" is the "fundamental covenant 
with God in Jesus Christ". He said it brings before "all humanity the 
prospect of a Kingdom which is coming", and which Christians are called upon 
to "go to meet ... overcoming all those obstacles which today contradict the 
will of the [God the] Creator, Redeemer and Liberator". 


Moderator's report 


In his report, WCC Moderator Heinz Joachim Held urged a "fully committed [WCC] 
fellowship". He highlighted in particular JPIC and current concern for "vital 
and coherent theology" [EPS 86.03.39,40] in the council. - EPS 


PAPUA NEW GUINEA CHURCH SAID Ecumenical Press 
TO FACE CULTURAL RESISTANCE Service 87.01.25 


This item is abridged and adapted from Religious News Service. 


MADANG (Papua New Guinea) - The church in this South Pacific island nation, 
once a dominant institution, is now facing cultural resistance, some experts 
Say. 


At one time Papua New Guinea had more Western missionaries per capita than any 
other place. Even though more than 95 percent of the citizens are counted as 
Christians, some are turning elsewhere for answers. 


"Many have been baptized and taken a Christian name, and that is the extent of 
their ‘Christian understanding'", said R. Daniel Shaw of the School of World 
Mission in Pasadena (California/US) who worked in Papua New Guinea from 1969 
to 1981 with the Summer Institute of Linguistics. 


"Due to the 'pay back' system, some groups now feel they have been Christians 
for a period of time and have therefore ‘paid God back' for Christ's 
suffering." Consequently, he said in an interview, some groups are now 
exploring other avenues such as materialism and communism, or returning to 
their pre-conversion belief system. 


The drift from Christian belief, he said, has fostered a revival of 
traditionalism, including tribal fighting, cannibalism, and ancestor worship 
in some areas. 


"There is a lot of syncretism, a co-mixture of Christian ideas and animistic 
beliefs. While this is not unusual in such circumstances, it is an area that 
as missiologists we need to be aware of and assist national leaders as they 
work to overcome" it, he said. 


"Somehow the Christian message must be seen as relevant to their group 
interests and [must be] viewed as real from their perspective", he added, "not 
just a story about people in far off places a long time ago". 


Ennio Montavini, a Roman Catholic priest who has directed a recent research 
project on marriage and family life, said preliminary findings seem to be that 
New Guineans are in a state of transition without the old traditions to guide 
them, and with no new taboos to help them. 


The reports from grassroots discussions earlier this year with religious 
leaders and New Guineans indicate that divorce is on the increase, that 
children don't listen to their parents, that marriage is entered into without 
the support of the communities and that young people marry anyone they wish. 
Also, the migration to the cities from the bush has left many unemployed and 
without family support systems. The people, said Montavini, are demanding 
strong direction from the church, and strong laws from the government which 
would take the place of the old taboos. 


Of the three million Papua New Guineans, about one million are Roman Catholics 
and 700,000 Lutherans. Other Christians and adherents of traditional 
religions make up most of the balance. In some areas of the country, 
specifically the city of Goroka in the Eastern Highlands, ecumenism appears 


strong. The charismatic renewal movement has meant new life for many 
Christians. Most missionaries appear eager to turn over’ their 
responsibilities to local church workers. It seems likely, however, that 
many will be asked to stay on - at least for the foreseeable future - to 


continue as advisers and helpers and to train their successors. — EPS 


WEST-TO-EAST GERMAN CHURCH AID Ecumenical Press 
RAISES QUESTIONS OF DEPENDENCE Service 87.01.26 


This item, from Religious News Service, appeared in _ Lutheran World 
Information (14 January). It has been edited and abridged. 


BERLIN (William Downey) - More than 200,000 FRG (West German) marks flow every 
year from West German Evangelical (Lutheran, United, Reformed) Landeskirchen 
(regional churches) to their counterparts in the GDR (East Germany). 

Thoughtful Christians are increasingly raising questions about this dependence. 


At least half the amount, and in some years more than that, is used for 
building new church facilities and making major repairs. The GDR government 
gives permission for new church construction only if the building is paid for 


in FRG marks. Of greater concern is the fact that the regular budgets of many 
congregations and church agencies are heavily subsidized by Western money. 


In recent years there have been several large gifts from the West for special 
purposes. Recently a sum of 50 million marks made it possible for Evangelical 
pastors to enter the government's regular pension plan. Some years ago, FRG 
church sources gave 40 million marks to renovate the exterior and baptismal 
chapel of Berlin's Evangelical cathedral. 


The picture varies markedly from region to region. The Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of Saxony, the largest Landeskirche in the GDR, is largely independent 
of Western money for parish budgets. At the other extreme, GDR Evangelical 
congregations in this area receive about half their financing in FRG marks. 


The church in the GDR still calls its financing system a "church tax", but its 
method contrasts markedly with that practised in the FRG. There, as formerly 
in the GDR, the main support of churches comes from a tax paid by church 
members, fixed at nine percent of their income tax. It is withheld by the 
employer and forwarded to the church through the government finance office. 
That office is reimbursed by the church for administrative costs. 


In this way, the church automatically has access to income and tax information 
about each of its working members. Unpaid pledges are never a problem 
because the church tax is withheld before the church member is paid. 


With the coming of the communist government in the GDR, this system broke 
down. GDR church members are now billed for a percentage of their income, as 
estimated by the church. About half the members pay by mail, often sending 
less than requested. Others pay in person, and collectors go out to gather 
the remainder. 


"In practice, GDR churches take what people give and say 'thanks'", remarked a 
West Berlin pastor familiar with the situation in the East. "There are those 
who give more generously than they would in the West, especially retired 
persons who in the West pay no church tax because they aren't working", the 
pastor said. In many areas in the GDR, the church tax is collected by a 
regional organization that handles correspondence and employs the collectors. 


Most GDR Evangelical congregations in the Berlin area collect the tax through 
the city synod organization; administrative costs amount to about one-sixth of 
the income received. For the two congregations which collect their own tax, 
parish members do the collecting on a volunteer basis, the cost has gone down, 
and the collection visits have more of a pastoral character. This pattern 
has become typical in Saxony, and many persons feel that it goes a long way 


towards explaining why the bulk of the congregations there meet their local 
expenses without outside help. - EPS 


US CHURCH REPS STRESS Ecumenical Press 
SEVERAL PUBLIC ISSUES Service 87.01.27 


This item is abridged from Religious News Service. 


WASHINGTON (William Bole) - - Find out what Jay Lintner is doing over the next 
few months, and you'll have a glimpse of some of the major issues that will be 
coming before the 100th Congress. "Central America will be the biggest issue, 
by far, and the key question there is whether we could stop American funding 
to the contras", said Lintner, who directs the Washington office of the 
[Reformed] United Church of Christ. 


"Another big issue is South Africa’, added Lintner, who also serves as 
chairman of IMPACT, a national grassroots interreligious lobbying network 
sponsored by 18 national organizations. "We're also gearing up for a 
campaign to raise the issue of child poverty". 


Lintner, a jovial, former pastor of inner-city churches in California and New 
Jersey, plays a key role in what is known to many as the "church lobby". It 
is not an organization in itself but a collection of the major mainstream 
Christian and Jewish agencies with Washington offices. 


If the past year is any guide, this lobby will be a formidable influence on 
the 100th Congress (the US national legislature), which was elected late last 
year, and which began its work this month. The 99th Congress saw these groups 
lead the ultimately unsuccessful resistance to US funding for the contras, the 
military opponents of the Nicaraguan government. The 100-million-US-dollar 
aid package was cleared, but only after church lobbyists helped defeat an 
earlier contra aid package, and fight off the funds until late in the session. 


In a clear victory, religious forces in the capital helped secure economic 
sanctions against the white-minority government of South Africa. They were 
also widely credited with saving a provision for legalization of many illegal 
aliens contained in the landmark immigration reform package. 


In the similarly historic tax-reform bill passed by Congress, there was an 
elimination of taxes on most of the nation's poor - another initiative led 
primarily by church representatives. 


For 1987, Lintner and other religious activists plan to mount a dramatically 
escalated campaign against contra aid. Much of the action - including 
possible civil disobedience by national denominational leaders at the Capitol 
- will emanate from the United Methodist Building, which houses church offices 
across the street from the Capitol building, where Congress meets. Among 
larger denominations with offices there are United Methodists, Presbyterians, 
Episcopalians (Anglicans), and the United Church of Christ. 


The lobbyists will also seek to shift the focus of debate on South Africa from 
economic sanctions, which were won in the last Congress, to that government's 
involvement in the affairs of its neighbors. 


Other items on the churches' legislative agenda will include increased funding 
of child nutrition programs; long-range international development aid to help 
prevent future deadly famines in Africa; and the US farm crisis. Church 
groups will also seek to hold the line on military spending. 


While other issues will come up, on only a select few will the churches be in 
what is known in their social-action parlance as "campaign mode". The major 
campaign will begin on Ash Wednesday (4 March), the start for many Christians 
of the season of Lent. over 
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On that day, national leaders of major denominations plan to come to 
Washington to kick off a program called "Lenten Witness for Justice and Peace 
in Central America", said Lintner, whose office is co-ordinating it. The 
church leaders will demonstrate against aid to the contras, and may take the 
step of illegally trespassing inside the Capitol as an act of resistance. 


Unlike such actions at another favourite site of protest, the South African 
embassy, which tend to go unpunished, acts of civil disobedience at the 
Capitol have often led to prison sentences. 


Afterwards, on each following Wednesday in Lent, different denominations are 
to take turns sponsoring worship services and demonstrations, which are 
expected to coincide with debate in Congress on contra aid. 


Agreeing to co-sponsor the Lenten initiative, so far, have been the major 
denominations at the Methodist Building, as well as the American Lutheran 
Church and organizations of Roman Catholic nuns and priests. After Easter, 
there will be church and labor sponsorship for a rally (25 April) against both 
contra aid and the South African government. 


Just a few doors down from Lintner, Steve Clapp is working on issues that have 
less to do with war and violence than money and poverty. A spokesman for 
Interfaith Action for Economic Justice, Clapp is concentrating on, among other 
things, the increasingly complex and divisive question of farm aid legislation. 


"The religious community is divided on this point, not so much among the 
denominations as within them", he said in an interview at his office. Clapp 
said some church activists are inclined to support the proposed Save the 
Family Farm Act, which would essentially raise food prices to help farmers, 
while others feel such a move would hurt many consumers already burdened by 
heavy food bills. 


While the National Council of Churches has jumped out in front and supported 
the farm bill, Interfaith Action has held off on declaring a stand and will do 
what church groups do when they can't take action - hold a conference. The 
national church consultation on the family farm is to take place at the end of 
March. 


A bit away from the Capitol, in a converted printing building in a slightly 
rundown neighborhood, an ecumenical Christian lobby group, Bread for the 
World, is preparing a major national campaign to boost funding of a federal 
nutrition program for women, infants, and children (WIC). 


WIC will be the subject of Bread's annual "Offering of Letters", in which 
local congregations affiliated with the group send letters to Congress on 
behalf of a specific piece of legislation. The 42,000-member, anti-hunger 
group also plans to lobby for increased long-range development aid to Africa. 


In that same old printing house, Network, an 8,000-member Catholic lobby 
founded by nuns, will be pushing a wide-ranging agenda with the help of 
prominent Catholic legislators who work closely with the group. 


While together on most issues, the religious lobby becomes fragmented on 
others. This year, for instance, is expected to bring the usual conflicts 
over Medicaid funding of abortions, which is currently banned by Congress. 
And issues related to Israel and the rights of Palestinians are expected to 
continue dividing Jewish and mainstream Christian groups. - EPS 


ZIMBABWE METHODIST BISHOP j Ecumenical Press 
COMES HOME TO CONTROVERSY Service 87.01.28 


MUTARE (Steve Askin) - United Methodist Bishop Abel T. Muzorewa, promised to 
stay out of politics as he reclaimed leadership of his flock in Zimbabwe after 
15 months in the US. The bishop, former head of an opposition party, made the 
pledge while chairing the UM annual conference here (18-21 December). 


Former political adversaries responded with a friendly, if cautious, welcome 
home. At the same time, the bishop's return stirred anxiety among critics 
within the church, who contend his political activities have hurt United 
Methodism in this southern African nation. 


Though Muzorewa returned at a time when Zimbabwe's two main political parties 
are moving towards merger in a drive for "national unity", the bishop's former 
party is too small and weak to play any role in that process. 


Muzorewa has been United Methodist bishop of Zimbabwe since 1968. For most 
of that time, however, he has been best known as a politician. 


Muzorewa suddenly left Zimbabwe in July 1985 while the votes were still being 
counted for an election in which his United African National Congress ran 
fourth and lost its three seats in the 100-member parliament. 


He was seen at the time as a political exile, but Muzorewa says he was 
actually in the US for a renewal leave and sabbatical. 


In 1983-84 Muzorewa spent almost a year in jail without trial for allegedly 
plotting with South Africa against the government of Prime Minister Robert 
Mugabe, a charge the bishop steadfastly denies. 


In the early 1970s, when the white-minority Rhodesian Front held power, 
Muzorewa worked with the black nationalist opposition. Many blacks 
considered Muzorewa a traitor, however, after he entered a_ short-lived 
"internal settlement" with the front in 1978. 


Muzorewa became prime minister while whites kept control of the civil service, 
police, and a military known for its brutal violence against blacks. 
Guerrillas kept fighting and forced a new agreement which led to the 1980 
election won by Mugabe. 


Given this bitter history, conference delegates were surprised when two 
members of parliament from Mugabe's party made speeches welcoming Muzorewa 
back to Zimbabwe. Their message was clear: both said that the church needs 
Muzorewa's full-time services and pointedly praised him for quitting politics. 


Muzorewa told the conference he will still speak up “like any good citizen" 
and "as a prophet" on public issues, but not as a politician. 


Evangelization must be the church's top priority, Muzorewa emphasized. 
Because government "does not interfere with religious freedom", Christians 
have only themselves to blame if they fail to spread the gospel message, he 
said. 


In an interview after the meeting, he said his experience in the US, where 
"the church is getting cold, losing membership", taught him the importance of 
evangelization on an African continent which "is so ripe for harvest so far as 
preaching the gospel is concerned. 
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Muzorewa said the church should work with government on health, education and 
economic development. He said it must reduce dependence on foreign support, 
complaining that "we are still wretched beggars because we still go overseas. 
cap in hand, crawling on our knees, begging for money from Europe and America". 


Critics within the church doubt Muzorewa's ability to achieve these goals. 
His absence strengthened the church, said one Methodist minister, as 
Methodists who dropped away because of Muzorewa's politics flocked back to the 
church while he was away. Church collections more than doubled from the 
equivalent of 128,000 US dollars in 1984, Muzorewa's last full year here, to 
300,000 in 1986. 


Because of these worries, leaders of the US-based church reportedly tried to 
convince Muzorewa to stay in the US. The bishop confirmed he was offered 
early retirement and a teaching post at Central Methodist College, in Fayette, 
Missouri, but attributed it to concern for his safety on returning to Zimbabwe. 


The bishop said in an interview he regrets nothing in his political past and 
argued that the much criticized internal settlement "shortened by many years" 
the struggle for Zimbabwe's independence. 


"I got my Christian principles of reconciliation into that when everybody was 
saying ‘Smith is an animal, a devil'", Muzorewa said. 


Muzorewa said he would run for office again if he thought he could be elected 
prime minister. "y wanted to have the power to implement democracy and 
freedom", he explained. "Now that I do not have that opportunity it is my 
business to do what I can - the preaching and evangelization and speaking as a 
prophet." - EPS 


Jews meet German church reps EPS 87.01.29 

A recent first national-level meeting between FRG (West German) Jewish and 
Evangelical (United, Lutheran, Reformed) representatives was described as "an 
encounter that was long overdue" by the bulletin of the Evangelical Church in 
Germany (EKD). Among other things, the EKD report observed that "Jewish 
people cannot understand why ministers and parish councils ... fail to speak 
out in condemnation of anti-Semitic graffiti or desecration of Jewish 
cemeteries. Silence is bound to be interpreted as approval." Jewish 
participants also suggested that the "unique [actions against Jews during the 
Hitler Reich] must not be made to appear ordinary" by using words like 
"holocaust" or "final solution" in connection with "debates on current 
issues". [EPS] 


Two Dutch denominations in ‘state of reunion' EPS 87.01.30 
EDE (Netherlands) - A joint synod of the Netherlands Reformed Church and the 
Reformed Churches in the Netherlands (NHK and GKN) has declared that the two 
denominations are now in a "state of reunion", although individual GKN and NHK 
congregations are not obliged to pursue union locally. In 1990, the two 
denominations are to be asked to decide on a structural form for their 
reunited denomination. The joint synod also admitted the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church as a participant in the union process, "Together on the Way". [EPS] 


Farasani reported on hunger strike EPS 87.01.31 

VENDA (South Africa) - Simon Tshenuweni Farisani, a regional dean of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Southern Africa, reportedly began a hunger 
strike 1 January to protest his detention since 22 November. In recent years, 
he has been in detention three times, for a period of more than a year. Since 
his last detention, in 1981-82, he has widely recounted torture he suffered 
then. He has long vigorously opposed South Africa's race policies. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Emilio Castro: "The Ecumenical Movement Today" EPS 87.01.32 


This is excerpted from the report of the general secretary to the 1987 
meeting of the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches [EPS 
87.01.24]. 


Because we anticipate the Kingdom, we are called on to face the harsh 
realities of the anti-Kingdom in history. At times critical voices arise, 
even those of friends of the ecumenical movement, asking us to concentrate 
more on the theme of church unity, understood as a conceptual and doctrinal 
quest, and a certain forgetfulness of the situations of conflict in the world, 
where inevitably we run risks of division as a result of our diverging views 
which are full of ambiguity. The ecumenical movement, which recognizes its 
call to serve and proclaim the Kingdom of God, inevitably comes into conflict 
with the realities of oppression and alienation and domination. 


The WCC has never~sought scandal in itself, but faithfulness to Jesus Christ. 


Support for popular organizations, recognition of the poor as a theological 
category that conditions our church life, defence of the marginalized, the 
encounter in dialogue with other religions, the proclamation of salvation and 
fulness as God's promise and God's requirement for all society, the 
denunciation of the idolizing of ideologies, and of pleasure-worship, the 
defence of the cultural values of the peoples on the periphery, the 
affirmation of new forms of doing theology, Christian participation in the 
quest for solutions to the problems raised by science and technology - these 
and many other circumstances inevitably lead to conflicts and confrontations 
and to the risk of breaches. 


But essentially they correspond to our communion in the Spirit, our solidarity 
in the body of Christ, our expectant anticipation of the coming Kingdom. 


The church as a fellowship of prayer makes priestly intercession for the 
world. It affirms liberty in the mystery of the Creator God by denouncing 
oppression and proclaiming liberation of the oppressed. The church, as a 
family in solidarity, in which there is a full participation of every 
generation, of young and old and of men and women, lives to serve the human 
community and to be a catalyst of liberating actions. 


But the church, which recognizes its role in anticipating the Kingdom and 
proclaiming the saving will of God in Christ, is open to the signs of God's 
activity in others. It lives in a world which is pluralist in religion and 
increasingly aware of this pluralism. Just as it has found in the poor of 
the earth a challenge from God for the deepening of its own faith, its own 
commitment to love, so too it is invited to discover in those with other 
religious convictions their contributions to the common task of serving 
humanity as such. 


The role of the ecumenical movement in this ecclesial dimension is that of a 
servant, proclaiming to the world the justice of the coming Kingdom. The 
vitality of our theology will be shown by the way in which we daily manifest 
in our life the three dimensions of spirituality, solidarity and concrete 
commitment to the requirements of the Kingdom of God in the history of 
humanity. 


The WCC as such neither has nor can have an official theology, but its nature 
as an international forum has allowed it to perform a service of dissemination 
and encounter between the various kinds of theological reflection going on 
throughout the world today. ... — EPS 


ECUVIEW/Johannes Hempel: "Ecumenical Advances" EPS 87.01.33 


This is excerpted from the sermon preached at opening worship at the 38th 
meeting of the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches. Hempel is 
the Lutheran bishop of Saxony (GDR). This is a provisional translation from 
the German by the WCC language service. 


... ‘What exactly are we doing here?' Answer: We are following up God's 
action. In Christ, God himself has overcome the barriers dividing us from 
him! How then can we cling to our divisions? It simply isn't possible. 


God did not cut himself off from us. How then can we attach top priority to 
keeping others stricly apart from us? Friends here, enemies there; black 
here, whites there; poor here, rich over there; developed here, undeve Loped 
there; humans here, animals there! It just isn't possible. ... 


We are not engaged in trivialities here. We are in search of communion with 
one another. In virtue of the cross, to seek such fellowship is normal for 
Christians, indispensable for them, essential for God's rainbow-coloured 
people! ... Something really new has happened between us. ‘Therefore, if 
anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has passed away, behold 
the new has come' (II Corinthians 5:17). 


Can we say ‘Amen' to that? If so, what exactly is '‘new' about us ... [or] 
between us? Are we not still more serious .+.. more cautious, ... more 
distrustful than need be - just as we always were? The ineffectualness of 


ecumenical pronouncements, the downdrag of our own traditions, the backsliding 
from ecumenical breadth at Geneva, the blinkered ecclesiastical provincialism 
at home - are these not still all too familiar experiences? 


Nevertheless, something really new has happened between us. Something new, 
for example, in the attitude of churches to one another. Most of us here ... 
today would refuse to challenge the apostolicity of other member churches of 
the World Council, their authentic attachment to the Christian foundations, to 
Jesus Christ and the Triune God. Alas, we are not at one in all things. But 
there has been growth not just in moral respect but, above all, in respect for 
the ecclesial reality of other churches. Things were very different a few 
decades ago: we hardly knew each other. 


No one here will challenge the autonomy of the other churches. We are not 
looking for some sort of superchurch, an ecclesiastical world organization. 
What good would that do us? What we seek passionately is fellowship and 
communion with one another, living relationships. Our declared enemy is 
ecclesiastical complacency. Our struggle is for deep and genuine concern 
with and for one another, and for credible signs of fellowship and communion. 


... There has been growth, too, in our recognition of a common responsibility, 
namely, our calling as ambassadors of reconciliation in our time. We could 
certainly be daunted by this task. People will surely judge our message by 
our own failure to be reconciled to one another, by our clinging to divisions, 
by our fear of losing influence and security. Ecumenism simply won't work so 
long as we are mainly concerned for our own stability. Nevertheless, we are 
no longer back at square one. ... 


The struggle for spiritual unity is as inseparable from the struggle for 
greater justice on earth as are the two sides of one and the same coin. We 
know this; most of us here are persuaded of the truth of this. But this 
recognition is not all that old. 'The new has come:' (5:17). Not enough of 
the new, to be sure, but something of it certainly. Let us note that with 
gratitude, and take heart from it for further advances: ... - EPS 


ECUVIEW/Ghassan Rubeiz: "Christians in Israel & the West Bank" EPS 87.01.34 


This is excerpted from a longer report, available on request to Rubeiz, who 
is Middle East secretary at the World Council of Churches (WCC/CICARWS Box 66, 
CH-1211 Geneva 20). 


Israel and the Occupied Territories have a population of about 5.5 million, 
about one third of which is Palestinian (1.8 million). Of the six hundred 
thousand Palestinians who live in the West Bank about 15 percent are 
Christians (125,000); of the seven hundred thousand West Bankers about six 
percent are Christians (40,000). Gaza has only about one thousand Christians. 


About one of 10 Palestinians is a Christian. The Palestinian Christian is 
largely of the Orthodox faith, under the confessional jurisdiction of the 
Jerusalem Patriarchate, which also covers Jordan's Orthodox. The second 
largest Christian Community is Greek Catholic. Anglicans, Lutherans and 
Armenians are among the minority confessions. The Anglicans are active in 
social and educational services; they are bridge builders among communities 
and cultures in the region. 


The demographic centres of Christianity in the Holy Land are Nazareth 
(25,000), Bethlehem (15,000), Jerusalem (7,000), and Jaffa (4,000). 
Christians are scattered throughout the area in communities, such as Haifa, 
Lod, Ramlah and Acre; and in Arab West Bank cities such as Ramallah and 
Hebron; and in Arab villages of Galilee (North). 


There is a noticeable migration of Christians from the area, particularly from 
the occupied territories. Emigration for the Christian Palestinians is easier 
because they are more accessible culturally to the West. Muslim Palestinians 
seem to have a higher tenacity to the land, and higher tolerance of the 
political and economic situation. 


West Bank Christians are more vulnerable to emigration than Christians of 
Israel, perhaps because they are living in an area of an uncertain future. 
They are a minority within a minority. Christians of Palestine on the whole 
are very nationalistic and open to regional and world issues. 


Palestinian Christians are eager to be discovered as native Christians, as 
carriers of the torch of Jesus through the ages, as descendants of the 
apostles. Arab Christians have almost reached a stage of being "endangered 
species" who need protection in order to witness to Jesus Christ. 


The flood of tourists who visit the Holy Land do not usually have the chance 
to meet Palestinians and seldom realize the dynamics of their predicament. 
Tourists are less able to learn about Arab Christians of the area than they 
are able to learn about the general political situation. 


"Evangelicals" who come to the area with western conservative pastors 
purposely skip Arab scenes. They interpret Israel's history to their tourist 
groups within a framework of the Promised Land theology and the perspective 
that the Israelis of today are the "chosen people". 


Arab Christians are angered by western Christian theology which uses the Old 
Testament covenant, (applicable politically as it may have been in an ancient 
and different societal context), to justify current Israeli politics and 
military expansion. Palestinians feel that the West has considered the Jewish 
people as the "chosen" and the Palestinian as "refugees", a social problem to 
be handled by social workers. 
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There are many Jewish and western theologians who do not bake this nannew 
approach in defending Israel. Such liberal groups operate in "peace camps" 
in "dialogue" activities, in "interfaith" societies, but the outcome of ier 
work is limited and frustrating for a variety of reasons: 


1. In a highly tense and militarized society, moderate people tend to become 
marginalized and their work is often suspect. 


2. Stereotypes about "Arabs" and "Jews" are reinforced by politics of 
occupation and resistance. Arabs see occupation as "oppression", and Jews see 
resistance and struggle as "terror". The Jew becomes a "Nazi" to an Arab and 
the Arab a "terrorist" to a Jew. 


ana Regional mass media maintain the traditional adversary images of the two 
communities. Reconciliatory prophets have less chance than opportune 
politicians to gain the attention of television and newspapers. 


The good news is marginalized by the bad news. Bombs attract headlines, but 
messages of love are not popular reading. This is why Kahane is more heard of 
than Amos Oz and Abu Nidal is more known than Raja Shehadeh. (Oz is an 
Israeli novelist and Shehadeh is a Palestinian writer/lawye.) 


4. The dialogue and reconciliation groups tend to be isolated in academic 
circles and have been too timid to mix with the larger population. Arabs and 
Jews are separated by residence, by work place and by identity. There are few 
opportunities for adequate contact. 


Some Oriental Jews have recently discovered their similarities with their Arab 
brethren. This Jewish, majority community has great potential for future 
reconciliation. Can we hope for new Jewish prophets in this community? ... 


The churches should continue to support the MECC/WCC diakonia with the 
Palestinians, and support demands for self determination. The Palestinians 
should be free to set their programme priorities. External mandates of 
supporting church agencies should not overly interfere in local definition of 
needs and methods of service. 


The Palestinians we talked to want peace. They are tired of war. Although 
Palestinian leadership is inconsistent and too expedient, the key to 
activating the peace process is largely in the hands of Israeli rulers. 


There is no advantage for Israelis to delay peace. Arab leadership is now too 
weak and divided to take further steps toward moderation. Palestinians have 
suffered equally in Arab countries. The Palestinians' request for a state in 
the West Bank, Gaza, and East Jerusalem is a realistic shift from earlier 
demands for all “historic rights" 


The continuing annexation of the territories is a step backward in the peace 
process. The annexation is a slow war on those occupied. For Israelis to try 
to rule two million Arabs (35 percent of the population) is unreasonable, 
cruel, and against the welfare of Israelis of the future. 


The Palestinians have shown great tenacity in staying on their land, despite 
the occupiers' efforts to take away much of it. ... Where will this situation 
of rule by force lead to? We appeal to the mobilizers of the forces of love 
and life to lead us into a new era when the Palestinians and the Israelis will 
recognize each other's needs, history, and future. - EPS 
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SHOPTALK (54/03) 


Supplemental staff for Central Committee coverage: Connie Tarasar, managing 
editor of "The Orthodox Church," monthly newspaper of the Orthodox Church in 
America, helped prepare EPS coverage of the WCC Central Committee. 


WCC 87, an illustrated account of WCC programs and activities since January 
1986, is available from WCC Publications, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


Children detained in South Africa: Copies of the April 1986 "Memorandum on 
the Suffering of Children in South Africa" by the Black Sash organization in 
South Africa, and of last November's speech in Stockholm, "Children Under 
Apartheid", by Audrey Coleman of the South African Detainees Parents Support 
Committee are available from WCC/PCR, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


Hunger/Drought in Africa: A final letter from the co-ordinator of the WCC 
Africa Drought Task Force, Tad Mitsui; and a resource packet on development 
and food issues in Africa is available from WCC/CICARWS Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 
20. 


The Argentine Committee for Refugees (Av. Juan B. Alberdi 2240, 1406 Buenos 
Aires) has produced a booklet (in Spanish) on its 13 years of work. The 
committee works on behalf of the Disciples of Christ, the [United] Evengelical 
Church of the Rio de la Plata, and the Methodists. 


A tentative WCC calendar of meetings for 1987 is available from EPS. 


The current (January) issue of "International Review of Mission", a WCC 
quarterly, has as its theme, "The Future of Mission". A copy is available 
from WCC/CWME, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


New from WCC Publications (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20): 
"Vital Ecumenical Concerns: 16 Documentary Surveys", by Ans van der 
Bent (25 Swiss francs, 14.90 US dollars, 9.95 UK pounds). 
"God is Rice: Asian Culture and Christian Faith", by Masao Takenaka 
(8.90 Swiss francs, 4.95 US dollars, 3.50 UK pounds). It is number 30 
in the Risk book series. 


The World Alliance of YMCAs (37 Quai Wilson, CH-1201 Geneva) has published a 
book, “What is Apartheid". 


The new issues of the "Education Newsletter" and "Current Dialogue" are 
available from the WCC Education and Dialogue sub-units respectively (Box 66, 
CH-1211 Geneva 20). The first focuses on justice, peace, and the integrity of 
creation. The second includes articles on the meaning of dialogue, New 
Religious Movements, Muslim-Christian relations, evangelizing Jews, and 
inter-religious relationships in India. 


The EPS 1986 index is now available on request. However, if you have 
requested the index in previous years, or have recently asked for copies, you 
are on our mailing list and a copy has been sent to you, so please do not 
re-request. 

EPS deadlines are usually on Tuesdays at 8h00 GMT. 

Corrigendum: In EPS 53/38, change the item numbered 86.08.92, to 86.12.92. 


If you ask to be on the list, EPS headlines will be telexed to you. We 
pay for that. You can then ask for texts of items you want. You pay for that. 


EPS printing: this issue, 22 January; next issue, 26 January. 


EPS appears about 45 times a year. 


WCC COMMITTEE FURTHER RESTRICTS Ecumenical Press 
DEALINGS WITH SA-CONNECTED BANKS Service 87.01.35 


GENEVA - The. 27-member Executive Committee of the World Council of Churches 
has added three more criteria to five in effect since 1981 which restrict WCC 
dealings with banks doing business in South Africa. The committee action was 
announced during the meeting (here, 16-24 January) of the 158-member WCC 
Central Committee. 


The new criteria rule out-of-bounds banks which: 


- since the 1984 constitutional changes in South Africa, continue to "make 
loans to the private sector, to the parastatal corporations and/or interbank 
loans to banks in South Africa". 


- make loans to the nominally independent "homelands" for blacks which South 
Africa has created. 


- are involved in "commercial/financial activities" in Namibia, the 
neighbouring country controlled by South Africa. 


The Executive Committee decided "relationships with banks may be continued if 
they have publicly stated a policy of no further loans to the public or 
private sector in South Africa, to the bantustans ["homelands"] and to 
Namibia, and openly maintain such a policy". It also observed that South 
Africa is increasing Namibia's debt as "part of the over-all policy of South 
Africa to destroy Namibia's economy before the day of independence". 


Patrick  Coidan, WCC assistant’ general secretary for finance and 
administration, said changes in banks' practices since the 1981 criteria made 
it necessary for the WCC to tighten the criteria. He suggested the WCC's 
current banks would probably meet the new criteria. A report on the subject is 
to go to the next meeting (in September in Atlanta) of the Executive Committee. 


Coidan said the WCC would “encourage the [305 WCC] member churches to do 
likewise" with regard to the criteria, though the WCC could not, of course, 
decide how they would respond. He said policies of "many churches" have been 
affected by the 1981 criteria, and that they "have helped create the 
conditions which have helped the churches come to the forefront of the 
struggle" against relations with banks linked to South Africa. 


The five criteria announced in 1981 [1981 EPS no. 25] disqualified for WCC 
business banks which maintained facilities in South Africa, regularly appeared 
as managers of loans and/or bond issues to South Africa, continued substantive 
lending since the “events of Soweto-1976", granted loans having a direct or 
indirect military purpose, or made loans which benefited the nuclear industry. 


As early as 1968, the WCC Fourth Assembly recommended that investments in 
"institutions that perpetuate racism" be terminated. In 1972, the WCC Central 
Committee decided to sell WCC investments in corporations directly involved in 
investments in, or trade with, South Africa, Namibia, and five other southern 
African countries (which were then controlled by white-minority governments, 
but which are now independent). 


Because of those and subsequent decisions, the WCC closed an account with the 
Midland Bank. On the basis of the 1981 criteria, the WCC ended relations with 
the Union Bank of Switzerland, Swiss Bank Corporation, and the Dresdner Bank. 
The three additional criteria are a result of recommendations from last 
August's meeting of the commission of the WCC Programme to Combat Racism. - EPS 


ECUMENICAL DECADE PROPOSED: Ecumenical Press 
CHURCH SOLIDARITY WITH WOMEN Service 87.01.36 


GENEVA - A proposal for an “Ecumenical Decade of Churches in Solidarity with 
Women" (1988-1998) was the focus of a special meeting for women here for the 
meeting of the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches (16-24 


January). 


The WCC Executive Committee had previously commended the proposal, which was 
discussed by more than 90 women and several men who attended the gathering. 


Such a decade is seen as one way to carry out the 1983 WCC assembly mandate 
that "the concerns and perspectives of women ... become integral to the work 
of all" parts of the WCC. It would focus on the situation of women in the 
church, and on the church role in improving conditions for women in society. 


In 1985, the WCC Central Committee urged WCC members to “eliminate teachings 
and practices which discriminate against women, as a Christian response to the 
forward-looking strategies" of the UN conference in Nairobi earlier that year 
which marked the end of the UN Decade for Women. 


"In many churches", the committee said, "the position of women has not 
improved in the last 10 years". 


Since then, the WCC has sought church responses on the achievements of women 
during the decade, and on the situation of women in the church. Two responses 
were received (one from a women’s group) on the first issue; of questionnaires 
sent to church authorities on the second, about one in four were returned. 


Those responding noted that the percentage of women decreases as as one moves 
from congregations (where they are 53 percent) to local committees (33 
percent) to national boards (22 percent). 


Responses suggest most barriers against women's participation in church 
decision-making bodies derive from custom and tradition: attitudes of male 
domination and monopoly of roles; women’s domestic responsibilities and 
conflicting duties; their self-perception, reticence, lack of self-confidence, 
lack of training and preparation; style of meetings and structures, and women 
being disqualified for positions reserved for bishops and other ordained 
people in parts of the church that do not ordain women. 


The answers also indicate the church has mirrored existing social values or 
even lagged behind the secular world on questions related to women's role. 


The lively discussion in the women’s meeting reflected a concern that the 
church begin a process of self-evaluation at all levels: local, regional and 
national. It was also suggested that the church examine ways for women to 
participate more effectively in its leadership, and enable them to assist 
women in society. 


The consensus of the group was that initiatives and planning for the 
Ecumenical Decade be assumed by individual congregations and communions in 
order to relate directly to the needs of their particular constituencies. 


An impressive aspect of the gathering was the diversity of backgrounds of the 
women in attendance - teachers, pastors, theologians, church workers, 
administrators in councils of churches, journalists, linguists, students, 
youth workers, homemakers, a cabinetmaker, medical personnel, and two WCC 
presidents. [EPS] 


GLOBAL CHURCH REPS WITNESS Ecumenical Press 
LOCAL ECUMENICAL ENGAGEMENT Service 87.01.37 


GENEVA — Representatives of the church around the world - leaders of the World 
Council of Churches and a Swiss Roman Catholic bishop - witnessed the 
declarations by eight representatives of the church in Geneva to continue and 
strengthen mutual ecumenical commitment. 


They were part of an ecumenical service of nearly two-and-a-half hours in the 
principal Reformed church here marking the Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity. The congregation of a thousand or so included many members and others 
here for the 1987 meeting of the WCC Central Committee (16-24 January). 


The rite produced some striking pairings. For example, the declaration of the 
Armenians (Oriental Orthodox) was welcomed by Puafito Faa'alo, a member of the 
WCC Executive Committee and a pastor in and general secretary of the 
[Reformed] Church of Tuvalu (a Pacific island). Faa'alo placed a Pacific 
necklace around the neck of the black robed Armenian priest, as a sign of an 
ecumenical relationship with the church around the world. 


The declaration for the area's Roman Catholics, which included a request for 
pardon for offences committed against other Christians, was read by the 
diocesan bishop, Pierre Mamie, and responded to by Johannes Hempel, one of the 
seven WCC presidents, and Lutheran bishop of Saxony (GDR). Mamie in turn 
responded to the declaration on behalf of Geneva's Lutherans. Ignatios IV, 
Eastern Orthodox patriarch of Antioch (based in Damascus), spoke in response 
to the declaration of the National [Reformed] Protestant Church of Geneva. 
The patriarch, another of the WCC presidents, also preached [EPS 87.01.--]. 


In his sermon, he outlined a role for Orthodoxy to "help Catholics and 
Protestants to overcome their antithetical positions". But, he suggested, 


Orthodoxy does not live up to its calling. "Is its language not frequently an 
idealizing lyricism, without any great bearing on the concrete reality of the 
church?" he asked. "If Orthodoxy has a few services to perform for its 


western brothers", he added, "it has also a great deal to receive from them." 
Noting last year's celebration of the 450th anniversary of the reformation of 
the church in Geneva, the patriarch said a Reformation motto, "ecclesia semper 
reformanda" ("the church must ever be reformed"), "acquires a strongly topical 
ring for the Orthodox church". 


The Geneva service - 41 years after a major ecumenical worship service in the 
same church which was part of the process leading to the formal inauguration 
of the WCC two years later, in 1948 - concluded a Sunday during which many of 
the 250 or so people here for the committee meeting worshipped (preached in 
some cases) and ate with members of parishes throughout Switzerland. 


The day before, a session of the committee meeting was given over to a 
presentation on the church in Switzerland. Most Swiss Christians are either 
Roman Catholic or Reformed, in roughly equal numbers, with other traditions - 
Old Catholic, Eastern and Oriental Orthodox, Lutheran, Methodist, Baptist, 
Salvation Army - represented by numerically small communities. 


Among other things, the presentation stressed the decentralized nature of 
Swiss life, including that of the church. Social issues mentioned as church 
preoccupations at this time include the degree of welcome Switzerland gives to 
refugees (there is official church opposition to proposals to be voted on in 
April to make Swiss policy in that regard more restrictive.), pollution and 
nuclear energy, and the role of the Swiss banking system, especially as it 
works with South Africa, or other countries whose governments have been widely 
condemned. 7 EPS 


WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES: Ecumenical Press 
FUNCTIONS AND BRIEF HISTORY Service 87.01.38 


The following may be used as background paragraphs about the WCC 


GENEVA - The World Council of Churches was formally inaugurated at its First 
Assembly, in Amsterdam in 1948. 


According to its constitutional basis, the WCC is a "fellowship of churches 
[now numbering 305] which confess the Lord Jesus Christ as God and Saviour 
according to the scriptures, and therefore seek to fulfil together their 
common calling to the glory of the one God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit." 


The WCC constitution specifies seven WCC "functions and purposes", including 
to: 

- "call the churches to the goal of visible unity in one faith and in one 
eucharistic fellowship expressed in worship and in common life in Christ, and 
to advance towards that unity in order that the world may believe"; 

- "facilitate the common witness of the churches in each place and in all 
places"; 

- "support the churches in their worldwide missionary and evangelistic 
task"; 

- “express the common concern of the churches in the service of human 
need, the breaking down of barriers between people, and the promotion of one 
human family in justice and peace"; and 

- "foster the renewal of the churches in unity, worship, mission, and 
service." 


The WCC groups denominations in more than 100 countries from virtually all 
Christian traditions - Eastern Orthodox, Oriental Orthodox, Old Catholic, 
Baptist, Lutheran, Methodist, United, Independent, Reformed (including 
Waldensian, Remonstrant, Covenant, Congregational, Presbyterian), Anglican, 
Disciples, Brethren, Moravian, Pentecostal, Quaker, and Mennonite. 


There is also a Joint Working Group between the WCC and its largest 
non-member, the Roman Catholic Church. It and two other major non-members - 
the Salvation Army and General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists - also 
have a united, global structure. 


All three send observers to WCC meetings. There are also Vatican-appointed 
members of the WCC Commission on Faith and Order. 


About 300 people are employed at WCC headquarters in Geneva. Located there 
are its 14 programme sub-units: Faith and Order; World Mission and Evangelism; 
Dialogue with People of Living Faiths; Church and Society; Inter-Church Aid, 
Refugee, and World Service; Programme to Combat Racism; Christian Medical 
Commission; International Affairs; Churches' Participation in Development; 
Renewal and Congregational Life; Youth; Women; Theological Education; and 
Education. 


Other WCC assemblies took place in 1954 (Evanston, near Chicago), 1961 (New 
Delhi), 1968 (Uppsala, Sweden), 1975 (Nairobi), and 1983 (Vancouver). The 
next assembly is scheduled for February 1991 in Canberra (Australia). 


Currently, the WCC has seven presidents and four officers (moderator, two vice 
moderators, general secretary). They are part of the 158-member Central 
Committee, which meets every 12-18 months to govern the WCC between assemblies. 


The officers, presidents, and other Central Committee members make up a 
27-member Executive Committee, which meets about twice a year. [EPS] 


WCC STAFF APPOINTMENTS Ecumenical Press 
AND CHANGES ANNOUNCED Service 87.01.39 


GENEVA - Following a closed session of the Central Committee of the World 
Council of Churches, several staff appointments and changes of position were 
announced. 


Jan H. Kok (Reformed Churches in the Netherlands) is the new director of the 
WCC communication department. He has been its deputy director and 
publications manager. 


The new programme secretary for Orthodox studies and relations of the WCC 
Commission on World Mission and Evangelism is Yorgo Lemopulo, a Turkish 
citizen and member of the [Eastern Orthodox] Ecumenical Patriarchate. He is 
currently programme secretary at the patriarchate's centre in Chambésy, near 
here. 


Kok, who will be 45 in March, came to the WCC in 1973. Before that (1967-73) 
he was direction secretary and then deputy director of J.H. Kok B.V., the 
largest theological publishing house in the Netherlands. 


Kok succeeds Coen Boerma (Reformed Churches in the Netherlands), now special 
consultant in the WCC general secretary's office. Departmental duties shared 
between the director and deputy director in the past are to be rearranged, and 
a staff post emphasizing responsibility for media relations is being proposed. 


At Chambésy, Lemopulo, 35, has been involved, among other things, with 
preparations for the projected Great Synod of Eastern Orthodoxy, and bilateral 
theological dialogues. He succeeds Ion Bria (Eastern Orthodox, Romania), now 
WCC director for renewal and congregational life. 


The new director of the library at WCC headquarters is Pierre Beffa (Roman 
Catholic, Switzerland), currently its reference librarian. He succeeds Ans 
van der Bent (a Dutch citizen and an ordained minister of the [US] United 
Church of Christ), who becomes research librarian. 


It was also announced that Frans Bouwen (Netherlands Reformed Church), is to 
begin (1 March) a one-year term as consultant with the WCC Commission of the 
Churches on International Affairs. [EPS] 


India church unity talks continue EPS 87.01.40 
BOMBAY - The third round of church union talks between representatives of the 
[United] Church of North India and the Methodist Church in India (here, 8-10 
January) were described as "frank and cordial". Establishing an "inter- 
communion relationship ... as early as possible" was agreed as a priority 
"interim goal towards the larger goal of union".[EPS] 


Two noted French Reformed pastors die EPS 87.01.41 
PARIS - Georges Richard-Molard, a French Reformed pastor-journalist, who was 
the first person to be in charge of the information service of the Protestant 
Federation of France, died 23 December. He was 68. Georges Casalis, a former 
professor of practical theology at the Protestant Institute of Theology here, 
died 16 January in Managua, where he had frequently gone to teach since the 
Sandinista government came to power in Nicaragua in 1979. He was 70. [EPS] 


"Year of the Palestinian People' proposed EPS 87.01.42 
GENEVA - CICP, a committee which groups 18 non-governmental organizations 
concerned about Palestinians, including the World Council of Churches, is 
emphasizing 1987 as the "Year of the Palestinian People". [EPS] 


Italy: evangelical federation proposes dialogue moratorium EPS 87.01.43 
ROME - The Federation of Evangelical Churches in Italy (which groups Reformed 
(Waldensian), Methodist, Baptist, Lutheran, and Salvation Army jurisdictions, 
plus the Italian Apostolic Church, Ecumenical Community of Ispra Varese, and 
Independent Christian Churches) is suggesting a moratorium on official 
dialogue with the Roman Catholic church during its upcoming year of emphasis 
on Mary. The federation expressed "perplexity" that the year was announced 
“without preliminary ecumenical consultation", It says the year "emphasizes 
one of the fundamental points of divergence between Catholics and Protestants". 
It suggests that during the proposed moratorium, the significance of Mary in 
theology and in the history of the church, and the situation of women in the 
church be studied. [EPS] 


France: ecumenical council proposed EPS 87.01.44 
PARIS - A meeting here last month of French Roman Catholic, Lutheran, 


Reformed, and Eastern Orthodox representatives suggested the desirability of 
establishing an ecumenical council for the country. Most of the French 
population is counted as Christian, most of them Roman Catholics. [EPS] 


US: negative church reaction to proposed changes in share rules EPS 87.01.45 
NEW YORK - A proposal to allow corporations on the New York Stock Exchange to 
issue non-voting stock (shares) has brought negative reaction from church 
people active in issues of corporate responsibility. Among them, Allen Mayes, 
an associate general secretary of the United Methodist pension board, said any 
such change would create "difficulty in carrying out our mandate to be 
responsible investors". [EPS] 


US: Orthodox diocese asks stamp to mark council anniversary EPS 87.01.46 
WASHINGTON - Clergy of the Carpatho-Russian [Eastern] Orthodox Diocese in the 
US are urging the US postal service to issue a stamp showing Mary and the 
child Jesus in honor of the 1200th anniversary of Seventh Ecumenical Council, 
which endorsed the use of icons in Christian piety. [EPS] 


Africa: evangelicals announce assembly EPS 87.01.47 
LUSAKA (Zambia) - The Nairobi-based Association of Evangelicals of Africa and 


Madagascar has announced its Fifth General Assembly, here next 12-19 
September. About 300 delegates are expected from 50 countries. The programme 
includes case studies on "following Jesus" in various kinds of societies - 


"“tribalistic", "hostile", segregated, “rich/poor", pluralistic, and secular. 
[EPS] 

Indonesia: Christian groups accept national ideology EPS 87.01.48 
JAKARTA - The conference of Roman Catholic bishops of Indonesia (KWI) 


announced (7 January) that it accepts the official national ideology, 
Pancasila, “in social, national, and state life". The Communion of Churches 
in Indonesia accepted the ideology last month. The ideology's five principles 
are "belief in one supreme God, just and civilized humanity, the unity of 
Indonesia, democracy led by the wisdom of deliberations among representatives, 
and social justice for the whole of the people of Indonesia". Councils 
representing Indonesian Muslims, Hindus, and Buddhists had accepted it 
earlier, even though all five organizations had originally opposed it when it 
was first included when such acceptance was first included in the country's 
Mass Organization Law. [EPS] 


Japanese ecumenical Bible to be published in September EPS 87.01.49 
TOKYO - Next September is the planned publication date of an ecumenical 


translation of the Bible into Japanese, under the auspices of the Japanese 
Bible Society. It is a fruit of 18 years of work. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Boonratna Boayen: "Christian Witness in Thailand" EPS 87.01.50 


Boayen is general secretary of the [United] Church of Christ in Thailand. 
This is excerpted from an address to the CCT Executive Council. Of the 
approximately 50 million Thais, about nine in 10 are Buddhists, about one in 
100 Christians. The World Christian Encyclopaedia says there are nearly 50 
Christian denominations in the country. 


-.. First is the problem of the divisions and conflicts among the Christians 
in Thailand which are a disgrace to the name of Jesus Christ. It causes 
others to disrespect the name of Jesus Christ. 


There are some Christian groups which are not willing to show respect to other 
groups. They insult others saying that they teach falsely, that they don't 
have the Holy Spirit, that they have no life. They use various methods to 
draw members. of other churches to become their members. The end result is a 
split in the church. 


The second problem is a growing opposition to the Christian religion. There 
are a number of reasons. For example, there is dissatisfaction with some 
things that: Christians are doing .... Those outside the church don't know 
that there are many different Christian groups, and so, if one Christian group 
does something they don't like, they blame all the Christians. 


For example, there are some groups who, instead of "preaching the gospel", or 
"preaching the good news" to their Thai brothers and sisters, they "preach 
war'', for they degrade and denounce other faiths and religions in a very bad 
way.  This:‘causes others to retaliate strongly. 


For example, tapes which criticize Christianity and show disrespect to Jesus 
Christ have been sent to many of the Buddhist temples in the North for the 
priests and abbots to hear. The name of God has been treated with scorn. 
Who will take responsibility? 


Thailand has given her people religious freedom. Religious freedom should 
promote unity among all the religious groups. It should enable us to have 
respect and give honour to each other, to study and to know each other, so 
that the society in which we live can have peace and co-operation among the 
various members of that society. 


Thirdly, ... one thing that the Church of Christ in Thailand must humbly admit 
is that we lack zeal in serving God. We don't need to deny that many of our 
members have been easily pulled away from the church because they have found 
liveliness and excitement in other churches. The problem may be the leader, 
it may be the church session, or it may be the members, or it may be the 
pattern of the church in its worship. When we have identified the problem we 
will need to be willing to make some changes. ... 


The churches must be concerned about sound teaching for their members. In 
this matter, the leaders must know what it is that the members lack and what 
they are hungering to receive. ... The unity of the church is another 
principle that the churches must hold on to as an important principle because 
the Church of Jesus Christ is ... united with churches in other places both 
within its own country, in the region and in the world. 


This does not mean that we must all be in one church, which is impossible. 
To have unity means that we need to be able to work together, understand each 
other, and encourage one another in our mission. This can be accomplished by 
having a common purpose of developing the spiritual life of the people and 
developing the physical life in a suitable way. ... - EPS 


ECUVIEW/Andrzej Wéjtowicz: "Poland Today" EPS 87.01.51 


W6jtowicz is director of the Polish Ecumenical Council and chairs the 
editorial committee of the Information Service for Lutheran Minority Churches 
in Europe (IDL). This item has been abridged and edited from Lutheran World 
Information (14 January). Jaruzelski refers to the Polish leader, Glemp to 
the leader of the Roman Catholic Church in Poland. Most Poles are counted as 
Christians, and most of them as Roman Catholics. 


... The only happy news before Christmas last year for the Polish people was 
that the pope was returning. After the Jaruzelski-Glemp meeting, it was 
officially shared with the people that the third visit of Pope John Paul II to 
his homeland was planned for June. 


Already by early December the Polish deputy foreign minister led important 
discussions in Rome and the Vatican on the preparations for both the pope's 
visit, and Jaruzelski's visit to Italy this month. Both will play an important 
role in Poland - not just for the government, but also for the populace. 


The attempt of the government to place its relationships with the populace on 
a new level involves internal politics - not so much through advances with the 
church and opposition groups, but rather in the first instance conditioned by 
the economic situation. People often note that still for a long time they 
must make the best of a standard of living that is below that of the 1970s. 
And Poles must live with 20 percent inflation annually for some years yet. 


It is in the shadow of these hard realities that the latest initiative of 
Jaruzelski should be seen: formation of a new consultative committee. More 
than 50 personalities from all sections of the populace agreed to serve on it, 
though some who were asked, particularly lay Roman Catholics, have declined. 
No one in Poland today knows whether this council fulfils the expectations and 
hopes of the government and the people. "Still an experiment? Yet another 
committee?", many ask. 


The government is conscious of the difficult situation. Economic reforms up 
to now have not produced the effective economic co-operation with the West 
which had been hoped for, and that is why great expectations are associated 
with Jaruzelski's visit to Italy, as it could be a breakthrough in terms of 
political and economic relations with the West. 


In any case the government and the church hope that the pope's announced visit 
to Poland can bring new impulse towards understanding. The government expects 
the Roman Catholic bishops to discipline the politicization of priests, and 
that what the government considers political preaching in some pulpits in the 
spirit of the outlawed Solidarity trade union will disappear. 


During his last visit with Glemp, Jaruzelski adjusted the status of the public 
rights for the Roman Catholic church. The legal work in this area would be 
accelerated, even before the visit of the pope, and the claim of the church 
leaders finally settled. This could also mean that the way could be cleared 
for the establishment of diplomatic relations between Warsaw and the Holy 
See. But that also means that with each visit of the pope to Poland the 
position of the Roman Catholic church would be strengthened, which is very 
strong anyway, and perhaps unique in the entire Roman Catholic world. 


This year is awaited in Poland with hope and suspense. To be sure, of prime 
importance are the economic questions. But if the third visit of the pope 
helps rectify the populace's deep moral crisis, both the hosting government 
and the church will be satisfied. - EPS 


ECUVIEW/Ignatios IV: '"'The Ecumenical Situation" EPS 87.01.52 


Ignatios IV is Eastern Orthodox partriarch of Antioch and All the East, based 
in Damascus. He is one of the seven presidents of the World Council of 
Churches. This is excerpted from his sermon (18 January) at an ecumenical 
service in Geneva marking the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity [EPS 
87.01.37]. 


-.- In the last few years, the ecumenical movement has been held back by the 


various confessions' quest for identity - for the easiest way of affirming 
one's identity is to do so against the others, harking back to past 
grievances. Such nervous relations are still prevalent in many countries, 


and particularly in some Orthodox countries. 


Nevertheless something of great value may emerge from this difficult stage. 
For, to enter into dialogue, one has to have a clear idea of one's own 
identity, provided such clarity is for the sake of others and not against them. 


Today, ecumenical thinking must concentrate on exploring the differences and 
bringing to the surface the “undeclared items" which give each confession its 
underlying cohesiveness. But doctrine must never be separated from the 
spiritual experience which it awakens and which in turn feeds it. 


To Orthodoxy, doctrine, spirituality and beauty are but one: holiness, the 
liturgy and the ikon are fundamental theological places. Doctrine transcends 
its natural limitations by becoming open to the ineffable through the methods 
of negation and antinomy. 


It is inseparable from poetry and symbol. It demands an asceticism which 
makes us heedful of the revelation of the Wholly Other and of the "other" as 
revelation. It is part of the celebration which makes humanity the world's 
priest, the great celebrant of life. ... 


Now I shall speak to you as an Eastern Christian. In the bloody crater of 
the Middle East, the Orthodox Christians of Antioch, both Chalcedonian and 
pre-Chalcedonian, are - may I say it humbly but forcefully - a non-violent, 
unarmed, confessing church. They are a church climbing to Golgotha and 
making the double and unique drama of the Lebanon and Palestine its 
responsibility in its prayers and its service. 


We are the church of the Arab Orient and we are proud of being so. We are 
fully orientals and fully at home in this region whose tragedy is ours but 
whose hope we should like to be. ... 


Beyond the opposing ideologies, we want to see in Islam, and to foster it, 
both the humble and noble faith of simple people and the high mysticism of the 
sufis, which so often has a christological affinity. And we want to see in 
Judaism, and to foster it, its ethical rigour and prophetism. 


And all these endeavours have a single name: Jerusalem: Jerusalem the city 
of peace, which our common sinfulness has turned into a city of war. 
Jerusalem, where the three religions that look back to Abraham must respect 
each other and listen to each other, and where Christian and Muslim Arabs must 
Maintain their witnessing presence. ... 


Finally ... in that capacity [as a WCC president], I want to proclaim the 
urgency of a creative spirituality which alone can shake the nihilsm of the 
West and its nonchalant cynicism, and can respond to the hunger for food and 
for dignity in so many Third World countries. 

[over] 


ignatios/2 


Contemplation makes action fruitful, and action confirms contemplation. To 
immerse oneself in God through worship is to find the God who is Trinity, the 
God who is Love, who sends us out to serve humanity: "You have seen your 
brother; you have seen your God" is how the old monks put it. 


To celebrate liturgically Christ's victory over hell and death is of necessity 
to struggle against all the forms of hell and death which are scourging 
culture and society. 


To contemplate the face of Christ is to understand that every human being is a 
face which demands of me responsibility and unconditional respect. ... 


We need real communities where communion is not an idle word, and where people 
can draw breath again in beauty, in sharing and in friendship, to become more 
responsible and more creative in history. The church of the year 2000 will 
doubtless be a huge diaspora of liturgical and prophetic communities who will 
take upon themselves the risk of spreading among men and women a creative and 
liberating love. 


Sometimes one has the feeling that humanity today is faced with an ultimate 
choice: either nuclear or ecological suicide on the one hand, with the 
disintegration of souls, bodies and societies and with genetic monstrosities, 
or else a kind of spiritual transcendence. It is up to Christians, reunited, 
to open up the way to this transcendence, in co-operation with open-minded 
humanists and with the faithful of other religions when these overcome the 
temptation of ideology. 


Confronted with the threat of disintegration, there must be reintegration of 
eucharistic communities and eucharistic people. Confronted with’ the 
calamities of the Third World, where Marxism and rampant capitalism are 
equally coming to grief, there must be Christ's revolution, bringing genuine 
liberation. 


Confronted with science and technology, totally self-sufficient in their 
purposes, there must be the purpose for humanity as the image of God and of 
the earth as a sacrament, secretly suffused by the glory of the Risen Christ. 


-+- Still today, one feels that Orthodoxy can help Catholics and Protestants 
to overcome their antithetical positions, insofar as it can unite mystery and 
liberty, sacrament and prophecy, Christ and the Spirit, these "two hands of 
God", in the words of Irenaeus of Lyon, who came from the East to bring the 
witness to the apostolic faith, very near where we are at present. ... 


But does Orthodoxy today sufficiently match up to this calling to provide 
depth and reconciliation? Can it adequately present its pneumatological 
dimension? Is its language not frequently an idealizing lyricism without any 
great bearing on the concrete reality of the church? 


Now, the first Ignatios of Antioch said that it is "better to be silent and to 
be, than to talk without being" (Ephesians 15:1). So if Orthodoxy has a few 
services to perform for its western brothers, it has also a great deal to 
receive from them. 


And since we are calling to mind one of the great anniversaires of the 
Reformation [that of the church in Geneva in 1536], I shall say that the old 
motto, "Ecclesia semper reformanda" ["the church must ever be reformed" ], 
acquires a strangely topical ring for the Orthodox church. ... - EPS 


ECUTEXT: “Asia YMCA Forum on Justice and Development" EPS 87.01.53 


This is excerpted from a statement from a YMCA-sponsored meeting in Baguio 
City (Philippines), 10-16 December. Representatives of 15 national YMCA 
movements attended. 


... Most of the YMCAs in the Asia-South Pacific region are generally isolated 
and alienated from the concerns of the majority of the people in their 
communities. Their concerns are generally limited to serve the privileged 
groups and support the established systems and structures. The 
institutionalised structures of the YMCAs have become islands in their own 
communities. 


Some of the YMCAs continue to confine their efforts to welfare activities 
which at the best are only treating the symptoms of poverty. Some YMCAs are 
involved in "development projects'' to improve the economic and _ social 
conditions of the poor communities. 


Very few YMCAs have initiated programmes addressing the root’ causes 
responsible for the problems and difficulties experienced by the poor people. 
These new initiatives are inadequate considering the magnitude of the 
challenge and the present indecisive stand of the YMCAs to make the option in 
favour of the poor and oppressed. ... 


Participants had the opportunities to interact with and be exposed to the 
concerns of some people's movements engaged with the poor and oppressed people 
at the grassroots level. The stories and experiences of these workers gave 
deep insights and understanding into the struggles for justice. 


It confirmed the participants’ convictions that the people have the potential 
power to bring about the social change and justice. The people, the poor and 
the oppressed, are the main protagonists of social transformation. 


The strategies for the people's movements highlight that people have a passive 
and fatalistic attitude towards their plight. They do not recognize that 
their situations are man-made and not God-given. They need to be helped to 
become aware of the root causes for their suffering and their own potentials 
to change their situations. Therefore, top priority is given to awareness 
building or conscientization. 


The process of conscientization leads to the organization of the communities 
and the people. Subsequently, the organized communities and people are 
empowered to transform the society and thus help bring about a just social 
order of equality for all promoting peace. 


YMCA as the people's movement should resist and expose exploitation to bring 
about justice at local and national levels. In the process, YMCAs may 
confront opposition from the powerful who control the social, economic and 
political situations of the society. 


However, in spite of the consequences, the struggle to change the structures 
should be continued. The hardships, including extreme victimisation, may be 
suffered with the faith and hope that people will ultimately bring about the 
change. 


The community-organized groups relating to various sectors of the oppressed 
and marginalised should form networks at regional and national levels with the 
primary common purpose of justice to all. The solidarity among the national 
YMCA network of the people's movements should build up relationships and 
linkages to promote concerted efforts and mutual support. ... - EPS 


ECUTEXT: "International YMCA Meeting on Apartheid" EPS 87.01.54 


This is excerpted from the communiqué following a meeting in Harare, 25-28 
November, sponsored jointly by the Afica and World Alliances of YMCAs. There 
were representatives present from 17 national YMCA movements. 


-». In our deliberations we affirmed first of all that all people are created 
in God's image. In Christ, the creation broken by sin is restored to fulness 


as people are reconciled to God and to one another. Through God's gift of 
the Holy Spirit, the people of God's church are empowered to live as one 
people, celebrating the fulness of God's creation. In Christ all divsions 
among people are broken down. The church is God's instrument’ for 


reconciliation in the world, as it witnesses through its life to the new 
creation in Christ. 


Apartheid (separate development), the most violent of institutional forms of 
racism, is an ideology that: 


(a) denies the church's doctrine of creation; 

(b) denies the gospel of reconciliation as it denies justice; and 

(c) is a block to the work of the Holy Spirit in the lives of people who 
have made race a criterion for human relationships. 


It establishes exclusive privileges for some at the expense of others. It 
creates a situation of injustice and violent oppression, causing suffering and 
death to millions. ... 


We are convinced that as a Christian organization the YMCA is under the 
obligation to respond in a fitting manner to the situation caused by the 
system of apartheid in South Africa. This response should be rooted in our 
own faith and beliefs and should reflect the Christian values of love based on 
justice and peace. 


We are convinced that through practical actions of solidarity, we should 
demonstrate that the victims of the apartheid system, wherever they are, are 
our sisters and brothers. We shall thus be responding in obedience to the 
call of our Lord Jesus Christ: "That they all may be one." 


We believe that our actions should be channelled through our own YMCA 
structures, mamely the South African YMCA and Namibian YMCA, the Africa 
Alliance of YMCAs, the World Alliance of YMCAs, and the rest of our World YMCA 
family. ... [We recommend that the South African YMCAs be urged: } 


to condemn apartheid as sinful by spelling this out in their policies; 


++. to structurise their associations so as to facilitate the 
integration of all people of all races and all political and cultural 
persuasions with a view to exemplifying true Christian fellowship; 


+++ to develop programmes of action against apartheid alongside their 
traditional YMCA programmes; 


*++ mot to allow those people who hold positions in the apartheid 
structures and are in sympathy with the system of apartheid, to take 
leadership positions in South African YMCAs ; 


+++ at every level (local, regional, national) to demonstrate ... 
ecumenical commitment by joining with the SACC (South African Council of 
Churches) in action against apartheid. ... - EPS 
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SHOPTALK (54/04) 


Supplemental staff for Central Committee coverage: Connie Tarasar, managing 
editor of "The Orthodox Church", monthly newspaper of the Orthodox Church in 
America, helped prepare EPS coverage of the WCC Central Committee. 


wec 87, an illustrated account of WCC programmes and activities since 
January 1986, is available from WCC Publications, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


Children detained in South Africa: Copies of the April 1986 "Memorandum on 
the Suffering of Children in South Africa" by the Black Sash organization in 
South Africa, and of last November's speech in Stockholm, "Children Under 
Apartheid", by Audrey Coleman of the South African Detainees Parents Support 
Committee are available from WCC/PCR, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


Hunger/Drought in Africa: A final letter from the co-ordinator of the WCC 
Africa Drought Task Force, Tad Mitsui; and a resource packet on development 
and food issues in Africa is available from WCC/CICARWS Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 
20. 


The Argentine Committee for Refugees (Av. Juan B. Alberdi 2240, 1406 Buenos 
Aires) has produced a booklet (in Spanish) on its 13 years of work. The 
committee works on behalf of the Disciples of Christ, the [United] Evengelical 
Church of the Rio de la Plata, and the Methodists. 


A tentative WCC calendar of meetings for 1987 is available from EPS. 


The current (January) issue of “International Review of Mission", a WCC 
quarterly, has as its theme, “The Future of Mission". A copy is available 
from WCC/CWME, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


New from WCC Publications (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20): 
"yital Ecumenical Concerns: 16 Documentary Surveys", by Ans van der Bent 
(25 Swiss francs, 14.90 US dollars, 9.95 UK pounds). 
"God is Rice: Asian Culture and Christian Faith", by Masao Takenaka (8.90 
Swiss francs, 4.95 US dollars, 3.50 UK pounds). It is number 30 in the 
Risk book series. 


The World Alliance of YMCAs (37 Quai Wilson, CH-1201 Geneva) has published a 
book, "What is Apartheid". 


The new issues of the "Education Newsletter" and "Current Dialogue" are 
available from the WCC Education and Dialogue sub-units respectively (Box 66, 
CH-1211 Geneva 20). The first focuses on justice, peace, and the integrity of 
creation. The second includes articles on the meaning of dialogue, New 
Religious Movements, Muslim-Christian relations, evangelizing Jews, and 
inter-religious relationships in India. 


The EPS 1986 index is now available on request. However, if you have 
requested the index in previous years, or have recently asked for copies, you 
are on our mailing list and a copy has been sent to you, so please do not 
re-request. 


EPS deadlines are usually on Tuesdays at 8h00 GMT. 


If you ask to be on the list, EPS headlines will be telexed to you. We 
pay for that. You can then ask for texts of items you want. You pay for that. 


EPS printing: this issue, 26 January; next issue, 2 February. EPS appears 
about 45 times a year. 


ROUNDUP: WCC LOOKS Ecumenical Press 
FORWARD AND BACKWARD Service 87.02.01 


GENEVA - Meeting at World Council of Churches headquarters (here, 16-24 
January), the 158-member WCC Central Committee had both the ecumenical future 
and the ecumenical past on its agenda. 


The committee spent some time considering the WCC Seventh Assembly, to be held 
in February 1991 in Canberra (Australia), and elected a 21-member Assembly 
Planning Committee to work on it. (The Sixth Assembly was in Vancouver in 
1983.) Also looked at were the process and an end-of-decade convocation on 
"justice, peace, and the integrity of creation", and a world conference on 
mission and evangelism, planned for 1989. The Roman Catholic Church was 
invited to "co-sponsor" the convocation [EPS 87.02.04] so that it is a "real 
act of common witness to the reign of Christ for our world, present and 
future". 


Looking back, the committee noted the anniversary of the birth of the late US 
civil-rights activist and Baptist minister Martin Luther King Jr; the 25th 
anniversary of the reception into WCC membership of Russian, Romanian, 
Bulgarian, and Polish Orthodox; and the 1200th anniversary of the Seventh 
Ecumenical Council. 


After dedication of a new (fourth) wing of the Ecumenical Centre (which houses 
several other international church organizations besides the WCC), the Central 
Committee celebrated the 40th anniversary of five aspects of its work - youth, 
refugees, Ecumenical Church Loan Fund, Commission of the Churches on 
International Affairs, and Ecumenical Institute (located at nearby Bossey). 


The celebration included reminiscences by ecumenical pioneer and former WCC 
staff member Madeleine Barot. Summarizing, WCC General Secretary Emilio 
Castro observed that "the ecumenical movement has a history ... but also a 
future". With “humility, patience, continuity", he said, the WCC will carry 
on, for "God is still able to bring charisms to our institution". 


Turning its attention to current WCC work, the committee received a plan to 
better the WCC staff balance by "regions, confessions, and gender" [EPS 
87.02.03], abolished a rule limiting the length of service of some WCC staff 
members to nine or 10 years, approved the appointments or transfers of various 
staff members, and considered the effects of the decline of the value of the 
dollar on the WCC budget. 


Virtually unanimously in both cases, the committee approved two public 
statements - on nuclear disarmament and southern Africa [EPS 87.02.02,10]. 


The first urges the US and USSR to immediately halt nuclear testing. Its 
three-part appeal urges a "moratorium on nuclear tests as a _ provisional 
measure" to enable negotiations towards a comprehensive test ban treaty, 
"agreements on substantial reduction of strategic weapons and elimination of 
medium range missiles with a definite timetable", and "all necessary steps to 
prevent the development of space weapons, and to strengthen the terms of the 
Anti-Ballistic Missiles Treaty". 


The statement also asks the Soviet Union to resume its nuclear-testing 
moratorium, France to “stop forthwith" nuclear testing in the Pacific, and the 
US to "respond positively to the initiatives of the USSR on moratorium on 
nuclear testing, to review its decision to exceed the Salt II ceilings [on 
certain weapons], and to reconsider its Strategic Defence Initiative", its 
proposed space-based, anti-missile defence system often referred to as the 
"star wars" programme. [over] 


roundup/2 


On southern Africa, the committee reaffirmed that "apartheid [the South 
African system of race separation] stands condemned by the gospel of Jesus 
Christ, and that justice and peace in southern Africa depends on the 
eradication of this racist and evil system". 


It also reaffirmed UN Resolution 435 as "the only basis for peace and 
independence in Namibia", and expressed support for "Swapo as the authentic 
representative of the people of Namibia". 


It deplored the “ongoing destabilization of the Frontline States [bordering . 
South Africa] ... by South Africa and its surrogates, the wanton destruction 
of their infrastructure, and the imposition of counter-sanctions by South 
Africa on the region". 


It welcomed "the intensification of efforts of the churches outside southern 
Africa, many of which are moving from advocacy with their governments to 
taking concrete divestment and disinvestment measures of their own funds", 


Among other actions, the committee: 


- accepted two new members (Methodist Church, Upper Burma; Protestant 
Methodist Church of the Ivory Coast), and five mew associate national 
Christian councils (Cuba, Gambia, Jamaica, Liberia, Brazil; all, except Cuba, 
include Roman Catholics as full members). 


- approved an "Endowment Fund for Ecumenical Leadership Development" to 
“encourage and support those opportunities which prepare young people for 
leadership in the ecumenical movement as it serves the unity of the churches 
and of humankind". 


- Okayed a two-year study project (from 1 July) on "young women [under 35] 
doing theology", and endorsed an "Ecumenical Decade for Churches in Solidarity 
with Women", to begin in 1988 [EPS 87.01.36]. 


- Accepted an outline of a "new vision of the ecumenical youth movement", 
which expresses priorities in terms of "spirituality, justice, and peace", and 
affirmed an increase in the percentage of youth [under 30] involved in various 
WCC activities. 


- Recommended that the WCC "continue to make an effort to build bridges of 
relationship between the WCC and evangelical persons, churches and 
organizations, wherever this is possible". 


- Endorsed the view that "in view of the drop of almost all major currencies 
via-a-vis the Swiss franc, the 1988 [WCC] budget must be lower than the 1987 
approved budget" of 41.1 million Swiss francs. It also asked for a study of 
the possibility of locating some WCC staff outside of Geneva, and paying them 
in local currency. 


- Heard presentations on communicating the WCC, and on the church in 
Switzerland, and made Sunday visits to Swiss parishes. 


- Attended hearings on a dozen issues, including nuclear safety, the disease 
Aids, "international food disorder", Chile, southern Africa, church renewal, 
Roman Catholic relations, and issues in Faith and Order. [EPS] 


[More detail on the meeting can be found in the following EPS items: 
87.01.01,23,24,32,33,35,36,37,38,39; 02.02,03,04,10.] 


WCC COMMITTEE SPEAKS ON NUCLEAR Ecumenical Press 
DISARMAMENT AND SOUTHERN AFRICA Service 87.02.02 


GENEVA - With relatively little debate and virtual unanimity, the 158-member 
Central Committee of the World Council of Churches (meeting here, 16-24 
January) approved public statements on nuclear disarmament and southern Africa. 


The nuclear disarmament statement refers to an apparent "historic opportunity 
which, if utilized, can change the course of events." It urges the US and 
USSR immediately to halt nuclear testing, and refers favourably to a recently 
terminated 18-month Soviet moratorium on nuclear testing. It criticizes 
French nuclear testing in the Pacific as "defying international public 
Opinion". It commends initiatives for nuclear disarmament proposed by a 
six-nation group (Argentina, Mexico, Greece, India, Sweden, and Tanzania) as 
“representing the aspirations of the millions around the world". 


The statement includes a three-part appeal to both the US and USSR to "declare 
a moratorium on nuclear tests as a provisional measure that would enable 
negotiations towards a comprehensive test-ban treaty; negotiate agreements on 
substantial reduction of strategic weapons and elimination of medium range 
missiles, with a definite timetable; [and] take all necessary steps to prevent 
the development of space weapons, and to strengthen the terms of the 
Anti-Ballistic Missiles Treaty. 


It asks the US to "respond positively to the initiatives of the USSR on 
moratorium on nuclear testing, to review its decision to exceed the Salt II 
ceilings [on certain weapons], and to reconsider its Strategic Defense 
Initiative", its proposed space-based, anti-missile defence system often 
referred to as the "star wars" programme. 


The Soviet Union is asked to resume its nuclear-testing moratorium, and the 
French government to "stop forthwith" nuclear testing in the Pacific. There 
are also five recommendations to churches on nuclear-disarmament issues. 


In the other statement [EPS 87.02.10], the committee reaffirms that "apartheid 
[the South African system of race separation] stands condemned by the gospel 
of Jesus Christ, and that justice and peace in southern Africa depends on the 
eradication of this racist and evil system". 


It also reaffirms UN Resolution 435 as "the only basis for peace and 
independence in Namibia, and expresses its support for ... Swapo as _ the 
authentic representative of the people of Namibia". In addition, it "deplores 
the ongoing destabilization of the Frontline States ... by South Africa and 
its surrogates, the wanton destruction of their infrastructure, and the 
imposition of counter-sanctions by South Africa on the region". 


Among recommendations to the churches are that they "provide material on the 
consequences of apartheid on children and youth for Sunday school classes", 
"encourage Sunday school children all over the world to send greetings to 
children and youth in South Africa and Namibia", "make contributions to and 
increase financial support for the WCC Special Fund [to Combat Racism], the 
liberation movements recognized by the UN, and all the other institutions 
which are actively combatting apartheid," and "continue to campaign for 
divestment and withdrawal, and to support the SACC's call to make rescheduling 
of South African debt in April 1987 dependent on the resignation of the Botha 
government." 


With the statement was a memorandum on the southern Africa situation, which 
was not subject to committee discussion or vote. [EPS] 


WCC STAFF BALANCE Ecumenical Press 
PLAN RECOMMENDED Service 87.02.03 


GENEVA - The Executive Committee of the World Council of Churches has shared a 
"long-range plan for balancing [programme] staff" with the WCC Central 
Committee (meeting here, 16-24 January). The paper, whose recommendations the 
Executive Committee adopted last September, was prepared by a five-person ad 
hoc committee. It is a result of an analysis of the current staff by 
"regions, confessions, and gender". 


The paper suggests the council's purpose "can best be fulfilled" if, in staff 
selection, the WCC "takes advantage of the vast richness of diversity of its 
member churches" - their religious traditions, cultures, and political and 
social environments. Staff covered by the plan are those who "shape, 
influence, and direct the WCC's policies, programmes, and actions". 


Suggesting "regional balance" (including a concern for “confessional balance") 
as a first priority, the paper offers minimum and maximum numbers of staff 
from eight regions: Africa (10 minimum/14 maximum, 10 current), Asia- 
Australia-New Zealand (10/14, 17), Latin America-Caribbean (5/10, 5), Pacific 
(3/6, 1), North America (12/20, 20), Eastern Europe (6/10, 4), Western Europe 
(15/20, 27), Middle East (3/6, 2). Shifts from the current figures to a number 
within the maximum-minimum range are to occur as new appointments are made. 


A second priority would address representation from sub-regions. Among Asian 
staff, for example, few are from southeast Asia, Burma, Indonesia, Malaysia, 
Singapore, and Thailand. From Latin America and the Caribbean, the committee 
recommended the continuing presence of at least one staff member from the 
Caribbean and more from Brazil. 


Although European and North American staff now exceed or match maximum 
recommended levels, new appointments or replacements are to consider 
especially persons from European countries from which current staff members do 
not come. It is recommended that the numbers of Canadians and Orthodox from 
North America also be increased. Increasing the numbers of Middle Eastern 
staff members - Protestants and Orthodox - is described as "urgent". 


Addressing confessional balance as the third priority, the committee said 
"Orthodox will be given first priority", with their numbers to be doubled by 
1995. Also proposed for increases are the number of Baptists and Lutherans. 


The proposed timetable is 12 Orthodox by 1991, 16 by 1995. (There are 
currently 8). Baptists would go from 2 to 4, Lutherans from 13 to 15 by 
1991. Numbers of Reformed and United staff members (currently 22 and 12 
respectively) are expected to decrease. 


Women are the fourth priority listed, with the committee urging that at least 
a third of the staff be women by 1991, and that at least a third of the staff 
appointed in the 1986-89 period be women, including Orthodox. The committee 
also says that in recruiting and selecting staff, “it is desirable to include 
persons under 30 years of age". 


Among the committee's general observations are that “over-all imbalance ... is 
not as great as may at first appear", and “is not the result of any deliberate 
plan". It also observes that “imbalances which exist cannot be quickly 
corrected without incurring what may appear as other imbalances", and it is 
"not simple ... to establish criteria for determining what constitutes a 
balanced staff in the WCC". It also "readily acknowledges the desirability 
and the necessity for the WCC to have a staff which is characterized first by 
Christian commitment and competence". [EPS] 


WCC OKs PROCESS, CONVOCATION Ecumenical Press 
ON JUSTICE, PEACE, CREATION Service 87.02.04 


GENEVA - On the last day of its 1987 session, the 158-member Central Committee 
of the World Council of Churches approved a multi-year process and a 
convocation on "justice, peace, and the integrity of creation" (JPIC). 


The committee voted to ask the Roman Catholic Church to "co-sponsor" the 
convocation with the WCC, so that it would be a “real act of common witness to 
the reign of Christ for our world, present and future". The gathering could 
be held in 1990, not long before the WCC's Seventh Assembly in Canberra 
(Australia) in February 1991. 


WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro is to send a letter on the process to "all 
churches who ‘confess Jesus Christ as God and Saviour," written so as to 
"appeal to parishes and congregations to commit themselves to action and 
reflection on local issues related to JPIC". According to a JPIC paper 
accepted by the committee, the convocation would be an "important stage on the 
road towards common and binding pronouncements and actions on the urgent 
questions of survival of humankind". 


Besides Roman Catholics and other Christian non-members of the WCC, bodies of 
other faiths are to be invited to be part of the process because JPIC concerns 
are "by no means limited to the constituency of the World Council of Churches, 
or even the Christian world." 


In its closing session, the committee also asked that appropriate statements 
on Middle East, Chile, South Korea, and the Philippines be made by the WCC 
general secretary and/or officers. It also voiced concern at the "hardening 
of policies on asylum and the treatment of refugees in a number of European 
countries and in the USA". 


The committee's meeting concluded with worship which included an ecumenical 
"affirmation of baptism". 


In other action, the committee accepted two new members - the Methodist 
Church, Upper Burma, and the Protestant Methodist Church of the Ivory Coast. 
According to WCC rules, their memberships are effective in six months; they 
raise the WCC membership total to 307. The committee also accepted five 
national Christian councils as associate councils of the WCC - Cuba, Gambia, 
Jamaica, Liberia, Brazil. All but Cuba include Roman Catholics as full members. 


As they have done before, some Orthodox representatives expressed concern that 
because it is unlikely that there will be more Orthodox bodies which could be 
WCC members, the continuing admission of members from other traditions will 
dilute the Orthodox presence. A committee report said this concern "will need 
to be discussed at a future time". 


Also okayed was an "Endowment Fund for Ecumenical Leadership Development", 
in honour of the WCC's first general secretary, the late W.A. Visser 't Hooft. 
The fund's aim is to “encourage and support those opportunities which prepare 
young people for leadership in the ecumenical movement as it serves the unit 
of the churches and of humankind". 


Following a closed session, it was reported that the committee agreed to a 
postal vote sometime before its next meeting to fill three current or 
upcoming staff vacancies - for one of the three deputy general secretary 
posts, and for the directorships of the Programme to Combat Racism and the 
Commission on the Churches' Participation in Development. [over] 
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Meeting before the Central Committee, its Executive Committee reportedly 
endorsed a candidate for the deputy's post, but, in the end, no candidate was 
proposed to the Central Committee. 


Besides staff appointments and changes reported earlier in the meeting [EPS 
87.01.39], the committee also approved the transfer, later this year, of Anwar 
Barkat ([United] Church of Pakistan) from the PCR directorship to New York as 
an executive secretary of the Commission of the Churches on International 
Affairs. He succeeds Victor Hsu (Presbyterian Church in Mauritius). 


Roman Catholic relationships are to be a major part of the agenda of the 
next (September 1987) meeting of the Executive Committee, and that subject is 
to be on the next Central Committee agenda as well. 


In other action, the committee: 


- Agreed to procedures for the election of a general secretary, including a 
directive to the search committee to place only one name before the Central 
Committee for election. 


- Abolished a rule approved in the mid-1970s which set nine or 10 consecutive 
years as the maximum length of WCC employment allowed people in some staff 
categories. 


- Approved continuation of various consultations and studies related to 
"spirituality for renewal". They are to be completed by the end of 1988. 


- Approved a two-year study project (from 1 July) on "young women [those under 
35] doing theology". A report to the committee emphasized that the proposal 
"does not imply a judgment about the ordination of women" and "would refute 
any suggestion that this is merely a fashionable initiative, but would 
strongly contend that the proposal is properly advanced for the sake of 
wholeness in theology and the wholeness of the church's witness". 


- Endorsed an "Ecumenical Decade for Churches in Solidarity with Women," to 
begin in 1988 [EPS 87.01.36]. 


- Approved three "main emphases" for a successor to Hans-Ruedi Weber (who will 
be retiring by the end of March 1988) in the WCC biblical studies secretariat: 
"biblical advisory work, within and on behalf of the WCC", training "Bible 
study enablers", and "building up relations with organizations concerned with 
interconfessional Bible work." 


- Accepted an outline of a “new vision of the ecumenical youth movement", 
which expresses priorities in terms of "spirituality, justice, and peace", and 
affirmed an increase in the percentage of youth [under 30] involved in various 
WCC activities. 


- Recommended that the WCC "continue to make an effort to build bridges of 
relationship between the WCC and evangelical persons, churches’ and 
organizations, wherever this is possible". 


- Endorsed the view that "in view of the drop of almost all major currencies 
via-a-vis the Swiss franc, the 1988 [WCC] budget must be lower than the 1987 
approved budget" of 41.1 million Swiss francs. It also asked for a study of 
the possibility of locating some WCC staff outside of Geneva, and paying them 
in local currency. [EPS] 


ZIMBABWE CHURCH AID GOING Ecumenical Press 
TO THE HUNGRY IN MOZAMBIQUE Service 87.02.05 


HARARE (Zimbabwe) (Steve Askin) - Parts of the church in the southern African 
nation of Zimbabwe have joined a growing aid effort for hungry victims of war 
and famine in neighbouring Mozambique. 


Mozambique needs help because its agriculture is disrupted by the violence of 
the South Africa-backed Mozambican national resistance, a military force 
similar to the 'contras' in Nicaragua. An estimated four million Mozambicans 
are endangered by a severe food shortage caused by civil strife. 


In recent months, at least ten denominations - including Assemblies of God, 
Baptists, Church of Christ, Methodists, Pentecostal and Salvation Army - have 
given to an aid drive for hungry people inside Mozambique. 


This comes on top of a long-running aid programme for Mozambican refugees 
sponsored by Christian Care, relief and development arm of the Zimbabwe 
Christian Council, which includes Methodist, Reformed, Anglican, Lutheran, 
Independent, and other Christian jurisdictions. 


Christian Care has worked with the Mozambicans since 1982, when it organized 
the first unofficial relief camps and provided food for thousands who poured 
into this country to escape famine. 


Mozambicans still stream into Zimbabwe, though war has replaced famine as the 
main cause of the exodus. Up to 100,000 are now believed to be here, with 
about 30,000 still in the camps. Christian Care has shifted from relief to 
development, assigning an agricultural adviser and a community worker. 


In addition, the Catholic Development Commission spent about 200,000 dollars 
on food and sanitation facilities for the refugees last year. 


Years of co-operation lie behind this generosity, says Janice McLaughlin, a 
Roman Catholic’ Maryknoll sister from the US and co-founder of the 
Zimbabwe-Mozambique Friendship Association. 


Both nations border on South Africa. They are united by common experiences 
resisting “white minority rule. Mozambique won independence’ first, 
overthrowing a Portuguese colonial regime in 1975. 


The new nation immediately offered humanitarian and military aid to black 
Zimbabweans against the apartheid-style Rhodesian Front which was overthrown 
in 1980. 


"I saw how selfless the Mozambican people were", says McLaughlin, who worked 
there with Zimbabwean refugees before independence. Though Mozambican 
peasants "didn't have much themselves, they brought sugar, papayas, sometimes 
even chickens to our camp". [EPS] 


US: Lutheran-Anglican, Lutheran-Orthodox talks continue EPS 87.01.06 
NEW YORK - Representatives to the third round of US theological dialogue 


between Anglicans and Lutherans reportedly made "significant progress" at 
their meeting last month toward completion of a document on "the gospel and 
its implications,"' as a contribution to "the road to full communion." Next 
topic for the group is the historic episcopate. Since 1982, US Anglicans and 
Lutherans have had a formal relationship called "interim sharing of the 
eucharist." In another US dialogue, involving Lutherans and Orthodox, 
participants spoke of a "measure of consensus," and said that remaining 
disagreements and differences are "not as great as they had seemed." [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Mathai Zachariah: "Emerging Dalit Theology in India" EPS 87.02.07 


This item is from an editorial in the October issue of the monthly organ of 
the National Council of Churches of India. Zachariah is its editor. — Other 
articles and reports in the issue take up questions raised in the editorial. 


The word ‘dalit' has become a familiar one to most Indians during the last 
five years or so. In Sanskrit this word means 'the oppressed’. The first 
impact of the word was rather unfortunate because it came with the 'Dalit 
Panthers' who were angry young people out to destroy and rebuild. But since 
only the destruction part took place, people do not have a happy memory about 
them. Any how they faded out and we hardly hear of them now. 


Then a group of Christians took up this word. They started using it to refer 
mostly to Christians of Scheduled Castes Origin (COSCO). A large number of 
young Christian activists involved in social action groups slowly captured 
this word and eventually founded in 1985 the ‘Christian Dalit Liberation 
Movement' (CDLM). COSCO has now receded to the background and CDLM has come 
to the front. 


Under the leadership of some young Christian activists this organization is 


gathering momentum. CDLM has held two annual conferences. The first one 
was held in 1985 at Delhi on the theme ‘In the Struggle of the Least of our 
Brothers and Sisters'. The second one was held at Bangalore last summer on 


the theme 'The Struggles and Aspirations of the Christian Dalits'. ... The 
CDLM has started holding programmes. It is too young to be recognized by the 
churches as a credible organization. But most of the churches are in 
agreement with the aspirations of CDLM. 


They claim that dalits form 60 percent of the church membership in India. 
Possibly so. We are not sure. Anyhow, there is no doubt that the major 
section of the church in India is constituted by people who came from 
Scheduled Castes. But this does not mean that they should always form a bloc 
like a political party in the churches and act as a pressure group. There 
are occasions when they may have to do this, but if it is a constant practice 
it does not auger well for the church in India. The task of the dalits is not 
to capture the church but to conscientize it so that the dalit cause will be 
embraced by all and eventually by the society at large. 


Down through the centuries a section of people in India have suffered at the 
hands of the dominant groups. It is these people who have been deprived, 
marginalized and thrown to the fringes of society who are today trying to 
conscientize themselves about their own rights in a free and democratic 
country like ours. 


The dalits are in a hurry. They are a terribly angry group, but we must 
understand that they are an absolutely deprived group, at the bottom rung of 
the ladder in society, even today persecuted openly. They bear the brunt of 
the anger of the bourgeoise landlords all over India especially in the 
undeveloped areas ... If the church is to be true to its Lord in India today 
it has to hear the cry of the dalits and give top priority to serve them at 
the point of their hopes and struggles. ... 


Caste distinction does prevail in the churches today, particularly in the four 
South Indian states of Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Karnataka and Kerala. To 
the Christians in the north this is not much of a problem and they react 
rather adversely to be referred to as Christians of Scheduled Castes origin. 
--» Anyhow since this is a major issue for a large number of Christians in 
India, the others have to sympathetically view this mattes «nd lend a he lping 
hand. ... [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Robert Wilken: "Reformation Reflections" EPS 87.02.08 


Wilken, professor at the University of Virginia, is a Lutheran. For two 
decades, he taught at US Roman Catholic institutions. He was asked what he 
had learned from that. This item, reprinted in Lutheran World Information, 
appeared in longer form in a US publication, Forum Letter. 


..- If the Reformation is not remembered and celebrated by evangelical 
Christians it will be forgotten. This is not to say that the Reformation is 
ignored in Roman Catholic colleges and seminaries, nor that contact with 
evangelicals has not disposed Roman Catholics to aspects of the Christian 
tradition that Lutherans learned during the Reformation, but that for Roman 
Catholics the Reformation is not part of their communal memory. 


They may respect the reformers, they may be charmed by Luther's personality 
and edified by his writings, but for them the Reformation is not a theological 
or ecclesial event. And of course it is not marked in their calendar. Roman 
Catholics know the Reformation only as an event in the past, not as a living 
flame, and only those who have been seared by its fire can genuinely bear 
witness to it. 


For Lutherans, it is not one historical occurrence among many (though it is 
that as well), but an unparalleled moment in the church's history, a time when 
faithful men and women saw God's truth with fresh eyes and proclaimed it with 
such clarity and boldness that their vision brightens our lives even today. 


But in the course of the Reformation and its aftermath, something important 
was lost, and if I were to name one thing that is wanting among us, it would 
not be the papacy, nor bishops (real ones that is), but the quiet testimony of 
monks and nuns. This is a great privation. 


At one time I thought the restoration of monastic life was necessary on 
pragmatic grounds, that monasticism, with its requirements of celibacy, could 
provide men and women for exceptional ministries, in the inner city or in 
foreign lands, for example. But now, after my years among Roman Catholics 
(and with a firmer grasp of Christian history), I realize that the demise of 
monastic life in the Reformation churches is a profoundly spiritual loss. 


The texture of our communal life is less rich, less nuanced, because we do not 
have monks and nuns as spiritual guides and models, as counsellors and 
friends, nor do we have monasteries and religious houses to which we can 
retreat for prayer, solitude and spiritual refreshment. The monastic life 
serves the church simply by exhibiting another way of being a Christian, by 
offering possibilities that do not conform to the conventional patterns of our 
society. Because we lack the unassuming presence of men and women who submit 
themselves to a spiritual discipline, for whom prayer is part of their daily 
routine and meditation, an essential component of their life, our vision of 
the Christian life is severely constricted. 


Finally, it is a pity Lutherans have relinquished the term "Catholic" to Rome. 
To be sure, Rome is more comprehensive and more varied simply because of its 
size and geographical expanse, but it is a denomination nonetheless. This too 
I have learned. Roman Catholics know this, and anyone who lives among them 
for long recognizes it. Of course, Rome is so vast and self-sufficient that 
Lutheran reappropriation of the term "Catholic" would have little impact on 
Rome itself, yet it would alter in subtle ways our own self-understanding, and 
remind other Christians, including the Orthodox (for whom the Reformation is 
doubly alien, both Western and Protestant) that the Reformation was an event 
in Catholic history, and that the churches of the Augsburg Confession are 
within this tradition, not by accident but by conviction. - EPS 


ECUVIEW/Wolfgang Schmidt: "Ecumenical Transition" EPS 87.02.09 


Schmidt left the staff of the Commission on the Churches' Participation in 
Development (CCPD) of the World Council of Churches at the end of last year. 
He is now Asia secretary for the Basel Mission (Switzerland). This is 
excerpted from a farewell letter he wrote to WCC colleagues. 


... What has irritated me most is the spiritual inability of the church of the 
rich to face her own image and the shadows of others under which she is hiding 
her being, totally captured by a kind of natural norm for which the rapidly 
increasing pauperisation of the poor and the vast majority of humankind seems 
to be as irresistible as the abundance of the minority of the rich. Not only 
has the church been reluctant to involve herself in structural/political 
changes in favour of the poor, but also nothing has really been done to 
structurally change the inadequacies within the ecumenical church family. 


It is not disappointment, as some friends try to interpret some of my 
analyses. It is a profound sadness at the churches’ careless courtesy in 
dealing with her own shadows and inherited chains. 


Having worked with CCPD for almost a decade; having been faithful to our 
ecumenical commitment to unity, having tried to be in line with our 
evangelical conviction, having struggled to get the biblical option 


operational in historic terms, has rightly brought some friends to the 
conclusion that my own understanding of solidarity is consciously working 
against “our own interests", i.e. the interest of the church of the rich. 


Those friends are right: It is this experience in the process which adds to 
the assumption that there are two manifestations of the church in our time. 
There is a church of the rich, lamenting with the poor and regretting her 
being rich, but theologically she believes in a very pragmatic way in the 
divine providence and ordinance of her being rich. 


And there is a church of the poor, which theologically contests this belief in 
a divine fate by a new practice of faith and ecumenism. 


Wealth and poverty have emerged as the two new points of reference and are 
dominating the relationship between the "haves" and the "havenots" in the 
church and the wider human community. The new reference points have replaced 
the common faith and they have dissolved the unity of the ecumenical movement. 


We may still talk in terms of one church, but the reality is that she is split 
into two classes according to material being. Moreover, the church of the 
rich increasingly shows symptoms that she refuses her liberation from a very 
comfortable theological practice of providence, from her obviously 
impenetrable shadows and indestructible sweet chains of abundance. 


What I attempt to express should not be understood as a _ presumptuous 
statement, but much more as a confession that, at a certain moment in the 
process, we have relinquished our legacy too easily; we have lost imagination 
and conviction; we have, for instance, closed our eyes to the suffering 
protests, to the growing number of social and hunger revolts all over the 
world; we have sacrificed a growing powerful ecumenism of humankind for 
lentil soup project. 


We have contributed to a deep-seated hopelessness which some friends are 
trying to whitewash by pragmatic activism, motivated by an instinct of 
self-preservation and self-abasement. It does not help. The analysis of 
what has happened in the last decade has to be decent: —- EPS 


ECUTEXT: "WCC Statement on Southern Africa" EPS 87.02.10 


This item is excerpted from a statement approved by the Central Committee of 
the World Council of Churches [EPS 86.02.02]. 


1. The situation in southern Africa and the Frontline States [which border it] 
is today characterized by a sharpening of conflict and an intensification of 
the struggle for liberation and justice. The mounting repression and 
violence in South Africa and Namibia, especially in the period following the 
declaration of a state of emergency on 12 June 1986 by the apartheid régime, 
have created further world-wide concern and attracted almost daily headlines 
in the media. 


2. In South Africa, a virtual military takeover has taken place with the 
establishment of the State Security Council (SCC) as _ the’ highest 
decision-making body of the racist régime. The black townships have become 
totally militarized, occupied by soldiers and _ police. Severe media 
censorship has also been imposed. In Namibia similar cruel and inhuman 
treatment of the populace remains the rule of the day. South Africa continues 
to flout international public opinion by its persistent refusal to help 
implement UN resolution 435 which provides for Namibian independence. In both 
countries increasing unemployment among non-whites reflects a worsening 
economy and creates more pain and suffering. 


3. The plight of children and youth in southern Africa has_ caused 


international outrage. They have been arbitrarily detained, tortured with 
electric shocks and shot from the back. Former detainees are taken to 
"reorientation camps" where they are subjected to a _= programme of 
brain-washing. Half the children born in the Bantustans [black "homelands" 


declared independent by South Africa] die of malnutrition and curable diseases 
before the age of five. Infant mortality for black children in Namibia is 
eight times that of white children. In both countries millions of children 
are denied access to education, decent housing and basic health care in sharp 
contrast to their white counterparts who receive compulsory education and 10 
times more the benefits of the government education expenditures. 


4. The destabilization of the Frontline States and the neighbouring countries 
continues unabated. South Africa, with the assistance of its surrogates, 
targets the infrastructure of these countries for destruction. It has caused 
an astronomical US$ 10 billion damage to their economies. Destabilization, 
committed without regard for international law, not only creates political 
instability in the Frontline States, but also weakens the latter's ability to 
provide vital services to the victims of the apartheid régime and _ the 
liberation movements. 


5. In the wake of such atrocities, Christians and churches both inside and 
outside southern Africa have strengthened their resolve to iasten the fall of 
this evil system. They continue to work for a united, free and democratic 
South Africa and for Namibian independence by taking new and bold measures to 
bring apartheid to an end. ... [On South Africa, the Central Committee: ] 


7.(a) reaffirms its conviction that apartheid stands condemned by the gospel 
of Jesus Christ and that justice and peace in southern Africa depends on the 
eradication of this racist and evil system; 


8.(b) expresses again its support and admiration for the courageous life and 
witness of the churches and leaders of the South African Council of Churches 
(SACC) and other churches including the Roman Catholic church, for their 
sacrificial efforts to be peacemakers and for serving as a national rallying 
point for combating apartheid and for their ministry to the victims o* 
oppression and their families; [over ] 


southern africa/2 


9.(c) condemns the declaration of a state of emergency of 12 June 1986 and the 
subsequent military takeover of the black townships as another escalation of 
violence and oppression impending a non-violent resolution to the conflict; 


10.(d) views the media censorship as a means of hiding from world public 


opinion the atrocities perpetuated by the régime's own agencies and security 
forces; 


1l.(e) expresses grave concern at the mounting incidences of arrest and 
detention without charge, torture, extra-judicial executions and plundering of 
property, committed with impunity by soldiers, death squads and vigilantes, 
and at the disappearance of 40 to 50 thousand people from the black townships 
since June 1985; 


12.(£) strongly denounces the increasing practice of targeting children and 
youth as victims of torture during detention, murder and brain-washing and the 
continued denial of their right to adequate food, shelter and education; 


13.(g) demands the South African régime immediately to lift the state of 
emergency and release in particular the 4,000 children and youth who are still 
held, all political prisoners and other detainees, and permit the return of 
exiles: ... 


[On Namibia, the committee: ] 


14.(h) gives thanks to God for the prophetic witness and courageous stand of 
the Christian Council of Namibia (CCN) and its member churches for human 
dignity, justice, and liberation in Namibia. 


15.(i) condemns also the installation of the so-called transitional government 
in Namibia as a delaying tactic and another attempt to by-pass UN resolution 
435 which it reaffirms as the only basis for peace and independence in Namibia 
and expresses its support for the South-West Africa People's Organization 
(SWAPO) as the authentic representative of the people of Namibia; 


16.(j) denounces the perpetuation of repressive violence waged in Namibia by 
the South African Defence Force and its surrogates, the destruction of church 
property and the harassment, imprisonment, torture and killing of the clergy 
and the people of Namibia; 


17.(k) calls on the international community, in particular the United States 
administration, to reject the linking of the UN plan for Namibian independence 
to an extraneous issue which has no bearing on the Namibian people's right to 
self-determination, and urges the US churches to redouble their advocacy in 
this regard. ... 


[The document concludes with sections on the Frontline States, sanctions, and 
and 12 "recommendations to the churches". 


[These include that they "continue to campaign for divestment and withdrawal, 
and to support the SACC's call to make rescheduling of South African debt in 
April 1987 dependent on the resignation of the Botha government", to "make 
contributions to and increase financial support for the WCC Special Fund [to 
Combat Racism], the liberation movements recognized by the UN, and all the 
other institutions which are actively combating apartheid", and to prepare 
Sunday school material on "the consequences of apartheid".] [EPS] 
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SHOPTALK (54/05) 


In EPS 87.01.34, the reference to the 600,000 Palestinians should be to 
those who live in Israel, not to those who live in the West Bank area. They 
number, as indicated, about 700,000. The other 500,000 in the occupied 
territories are in Gaza. 


WCC 87, an illustrated account of WCC programmes and activities since 
January 1986, is available from WCC Publications, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


Children detained in South Africa: Copies of the April 1986 "Memorandum on 
the Suffering of Children in South Africa" by the Black Sash Organization in 
South Africa, and of last November's speech in Stockholm, "Children Under 
Apartheid", by Audrey Coleman of the South African Detainees Parents Support 
Committee are available from WCC/PCR, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


EPS 86.01.06 in issue 54/04 should be numbered 86.02.06. 


The new issue of the WCC quarterly Ecumenical Review (January 1987) has as 
its theme The Reformation in Geneva: 450 Years After. A copy is available 
from WCC Publication Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


A tentative WCC calendar of meetings for 1987 is available from EPS. 


The new (1986/No. 23) issue of PCR Information has as its theme: Southern 
Africa - the Harare and AI-Gams Declarations: A Call for Freedom and 
Independence for South Africa and Namibia. A copy is available from WCC/PCR, 
Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


In EPS 87.01.28, the figures in the second paragraph on the second page are 
Zimbabwe, not US dollars. (The US-dollar equivalents are approximately 70 and 
180 thousand.) 


A statement and recommendations from a consultation of Indian “bishops, 
church leaders, and representatives of groups involved in peoples struggles" 
is available from P.M. Larbeer, Partners in Justice Concerns - India, Flat No. 
3, SCMI, 29 CSI Compound, 11 Cross, Mission Road, Bangalore 560 027. 


An article about talks in Minneapolis by Argentine Methodist theologian José 
Miguez Bonino is available on request from EPS. 


The Federation of Evangelical Churches in Italy has a new monthly news 
service in English. The federation, which includes Reformed (Waldensian), 
Baptist, Methodist, Lutheran, and Salvation Army participation, is located at 
Via Firenze 38, 00184 Rome. 


Photo Oikoumene, the WCC photo catalogue, is available to those who request 
it: WCC/Visual Arts, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


The EPS 1986 index is now available on request. However, if you have 
requested the index in previous years, or have recently asked for copies, you 
are on our mailing list and a copy has been sent to you, so please do not 
re-request. 


EPS deadlines are usually on Tuesdays at 8h00 GMT. 


If you ask to be on the list, EPS headlines will be telexed to you. We 
pay for that. You can then ask for texts of items you want. You pay for that. 


EPS printing: this issue, 2 February; next issue, 10 February. 


EPS appears about 45 times a year. 


Vatican document asks third-world debt aid EPS 87.02.11 
ROME - A 5000-word Vatican document (issued 27 January), "At the Service of 
the Human Community: An Ethical Approach to the International Debt Question", 
calls on industrialized and developing nations to share in solving the 
international debt problem, for which they are said to both be partly to 
blame. [EPS] 


Anglicans review partnership EPS 87.02.12 

BRISBANE (Australia) - A conference here of 57 people from 25 countries 
affirmed a worldwide Anglican "partners in mission" (PIM) programme, though it 
called for review and flexibility. According to an Anglican Consultative 
Council report, conferees said the 44 PIM consultations in the past dozen 
years have "clarified mission as a priority, strengthened the unity of the 
newer churches with provinces, and built maturer relationships between the 
traditional 'sending' and ‘receiving’ churches". They also noted problems in 
the “organisation and follow-up of consultations, with some churches using 
them simply to seek funds, and others not taking them seriously or not 
accepting mutual responsibility and accountability". Among the group's 
recommendations are that PIM consultations be done ecumenically where possible. 


SA: Papal representative warns on political involvement EPS 87.02.13 
PRETORIA - Giuseppe Mees, the archbishop who is the pope's envoy in southern 
Africa, delivered a papal message to a meeting of the Southern African 
Catholic Bishops Conference underlining that Roman Catholic clergy are not to 
intervene directly in political activity. South African journalist Hennie 
Serfontein called Mees' warning a "categorical repudiation of leading South 
African Catholic bishops and priests". Mees said social action by clergy must 
"have a realistic outlook on the situation, and ... do all possible to obtain 
solutions without violence". He said dialogue between the bishops and the 
government should continue with "patience and perseverance". But, he added, 
"we also cannot forget to do all in our power to find a just solution for the 
priests, religious, and lay people ... arrested in virtue of the emergency 
situation". These include Smangaliso Mkhatshwa, the priest who is 
administrative officer for the conference. [EPS] 


England: Anglican Evangelical Assembly offers critique EPS 87.02.14 
SWANWICK - The fifth Anglican Evangelical Assembly (here, last month) voted 
its unhappiness that English Anglican bishops have not "clarified" their views 
on those of their number who have perpetuated "ambiguous interpretations" of 
the physical aspects of Christian doctrines about Christ's incarnation and 
resurrection. It also voiced misgivings about recent agreed statements by an 
international team of Roman Catholic and Anglican theologians (ARCIC). The 
assembly also said it is the "duty of church and government to make clear, in 
warning people about [the disease] Aids, that the most effective action 
individuals can take to protect themselves from infection is faithfulness 
within and chastity outside marriage". The meeting also urged that in cases 
of necessity, people who are not priests or bishops be allowed to preside at 
celebrations of the eucharist. [EPS] 


Uganda: martyrs‘ centenary celebrations end EPS 87.02.15 
KAMPALA - A 14-month series of celebrations to mark the 100th anniversary of 
the martyrdom of early Christians in what is now the east African country of 
Uganda ended (27 January) with an appeal by Emmanuel Cardinal Nsubuga, the 
Roman Catholic archbishop here, for foreign missionaries to continue to share 
a responsibility for spreading the gospel with Ugandans. He also appealed to 
Ugandan parents not to demand excessive dowries in making wedding arrangements. 
Earlier, he warned that such parents would be excommunicated. [EPS] 


Concern expressed. about Waite's fate EPS 87.02.16 
LONDON - Government and church leaders voiced fears at the end of last month 
about the fate of Anglican envoy Terry Waite, who went to Lebanon in 
mid-January to seek negotiations with the kidnappers of Western hostages. At 
the time, Waite had not been heard from since he left his hotel room in West 
Beirut (20 January). [EPS] 


WCC sends messages on Korea, Philippines EPS 87.02.17 
GENEVA - World Council of Churches General Secretary Emilio Castro sent (27 
January) messages to Philippine President Corazon Aquino and General Secretary 
Kim So Young of the National Council of Churches in Korea (NCCK). The message 
to Aquino expresses "deep consternation at the police firing on the peasants' 
rally" last month, in which at least 15 people were killed and about 100 
wounded. Castro urged her to "make every effort to prevent such incidents", 
and voiced support for “initiatives you have taken for rebuilding the nation 
based on peace and justice". He urged that "much needed land reforms be 
introduced speedily". The message to the NCCK offered “continuing support to 
the churches in Korea for their witness in the struggle for human rights, 
especially for the eradication of torture". It offered "solidarity and 
prayers in your efforts for full and genuine democratic rights and justice in 
your country". [EPS] 


Lutherans said to have high regard for confirmation EPS 87.02.18 
GENEVA - A_ newly released study by the Lutheran World Federation, 


"Confirmation in Lutheran churches today", says that for most Lutherans, 
"confirmation is ... fundamental to a Lutheran concept of identity", though 
they have "differing understandings of what it is, and when it should be 
administered". Among other things, the study notes that in most Lutheran 
situations, confirmation includes the right to receive the bread and wine of 
the eucharist, although that custom is changing in parts of North America and 
western Europe. [EPS] 


Hungary: Lutherans respond officially to ‘a brotherly word' EPS 87.02.19 
BUDAPEST - An official dialogue established by the Lutheran Church in Hungary 
in the wake of an open letter ("a brotherly word") from 19 pastors and church 
members calling for various reforms [EPS 86.08.44], published its report (18 
January) in the LCH weekly, Evangelikus Elet. The report agrees with the open 
letter that "our church needs a radical inner renewal", but, it adds, "we 
regard this renewal, which should lead to a fellowship of mutual help and 
respect, to be entirely the internal concern of our church", It says that 
"the practices set down in the agreement between church and state, and in the 
laws of our church, are [to be] observed and used" in this process of reform 
and renewal. Four members of the "brotherly word" group were part of the 
dialogue, though one did not sign the report because the open letter has not 
been published in the LCH media. [EPS] 


Namibia: Supreme Court rejects bishops' appeal to end curfew EPS 87.02.20 
WINDHOEK - The Supreme Court of Namibia dismissed (16 January) an application 
by three bishops (Lutheran, Anglican, Roman Catholic) to end the dusk-to-dawn 
curfew in this country which is ruled by neighbouring South Africa. The 
bishops said the curfew is a "threat to life'' which conflicts with freedom of 
religion, movement, and assembly. However, the court said the curfew protects 
the population from "sabotage ... killing and maiming" by anti-government 
"insurgents". Lutheran Bishop Kleopas Dumeni said he is shocked by the 
"one-side decision of the court. ... There are no human rights because we are 
blacks", he added. The court decision requires the bishops to pay all costs 
of the proceedings. They plan an appeal. [EPS] 


GDR: State promises to make available grape juice for church EPS 87.02.21 
BERLIN - Until now, grape juice could not be obtained commercially in the GDR 
(East Germany). However, GDR authorities have now promised to provide it, so 
GDR churches can celebrate the eucharist without alcohol. According to the 
Federation of Evangelical [Lutheran, United] Churches in the GDR, some of its 
congregations and institutions wish to offer grape juice as well as wine at 
the eucharist, to accommodate alcoholics and others not wishing to drink 
alcohol. The authorities have promised grape juice before Easter. [EPS] 


Centennial World Day of Prayer 6 March EPS 87.02.22 
NEW YORK - The 100th anniversary of the "World Day of Prayer" - which began in 
the US in 1887 as a day of prayer for mission - is being observed 6 March in 


about 170 countries and regions. According to Jane Burton, media director for 
[US] Church Women United, the "strength and uniqueness" of the day are that 
"it is initiated and carried out by laywomen ... and celebrated in local 
communities around the world". She called it a "catalyst for women of various 
races, cultures, and traditions to work more closely to bring about changes in 
their lives ... to become aware of the whole world and no longer live in 
isolation, to be enriched by the faith experiences of Christians of other 
countries, to take up the burdens of other people and pray with and for them, 
and to affirm that prayer and action are inseparable. [EPS] 


Africa: church group specifies accusations against ex-secretary EPS 87.02.23 
LIMURU (Kenya) - The General Committee of the All Africa Conference of 
Churches said after an extraordinary meeting (here, 15-17 January) that the 
AACC's former general secretary, Maxime Rafransoa, was placed on compulsory 
leave, and then dismissed, because of charges including, according to Africa 
Church Information Service, "financial and administrative mismanagement, 
nepotism, unnecessary ecumenical tourism, and issues bordering on personal 
morality". It said Rafransoa had a chance to comment before being placed on 
compulsory leave in December. At about that time, Rafransoa announced his 
resignation [EPS 86.12.73], although he later reportedly withdrew it. [EPS] 


US: Christian, Jewish reps denounce ‘Christian Identity' EPS 87.02.24 
NEW YORK - Christian and Jewish representatives denounced the "Christian 
Identity" movement in the US, a_ theological and political tendency 
undergirding several white supremacist groups. The movement contends that 
northern Europeans are descended from the 10 Lost Tribes of Israel, that Jews 
are children of the devil, and that blacks and other non-whites are a lower 
form of species than whites. A belief that a biblically-predicted battle of 
Armageddon will take place in the US is used to justify paramilitary training 
and the stockpiling of weapons. Those denouncing the movement came from the 
American Jewish Committee, National Council of Churches, Southern Baptist 
Convention, and US Catholic Conference. [EPS] 


Nativity church cleaned without incident EPS 87.02.25 
BETHLEHEM - The annual general cleaning of the church here which stands over 
the traditional site of Jesus' birth went peacefully, despite tension that had 
preceded it. In previous years, there were violent arguments and fistfights 
between rival groups of priests. Cleaning is seen as a sign of ownership. 
Following delicate negotiations by Israeli officials that lasted late into the 
night the two major parties in the dispute - Greek (Eastern Orthodox) and 
Armenian (Oriental Orthodox) agreed to leave a disputed section high above the 
entrance to the Grotto of the Nativity uncleaned by either side. [EPS] 


Denmark: panel formed to consider schools' religion teaching EPS 87.02.26 
COPENHAGEN - Bertil Harder, the Danish government minister of education, has 


appointed Lutheran Bishop Herluf Eriksen, a former teacher, to convene a 
committee to review Danish legislation and practice in terms of religious 
education in state-run schools. [EPS] 


US: atmosphere more than doctrine important for "baby boomers’ EPS 87.02.27 
NEW YORK - A survey for the Lutheran Church in America suggests "baby boomers" 
(people born in the two decades since World War II) are more likely to be 
looking for a friendly atmosphere and a "sense of being wanted" than for 
"denominational pedigree, rightness of doctrine, and constancy in the 
practices of piety" when they seek a congregation to belong to. The nearly 75 
million baby boomers are about a third of the US population. [EPS] 


Burundi: bishops condemn restrictions EPS 87.02.28 
BUJUMBURA - Burundi's Roman Catholic bishops condemned "unjust restrictions 
... imposed on church personnel" by the government. They appealed to church 
and state to "refrain from confrontation, antagonism, and conflict", and urged 
church-state reconciliation, co-operation, and dialogue, "for the benefit of 
people whom both institutions are serving". Among restrictions the bishops 
cited are expulsions of foreign missionaries, refusals to allow new 
missionaries to enter the country, nationalisation of church schools, 
abolition of the military chaplaincy, and restrictions on bishops' foreign 
travels. Burundi government officials say it is not anti-religion, only 
opposed to foreign-inspired efforts to "undermine and discredit the government 
in its efforts to promote unity and development among its people". About four 
Burundis in five are counted as Christians, mostly Roman Catholics. [EPS] 


Zambia: church reps decry food riots EPS 87.02.29 
NDOLA - Anglican and Roman Catholic bishops in the Copperbelt province of 
Zambia have asked the government to act to stop food riots in their area. 
During the riots, 15 people were killed, and property worth millions of 
Zambian kwacha_ looted. Roman Catholic Bishop Dennis de Jong said 
"unemployment and high food prices ... have been a time bomb in Zambian 
society for a long time". He also cited government failure to carry out 
announced programmes to resettle the unemployed on farmable land. Anglican 
Bishop Clement Shawa said church and government should consult more closely, 
rather than only at times of crisis. He said church leaders are close to the 
people, and able to advise the government on the nation's feelings. [EPS] 


Czechoslovakia: cardinal defends convicted Christians EPS 87.02.30 
PRAGUE - Three Czechoslovak Roman Catholics, given suspended sentences for 
"obstructing state supervision of the church" and, in one case, “undermining 
the economy", were defended by the Roman Catholic archbishop here, Frantisek 
Tom4Sek. The cardinal expressed his "fundamental disagreement with the 
punishment of believers for activities which do not conflict with the law, and 
whose fulfilment is a right guaranteed by the constitution ... and 
international human rights agreements". He said their activities were natural 
for Christians - "to live according to one's faith ... to deepen it through 
words and writing ... to bring up children in faith and morality, and to tell 
anyone interested about it". The verdicts against the three were reached at a 
trial last May, and confirmed on appeal (12 December). Two others were 
acquitted. [EPS] 


USSR: Christian musician reportedly re-formsreligious rock group EPS 87.02.31 
MOSCOW - Four years after being released from a labour camp after a 30-month 
sentence for attempting to cross the border illegally, Valeri Barinov has 
reportedly reformed his Christian rock group, "Trumpet Call". He has been 
denied permission to emigrate on grounds he has no relatives abroad. [EPS] 


Denmark: proposed changes in pastors' academic requirements EPS 87.02.32 
COPENHAGEN - The Danish government minister of church affairs, Mette Madsen, 
has introduced legislation in the parliament which would = allow 


non-theologically trained people without other university degrees to become 
pastors if they demonstrate by a special test the necessary basic acquaintance 
with theology. [EPS] 


Lutherans lose 10 million in new way of counting EPS 87.02.33 
GENEVA - Last year, the number of Lutherans in the world was estimated at 68.4 
million, but now it's down to 58.6 million mostly because of a new way of 
counting them. Until now, the Geneva-based Lutheran World Federation, which 
compiles the statistics, had counted as Lutherans about 10 million members of 
United Landeskirchen (regional churches) in the FRG (West Germany). The 
United Landeskirchen have Lutheran and Reformed roots. Commented Kate Mann, 
the pastor who is executive secretary of the LWF national committee in the 
FRG: "This doesn't mean that they no longer exist; the Lutherans in the United 
churches are just not countable."" Till now, the number of Lutherans in such 
bodies had been estimated based on the percentage of Lutherans in the bodies 
when they were formed in the 19th century. [EPS] 


FRG: Two church synods support protection for unborn EPS 87.02.34 
MUNICH/STUTTGART - Lutheran synods for Bavaria and Wiirttemberg have expressed 
vigorous support for the protection of unborn human life, and _ supported 
increased assistance to pregnant women in need, who might be considering 
abortion. [EPS] 


Eastern Europe: plans made for mission consultation EPS 87.02.35 
WARSAW - A seven-person preparatory group met (here, 8-9 January) to prepare a 
consultation (scheduled here 30 August-6 September) on evangelism in eastern 
Europe. Areas to be covered in the consultation include the missionary role 
of monastic communities, the missionary dimension of worship, mission through 
evangelism, witnessing among children, the role of arts in communicating the 
gospel, and evangelism in big cities and new towns. Bible studies are planned 
on Jonah and the Acts of the Apostles. Also expected are representatives from 
other continents. The consultation here will also be part of input for the 
1989 Conference on World Mission and Evangelism, sponsored by the Geneva-based 
World Council of Churches. One participant noted that while temperatures 
outside were -3l degrees Centigrade, there was "warm Polish hospitality" 
inside from the hosts, the Polish Ecumenical Council. [EPS] 


Cuba: official newspaper reports arrival of 20,000 Bibles EPS 87.02.36 
HAVANA - The official Cuban newspaper Gramma reported the arrival of 20,000 
Bibles sent under the auspices of United Bible Societies. About 1000 are to 
be made available through the Ecumenical Council of Cuba, the rest through the 
country's seven Roman Catholic dioceses. The paper said the government's only 
conditions for allowing the shipment were that the Bibles be distributed free 
of charge. [EPS] 


Hungary: Swahili Bibles printed here for Tanzania EPS 87.02.37 
BUDAPEST - A fourth printing of Swahili-language Bibles, making a total of 
170,000 since 1983, has been done here for shipment to Tanzania. Production 
arrangements were made by the European Production Fund of United Bible 
Societies. [EPS] 


Hungary: church leaders fault minorities’ treatment in Romania’ EPS 87.02.38 
BUDAPEST - In an article in the church weekly here, Uj Ember, Hungary's Roman 
Catholic bishops said human rights of 1.7 million ethnic Hungarians in 
neighbouring Romania are being partially denied. Also, in a recent general 
statement about Hungarians living abroad, Hungarian Lutheran, Methodist, 
Eastern Orthodox, Reformed, Baptist, Unitarian, and Free Church Council 
leaders mentioned in particular "sad incidents" and "disturbing news" 
connected with the situation of Romania's Hungarian minority. The church 
leaders also said they place a "high value on the fraternal relations which 
exist between our churches and the Romanian Orthodox Church and the other 
churches of Romania". [EPS] 


Denmark: more ‘belated children's baptisms’ EPS 87.02.39 
COPENHAGEN - According to its news service, "belated childrens' baptisms" are 
becoming a “common feature" in Denmark's numerically-dominant Lutheran church, 
where baptism of infants has been the norm. [EPS] 


Poland: Protestant Society formed EPS 87.02.40 
WARSAW - A Polish Protestant Society has been founded here to "secure the 
foundations of religious tolerance and pluralism of faith, to broaden moral 
principles, to lead cultural and social activities, to combat social ills, and 
to organize educational programmes among Protestant youth". The society has 
Lutheran, Reformed, and Methodist participation. Most Poles are counted as 
Christians, most of them Roman Catholics. [EPS] 


Disciples and RCs dialogue on eucharist EPS 87.02.41 
CAMBRIDGE (England) - The ninth meeting of the Roman Catholic-Disciples 


International Commission for Dialogue discussed the eucharist, and agreed that 
it is "the primary event which shows forth the unity of the church ... which 
expresses ecclesial communion most fully ... [and] is essential to the being 
and mission of the church". The commission is co-chaired by Samuel Carter, 
Roman Catholic archbishop of Kingston (Jamaica), and Paul Crow, general 
secretary of the Disciples Ecumenical Consultative Council. [EPS] 


Kenya: archbishop praises decision on bars EPS 87.02.42 
NAIROBI - Anglican Archbishop Manasses Kuria has praised Kenyan President 


Daniel arap Moi's decision to scrap off-licence bars (which sell beer for 
customers to take away to drink). kKuria said beer drinking had eroded the 
moral fabric of the country, causing many social problems, and creating an 
unmanageable society. [EPS] 


Kenya: church de-registered EPS 87.02.43 
NAIROBI - The Kenyan government has de-registered the Rock Church. According 


to J.N. King'auri, the country's registrar-general, the decision was taken in 
the interests of peace, welfare, and good order. The church was registered in 
1972. Its leaders include Kenyans and a foreign’ missionary. [EPS] 

Italy: religious instruction in schools creates controversy EPS 87.02.44 
ROME - New agreements between the state and the numericall- dominant Roman 
Catholic Church have removed its status as the state religion, but have also 
doubled the number of religion lessons in elementary schools, and introduced 
religious education into kindergartens. Students who do not wish to attend 
the Roman Catholic sessions are required to attend an alternative lesson. 
That the Roman Catholic or the alternative lesson is required has prompted a 
protest from the country's Federation of Evangelical Churches (Methodist, 
Reformed [Waldensian], Lutheran, Baptist, Salvation Army, Pentecostal [Italian 
Apostolic]). The federation's position is that religion should be included in 
other courses, and, in any case, not by teachers chosen by church 
authorities. Catechism lessons, they say, should be the responsibility of the 
church and family outside of school hours. [EPS] 


Italy: agreements reached with Pentecostals, Adventists EPS 87.02.45 
ROME - Agreements between the state and the country's Pentecostals (Assemblies 
of God) and Adventists have been reached. Following changes in Italian law, 
the country's denominations are able to negotiate agreements with the state to 
govern their situations. In the Adventist case, the agreement includes an 
articles on conscientious objection to military service allowed to Adventists, 
the role of itinerant evangelists, the validity of the diploma granted by its 
seminary, their observance of Saturday as a day of rest, and their right to 
deduct at least a portion of their church tithes from their taxes. [EPS] 


India: politician charges church falsifies voters' lists EPS 87.02.46 
KOTTAYAM (India) - F.K. Nayanar, leader of the opposition in the assembly of 
the Indian state of Kerala, has charged that the church in the state is 
conspiring with the government majority to falsify voters' lists to the 
disadvantage of "progressive and socialist parties". He said the government 
had directed that lists given by convents, seminaries, and orphanages run by 
church agencies be accepted without verification, and implied that they 
include fictitious names. [EPS] 


US: conservative Christian views of Jews called troubling EPS 87.02.47 
NEW YORK - A survey of 1000 "religiously conservative" Christians released (8 
January) by a Jewish organization, the Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith, 
says most of them believe they should try to convert Jews. Among the survey's 
"troubling" results, said ADL, is that 59 percent agreed that "Jews can never 
be forgiven for what they did to Jesus until they accept him as the true 
saviour", and 50 percent said Christians should "actively help lead Jews to 
accept Jesus Christ as saviour.'' In addition, 51 percent agreed that "Jews 
are tight with money", 27 percent said "Jews are more loyal to Israel than to 
the US", and 27 percent agreed that "because Jews are not bound by Christian 
ethics, they do things to get ahead that Christians do not generally do". The 
survey noted that 60 percent of those who think Jews are tight with money 
consider that a positive trait, as do 49 percent of those who think Jews are 
more loyal to Israel. Over-all, 49 percent had a "very favourable" or 
"somewhat favorable" opinion of Jews. [EPS] 


US: transportation safety board warns on church buses EPS 87.02.48 
WASHINGTON - The National Transportation Safety Board, an agency of the US 
government, has sent a letter to various denominations and church groups in an 
effort to improve the safety of church-operated buses. The letter is a result 
of its investigation of 10 major accidents since 1974 involving such buses, in 
which 42 people died, and 259 were injured. Board Chairman Jim Burnett said a 
major concern is bus maintenance, with poor mechanical condition - especially 
brakes and tires - a recurring factor in the accidents. "The board recognizes 
that many churches have limited resources, and that they may not have the 
finances and/or the technical knowledge required for a sophisticated and 
complex bus operation", he added. "However, a church bus ministry should 
never be compromised by unsafe operations." [EPS] 


Namibia: mother of Swapo president reportedly harassed EPS 87.02.49 
WINDHOEK - Helir Kondombolo Nujoma, mother of Sam Nujoma, president of Swapo, 
the principal group fighting the South African-controlled government here, has 
reportedly been threatened repeatedly in recent weeks. Namibia Communications 
Centre (NCC), a London-based ecumenical information agency, reported that 
Helir Kondombolo Nujoma is in her 80s and not in good health. She is a 
Lutheran, and her bishop, Kleopas Dumeni, has said the church will take 
special care of her in the future. NCC says church people in her area believe 
the aim of the harassment is to make her "psychologically sick, and to kill 
her because of this pressure". 


Belize: attacks reported on Anglicans EPS 87.02.50 

BELIZE CITY - According to reports from the [Anglican] Church in the Province 
of the West Indes, which includes the Anglican diocese for this Central 
American country, there is a "tragic situation" in the diocese, involving 
unspecified "attacks" on Anglican Bishop Keith McMillan and other church 
people. The London-based Church Times, an Anglican weekly, reported last 
month that "the trouble in Belize - according to observers - appears to centre 
on an Anglican family row around the person of the bishop, who is Jamaican". 


[EPS] 


RC-Reformed dialogue continues EPS 87.02.51 

CARTIGNY (Switzerland) - The fourth session of the second phase of official, 
international Reformed-Roman Catholic theological dialogue continued to work 
on the theme, "The Church: the People of God, the Body of Christ, the Temple 
of the Holy Spirit" (here, 3-8 January). The fifth and final session is 
scheduled for next January. Result of the first phase (1970-77) was a 


statement on "the presence of Christ in church and world." [EPS] 


Yugoslavia: Taizé youth meeting planned for both East and West’ EPS 87.02.52 
LJUBLJANA - Taizé, the French ecumenical community, plans a meeting here for 
young people from both East and West (2-3 May). Among approximately 19,000 
young people who came to London over the Christmas holidays for the ninth 
annual Taizé European meeting, there were 2200 from Yugoslavia, along with 
more than 200 from Poland, and a few from Hungary. [EPS] 


Zimbabwe: president comments on church role EPS 87.02.53 

HARARE - Canaan Banana, president of Zimbabwe and a Methodist ordained 
minister, said in a newspaper interview that though some parts of the church 
still seem “frightened just by the mention of the word socialism", the 
country's religious organizations are moving into closer partnership for 
development with the country's government. He praised church involvement in 
development projects and programmes, "in spite of their limited resources". 
He urged religious leaders to take a more ecumenical approach, because "the 
business of each church doing its own thing" has led to wasteful duplication. 


[EPS] 


Nicaragua: president discusses church role in liberation EPS 87.02.54 
MANAGUA - Addressing the annual assembly of the Cepad, an ecumenical 
development agency, Nicaraguan President Daniel Ortega said parts of the 
church in Nicaragua have not been opium for the people, but an element in 
favour of national liberation. [EPS] 


Asia: Christian institutes for social concerns meet EPS 87.02.55 
MANILA - The Fifth General Assembly of the Association of Christian Institutes 
for Social Concerns took place here. The assembly said the association should 
be one way to co-ordinate and stimulate leadership potential, especially among 
youth. New officers of the group are Nelli Lacson Mercado (chairperson, 
Philippines), Seung Hyuk Cho (vice-chairperson, South Korea), K. Jayakar Babu 
(secretary, Madras), and Hyung Kyu Hong (treasurer, Japan). [EPS] 


FRG: church synod asks end of restrictions in Ethiopia EPS 87.02.56 
BUCKEBERG - The synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Schaumburg-Lippe 
has called on the government of Ethiopia to "no longer hinder the work of the 
Ethiopian Evangelical [Lutheran] Church Mekane Yesus, to open closed church 
buildings, and to remove all force from its resettlement programme". [EPS] 


Taiwan: Presbyterians urge increased democracy EPS 87.02.57 
TAIPEI - In a pastoral letter, the Presbyterian Church in Taiwan has 
criticized "misdirected government policies", which mean that the 20 million 
people on the island are "confronted by one crisis after another" The letter 
urges four policies on the government - to attempt to enter the UN, to abolish 
martial law and "govern completely in accordance with the requirements of our 
democratic constitution", to "strictly enforce the holding of truly fair, 
open, and honest elections", and to "respect human rights and rectify past 
deficiencies in the verdicts of the civil courts by immediately setting free 
all prisoners of conscience, political prisoners, and those who have been 
detained without going through due process of law". About seven percent of the 
people on the island are counted as Christians, the Roman Catholic Church in 
Taiwan and the PCT the largest denominations. [EPS] 


PEOPLETALK: Ecumenical Beings and Doings EPS 87.02.58 


Norberto Rodriguez, active in the YMCA movement in Argentina, is the new 
secretary for intermovement co-operation with the World Association of YMCAs 
in Geneva. 


Susy Nellithanam is the new director of the Ecumenical Christian Centre in 
Bangalore (India). She has been associate director since 1984. 


Jacques Stewart, a Reformed pastor, and Louis Schweitzer, a Baptist 
pastor, are the new president and general secretary respectively of the French 
Protestant Federation. Next 1 July, they succeed Jacques Maury, a Reformed 
pastor, and Pierre Chrétien, a Lutheran pastor. The federation groups 
Lutheran, Reformed, and Baptist, and other church jurisdictions and agencies. 


Carlos Rudolfo Kunde, a Brazilian Lutheran, is the new secretary for 
promotion and communication of the Latin American Council of Churches (CLAI). 
He succeeds another Brazilian, Joao Batista Nunes Neto. 


Solomon Serote is the new presiding bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Southern Africa. He succeeds the retiring Daniel Rapoo. 


William Gorski is the new president of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
Chile. He succeeds Stefan Schaller. 


Adam Kuczma is the new president of the Polish Ecumenical Council. He is a 
Methodist superintendent. Besides the Methodists, PEC includes Eastern 
Orthodox, Reformed, Lutheran, and Baptist participation. 


Athanasios Basdekis, an Eastern Orthodox theologian, is the new head of the 
Frankfurt-based ecumenical clearing house Gkumenischen Centrale. He succeeds 
Laurentius Klein, a Benedictine Roman Catholic priest. 


Trond Bakkevig, who has been general secretary of the Council on Foreign 
Relations of the [Lutheran] Church of Norway, is now a personal adviser to 
Knut Frydenlund, Norway's government minister for foreign affairs. 


Frank Chikane, and the Institute for Contextual Theology in South Africa, 
which he directs, have received the Peace Prize of Diakonia Sweden. The 
institute was instrumental in producing the Kairos Document, a theological 
critique of South African society. 


Gordon Rupp, a British Methodist and a leading Luther scholar, died last 
December. He was 76. 


Beyers Naudé, general secretary of the South African Council of Churches, 
and Teresita Nitorreda, who works with young people in Manila, are 
co-winners of the Gandhi Prize, instituted last year by Brother Roger of 
Taizé. The prize (a citation and no money) goes to "people who devote their 
lives to peace, reconciliation, and sharing." 


John Poulton, a former missionary in Uganda, and a canon and vice-dean of 
the Anglican cathedral in Norwich, is dead at the age of 61. He wrote the 
book Feast for Life in preparation for the Sixth Assembly of the World Council 
of Churches (1983, Vancouver). 


John Templeton, founder of the Templeton Prize for Progress in Religion, is 
now a British knight. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Robin Gurney: "Racism in British Society" EPS 87.02.59 
Gurney, a former editor of EPS, is now doing church work in England. 


The issue of racism is never far from the surface in British society. 
Indeed, many believe there is an inherent streak of racism in the British 
nature. 


And churches seem to have failed to draw into their numbers in any way what 
are euphemistically termed "new Commonwealth" citizens. 


The term applies to those countries who have gained their independence from 
British colonialism since the 1960s and are ethnically black or brown. 


The white Commonwealth states of Canada, Australia, and New Zealand are 
therefore excluded from this term. 


Two happenings brought this subject to mind recently. The first was that at 
a meeting of Anglican evangelicals. There, I was struck by the force with 
which participants were pressing for more lay participation and for more women 
representatives. 


Both laudable objectives. But not once in a four-day gathering did I hear 
any mention of the fact that there was no black or brown face among the 
participants. 


Indeed, it was curiously old-fashioned to hear Bishop Michael Nazir-Ali, 
formerly of Pakistan and now assisting in the preparation for the 1988 Lambeth 
Conference of Anglican bishops, and Vinay Samuel, the Indian who is general 
secretary of the Evangelical Fellowship in the Anglican Communion (EFAC), 
speak to an all-white audience of their worldwide concerns almost as if the 
era of colonialism was still among us. 


Perhaps it is, at least in too many people's ways of thinking. 


The second happening came in a report of comment made by the Anglican bishop 
of Croydon, Wilfred Wood, the Church of England's first black bishop, and 
former moderator of the Programme to Combat Racism of the World Council of 
Churches. 


Wood has headed a commission in his diocese (Southwark) on race relations. 
The report from the commission accuses clergy of giving race relations a "low 
priority". 


The more interesting comment comes, however, in the phrase that this failure 
is often due to "a well-meaning liberal 'Christian' assumption that every one 
is treated the same in our society". 


In Britain today it appears that the "evangelicals" - claiming increasing 
influence in the power structures of the church - are in cahoots with the 
"liberals" in putting minority ethnic issues low down in their list of 
priorities. 


There is no "official" discrimination in British society - not even positive 
discrimination as advocated in the US. 


Maybe the church should be the body to advocate and practice a little more 
positive discrimination in favour of the ethnic minorities, citizens of 
Britain. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Rob van Drimmelen: "Christianity and Economics" EPS 87.02.60 


This is excerpted, and slightly edited, from an address to a conference (6-9 
January) in Oxford on Christian faith and economics. Van Drimmelen is 
executive secretary for socio-economic programmes in the Commission on 
Churches’ Participation in Development of the Geneva-based World Council of 
Churches. 


... [Some statements by free-market supporters] have messianic undertones: if 
the prices are free, human beings will be free, the free market will create 
justice. Unfortunately anti-interventionist philosophy does not have a 
monopoly in this respect; we can also observe quasi-religious statements in 
some Marxist literature, for example in reference to the ‘ideal state’. 


These modern interpretations of deliverance should make us feel rather 
uneasy. There is therefore a need to demystify economics, to identify the 
"visible hands', to attack the idea that economics is 'value free'. There is 
a need to explain why financial efficiency does not automatically lead to 
social efficiency. There is a need to criticize growth concepts which 
pre-suppose automatic 'trickle down' effects and justice as a by-effect. 


There is a need to expose the prevailing economic concept of scarcity because 
it relates to things that people want and not necessarily need. Scarcity is 
not a default of creation; it is a creation of humankind. There is a need to 
oppose the view that unjust outcomes of the economic process’ should be 
corrected afterwards, by others (e.g., governments), ... and there is a need 
to stress that ... justice should be a presupposition for economic behaviour. 


...- There is a need for Christians to firmly oppose ... [the view that] the 


present economic system has served the world well. In fact, ... the present 
‘order' has cannabalistic features. ... Yesterday, today, and tomorrow again, 
40,000 children die from starvation and exhaustion. At the same time, a 


minority is possessed by its possessions, determined to defend these at all 
costs with a nuclear build-up costing millions of dollars per hour, by 
military interventions all over the globe, by trade wars, by protectionism, 
and by using food as a political weapon. 


Any Christian reflection about economics should start with affirming that the 
earth is the Lord's. Over against the diabolic features of an Economy of 
Death, we should work towards an Economy of Solidarity and Respect. Over 
against the concept of the homo economicus, we place the homo oikoumenicus who 
is concerned about the whole inhabited earth. Over against the over-stressed 
importance of consumer sovereignty, and the view that labour is simply a 
production factor, we emphasize human dignity. 


Over against the adoration of Mammon and Mars, we put our faith in the God ... 
who gave his Son so that we would have life more abundantly. Over against the 
‘market democracy’ in which only people with money can vote, we stress the 
criterion of the ‘brother in need' ... for the ordering of the economy. Over 
against the right of the strongest and the survival of the fittest, we put the 
right of the weakest and the empowerment of the poor. Over against trust in 
competition as positive force, we emphasize co-operation as a _ leading 
principle. 


... If we operate on these principles, we might be considered unrealistic and 
foolish in the eyes of some but we also know that the wisdom of this world can 
be folly in God's sight (1 Corinthians 2:19). We are not other-worldly, nor 
inner-worldly, but pro-wordly. Some might even accuse us of activism. But 
... the Bible is full of stories about activists. ... We might also be afraid 
because we don't know where the radical Christian principles may lead us in 
practical economic life, but ... we have the words of Paul that in hoping for 
something we do not yet see, we can show endurance (Romans 8:25). ... [EPS 


ECUVIEW: "Refugees and the Church in Thailand" EPS 87.02.61 


This is excerpted from the December issue of the newsletter of the Refugee 
Service of the Geneva-based World Council of Churches. The newsletter's 
report was based largely on reports from John Dunford, refugee relief 
co-ordinator for the [United] Church of Christ in Thailand, where most people 
are Buddhists. The report details the situation of Khmer, Lao, Vietnamese, 
and Karen refugees in Thailand. 


... Resettlement - and particularly the churches’ resettlement ministry - has 
been a failure and a _ success. It represents a failure in that everyone 
recognizes that resettlement is the least desirable alternative for the 
refugees. Uprooted from their cultures, unable to play a role in changing 
their societies, the refugees are forced to adapt to new cultures and norms. 


Many of those resettled have adapted extraordinarily well and are deeply 
grateful for the chance to begin new lives. But many other Indochinese 
refugees have not adapted so well; the pain of exile and their isolation have 
meant suffering and even death in some cases. Resettlement also represents a 
failure in that it illustrates how the churches have not been successful in 
reconciling opposing sides in conflicts. 


Today, churches are playing a more active role in reconciliation and 
rehabilitation efforts in the Indochina Project. But it will probably be 
years before these efforts are successful enough to enable refugees now in 
Thailand to return home. And it is unlikely that the refugees will be able 
to remain in Thailand until a political solution is possible. In fact, the 
government of Thailand has said that 1986 is the "year for resettlement"; 
1987 will be the “year for repatriation". ... 


The Church of Christ in Thailand was one of the first agencies to help 
refugees as they began to arrive in the middle of 1975. Presently the CCT 


operates three separate refugee programmes. In 1975, when the number of 
refugees entering Thailand reached large proportions, CCT began working with 
non-Khmer Indochinese,. Assistance has been given through this programme to 


Hilltribe Lao, Lowland Lao, and Vietnamese refugees. 


Over the years, the CCT/WCC programme has changed in nature according to the 
various needs and pressures experienced. Projects have included construction 
of buildings, vocational-training programmes, emergency relief, family 
planning and much more. 


During the last four years or so CCT has not actively attempted to generate 
projects or to compete with other agencies in providing services. Instead, CCT 
has responded to requests ... as needs have arisen. In October 1979, an 
ongoing programme was established to assist Khmer refugees arriving in 
Thailand [from Kampuchea] ... as well as Thai villagers along the ... border. 
By: the beginning of 1984, CCT's relief programme ... consisted mainly of 
providing financial support to ongoing programmes run by other agencies and 
responding to emergency and logistics needs as they arise. 


In‘ particular, CCT supports projects as diverse as shoe- and soap-making, 
water wells, and prosthesis fitting. Operation Handicap International has an 
excellent programme partly supported by CCT of constructing artificial limbs 
out of low-cost materials available locally. This is especially important as 
the number of mine victims is high among the refugees living along the 
Kampuchean border. A third CCT programme is designed to aid Karen refugees 
«+. escaping the Burmese attacks on their trading centres. ... Seven Christian 
agencies ... decided to pool their resources to run a joint programme ... 
[which] provides most of the food needed by the Karen refugees. [EPS] 
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SHOPTALK (54/06) 


Documentation et: Informations Africaines (DIA), a Kinshasa~based, French- 
language, church-news agency, marked the 30th anniversary of its first 
information bulletin 18 January. 


wec 87, an illustrated account of WCC programmes and activities since 
January 1986, is available from WCC Publications, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


Situation reports available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20: 
relief/rehabilitation in Zimbabwe (no.1, 2 February) 
post-earthquake rehabilitation in Argentina (30 January) 
emergency in Sudan (no.6, 9 February) 
post-earthquake rehabilitation in El Salvador (no.2, 9 February) 


A tentative WCC calendar of meetings for 1987 is available from EPS. 


The new (1986/No. 23) issue of PCR Information has as its theme: Southern 
Africa - the Harare and AI-Gams Declarations: A Call for Freedom and 
Independence for South Africa and Namibia. A copy is available from WCC/PCR, 
Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


In EPS 87.01.28, the figures in the second paragraph on the second page are 
Zimbabwe, not US dollars. (The US-dollar equivalents are approximately. 70 and 
180 thousand.) 


A statement and recommendations from a consultation of Indian "bishops, 
church leaders, and representatives of groups involved in peoples struggles" 
is available from P.M. Larbeer, Partners in Justice Concerns - India, Flat No. 
3, SCMI, 29 CSI Compound, 11 Cross, Mission Road, Bangalore 560 027. 


An article about talks in Minneapolis by Argentine Methodist theologian José 
Miguez Bonino is available on request from EPS. 


The Federation of Evangelical Churches in Italy has a new monthly news 
service in English. The federation, which includes Reformed (Waldensian), 
Baptist, Methodist, Lutheran, and Salvation Army participation, is located at 
Via Firenze 38, 00184 Rome. 


Photo Oikoumene, the WCC photo catalogue, is available to those who request 
it: WCC/Visual Arts, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


EPS deadlines are usually on Tuesdays at 8h00 GMT. 


EPS headlines can be telexed to you. We pay for that. You can then ask 
for texts of items you want. You pay for that. 


EPS printing: this issue, 11 February; next issue, 18 February. 


EPS appears about 45 times a year. 


ARGENTINA: SOME CHURCH Ecumenical Press 
REPS REJECT ‘PUNTO FINAL‘ Service 87.02.62 


This item is adapted from Lima-based Latinamerica Press (29 January). 


BUENOS AIRES (Dafne S. de Plou) - Some church leaders are vigorously objecting 
to a government decision that after 26 February, no new legal cases can be 
brought against military personnel accused of committing human-rights 
violations during the 1975-83 military dictatorship. 


The new law (the "punto final" or "last word") has provoked a nationwide 
debate. Notable church leaders have joined political, labour, and human- 
rights organizations in rejecting it. 


Church of God President Gabriel Vaccaro says the law means "the government has 
reneged on its promise to the people to see that justice is carried out". 


Disciples of Christ President Luis Parrilla says that “as long as one human 
being, one sector of the community still turns to the legal system to bring 
charges regarding crimes they believe have been committed, it is up to the 
system of justice to rule on the case". 


Supporters of the law say it will allow a process of national healing and 
reconciliation, but Rodolfo Reinich, president of the Argentine Federation of 
Evangelical Churches, warns against against the view that "making exceptions 
for one social group lays the groundwork for national reconciliation; this 
way of acting gauges the responsibilities of some differently from those of 
others." 


Methodist Bishop Federico Pagura says the last word would have already been 
pronounced and the process of reconciliation begun "if members of the armed 
forces and police had had the civic courage and the moral integrity to reveal 
the fate of our compatriots, whom they subjected to forced disappearance, 
torture, and even death". 


He notes that those who committed many heinous crimes must now live with their 
consciences as well as their fears and insecurities. "We care about the 
anxiety these people must live with, but are more concerned about the anguish 
of thousands of families whose loved ones were victims and whose fate is still 
unknown", he observes. 


The Ecumenical Movement for Human Rights (MEDH) rejects any attempt at amnesty 
that would "limit the fundamental search for truth and the action of 
justice". It warns that such a limitation would undermine the country's new 
democracy. MEDH includes Methodist, Reformed, United, Disciples, Lutheran, 
and Pentecostal participation. 


Church leaders who participated in the now-disbanded National Commission on 
Disappeared Persons also signed a declaration criticizing the law. (The 
commission was created by the government in December 1983 to investigate 
human-rights violations.) 


Roman Catholic Bishop Jaime de Nevares (Neuquén diocese) and Methodist 
Bishop-Emeritus Carlos Gattinoni co-signed a statement saying "high placed 
officials of the armed forces and security organizations justify the horrors 
perpetrated and at times exalt these acts as expressions of national honour, 


and as a means of preserving Western and Christian values. We must ask 
whether kidnappings, savage torture and murder form part of these Western 
values.'"'" They say the government has "confirmed the suspicions of the 


majority of Argentines that there are two categories of citizens: members of 
the armed forces, and everyone else". [EPS] 


ARGENTINA: CHURCH FOCUSES Ecumenical Press 
ON RIGHTS OF NATIVE PEOPLES Service 87.02.63 


This item is adapted from Lima-based Latinamerica Press (5 February). 


BUENOS AIRES (Dafne S. de Plou) - A landmark declaration by the Roman Catholic 
bishops' Pastoral Team for Indigenous People (ENPA) has_ focused public 
attention on the issue of native peoples' rights. 


During its second national conference, held here last October, ENPA issued a 
strongly worded document that denounces ethnocide and genocide and calls for 
self-determination for indigenous peoples, the return of traditional Indian 
lands, and the official recognition of Argentina as a multi-ethnic society. 
Signers call on the church to "humbly recognize its [own] guilt and correct 
its error with genuine service to the poorest of the poor". 


The stance of the team is similar to ones taken by other Latin American 


Christian groups working with the continent's native peoples. Here in 
Argentina, however, it appears just short of revolutionary. For centuries, 
most Argentines have ignored the country's indigenous peoples. The 


conservative Roman Catholic hierarchy has never been known for championing 
their rights. 


When the continent was colonized by Spain, soldiers and religious orders 
worked together to conquer bodies and souls. Of the 50 ethnic groups that 
populated Argentina before the conquest, 39 have been wiped out; today, there 
are about 320,000 indigenous people among the country's population of more 
than 30 million. Even after independence from Spain, the state continued to 
back the spiritual conquest of Argentina's indigenous. peoples. The 
constitution of 1853 stipulated that one of the functions of congress was "to 
promote the conversion of the Indians to Catholicism". 


In recent years, however, Roman Catholic church workers have begun to seek new 
pastoral approaches. In 1983, bishops and pastoral agents working with 
indigenous peoples met several times and agreed the church had "a precarious, 
impoverished and dispersed presence" among native groups that sometimes was 
“ambiguous and contradictory in practice", 


ENPA was set up in 1985. It brings together bishops, priests, and pastoral 
agents working in parts of the country where the indigenous population is 
still significant. Church observers here say they believe its influence will 
help assure a meeting with native peoples during the pope's April visit. Such 
a meeting did not appear on the programme released last November; then, the 
bishops noted the country's indigenous community was "not numerous". 


In another part of the church, the Higher Evangelical Institute of Theological 
Studies (ISEDET) has held ecumenical meetings of pastors, priests and pastoral 
agents working in indigenous communities since the mid-1970s. Now under the 
auspices of the Centre for Christian Studies, these meetings bring together 
Mennonites, Anglicans, Reformed, Baptists, and Methodists once a year. Some 
Roman Catholics are also invited to participate. 


In general, missions of minority Christian denominations have promoted the 
growth of indigenous churches. In the late 1960s, the first indigenous 
Anglican bishop, Mario Masrifio, was consecrated. 


The [Pentecostal] United Evangelical Church has grown dramatically in areas 
where the indigenous population is concentrated. Local indigenous leadership 
combines fervent evangelization efforts with the struggle for access to land 
and improvement in the areas of health, education and culture. [EPS] 


RUSSIAN ORTHODOX Ecumenical Press 
PLAN 1988 'SOBOR' Service 87.02.64 


MOSCOW - A "“sobor" (local council) of the Russian [Eastern] Orthodox Church 
(ROC) is to be held 6-9 June 1988 in connection with celebrations marking the 
1000th anniversary the "baptism of Rus" (the coming of Christianity to an area 
which is now part of the Ukraine, a republic of the USSR). 


The planned sobor was discussed by Metropolitan Sergi, the ROC chancellor, in 
an article in the English-language newspaper Moscow News. 


The estimated 300 sobor delegates are to include a bishop, a priest, and a 
layman from each ROC diocese, including those outside the Soviet Union. The 
last two sobors: - in 1945 and 1971 - were called to elect a new patriarch. 
The one before that met in 1917-18, at the time of the Soviet revolution. 


Sergi says that besides a main report on the millennium, the sobor is to 
receive reports on the ROC "charter", foreign relations, peace-making efforts, 
publishing, and newly recognised saints. 


The metropolitan says the charter would replace the current ROC "statute" 
(enacted in 1945 and revised in 1961) which "in our opinion, needs to be 
perfected". The new charter is to be "founded on church tradition, and church 
canonical law". 


(The revised statute shifted financial control of parishes from their priests 
to lay church councils, a change which some have considered as contrary to 
church law.) 


Sergi also says the charter will "take into account the changes in the 
operating legislation", an apparent reference to state, not church law, which 
was outlined last year in the Journal of the Moscow Patriarchate. 


The interviewer suggests the sobor will officially canonise the warrior prince 
Dimitri Donskoy, icon painter Andrei Rublyov, and Amvrosi, a noted spiritual 
guide (starets) from the monastery of Optina. Sergi does not confirm or deny 
the list, but reports preparations for possible canonisations are being 
supervised by Metropolitan Yuvenali of Krutitsy and Kolomna. 


(The Archeparchy of Lviv, a Rome-based Eastern Catholic jurisdiction in 
communion with the pope, said last month that Havryyil Kostelnyk, an Eastern 
Catholic priest who became Eastern Orthodox and played a major role in uniting 
Ukrainian Catholics with the Russian Orthodox Church at the end of World War 
II, will also be canonised, as one who "suffered greatly on account of his 
faith, and was murdered by the enemies of the church". 


(The archeparchy's view, however, is that Kostelnyk is "inseparably linked to 
one of the most dubious chapters" in ROC history, and that the priest was a 
"pawn in the hands of the state apparatus, and those elements in the Russian 
Orthodox hierarchy that collaborated with it".) 


On 10 June, right after the sobor, the main ceremony marking the millennium is 
to take place in Moscow. There are also to be ceremonies in Kiev, Leningrad, 
and Vladimir. Special services and meetings are also to take place in all 
dioceses and parishes. 


Other preparations for the millenium include an international conference on 
theological issues, a new edition of the Bible, a five-volume ROC history, 
special records and albums, and three new decorations for service. [EPS] 


ENGLAND: ANGLICAN BISHOPS REJECT Ecumenical Press 
DIOCESE FOR WOMEN'S ORDINATION FOES Service 87.02.65 


LONDON (Robert Nowell) - Bishops of the [Anglican] Church of England (CE) have 
firmly rejected a non-territorial diocese for those opposed to ordaining women 
as priests. In a report for the CE General Synod (23-26 February), they 
describe such an idea as “legally undesirable and theologically unacceptable". 


After the report was released, London Bishop Graham Leonard said it “accepts 
division and separation as an inevitable consequence" of ordination of women 
as priests and "accepts the departure of those who cannot agree to it." He 
urged those opposed to such ordinations to both work to "preserve ... true 
doctrine and unity," and to "prepare for such a separation" if need be. 


In their report, the bishops say there ought to be room in the church for 
those who are for the time being agnostic about women as priests, and for 
those unwilling to accept the ministrations of women. "However, for some 
groups not to recognize lawfully-ordained ministers would inevitably threaten 
the inner communion of the Church of England", the bishops warn. 


They agree that those who could not accept the ordination of women as priests 
"would need to find other ways of continuing their existence within the 
universal church, and would be entitled to explore such ways." Some opponents, 
they note, would "believe themselves entitled to a share in [CE] resources." 


The bishops refer to "an impaired state of communion" between parts of the 
Anglican Communion which do and do not ordain women as priests. "What is 
barely tolerable between provinces would be even more acutely felt between and 
within dioceses of a single" church, they observe. Stressing the interim 
nature of special arrangements for those who could not accept women as 
priests, the bishops recommend that a bishop be able to refuse to ordain, 
institute, or license on grounds of sex, and that a parish be able to prevent 
a woman who is a priest exercising her ministry within it. 


But, say the bishops, should the Church of England ordain women, it would be 
“anomalous" to appoint a bishop actively opposed to that decision. At the 
same time, they add, a bishop ought to respect the mind of his diocese if a 
"significant majority" oppose women as priests. 


The CE synod was asked to endorse the bishops' recommendations, and to invite 
its standing committee to prepare legislation along these lines. Final 
approval of any such legislation would require a two-thirds majority in each 
of the synod's three houses of bishops, clergy and laity. Sufficient 
majorities on this or similar issues have not been reached in previous synod 
votes. The final-approval stage for such legislation is not expected before 
1990. As from this month, however, women are being ordained in the Church of 
England, as deacons. [EPS] 


US: Lutheran bishops warn on clergy divorce EPS 87.02.66 
SAN FRANCISCO - Bishops from three US Lutheran bodies planning to unite as the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America said at a meeting (here, 25-30 January) 
that more must be done to strengthen clergy families and decrease stress in 
clergy life. Leonard Larsen, director of Iowan Lutheran Social Services, 
estimated that the rate of clergy divorce may be about four or five percent, 
compared to 11 percent in the US as a whole in 1984. Bishops said, however, 
that the divorce rate among clergy is clearly growing. One major issue for 
the bishops is whether clergy should be held to a higher standard on the issue 
than are church members in general. [EPS] 


FRG: pastors rebaptized EPS 87.02.67 
LENSAHN - Two pastors - Lutheran Reinhart Weber and United Klaus Hoffmann, 
were rebaptized "biblically" at the Free Evangelical congregation here. 
Weber, who is retired, said infant baptism as practiced in the Evangelical 
[United, Lutheran, Reformed] Church in [West Berlin and West] Germany is "not 
according to the Bible". Hoffmann has asked the leadership of the Evangelical 
Church in Hesse and Nassau to stop the baptism of very young children. He has 
been suspended from his pastoral duties. [EPS] 


Madagascar: famine prompts church appeal EPS 87.02.68 
ANTANANARIVO - A worsening famine situation in southern Madagascar has 


prompted a Lutheran appeal for assistance. [EPS] 


India: president urges Christian moratorium on converting Hindus EPS 87.02.69 
PANAJI - Indian President Zail Singh has urged Christian missionaries to 
declare a "self-imposed moratorium" on efforts to convert Hindus. He made his 
appeal while attending a cornerstone laying for a church-sponsored "children's 
village" here. Singh said there is enough for church people to do "in terms 
of service to the country's poor and destitute. That is where God lives." 
Most Indians are Hindus; some Hindu groups have increasingly demanded a 
government ban on conversions. [EPS] 


Canada: relaxation on church-press mailing restrictions seen EPS 87.02.70 
OTTAWA - A new parliamentary report recommends that church publications 


continue to receive preferential postal rates. The report comes on the heels 
of moves by the government's post and communications department to change the 
policy, by refusing to renew the preferential-rate mailing permits of several 
publications [EPS 86.12.74]. The post office is under pressure to reduce its 
deficit, which runs to 200 million Canadian dollars a year. [EPS] 


Egypt: Coptic Pope Shenouda sees hour coming for unity EPS 87.02.71 
CAIRO - Pope Shenouda III, leader of Egypt's Coptic (Oriental Orthodox) 
Christians (who make up most of the Christian minority in this majority Muslim 
country), says "the hour is coming" when Eastern and Oriental Orthodox will 
"again be one in Christ, because the differences which exist between our 
churches are the weakest which have ever existed". The differences between 
the two Orthodox families, he said, are "all in formulations, and not in the 
essence of our faith". The pope was interviewed by a Greek (Eastern) Orthodox 
publication, "Ekklisiastiki Alitheia". [EPS] 


US: RC bishops warn on communion sharing EPS 87.02.72 
WASHINGTON - Roman Catholic bishops in the US have reiterated the official 
Roman Catholic view that Christians who are not Roman Catholics are welcome to 
attend celebrations of the eucharist under Roman Catholic auspices, but they 
are not generally invited to receive the eucharistic bread and wine. 
"Reception of the eucharist by Christians not fully united with us," the 
bishops wrote, "would imply oneness which does not exist, and yet for which we 
must all pray. Those not receiving sacramental communion are encouraged to 
express in their hearts a prayerful desire for unity with the lord Jesus, and 
with one another." The bishops said they released the guidelines, which will 
appear in worship booklets used in many parishes, because of confusion about 
the subject. [EPS] 


Scotland: Kirk committee warns of UK Nicaragua policy EPS 87.02.73 
EDINBURGH - In a letter to UK Foreign Secretary Geoffrey Howe, Maxwell Craig, 
convener of the Church and Nation Committee of the [Reformed] Church of 
Scotland, has urged the UK government to dissociate itself from US government 
policy towards Nicaragua. Craig described US policy as a "form of barely 
concealed colonialism which is unworthy of a great nation committed to 
democratic ideals". [EPS] 


SA: Farisani released EPS $1 p02 «18. 

VENDA - Simon Farisani, the South African Lutheran pastor and dean (regional 
leader) who was detained 22 November, was released unconditionally 30 
January. He said his detention was "one of the most difficult times I have 
gone through, but I left it in the hands of God"", He said he lost 13 kilograms 
because of a hunger strike he began on New Year's Day, and that he was 
questioned extensively about his travels outside South Africa. He said he was 
not tortured, but was threatened with five years of house arrest. Presented 
at one point with a "temptation", an invitation to do church work overseas, he 
said he told his captors he could not make such decisions while detained. 
Farisani is an outspoken critic of apartheid (race separation with white- 
minority dominance) in South Africa. This was his fourth arrest without 
trial. He has widely discussed his torture during previous detentions. [EPS] 


Kenya: government to monitor, co-ordinate NGO activities EPS 87.02.75 
NAIROBI - K. Kosgey, the Kenyan minister for culture and social services, told 
a seminar sponsored by non-governmental organizations (NGOs) here that the 
government plans to monitor and co-ordinate NGO activities in the country. 
This, he said, would protect innocent and unsuspecting Kenyans from some 
undesirable elements who "filter into the country with donations and 
ill-planned projects". Kosgey said all NGOs are to register with the Kenyan 
finance ministry. [EPS] 


Malawi: younger clergy said more ecumenical EPS 87.02.76 
LILONGWE - A report from the Christian Services Committee of the Churches in 
Malawi says young clergy seem more ecumenically minded than their older 
counterparts, some of whom "would still like to be apart as was the case in 
the colonial days". About three Malawians in five are counted as Christians, 
mostly Roman Catholic or Reformed. [EPS] 


US: religious conference criticizes welfare policies EPS 87.02.77 
WASHINGTON - A national conference sponsored by the [US] National Council of 
Churches took strong exception [20-22 January] to “disagreeable realities" of 
welfare policies in the US. The 80 people present suggested about 50 policy 
changes in such areas as aid to families with dependent children, preventive 
programmes, and education of constituencies for action. [EPS] 


Mexico: bishops oppose nuclear power plant EPS 87.02.78 
VERACRUZ - In a pastoral letter, the seven Roman Catholic bishops in this 
southern Mexican state say a new nuclear power plant would "pose a grave 
threat to the region's population, and to its flora and fauna". The bishops 
say it should be closed "even though it will mean the loss of huge amounts of 
national and foreign investment that have gone towards the facility's 
construction over the past 17 years". [EPS] 


World Methodist Peace Awards announced EPS 87.02.79 

VIENNA - Officers of the World Methodist Council, meeting here last month, 
chose Woodrow Seals, a US judge, and Bert Bissel, a former local-government 
official in the UK, as 1987 winners of the World Methodist Peace Award. WMC 
General Secretary Joe Hale said Seals and Bissel were chosen because of their 
"consistent commitment to the cause of peace", as reflected in Seals' rulings 
on behalf of civil and human rights, and Bissell's service to people around 
the world and special friendship with the people of Hiroshima (Japan). [EPS] 


US: official urges church to help combat Aids EPS 87.02.80 

NEW YORK - In an interview last month for a Methodist television programme, C. 
Everett Koop, the US surgeon general (the government's top medical officer), 
urged programmes of sex education to help combat the disease Aids. "We should 


be working with parents to take on the education of our children, not only in 
the family, but also in the churches", Koop said. [EPS] 


Namibia: church condemns government takeover of hospital EPS 87.02.81 
SWAKOPMUND - Roman Catholic representatives have condemned the government 
takeover of St Antonius hospital here as an “arbitrary exercise of executive 
power". Last month, the government refused to renew work permits for key 
medical staff at the hospital, all volunteers from the Netherlands, and told 
them to leave by the end of the month. As a result, the church announced it 
would have to close the hospital, whereupon the government said it would take 
it over. Roman Catholic Vicar General Bernard Nordkamp said the government is 
blaming the church for a "situation which arose solely as a result of the 
authorities’ action". The Council of Churches in Namibia (which includes 
Lutheran, Methodist, Anglican, Reformed [Congregational], and Roman Catholic 
membership) said the government action is part of a pattern of government 
"harassment and persecution of the church". [EPS] 


YMCAs consider "intermovement co-operation' EPS 87.02.82 
GENEVA - A consultation on "intermovement co-operation" (here, 28-31 January) 
brought together 32 representatives from Africa, Asia, the Caribbean, Europe, 
Latin America, the Middle East, Canada, and the US. Lee Soo-Min, general 
secretary of the World Association of YMCAs, told the group that "Christian 
mission is the only reason for being of the YMCA". He said there is a "need 
to strengthen YMCAs so as to equip them for greater missionary tasks". In his 
presentation, Huibert van Beek, World Council of Churches executive secretary 
for resource sharing, said the aim of ecumenical sharing in mission is to 
build up a "Christian community of sharing and learning worldwide, as well as 
in countries, towns, and villages, thus affirming God's power of love and 
justice as signs of hope for humanity." [EPS] 


Chile: bishops object to teachers’ dismissals EPS 87.02.83 
SANTIAGO - Chile's Roman Catholic bishops have criticized a government 


decision to dismiss about 22,000 (of 140,000) teachers to cut costs. The 
union of Chilean teachers called the bishops' view "very positive". [EPS] 


Romania: bishop takes issue with charges about minorities EPS 87.02.84 
BUCHAREST - Nifon Ploiesteanul, the bishop who is assistant to the patriarch 
of the Romanian Orthodox Church has described as "totally artificial and 
entirely non-ecumenical publicity" a "Call for Reconciliation to the Caring 
People of Hungary and Romania", an unofficial Hungarian ecumenical statement 
about the "large-scale abuse of the most basic human rights" of ethnic 
minorities in Romania [EPS 86.12.03]. The bishop said the "situation is 
contrary to what the so-called appeal pretends". He called "local ecumenism 
and sincere co-operation among all denominations and nationalities in Romania 
-»- a living and undisputable reality, and therefore any statement to the 
contrary is false and destructive propaganda". He said it is "well known and 
verified that both legally and in reality, all citizens [of Romania], 
including other nationalities - Hungarians, Germans, Jews - enjoy all the 
rights and freedoms, both as citizens, as well as believers". In recent weeks, 
Hungarian church leaders have also commented about the situation of ethnic 
Hungarians in Romania [EPS 87.02.38]. [EPS] 


Pope warns on annulments EPS 87.02.85 
ROME - Pope John Paul told (5 February) members of the Sacred Roman Rota, the 
Vatican body which decides whether to grant marriage annulments (declarations 
that a sacramental marriage never existed), that church officials, not 
psychiatrists, are to decide about annulments. He observed that 
"psychological incapacity has become the reason given for a large number of 
annulment rulings, especially in certain countries". But, he said, the "use 
of experts does not absolve judges of the responsibility of stopping 
themselves being swayed by unacceptable ... concepts". Roman Catholic law 
permits annulments, but not divorces. [EPS] 


Belize: prime minister says church relations amicable EPS p702 486 
BELIZE CITY - Belize Prime Minister Manuel Esquivel says his government "has 
at no time had any but amicable relations with the church, and we have until 
now not responded to repeated attacks made against our integrity in public 
statements and resolutions issued by officials of the Anglican Church of 
Belize". In a letter to 0.U. Lindsay, the archbishop of the [Anglican] Church 
in the Province of the West Indes (CPWI, which includes the Anglican diocese 
for this Central American country), Esquivel says he is "amazed" by a CPWI 
resolution about the "tragic situation" in Belize [EPS 87.02.50]. He called 
it a "rush to judgment" and “most unfair to the government and people of 
Belize. ... It would appear," he adds, “that there are persons who wish to 
provoke a confrontation between church and government for politic; 1 reasons", 
He offered his "assurance ... that the government of Belize will not allow 
such provocation to interfere in Belize's long and proud history of mutual 
respect between church and state." [EPS] 


US: Asian-American Methodists meet EPS 87.02.87 
NEW YORK - About 400 Asian Americans in the United Methodist Church held an 
assembly last month which stressed uniting among different Asian language and 
cultural groups. Among other things, the assembly endorsed as a candidate for 
bishop next year, a Korean who is a United Methodist district superintendent, 
urged retention of the "Korean Creed" in the proposed new UMC worship book, 
and pledged support for peace and reconciliation in the Philippines. [EPS] 


FRG: ‘Free churches' ask talks with Orthodox on proselytism EPS 87.02.88 
BERLIN - Following its committee meeting in West Berlin, the FRG Association 


of (Evangelical) Protestant Free Churches (VEF) has asked for discussions with 
Orthodox representatives on proselytism (dishonestly seeking to have people 
change from one Christian tradition to another). Orthodox have been quite 
concerned about proselytism, and the VEF committee wants to discuss the 
distinction between that and legitimate evangelism. [EPS] 


FRG: Rhineland synod agrees on full communion with Methodists EPS 87.02.89 
BAD NEUENAHR - The synod of the [United] Evangelical Church in the Rhine land 
has agreed on full communion with the United Methodist Church in the FRG. It 
also agreed that while the black cassock remains the standard, pastors may 
wear a light-coloured robe with the agreement of their parish. The synod also 
asked the FRG government to ban shipments of construction plans for arms and 
military equipment to South Africa. [EPS] 


FRG: regular church-goers prefer more conservative parties EPS 87.02.90 
BONN - An analysis by the Institute for Applied Social Science of voting in 
the FRG (West German) general elections last month shows members of 
Evangelical Landeskirchen (United, Lutheran, and Reformed regional churches) 
tend to prefer Social Democrats, and Roman Catholics the more conservative 
Christian Democrats. However, regular church goers, Evangelical or Roman 
Catholic, were more likely to prefer the Christian Democrats. [EPS] 


Namibia: 'new wave of detentions' reported EPS 87.02.91 
LONDON - The Namibia Communications Centre, based here, says church sources 
report a "new wave of detentions" in Namibia by the South African authorities 
last month. The church-supported agency released a list of 17 detained 
people. [EPS] 


Tanzania: Anglicans allow baptism of polygamists EPS 87.02.92 

DAR ES SALAAM - The [Anglican] Church of the Province of Tanzania has decided 
to allow a man who has more than one wife to be baptized, with his wives. 
However, should he marry another wife after baptism, he would be excluded from 


the eucharist. The former church rule required a polygamous man to abandon 
all wives but one before being baptized. [EPS] 


Romania: Baptist appointments reported blocked EPS 87.02.93 
KESTON (England) - Keston College, which monitors religious developments in 
Eastern Europe, says appointments of several Romanian Baptist pastors recently 
elected to positions of responsibility have been blocked by the government 
department of religious affairs. According to Keston, the upcoming congress 
of the Baptist Union is in doubt "since the delegates to the congress are the 
area office-holders ... and the congress cannot take place until the 
department of cults has approved the names of all the participants". [EPS] 


FRG: flap over Kirchentag poster, bank EPS 87.02.94 
FRANKFURT - A poster for the West German (FRG) Kirchentag, a church gathering 
expected to draw up to 100,000 people here (17-21 June), was withdrawn after 
criticism of its design. Among the various people included within the outline 
of a cross was a figure of an Orthodox Jew. Critics said it is wrong to 
"force Jews into the cross". In another controversy, anti-apartheid activists 
are objecting to the association of the Kirchentag with Deutsche Bank, which 
has links with South Africa. Kirchentag officials have told the bank they 
will withdraw accounts unless the bank presses the South African government 
for major changes when it renegotiates loans later this year. [EPS] 


Wildlife Federation furthering religion/conservation alliance EPS 87.02.95 
GLAND (Switzerland) - The World Wildlife Federation, based here, has set up a 
task force to "particularly concentrate on co-operation between conservation 
and religious organizations in promoting the cause of conservation, spreading 
the conservation message, and strengthening the ethical base of conservation". 
Last September, in Assisi (Italy), WWF celebrated its 25th anniversary. That 
included an "interfaith ceremony" at the Basilica of St Francis, and Buddhist, 
Christian, Hindu, Muslim, and Jewish declarations on nature. [EPS] 


Nicaragua: crusade, conference rescheduled; harassment cited EPS 87.02.96 
MANAGUA - Organizers of a crusade and leadership training conference, which 


include the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association among their supporters, have 
decided to postpone the events until May. Government officials authorized 
both events for this month; organizers said the delay was caused by harassment 
and false accusations in a pro-government newspaper, Barricada. [EPS] 


Switzerland: church reps oppose changes in exile law EPS 87.02.97 
BERNE - Leaders of the Federation of Protestant [Reformed, Methodist] 


Churches, Conference of [Roman Catholic] Bishops, and Christian [Old] Catholic 
Church are opposing a proposed revision of Swiss law on the right of exile, on 
grounds it would adversely affect rights guaranteed by the Swiss 
constitution. There is a nationwide vote on the proposal in April. [EPS] 


Switzerland: Sri Lankan bishop asks compassion for Tamils EPS 87.02.98 
GENEVA - David J. Ambalavanar, the [United] Church of South India bishop in 
Jaffna (northern Sri Lanka), here for a World Council of Churches meeting, 
told a news conference (3 February) he hoped the Swiss government would allow 
Tamils from Sri Lanka who were being held at the airport here to see relatives 
in Switzerland. (Those at the airport were later allowed to enter Switzerland, 
at least temporarily.) He also expressed the view that Tamils, of whom 
several thousand are seeking asylum in Switzerland, could be in danger if 
forced to return to Sri Lanka, where there have been bloody clashes between 
minority Tamils and majority Sinhalese in recent years. [EPS] 


Kenya: Presbyterian moderator criticises foreigners on Aids EPS 87.02.99 
NAIROBI - George Wanjau, moderator of the Presbyterian Church of East Africa, 
criticized foreigners who say the disease Aids is widespread in Kenya, notably 
the coastal towns of Mombasa and Malindi. Wanjau also charged some foreigners 
lure Kenyan youths into immoral practices. Some people fear talk of Aids in 
Kenya will adversely affect the country's booming tourist industry. [EPS] 


Finland: archbishop objects to testing Africans for Aids BEA, 22 -02..100. 
HELSINKI - Lutheran Archbishop John Vikstrém says the decision of the Finnish 
medical board to test students arriving from Africa for the disease Aids is a 
“dangerous step towards discrimination. One should rather test those Finns 
who may spread the infection to their families because of their behaviour 
during their trips abroad", he said. Vikstrdém also likened some people's 
attitude towards Aids patients to "that of Jesus' contemporaries towards the 
leprous. They are feared, condemned, and isolated."" The archbishop said 
rather that Jesus "treated the leprous as members of the community". [EPS] 


China: Amity Foundation publishes guidelines EPS 87.02.101 
NANJING - The Amity Foundation, a Christian organization which works with 
foreign church-related organizations which want to assist cultural, 
educational, and social service programmes in China, issued a statement last 
month on such relationships. It says such aiding groups should be in "general 
sympathy with China's socialist modernization ... be willing to abide by the 
laws and customs" of China, and "respect the Three-Self principle" of Chinese 
church life. The foundation opposes "random distribution of Christian 
literature, fund-raising for church building and other work, the use of funds 
for the training of Chinese church workers ... and similar practices which are 
carried on without the expressed consent of proper Chinese church authorities. 
It is unfortunate", Amity added, "that there are still a number of Christian 
groups overseas which use language teaching or the offer of technical 
assistance as a cover for their clandestine activities." It called such "an 
offence to the Chinese people" which is "opposed by Chinese Christians. The 
--. foundation is grateful to friends who feel obliged to inform it of such 
activities." [EPS] 


HK church reps: ‘face with fortitude the coming changes' EPS 87.02.102 
HONG KONG - In a joint statement, the ecumenical commission of the Roman 


Catholic Diocese of Hong Kong and the unity committee of the Hong Kong 
Christian Council (which includes many of the other parts of the Christian 
minority here) have urged Hong Kong Christians to "face with fortitude the 
coming changes" as the British colony becomes a "special administrative 
region" of China in 1997. "Hong Kong", they say, “has already entered a time 
of change when everything is to pass through a critical period of 
restructuring. We believers in Christ cannot remain obstinately in our small 
groups, gazing at the sky from the bottom of a well." [EPS] 


Kenya: three denominations withdraw from council of churches EPS 87.02.103 
NAIROBI - The Africa Inland, Africa Gospel, and Full Gospel Churches have 
withdrawn from the National Council of Churches of Kenya. In its letter of 
withdrawal, the Full Gospel denomination said the NCCK is "involving itself in 
politics and giving the church a bad image". Not counting the three, the NCCK 
includes 22 denominations as full members, including Anglican, Lutheran, 
Reformed, Methodist, Quaker, Pentecostal, Baptist, Salvation Army, and 
Independent jurisdictions. [EPS] 


Taiwan: Presbyterians meet on mountain people EPS 87.02.104 
TAIPEI - Participants in a Presbyterian-sponsored meeting about the situation 


of the island's mountain people urged that the tribal aborigines be given 
preferential treatment in the fields of education, occupational training, and 
family welfare, because of discrimination they have suffered. The meeting 
also suggested that the strict enforcement of a government policy of 
encouraging two children per family amounts to genocide because the population 
of the mountain tribes is rapidly declining anyway. Among other topics 
addressed were land rights, cultural identification and autonomy, youth 
emigration to urban areas, prostitution, and the establishment of 
communication networks with native rights organizations in other countries. 
[EPS] 


ECUTEXT: "WCC Statement to UN Human Rights Commission" EPS 87.02.105 


This oral intervention was given (9 February) by Ninan Koshy, director of the 
Commission of the Churches on International Affairs (CCIA) of the World 
Council of Churches in connection with item 9 of the agenda of the 43rd 
Session of the UN Commission on Human Rights, meeting in Geneva. The item 
deals with "the right of peoples to self-determination, and its application to 
peoples under colonial or alien domination or foreign occupation". 


..- [CCIA] expresses its profound appreciation for the commendable leadership 
the United Nations has given in the promotion and defence of the right of 
peoples to self-determination. In several parts of the world member churches 
of the World Council of Churches reflecting the aspirations of the peoples to 
which they belong are actively engaged in the struggles for self-determination. 
Many churches around the world affirm solidarity with such struggles and 
support them. ... ' 


The remarks we make under this item reflect these experiences within the 
constituency of the World Council of Churches. 


The right of peoples to self-determination is one of the most fundamental 
among human rights and one of the most dynamic concepts in international 
life. It is with peoples that the whole United Nations Charter is concerned, 
from its very first affirmation 'We, the Peoples'. That is why this right 
occupies a unique place and is of a special character. 


The United Nations, especially through this body, has on various occasions, 


- condemned the violation of the sovereignty and territorial integrity of 
countries and the human rights and fundamental freedoms of their peoples, 


- affirmed the legitimacy of the people's struggle for liberation from 
colonial and foreign domination and alien subjugation, 


- called for full respect for the basic human rights of all individuals 
detained or imprisoned as a result of their struggle for self-determination 
and independence. 


It is against these declared positions of the United Nations and on the basis 
of direct expressions of concern and active engagement of churches related to 
the World Council of Churches, that we want to highlight three situations 
which also illustrate three types of denial and violation of the right to 
self-determination. 


However, before doing so, let me take this opportunity to reiterate the 
support of the World Council of Churches to the rights of the Palestinian 
people for self-determination and statehood. We are deeply concerned about 
the present plight of the Palestinians and express the hope that this year 
which is the 40th anniversary of the UN resolution on the partition of 
Palestine, the international community will redouble its efforts for the 
realization of the legitimate rights of the Palestinian people. 


We specially look forward to the speedy implementation of the UN General 
Assembly resolution on an International Conference on the issues involved. 


First, the right of self-determination of the people of Namibia, a country 
under illegal occupation. In a statement adopted by the Central Committee in 
January 1987, the World Council of Churches condemned "the installation of the 
so-called transitional government in Namibia as a delaying tactic". [over] 


human rights/2 


The Council considers this as one more attempt to by-pass the United Nations 
resolution 435 which can be the only basis for peace and independence in 
Namibia. 


The churches in Namibia have been in the forefront of the struggle for 
independence. Their leaders have become special targets of attack by the. 


South African government. Many of them have been detained and several 


tortured. Across the country, the South African Defence Force raid houses, 


abduct children to concentration camps where they are tortured, and arrest and 


detain people. 


The time has come for greater concerted efforts by the international community 
to break the intransigence of the South African government. 


Second, the right of self-determination of the people of New Caledonia, a 


non-self-governing territory within the meaning of the charter. The [UN] 
General Assembly has affirmed the inalienable rights of the people of New 
Caledonia to self-determination and independence [from France]. The World 


Council of Churches has, in various ways, supported the legitimate aspirations 
of the Kanak people and the Eglise Evangélique has, through various means, 
responded to the needs of the Kanak people at this crucial stage in history. 


The World Council of Churches expresses its appreciation for the decision of 
the United Nations General Assembly to place this on the agenda of the Special 
Committee on the situation with regard to the implementation of the 
declaration on the granting of independence to colonial countries and 
peoples. We express our concern about the terms of reference and the 
eligibility for participation in the referendum planned by the administering 
power. 


Third, the right of self-determination of the people of Nicaragua. The 
Executive Committee of the World Council of Churches in September 1986, said, 
"The sovereignty of the Nicaraguan nation is under threat. Its territorial 
integrity has been violated. The rights of its people for self-determination 
has been violated. Their efforts to shape their own destiny are being 
thwarted," 


The Nicaraguan people are trying to build an order responsive to their own 
history and distinctive culture, independent and non-aligned, pluralistic and 
with an economy designed to benefit the poor. Churches in the membership of 
the World Council of Churches, especially those in the United States have 
extended pastoral and material support to the churches and people in Nicaragua. 


The economic and military intervention against Nicaragua blatantly violating 
international law has to be terminated. 


There is another aspect of the right of self-determination to which the United 


Nations may give attention. This relates to the new upsurge among 
nationalities, ethnic groups, etc. in many countries for recognition and 
identity as well as for autonomy. Governments need to explore more creative 


and imaginative ways of responding to these demands. 


In several instances struggles around these demands have made the lines 
between internal and international conflicts thinner or disappear. While 
this is an admittedly complex and delicate area, the time has come for the 
United Nations to look at such conflicts more carefully both in terms of the 
right of self-determination of peoples and the integrity and independence of 
nations. ... [EPS] 
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,imbabwe: Methodist university proposed; bishop controversial 
lew Zealand: church committee urges cigarette ad ban 
ronference tackles North/Latin/Caribbean misunderstandings 
mdia: four church buildings attacked in three villages 

mdia: ecumenical consultation planned on service to nation 
juatemala: WCC urges investigation of three deaths 

ndia: diocese conducts weddings for needy couples 


ICC: world mission conference to be in US 

sia: ecumenical meetings planned on other faiths 
fapan/Hong Kong: Lutherans plan movie about WWII pastor 
weden: Survey says two-thirds of Swedes never read Bible 
taly: church groups propose Nelson Mandela for Nobel prize 
taly: Protestant women object to women's military service 
taly: Salvation Army hostel bombed 


IS: NCC-RC collaboration to continue 

vesotho: takeover reported in Evangelical Church 

IS: Vatican appoints three to review Seattle situation 

DR: church leaders reject proposal for communion for unbaptized 
fietnam: archbishop reported questioned by police 

‘aiwan: Presbyterians warned on magazine 

fanada: church leaders ask 'new covenant’ with Natives 


yanada: church reps meet with government on Latin America 

3A: apology on remarks on church role in politics 

surope: religious freedom proposal made to security conference 
2anama: RC bishops express concern on ‘sects’ 

ICC: Essay/poster/music contest announced 

Jicaragua: church-state talks ‘'cordial' 

laiti: bishops reflect on anniversary, problems 


laiti: National Federation of Protestant Youth being founded 
ithiopia: Gudina Tumsa 'probably' dead 

lorld Methodist leaders ask SA collection, speak on Aids 

IS: Lutherans clarify stand on eucharist with Reformed 
letherlands: Remonstrant Brotherhood blesses homosexual couples 
wapo, Namibian church, LWF reps meet 


ICUTEXTS: "WCC Appeal on Situation in Lebanon" 
"Justice, Peace and the Integrity of Creation" 
"WCC Statement to Human Rights Commission on SA" 
"WCC Statement to UN Commission on Religious Liberty" 
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SHOPTALK (54/07) 


Information about Central America Week '87 (16-24 March) is available from 
82 Margaret Street, London WIN 4HB. Among the week's supporters is Christian . 
Aid, part of the British Council of Churches. 


wee 87, an illustrated account of WCC programmes and activities since 
January 1986, is available from WCC Publications, Box 66, CH-121l Geneva 20. 


Situation reports available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20: 
civil strife in Sri Lanka (no.2, 12 February) 
post-earthquake rehabilitation in Argentina (30 January) 
emergency in Sudan (no.6, 9 February) 
post-earthquake rehabilitation in El Salvador (no.2, 9 February) 


A tentative WCC calendar of meetings for 1987 is available from EPS. 


The new (1986/No. 23) issue of PCR Information has as its theme: Southern 
Africa - the Harare and AlI-Gams Declarations: A Call for Freedom and 
Independence for South Africa and Namibia. A copy is available from WCC/PCR, 
Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


In EPS 87.01.28, the figures in the second paragraph on the second page are 
Zimbabwe, not US dollars. (The US-dollar equivalents are approximately 70 and 
180 thousand.) 


A statement and recommendations from a consultation of Indian "bishops, 
church leaders, and representatives of groups involved in peoples struggles" 
is available from P.M. Larbeer, Partners in Justice Concerns - India, Flat No. 
3, SCMI, 29 CSI Compound, 11 Cross, Mission Road, Bangalore 560 027. 


An article about talks in Minneapolis by Argentine Methodist theologian José 
Miguez Bonino is available on request from EPS. 


The Federation of Evangelical Churches in Italy has a new monthly news 
service in English. The federation, which includes Reformed (Waldensian), 
Baptist, Methodist, Lutheran, and Salvation Army participation, is located at 
Via Firenze 38, 00184 Rome. 


Photo Oikoumene, the WCC photo catalogue, is available to those who request 
it: WCC/Visual Arts, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


EPS deadlines are usually on Tuesdays at 8h00 GMT. 


EPS headlines can be telexed to you. We pay for that. You can then ask 
for texts of items you want. You pay for that. 


EPS printing: this issue, 18 February; next issue, 24 February. 


EPS appears about 45 times a year. 


ZIMBABWE: METHODIST UNIVERSITY Ecumenical Press 
PROPOSED; BISHOP CONTROVERSIAL Service 87.02.106 


HARARE (Steve Askin) - After a search that spanned the continent, a United 
Methodist Church committee proposed Zimbabwe's Old Mutare Mission as the site 
for a university designed to serve Christians of all denominations from 
throughout black Africa. 


The committee visited Liberia and Zaire before deciding to build at the 
Zimbabwe mission, their first in this country, founded in the 1890s in the 
picturesque eastern highlands near the border with Mozambique. 


The university would parallel similar institutions in Asia and Latin America, 
if approved next year by the United Methodist General Conference. Before 
going ahead, the UMC must also get Zimbabwean authorization. Establishment 
of a new university here requires an act of parliament. 


Several key government officials told Methodists they are enthusiastic about 
the plan, which would give Zimbabwe a new university, its second, paid for 
largely by foreign donors. 


Yet, it could still be sidetracked by controversy surrounding the United 
Methodist bishop for Zimbabwe, Abel Muzorewa. 


The bishop is a former opposition party leader. He formally withdrew from 
politics on returning to Zimbabwe in late November after 15 months in the US 
[EPS 87.01.28]. 


Since then, Muzorewa has come under fire from some officials of the ruling 
Zimbabwe African National Union - Patriotic Front (ZANU-PF). 


"Those church leaders who think they can use the church to meet political ends 
should stop forthwith", said Zanu-PF Central Committee member Nelson Mawema 
(14 February) in a speech he says was specifically aimed at Muzorewa. Mawema 
spoke at Murehwa Methodist mission, a long-time hot bed of intra-church 
dissent northeast of the capital, Harare. 


The speech followed a protest in January at another mission where the bishop 
was greeted with placards bearing such slogans as "get away from our area" and 
"we need a new bishop". A government news agency said 1000 people 
demonstrated; Muzorewa insisted there were only a few dozen. 


"We don't stand in the way of Muzorewa if he wants to get involved in politics 
and we don't stand in the way of his leadership in the church", Mawema 
insisted in an interview, "but let him not use the church as a cover if his 
goals are really political". Mawema said the bishop is using church functions 
to re-establish political ties with old supporters, and to lash out at Zanu-PF 
activists who work for the church. 


"That's nonsense", responded Webster Mutomba, a UMC press spokesperson. He 
said the bishop had displayed no interest in political action since 
returning. Mutomba fears, however, that political attacks may "impinge on 
the image of the church" and could be harbingers of government action against 
the bishop. 


Muzorewa was prime minister in the government set up by Ian Smith's white- 
minority Rhodesian Front in the late 1970s. Muzorewa says he paved the way for 
an agreement which led to internationally-recognized majority rule in 1980, 
but many blacks spurned him for working with Smith. [EPS] 


New Zealand: church committee urges cigarette ad ban EPS 87.02.107 
WELLINGTON - The Methodist/Presbyterian public relations committee has called 
for a ban on cigarette advertising and sports sponsorship by the tobacco 
industry. [EPS] 


Conference tackles North/Latin/Caribbean misunderstandings EPS 87.02.108 
NORCROSS (Georgia) - About 35 church leaders from Latin America, the 


Caribbean, and the US met (here, 26-29 January) under the auspices of the 
National Council of Churches. They looked at changing political, economic, 
social, and religious situations in the regions, and assessed church response 
to these changes. Among other things, the consultation suggested more 
co-ordinated sharing of information, an intentional strategy for visits by 
church people, and development of a new style of church aid that focuses on 
long-term and fundamental change. They also urged a better understanding of 
the US "sanctuary movement" (which shelters refugees from Central America), 
more support for peace efforts in Central America by the Contadora group of 
countries, and for increased awareness of the implications of the huge 
external debts of many third-world countries. [EPS] 


India: four church buildings attacked in three villages EPS 87.02.109 
BHUBANESWAR - The Delhi-based SAR church news agency reports attacks last 
month on four churches in three villages of the Phulbani district. Two church 
buildings were set on fire, and two others ransacked. Altogether, about 15 
church buildings in the district have reportedly been attacked in the district 
since late last year. Taken into custody in connection with the latest 
incidents were about 50 people associated with Rashtrya Swayamsevak Sangh, a 
militant Hindu group. [EPS] 


India: ecumenical consultation planned on service to nation EPS 87.02.110 
NEW DELHI - The National Council of Churches of India (which groups more than 
two dozen denominations, including Lutheran, United, Oriental Orthodox, 


Methodist, Baptist, Independent (Mar Thoma) Reformed (Presbyterian), and 
Salvation Army), and the conference of Roman Catholic bishops in India are 
planning a joint consultation on "Our Common Service to the Nation" at 
Dharmaram College, Bangalore, 25-28 May. Christians make up 2-3 percent of 
India's mostly Hindu population of more than 750 million. [EPS] 


Guatemala: WCC urges investigation of three deaths EPS 87.02.1111 
GENEVA - In a message to Guatemalan President Marco Vinicio Cerezo Arevalo, 


the international affairs director of the World Council of Churches, Ninan 
Koshy, has urged a "vigorous investigation" and “effective measures" to 
“clarify circumstances" of the deaths late last month of Camilo Garcia Luis 
and Marta Odilia Raxjal Sisimit (husband and wife) and Mariano Caxjal Sisimit 
(his mother). Their deaths were caused "presumably by [the] special 
operations commando of [the] national police", Koshy said, urging that those 
responsible be brought to justice. Koshy also called for "immediate measures" 
to protect the life of Mariano Raxjal Sisimit, another son of the dead 
mother. Information on the case came to WCC attention through the Central 
American Association of Families of Detained Persons Who Have Disappeared 
(ACAFADE). [EPS] 


India: diocese conducts weddings for needy couples EPS 87.02.112 
MADRAS - The diocese here of the [United] Church of South India has decided to 
conduct 60 weddings for needy couples during this year. The first nine 
couples were married at a joint ceremony last month. Each received 2500 
Indian rupees worth of presents, including a Bible, a picture of Jesus, a 
thali (wedding pendant), a bicyle, some clothes and household utensils, 
provisions for about a week, and 25 packets of biriyani (special rice) for 
their wedding feast. [EPS] 


WCC: world mission conference to be in US EPS 87.02.113 
SAN ANTONIO (Texas) - Trinity University, a Presbyterian school here, is to be 
the site of the next World Conference on Mission and Evangelism, in late May 
or early June of 1989. The conference will be the fourth since the 
International Missionary Council became part of the World Council of Churches, 
in 1961. Previous conferences were in Mexico City (1963), Bangkok (1973), and 
Melbourne (1980). The decision on the location was taken by the executive 
committee of the WCC Commission on World Mission and Evangelism. It also 
considered places in China, Tanzania, Sierra Leone, Brazil, and Cyprus for the 
meeting, which is expected to attract about 600 people. Theme of the meeting 
is "Your Will Be Done - Mission in Christ's Way". 


Asia: ecumenical meetings planned on other faiths EPS 87.02.114 
SINGAPORE - The Christian Conference of Asia and the Federation of Asian 


[Roman Catholic] Bishops' Conferences have jointly announced two "parallel but 
related meetings" here (5-10 July), with a common theme: "Living and Working 
Together with Our Sisters and Brothers of Other Faiths in Asia". In most of 
Asia, Christians are a very small minority of the population. [EPS] 


Japan/Hong Kong: Lutherans plan movie about WWII pastor EPS 87.02.115 
TOKYO/HONG KONG - The Lutheran Media Centre of Hong Kong and the Japan 


Lutheran Hour are planning a movie about Kiyoshi Watanabe, a Japanese pastor 
who undertook "courageous humanitarian actions" during the Japanese occupation 
of Hong Kong during World War II. Watanabe was a translator at the Shamshuipo 
prisoner-of-war camp in Hong Kong. The film explores inner conflicts he faced 
between loyalty to his country and faithfulness to the church. [EPS] 


Sweden: Survey says two-thirds of Swedes never read Bible EPS 87.02.116 
STOCKHOLM - A _ new survey by the Swediesh Institute of Religious and 
Sociological Studies reports two-thirds of Swedes say they never read the 
Bible; one in 12 is said to read it regularly. Nine Swedes in 10 have a 
Bible, though most received it as a gift. Asked to describe the Bible, 30 
percent characterized it as a religious book, more or less inspired by God. 
Another 30 percent placed it among other major books of wisdom. About half 
considered it an important book. At least nominally, almost all Swedes are 
Christians. [EPS] 


Italy: church groups propose Nelson Mandela for Nobel prize EPS 87.02.117 
ROME - The council of the Federation of Evangelical Churches in Italy, which 
includes Baptist, Lutheran, Methodist, Reformed (Waldensian), and Salvation 
Army participation, is proposing jailed African National Congress leader 
Nelson Mandela for this year's Nobel Peace Prize. A similar proposal came 
earlier from the executive committee of the Italian Baptist Union, and the 
federation of Italian Evangelical youth. [EPS] 


Italy: Protestant women object to women's military service EPS 87.02.1118 
ROME - The Federation of Italian Protestant Women (FEDI) has expressed strong 
disapproval of a government proposal to make women subject to compulsory 
military service. However, said the federation, this position "does not mean 
that we deny equality between the sexes in all spheres of our life and work". 
Rather, "refuting military service [for women] means saying no to the 
increasing militarization in the world, no to the devolution of huge sums for 
so-called defence ... no to the growth of the arms industry, and the trading 
of arms." [EPS] 


Italy: Salvation Army hostel bombed EPS 87.02.119 
ROME - A Salvation Army hostel here which provides sleeping accommodation for 
men and women, mostly third-world immigrants, was fire-bombed by a group of 
about 20 hooded people. Hostel officials did not know whether the attackers 
were vandals or racists. [EPS] 


US: NCC-RC collaboration to continue EPS 87.02.120 
NEW YORK - Following what a National Council of Churches report describes as a 
"sweeping staff survey and analysis of recent collaboration", the general 
secretaries of the NCC and the U.S. Catholic Conference renewed their 
"committment to joint efforts in dozens of program areas". The NCC groups 32 
denominations, including Eastern Orthodox, Oriental Orthodox, Old Catholic, 
Methodist, Reformed, Lutheran, Anglican, Quaker, Baptist, and Swedenborgian 
bodies. Peggy Shriver, head of the NCC research and evaluation office, said 
at least 19 NCC sub-units include Roman Catholics on policy-setting boards or 
committees. The two general secretaries, Arie Brouwer (NCC) and Daniel Hoye 
(USCC) said "the witness of the Body of Christ is incomplete unless we find 
ways to work together". [EPS] 


Lesotho: takeover reported in Evangelical Church EPS 87.02.121 
MASERU - A group of nearly 20 young clergy announced last month they have 
taken over the running of the Lesotho Evangelical [Reformed] Church because of 
"mismanagement by the former synod". However, LEC Synod President Gilbert 
Leteka Sibolla rejected the takeover, and said the synod committee would meet 
soon to discuss the situation. The clergy said they acted because of 
controversy, confusion, and infighting within LEC presbyteries, the use of 
clergy transfers as a form of punishment, and rampant corruption in the 
denomination. In a message to the Evangelicals, the Lesotho Anglican diocesan 
synod offered "prayers and sympathy". It said "problems ... disturbing" LEC 
are "problems of the church worldwide, and over the ages." [EPS] 


US: Vatican appoints three to review Seattle situation EPS 87.02.122 
SEATTLE - The situation in the Roman Catholic archdiocese here - Archbishop 
Raymond Hunthausen was deprived of his powers in five major areas of church 
activity by Vatican action last year - is to be reviewed by a panel of three 
archbishops appointed by the Vatican. The three are John Cardinal O'Connor 
(New York), Joseph Cardinal Bernadin (Chicago), and John Quinn (San 
Francisco). The Vatican action against Hunthausen - he was said to lack 
"firmness necessary to govern the archdiocese" - prompted wide protest. It 
was a major item on the agenda when US Roman Catholic bishops met last 
November [EPS 86.12.84]. [EPS] 


GDR:church leaders reject proposal for communion for unbaptized EPS 87.02.123 
BERLIN - The leadership of the United Evangelical Lutheran Church in the GDR 
(East Germany) has rejected a suggestion from pastors who work with university 
students that unbaptized people should be allowed to receive holy communion. 
[EPS] 


Vietnam: archbishop reported questioned by police EPS 87.02.124 
HONG KONG - Asia Focus, a Roman Catholic weekly based here, reports (6 


February) Vietnamese officials have been questioning Nguyen Kim Dien, the 
Roman Catholic archbishop of Hue, and pressuring Christians to sign petitions 
asking that he be punished for breaking the law. At last report, he was being 
allowed to live alone in his residence. The priest who is his assistant is 
reportedly under house arrest. The archbishop is said to regard the 
questioning as an occasion to bear witness to his faith, and he has refused to 
reverse his suspension of Nguyen Van Binh, the only priest in the archdiocese 
to join an officially sanctioned Committee of Patriotic Catholics. [EPS] 


Taiwan: Presbyterians warned on magazine EPS 87.02.125 
TAIPEI - Taiwan Church News, the official newspaper of the Presbyterian Church 
in Taiwan, has received a government order to stop publishing a new magazine 
supplement, Oah Lo ("Life's Road"), which deals with social issues such as the 
environment, and the island's national security law. It is aimed at an 
audience outside the island's Christian minority. The newspaper is appealing 
the order. [EPS] 


Canada: church leaders ask 'new covenant' with Natives EPS 87.02.126 


TORONTO - Church leaders called for a "new covenant" with Canada's Native 
people. A letter signed by leaders of eight denominations was released at a 
meeting [5 February] of leaders of four major Canadian Native groups and 
representatives of Project North, an ecumenical church coalition. Thiet So ae 


"historic moment"' for Canada, say the church leaders. They see talks between 
Native leaders and federal and provincial politicans scheduled for the end of 
next month as a chance for Canadians to rectify centuries of injustice. The 
church leaders say constitutional agreements should include the right of 
Native people to self-government, a land base, and recognition as distinct 
peoples. Treaties made during the late 19th century have been "misused and 
broken", the leaders say, calling attention to moral and spiritual dimensions 
of the issue. Clarke MacDonald, former moderator of the United Church of 
Canada, said the pastoral letter is not an attempt by church leaders to speak 
for Native people. "They can speak for themselves", he said. "We are here 
to be beside them, and to say we stand with you." [EPS] 


Canada: church reps meet with government on Latin America EPS 87.02.127 
OTTAWA - Representatives of Canada's Inter-Church Committee on Human Rights in 
Latin America met (28-29 January) with Canadian officials to voice continuing 


concern over the human rights situation throughout Latin America. Despite 
some changes from military to civilian rule, the coalition sees a continuing 
pattern of human-rights abuses in much of Latin America. Its annual report 
includes in-depth descriptions of abuses in Chile, El Salvador, Peru, and 
Guatemala. It links the human rights situation to the region's continuing 
economic crisis. The coalition urges the Canadian government to help find a 
just solution to the global debt crisis. It calls for a payment moratorium 


or cancellation of debts for the "hardest-hit and poorest countries". [EPS] 


SA: apology on remarks on church role in politics EPS 87.02.128 
PRETORIA - Joseph Mees, the archbishop who is the pope's envoy in South 
Africa, apologised for a stir caused by his remarks on church involvement in 
politics to the meeting of southern African Roman Catholic bishops. Quoting 
from a 1986 Vatican document, Mees warned clergy against "active participation 
in politics" [EPS 87.02.03]. Thereupon, the then-president of the conference, 
Durban Archbishop Denis Hurley, said he had asked the pope for a "clear 
distinction" between impermissible social and political action, and _ the 
mission of the church to work for justice and peace. At the same news 
conference at which Mees apologised, Hurley's successor as president, Kokstad 
Bishop Wilfred Napier, said the Vatican had sent a telegram supporting the 
bishops' role in fighting for justice in South Africa, and encouraging them to 
continue their dialogue with the government. [EPS] 


Europe: religious freedom proposal made to security conference EPS 87.02.129 
VIENNA - Italy, supported by 10 other countries attending the 35-nation 
Conference on Security and Co-operation in Europe, offered (6 February) a 
14-paragraph proposal affirming rights to freedom of thought, conscience, 
religion, or belief. It includes the "freedom, either individually or in 
community with others, and in public or private, to manifest ... religion or 
belief in worship, observance, practice, teaching, and _ study". It also 
includes freedom to travel for religious purposes, to import religious 
publications from abroad, and to appoint religious leaders. [EPS] 


Panama: RC bishops express concern on 'sects' EPS 87.02.130 
PANAMA CITY - Panama's Roman Catholic bishops say the proliferation of 
Christian and other "sects" in the western part of the country is a "worrisome 
phenomenon". He said members of such groups "insult church authorities, the 
church itself, and its members" in campaigns and publications. Giving the 
church authorities most concern are Jehovah's Witnesses, Mormons, and members 
of the Unification Church. [EPS] 


WCC: Essay/poster/music contest announced EPS 87.02.131 
GENEVA - The International Review of Mission, a quarterly of the World Council 
of Churches, has announced an essay/poster/music contest for people aged 
18-30. The contest theme, "Your Will Be Done: Mission in Christ's Way" is 
also the theme of the WCC World Conference on Mission and Evangelism, in 1989. 
The contest deadline is 1 August; details about rules for entries in the three 
categories are available from WCC/CWME, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. [EPS] 


Nicaragua: church-state talks 'cordial' EPS 87.02.132 
MANAGUA - Representatives of the government and Nicaragua's numerically 


dominant Roman Catholic church had a "cordial" meeting (9 February), though 
disagreements [EPS 86.02.02, 03.66, 04.11, 08.16, 10.64] reportedly remain. 
The two sides meet again 2 March. [EPS] 


Haiti: bishops reflect on anniversary, problems EPS 87.02.133 
PORT-AU-PRINCE - Haiti's Roman Catholic bishops marked (7 February) the first 
anniversary of former President-for-Life Jean-Claude Duvalier's (which church 
leadership helped trigger), by calling for major changes in the military-led 
government which succeeded him. The post-Duvalier situation, the bishops 
observe, “has got worse on all levels - economic, social, and political." 
They urge "housecleaning at the heart of the administration". [EPS] 


Haiti: National Federation of Protestant Youth being founded EPS 87.02.134 
PORT-AU-PRINCE - A provisional committee has been formed for a National 
Federation of Protestant Youth of Haiti. Most of the country's Christians are 
counted as Roman Catholics. [EPS] 


Ethiopia: Gudina Tumsa 'probably' dead EPS 87.02.135 
FRANKFORT - Taye Telahun, the former Ethiopian ambassador in Sweden who has 
recently declined to return to his country, says Gudina Tumsa, the pastor who 
was general secretary of the Ethiopian Evangelical [Lutheran] Church Mekane 
Yesus, was probably killed while detained by the government. All that is 
officially known is that Gudina Tumsa was abducted by unknown people in July 
1979. [EPS] 


World Methodist leaders ask SA collection, speak on Aids EPS 87.02.136 
VIENNA - Meeting here last month, the officers of the World Methodist Council 
urged Methodists around the world to take up an annual collection in support 
of justice in South Africa. They also affirmed a three-fold church 
responsibility in connection with the disease Aids: to “affirm the love of God 
for all people regardless of condition of life", "to support responsible 
secular programmes designed to spread knowledge of the facts", and to 
"enunciate clearly its traditional teaching about responsible attitudes to 
human sexuality, in particular the validity and relevance of the view that 
sexual intercourse is legitimate only within the bond of marriage". [EPS] 


US: Lutherans clarify stand on eucharist with Reformed EPS 87.02.137 
NEW YORK - The Executive Council of the Lutheran Church in America has 


clarified practical implications of a resolution adopted by last year's LCA 
convention on sharing the eucharist with members of two Reformed denominations 
- Presbyterian Church (USA) and Reformed Church in America [EPS 86.02.11]. 
The council says the resolution means "a special welcome of individual 
Christians" of the two denominations "to the Lord's Supper celebrated by LCA 
clergy in LCA congregations, and an encouragement, where appropriate, for 
members of the LCA to commune in these Reformed Churches. Within the 
disciplines of the churches, occasional Lutheran or Reformed services with 
joint planning and involvement may occur, at which members of both traditions 
may commune. ... These services are either a Lutheran service ... presided 
over only by Lutheran clergy, or a Reformed service ... presided over only by 
Reformed clergy. [EPS] 


Netherlands: Remonstrant Brotherhood blesses homosexual couples EPS 87.02.138 
AMSTERDAM - The Remonstrant Brotherhood, a small Reformed denomination, has a 
new policy of blessing homosexual couples committed to a life together, and 
also heterosexuals who live together without being married. (The Dutch state 
legalizes marriages.) [EPS] 


Swapo, Namibian church, LWF reps meet EPS 87.02.139 
GENEVA - At the invitation of General Secretary Gunnar Staalsett of the 
Lutheran World Federation, President Sam Nujoma and other representatives of 
Swapo (the main group resisting South African rule in Namibia) met at LWF 
headquarters (here, 16 February) with three Namibian bishops. (Lutherans 
Hendrik Frederik and Kleopas Dumeni, and Roman Catholic Bonifatius Haushiku) 
and General Secretary Abisai Shejavali of the Council of Churches in Namibia. 
A communiqué after the meeting affirmed LWF "commitment on the basis of 
Christian faith ‘to the struggle for Namibia's freedom. ... It was agreed that 
peace, justice, and respect for human rights are objectives shared by the 
churches, the LWF, and Swapo. ... Participants strongly affirmed the role of 
the churches in calling on the international community to make every effort to 
speed up the deliverance of the people of Namibia from the oppression which 
they have suffered for so many years." While here, the Swapo and church 
people also met informally with staff members of the World Council of 
Churches. [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘WCC Appeal on Situation in Lebanon' EPS 87.02.140 


The following appeal was signed by World Council of Churches Deputy General 
Secretary Todor Sabev, acting for WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro, who was 
away from Geneva. WCC members with a constituency in Lebanon include the 
[Anglican] Episcopal Church in Jerusalem and the Middle East, Apostolic 
Catholic Assyrian Church of the East, Armenian Apostolic [Oriental Orthodox] 
Church, National Evangelical [Reformed] Synod of Syria and Lebanon, Union of 
Armenian Evangelical [Reformed] Churches in the Near East, and the Syrian 
[Oriental] and Greek [Eastern] Orthodox Patriarchates of Antioch. 


The World Council of Churches is deeply disturbed about the fast deterioration 
in the situation in Lebanon affecting all communities living there. Violence 
continues unabated and more and more people face deprivation. The WCC 
expresses its concern for the many who are wounded and killed almost on a 
daily basis. It expresses its concern also about the large number of 
civilians, Lebanese and foreign, detained, taken hostage or disappeared. 


While recognising that a complex set of factors contribute to the present 
Situation and cause the suffering of large sections of people from all 
communities, the council at this time specially expresses anguish about the 
alarming situation in the Palestinian refugee camps whose civilian residents 
face extreme starvation and misery. 


The World Council of Churches appeals to all concerned to ensure that 
immediate access is given to humanitarian agencies and organizations to 
provide the urgently needed relief. It emphasizes the need to facilitate 
especially the work of the ICRC and UNRWA in and around the camps. It urges 
that the siege on the camps be lifted. 


The council appeals to states and institutions which have special relations 
with Lebanon to continue to use their good offices to find a just solution to 
the problems. The council urges the spiritual leaders of the country to 
continue their efforts to promote dialogue among the communities for justice, 
reconciliation and unity. As we remember the people in Lebanon at this hour 
of trial and agony we pray that the present trends may be reversed and new 
ways may be found by which all people in Lebanon can live in dignity and 
peace. [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: "Justice, Peace and the Integrity of Creation" EPS 87.02.141 


This is excerpted from a provisional translation of a manifesto issued by a 
meeting of about 1000 representatives from about 100 groups who attended the 
Second Ecumenical Gathering for Justice, Peace, and the Integrity of Creation, 
in Siegen (FRG) last November [EPS 86.10.88]. 


... 5. We declare that for God's sake we are forbidden to make war on one 
another. Yet we are bound up within the system of atomic deterrence and the 
military-industrial complex which divide the world, increase poverty and 
hunger and institutionalize enmity. Military security has become an idol of 
our time. 


The system of deterrence promises peace and demands obedience to its logic and 


its laws. But its peace is not peace. It is the peace of the rich at the 
expense of the poor. For its own maintenance this "peace" continually 
produces new fears and new armaments. The production of military goods and 
their exportation promise economic profit. The development of space 


armaments and the illusion of inviolability aiming at dominion over the earth 
as well as strategies of war and the weapons systems they involve make a 
global war and the concomitant destruction of all life a growing probability. 


For reasons of time it was not possible to agree on concrete examples in this 
area. The following, among others, were frequently named as challenges to 
the political action of the churches: intervention against armaments in space 
and continued nuclear testing; renunciation of the idols of security and 
deterrence and support for security partnership; steps towards reconciliation 
with the peoples of the Soviet Union and towards the elimination of 
anti-communism; support for non-violent forms of resistance and _ the 
recognition of the refusal of military service as a clearer sign of Christian 
commitment. 


Among challenges to the churches themselves to become the church for peace, a 
re-examination of the present structure of the military chaplaincy and the 
establishment and support of church peace services were frequently named. 


6. We declare that for God's sake we are forbidden to deny one another our 
daily bread. Yet we are bound up in a capitalist economy and in a world 
economic system with its transnational companies and banks, in which a 
privileged minority exploits the majority of humankind. The overriding 
principle of greater profit takes precedence over the fulfilment of basic 
human needs. 


Hunger is not fated, hunger is made. It is a product of the unjust 
distribution of food, resources, and manufactured goods. While in the EEC 
food is destroyed every year at high cost, 40 million people starve each year 
and a quarter of the world population lives under the subsistence level. The 
ruling world economic system is comparable to the apartheid system in that it 
excludes most of the peoples of the world from their share of political and 
economic power. 


The system causes structural unemployment as well as furthering political 
oppression and the violation of human rights for the sake of economic gain. 
In the present debt crisis, the International Monetary Fund acts as a 
neocolonial instrument for economic and ideological control of the poor 
countries. 


Our wealth is the poverty of others. And yet we continue to endure the 


misery of human beings, rather than make the effort needed for change. ... 
[EPS] ; 


ECUTEXT: ‘WCC Statement to Human Rights Commission on SA' EPS 87.02.142 


This is excerpted from an oral intervention by Anwar Barkat, director of the 
Program to Combat Racism of the World Council of Churches. On behalf of the 
WCC Commission of the Churches on International Affairs, he addressed this 
month the 43rd session of the UN Commission on Human Rights, meeting in 
Geneva. On its agenda at the time were "violations of human rights in 
southern Africa" and "adverse consequences for the enjoyment of human rights 
of political, military, economic, and other forms of assistance given to 
colonial and racist regimes in southern Africa." 


.-. Despite ... inhuman policies and mounting repression, the opposition to 
apartheid has continued to grow among the blacks, the coloured, the Indians 
and some white people. The support for liberation movements, trade unions, 
and other organizations has considerably increased. South Africa has become 
ungovernable mainly because of the people's determination not to be governed 
under apartheid. They have even created alternate forms of governance in the 
townships. 


Churches in South Africa are in the forefront of this struggle and 
opposition. The churches continued to vigorously operate national structures 
which provide services and assistance to the victims of apartheid and their 
families as a visible contribution to the struggle for liberation and justice 
innSoutheALricasas .- 


The churches outside of South Africa have taken concrete actions to support 
the struggle for liberation in southern Africa. It is not possible to give a 
detailed account of the activities of the churches in this regard but a few 
can be singled out: 


The World Council of Churches has supported the liberation movements through 
actual material resources since 1970, and will continue to do so. It has 
also called upon others to do the same. Political and humanitarian 
activities of the liberation movements require active support from all those 
who want a just and peaceful southern Africa. It is our conviction that this 
can only be done through concrete, visible and effective actions. 


The Central Committee of the World Council of Churches meeting in January 1987 
again reviewed the southern African situation and commended the churches as 
being "a national rallying point for combating apartheid and for their 
ministry to the victims of oppression and their families". The statement 
which has been circulated has also condemned the declaration of the state of 
emergency, media censorship, extra-judicial executions, torture and inhuman 
treatment of children in South Africa and Namibia. ... 


The churches are agreed that there will be no peace and end to violence in 
southern Africa without massive pressure from the international community. 
They have reiterated "that vision of a united, free democratic South Africa 
and an independent Namibia will triumph and offer lasting hope even in the 
midst of death, immense hurt and suffering". Therefore all peaceful methods 
must be supported to bring about free South Africa and Namibia. 


The World Council of Churches has always supported the call for sanctions as 
the only peaceful method left to dismantle apartheid. Therefore it is 
imperative that the international community support the liberation movements 
and their struggle through concrete, visible and effective economic and 
political actions that will hasten the end of apartheid. Comprehensive and 
mandatory economic sanctions are some of those visible and effective actions 


that will end overt and covert economic relations which support apartheid. ... 
[EPS] 


ECUTEXT: "WCC Statement to UN Commission on Religious Liberty" EPS 87.02.143 


This is excerpted from an oral intervention by Marti Zimmerman, a consultant 
with the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs of the World 
Council of Churches. She was addressing the 43rd session of the UN Commission 
on Human Rights, meeting this month in Geneva. On the commission's agenda at 
that point was "implementation of the Declaration on the Elimination of All 
Forms of Intolerance and of Discrimination based on Religion or Belief". 

Zimmerman's references to reports are to one submitted by a UN "special 
rapporteur", and another on “current dimensions of the problems" in this area. 


... Both reports amply illustrate that intolerance and discrimination based on 
religion or belief is a common phenomenon throughout the world. Many states 
fail to live up to the obligations cast upon them by international law and 
even by their own constitutions. 


Intolerance based on religion and belief in many instances has led to 
harassment and gross violation of universally accepted human rights including 
civil and political rights. This only underlines what the two reports have 
again shown, namely that religious liberty cannot be dealt with in isolation, 
and that the right to religious freedom is inseparable from other fundamental 
human rights. ... 


Both reports tend to reflect certain generally accepted understandings of 
relations between states and organized religious communities, based in part at 
least on models predominant in certain parts of the world. 


Here is a dynamic process in several parts of the world, partly because of 
resurgence of religions, and partly because of the nations' search for new 
models, which has implications for religious liberty. ... 


We hope therefore that continuing emphasis will be given to the implementation 
of existing standards and that the states accept the obligations of conduct 
under the declaration itself thus making every effort not only to eliminate 
intolerance and discrimination but to protect and promote freedom of religion 
and belief. 


It is necessary to ensure that this commission has an opportunity at its 
annual sessions to review the implementation of the declaration on the 
elimination of all forms of intolerance and of discrimination based on 
religion or belief, and arrangements and mechanisms are set up and continued 
for that. 


We welcome the recommendation in Mrs Benito's report for preparation of 
studies on major aspects of this topic. We specially commend the suggestion 
for the study related to the discrimination against women in religions. This 
has been a matter of serious concern to the World Council of Churches which 
has initiated studies and programmes related to this. 


We may claim that considerable gains have been made in many churches to make 
them true communities of women and men. We are conscious of the long way to 
go to end fully discrimination against women in the life of the churches. ... 


We are happy to note that the special rapporteur has given emphasis to the 
need for dialogue in promoting tolerance and freedom of religion, along the 
lines of suggestion we made last year in the commission. ... In this 
connection may I point out that for the past several years the World Council 
of Churches has been engaged in dialogue with people of other faiths. ... 
[EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Joseph Allen: "Orthodoxy: Old World and New" EPS 87.02.144 


Allen is pastor of a parish, an adjunct seminary professor, and vicar-general 
of the Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America, a 
jurisdiction of the Damascus-based Greek [Eastern] Orthodox Patriarchate of 
Antioch. This is the conclusion of an article in the Feburary issue of The 
Word, the archdiocesan monthly. 


Allen was reflecting on a meeting he attended last year near Geneva, part of a 
process which is to result in the calling of Eastern Orthodoxy's first Great 
Synod in 1200 years [EPS 86.10.127]. 


Most Orthodox in North America - the Orthodox Church in America (OCA) is the 
notable exception - belong to jurisdictions which are part of patriarchates 
based in Eastern Europe or the Middle East. This is generally the case in all 
parts of the Orthodox "diaspora", areas in which that form of Christianity has 
not traditionally been numerically strong. 


... In each of. these issues [discussed at the meeting], it was apparent that 
the delegates were conditioned by their own context and environment. ... 
Although we struggled to see the issues in a "pure" Orthodox light, some of 
these differing perspectives were obvious. ... 


[For example,] can the "militarization of space", as the hierarchs from Moscow 
called it ... be thought of as merely a "moral" issue? ... Is it not also a 
"political" issue? And if we are to deal with such an issue only under the 
title of "moral", what about Afghanistan, Nicaragua, the Palestinian problem, 
etc.? Or are these merely "political"? 


...- [Looking forward to the next conference,] I will share my most honest 
impressions: 


(1) The church in the New World is both respected and feared by many of the 
Old World churches. This "ambivalence" can be caught in comments and thought 
patterns. Sometimes it is subtle, sometimes too obvious. 


It is also difficult to separate political thoughts from ecclesiastical 
thoughts, e.g. America and the USSR, pro-West and pro-East, first-world and 
third-world, etc. President Reagan is a "war-monger" to one adviser from 
Bulgaria. 


While reading the OCA newspaper, a delegate from Romania said, "Look how these 
Americans are praying about Vietnam:" Still another one from [the 
Patriarchate of] Alexandria said, "English is a barbarian language". There 


were others. 


(2) On the more positive side, during our many informal conversations, they 
would like to be able to do some of what we do in our "American" churches, 
e.g., in the areas of education, contemporary issues like bio-ethics or in 
ministry workshops, etc., but they do not seem to know how or where to 
begin. This seems to cause some admiration and interest. 


(3) Each of these national churches is busy serving and ministering in their 
own land and circumstances. And so we in America must. 


I realized more clearly than ever that there is an "American" context, and for 
better or worse we cannot pretend that there is not. This places heavy 
stress on our need for evangelization and mission - and money - as a central 
task within our own culture. [over] 


orthodox/2 


(4) There is an intense awareness of the OCA's position in the New World. 
There is an especial awareness of the Antiochian-OCA dialogue. In fact, my 
being an American and an Antiochian at the same time was for some difficult to 
grasp, and I was called by a Romanian Bishop a "crypto-OCA" priest. 


SS Lee 


Of course, all this only shows that some of the Old World churches - certainly 
not all - simply do not understand our predicament. I suggested that, when 
the question of the diaspora was discussed at the next conference, some of the 
living, breathing people from the diaspora should be there. 


(5) In connection with this last point, I found it interesting that there was 
a wish, somehow, to place the Orthodox in diaspora in a "lesser" position than 
was "normative". The implication of this was that one cannot really - not 
really - practice the faith while living in the diaspora. This was shown 
when in the document on fasting the majority decided that we in the diaspora 
should be grouped with those who need "economia" (they mean "an exception to 
the rule"), and so we were classed with "sick people, people in the military 
service, or people in periods of travel" (when "economia" is really needed). 


Being the only American there, of course, my argumentation (that we should not 
be classed this way) did not change anyone's mind. Metropolitan Elias Audi, 
another delegate from Antioch, also objected to this, stating that even when 
he lived in one of the wealthiest areas of the United States - he served a 
parish in Westchester County in New York State - he always found a way to 
achieve the goal of the fast. 


Both of us made the point that although there were disclaimers to the 
contrary, the emphasis during the discussions was too often on "foodstuffs" 
(meat, olives, oil, etc.) in the narrow sense, and that the fast meant more 
than merely that: it was a spiritual "end", which is merely served by these 
"means", 


In any case, Metropolitan Audi and I pushed the point that people in diaspora 
should not be classed in this way, because the implication is that people in 
diaspora cannot truly live out their faith (fasting and "economia" being only 
one way that this was being expressed). 


(6) I was the only person sent from North America. I was not sent 
specifically as an American from the Antiochian Archdiocese; I was sent by 
Antioch. As was suggested to me, perhaps Antioch is the only one of the 


Ancient Churches who feels free enough to do that. 


The other Ancient Churches (e.g. Constantinople, Serbia, Romania) certainly 
could have sent an American from their jurisdictions in this country, but did 
not. Certainly this is a credit to the Antiochian Patriarchate. 


(7) Finally, my "impressions" - the one that comes from this "mix" - is that 
we may be in this country as Americans who are, at once, also Greeks, 
Russians, Serbs, Antiochians (and many, many converts), but one thing is for 
sure; we are more united in our common task of bringing Orthodoxy to America 
where it is to be practiced both in its glorious tradition and in the 
contemporary realm, than we are anything else. 


Coming home from Geneva, I realized that with more clarity than I had 
before, The hierarchs whose ministry is located in North America, must also 
realize this truth. The gospel tells us that. [EPS] 
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SHOPTALK (54/08) 


Information about Central America Week '87 (16-24 March) is available from 
82 Margaret Street, London WIN 4HB. Among the week's supporters is Christian 
Aid; part of the British Council of Churches. 


WCC 87, an illustrated account of WCC programmes and activities since 
January 1986, is available from WCC Publications, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


Situation reports available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20: 
civil strife in Sri Lanka (no.2, 12 February) 
post-earthquake rehabilitation in Argentina (30 January) 
emergency in Sudan (no.6, 9 February) 
post-earthquake rehabilitation in El Salvador (no.2, 9 February) 


A tentative WCC calendar of meetings for 1987 is available from EPS. 


The new (1986/No. 23) issue of PCR Information has as its theme: Southern 
Africa - the Harare and Al-Gams Declarations: A Call for Freedom and 
Independence for South Africa and Namibia. A copy is available from WCC/PCR, 
Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


Also available from the WCC Programme to Combat Racism is a 20-page list of 
missing/detained persons in South Africa giving their age and the date they 
were detained or since when they have been missing. On request from WCC/PCR, 
Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


In EPS 87.01.28, the figures in the second paragraph on the second page are 
Zimbabwe, not US dollars. (The US-dollar equivalents are approximately 70 and 
180 thousand.) 


A statement and recommendations from a consultation of Indian “bishops, 

church leaders, and representatives of groups involved in peoples struggles" 
is available from P.M. Larbeer, Partners in Justice Concerns - India, Flat No. 
3, SCMI, 29 CSI Compound, 11 Cross, Mission Road, Bangalore 560 027. 


An article about talks in Minneapolis by Argentine Methodist theologian José 
Miguez Bonino is available on request from EPS. 


The Federation of Evangelical Churches in Italy has a new monthly news 
service in English. The federation, which includes Reformed (Waldensian), 
Baptist, Methodist, Lutheran, and Salvation Army participation, is located at 
Via Firenze 38, 00184 Rome. 


Photo Oikoumene, the WCC photo catalogue, is available to those who request 
it: WCC/Visual Arts, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


EPS deadlines in March: Wednesday, 11; and successive Mondays at 7h00 GMT. 


EPS headlines can be telexed to you. We pay for that. You can then ask 
for texts of items you want. You pay for that. 


EPS printing: 
this issue, 24 February 


next issue, 12 March. 


EPS appears about 40 times a year. 


SWEDEN: ECUMENICAL COUNCIL Ecumenical Press 
CONDEMNS ALBANIA PERSECUTION Service 87.03.01 


STOCKHOLM - In a message to the Albanian government, the leadership of the 
Swedish Ecumenical Council (SEN) has expressed "great concern" about the "lack 
of the human right to freely express religion", and about the "persecution of 
ethnic minorities" in Albania since "a comprehensive and brutal religious 
persecution was initiated" after World War II. It also says SEN "wants to 
encourage the increasing openness by the Albanian government towards 
believers, as well as towards religious expression in general." 


SEN says "Christians in all countries must understand that throughout many 
centuries, the Albanian people has suffered from the divisive impact of 
competition among Christian confessions, and between Christians and Muslims. 
One of the principal aims of the Albanian leadership", it adds, is to 
“maintain national unity." However, says SEN, "The question is still how 
great the costs of this national unity should be." 


SEN asks the Albanian government to "continue and expand the newly initiated 
discussions about the spiritual state of Albanians", "halt the persecution of 
religious groups and individuals" and "the systematic persecution of minority 
groups", "guarantee ... religious communites the possibility to freely 
exercise their services", and make it possible for "religious communities ... 
to establish contacts with denominations outside the country's borders." 


The council also "appeals to churches and ecumenical councils in other parts 
of the world to direct their attention to the difficult situation which 
Christians and people of other beliefs live under in Albania." (SEN includes 
Lutheran, Reformed (Mission Covenant), Baptist, Methodist, Salvation Army, 
Pentecostal, Roman Catholic, and Eastern Orthodox membership.) 


Before the government outlawed religion, Muslims were reckoned to make up 
about 70 percent of the population, Christians (mostly Eastern Orthodox and 

’ Roman Catholic) most of the rest. Current Western figures for Albania 
estimate there is a "non-religious" majority (55 percent), with Muslims 20 
percent, atheists 19 percent, and Christians 5 percent. [EPS] 

GERMAN EVANGELICALS, ENGLISH Ecumenical Press 
ANGLICANS CONSIDER RELATIONS Service 87.03.02 


LONDON - English Anglican and German Evangelical (Reformed, United, Lutheran) 
representatives met (11-15 February) to consider the "possibility of improving 
formal and informal relationships". Participants came from the Church of 
England, the Evangelical Church in Germany [FRG], and the Federation of 
Evangelical Churches in the GDR [East Germany]. At one celebration of the 
eucharist, Archbishop of Canterbury Robert Runcie presided and preached, and 
Lutheran Bishops Karlheiz Stoll (Schleswig-Holstein) and Johannes Hempel 
(Saxony) assisted with the distribution of the eucharistic bread and wine. 


According to a report on the meeting, "particular attention was given to the 
question of eucharistic fellowship as an essential part of the process" of 
"finding ways of expressing our existing unity ... and of strengthening and 
encouraging one another on the way towards greater unity." A draft agreement 
with "practical steps" is expected at another meeting of the group, next year. 


Also present were Britsh Lutheran and United, Swedish Lutheran, and German Old 
Catholic observers, as well as Director Giinther Gassmann of the Faith and 
Order Commission of the Geneva-based World Council of Churches. He said the 
efforts of the bodies to come closer together in worship will have 
"significant implications for their common witness". [EPS] 


SOUTH KOREA: PRESBYTERIANS Ecumenical Press 
SCORE GOVERNMENT ON TORTURE Service 87.03.03 


SEOUL - Moderator Chang Dong Jin of the Presbyterian Church of Korea and Cho 
Nam Ki, who chairs its human rights committee, have protested the death of 
student Park Jong Ch'ol, who "died under torture" at national police 
headquarters in mid-January. "We are deeply shocked and greatly incensed", 
say the Presbyterian leaders. They called the death, and continuing torture 
by police, a "disgrace to our society" which "must stop immediately". Because 
of these and other reasons, “it is difficult to recognize" the current 
government as "the government of the people", say Chang and Cho, urging those 
in office to "turn now and repent of their sins". 


Other South Korean church leaders have also spoken out in reaction to the 
death, as have such US bodies as the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the 
32-denomination National Council of Churches. 


The government reportedly made major efforts to limit attendance at a memorial 
service for Park, in the Roman Catholic cathedral here (7 February). Buses 
and trains were not allowed to stop within a mile of the cathedral, and an 
estimated 30,000 riot police kept student and worker activists and political 
Opposition groups away. About 1000 people attended. 


The committee organising the memorial service included opposition political 
leaders, Quaker pacifist Hahm Sok-hoon, Stephen Kim Sou-hwan (the Roman 
Catholic cardinal archbishop here), and other Christian and Buddhist figures. 
In all, 27 memorial gatherings were planned throughout the country during the 
week. Two policemen have been charged with Ch'ol's death. [EPS] 


US: CHURCH UNION UNIT Ecumenical Press 
CONSIDERS 'MARKETING' Service 87.03.04 


This item is based on material from Religious News Service. 


PRINCETON (New Jersey) - The Consultation on Church Union, a 25-year-old 
effort to unite nine US denominations, is now turning its attention to the 
best ways to encourage leaders and members of the nine to move forward with 
COCU proposals for visible unity. 


David Taylor, a Presbyterian minister who was named last year to direct COCU 
strategy and interpretation, says it is important to identify "what our 
product is, who our market is, what motives we can appeal to, and what 
resources we have." He said decision-making bodies of COCU members would 
approve COCU proposals "only if you tap into their perceived self-interest". 


Some members of the existing denominations fear the size of the proposed 
united denomination (more than 20 million members), or that it would mean 
unacceptable changes in theology and/or church order, or that it would reduce 
contacts with members of their tradition in other parts of the world. 


One part of the marketing could be a new videotape, "Being One Can Be Fun". 
The consultation's next plenary, at the end of 1988 in New Orleans, is 
considered a "window of opportunity" for their proposals - a theological 
consensus (on ministry, worship, sacraments, and doctrine), a covenanting 
proposal, and liturgies for initiating the new relationships. 


COCU includes four Methodist denominations (UMC, CMC, AME, AMEZ), the 
[Anglican] Episcopal Church, Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), United 
Church of Christ, International Council of Community Churches, and 
Presbyterian Churh (USA). [EPS] 


agreement /2 


"The constant drive for consensus, particularly in this instance, deters 
understanding by attempting to minimalize the differences, and thus inhibits 
discussion and finally general understanding", said Gerhard Forde of Luther 
Northwestern Seminary (St Paul, Minnesota) and a dialogue team member. Carl 
Peter, a member of the same dialogue who teaches at Catholic University 
(Washington), stressed that although differences remained on justification, 
the dialogue felt they no longer need to be "church-dividing". 


The exchange between Forde and Peter was typical. The meeting generally 
offered a forum for a frank discussion of differences, and where each 
tradition stood. 


For example, Eastern Orthodox (Greek) Archbishop Methodios of Thyateira and 
Great Britain said he considers apostolic succession - an unbroken succession 
of teaching and bishops from Jesus' apostles - "fundamental" for church 
fellowship. "We believe that the church, as a totality, never errs. The 
Protestants, however, are always ready to declare the opposite", said 
Methodios. Protestants, he said, were "cut off from the church and created 
other bodies without ever having the right to do so, since Christ founded one 
church". He added that the church is undivided and one, and those outside it 
"lack the assurance of salvation". 


Walter Kasper, a Roman Catholic theologian at the University of Tiibingen 
(FRG), suggested that the basic difference between the Roman Catholic and 
Reformation traditions is in their definition of the relationship between the 
gospel and the church. Yet, the German theologian did not say this was an 
"impossible basic difference", but rather a "basic problem". 


Another West German, Lutheran Harding Meyer, said rejection of an all-or- 
nothing approach to church unity "is a quite distinctive Lutheran view and a 
specifically Lutheran contribution to ecumenical thinking". Meyer saw the 
theological agreements already achieved more as building blocks than stumbling 
blocks to church unity. "The consensus needed for unity is fundamental 
consensus, the test as to whether this fundamental consensus has been achieved 
is its ability to 'render tolerable’ the remaining differences and to relieve 
them of their divisive character." 


Taken together, for instance, the results from the Lutheran-Roman Catholic 
dialogue "are no longer just a series of scattered and individual partial 
agreements", said Meyer. "Like the individual stones which together 
constitute a foundation, the individual agreements together acquire such a 
solidity that they can be seen to constitute a whole." 


In the end, one problem that emerged at the consultation was linguistic as 
well as theological - that the claim whatever the "fundamentals" are, they 
represent the true church. Chadwick said Roman Catholics say, "We have the 


church and therefore we are certain of the fundamentals." The Protestants, 
however, maintain that, "We have the fundamentals and therefore we are certain 
that we have the church." As long as these different views exist, said 


Chadwick, there is "no hope of the least reconciliation this side of the 
eschaton". 


He suggested the term "fundamental" be dropped, and recognized that all the 
talk about what is fundamental and what is not may simply indicate that "the 
ecumenical movement rests on the assumption that the battle of the 16th 
century was not fought to the finish". True ecumenism recognizes unity to be 
in diversity, said Chadwick, and "therefore liberates itself from seeking 
concessions from the other side". [EPS] 


DIFFERENCES, AGREEMENTS Ecumenical Press 
ON THEOLOGIANS' AGENDA Service 87.03.05 : 


This item is abridged and adapted from the news bureau of the Lutheran 
Council in the USA: 


SAN JUAN (Puerto Rico) (Dan Cattau) - An ecumenical group of theologians and 
church leaders, primarily from Western Europe and North America (meeting near 
here, 30 January-6 February), saw both hope and problems in partial 
theological agreements reached over the last two decades of formal dialogues | 
between and among different Christian traditions. The consultation was 
sponsored by the Lutheran Council in the USA in co-operation with the Lutheran 
Foundation for Inter-Confessional Research (France). 


"Whether we like it or not we are all committed to the endeavour" of seeking 
unity, said Henry Chadwick, an Anglican church historian at Oxford University, 
"but unity has never meant uniformity". Chadwick, a tall, slightly rumpled 
priest who provided much of the humour at the meeting heavy with academic 
papers and intense theological discussions, asked whimsically if the "Lord 
actually intended his church to be a motley flotilla of little ships, each 
carrying their own flags ... with each asking to recognize the charismatic 
gifts of the other." 


Official theological dialogues between and among Christian traditions have 
produced an impressive array of agreements, often described as "fundamental 
consensus", "basic agreement" or "basic consensus", Those at the consultation 
portrayed these agreements as something of an enigma, and generally recognized 
that there is an impasse in current ecumenical discussions. 


But they differed in understanding what is the nature of the ecumenical 
problem. Some concentrated on the role and nature of the church and its 
relationship to the gospel. Others looked at the various interpretations of 
Martin Luther's formulation of "justification by grace through faith" and 
whether it is the article by which the church "stands or falls". And some saw 
the problem in terms of the views about Jesus Christ expressed in the life, 
practice, teachings, and sacraments of various traditions. 


There were also practical suggestions, such as increasing the role of the 
laity and parish clergy in evaluating the results of the dialogues and making 
them part of the life of the church. Some here thought such people would 
benefit from such meetings, and bring fresh insights to the discussions - 
instead of the familiar group of ecumenical "jetsetters". Some here also 
criticized the lack of participation by women. (There was only one official 
female representative among about 80 people at the meeting, though many clergy 
brought their wives.) 


Few of the results of the theological dialogues have reached the local level, 
with notable exceptions such as the 1982 US Lutheran-Anglican agreement on 
"interim sharing of the eucharist". Conference participants noted 
significant theological breakthroughs that, once produced, sit unread on 
pastors' bookshelves, let alone find their way to the laity. 


Indeed, some of those "consensus" agreements are even being questioned as 
agreements at all, with the US Lutheran-Roman Catholic dialogue's seventh 
volume, "Justification by Faith" (1983), a case in point. These theologians 
dealt with the question of accepting Luther's view that justification - the 
way sinners are righteous in God's eyes and thus saved by grace through faith 
in Jesus Christ - is the teaching by which all other doctrines and practices 
of the church must "stand or fall" by saying that in their five-year 
deliberation they achieved "consensus" on the gospel. [over] 


France/Switzerland: Protestants hold annual ‘summit’ EPS 87.03.06 
LAUSANNE (Switzerland) - Representatives of the French and Swiss Protesant 
church federations held their annual "summit" meeting (here, 13 February). 
Among items on the agenda were responses to the 1982 international, ecumenical 
document on baptism, eucharist, and ministry (BEM), national policies toward 
refugees, bio-ethical issues, and the disease Aids. The Swiss federation 
includes Reformed and Methodist membership; that in France groups Reformed, 
Lutherans, Baptists, and other communities. [EPS] 


Asia: Christian art exhibition on world tour EPS 87.03.07 
GENEVA - An exhibition of 40 works of art by 34 Christian artists from 
Indonesia, India, Thailand, the Philippines, China, Sri Lanka, Japan, South 
Korea, and Australia, began a world tour at the headquarters of the World 
Council of Churches (here, 23 February-6 March). Present for the opening was 
Masao Takenaka, a professor of Christian ethics at Doshisha University in 
Kyoto (Japan). He is also president of the Asian Christian Art Association. 
Besides Switzerland, the exhibition is appearing in Norway, Sweden, and the 
US. In most of Asia, Christians are a small minority. [EPS] 


Mexico - groups ask Vatican to return Aztec symbol EPS 87.03.08 
MEXICO CITY - Representatives of 39 Mexican cultural organizations have signed 
a petition asking the Vatican to return a war banner from the Aztec Emperor 
Cuitlahuac, a "symbol of the Aztec culture". [EPS] 


FRG - church official protests irradiated food to third world EPS 87.03.09 
STUTTGART - H.O. Hahn, director of the church-related aid-and-development 
organization, Bread for the World, has protested a proposal to send to third- 
world countries foodstuffs rejected for the FRG in the wake of radiation from 
last year's Chernobyl nuclear accident in the Soviet Union. [EPS] 


Poland: convent to be removed from Auschwitz site EPS 87.03.10 
CENEVA - At a meeting here which included Jewish representatives and the Roman 
Catholic archbishops of Paris, Lyon, Brussels, and Krakéw, it was agreed to 
remove within two years a Carmelite convent just outside the site of what was 
the Nazi death camp at Auschwitz, not far from Krakdéw (Poland). Instead, away 
from the camp, there is to be an interreligious centre for Christian and 
Jewish prayer and meditation; it will also be a home for the 10 nuns in the 
convent. Establishment of the convent had prompted objections from Jews on 
grounds that the site should be preserved as a monument to the two million 
Jews murdered there. Also killed by the Nazis there were upwards of 1.5 
million non-Jews, mostly Polish Poman Catholics, including the recently 
canonized priest, Maksymilian Kolbe. [EPS] 


Paraguay: church-state relations said deteriorating EPS 87.03.11 
ASUNCION - Lima-based Latinamerica Press reports [19 February] that "church- 
state relations [in Paraguay] continued to deteriorate last year as the Roman 
Catholic bishops took an outspoken stand against human-rights abuses. 
Pastoral organizations have come to the defence of workers, peasants, and 
indigenous people. ... The bishops have frequently clashed with government 
authorities or military commanders, who have often responded by accusing the 
church of promoting subversive or communist activities." The weekly's report 
was in the context of a report of "stepped-up repression" against "peasants, 
workers, church, and press."' Most Paraguayans are counted as Roman Catholics. 
[EPS] 


Roman Catholics form chapter of Anglican group EPS 87.03.12 
ASHLAND (Kentucky/US) - Members of a Roman Catholic parish here have become 
the first Roman Catholic chapter of a 600-chapter Anglican group, the Order of 
the Daughters of the King, which emphasizes service, prayer, and evangelism. 
The initiative grew out of close co-operation between an Anglican and a Roman 
Catholic parish. [EPS] 


Reps of religious communities meet for ecumenical dialogue EPS 87.03.13 
CAMBRIDGE (New York/US) - Following a meeting (2-5 February) at the Eastern 
Orthodox New Skeet monastery, here, 13 representatives of religious 
communities from several Christian traditions said they "share in the 
sacramentality of our calling to the religious life" and "wish to celebrate 
this unity". They also resolved to "explore and encourage the development of 
lay communities composed of members from various churches", and to meet 
annually as a National Ecumenical Consultation of Men and Women Religious. 


[EPS] 


Portugal: RC bishops protest radio changes EPS 87.03.14 
LISBON - Portugal's Roman Catholic bishops say a new Portuguese law allowing 
private radio stations is totalitarian and limits the church's freedom of 
expression. Under the law, the Roman Catholic station (Radio Renascenca), the 
only private station heretofore permitted, loses some frequencies 
provisionally assigned it in 1985. A non-governmntal radio council is to 
allocate local, regional, and national frequencies. [EPS] 


Lutherans, Eastern Orthodox to meet on Scripture, Tradition EPS 87.03.15 
GHONIA (Chania/Crete/Greece) - The fourth meeting of the international 
Lutheran-[Eastern] Orthodox Joint Commission is to take place at the Orthodox 
academy here (28 May-4 April). The commission is to discuss the draft of a 
statement on "Scripture and Tradition" prepared last August by a 
sub-commission. In 1985, the commission approved a statement on “Divine 
Revelation". [EPS] 


Netherlands: homosexuals, feminists take cardinal to court EPS 87.03.16 
UTRECHT - In separate court cases, homosexuals and feminist theologians are 
objecting to remarks by the Roman Catholic archbishop here, Adrianus Cardinal 
Simonis. The Dutch Association for the Integration of Homosexuality said 
Simonis insulted homosexuals in a radio interview during which he said Roman 
Catholic landlords who turn away homosexual tenants are rejecting an incorrect 
lifestyle. He also said homosexuals threaten society because they say their 
sexual preference is normal. The association wants a retraction of the 
remarks, a fine if he repeats them, and apologies in newspapers. The feminist 
theologians object to Simonis' remarks about the role of women in church and 
their relationship to men. [EPS] 


US: ecumenical council unit says condom ads ok to combat Aids EPS 87.03.17 
NEW YORK - The managers of the communication commission of the [US] National 
Council of Churches voted overwhelmingly (12 February) to “encourage 
responsible advertising of preventive methods to the spread of Aids, including 
abstinence and the use of condoms", It also encouraged news media to "continue 
their intensive and comprehensive coverage of the Aids issue", urged 
entertainment-programme producers to "present sexual issues and sexual 
behaviour in responsible ways", encouraged congregations to minister to people 
with Aids and their families, and called for a commission study of “effects of 
the advertising of contraceptives in preventing unwanted pregnancies and 
venereal diseases". A proposal that the commission urge a percentage of 
condom manufacturers' “windfall profits" be pooled for a public-service 
campaign on Aids prevention was defeated. [EPS] 


US: House committee probing government break-ins of churches EPS 87.03.18 
WASHINGTON - Amid new reports of government surveillance of religious 
activists, a sub-committee on civil and constitutional rights of the US House 
of Representatives announced it would hold hearings on illegal government 
break-ins into churches and other groups opposing US policies in Central 
America. US Representative Don Edwards, a Democrat from California who chairs 
the committee, said there is an "emerging pattern" of such break-ins. [EPS] 


US: lenten opposition to Central America policy planned EPS 87.03.19 
WASHINGTON - Leaders from several US denominations are expected to take part 
in a lenten "witness for peace and justice in Central America", to include 
weekly worship on the steps of the Capitol building here (where the US 
Congress meets), and visits to legislators urging them to cut off US aid to 
the contra forces fighting the Nicaraguan government. [EPS] 


Alliance formed to counter Southern Baptist leadership trend EPS 87.03.20 
CHARLOTTE (North Carolina/US) - A 15-state Southern Baptist Alliance has been 
formed within the Southern Baptist Convention. Alliance leaders say it will 
combat what they call a threat to the denomination's "historic principles, 
freedoms, and traditions". Alliance Chairperson Henry Crouch, pastor of a 
congregation here, says "the fundamentalist-conservative takeover of the SBC 
has left many Southern Baptists disenfranchised ... and we will exist as long 
as we feel disenfrancished."" Convention President Adrian Rogers, pastor of a 
congregation in Memphis (Tennessee) denies anyone has been disenfranchised, 
and says people "out of step with the majority ... ought to conform to the 
wishes of the majority, or ... seek a new majority." Rogers also said he is 
"not suggesting that they should or ought to leave" the convention. [EPS] 


Lebanon: US missionaries denied permission to remain EPS 87.03.21 
BEIRUT - The US state department (foreign affairs ministry) has denied a 
request to exempt missionaries of the [US] Southern Baptist Convention from 
its order that US citizens leave Lebanon. It said there is no "compelling 
humanitarian interest" to allow them to stay. The missionaries are assigned 
primarily to educational, publication, and media ministries. The department 
required US citizens to leave Lebanon by 4 March, or lose passport privileges. 
Some of the missionaries have been in the country two or three decades. [EPS] 


Czechoslovakia: Catholics, Orthodox in property dispute EPS 87.03.22 
BRATISLAVA - In a petition to Czechoslovak President Gustav Husak, several 
thousand Roman Catholics of the Byzantine rite have asked him to intervene in 
a dispute about dividing church property between Eastern Catholics and Eastern 
Orthodox in eastern Slovakia. The Catholics say their numbers are 
sufficiently greater than those of the Orthodox that it would be unjust to 
divide the property equally. [EPS] 


Burundi: Amnesty in ‘urgent action’ on arrested priests EPS 87.03.23 
BUJUMBURA - London-based Amnesty International has launched an "urgent action" 
campaign on behalf of six Roman Catholic church workers (three priests and 
three catechists) detained in this central African country. [EPS] 


Mexico: church-state tensions noted EPS 87.03.24 
MEXICO CITY - In an interview with Vatican radio, Sergio Obeso Ribera, Roman 
Catholic archbishop of Jalapa, and president of the conference of Mexican 
Roman Catholic bishops, called for a "constructive dialogue" with the 
government about outstanding church-state disagreements, such as rules 
governing clergy participation in politics, and end to the juridical non- 


recognition of Roman Catholicism, the Christian tradition to which most 
Mexicans belong. [EPS] 


WCC: Mozambique/Malawi appeals total uS$ 1.32 million EPS 87.03.25 
GENEVA - The inter-church aid commission (CICARWS) of the World Council of 
Churches has launched appeals of 500,000 US dollars to aid refugees - 
estimated at well over 100,000 - from Mozambique in neighbouring Malawi, and 
of 822,000 US dollars for relief and rehabilitation in Mozamibique. CICARWS 
calls the refugees' situation "grim", with overcrowding and makeshift housing 
at refugee camps. In Mozambique, CICARWS says, "the situation is worsening 
steadily, and has become alarming", in part because of the "destablization" 


and "terrorist attacks" by the anti-government Renamo organization. [EPS] 


Ghana: Rawlings urges 'conscientization' EPS 87.03.26 
ACCRA - Jerry Rawlings, the chairman of the council which rules the country, 
said rather than promoting evangelism as "simply ... recruitment - a slogan to 
whip up on empty enthusiasm for a cause", the church should emphasize 
"conscientization - the true stirring of understanding, the awakening of the 
mind and the re-internalisation of God". Rawlings was addressing a West 
African Methodist seminar. He particularly objected to "mind-warping" 
evangelism "stage-managed by public-relations experts turned evangelists" who 
appeal to a heaven-to-come as an excuse for imaction on earth. Ghana 
Methodist Conference Jacob S.A. Stephens said later that Rawlings spoke like a 
Wesleyan theologian and moral philosopher. [EPS] 


Netherlands: automated registration of members considered EPS 87.03.27 
AMSTERDAM - The Dutch government has decided to end registration of the 
religious affiliation of people by the end of this year, but it is making 
available 15.5 million Dutch guilders to establish an interchurch centre to 
continue the record keeping. [EPS] 


Netherlands: church council criticizes refugee policy EPS 87.03.28 
AMSTERDAM - The Council of Churches in the Netherlands (RKN) has criticized 
government proposals to deal with refugees as too restrictive. The RKN 
includes Reformed (NHK, GKN, Remonstrant), Old Catholic, Roman Catholic, 
Lutheran, Mennonite, Quaker, and Brethren participation. [EPS] 


Finland: monastery gets peace award EPS 87.03.29 
HELSINKI - The 1987 prize of the Christian Peace Movement of Finland has been 
given to the Eastern Orthodox Valamo Monastery for its "special emphasis on 
peace, peace education, making an alternative lifestyle known, developing 
forms of civilian service [as an alternative to military service], and its 
international activities for peace and reconciliation". In 1981, the Finnish 
government reached an agreement with the monastery accepting it as a place for 
conscientious objectors to military service to fulfil their civilian-service 
obligations. In 1985, the five Eastern Orthodox military chaplains expressed 
feacs about the "high number of young Orthodox, encouraged by the monks, who 
refuse to serve their country". (Most of the conscientious objectors at the 
monastery are Lutherans.) The next year, the country's Eastern Orthodox 
bishops affirmed a positive attitude towards defence, the army, and military 
service. Replying to an objection that church law prevents monks or priests 
from carrying arms, the bishops suggested that military service before 
ordination would satisfy church law. [EPS] 


India: three RC priests tried for creating anti-Hindu feeling EPS 87.03.30 
BOMBAY - Three Roman Catholic priests have been ordered to stand trial here on 
charges of publishing newspaper articles "intended to create ill will between 
two communities [Hindus and Christians] and cause offence against public 
tranquility". The three, Theodore Pereira, B.M. Aguiar, and John Ekka, are 
publisher, editor, and author respectively. The articles appeared in the 
official weekly of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Bombay. They said a 
Hindu group whose initials are RSS had started a campaign to "wipe out" some 
Christian communities, by, among other things, poisoning their water sources 
and food, and distributing contraceptives to make women infertile. [EPS] 


US: state Baptist boycott of Holiday Inns EPS 87.03.31 
FRESNO (California) - The executive board of the Southern Baptist General 
Convention of California approved a boycott of Holiday Inns until it 
"discontinues its policy of promoting pornography by offering pornographic 
movies". Holiday Inns is the largest motel chain in the US, with 1400 inns. 
John Onoda, a HI official in Memphis (Tennessee), said the chain does "not 
show pornography. We have never shown X-rated films." He said guests who 
view any film offered "must make a conscious decision to turn it on". [EPS] 


Marshall Islands: WCC invited to send team on health problems EPS 87.03.32 
MARSHALL ISLANDS - Tony de Brem , minister of health services for this group 
of Pacific islands, has asked the World Council of Churches to send a team to 
“see first-hand some of the health problems and needs that we face", which 
include long-term effects of radioactive fallout from nuclear tests conducted 
in the area in the 1950s. A WCC staff committee is following up on the 
request. [EPS] 


Disciples to explore identity, future EPS 87.03.33 
INDIANAPOLIS (Indiana/US) - The Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) has 
planned a four-day conference (here, 29 March-l April) to explore its 
"identity and future". Theme is "Christians Only But Not the Only Christians: 
Reappraising the Disciples' Tradition for the 21st Century". [EPS] 


Netherlands: joint missionary calendar published EPS 87.03.34 
AMSTERDAM - For the first time, Protestant and Roman Catholic missionary 
societies in the Netherlands have jointly published a calendar. [EPS] 


South Korea/Thailand: church relations resume EPS 87.03.35 
CHIENG MAI (Thailand) - The Presbyterian Church of Korea and the [United] 
Church of Christ in Thailand have signed an agreement restoring mission 
relationships. They ended in 1959 when there was a division in Korean 
Presbyterianism. The PCK has named a missionary to work with the CCT. [EPS] 


Kenya: RC bishops concerned about ‘danger of totalitarianism' EPS 87.03.36 
NAIROBI - In a memo to Kenyan President Daniel arap Moi, Kenya's Roman 
Catholic bishops voice concern about suggestions that KANU, Kenya's only legal 
political party, is more important than parliament. The bishops say it seems 
those who say the party is not paramount are "regarded as disloyal .... We 
believe there is a danger of totalitarianism if this trend is not checked." 
About the same time as the bishops' statement was released, Secretary General 
Plawson Kuria of the Presbyterian Church of East Africa said his denomination 
is loyal to the government and KANU, and supports the state in "all activities 
directed to the common good of all". He said the PCEA "cannot ... engage in 
any subversive actitives against the state as it had been assumed in some 
quarters", a reference to some recent media reports. [EPS] 


Thailand: RC priests, sisters get relatively big coverage EPS 87.03.37 
BANGKOK - The Hong Kong-based weekly Asia Focus reports that Roman Catholic 
clergy and sisters get relatively big coverage in Thailand's daily and weekly 
newspapers because priests and sisters often appear in society columns as 
guests of prominent Thai government officials or businessmen, who invite 
former teachers to their parties. Protestant missionaries and executives of 
relief agencies do not get as much coverage. An estimated 95 percent of Thais 
are Buddhists, with Christians accounting for about half-a-percent of the 
country's 51 million people. [EPS] 


Indonesia: interfaith dialogue assessed EPS 87.03.38 
JAKARTA - Asia Focus, a Hong Kong-based weekly issued by the Union of Catholic 
Asian News, reports interreligious dialogue in Indonesia "does not proceed 
very smoothly", according to the outgoing secretary of the [Roman Catholic] 
Bishops' Conference of Indonesia (KWI) Commission for Interreligious and 
Ecumenical Affairs. On the other hand, Victor Tanja, dialogue chairman for 
the Communion of Indonesian Churches (PGI) says such dialogue reflects 
Indonesia's religious harmony. He attributed this to widespread acceptance 
of "Pancasila" (belief in one God, humanism, nationalism, democracy and social 
justice), which the government promotes to create national unity among the 
diverse population. About five Indonesians in six are Muslims; about one in 
12 Christians. The country's population is about 167 million. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Pablo Richard: "God in the Nicaraguan Constitution" EPS 87.03.39 


The preamble to the new Nicaraguan constitution is dedicated to several 
groups of citizens, including "Christians who out of their faith in God are 
committed to the struggle for the liberation of the oppressed." 


This comment appeared in the 5 February issue of Lima-based Latinamerica 
Press. Richard is a Chilean theologian. 


Never in the history of Latin America has there been a more profound debate or 
such a lucid conclusion ... as on the issue of whether the name of God should 
be included in Nicaragua's constitution. 


Conservatives wanted God's name mentioned at all cost, while liberals and 
Marxists wanted to omit it. 


But in a moment of prophetic clarity, the national assembly realized that 
neither the God being defended nor the God being denied was the God who 
inspires revolutionary Christians. 


The God being discussed by self-styled believers and by atheists was abstract, 
metaphysical, un-transcendental; but the God of revolutionary Christians has 
nothing to do with this God. 


Christian faith is "atheistic" when it comes to belief in this God, an idol 
created by the system of domination. 


The God finally referred to in the constitution is the biblical God, the God 
of Jesus, the true God, God of the poor who struggle for life and justice. ... 


For a long time now, liberation theology has said that in Latin America the 
issue is not God's existence; but rather how God is, where God is, what God 
has chosen and how we visualize that God. 


It no longer means much to say we believe in God; people must now make clear 
what God they believe in. 


Neither is it important that some embrace atheism; people must be clear about 
what God they do not believe in. 


The fundamental theological problem in Latin America is not to show God's 
existence, but to discern the God of Jesus in the face of false gods. 


The problem isn't atheism, but idolatry - an idolatry that replaces the true 
God with other gods (the gods of money, of the marketplace, of prestige, of 
power, etc.). 


This idolatry perverts one's sense of God; it deforms God's image and takes 
the name of the true God in vain. 


It is wonderful to see that this theological discussion on God, so clearly 
present in Christian base communities throughout Latin America, took place in 
the Nicaraguan assembly. 


In the end, it was the Sandinista deputies who argued in favour of including 
God's name in the constitution. 


They were referring to a historical God: a God who intervened in history, in 
the liberation of the oppressed, and to whom revolutionary believers bore 
witness. ... [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘Appeal from Moscow Nuclear Forum (Religious Section)’ EPS 87.03.40 


This is the text of an "appeal to joint efforts" from the world religions 
section of the International Forum for a Nuclear-Weapon-Free World for the 
Survival of Humanity, which met in Moscow, 14-16 February. The other sections 
were for physicians, scientists, trade and commerce, culture, retired generals 
from Nato countries and the Soviet Union, ecologists, and political 
scientists. 


Unified in heart and mind, we leaders of Buddhist, Christian, Hindu, Jewish, 
Muslim and Shintoist communities in Africa, North and South America, Asia, the 
Caribbean, Eastern and Western Europe, and the Middle East, appeal to people 
of faith around the world, to all people of good will, to the leaders of the 
nations: 


For God's sake and for the survival and dignity of humanity, lay aside 
your prejudices, your enmities, your arms, and lift up together the banner 
of peace with justice for all. 


We, 215 persons of faith, have come together across the barriers of race, 
creed, and ideology from 56 nations to consider the tragic and urgent plight 
of our globe. Together, we are reminded of how small and fragile is this 
beautiful world entrusted to our care. 


We shed tears to see it at the brink of possible nuclear destruction, to see 
so many of its inhabitants suffering the man-made plagues of war, famine and 
pestilence. We share a common anxiety about its fate. 


The decision of the United Nations to declare 1986 the International Year of 
Peace awakened new hopes. Only two months before, the leaders of the USSR 
and the USA had agreed that there could be no winners in a nuclear war and to 
begin new negotiations to curb the nuclear arms race. 


At the same time, more and more people have committed themselves to the cause 
of peace, often out of religious conviction. 


Hopeful proposals have been made, setting out new modes of political thinking 
and new principles of relations between states in a nuclear age which give 
priority to universally-accepted human values. 


Sweeping new proposals have been made to eliminate nuclear weapons altogether. 
At [the meeting between the Soviet and US leaders last October in] Reykjavik 
[Iceland], near agreement was reached to reduce drastically current stockpiles 
and nuclear missile deployment. 


Yet all these hopes have been dashed. The nuclear arms race threatens more 
imminently to spread into space, and conventional weapons traders grow ever 
richer by feeding the flames of war in several terribly destructive regional 
conflicts. 


New nuclear disasters have reminded us that human beings have created a 
technology that can exceed its ability to control it. 


The arms race continues, both in quality and in scope, with disastrous 
consequences, especially for the poor whose meagre resources it drains at an 
increasing pace. 


_ And yet we do not despair. We continue to believe in the power of prayer, and 
together we trust that God will lead humanity out of this wilderness. We 
believe in wise actions guided by the sages. [over] 


forum/2 


It is not too late to replace the threat or use of armed force with dialogue. 
It is not too late to return to the policy of detente and co-operation and to 
develop new confidence and trust among peoples divided by irrational hatred 
and enmity. It is not too late to develop a shared notion of common security 
among the inescapably interdependent nations of the world. 


The time has come for concrete actions before it does become too late. 

People of religion have special roles to play, among them: promoting unity 
among the peoples; increasing contacts across lines of division; improving 
the spiritual and devotional life of human communities; helping to eliminate 
prejudiced enemy images; and intensifying education for peace. 


Many of us have been meeting in peace gatherings for decades building bonds of 
trust and confidence among ourselves. Our experience is a hopeful one. We 

call upon the policy makers and leaders of the nations to commit themselves as 
well as to continue dialogue. 


Urgent steps are necessary now to end the arms race. But a commitment to 
stay the course is essential if the shared aspirations of humankind for the 
elimination of all nuclear weapons is ultimately to be realized. 


We appeal especially to the leaders of the principal nuclear nations to: 


- declare once and for all that the alternative of nuclear war is immoral 
and humanly unacceptable; 


- renounce the doctrines of nuclear deterrence and mutually assured 
destruction; 


- respect without question existing nuclear weapons treaties such as the 
ABM Treaty; 


- proceed immediately to conclude new treaties in consonance with the hope 
for a nuclear-free world rekindled at Reykjavik. 


While we have not come here to align ourselves with the policies of any 
particular nation, we applaud on its merits the unilateral moratorium on 
nuclear testing as a confidence-building measure of the highest order. 


It deserves a positive response. All nuclear states should enter into a 
common moratorium calling a halt now to all nuclear testing. 


We also believe the goal of ridding the world of nuclear weapons, by 
mutually-agreed stages, by the year 2000 is necessary, urgent and achievable. 


But for either of these things to happen, all the peoples of the world, 
especially the citizens of the major nuclear powers must engage in renewed, 
massive efforts. 


The unilateral actions taken already by some states to reduce their military 
forces and budgets are welcome and encouraging. 


We appeal to all to commit themselves unalterably to this task of building the 
basis for common security today. Time has come for us to ask the ancient 
questions: If not me, who? If not now, when? 


May God make us faithful stewards of this world which we hold in trust for 
future generations, and guide us all in the blessed paths of peace. [EPS] 
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SHOPTALK (54/09) 


WCC 87, an illustrated account of WCC programmes and activities since 
January 1986, is available from WCC Publications, Box 66, CH-121l Geneva 20. 


Situation reports available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20: 
civil strife in Sri Lanka (no.2, 12 February) 
post-earthquake rehabilitation in Argentina (30 January) 
emergency in Sudan (no.6, 9 February) 
post-earthquake rehabilitation in El Salvador (no.2, 9 February) 


A tentative WCC calendar of meetings for 1987 is available from EPS. 


The new (1986/No. 23) issue of PCR Information has as its theme: Southern 
Africa - the Harare and AI-Gams Declarations: A Call for Freedom and 
Independence for South Africa and Namibia. A copy is available from WCC/PCR, 
Box 66, CH-121l1 Geneva 20. Also available from PCR is a 20-page list of 
missing/detained persons in South Africa, giving ages and dates since they 
were detained or have been missing. 


In EPS 87.01.28, the figures in the second paragraph on the second page are 
Zimbabwe, not US dollars. (The US-dollar equivalents are approximately 70 and 
180 thousand. ) 


A statement and recommendations from a consultation of Indian "bishops, 

church leaders, and representatives of groups involved in peoples struggles" 
is available from P.M. Larbeer, Partners in Justice Concerns - India, Flat No. 
3, SCMI, 29 CSI Compound, 11 Cross, Mission Road, Bangalore 560 027. 


An article about talks in Minneapolis by Argentine Methodist theologian José 
Miguez Bonino is available on request from EPS. 


The Federation of Evangelical Churches in Italy has a new monthly news 
service in English. The federation, which includes Reformed (Waldensian), 
Baptist, Methodist, Lutheran, and Salvation Army participation, is located at 
Via Firenze 38, 00184 Rome. 


Photo Oikoumene, the WCC photo catalogue, is available to those who request 
it: WCC/Visual Arts, Box 66, CH-121l1 Geneva 20. Also available are photos 
which may be used with EPS stories. 


EPS deadlines are on Mondays at 7h00 GMT. 


EPS headlines can be telexed to you. We pay for that. You can then ask 
for texts of items you want. You pay for that. 


EPS printing: 
this issue, 12 March 


next issue, 17 March. 


EPS appears about 40 times a year. 


ENGLAND: ANGLICANS MOVE Ecumenical Press 
TOWARDS WOMEN AS PRIESTS Service 87.03.41 


LONDON (Robert Nowell) - The [Anglican] Church of England took a step towards 
the ordination of women as priests when its General Synod voted by a margin of 
more than two to one to go ahead with drawing up legislation to make this 
possible. 


But, as Archbishop of Canterbury Robert Runcie pointed out in his speech 
opening the synod's five-hour debate, any binding decision to ordain women as 
priests is many years off. The earliest final approval could come is July 


1991, and it requires two-thirds majorities in all three of the synod's houses 
- bishops, clergy, and laity. 


The proposal to go ahead with legislation on lines proposed by the bishops, 
with safeguards for conscientious objectors, gained majorities of 80 percent 
among the bishops, just under 66 percent among the clergy, and 69 percent 
among the laity - a notable shift in opinion since the vote in November 1984 
when the synod asked for legislation to be drawn up by majorities of 87 
percent (bishops), 57 percent (clergy), and 63 percent (laity). 


Before the crucial vote in 1991 or later to give legislation final approval 
there will have been a general election in 1990 to elect a new synod — when an 
additional factor could be women who are deacons (allowed since last month) to 
vote and stand as candidates in elections for the house of clergy. 


In his speech, Runcie rebuked opponents of women as priests for "premature 
pani cn. Reminding them of the lengthy timetable before any ordination of 
women would be possible, he said it was "a little early ... to be taking the 
tarpaulins off the lifeboats - or even signalling to other shipping to stand 
by to take on board some of the passengers." 


Runcie recalled that the bishops' report which the synod was debating had been 
quite clear in ruling out parallel episcopates or competing jurisdictions for 
those opposed to priesting women. "I, for one", he said, "do not intend to 
preside over the abolition of diocesan episcopacy and the parochial system as 
the Church of England has known it from the time of my predecessor Archbishop 
Theodore of Tarsus" (archbishop of Canterbury from 668 to 690). He said he 
does not want the Church of England to slide into "a kind of episcopal 


congregationalism". 


In other action, the synod gave final approval to a measure giving the 
archbishops discretion to allow the ordination of someone who is divorced and 
remarried or who is married to someone who is divorced — something at present 
totally forbidden. That measure needs Parliament's approval before becoming 
law. 


By 246 votes to two, with 16 abstentions, the synod gave powerful backing to 
the principles of interdependence and solidarity underlying Britain's post-war 
welfare state. By 219 votes to 14 the synod welcomed the disinvestment from 
South Africa already undertaken by the church commissioners and by the central 
board of finance. It urged both bodies to continue with progressive acts of 
disengagement in order to increase pressure on the South African economy. 


The synod learned that the English Anglican Church Commissioners have reduced 
the proportion of their income derived indirectly from South Africa to less 
than 0.5 percent, while over-all the proportion of the Central Board of 
Finance's income derived indirectly from South Africa was 0.2 percent. [EPS] 


SOCIAL ISSUES CONCERN Ecumenical Press 


CHRISTIANS IN JAPAN Service 87.03.42 
TOKYO - Several social issues continue to cause concern among Christians in 
Japan. 


A new Christian organization has added its voice to the outcry against the 
fingerprinting in connection with the registration of aliens; an association 
of the Kyodan (United Church of Christ) organized a special public meeting to 
Oppose a proposed national secrets law; and the National Christian Council 
drew attention to the increasing and pronounced signs of state involvement in 
religious activities, with regards to the Yasukuni Shinto Shrine. 


The National Rally of Christians for Complete Abolition of Fingerprinting 
convened here, sponsored by the newly-formed National Coordinating Council on 
Alien Registration Law Issues. Clement John, secretary for international 
affairs with the Singapore-based Christian Conference of Asia, told 
participants that human dignity is the basis for human rights. 


He said this dignity is denied by the law, which an international ecumenical 
team has found to violate the Universal Declaration of and International 
Covenant on Human Rights, both of which have been ratified by Japan 


Other speakers gave testimonies and appeals, and the rally concluded with a 
public declaration that the basic rights of foreigners (mostly Koreans) 
resident in Japan are severely violated by the oppressive fingerprinting 
system, and by the requirement to carry the alien registration booklet at all 
times. Among other things, the declaration calls for abolition of these 
requirements, and an end to punitive, vindictive policies against those who 
refuse to be fingerprinted. 


The Social Issues Committee of the Kangawa Association of the Kyodan held a 
special public meeting on 15 January to oppose the proposed national secrets 
law. In an appeal, the more than 100 church people present said that the 
country's National Defence Forces are unconstitutional, and should not be 
allowed to have national secrets. 


The appeal concluded that the real aim of the law is to control and suppress 
anti-war and peace-promot ing activities, and will open the way for Japan to 
participate in research for a US-proposed space-based anti-missile system, and 
allow compulsory military service and the suppression of freedom of speech. 


In its English-language newsletter, the NCCJ highlights new indications that 
Japan's constitutional ban on state involvement in religious activities is 
being violated. Under pressure from China, it reports, the Japanese 
government has been moved in the direction of asking the Yasukuni Shrine to 
remove the names of the "class A" war criminals (those responsible for 
beginning the war) from the rosters of the more than two million war dead 
enshrined there. 


The council cites this as proof of "cohesive and convoluted relationships" 
between the government and forms of Japanese religion represented by the 
shrine. 


Christians in Japan are about one percent of its 120 million people. Most 
Japanese are counted adherents of both Shinto and Buddhism. [EPS] 


This item was compiled in Geneva by Marie-Elena John, an intern in the WCC 
communication department. 


CHURCH FOLK ACTIVE Ecumenical Press 
IN PHILIPPINE LIFE Service 87.03.43 


This item is abridged and adapted from Religious News Service. 


MANILA (James Owen) - Religious institutions have emerged as a vital element 
of public life in the Philippines, but there still are widely divergent 
opinions among religious leaders about the proper relationship of church and 
state. 


A wide range of opinions was evident in comments from various church leaders, 
Complicating the picture further are informal offshoots of the established 
religious institutions such as base communities and growing fundamentalist 
groups that also are active in political issues. 


Unlike most Asian countries, the Philippines is predominantly Christian (95 
percent), and most Christian Filipinos are Roman Catholics. That traditional 
influence took on added significance in February 1986 when the Roman Catholic 
archbishop here, Jaimé Cardinal Sin, assumed a leading role in bringing about 
the ouster of former President Ferdinand Marcos. 


Sin has since become a close adviser of Marcos' successor, Corazon Aquino. 
Roman Catholic leaders also emerged as major supporters of the constitution 
that was overwhelmingly approved by the Philippine electorate last month. 


But the leadership is not without critics, both left and right. Ed de la 
Torre, a Roman Catholic priest and Marcos opponent who spent over nine years 
in the former dictator's jails, says the church gets "too much credit" for the 
change of government. He calls the Aquino government "too Catholic and too 
conservative", and questions the depth of the church hierarchy's commitment to 
genuine national reform that would improve the lot of the poor. 


De la Torre says he is specifically concerned about the conservative influence 
exerted by Philippine Jesuits and the Opus Dei movement, which he sees as 
gaining strength throughout the country. ''The official morality of the 
Philippines is the religious power of the Roman Catholic church", he says, 
adding that it provides an expression for a "most virulent form of 
anti-communism" which can be used to justify all kinds of abuses. 


The Iglesia ni Kristo remains as a pro-Marcos loyalist faction within Roman 
Catholicism. It campaigned against ratification of the constitution. 


Some liberal elements within Roman Catholicism took a "critical yes" position 
in the vote. The Interfaith Commission for Justice and Peace summed up the 
progressives’ view in a position paper stating that its endorsement of the 
charter "does not mean approval of the anti-nationalist provisions, nor a vote 
for Cory". Its pro-charter stance rather should be seen, said the paper, "as 
a move against some quarters who are threatening the democratic space". 


Another sector within Roman Catholicism is Christians for National Liberation, 
founded in 1972 following the imposition of martial law. It rejected the 
constitution outright, saying "it does not address the basic issues of the 
people and fails to tackle the roots of the country's problems". 


Despite such opposition from both sides, however, solid Roman Catholic support 
for Aquino's government seems assured by the lopsided constitutional victory 
she worked so hard to achieve. Indeed, the charismatic president displays 
her Roman Catholicism proudly and prominently and, for the moment, she seems 
to have captured the broad support of her co-religionists. [over] 


philippines/2 


Other forms of Christianity account for about 10 percent of the Philippine 
population. Their relatively small numbers, however, have not stopped leaders 
of some of these denominations from speaking out strongly against what they 
consider failings of the current administration. 


Some criticize the high-profile, "cozy" relationship between Aquino and the 
Roman Catholic leadership, though taking every chance to make their own mark 
on government policies. 


They also object that Roman Catholic leaders have not acted forcefully enough 
to help correct economic injustice. 


Speaking in January to members of a church-related study tour for North 
Americans, Primitivo C. Racimo of the Philippine Independent Church said that 
"while the Roman Catholic church talks of options for improving the lot of the 
poor, some Protestants are emphasizing solidarity with the poor instead". 


To talk of options for the poor, Racimo added, "is to talk like a rich person." 


Progressive church leaders have continued to press the Aquino government for 
improvements in the lives of millions of impoverished Filipinos, just as they 
did during the 14 years of martial law under Marcos. 


For instance, immediately after 18 protesters were killed in January ina 
clash between demonstrators and police at Meniola Bridge in downtown Manila, 
the National Council of Churches in the Philippines held an emergency press 
conference to condemn the killings. 


Leaders of the council and its members (which include Baptist, Methodist, 
United, Lutheran, Old Catholic (Philippine Independent), Anglican, and 
Salvation Army jurisdictions) were also among religious leaders who met 
several days after the incident with Aquino. 


Joined at the press conference by national farmer leader Jaimé Tadeo, NCCP 
General Secretary La Verne D. Mercado said, "Such a brutal event casts doubt 
on the extent and genuineness of the freedom offered by President Aquino. 


"We urge the government to hasten justice ... to heal the lingering wounds 
inflicted on the farmers by longstanding inequity and exploitation", he 
continued. 


The NCCP urged its constituents to cast a "critical yes" vote for the new 
Philippines constitution. 


Like many more liberal elements within Roman Catholicism, the NCCP criticized 
the new charter, saying it fails to do enough to ease the economic inequities 
that leave nearly three-quarters of the country's people beneath the 
government's own poverty threshold. 


In his statement to the North Americans, Ermie Camba, general secretary of the 
United Church of Christ in the Philippines, said that Filipino Christians need 
to urge their First World colleagues to press for "mutuality in the sharing of 
God's resources". 


He added that in spite of their poverty, Filipinos "know we have something to 
teach, and we urge you to be in solidarity with us, just as we seek to be in 
solidarity with the oppressed in our own country." [EPS] 


NEW ECUMENICAL CONFERENCE Ecumenical Press 
BEGINNING IN NEW ZEALAND Service 87.03.44 


This item is adapted from a report in "Accent", an "independent, ecumenical 
monthly" in New Zealand. Its editors are Alison and Ron O'Grady. 


WELLINGTON - The National Council of Churches in New Zealand came to a formal 
end last month. In a simple action (23 February), the NCC General Meeting 

voted on dissolution and agreed to the distribution of assets. The decision 
ended 46 years of significant and often stormy church history in this country. 


The funeral/celebration took place the previous day at St John's Presbyterian 
Church, here. There were few mourners. The 140 persons in the congregation 
included participants from the meeting and some of local ecumaniacs. 


Paul Reeves, the former Anglican archbishop who is New Zealand's governor 
general (representative of Queen Elizabeth) and a former NCC president, saw 
the small congregation as a touch of realism. "The NCC", he said, "is not 
seen by the member churches as something which vitally concerns them, but as 
an extra interest for the few people who want it." 


It has always been like that. On the Saturday evening of the council's last 
meeting, a number of the ecumenical pioneers were invited to a nostalgia 
dinner. All echoed Reeves' sentiments. "There have been some great 
moments", said Alan Pyatt, "but somehow we never quite achieved our goals. 
The churches were never fully committed to union or development issues." 


The chief guests were Alan and Eljean Brash. Alan's long involvement with 
the ecumenical movement in New Zealand, and the Christian Conference of Asia, 
British Council of Churches and the World Council of Churches have made him 
the "Mr Ecumenism" of this country. 


He reminded the guests that "the essence of ecumenism is human relations". 

He spoke of the importance of developing better human understanding as 
illustrated in the NCC Programme on Racism, and said ecumenism shows "there is 
a price to pay for our involvement in justice, biculturalism and peace issues." 


Rua Rakena was one of the ecumenical pioneers who spoke at the Sunday evening 
service. He challenged the congregation to go beyond words in their 
understanding of ecumenism. He said his own experience of churches overseas 
had made him much better equipped to look at his own culture in Aotearoa (New 
Zealand). He quoted advice of the late W.A. Visser 't Hooft, first general 
secretary of the World Council of Churches, to "be a rebel in the church that 
is, for the sake of the church that is to be." 


The NCC has always been a rebel against institutions of society. It 
supported church union when it was new and unfashionable; fought with the 
prime minister over New Zealand's involvement in Vietnam; marched against the 
Springboks, a South African rugby team, when it toured New Zealand; and took 
many other unpopular stands. 


Today it continues this tradition and, among other things, is seen to be in 
the forefront of the movement for racial justice in this country and the 
pursuit of affirmative action for women. 


The NCC ended with a bang rather than a whimper. Its final action was the 
approval for its assets to be divided equally between its successor, and the 
Maori Council of Churches (Te Rununga Whakawhanaunga i Nga Hahi o Aotearoa). 
(The Maoris are descendants of those who lived in New Zealand, which they call 
Aotearoa, before Europeans arrived.) [over } 


new zealand/2 


The decision to divide the assets equally was opposed by the Cook Island 
Christian Church but accepted by the other member churches. It has some wide 
ramifications. ' 


Will the churches henceforth divide their ecumenical contributions jointly 
between Pakeha (white) and Maori councils? Will Te Rununga have joint 
decision-making powers on future monetary activities such as the Christmas 
Bowl appeal? 


The NCC decision was a courageous one, and its implications will have to be 
debated around the church. 


The death of the NCC offers the possibility of resurrection for a new 
ecumenical body. On 27 March in Rotorua, church representatives are to sign 
the constitution of a new body - the Conference of Churches in Aotearoa/New 
Zealand (CCANZ). 


The three-day forum which follows is to plunge delegates into some of the 
weightiest faith-and-order issues faced by the church in this country for 
decades. 


The new CCANZ is to meet without Maori delegates. Te Rununga asked that 
Maoris not be included among CCANZ representatives so as to free Maoris to be 
fully part of Te Rununga. The Roman Catholic delegation, which included 
Maoris, had to be quickly reshuffled. 


Roman Catholics are full members of the new body (as they are of Te Rununga), 
and this will introduce a new and unpredictable dimension. (Roman Catholics 
are already members of ecumenical councils in more than 33 countries around 
the world.) 


In the Roman Catholic Church there have been a number of petitions and 
meetings to protest the way in which it decided to enter CCANZ without, it is 
charged, full and proper consultation with church members. 


The evangelical voice will be muted in the CCANZ. The Baptists have voted 
not to participate in the new body, and the Pentecostals declined an 
invitation to join. The Lutherans and Seventh-day Adventists have sought 
observer status, and the Churches of Christ have asked for a new category of 
associate membership. 


The Pacific Island churches appear to have some reservations about the new 
body. The Cook Islands Christian Church has still not decided whether it 
wishes to join. Some island leaders here spoke of a new ecumenical body for 
Pacific Island churches. 


Such matters will test the CCA/NZ at its inaugural forum, but the hope is that 
a stronger and more influential Conference of Churches will be able to give 
fresh leadership to both church and society. 


Although the shape of the conference is yet to be decided the churches have 

already agreed that there will be a consensus form of decision-making rather 
than vote-taking, and there will be a strong emphasis on regional ecumenical 
forums which will be located in about 20 centres of the country. [EPS] 


LATIN AMERICAN CONGRESS ON Ecumenical Press 
"LIBERATION, RECONCILIATION’ Service 87.03.45 


This item is abridged and adapted from Lima-based Latinamerica Press. 


TACNA (Peru) (Juan Cano) - Roman Catholic bishops from 10 Latin American 
countries and one Vatican representative gathered here in January for an 
International Congress on Liberation and Reconciliation. 


Many church observers saw it as part of a strategy aimed at creating a 
continent-wide ecclesiastical movement in opposition to liberation theology. 
It was organized by Sodalitium Christianae Vitae, a lay movement composed 
mainly of middle and-upper class Peruvians. 


Oscar Alzamora, the Roman Catholic bishop here, gave the opening address. He 
said the purpose of the congress was "to seek ways to deepen the theology of 
reconciliation as the goal of Christian liberation." 


One of the most prominent participants was Pablo Antonio Vega, vice-president 
of the Nicaraguan Roman Catholic bishops' conference. Vega was expelled from 
Nicaragua last year for his alleged support for the contras, armed opponents 
of the Nicaraguan government. 


According to Vega, the Nicaraguan government is trying to impose "atheistic 
materialism" on a Christian population “anguished by its political leaders' 
lack of faith". 


He said Nicaragua's recently approved constitution [EPS 87.03.39] is 
illegitimate because basic freedoms and human rights have been permanently 
suspended. 


The publicity surrounding Vega's presence in the country and his outspoken 
criticism of the Nicaraguan government was an embarrassment for Peruvian 
President Alan Garcfa, in Managua for the new constitution's promulgation. 


A major congress address was given by Sodalitium director Luis Fernando 
Figari, a Peruvian lawyer, who spoke on "The Contemporary Challenge of a 
Social and Spiritual Liberating Action". 


He said liberation should not be understood in conflictive terms, but rather 
as a process of’ reconciliation that creates solidarity and seeks the common 
good. 


"Instead of class struggle, Christian liberation proposes a complementarity 
not just among individuals, but also among groups or social classes", he said. 


Almost all the-300 Peruvian participants were Sodalitium members or 
sympathizers, or belonged to devotional societies, from the charismatic 
movement or the: Legion of Mary. 


Juan Cardinal Land4zuri Rickets, president of the Peruvian Roman Catholic 
bishops' conference, presided at the closing eucharist. During his homily he 
affirmed the need for Christians to assume a liberating commitment. 


Land4zuri's use of the word "liberation" did not satisfy the expectations of 
the organizers of the event, said Maria Ros Lorbés, director of the Lima-based 
church bulletin Informativo CEP, who attended the congress as an observer. 


"They'd hoped Cardinal Landdzuri would support their movement and their 
theological stance. That didn't happen", she said. [EPS] 


England/Wales: More church restraint on drink asked EPS 87.03.46 
LONDON - Roman Catholics in England and Wales have been urged by their bishops 
to adopt a more restrained attitude towards drink. In particular, a report 
by the bishops' social welfare committee on alcohol abuse strongly criticizes 


parishes which run social clubs with a bar open every evening. "We do not 
consider the benefit to the parish from the higher profits can be accepted as 
sufficient justification", it says. "In their daily lives", it observes, "we 


do not think that Catholics are conspicuous for their restraint in social 
drinking." It also refers to a "tendency among many Catholics to ... show a 
degree of tolerance towards heavy drinkers which would certainly not be 
displayed towards those thought to be experimenting with drugs or indulging in 
marital infidelity." [EPS] 


Thailand: Some missionaries not co-operating EPS 87.03.47 
BANGKOK - The Hong Kong-based weekly "Asia Focus" reports disagreements among 
missionaries connected with the Evangelical Fellowship of Thailand about where 
they will work. Observed EFT Chairman Charan Ratanabutra, "Denominations 
which have established themselves in a province do not want others to work 
there." He added that territorial conflicts are limited to the approximately 
50 foreign denominations associated with EFT; he said the 40 local Christian 
bodies and more than 300 local EFT-affiliated congregations do not have such 
problems. A senior foreign missionary said many EFT missionaries are from 
denominations which do not co-operate with one another, and they bring such 
attitudes and practices to Thailand. Though EFT does not have a policy of 
allocating mission territories, many foreign missionaries informally set 
certain areas as their own and resist others' presence there. The government 
grants work permits to foreign Protestant missionaries only if they are 
affiliated with EFT or the [United] Church of Christ in Thailand. That 
denomination reports few, if any such territoriality problems.[EPS] 


Anti-nuclear priest resigns EPS 87.03.48 
LONDON - Bruce Kent, who was general secretary of the Campaign for Nuclear 
Disarmament from 1980 to 1985, has decided "with great regret" to leave the 
active Roman Catholic priestly ministry. "I no longer find it possible to 
cope with the strain resulting from the tensions between my pastoral role, 
which means so much to me, and what is thought to be an unacceptable political 
role", he said. He said it is his Christian duty to accept a number of 
invitations to speak against government defence policies. Basil Cardinal 
Hume, archbishop of Westminster and Kent's diocesan bishop, commented: "He 
has decided to involve himself more vigorously in the run-up to a general 
election by speaking in constituencies to advocate in effect the policies of 
one particular party. That is clearly incompatible with the traditional 
pastoral role of a priest - which, obviously, I would prefer him to have 
chosen." [EPS] 


Beatification of RC martyrs gets ecumenical endorsement EPS 87.03.49 
LONDON - The archbishops who lead Anglicans in England and Roman Catholics in 
England and Wales (Robert Runcie of Canterbury, and Basil Cardinal Hume of 
Westminster), have each reacted positively to the announcement that the pope 
will beatify (declare "blessed") 85 Roman Catholics put to death in England 
and Wales in the 16th and 17th centuries in connection with the reformation 
which resulted in a Church of England not in communion with Rome. "Whereas in 
the past this announcement would have fuelled controversy and communal 
rivalry, today we can all celebrate their heroic Christian witness and 
together deplore the intolerance of the age which flawed Christian 
conviction", said Runcie. “As Roman Catholics recall and honour these 85 
martyrs", said Hume, "we shall not forget all who in those troubled times from 
both sides of the religious divide laid down their lives because of a total 
commitment to their beliefs." [EPS] 


Britain/Ireland: St Patrick's Day prayer asked for N. Ireland EPS 87.03.50 
LONDON - Roman Catholics in Britain and Ireland have been asked to observe St 
Patrick's Day (17 March) as a day of special prayer for peace and 
reconciliation in Northern Ireland. In their appeal, the archbishops who 
head the three Roman Catholic bishops' conferences which cover the islands, 
Tom4s 6 Fiaich (Ireland), Basil Hume (England and Wales), and Thomas Winning 
(Scotland), said "the fact that the world sees Northern Ireland as a conflict 
between Catholic and Protestant is a reproach to Christianity." [EPS] 


US/UK: Church protesters arrested on Ash Wednesday EPS 87.03.51 
LONDON/WASHINGTON - Five US church leaders were arrested at the US Capitol on 
Ash Wednesday (4 March) as they protested US military intervention in Central 
America. The same day, 45 Christians demonstrating against UK nuclear- 
defence policies were arrested at the UK defence ministry; 41 of them were 
charged with criminal damage in connection with marking the building's walls 
with charcoal. Those arrested in the US included General Secretary Arie 
Brouwer of the National Council of Churches, President Avery Post of the 
United Church of Christ, President and General Minister John Humbert of the 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), and representatives of the Conference 
of Major Superiors of Men (Joseph Nangle) and Church Women United (Doris Anne 
Younger). (The conference is an association of Roman Catholic religious 
orders; CWU is an ecumenical women's group.) The five were among 300 
religious leaders and activists who attended a 45-minute worship service on 
the Capitol steps, for which there was official permission. The five were 
arrested when they walked into the Capitol rotunda, where no demonstrations 
are permitted. The London action was supported by one Roman Catholic and two 
Anglican bishops (Victor Guazzelli, Westminister; Tony Dumper, Dudley; and 
Peter Selby, Kingston), though they were not among those arrested. [EPS] 


US: diaconate on ecumenical agenda EPS 87.03.52 
NEW YORK - About 30 participants from eight Christian traditions - Anglican, 
Eastern Orthodox, Disciples, Roman Catholic, Lutheran, Baptist, Reformed, and 
Methodist - met (25-27 February) here to exchange information and perspectives 
on the diaconate - the ministry of service in the church. The meeting 
revealed a wide variety of theories and practices in connection with deacons 
and other diaconal ministers, and the group agreed that four of its number 
should meet to consider how to follow up the consultation. Many contemporary 
ecumenical documents, notably those on baptism, eucharist, and ministry (BEM) 
from the World Council of Churches, and another from the nine-—denomination 
[US] Consultation on Church Union, suggest a renewed diaconate as part of an 
ecumenically-endorsed, three-fold, ordained ministry (which would also include 
bishops and presbyters [pastors, priests]). The meeting here was co-sponsored 
by COCU, the National Council of Churches, the Lutheran Council in the USA, 
and the National Conference of Catholic Bishops. [EPS] 


Foes of women as Anglican bishops propose "church-within-church' EPS 87.03.53 
CHICAGO - Bishops of the [US Anglican] Episcopal Church who oppose 
consecrating women to that office are proposing a "church-within-a-church" (a 
separate, non-geographic church "province") as one way to allow them to remain 
Episcopalians. (The denomination's rules permit women to be bishops, and it 
is widely expected that one will be chosen within the next decade.) William 
Stevens, a bishop in the US state of Wisconsin, said the "Province 10" 
approach is one of a range of possibilities discussed when several bishops met 
here (9 March) on the issue. "The main object", he said, "is to see if we can 
work out some kind of accommodation where bishops who disagree on a 
fundamental issue ... can work out an arrangement to stay in the same church 
together." [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Robert Nowell: "Letter from London" EPS 87.03.54 


In their responses to the disease Aids, British church leaders have been 
careful to distance themselves from the temptation to see it as the 20th- 
century equivalent of the punishment meted out on Sodom and Gomorrah - a view 
rife in the correspondence columns of local newspapers, and which surfaces 
from time to time elsewhere. (For example, Robert Anderson, a Church of 
Scotland parish minister newly returned from Kenya, wrote in the "Glasgow 
Herald" that "Aids is a consequence of the rejection of Judaeo-Christian 
teaching on sexuality", and "the judgement of God".) 


Such a view has been firmly repudiated by church leaders like Edinburgh's 
Anglican bishop, Richard Holloway. He described it as "morally repugnant and 
illogical" and said it disclosed more about the attitudes of those holding it 
than about the nature of God. Similarly, Basil Cardinal Hume, the Roman 
Catholic archbishop of Westminster (London), rejected the idea that Aids is 
"God's punishment of a sinful world". He warned against useless recriminations 
against “any section of the population held to be responsible", and against "a 
merciless and self-righteous moral backlash". 


When it comes to what needs to be done to prevent the spread of Aids, church 
representatives seem agreed that, in the words of the wartime slogan aimed at 
VD, clean living is the only answer. "If this country returned to biblical 
restraints on sexual behaviour, the mortal danger of Aids would soon 
disappear", said the English Anglican Board for Social Responsibility. 
"Promiscuity is the root cause of the present epidemic", said Hume. "It has 
always been sinful; it is rapidly becoming suicidal." 


Said Holloway: "Both logic and prudence seem to dictate chastity as the 
wisest response to this epidemic. Mutual fidelity between partners not 
previously exposed to (the virus) seems the only virtually assured way of 
avoiding the disease, excepting celibacy, of course, which is making a bit of 
a comeback after years of obscurity and unpopularity." 


No doubt, many church people will not be averse to fear of Aids making people 
more receptive than they otherwise might be to a message of chastity. 

Indeed, when asked on television whether, after several decades of 
permissiveness, the church did not face more of an uphill struggle than ever 
before in preaching its high ideals, Hume remarked: "It is a strange irony of 
fate, if you can put it that way, that fear is going to be a more demanding 
teacher than we have been from our pulpits." 


But a warning against relying on fear has come from the moderator of the Free 
Church Federal Council, Donald English, who is also general secretary of the 
British Methodist home mission division. "To frighten people may momentarily 
cause more restraint, but it is no basis for a sustained change of life 
style", he said. "It could also lead to scapegoating and even to attacks on 
communities blamed for the epidemic", he went on. "What is worse, under such 
pressure, sex becomes a subject associated either with fear on the one hand, 
or a calculated risk of one's own or someone else's life on the other, thus 
losing much of its beauty and meaning." 


Certainly, as Holloway pointed out, sympathy for homosexuals and drug users 
who fall victim to Aids is often complicated by "the feeling that they bear 
some responsibility for what has happened to them". That underlines a point 
made by the social responsibility board in pastoral care guidelines it issued 
last November - that those dealing with Aids victims need to come to terms 
with their feelings about homosexuality, bisexuality, and drug addiction. 
"The bedside of a gay Aids patient is not the place for the pastor to be 
working out his or her anxieties about sexuality", say the guidelines. [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: "Churches in Solidarity with Women" EPS 87.03.55 


This is excerpted from a report by the Commission on Women in Church and 
Society of the Geneva-based World Council of Churches. The commission was 
reacting to the decision of the WCC Central Committee to endorse an 
“ecumenical decade" of "churches in solidarity with women", to begin at Easter 
time next year. The commission's full report on the subject is available from 
WCC/Women, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


... The commission saw this decade as a visible sign of the WCC's commitment 
to the concerns and perspectives of women. ... The commission's enthusiasm and 
joy about the decade was tempered by the knowledge of the limited impact of 
the UN Decade for Women [which ended in 1985] on the lives of women, 
particularly in the third world; and, by the churches' lack of response to the 
[wcc] general secretary's request "to assess self-critically the church's own 
progress regarding the participation of women in all aspects of the life of 
the church, in all forms of ministry, including the ordained ministry for 
those member churches who do not ordain women." 


[Suggestions for WCC implementation of the ecumenical decade: ] 
yeasEoci's empowering the participation of women in various ministries and in 
the leadership of the churches 


increasing the churches' solidarity with women in overcoming 
social barriers 


Philosophy: empower local women to continue and discover and develop their own 
strategies and power 


help local women and men to be aware of women and women's concerns 
in different areas of the world 


facilitate interchange of experience 
local and global [concerns affect each other] 


encourage church leaders and decision makers in the churches to 
cooperate with women in order to be (become) a church in 
solidarity with women 


Goals: The working groups suggested the following goals for the decade as 
far as WCC sub-units' involvement is concerned. Women's groups 
and churches are free to set their own agenda. ... 


Peace through justice 


churches commitment to marginalized and exploited women; 
churches commitment to women under poverty; 

churches commitment to peace; 

churches commitment to the stewardship of God's creation. 


Participation 


equal participation in the church; 
towards an inclusive church; 
partnership in family life; 
partnership in society. 


Theology and spirituality 


encourage and support women doing theology; 
theology from women's perspective; 
spirituality in/out of women's experience, ... [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘WCC Statement on Cyprus to UN Commission’ EPS 87.03.56 


This oral intervention was made on behalf of the Commission of the Churches 
on International Affairs of the World Council of Churches by William Wipfler, 
human-rights secretary of the [US] National Council of Churches. Wipfler 
spoke (4 March) to the UN Commission on Human Rights during its annual 
meeting, in Geneva. For more than a decade, the Mediterranean island nation 
of Cyprus has been divided de facto into two parts - a mostly Muslim and 
ethnic-Turk north, and a mostly Christian and ethnic-Greek south. | 
| 
-+» The Commission of the Churches on International Affairs wants to affirm — 
its concern for and profound interest in human rights for all people of Cyprus 
and the welfare of both the communities living in that island. ; 


The geo-strategic situation of Cyprus has considerable bearing on creating 
conditions in Cyprus conducive to the promotion and protection of human 
rights. Its proximity to one of the most volatile regions of the world and 
its location in the highly militarized Eastern Mediterranean make it very 
vulnerable to outside pressures. 


It is therefore necessary to diffuse the continuing tension and eliminate the 
root causes of a conflict that can erupt and escalate. A comprehensive, just 
and durable solution to the Cyprus conflict is essential for the safeguarding 
of human rights of all Cypriots. 


In seeking such a solution the sovereignty and territorial integrity of the 
Cyprus nation have to be maintained while creating necessary internal 
structures including viable federal mechanisms fully respecting the legitimate 
rights and aspirations of both the communities. 


A number of pertinent UN resolutions of the General Assembly and the Security 
Council provide the necessary conditions and framework for a just settlement 
of the conflict. What is lacking is the political will to implement them. 


The island of Cyprus has a rich and unique cultural heritage. The 
preservation of that heritage is integral to the human rights of the people. 
Equally important is the need to maintain the sanctity, identity and integrity 
of the places of worship of both communities in all parts of the island. 


Reports indicating that this is not the case with regard to several Christian 
places of worship in the northern part of the island have caused deep concern 
to the World Council of Churches and its member churches. 


The violation of human rights consequent to military intervention from outside 
has been a recurring theme in the deliberations of this commission and is of 
special significance to the Cyprus situation. There is widespread concern 
about the changes in the demographic composition of the island and the 
continued presence of foreign military forces. 


The situation in Cyprus demands urgent action by the _ international 
community. The World Council of Churches commends the efforts of the 
Secretary General in seeking a solution to the Cyprus problem. But new 
initiatives have to be made by the Secretary General and the United Nations as 
a whole. The WCC has maintained that inter-communal dialogue has to be 
promoted and all actions that would lead to aggravation of the situation have 
to be avoided. 


We hope that without further delay this commission will press for a solution 
by which all people in that beautiful island can live together with peace and 
justice fully enjoying their human rights. [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: 'WCC Statement on Chile to UN Commission' EPS 87.03.57 


This oral intervention on behalf of the Comission of the Churches on 
International Affairs of the World Council of Churches was presented (4 March) 
to the 43d Session of the UN Commission on Human Rights by Charles Harper, 
secretary for the WCC Human Rights Resources Office for Latin America. 


... The World Council of Churches has closely followed the work of its member 
churches of the Protestant and Orthodox traditions in Chile, during the past 
year as throughout previous years. Along with various dioceses of the Roman 
Catholic church there, these churches have been engaged in an active promotion 
of the dignity of the human person, in the protection of fundamental freedoms 
and in the search for a just society. In the words of the Confraternity of 
Christian Churches, contained in an open letter addressed in August of last 
year to General Augusto Pinochet: 


"The majority of our urban and rural churches are located in the poorest 


sectors. Therefore, in our daily pastoral work we are constantly aware of 
the deteriorating conditions of life in those neighbourhoods. The words - 
hunger, unemployment, malnutrition, disease, crowding, truancy - are those 


that most accurately describe the dramatic reality of the Chilean peoples. 
In the light of our Christian faith, this situation is a scandal." 


In the light of critical developments there, the World Council of Churches 
sent a delegation to Chile in October and November to express the solidarity 
with the churches and people there, living under the conditions of the state 
of siege [EPS 86.11.28]. 


... The situation of human rights in Chile has not improved, but rather has 
deteriorated during the past year. The churches and their agencies there, 
including that of the Vicariate of Solidarity, have provided irrefutable and 
meticulous data to the WCC and to other ecumenical bodies around the world, 
substantiating an increase in state repressive actions taken against a wide 
spectrum of Chilean citizens. 


It has included an alarming escalation of physical threats, harassment and 
attacks of various kinds perpetrated against the leadership and personnel of 
churches' human rights organizations. This development, of a most grave 
nature, elicits serious concern in the world ecumenical community, especially 
when the attention of this commission has been drawn so pointedly to the 
problems of religious intolerance. The churches have reported that: 


- A total of 7,019 persons were arrested during 1986 under the different 
states of exception, an increase of 1,705 over the previous year, and in fact 
the highest registered by the Vicariate of Solidarity in the last ten years. 


- There is no progress in the prison conditions of the 418 political 
prisoners in Chile. 


- Threats have increased against members of the press and leaders of social, 
labour and political entities, as well as an increase in the number of 
reported threats to individuals: from 594 in 1985 to 668 cases of threats and 
harassment by security forces in 1986. 


-~ ... Torture has increased, for which 109 specific cases were examined by 
church human rights bodies, over against 84 cases in 1985. 


- Courts of law have been notoriously ineffective in exercising their 
functions, especially during the operative periods of time when the various 
states of exception and state of siege were in effect. ... [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘WSCF Statement on Chile to UN Commission’ EPS 87.03.58 


This is SxGeEDEeH from a statement by Carmen Gloria Quintana, a university 
student who was "savagely beaten and burned alive by Chilean soldiers." She 
spoke on behalf of the World Student Christian Federation. In the first part 
of her testimony, she described the attack on her and others with her. 


-+. Our case is similar in its ultimate meaning to the many others which occur 
daily in my country, affecting the life, security or the physical and moral 
integrity of persons. 


The presence of heavily armed military patrols is not unusual. During these 
recent years, the poor neighbourhoods of Santiago and of the provinces have 
been constantly subjected to massive raids and military occupations as if a 
virtual war had been unleashed against the civilian population. 


That we were set on fire in a public street before witnesses exemplifies the 
level of impunity enjoyed by torturers and the agents of this regime who have 
been responsible for so many cases of cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment 
of the population during 1986. 


Leaving us abandoned in the countryside and in the same area where three 
persons were found with their throats slashed in March 1985 was more than 
negligence - as has been declared in the courts —- it is a morbid effort to 
terrorize the population by setting an example. 


The threatening of the witnesses and lawyers is the same phenomenon which 
occurs on a much broader scale to defenders of human rights and those persons 
who exercise their profession ethically. 


The lack of adequate medical treatment and personal security which made 
necessary the solidarity-assistance of Canada in order to save my life, 
symbolizes the continuous help which all the democratic peoples and 
governments of the world have offered to the thousands of exiled Chileans or 
political refugees scattered throughout the world. 


--. My case is not an isolated one. First, I must be considered as the 
Survivor of a serious attack on the right of life as are many of those in 
Chile who remain in anonymity and who deserve your attention as well. Second, 
the general and institutionalized framework of violations of human rights that 
are to be observed in Chile have their roots in an anti-democratic political 
constitution and the perpetuation of a military regime which makes them 
possible. 


Third, my case demonstrates the serious defects of the judiciary, particularly 
in its independence which must be corrected in order to guarantee’ the 
protection of individuals. Fourth, my case shows unfortunately that the human 
rights situation in Chile is very serious and must continue to.be the subject 
of special attention from the international community as it has been since 
1974. 


In order that the death of Rodrigo Rojas and my suffering shall not have been 
in vain, I have the humble hope that my testimony will serve so that this 
commission, in faithfulness to its mandate, will declare clearly and 
dnequivecally its condemnation of the violations of human rights in the land 
of Pablo Neruda. It was Neruda himself, this poet of Chile and of the world, 
who wrote: "In this critical moment, ith fluttering eyes of the pangs of 
death, we know that we shall see the definitive light even through half closed 
eyes." ... [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: 'FRG Church Statement on Refugees' EPS 87.03.59 


This item is excerpted from a statement on refugees by the Evangelical Church 
in Germany, the federation of Reformed, Lutheran, and United Landeskirchen 
(regional churches) in West Germany and West Berlin. A longer excerpt appears 
in the January issue of the newsletter of the Refugee Service of the World 
Council of Churches; the full text is available in German from EKD, 
Herrenhduser Strasse 12, D-3000 Hannover 21. 


... The world refugee crisis concerns churches, parishes and every individual 
Christian in many various ways. It concerns them because many of those who 
have to flee from injustice, oppression and persecution are themselves 
Christians and look to their brothers and sisters for help. It concerns 
them, too, since the worldwide refugee problem because of its magnitude has 
become a challenge which we Christians regard as a warning sign from God and 
as a summons to service and help. 


The spontaneous and immediate offering of such help is in keeping with the 
basic rules of the Christian command to love. In this way, Christians 
throughout the world represent, it might be said, a great potential for the 
relief and advocacy of refugees. 


In a number of churches, such as in North America, there is a tradition of 
work among refugees from abroad and there are established structures. By 
contrast, our national-church parishes have up to the present had little or no 
experience of refugees from alien cultures. They thus have difficulty in 
recognizing the challenges of the present situation and in becoming open to 
them. 


In its effort to make its contribution to the solution of the problems facing 
us, the church encounters resistance and opposition even in its own ranks. 
There are, of course, many action groups working with refugees and containing 
Christians with great personal commitment, and in individual parishes refugee 
work has gained a high place in parish life. 


But we have not yet succeeded in moving beyond such individual initiatives and 
in awakening in the parishes a general awareness of Christian responsibility 
and solidarity. Church and diaconal institutions show little readiness to 
accommodate asylum-seekers. In discussions and meetings with parish members 
we encounter the same hesitations and disapproval as in the rest of the 
population. And individual Christians are constantly protesting against the 
church's work among asylum-seekers and refugees, as in their view running 
counter to the interests of the German people. 


The church and its diaconal agencies would thus do well to continue to 
exercise self-criticism in their statements on these issues and avoid 
immoderate moral appeals. An unpretentious approach and a realistic estimate 
of the situation are essential. 


On the other hand, it is the mission of the church to stand by the weak and to 
raise its voice in favour of those in need of protection. In so doing it is 
addressing first of all its own members in the parishes. They are in need of 
information and encouragement to practise the spontaneous Christian love which 
is alert to see and seize opportunities to care for foreign brothers and 
sisters. 


Christians and church action groups working with asylum-seekers and refugees 
often come under considerable pressure and need strengthening and support. 
Proper preparation is required for this work. [over ] 


frg-refugee/2 


This also includes the understanding that church refugee work cannot be 
limited to diaconal service to individual refugees, but must also investigate 
the causes of the refugee problem in our own country and in the world's crisis 
areas, and seek to advance along the path to justice and peace. The church 
does not intend this work to result in polarization: it is rather concerned 
to reduce tensions and serve the good of all. 


In this connection, the question is today constantly being raised as to the 
theological basis of the church's refugee work. For Christians, who serve 
God in their daily life in the world and are ‘doers of the word' (James 1:22), 
the desperate plight of refugees and their need for protection is reason 
enough for their commitment. There is no need for any further fresh 
theological justification. 


However, the effort must be made, and will be useful, to examine the thinking 
behind Christian refugee work and its theological basis. This effort will 
gain in credibility the more we commit ourselves unreservedly to the cause of 
refugees and seek together with them to find practical help, instead of simply 
talking about them. 


At the centre of Israel's biblical memory is the experience of how God freed 
his people from oppression in an alien land. "A wandering Aramean was my 
father; and he went down into Egypt and sojourned there, few in number ... 
and the Lord heard our voice and saw our affliction, our toil, and our 
oppressions; and the Lord brought us out of Egypt ..." (Deuteronomy 

26:5-10). That was Israel's confession of faith, and this confession of God's 
saving action was seen as being linked with the command to provide protection 
for aliens in their own land. "You shall not oppress a stranger; you know 
the heart of a stranger, for you were strangers in the land of Egypt" (Exodus 
2339}. 


Because the people in the course of their history had experienced the 
personal, physical bondage of slavery in an alien land, they could as it were 
feel themselves into the situation of aliens and deal justly with them. 


The Old Testament commands for the protection of aliens were valid within the 
boundaries of the national community of Israel. In the New Testament those 
boundaries were transcended. Jesus' command to love, which he himself calls 
the highest command, applies across all boundaries to those in need of care 
and help from their fellow human beings. ... 


In these experiences, commands and stories from the Old and New Testaments, 
central biblical themes are discernible. They are not isolated instances, 
but are to be taken in their wider contexts and lead us to basic insights of” 
our biblical Christian faith which are a binding duty on the Christian 
community in all ages. ... 


As long as a situation of political confrontation, insecurity, war, poverty, 
and hunger prevails in distant parts of the world, above all in developing 
countries, the flood of refugees will not dry up. The church and its diaconal 
agencies must therefore prepare themselves for a situation in which aid to 
refugees will remain a constant task in coming years. ... 


If ... people arrive at the conviction that the state is not fulfilling its 
constituional role, but is violating the fundamental right to asylum, they 
have legal recourse to the administrative and constitutional courts. If all 
legal measures are exhausted ... the fundamental question arises whether 
illegal action on grounds of conscience is justified. ... [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: "Message from Sixth Japan-Korea Church Consultation" EPS 87.03.60 


This item is excerpted from the message prepared by a meeting of Japanese and 
Korean church representatives in Osaka, 27-30 January. 


Peace: We affirmed that both councils are called to serve God's mission in 
this world and to be instruments of peace in order that we pursue our 
responsibilities for the realization of peace with justice (Romans 14:17, 
Isaiah 32:17). However, in reality there are forces threatening peace and 
they are strengthening and prohibiting the realization of peace in the world. 


In Japan, Prime Minister Nakasone made an official visit to the Yasukuni 
Shinto Shrine in 1985, and in 1987 spending for national defence in Japan was 
increased to a level that is over the one percent of the GNP ceiling. These 
are clear indications of increased militarization in Japan and greater 
encouragement of nationalistic ideologies. 


Calling on school systems to raise the "Hinomaru" flag and sing the "Kimigayo" 
national anthem as symbols of nationalism along with changes in the history 
books used in the public schools, all indicate retrogressive changes in 
educational practices towards remilitarization. 


Attempts to restore the ideology of the emperor system along with movements to 
establish a National Secrets Law, the discrimination practiced against 
minorities through increased controls and forcing them to submit to 
fingerprinting in the context of the alien registration law, are cont inuing 
examples of those same practices and thought modes which once became the basis 
of support for the military invasion of other countries of Asia, and these 
ideologies are permeating all corners of Japanese society. 


Through the use of economic power, Japan sustains neo-colonial policies in 
order to control other Asian nations economically and along with Japan's 
militarization, said realities are becoming more severely threatening to peace 
in Asia. 


In South Korea from the beginning of the 1970s, movements for democracy have 
continued, but the oppression by the government supported by the military has 
not weakened. The background of this social tension has been created by the 
north-south division of the Korean people over the last 40 years and worldwide 
military expansion worsens this tension. 


Especially we must watch closely the crisis created by the expansion of 
nuclear arms in north-east Asia. As disciples of peace both councils must 
work to halt the tendencies towards militarization that are to be seen in both 
countries and to break down the dividing wall of hostility between North and 
South Korea (Ephesians 2: 14-17), and must be servants in the creation of 
peace filled with justice. 


Representatives from the World Council of Churches and the North American 
churches have visited North and South Korea. As seen in the Christian 
encounter between peoples from North and South Korea in September 1986, at 
Glion, Switzerland, the World Council of Churches and the Christian Conference 
of Asia attempted to develop dialogue through ecumenical fellowship. 


Both the [ecumenical] councils of South Korea and Japan will work to promote 
peace and the unification of the Korean peninsula through encounter and 
fellowship through ecumenical efforts. ... [over] 


japan/korea2 


Human Rights: Problems related to the peace crisis inevitably violate human 
rights. The present so-called peace in Japan has been established on the 
backs of the oppressed minorities in Japan. 


When Japanese society ignores the minorities, such practices are brought into 
question by the teachings of Jesus Christ as seen in the parable of the one in 
99 sheep (Luke 15:4). With the agreement between the Japan and South Korean 
governments the revisions of the alien registration law may pass debate in the 
Japan National Diet. 


The revision of the law to a one-time-only fingerprinting system, does not 
solve the problems of violations of human rights. Moreover, the oppression 
of fingerprinting refusers after the law is changed, may be even more 
intensified. 


We oppose both the governments of Korea and Japan in their so-called 
"solution" to the fingerprinting problem as they ignore basic human rights, 


Violations of human rights in Korea have been carried out in greater 

numbers. There are more than 2000 political prisoners of conscience. More 
people were taken to police stations without warrants, subjected to house 
investigation and house arrest, and very inhumane torture has blatantly 
continued, 


These facts are clearly to be noted in the recent death of Park Chong-Chol 
[EPS 87.03.03] who was killed as a result of torture while under brutal police 
investigation. Freedom of speech, and freedom to gather in groups and 
organizations are the basic human rights and sustaining such rights are urgent 
tasks. Furthermore, we regret that the South-Korea and Japan Youth 
Consultation in October, 1986, could not be held, because the Korean 
delegation was not able to obtain passports. 


The Korean atomic bomb victims have been ignored and both governments agreed 
to cursory medical examinations of victims over a limited time period. Some 
victims were able to visit Japan for treatment but the majority have been left 
in South Korea in suffering and pain from the World War II atom bombings of 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki. The Japanese government plans to stop treatments for 
South Korean victims without indicating any further policy in this regard. 


Sex tourism from Japan to South Korea is obstructing mutuality and friendship 
in relationships between the peoples of the two countries, Moreover, 
importation of women from other Asian countries to Japan with their being 
forced to work in Japan's sex industries, is becoming a serious problem. The 
sex tourism industry is extremely harmful to the dignity of human beings as 
all human life is created in God's image. 


All these problems are related to the oppression of powerless peoples by the 
state as these people seek freedom and human dignity. These issues are not 
problems of just one country but these struggles are of people who are asking 
for mutuality of responsibility from both the governments of Japan and Korea. 


The task in mission that is to be taken up by the church should focus on 
mutuality and solidarity for the solution of those problems related to human 
rights issues as seen in the interactions of Korea and Japan. Moreover such 
mission tasks should be pursued with the churches in other countries of Asia 
and with other concerned churches in the world as we seek together to guard 
those human rights given by the Creator. [EPS] 
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SHOPTALK (54/10) 


WCC 87, an illustrated account of WCC programmes and activities since 
January 1986, is available from WCC Publications, Box 66, CH-121l1 Geneva 20. 


Situation reports available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20: 
civil strife in Sri Lanka (no.2, 12 February) 
post-earthquake rehabilitation in Argentina (30 January) 
emergency in Sudan (no.6, 9 February) 
post-earthquake rehabilitation in El Salvador (no.2, 9 February) 


A tentative WCC calendar of meetings for 1987 is available from EPS. 


The new (1986/No. 23) issue of PCR Information has as its theme: Southern 
Africa - the Harare and AI-Gams Declarations: A Call for Freedom and 
Independence for South Africa and Namibia. A copy is available from WCC/PCR, 
Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. Also available from PCR is a 20-page list of 
missing/detained persons in South Africa, giving ages and dates since they 
were detained or have been missing. 


In EPS 87.01.28, the figures in the second paragraph on the second page are 
Zimbabwe, not US dollars. (The US-dollar equivalents are approximately 70 and 
180 thousand.) 


A statement and recommendations from a consultation of Indian “bishops, 

church leaders, and representatives of groups involved in peoples struggles" 
is available from P.M. Larbeer, Partners in Justice Concerns - India, Flat No. 
3, SCMI, 29 CSI Compound, 11 Cross, Mission Road, Bangalore 560 027. 


An article about talks in Minneapolis by Argentine Methodist oy pe José 
Miguez Bonino is available on request from EPS. 


The Federation of Evangelical Churches in Italy has a new monthly news 
service in English. The federation, which includes Reformed (Waldensian), 
Baptist, Methodist, Lutheran, and Salvation Army participation, is located at 
Via Firenze 38, 00184 Rome. 


Photo Oikoumene, the WCC photo catalogue, is available to those who request 
it: WCC/Visual Arts, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. Also available are photos 
which may be used with EPS stories. 


EPS deadlines are on Mondays at 7h00 GMT. 


EPS headlines can be telexed to you. We pay for that. You can then ask 
for texts of items you want. You pay for that. 


EPS printing: 
this issue, 17 March 


next issue, 24 March. 


EPS appears about 40 times a year. 


RELIGIOUS DISCRIMINATION Ecumenical Press 
ON UN COMMISSION AGENDA Service 87.03.61 


GENEVA (Marie-Elena John) - Among issues on the agenda of the 43rd Session of 
the UN Commission on Human Rights (here, 2 February-13 March), was a document 
from Special Rapporteur Angelo Vidal d'Almeida Ribeiro on intolerance and 
discrimination based on religion or belief. His mandate was to examine 
"incidents and governmental actions in all parts of the world" inconsistent 
with a 1981 UN declaration on the subject [1981, EPS No. 34, p.3]. 


Ribeiro describes such intolerance and discrimination as a "common phenomenon 
occurring in various degrees in all parts of the world and under nearly all 
economic and political systems", even though most states have constitutional 
or other legal guarantees of freedom of religion. Based on information 
received from governments, and intergovernmental and non-governmental 
organizations (NGOs), he did not name countries where violations were found. 
He said that was to preserve objectivity and avoid confrontation. 


The report notes allegations of intolerance covering "a broad spectrum of 
religions and sects, such as ... Hare Krishna, tribal or aboriginal religions, 
Seventh-day Adventists, Ahmadis [a Muslim sub-group], Aramaens, Armenians, 
Assyrians, Baha'is, Baptists, Buddhists, Roman Catholics, Uniat Catholics, 
Copts, Evangelists, Hindus, Jews, Muslims, Orthodox Church members, 
Pentecostals, Protestants, Sikhs and Jehovah's Witnesses." 


It lists nine categories of "infringements of the right to have, to manifest, 
and to practise the religion or belief of one's choice", and outlines forms of 
"discriminatory treatment on the groups of religion or belief" and 
"infringements of the right to bring up children in accordance with the 
religion or belief chosen by the parents." It also mentions connections 
between religious intolerance and other "infringements of human rights", such 
as the rights to life, freedom of movement, and opinion or expression. Its 
recommendations include a call for an international convention on the subject. 


Many delegations and NGOs agreed with the policy of not citing specific 
countries. But others, like William Wipfler, human-rights secretary of the 
32-denomination [US] National Council of Churches, said that for the report to 
be more effective, countries should have been named. R.J. Rajkumar, a 
representative of Pax Romana (an international Roman Catholic movement for 
intellecutal and cultural affairs, and for students), was among those who 
objected that the report is slanted in a Western, Judeo-Christian direction. 


Representatives of several NGOs suggested firmly that, at this point, a 
convention is a bad idea, which will tie up scarce resources, and draw 
attention away from specific instances of religious discrimination. It is 
also unlikely, they said, that states which seriously restrict religious 
freedom would ratify it. Moreover, they added, many international declarations 
and legal procedures already exist which cover the issue adequately. "What is 
needed", said one observer, “is not another exercise in treaty drafting", but 
implementation of existing UN guidelines, as well as dialogue. 


However, many governments favour a convention, among them the Soviet Union, an 
opponent last year of the US resolution which led to the appointment of the 
special rapporteur. This year, it circulated a draft resolution including a 
call for a convention. As part of its work on the subject this year, the US 
delegation hosted an "interfaith prayer breakfast". 


In the end, the commission extended the special rapporteur's mandate for 
another year, and asked for a report on the possibility of a "binding 
international instrument" to eliminate religious discrimination. [EPS] 


KENYA: CHURCH REPS Ecumenical Press 
REACTING TO AIDS Service 87.03.62 


This item is abridged and adapted from Africa Church Information Service. 


NAIROBI (Joseph Ndungu) - African church leaders are appalled by the influx of 
European and American tourists who, they believe, are transporting the disease 
Aids to Africa in general, and Kenya in particular. 


Church leaders are gearing themselves up for action, and are calling for more 
publicity to create awareness in the bid to fight it. 


Are tourists from Europe and America spreading Aids in Africa? Close to 
600,000 tourists from Europe and America visited Kenya last year. How many 
of those could have been carrying the Aids virus which they left behind with 
local prostitutes? 


These are the questions that Kenyan and church authorities are asking as the 
disease exacts its deadly toll. Among those who have spoken on the issue 
include Kenya's Anglican archbishop, Manasses Kuria, and two parish pastors 
here, Presbyterian Timothy Njoya, and Baptist Mutava Musyimi. 


Said Kuria: "Aids is a disease that comes through sin - it affects by and 
large prostitutes, homosexuals and those who take intravenous drugs." 


So far, the Kenya government has, through Minister for Health Peter Nyakiamo, 
admitted that 250 cases of Aids have been diagnosed in the country. 


But adverse media reports in Britain — saying there were widespread cases of 
Aids and venereal diseases in Kenya, which culminated in an instruction from 
the British Defence Ministry barring 600 troops from the ports of Mombasa and 
Malindi - have been decried by both the Kenyan government and clergy. 


Nyakiamo said there is no scientific basis for suggesting Malindi and Mombasa 
are a source of Aids virus in Kenya. Kenyan Tourism Minister Andrew Omanga 

suggested that British reports, broadcast widely by the BBC, were calculated 

to damage the country's tourist industry. 


The Kenyan government has good reason to worry over the adverse publicity. 
The government's Central Bureau of Statistics estimated that last year Kenya 
attracted 600,000 tourists from America and Europe. At that rate, the 
industry is vyine for first place as Kenya's leading foreign-exchange earner. 


Said Musyimi: "I advocate the open-door policy to tourism and I support it. 
That is not to say that I agree with what tourists do. You cannot have your 
cake and eat it. The price you may have to pay to keep Aids away could 
inconvenience the tourism cause," 


Kuria said his church has discussed Aids and sympathises with those who have 
it, and his church is praying that a cure may be soon found. "But we are 
advising Christians not to indulge in adultery, fornication and homosexuality." 


He added that the church encourages people to overcome venereal disease, "and 
they can, if they accept Jesus Christ and be saved." 


Njoya urged more scrutiny of visitors to Kenya. He also suggested that people 
should not lament measures being taken by the British forces in Kenya. "The 
effect will not be bad," he observed, "if British soldiers ... stop committ ing 
adultery with our girls." [EPS] 


Pope to open ‘Marian year' with global, tv rosary EPS 87.03.63 
ROME - Pope John Paul plans to begin a 14-month period of special Roman 
Catholic attention to Mary, the mother of Jesus, with a globally televised 
recitation of the rosary, an exercise of prayer and devotion in which Mary 
figures prominently. The pope is also to issue a statement on Mary in 
connection with the Marian year, which runs from 7 June through 15 August 
1988, the day on which Roman Catholics mark the Assumption, the teaching that 
Mary, having completed her earthly life, was taken, body and soul, into 
heavenly glory. [EPS] 


Nigeria: Christian-Muslim aspects to clashes EPS 87.03.64 
LAGOS - Clashes in the northern Nigerian state of Kaduna claimed at least a 
dozen lives, and the army warned it will shoot rioters. The state was put 
under a dusk-to-dawn curfew (11 March) after mobs burned churches and sacked 
bars in several cities. News agencies report trouble began in Kafanchan, a 
small Christian enclave in the mostly Muslim area, after a Christian revival 
service. Federal government representatives say the trouble is not religious, 
but is being encouraged by "misguided elements". Several northern states 
banned all forms of open-air religious preaching, including playing religious 
cassettes. Clashes between Muslim and Christian university students in Kano, 
capital of a neighbouring state of the same name, were also reported, but were 
said to be confined to the university campus. The Daily Times, a major 
newspaper in which the government owns a majority share, commented, "We 
shudder to imagine what havoc an inter-religious misunderstanding could wreak 
on us. We cannot survive a religious war." [EPS] 


Adventist president challenges USSR on religious rights EPS 87.03.65 
MOSCOW - Speaking at last month's International Forum for a Non-Nuclear World 
and the Survival of Humanity [EPS 87.03.40], here, President Neal Wilson of 
the General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists called for a release of all 
"prisoners of conscience" in the Soviet Union, and the "right freely to 
witness to one's faith in society." He also offered to explore with Soviet 
leaders ways Seventh-day Adventists can co-operate with the government in 
science, education, medicine, prevention of alcoholism and drug dependency, 
and a variety of other activities. [EPS] 


Italy: ecumenical federation concerned about refugee rules EPS 87.03.66 
ROME - In a letter to the president of the Italian senate, the president of 
the Federation of Evangelical Churches in Italy, Aurelio Sbaffi, said he hopes 
that in its final form, pending legislation "will guarantee and protect the 
rights of those who enter or wish to enter our country, and® that® it? will %%% 
in no way ... jeopardize those refugees who ask for asylum in Italy, 
regardless of their country of origin." Currently, only refugees from eastern 
Europe are recognized as political refugees in Italy. The federation includes 
Lutheran, Salvation Army, Methodist, Reformed (Waldensian), and Baptist 
jurisdictions. [EPS] 


FRG: church meeting on aid to Ethiopia EPS 87.03.67 
HANNOVER - The March issue of the English-language bulletin of the Evangelical 
Church in Germany (which groups Reformed, United, and Lutheran Landeskirchen 
(regional churches) in the FRG (West Germany) and West Berlin) reports plans 
for a church consultation this month to consider whether to restrict or cancel 
aid to Ethiopia now that its government has resumed its resettlement and 
villigization programmes. Some, including Hans-Otto Hahn, director of the 
church-related Brot fiir die Welt (Bread for the World) agency, have strongly 
criticized the programme on grounds that food aid has been used to force 
resettlement. [EPS] 
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US: Top business executives more likely to attend church EPS 87.03.68 
NEW YORK - Forbes, a business magazine, reports that whereas 40 percent of the 
US populstsey attends worship regularly, 65 percent of the leaders of the 
nation's 100 largest corporations do. The survey also said that the 

executives who identify themselves as Presbyterian or Anglican account for nearly” 
half of the group, though those traditions account for about five percent of 

the general population. [EPS] 


US: evangelical association on peace, Nicaragua EPS 87.03.69 
BUFFALO (New York) - At its 45th annual convention (here, 3-5 March), the 
National Association of Evangelicals passed resolutions celebrating the 
anniversary of the US constitution, calling for prayer for evangelicals in 
Nicaragua, and dealing with issues of peace, freedom, and human rights. 
Calling on Christians to be peacemakers, the NAE urges Christians to avoid 
"the most common errors of the political left - opposition only to American 
military power; and of the political right - support of all defense 
programs."' The resolution on Nicaragua endorses prayer next 12 October 
“especially that repressive measures against the churches be lifted, that 
radio stations with religious programming be permitted to re-open, and that 
permission be granted for church publications, now forbidden, to be published 
and mailed."" Also at the convention, US Attorney General Edwin Meese, the 
country's top law-enforcement official, said US court rulings since the early 
1960s have undermined the rightful place of religion in US society. [EPS] 


US: five of 10 most admired men have notable church links EPS 87.03.70 
PRINCETON (New Jersey) - According to a new Gallup Poll, five of the 10 men 
Americans most admire have notable church links. US President Ronald Reagan 
and businessman Lee Iacocca topped the list. Then came the pope, Baptist 
minister and politician Jesse Jackson, and Baptist evangelist Billy Graham. 
Former US President Jimmy Carter came next, followed by southern African 
Anglican Archbishop Desmond Tutu. Anglican hostage-negotiator Terry Waite was 
10th, following US Senator Edward Kennedy, and US Vice President George Bush. 
The number of church-prominent men on the list is unprecedented. [EPS] 


Burundi: government denies being anti-church EPS 87.03.71 
NAIROBI (Kenya) - A report from Africa Church Information Service, based here, 
quotes a spokesperson at the Burundi embassy as denying "an explosive fight 
between the Catholic church and the government as some sections of the foreign 
press would like us to believe." Rather, said the spokesperson, "What there 
is is a massive government-directed campaign to crackdown on some church 
personnel who have accepted to be used by foreign forces to undermine and 
discredit the government in its efforts to promote unity and development among 
its people. ... I find it difficult to believe that crackdown on bad elements 
in the church by the government qualifies to mean that the church was being 
persecuted." Groups such as London-based Amnesty International have spoken of 
"massive persecution" of the church in Burundi, citing such things as the 
nationalisation of some seminaries, abolition of the military chaplaincy, 
restrictions on worship and pastoral activities, and restrictions on foreign 
missionaries. [EPS] 


Cameroon: church leader, ecumenist Jean Kotto dies EPS 87.03.72 
DOUALA: Jean Kotto, former president of the Evangelical Church of Cameroon, 
died here (21 February). He was 69. A former member of the Central Committee 
of the World Council of Churches, he was one of the founders of CEVAA, a 
grouping of about two dozen church bodies in Europe, Africa, and the Pacific 
with links to the former Paris Mission Society. In his country, he was 
president of the Federation of Evangelical Churches and Missions (FEMEC), 
which includes his own denomination, plus Baptist, Lutheran, Presbyterian, 
Evangelical, and African Protestant bodies. [EPS] 


LL 


Finland: shortage of church cantors, youth leaders EPS 87.03.73 
HELSINKI - Parishes of the Evangelical-Lutheran Church of Finland are 
suffering a severe shortage of cantors (ministers of music) and youth 

leaders. About 100 of the 700 cantor positions are vacant, as are more than 
100 of the 900 slots for youth leaders. The church reports many candidates 
take positions outside the church because salaries are better and because they 
"want more regular working hours than are possible in congregational 
employment." [EPS] 


Conference of International Black Lutherans formed EPS 87.03.74 
HARARE - In the wake of a meeting here, about 40 Americans and Africans have 
issued a six-page statement announcing the formation of the Conference of 
International Black Lutherrans to involve "black Lutherans in Lutheran 
theological discussions and dialogues at both domestic and international 
levels, in order to contribute ... towards a broader, more inclusive, present 
and future Lutheranism." [EPS] 


GDR: church paper criticizes abortions EPS 87.03.75 
WEIMAR - The GDR (East German) church weekly Glaube und Heimat has criticized 
abortions in the GDR, now numbering about 90,000 a year. They have been legal 
since 1972. The paper says the requirement that those considering abortion 
receive counselling has been so weakened that "an abortion has already been 
decided upon from the first telephone contact with the gynaecologist." [EPS] 


China: workers urged to finish Bible-printing press fast EPS 87.03.76 
NANJING - Workers at the construction site of the Amity printing press, near 
here, are being urged by posters to "wage a strenuous fight to finish the main 
building of the Amity press" before mid-year. The press, a project of the 
Amity Foundation, is to give priority to producing Bibles, New Testaments, and 
other Christian literature in Chinese. [EPS] 


Brethren board on Aids, contra aid EPS 87.03.77 
ELGIN (Illinois/US) - The General Board of the Church of the Brethren has 
called on congregations and individuals to respond with "compassionate care" 
to those who have the disease Aids. It also cautions against assuming a link 
between illness and God's judgment on sin. In another resolution, the board 
asks for a halt to US financial aid to the contras, the armed opponents of the 
government of Nicaragua. It endorsed a plan to erect six "crosses of sorrow 
and hope" on the front lawn of denominational headquarters here until the aid 
ends. It also approved 20,000 US dollars in humanitarian aid to Nicaragua. 
[EPS] 


Singapore: Anglican diocese accused of ‘martial law' EPS 87.03.78 
AUCKLAND (New Zealand) - Writing in the ecumenical monthly, Accent, New 
Zealand Anglican priest Chris Tremewan, after six years in Singapore, says 
that in the Anglican diocese there, "all diversity or pluralism of theological 
approach has been eliminated under a kind of ecclesiastical martial law." 
Tremewan says Anglicanism in that diocese has been hijacked by a "narrow 
religious sect which can barely lay claim to the Anglican tradition." Ina 
companion article, another Anglican priest, Roy Yin, writes that the 
"systematic destruction of non-Christian and therefore allegedly 'heathen' 
artefacts in the possession of Christian families" is being encouraged in the 
diocese." Yin says that is a symptom of a "total failure to understand, let 
alone empathise with, the culture and mores of the Asian races whose people 
make up nine-tenths of the church's membership" in Singapore. [EPS] 


UK: Christian-Sikh dialogue explore liberation theology EPS 87.03.79 
LONDON - About 35 Christian and Sikh participants attended a third 
consultation sponsored by the United Reformed Church in the UK. Subject for 
the meeting was liberation theology. [EPS] 


WCC appeals for release of Korean Presbyterian leader EPS 87.03.80 
GENEVA - In a message (6 March) to South Korean President Chun Doo Hwan, the 
World Council of Churches appeals for the immediate release of Kim Sang Keun, 
general secretary of the Presbyterian Church in the Republic of Korea. The 
message says Kim was arrested while "performing his pastoral duties to a 
family". It calls his arrest "an unacceptable restriction on freedom of the 
church", and expresses "profound concern" about the general human-rights 
situation in South Korea, in light of reports of “large-scale detentions ... 
harassment of those working peacefully for democratic changes, and ... torture 
of a number of detained persons." It urges "reforms to ensure justice and 
human dignity for all people of Korea", and assures Chun of "continuing [WCC ] 
interest in the welfare of all people of Korea, and its prayers for them.” 

The message was signed by WCC Deputy General Secretary Todor Sabev, acting for 
WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro, who was away. [EPS] 


Philippines: Marcos opponent Jose Diokono dies EPS 87.03.81 
MANILA - Jose Diokono, a lawyer and senator who was a leading opponent of 
former Philippines President Ferdinand Marcos, and who was active in 
ecumenical work for justice and human rights, died last month, one day after 
his 65th birthday. He chaired a human-rights commission set up by Marcos' 
successor, Corazon Aquino, but resigned following the death of 12 people when 
security forces fired on a demonstration of farmers. In a message to his 
widow, Carmen, Ninan Koshy, international affairs director at the World 
Council of Churches, praised Diokono's "life dedicated to justice and human 
dignity in the Philippines and elsewhere" and the “inspiring leadership he 
gave in the ecumenical movement to many initiatives on human rights." [EPS] 


Egypt: new Eastern Orthodox patriarch of Alexandria enthroned EPS 87.03.82 
ALEXANDRIA - Parthenios III, the new Greek Orthodox Pope and Patriarch of 
Alexandria and All Africa, was enthroned on the Sunday of the Triumph of 
Orthodoxy (8 March). In the Eastern Orthodox hierarchy, he ranks second after 
the Ecumenical Patriarch, Dimitrios of Constantinople. The colourful ceremony 
took place in the presence of Egyptian state and church representatives 
(including Oriental Orthodox, Roman Catholic, Anglican, and Coptic Evangelical 
clergy), and Eastern Orthodox and ecumenical representatives from other parts 
of the world. Parthenios III succeeds Nicolaos VI, who died last year. An 
ecumenist and theologian, he has been a member of the Central Committee of the 
World Council of Churches. Until his election as patriarch, he was 
metropolitan of Carthage, the bishop responsible for members of the 
patriarchate in North Africa outside of Egypt. Other dioceses of the 
patriarchate are located in various countries throughout Africa. [EPS] 


British theologian denied US Presbyterian clergy status EPS 87.03.83 
AZUSA (California/US) - John Hick, a theologian and minister of the United 
Reformed Church in the UK, has been denied admission to the clergy roster of 
the Presbyterian Church (USA), following an 8-7 negative vote of the PCUSA's 
San Gabriel Presbytery (regional unit). It then voted 10-4 to ask him to 
withdraw his membership application "to preserve the peace, unity, and purity 
of the church", and Hick agreed. Hick chairs the religion department at 
Claremont Graduate School. He said the vote against him came because of "my 
view of the other great world religions as [additional] spheres of salvation, 
and my consequent diminution of the traditional absolute and exclusive claims 
of Christianity." [EPS] 


Malaysia: non-Muslims not subject to Muslim law EPS 87.03.84 
KUALA LUMPUR - A council grouping representatives of Malaysia's minority 
religions - Buddhism, Christianity, Hinduism, and Sikhism - has welcomed a 
federal government statement that state laws based on Shariah (Islamic law) do 
not apply to non-Muslims. [EPS] 


FIM: new emphases announced for 1987-90 EPS 87.03.85 
CENEVA - Frontier Internship in Mission, based here, which describes itself as 
an “international, network-oriented, ecumenical leadership development 
programme", has announced that its 1987-90 projects are to stress migration 
and differences of religion, the "resurgence of religion" and “new religious 
movements", and areas of “economic injustice". FIM plans to concentrate on 
aspects of those issues with "global implications, where there is need for 
deeper analysis and more active work, and where there is urgent demand for a 
unique response from communities of faith." FIM interns, who range in age 
from 20 to 35, are to be recruited in connection with specific projects. Ten 
new projects are to be developed each year. Internships are for two years, 
followed by a one-year "re-entry project" in the intern's home country. [EPS] 


Disciples, Russian Orthodox in dialogue EPS 87.03.86 
LENINGRAD/MOSCOW - The first in a series of international dialogues between 
the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) and the Russian [Eastern] Orthodox 
Church is to take place here 2-13 April. Papers on “Peace in a Nuclear Age" 
and "The Significance of Baptism, Eucharist, and Ministry for the Church" are 
to be presented by representatives of each tradition. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW: “Ecumenism in Asia" EPS 87.03.87 


This item is excerpted from an editorial in Asia Focus, a Hong Kong-based 
weekly issued by the Union of Catholic Asian News. 


... Despite some setbacks and slow progress, ecumenism — the movement of 
Christians and their churches towards the unity willed by Christ - has grown 
to be a major issue and dynamic for the church in the West. 


But this cannot be said of the church in Asia, especially when ecumenism is 
viewed alongside interreligious dialogue, which deals with Asian Christians 
contacting fellow Asians who follow other faiths. ... 


This should not surprise us. While ecumenism does exist in Asia, as often as 
not, it occurs within the larger context of Catholics and Protestants seeking 
common ground so as to form a larger, stronger minority than either group 
would constitute if standing alone. 


In most Asian lands, Catholics and Protestants find themselves on the same 
side in dialogue with Buddhists, Confucianists, Muslims or whoever else 
happens to represent the country's majority religion. 


But the interreligious context in which ecumenical dialogue takes place in 
Asia can and does produce mixed results. 


In Buddhist Thailand, mainline Protestants and Catholics collaborate closely, 
and those in Muslim Indonesia discuss social problems - even if more directly 
religious issues get much less attention. 


But Church Unity Week ... [this year] in Confucianist Taiwan failed to 
generate much ecumenical prayer or discussion at all. 


Does the Asian church need ecumenism? Yes, because fractured Christianity is 
contrary to the message of Christ. Some say that with limited resources, the 
Asian church must set priorities that imevitably put ecumenism second. 


Perhaps so, but did you ever wonder how scandalous the division among 
Christians is for our non-Christian Asian brothers and sisters who regard the 
doctrinal differences among us Christians as picayune, if not irrelevant? 
[EPS] 


ECUVIEW: “An Overview of the Church in Asia" EPS 87.03.88 


This is excerpted and adapted from a World Council of Churches staff memo 
from its Asia Task Force. 


Two-thirds of the world's population lives in Asia. China, India and 
Indonesia are, in terms of their population, among the largest countries in 
the world. 


The most striking feature of Asia is its cultural, religious, linguistic and 
ideological plurality. Its rich cultural and religious heritage goes back to 
thousands of years and has, by and large, resisted the impact of colonization 
and modernization. 


It is unfortunate that Asia is often portrayed by the media and also by some 
aid-agencies as poor, underdeveloped and dependent. There is poverty, and 

‘underdevelopment' understood in a particular sense of the word. There is, 
however, much that Asia has to offer to the world. 


Asia is rich in natural resources, It has a tremendous wealth of art, music, 
drama, architecture, literature, philosophy, community life, religious and 
spiritual disciplines, ethical and moral reflections, etc. It has some of the 
most developed religious systems, and has produced spiritual giants. 


The most striking feature about the church in Asia is that in most countries 
it is a tiny minority. There is often little realization of what this means. 
For example, in Bangladesh about 450,000 Christians live among about 85 
million people, 86 percent of whom are Muslims. Of about 50 million Thais, 
500,000 are Christians, and Buddhists constitute 92 percent of the population. 


With the exceptions of Australia, New Zealand and the Philippines, the church 
is a minority - often an insignificant minority - in the population. Ti Lp 
also often seen as the outpost of the colonial days. 


For a long time the churches did not experience their minority status, because 
of the colonial power, the ‘majority complex', and a missiology that looked 
upon other religious traditions as something that will 'go away'. Today the 
situation has changed and the churches are experiencing their minority status. 


Three major questions result: (1) What should be the nature of their 
relationship to the world church? (2) What should be their relationship to 
their neighbours and their religious traditions? (3) How do they go about 
exercising their ministry of service, the struggle for justice, etc.? Who are 
their partners? What are the theological and spiritual insights they can 
bring to the ecumenical movement? 


Here the language issue is the most crucial. Most of the Asian churches and 
thinkers do not participate in the ecumenical movement because we cannot 
understand them. They respect our limitations and stay out. 


Ecumenically, the Christian Conference of Asia is an active and effective 
regional body. Asia is full of ecumenical movements, grassroots groups, 
action groups, etc. The churches have a sense of belonging to the global 
ecumenical fellowship. 


Among immediate ecumenical issues in Asia are those related to the church in 
China; the peaceful reunification of Korea; conflict situations such as Sri 
Lanka, the Philippines, India, etc.; continuing concern for Indochina; 
liberation of oppressed minorities, ethnic groups, tribal groups; liberation 
of women; concerns of youth; militarization of the region. [EPS] 
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ECUVIEW: "The Emperor System in Japan" EPS 87.03.89 


This is excerpted from an editorial in last month's "Japan Christian Activity 
News", published by the National Christian Council in Japan. Christians are 
about one percent of the Japanese population of about 120 million. The 
reference to "Daijosai" are to ceremonies connected with the enthronement of a 
new emperor, which were opposed by the 24th General Assembly of the Kyodan 
(United Church of Christ in Japan). 


... We Christians of Japan cannot accept this continued strengthening of the 
myth structures ‘existing around the emperor as seen in the Daijosai ceremonies 
which the nation-state of Japan plans for the relatively near future, given 
the advanced age of the present emperor. 


The implications of this Kyodan resolution are to be seen as a rejection of 
any and all attempts to further strengthen the emperor system, a rejection of 
all attempts to isolate and reject minorities in Japan, and a call for a stop 
to the continued oppression of the poor and powerless in neighbouring Asian 
countries. 


The churches have been asked to participate in discussions centering on faith 
understandings and the emperor system of Japan. As an example of the 
extremely problematic nature of the emperor system one can point to the 
present intentional enforcement by the Japanese government of the ceremonial 
rudiments of said system in Okinawan society in an attempt to establish more 
firmly in Japanese society this system of social and ideational control. 


Three generations of Japan's imperial family are planning a visit to Okinawa 
as part of this campaign to strengthen political and social control, in spite 
of the fact that Okinawa was the location where so many Okinawan citizens were 
killed by the soldiers of the emperor towards the end of World War II as the 
nation of Japan practiced genocide against its own people while the fascist 
militarists leaders in Tokyo looked on and allowed the Okinawa genocide to 
continue as a means of buying time so as to ensure the sustenance of the 
emperor system after the defeat of Japan in World War II. 


The same "rising sun" flag which once was the symbol of the genocide practiced 
by the imperial soldiers of Japan against the people of Okinawa, is now being 
forced upon the Okinawan people as the symbol to be raised at school 
ceremonies, while the national anthem which is in reality a sung prayer for 
the everlasting continuation of the throne of the emperor is once again being 
required as the "national anthem" to be sung in Okinawa at public meetings and 
especially at the dedication of a new public park in Okinawa which is being 
built to commemorate the 60th year of the reigh of the Emperor Hiroh ito’. «3 . 


Instead of accepting responsibility for the wartime genocide practiced by the 
imperial soldiers of Japan against the people of Okinawa, what we are seeing 
as the trend in Japan today is a very slow but sure strengthening of the old 
emperor system as it was used as a means of social and political control. In 
the past the churches of Japan were organized under the emperor system. 


There are questions that we must ask ourselves today as Christians in Japan. 
Can we sustain our faith while at the same time allowing this reversion in our 
land to the mistakes of the past? Are we unwilling to move in solidarity 
with the struggles of churches and Christians in Okinawa as they oppose 
further developmental strengthening of the emperor system on their islands. 

We continue to pray that each "Freedom of Religion Day" meeting that takes 
place each year on 11 February, will continue as a means the year round of 
seeking ways to increase solidarity with the struggles for genuine democracy 
and freedom of religion. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Mathai Zachariah: "Edging Out the Church in India" EPS 87.03.90 


This item is excerpted from an editorial in the National Christian Council 
[of India] Review. Christians are about three percent of the approximately 
750 million people of India, most of whom are Hindus. Zachariah is editor of 
the review. 


With regard to the receipt of foreign grants by the churches in India, two 
actions have recently been taken by the Ministry of Home Affairs of the 
government of India, Both of them will have considerable effect on the 
functioning of the churches, their work and witness. The first one is a 
circular letter, but addressed individually to all agencies receiving foreign 
grants, asking them whether they are publishing any "registered newspaper", 
and if so to immediately close it down. "Registered newspaper" includes not 
just newspapers, but also magazines which are regularly published and are 
registered with the Registrar of Newspapers. Most of the Christian magazines 
come under this category. 


The letter also advised that if the agency wants to publish the newspaper a 
separate trust be formed (which of course cannot receive any foreign money). 
Whether permission will be granted when we ask for a new registration is yet 
to be seen. (The National Christian Council Review has been trying to change 
its name to National Council of Churches Review for the past six years, but 
has not succeeded!) 


The second action was to tell some of the agencies receiving foreign grants 
that hereafter prior permission of the government of India is to be sought, if 
they want foreign contribution. Knowing the way our bureaucracy works —- with 
all the delays and corruption - this is going to create great inconvenience 
and hardship to many institutions, churches, etc. One suspects that this is 
only the beginning. Very soon, all agencies may be asked to get prior 
permission. ... 


The government took over 35 years to implement its policy of eliminating 
foreign missionaries from India. The decision was made by Jawaharlal Nehru 
himself (in spite of the fact that he was a 'friend' of the Christians). We 
argued, tried to put pressure, pleaded, begged. But it was of no avail 
essentially. The government had the patience to wait for over three decades 
and slowly implement their policy. Many argued that it is our fundamental 
and ecumenical right to receive Christians from abroad. True. But the 
government and our Hindu brethren did not see it that way. Their attitudes 
were motivated and loaded with anti-Christian feelings. 


One of the home ministers of the government of India told us long ago, "I 
think it is good for you Christians in India today not to have foreigners any 
more working for you." In the given socio-cultural-political context in 
India, slowly it became clear to Christians, that they will have to make 
alternate plans. And when we assess the whole situation, the Indian church 
has come out of this experience not any weaker. 


I am sure, when we look back after many years, the issue of foreign money will 
also appear to be like the issue of foreign missionaries. Not that 
theologically or spiritually it is wrong in having the foreign missionaries or 
the foreign money here. In a way the 'catholic' nature of the church demands 
of us to share the financial and personnel resources from other lands. 


But it is also expected of the church to discern the signs of the times. 
Twenty years ago the NCCI published a booklet - 'The Missionary and the 
Mission of the Church' - which in a way predicted the present turn of 
events. Maybe now, the churches and NCCI should make an in-depth study of 
‘Money from Abroad and the Mission of the Church'. ... [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘WCC Statement on Religious Liberty’ to UN Commission’ EPS 87.03.91 


This item is excerpted from an oral intervention by Marti Zimmerman, a 
consultant with the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs, part 
of the Geneva-based World Council of Churches. She spoke during the 43rd 
Session of the UN Commission on Human Rights, which concluded earlier this 
month. Her references to reports are to those related to the implementation 
of the 1981 UN Ceclaration on the Elimination of All Forms of Intolerance and 
of Discrimination Based on Religion or Belief [EPS 87.03.61]. 


... [When the WCC] speaks on religious liberty, it speaks of a subject so 
vital to the existence and functioning of its constituent members of more than 
three hundred churches serving 400 million people living in all parts of the 
world in different socio-political situations. In its daily work it comes to 
know of the problems and difficulties that arise in different countries. But, 
as we said in the commission last year [EPS 86.03.68], it is with humility and 
repentance that we speak on the subject, as the Christian church itself has 
shown intolerance and discrimination. 


Both reports tend to reflect certain generally accepted understanding of 
relations between states and organized religious communities, based in part at 
least on models predominant in certain parts of the world. There is a 
dynamic process in several parts of the world, partly because of resurgence of 
religions and partly because of the nations' search for new models, which has 
implications for religious liberty. This “is "atopic which “needs close 
examination. 


The Commission of the Churches on International Affairs generally welcomes 
several of the recommendations contained in the reports. Both reports 
recommend the starting of the work - in a way a resumption - on the 
elaboration of an international convention on the elimination of all forms of 
intolerance and of discrimination based on religion or belief. 


In welcoming this recommendation, we are conscious of the time and energy 
required and recall the long period that was needed for the formulation and 
adoption of the declaration. We hope therefore that continuing emphasis will 
be given to the implementation of existing standards and that the states 
accept the obligations of conduct under the declaration itself thus making 
every effort not only to eliminate intolerance and discrimination but to 
protect and promote freedom of religion and belief. 


It is necessary to ensure that this commission has an opportunity at its 
annual sessions to review the implementation of the declaration on the 
elimination of all forms of intolerance and of discrimination based on 
religion or belief, and arrangements and mechanisms are set up and continued 
Or CHSC. | es We specially commend the suggestion for the study related to 
the discrimination against women in religions. ... Considerable gains have 
been made in many churches to make them true communities of women and men. We 
are conscious of the long way to go to end fully discrimination against women 
in the life of the churches. ... 


We are happy to note that the special rapporteur has given emphasis to the 
need for [interreligious] dialogue in promoting tolerance and freedom of 
religion, along the lines of suggestions we made last year in the commission. 
... The World Council of Churches wants to make use of this occasion to 
express its appreciation to the commission for its work in the area of 
religious liberty and to assure the commission of its support in further steps 
it will take to eliminate all forms of intolerance and of discrimination based 
on religion or belief. [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: 'UN Rapporteur's Report on Religious Discrimination' EPS 87.03.92 


This is excerpted from the final section of a report to the UN Commission on 
Human Rights by Special Rapporteur Angelo Vidal d'Almeida Ribero on the 
implementation of the 1981 UN Declaration on the Elimination of All Forms of 
Intolerance and of Discrimination Based on Religion or Belief [EPS 87.03.61]. 


... 96. «ee It would seem advisable to start work on the elaboration of an 
international convention on the elimination of all forms of intolerance and of 
discrimination based on religion or belief. ... 


97. In the meantime, it is important that governments should implement the 
standards established by the United Nations in the area of protection and 
promotion of freedom of religion and belief .... 


98. Accordingly, the texts of all international instruments concerned with 
the problem of freedom of religion or belief as well as those of relevant 
regional instruments should be disseminated throughout the world. 


99. Governments. should implement legislative provisions that offer 
sufficient constitutional and legislative guarantees, in conformity with 
existing international standards, for prohibiting discrimination and combat ing 
intolerance based on religion or belief. 


100. States should prohibit legislative and administrative provisions 
incompatible with the international standards and constitutional principles 
relating to freedom of thought, conscience and religion. 


i. Administrative practices should be reviewed, at the national, regional 
and local levels, to bring them into line with the principles proclaimed in 
respect of tolerance and non-discrimination in religion or belief. 


102. It would be desirable for the persons responsible for the application 
of these practices to be trained to respect the principle of tolerance and 
non-discrimination based on religion or belief .... 


Tae, a At the national level, appropriate mechanisms should be established for 
setting up conciliation procedures to deal with disputes arising from 
questions of religion or belief; the creation of a post of ombudsman for 
religious matters or of a conciliation commission might thus be envisaged. ... 


105. Victims of intolerance or of discrimination based on religion or belief 
should be able to avail themselves of effective legal remedies. 


106. ... Instruction on international and national standards in respect of 
freedom of religion and belief should be included in school and university 
curricula and teaching staff must receive proper training in this regard. 
Similarly, education should be aimed at inculcating, from early childhood, a 
spirit of tolerance and respect for the spiritual values of others. 


107. Non-governmental organizations in general, and groups representing 
specific religions or ideologies in particular, can play an active role in 
assuring respect for and promoting tolerance and freedom of religion and 
belief by initiating an inter-denominational dialogue ... emphasizing the 
similarities among various religions and beliefs rather than their differences. 


108. The media can also contribute, by disseminating information showing the 
importance of freedom of religion and belief as a fundamental human right, to 
educate society and public opinion in the direction of greater tolerance in 
matters of religion and belief. [EPS] 
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Evangeliaj Kajeroj, an international, ecumenical, semi-annual review in 
Esperanto is scheduled to appear for the first time next month. A trial 
subscription costs 50 French francs. More information is available from 
Kristana Esperantista Ligo Internacia, Leen Hordijk (kasisto), van 
Hogendoorplaan 4, NL-3135-CF Vlaardingen, Netherlands. 


Aids and the Church is the title of the first (March 1987) in a documents 
series from the WCC Sub-Unit on Church and Society. It is a transcript of a 
hearing on the disease Aids held during the meeting last January of the WCC 
Central Committee. It includes comments by John Habgood (archbishop of York, 
[Anglican] Church of England), Johnathan Mann (World Health Organization), 
Edmond Browning (presiding bishop, [US Anglican] Episcopal Church), Bena-Silu 
(Zaire, WCC Executive Committee), and Kevin Gordon (Roman Catholic theologian, 
Union Seminary, New York). 


Crosslink is the name of a new monthly for New Zealand Methodists and 
Presbyterians. In connection with the new venture, the Presbyterian monthly 
Outlook ceased publication after 92 years. 


Photo Oikoumene, the WCC photo catalogue, is available to those who request 
it: WCC/Visual Arts, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. Also available are photos 
which may be used with EPS stories. 


EPS deadlines are on Mondays at 7h00 GMT. EPS headlines can be telexed 

to you. We pay for that. You can then ask for texts of items you want. You 
pay for that. EPS printing: this issue, 24 March; next issue, 31 March. 

EPS appears about 40 times a year. 


The following may be used as background paragraphs about the WCC: 


The World Council of Churches was formally inaugurated at its First Assembly, 
in Amsterdam in 1948. According to its constitutional basis, it is a 
"fellowship of churches [now numbering 307] which confess the Lord Jesus 
Christ as God and Saviour according to the scriptures, and therefore seek to 
fulfil together their common calling to the glory of the one God, Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit." 


The WCC constitution specifies seven WCC "functions and purposes", including 
to: 

-~ "call the churches to the goal of visible unity in one faith and in one 
eucharistic fellowship expressed in worship and in common life in Christ, and 
to advance towards that unity in order that the world may believe"; 

- "facilitate the common witness of the churches in each place and in all 
places"; 

- "support the churches in their worldwide missionary and evangelistic 
task"; 

- "express the common concern of the churches in the service of human 
need, the breaking down of barriers between people, and the promotion of one 
human family in justice and peace"; and 

-~ "foster the renewal of the churches in unity, worship, mission, and 
service." 


The WCC groups denominations in more than 100 countries from virtually all 
Christian traditions - Eastern Orthodox, Oriental Orthodox, Old Catholic, 
Baptist, Lutheran, Methodist, United, Independent, Reformed (including 
Waldensian, Remonstrant, Covenant, Congregational, Presbyterian), Anglican, 
Disciples, Brethren, Moravian, Pentecostal, Quaker, and Mennonite. 


GREECE: CHURCH, STATE Ecumenical Press 
AT ODDS ON CHURCH LAND Service 87.03.93 


ATHENS - A government proposal to acquire 130,000 hectares of land (mostly 
forests, meadows, and farmland) controlled by the [Eastern Orthodox] Church of 
Greece, and then turn them over to peasant co-operatives (which tend to 
support the governing socialist party) has drawn strong opposition from church 
leaders. The bill would also make half the membership of parish and diocesan 
councils government appointees. To protest, priests were not to lead church 
services marking the Greek national day (25 March). (The value of church 
property and land in Greece is estimated at about 5 billion US dollars.) 


The situation also prompted a message to Greek Prime Minister Andreas 
Papandreou and Parliament President Ioannis Alevras from World Council of 
Churches General Secretary Emilio Castro. Acknowledging Greek government 
assistance to the church, Castro suggests the proposal be "suspended", and 
that “intensive, constructive dialogue" continue with church leaders. 


He describes the church as instrumental in building modern Greece - the church 
played a major role in the struggle for independence from Turkey, which came 
in 1821 - and says it still plays a "central role" in Greek life. (Most 
Greeks are Orthodox.) "In difficult moments of modern Greek history", he 
continues, "the church did not hesitate to share her property with peasants, 
refugees, and deprived people. ..." 


Castro therefore urges dialogue "with the church to guarantee her that in full 
autonomy, and in accordance with ecclesiastical [church] law, she continues 
her pastoral, diaconal [service] ministry." Citing "manifold needs of her 
flock and of a large sector of society", and the need to "maintain her 
spiritual presence in Europe and the Third World where her moral and material 
contribution is solicited", Castro adds that the church "should have the 
necessary means to carry out this ministry." [EPS] 


UGANDA: BISHOP *S COMMENT Ecumenical Press 
PROMPTS GOVERNMENT REPLY Service 87.03.94 


KAMPALA (David Musoke) - A Uganda government official, himself an Anglican, 
has asked the leadership of the [Anglican] Church of Uganda to dissociate 
itself from remarks by one of its bishops. Benoni Ogwal-Abwang, bishop of the 
diocese of Northern Uganda, was critical of the government's human-rights 
record in a BBC radio interview. He called it worse than that of deposed 
dictator Idi Amin. 


In response, Sam Njuba, Ugandan minister of state for constitutional affairs, 
called on Ugandan Anglican Archbishop Yona Okoth and the other bishops to make 
their views known on Ogwal-Abwang's comments. Njoba criticized the Anglican 
leadership at a fund-rasing ceremony in Karamoja diocese. "Everyone in Uganda 
knows this is not true [what Ogwal-Abwang said]", Njuba said. "It is very sad 
that my leaders in the church ... have not seen it fit to state their official 
view on the matter, one way or the other", he added. (Okoth was among those 
at the function.) 


Njuba said the government's policy is that "religion is a personal matter 
between man and his God, while politics is the relationship between man and 
man. The policy of the government is clear", he continued. "We fight all 
forms of sectarianism, whether based on religion or tribe. While one is free 
to worship one's God, we cannot accept the church to be used as a platform to 
divide the people, or to further some political and often divisive selfish 
ends." [EPS] 


THIRD-WORLD DEBT Ecumenical Press 


ON MEETING AGENDA Service 87.03.95 


MEXICO CITY - Convened by the American Lutheran Church, representatives of 
banking, business, economics, government, and the church met (here, 26 
February-l March) for a "dialogue on investment in North and Latin America in 
light of the international debt crisis". Presenters and other participants 
came from the US, Mexico, Brazil, Costa Rica and the FRG (West Germany). 


Participants visited barrios (poor areas) here, and the massive city dump 
called Santa Fe, where a major fire broke out just before the meeting. 
Chrysler Corporation hosted the group at its plant in Toluca. 


One government speaker, Rosario Green, undersecretary in the Mexican foreign 
relations office, proposed shared responsibility for the debt, "since it is a 
problem for both creditors and borrowers". Green proposed dividing the debt 
into three parts: "The first part I would write off, since it was created 
artificially and unfairly. The second part I would handle through a programme 
of swaps, paying what is owed in shares. The third part would be paid in cash 
in lower increments to enable growth .... And I would be patient." 


Theological points of view were presented by Alfonso Gregory, a Roman Catholic 
bishop in Rio de Janeiro, and Larry Ramussen, a seminary professor in New 
York. Gregory said the debt is "the most evident dimension of a long history 
of dependence that did not favour development of the Third World". Ramussen 
called the debt crisis "an experience of public suffering, systemic worry and 
public anxiety that could be a converging point with real power for systemic 
change, though that does not guarantee good." [EPS] 


REACTION TO VATICAN DOCUMENT: Ecumenical Press 
CONCERN ON ABSOLUTES, ECUMENISM Service 87.03.96 


This item is based on material from Religious News Service. 


NEW YORK - Ecumenical responses to the Vatican document (released 10 March) on 
reproductive technology ranged from solid support to a variety of questions 
about how "the rules" will be interpreted in practical situations. The text 
rejects, as "morally illicit", virtually all forms of artificial conception in 
which human life is generated outside the body. This includes surrogate 
motherhood and in-vitro fertilization (the "test-tube baby" process) and most 
procedures involving artificial insemination. To be moral, the document says, 
human procreation must result from "the act of conjugal love". 


J. Robert Nelson, a Methodist (UMC) minister who is director of the Institute 
of Religion at the Texas Medical Center in Houston, noted the document uses 
"proportionate" and "disproportionate" in discussing some points; these words, 
he said, will be the basis of ecumenical discussion of the issues. In 
general, he said he supports the "absolute principles" in the document, but 
not as hard-and-fast rules: "I don't believe it's waffling. It's simply 
taking into account the reality of human existence." 


Millard Erickson, dean and professor of systematic theology at Bethel 
Theological Seminary in St Paul (Minnesota), said the Vatican statement is 
based on a natural-law ethic, which is difficult to maintain because 
"unnatural methods of medicine" are universally used. Barbara DeMartino 
Swyhart, dean of the College of Liberal Arts at the California University of 
Pennyslvania, said surrogate mothering has biblical roots in the story of 
Sarah and Hagar, in which Hagar was allowed to bear offspring for Sarah who 
was unable to conceive. [EPS] 
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ON ARMED STRUGGLE, ANC, Ecumenical Press 
TUTU CORDIALLY DISAGREE Service 87.03.97 


LUSAKA (Zambia) (Steve Askin) - "I support the ANC but I do not support the 
armed struggle", southern African Anglican Archbishop Desmond Tutu said (here, 
22 March) after talks with African National Congress President Oliver Tambo 
and other ANC leaders. Both sides described the talks as warm and cordial. 

It was Tutu's first meeting as archbishop with the ANC leadership; he had met 
previously as an individual with ANC representatives. 


Arguing that the time has not come for armed struggle, Tutu emphasized his 
understanding that conditions created by apartheid moved the ANC towards 
violence; he said he does not condemn its stance. However, he said 
renunciation of violence by the ANC could put new pressure on the South 
African government to enter negotiations towards the dismantling of 
apartheid. He also renewed past calls for international economic sanctions 
against South Africa as the last hope for ending apartheid peacefully. 


In an interview, ANC chaplain Fumanekile Gqiba, an Anglican, said the ANC 
respects Tutu's non-violence, but reluctantly opted for armed struggle after 
decades of peaceful protest failed. He said Tutu, representing all Anglicans, 
black and white, could not be expected to fully embrace ANC strategy. 


On other matters, Tambo urged Tutu to work for an end to violent clashes 
between the Inkatha movement - a tribally-based group headed by Gatsha 
Buthelezi - and the anti-apartheid United Democratic Front. [EPS] 


ZIMBABWE: EVANGELICALS PROTEST Ecumenical Press 
POLITICAL PROPAGANDA AS RELIGION Service 87.03.98 


HARARE (Steve Askin) - A group of Zimbabwean Evangelicals says they will 
"close the door" to conservative Western missionaries who offer political 
propaganda in the guise of Christianity. Their statement criticized a US 
mission magazine for trying to provoke "conflict between church and the state" 
by portraying itself as "a voice of the church in Zimbabwe" while making false 
charges against the government. 


Leaders of the mainline Zimbabwe Christian Council have long been critical of 
right-wing missionaries from the US, western Europe and South Africa, but the 
letter (made public 18 March) is the first on the subject by representatives 
of groups such missionaries try to relate to. 


Twelve members of the clergy from Baptist, Assemblies of God, Apostolic Faith 
and other denominations were provoked by an article in "World Map Digest" 
portraying a crusade here last year by evangelist Reinhard Bonnke as a 
challenge to communist totalitarianism. The magazine also lauded South 
Africa as the continent's "one prosperous stable democracy". 


Bonnke, a German who often works from South Africa, holds prayer meetings in a 
giant tent - the world's largest according to his publicists. His Zimbabwe 
crusade last year received wide evangelical support, but, said Noah Pashapa, a 
Baptist minister here, many participants were shocked later to find the event 
used as conservative political propaganda. "We don't believe this would have 
appeared in a Christian magazine", he said. "We think it should have appeared 
in some right-wing tabloid." He emphasized the church's right to criticize 
government, but said he doesn't want that role pre-empted by outsiders. 


Zimbabwe President Canaan Banana, a Methodist minister, said missionaries like 
Bonnke seem to be trying "to resuscitate the decadent colonial period." [EPS] 


PNG: Church campaigns against ‘cultural alcoholism’ EPS 87.03.99 
LAE - The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Papua New Guinea has launched an 
extensive campaign to combat "cultural alcholism" in the country. Until the 
country gained its independence from Australia (1967), alcohol consumption was 
prohibited. Once the ban was lifted, drinking became widespread, since 
alcohol was associated with the power, knowledge, and money of the former 
colonial rulers. The consumption of beer in particular has become a strong 
tradition, playing an important part in the exchange of gifts, and putting 
would-be abstainers under intense peer pressure. The church campaign includes 
an alcohol-education project in its three seminaries, where young theologians 
are trained to deal with cultural alcoholism in their future ministries. The 
seminarians also go out to show movies or slides, hold group discussions, and 
distribute papers on the effects of alcoholism. [EPS] 


Creole Bibles for Mauritius/Seychelles EPS 87.03.100 
PORT LOUIS (Mauritius) - With Bible Society, Roman Catholic, Anglican, and 
Reformed (Presbyterian) support, a project has been launched to translate the 
scriptures into the Creole language used in these two Indian Ocean island 
nations. There is currently little official church use of Creole, which is 
spoken by nearly everyone. [EPS] 


US: NCC denies charges of interference in Philippines EPS 87.03.101 
NEW YORK - The 32-denomination [US] National Council of Churches has denied 
claims by the Institute for Religion and Democracy that US church groups, 
particularly the United Methodist Church, are seeking to undermine the 
government of Philippine President Corazon Aquino by supporting communist 
rebels. Responding to the IRD charges, NCC General Secretary Arie Brouwer 
said, "Political distortion under the guise of religion...is a severe threat 
to the freedom of the people of both the Philippines and the United States, as 
well as to the integrity of the church." [EPS] 


Philippines: women religious call for removal of US base EPS 87.03.102 
OLONGAPO CITY - An association of members of Roman Catholic religious orders 
for women in Zambales (AWRIZ) have criticized the Columban Fathers, a group of 
priests, who work in the area of Subic Bay, because, the women say, the 
priests are not concerned about the serious problems caused by the US naval 
base there. The women mention “sexual exploitation of women and children, 
drug addiction of the youth, steady increase of orphaned Amerasian children, 
disintegration of family values ... the moral degradation of our people", and 
call for removal of the base. Among Olongapo's population of 230,000, there 
are about 16,000 prostitutes and 500 night clubs, many of which are owned by 
city politicians. Olongapo is one of the two Philippine towns in which the 
disease Aids has been discovered. The other one is Angeles, situated just 
outside a US air base. [EPS] 


South Korea: unrest over torture death continues EPS 87.03.103 
SEOUL - Following a public outcry against the death of a 21-year-old student 
who was in police custody [EPS 87.03.03], the Christian Broadcast System aired 
a two-hour live programme entitled "Torture Should be Eradicated Once and for 
All". The programme was cut short without explanation. Since public memorial 
services for the student, Park Chong Chol, were curtailed by police, the major 
opposition party and other groups organized a national day of mourning, and 
the National Council of Churches of Korea (NCCK) declared the following Sunday 
as “Anti-Torture Sunday". The student's death was first announced as "due to 
shock", but, under pressure, the government investigated and later announced 
that the death was due to water torture. Opposition groups have demanded an 
independent investigation, charging that the victim's wounds indicated 
electric-shock torture as well. While officials say the case is an isolated 
incident, opposition leaders and dissidents claim that it is "the tip of the 
iceberg". [EPS] 


Middle East: Evangelicals pledge more co-operation EPS 87.03.104 
CAIRO - Meeting here (10-11 March), representatives of the Coptic Evangelical 
Synod of the Nile, and of the National Evangelical Synod of Syria and Lebanon, 
two Reformed denominations, have agreed to strengthen and develop their 
relations. They also affirmed their joint support for the ecumenical 
movement, within the Middle East Council of Churches and in other councils. 
Other joint meetings are anticipated. [EPS] 


US: bishop to head investigation of Methodist university EPS 87.03.105 
DALLAS - Methodist (UMC) Bishop Louis Schowengerdt of Albuquerque (New Mexico) 
is to head a five-bishop panel investigating illegal payments to student 
athletes by Southern Methodist University here. [EPS] 


China: World Council of Churches delegation visits EPS 87.03.106 
BEIJING - A delegation of the Geneva-based World Council of Churches, headed 
by WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro, arrived here (21 March) on the first 
leg of an official visit to China (through 30 March). The group planned talks 
with Chinese church and government representatives, here and in Nanjing and 
Shanghai. The group was invited by the China Christian Council, which groups 
about half of the country's Christian minority. (Chinese Catholics, who cut 
links with the Vatican in the 1950s, have a separate organization. Meetings 
were also scheduled between its representatives and the delegation.) For 
three decades, until the early 1980s, Christians in China were largely cut off 
from international ecumenical contacts. This is the first official visit by a 
WCC general secretary, though Castro's predecessor, Philip Potter, made a 
private visit to China shortly before he retired, in 1984. With Castro on 
this trip were Ruth Sovik, WCC deputy general secretary; Ninan Koshy, director 
of the WCC Commission of the Churches on International Affairs; and Park Kyung 
Seo, WCC secretary for Asia. [EPS] 


Europe: Christian women meet on theology, justice/ peace EPS 87.03.107 
BOLDERN (Ziirich, Switzerland) - Anthropology is to be the theme of the next 
four years' work of the Committee on Theological Reflection of the Ecumenical 
Forum of European Christian Women. Meeting here at the same time (10-14 
March) was the forum's Committee on Justice and Peace, whose four-year work 
plan emphasizes "striving for justice, making peace, living gently with 
creation". Referring to a well known portion of Jesus' teaching, the 
committee opined, "Only if we live according to the Beatitudes can life be 
preserved and creation restored." The theology committee's plans include a 
three-part study, of "what it is to be human", how women and their roles are 
described in church and society, and local church situations. [EPS] 


UN commission supports conscientious objection EPS 87.03.108 
GENEVA - The UN Commission on Human Rights (here, 10 March) passed a 
resolution supporting the right to conscientious objection to military 
service. The resolution was co-sponsored by Austria, Italy, Costa Rica, 
France, Netherlands, Spain, and UK. The resolution asks countries to 
"recognise that conscientious objection to military service" is a "legitimate 
exercise of the right to freedom of thought, conscience, and religion." It 
calls for "alternative service for conscientious objectors" in countries with 
compulsory military service", and asks that conscientious objectors not be 
jailed (gaoled). According to the Quaker UN Office here, "the list of 
countries having or considering legislation to protect conscientious objectors 
continues to grow", but "hundreds of young people are sentenced to prison each 
year because of their principled objection to the taking of human life." 

[EPS] 


Philippines: archbishop issues political catechism for priests EPS 87.03.109 
MANILA - Jaime Cardinal Sin, the Roman Catholic archbishop here, issued [10 
March] a "catechism" limiting the "involvement of priests in political 
activity". Sin's archdiocese includes about half the country's 6000 or so 
Roman Catholic clergy. The catechism came in advance of elections 11 May for 
the country's national legislature. Sin warned that "campaigining for a 
particular party or candidate may give the impression that that particular 
party or candidate is the only choice according to the gospel." Partisan 
politics, he said, is the "special responsibility of lay people", though a 
priest may speak politically "when such an involvement is demanded by his 
mission to evangelize, when such engagement is clearly for the common good or 
the protection of the rights of the church ..., when competent lay people to 
fulfil the role are wanting." Such participation, he added, "must call forth 
and invite the participation of competent lay people" and "the means used must 
be in consonance with the gospel." Sin said his own support last year for 
actions which led to the ouster of former President Ferdinand Marcos fell 
within his guidelines. He also said, reported the Union of Catholic Asian 
News, that he will continue to speak on political matters "from time to time". 
[EPS] 


Asia: Lutherans meet on interfaith dialogue EPS 87.03.110 
SEOUL - About three dozen Asian Lutheran representatives met here to discuss 
dialogue with people of other faiths. Theme of the symposium, organized by 
the Asia Programme for the Advancement of Training and Studies, was "theology 
in dialogue: theology in the context of religious and cultural plurality in 
Asia". [EPS] 


Disciples, Reformed urged to unite EPS 87.03.111 
BIRMINGHAM (England) - The World Alliance of Reformed Churches and the 
Disciples Ecumenical Consultative Council have been urged to encourage local 
and regional unions of Reformed and Disciples where these have not already 
taken place. That is one recommendation of a WARC-DECC consultation (here, 
4-11 March). (In India and the UK, Disciples and Reformed denominations have 
already joined with others to form united churches). The group agreed that 
areas which traditionally have been problematic or divided Disciples and 
Reformed - baptism, the Lord's Supper, ministry - ought not. It also heard 
case studies on Reformed-Disciples relations in Australia, the US, Zaire, and 
the UK. [EPS] 


WCC: consultant arrives for prayer-cycle revision EPS 87.03.112 
GENEVA - The London-based, [Anglican] Church Missionary Society has lent one 
of its staff members, John Carden, to the World Council of Churches to work 
for a year, with his wife Margaret, on the revision of the Ecumenical Prayer 
Cycle. Including prayer suggestions for all countries in the course of a year, 
a completely revised EPC is to be ready by the end of the year. The Cardens 
are also to help develop the WCC Worship Resource Centre, which collects 
material from around the world. Co-editor of the cycle is Hans Georg-Link, a 
former member of the staff of the WCC Commission on Faith and Order. [EPS] 


Romania: chief rabbi denies any restrictions EPS 87.03.113 
BUCHAREST - Moses Rosen, Romania's chief rabbi, has denied reports from 
Hungarian Christian sources [EPS 86.12.03] that Jews (along with ethnic 
Hungarians and ethnic Germans) in Romania face restrictions in Transylvania (a 
portion of Romania). In a message to the World Council of Churches in Geneva 
(16 March), Rosen said he "categorically denies" such charges, and that Jews 
in Romania benefit from "all rights to accomplish their religious, cultural, 
and social mission, without any restriction." He also affirmed that Romanian 
Jews have "permanent links with our fellow Jews in Israel and the entire 
world."' Earlier, Romanian Orthodox Bishop Nifon Ploiesteanul [EPS 87.02.84] 
also rejected the Hungarian assessment. [EPS] 


US:Lutheran bishops OK guidelines on clergy in ‘marital crisis' EPS 87.03.114 
MINNEAPOLIS - The 19 district bishops of the American Lutheran Church have 
issued "guidelines for dealing with marital crisis among clergy", a revision 
of their 1976 guidelines, and an agreed understanding of procedure in such 
situations. Previously, whether a pastor resigned from his or her post in 
case of separation or divorce was left to the bishop's discretion in 
concurrence with the congregation. Now, pastors are instructed to offer their 
resignations when a divorce action is filed. The document includes guidance 
for different degrees of marital distress - normal difficulty, significant 
discord, separation and/or filing for divorce, divorce, singleness, and 
considering a new marriage. At the bishops' meeting, James Nestigen, a 
seminary associate professor of church history, lectured on "forgiveness of 
sins and restoration to office". In summary, he said, 'We may need to say 
with compassion, 'Your sin is forgiven for Jesus' sake, but your behaviour has 
disqualified you for that office.'" [EPS] 


Artists ask pope to stop Sistine Chapel cleaning EPS 87.03.115 
NEW YORK - Fifteen US artists have urged the pope to stop the cleaning of the 
450-year-old frescos by Michelangelo on the ceiling of the Sistine Chapel in 
the Vatican. The artists' letter to the pope says they "fully recognize the 
noble purpose of those who have authorized the restoration ... and the 
extensive research that was undertaken in preparation for the task. We 
respectfully propose a pause ... to allow a thorough analysis of the results 
obtained so far."' Colours in the restored portions are much brighter than 
those which visitors in recent years have known. [EPS] 


SA: church council headquarters attacked EPS 87.03.116 
JOHANNESBURG - Khotso House, headquarters here of the South African Council of 
Churches, was attacked about 3 in the morning of 19 March by two people who 
damaged eight panes of the glass entrance. When spotted by the night 
watchman, they ran to a nearby car and drove off. [EPS] 


FRG: Aids concern alters communion practice EPS 87.03.117 
MUNICH - The opening eucharist at the meeting of the synod of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in Bavaria (29 March) was scheduled to allow those who receive 
the eucharistic elements to receive the wine by dipping a piece of bread into 
it, instead of drinking it from a common Cup. The practice, uncommon here, 
was prompted by "growing, if unjustified, fears" that those drinking from the 
same cup could spread or catch the Aids virus. [EPS] 


Nigeria: Christian council scores "Muslim fanatics’ EPS 87.03.118 
LAGOS - The Christian Council of Nigeria has scored "Muslim fanatics" because 
of their "barbaric desecration and wanton destruction of church buildings, 
together with the incessant, unprovoked, and inquisitorial harassment of 
Christians.'"' The council statement, in the wake of disturbances in the north 
of the country [EPS 87.03.64], says the "fanatics have waxed stronger, and are 
feeling more confident, since Nigeria has been smuggled into" the Organisation 
of the Islamic Conference [EPS 86.03.08]. The council charged that some 
Muslim governors are "cleverly supporting the Muslim fanatics in their 
states", and that the fanatics' goal is to "eradicate Christianity". 
Nevertheless, the council said, "We are sure that our Omnipotent God will 
ultimately and irresistibly crush all the fanatical forces and their 
supporters, who are trying to exterminate his church from Nigeria.'"' However, 
the Triumph, a newspaper owned by the state of Kano, objected to a 
"deliberately orchestrated campaign to malign, to intimidate, to distort, and 
to castigate Muslim Nigerians." It also said that "mosques were burnt, and 
innocent Muslims brutally murdered, maimed, and their properties pillaged and 


destroyed." [EPS] 


WCC welcomes Kirchentag decision on SA-related banks EPS 87.03.119 
GENEVA - In a message to Christian Krause, general secretary of the 
organization responsible for the every-two-years Evangelical Kirchentag 
(assembly of Christians) in the FRG (West Germany), Jean Sindab, executive 
secretary of the Programme to Combat Racism of the World Council of Churches, 
has praised the Kirchentag's decision to end its relationship with Deutsche 
Bank, which Sindab describes as “one of the strongest financial supporters of 
apartheid in South Africa." West Germany, she said, is “lagging far behind 
the world momentum for sanctions against South Africa. We hope that your 
action will serve as an example, and encourage Christians, parishes, and 
churches in your country to take similar strong steps to signal their 
opposition to apartheid." [EPS] 


Kenya: Pastor transferred after sermon displeases president EPS 87.03.120 
NAIROBI - Timothy Njoya, a minister at St Andrew's, a prominent congregation 
here of the Presbyterian Church of East Africa, has been transferred to a 
rural parish in Nyeri, about 100 kilometres north of here, effective next 
month. In a sermon last October, Njoya urged the government to invite to a 
meeting all dissidents, malcontents, critics, fugitives, and anyone else with 
a grievance or complaint, to say what they think. Copies of the sermon were 
given to the congregation. Subsequently, Kenyan President Daniel arap Moi 
observed that "a certain church" was distributing "subversive literature". 
PCEA Moderator George Wanjau called Njoya's transfer "normal". [EPS] 


Middle East: WCC general secretary plans visit EPS 87.03.121 
GENEVA - General Secretary Emilio Castro of the World Council of Churches 
plans a two-part visit to the Middle East in May and June. Castro and other 
current and former members of the WCC staff are to visit Syria (beginning 7 
May), Lebanon (10 May), Cyprus (13 May), Jordan (14 May), Israel and Jerusalem 
(17 May). Castro then returns to WCC headquarters here 20 May. The visit to 
Egypt takes place 3-8 June. With Castro on portions of the trip will be Ninan 
Koshy, WCC director for international affairs; Ion Bria, WCC director for 
renewal and congregational life, and moderator of its Orthodox staff task 
force; Ghassan Rubeiz, WCC secretary for the Middle East; and Marie Assaad, an 
Egyptian who retired last year as one of three WCC deputy general secretaries. 
The visit is the first by a WCC general secretary to the region since the late 
Eugene Carson Blake made a trip two decades ago. Rubeiz said a main purpose 
of the visit is to “express solidarity with the local people and their 
churches. The ecumenical team", he added, "hopes to bring fresh messages to 
the ecumenical family about Christian witness in a region which has more than 
its share of sufferings." [EPS] 


France/FRG: Protestants hold annual meeting EPS 87.03.122 
STRASBOURG (France) - The annual meeting between representatives of the 
Protestant Federation of France and the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD, 
which groups Lutheran, United, and Reformed Landeskirchen (regional churches) 
in West Germany (FRG) and West Berlin) took place here (11-12 March). Besides 
a discussion of major social issues in the two countries, participants 
discussed ecumenical developments, including recent agreements in the FRG 
between the EKD and the Old Catholic diocese, and proposals in France to form 
a council of churches. Greater co-operation between the federation and the 
EKD for parishes for ex-patriates in Berlin, Copenhagen, and Luxembourg was 
agreed. [EPS] 


US/Canada: several RC dioceses deny facilities to homosexuals EPS 87.03.123 
NEW YORK - Several Roman Catholic dioceses in the US and Canada have announced 
that local chapters of Dignity, an unofficial Roman Catholic organization for 
homosexuals, may no longer meet in church buildings in the dioceses. The 
dioceses' announcements follow a Vatican document warning that the church must 
not condone homosexual practice. [EPS] 


Europe: ecumenical leaders meet EPS 87.03.124 
CENEVA - The first meeting of the eight-member presidium and of the 
consultative committee of the Conference of European Churches (CEC) elected at 
the CEC assembly last September, took place near CEC headquarters here (25-31 
March). Besides choosing a president and vice-president, the 35 participants 
were to discuss an ecumenical European meeting projected for the end of next 
year on peace and justice, and also to consider future CEC work on human 
rights. [EPS] 


Nicaragua: Baptists say contras destroyed a medical dispensary EPS 87.03.125 
MANAGUA - A Baptist-related medical dispensary in the province of Matagalpa, 
in the north of Nicaragua, was destroyed last month. Church representatives 
say the facility, one of 22 run by an arm of the Baptist Convention, was 
destroyed by contras, forces fighting the Nicaraguan government. The group 
also kidnapped José Luis Escorcia, a rural-development worker with the 
ecumenical organization Cepad, but he escaped two hours later. [EPS] 


US: new UCC worship book includes recognition of divorce EPS 87.03.126 
NEW YORK - The New Book of Worship of the United Church of Christ includes a 
much-publicized service for the "recognition of the end of a marriage". 
Penitential in nature, the service "acknowledges that a divorce has occurred, 
and that two human beings are seeking in earnest to reorder their lives ina 
wholesome, redemptive way", according to Dorothy Robinson, a UCC regional 
associate who was part of the group who prepared the book. It also makes use 
of what it describes as "the rich feminine imagery for God and God's people 
[found] in Scripture". Reuben Sheares, executive director of the UCC Office 
for Church Life and Leadership, said "the inclusive language was used to 
eliminate barriers to worship, to help all members of the church community 
draw even closer together in celebrating their faith."' Robinson noted that 
the book also tries to be sensitive to such issues as disabilities and racism. 
[EPS] 


SA: church leader detained eight months not to be prosecuted EPS 87.03.127 
JOHANNESBURG - The attorney general of the South African province of Transvaal 
says he has “declined to prosecute" Francois Bill, moderator of the 
Evangelical Presbyterian Church of South Africa, and general secretary of the 
Alliance of Black Reformed Christians in South Africa. Bill has been in 
detention for eight months, notwithstanding repeated appeals for his release. 
[EPS] 


Switzerland: RC auxiliary bishop to live in Geneva EPS 87.03.128 
CENEVA - In 1984, when the Roman Catholic church announced a proposal to base 
a Roman Catholic diocese here, the centre of John Calvin's reform of the 
church in the 16th century, there was strong negative reaction in some 
segments of the National Protestant [Reformed] Church of Geneva. (In 
Switzerland, changes of diocesan boundaries also require government 

approval.) With that proposal in suspense, it has been announced that the new 
(second) auxiliary bishop for the diocese that currently includes Geneva is to 
live here. That announcement has also brought negative reaction from some. 
[EPS] 


US: RC educators criticize papal envoy's stand on education EPS 87.03.129 
NEW YORK - Religious News Service reports that Pio Laghi, the ambassador who 
is the pope's ambassador to the US has "come under sharp attack by several 
Catholic educators for raising the possibility" last month that church 
colleges might have to give up government funding to retain their 
"Catholicity". Among those quoted by RNS was Thomas Fitzgerald, president of 
St Louis University. He said Laghi's "lack of pastoral sensitivity is 
shocking", and that his comments "reveal a gross failure to understand higher 
education in America". [EPS] 


WCC denial on information about South African torture EPS 87.03.130 
GENEVA - Following charges by government sources and in newspapers in South 
Africa that Audrey Coleman, of the Detainees Parent Support Committee, is the 
source of quotations about the torture of two young people, World Council of 
Churches General Secretary Emilio Castro said (20 March) Coleman is "not the 
source" of the information, included in a fact sheet prepared for members of 
the WCC Central Committee last January. Moreover, Castro said, "the issue is 
not who is the source of the WCC report. The issue is that children are being 
tortured." He said South Africa should be investigating the reported torture, 
"rather than trying to ferret out the sources of information about it." [EPS] 


Ecuador: ecumenical committee responding to earthquake EPS 87.03.131 
QUITO - A seven-organization Ecumenical Committee for Emergencies has been 
revived here to respond to the earthquake here at the beginning of the month, 
According to a report (17 March) from CICARWS, the inter-church aid commission 
of the World Council of Churches, at least 26,000 people need assistance, with 
95,000 affected to some extent in the five affected provinces. The committee 
is concentrating on both immediate relief and reconstruction. CICARWS has 
appealed for 110,000 US dollars to help the committee. [EPS] 


US: administration says attacks increase on Ukrainian Catholics EPS 87.03.132 
WASHINGTON - The US state department (foreign-affairs ministry) says the 
Soviet Union is stepping up attacks on an underground network of Eastern 
Catholic clergy and institutions in the Ukraine, one of the country's 
republics. In 1596, while maintaining Eastern liturgical and other customs, 
some Eastern Orthodox in the Ukraine entered into full communion with Rome. 
In 1946, the union with Rome was officially terminated. The US report calls 
Eastern Catholicism in the Ukraine "the strongest and most representative 
exponent of cultural and spiritual ties with the West", and says that in the 
Soviet Union's "deliberate attack on religion, no institution has suffered 
more than the Ukrainian Catholic Church." [EPS] 


US: RC bishops allow women in foot-washing ceremony EPS 87.03.133 
PITTSBURGH - A committee of US Roman Catholic bishops has decided women may be 
among those who have their feet washed in ceremonies in Roman Catholic 
parishes on Maundy Thursday, which recalls Jesus’ last meal with his 
followers. Last year, Anthony Bevilacqua, the Roman Catholic bishop here, 
said women could not take part in the rite, on grounds that the Latin 
directions for the rite refer to men (not people), and that Jesus' apostles 
were all men. Bevilacqua's decision caused controversy. The bishops’ 
committee said the rite can be understood as emphasizing that "all members of 
the church must serve one another."" Its decision is subject to review by the 
Vatican. [EPS] 


Scholars conclude there was no Jewish trial of Jesus EPS 87.03.134 
SALEM (Oregon/US) - At its fifth session (here, 25-27 February), the Jesus 
Seminar, an organization of about 250 scholars in religion and New Testament 
studies, the 40-or-so seminar members present concluded "there was no Jewish 
trial of Jesus before his execution by Roman authority, and the Jewish crowd 
did not participate in his condemnation." The group also concluded that 
Jesus' words on the cross, asking why God had forsaken him, and asking 
forgiveness for his persecutors, were probably not spoken by him. [EPS] 


USSR: Permission granted to import commentary, print Bible EPS 87.03.135 
MOSCOW - The Soviet Union has okayed importation of 5000, 15-volume sets of a 
Russian translation of the Bible commentary by William Barclay. The project 
is a joint effort of the Baptist World Alliance, Mennonite Central Committee, 
and All Union Council of Evangelical Christians - Baptists. A Baptist report 
calls the approval "without precedent", and "the latest development in a 
campaign for openness ("glasnost")" in the Soviet Union. Also approved was 
the printing of 100,000 Bibles by the Russian Orthodox Church in 1987. [EPS] 


———————l Toa 


SA: Farisani goes to centre for torture victims in US EPS 87.03.136 
JOHANNESBURG - Following a government order confining him within South Africa 
to the nominally-independent black "homeland" of Venda, T. Simon Farisanl, a 
Lutheran pastor and regional dean, has gone to the US for treatment at a 
centre for torture victims. Farisani was released 30 January [EPS 87.02.74] 
after two months of detention and intense interrogation which harmed his 
health. He stressed that he has "not gone into exile". [EPS] 


SA: Five nominated to succeed Beyers Naudé at ecumenical councilEPS 87 .03.137 
JOHANNESBURG - Five people have been nominated to succeed the retiring’ C.F. 
Beyers Naudé as general secretary of the South African Council of Churches. A 
decision on a successer is expected at the SACC general conference in late 
June. The five are Frank Chikane, a member of the Apostolic Faith Mission 
(which some consider a sect) and director of the Institute of Contextual 
Theology; T. Simon Farisani, a Lutheran regional dean; Sol Jacob, a Methodist 
and director of the SACC refugee committee; Smangaliso Mkwatsha, general 
secretary of the conference of Roman Catholic bishops in southern Africa; and 
Nico Smith, who chairs the Pretoria Council of Churches. All are ordained; 
all but Smith are black and have been detained by the government. (Smith is a 
minister in a black Reformed denomination.) A sixth person, Walter Makulu, a 
South African who is archbishop of the [Anglican] Church of the Province of 
Central Africa, declined nomination. All five nominees played major roles in 
drafting the "Kairos Document", an assessment of the current situation in the 
country which sharply criticizes the many church officials for being 
insufficiently vigorous in opposition to apartheid in the country. [EPS] 


Europe: Lutherans, Reformed, United review Leuenberg accord EPS 87.03.138 
STRASBOURG - Theologians met here (18-24 March) to review the Leuenberg 
Agreement, sent to United, Reformed, and Lutheran denominations in Europe in 
March 1973, and subsequently widely endorsed by them. The agreement 
establishes full comunion (church fellowship) among them. [EPS] 


Romania: international meeting on Bible work EPS 87.03.139 
BUCHAREST - A delegation led by Hans Florin, head of the London-based Europe 
and Middle East Regional Centre of the United Bible Societies, visited Romania 
last month to consider new approaches to Bible work in the country. The 
delegation met with Eastern Orthodox, Lutheran, Reformed, and Baptist 
representatives. Among other things, it was agreed that UBS will support 
printing by the Orthodox of a jubilee edition of the Romanian Bible of 1668 
(which Romanian Orthodox Patriarch Teoctist said would be the cultural event 
of 1988 in Romania). UBS is to provide paper for printing Bibles in Romanian 
for the Baptists, and to support the importation of Bibles in German (5000 
copies) for the Lutherans, and in Hungarian (19,000 copies) for the Reformed. 
A plan to reprint 10,000 copies of a Romanian Bible for ecumenical use was 
also discussed, as were proposals for a modern, ecumenical translation into 
Romanian, and an edition in Braille. [EPS] 


RC-Lutheran dialogue group reports progress EPS 87.03.140 
WIESBADEN-NAUROD (FRG) - The international Lutheran-Roman Catholic dialogue 
reported continued progress following the second session of their third phase 
of meetings (here, 15-21 February). In this phase, the group is concentrating 
on justification, the Christian teaching about how people are righteous in 
God's sight. The group had before it the draft of a statement, “ascertaining 
the wide-ranging agreement on justification", prepared by a subcommittee last 
September. Commented Eugene Brand, secretary for interconfessional dialogue 
at the Lutheran World Federation in Geneva, "Lutherans and Catholics have 
arrived at a broad consensus on the meaning of justification as it has been 
classically expressed. What remains to be tested is how that fundamental 
concept, expressed in contemporary terms, applies to concrete ecclesiological 
issues under discussion." [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/John Carter: 'SA homelands and ecumenism’ EPS 87.03.141 


Carter, a bishop, is liaison officer of the [Anglican] Church of the Province 
of Southern Africa. 


The South African Government's policy - divide and rule - has resulted in the 
establishment of black 'homelands'. These ethnic enclaves would be better 
described as 'away-lands', since they have served as the rural dumping grounds 
for thousands of urban blacks. They have caused much suffering. And they 
are distorting the life of the church, both denominational and ecumenical. 


One result of this balkanisation is that regional councils of churches tend to 
adopt an ethos or ideology conditioned by the regional political pattern. ... 
This situation affects the relationships of the South African Council of 
Churches with regional councils throughout the country. The SACC recently 
decided to appoint a liaison officer to improve its contact with the 20 
existing regional councils and the four now in process of formation. 


The big question is whether the SACC itself is going to change from being a 
council of churches to being a council of councils .... Some regional 
councils appear to want this; most member churches would oppose Ait. 


The churches are nationwide, and often more extensive than that. They hold 
together in their membership adherents of all political parties and 
persuasions, and seek to minister to all. They are bound to experience 
enormous tensions, yet they should still be able to mediate between those who 
disagree. If the churches cannot do it, who can? Would the regional 
councils, with their marked ideological disparity, be in a better position? 


Just to make things more difficult, the constitution of the SACC is due to 
change ... [this year. Now,] regional councils are members of the SACC in 
their own right, as are the churches. In the proposed new constitution, only 
churches are full members, while all regional councils together have a right 
to elect 20 representatives to the national conference. ... [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/H.B. Uzgare: ‘India as a Secular Society' EPS 87.03.142 


Uzgare is honorary editor of the North India Churchman, the monthly of the 
[United] Church of North India, from whose March issue this is excerpted. 


... There are about 85 percent Hindus in our country. .-- [The others include] 
about 1l percent Muslims, 2.8 percent Christians and 1.2 percent ... Parsees, 
Sikhs, Jains, Buddhists and the rest. ... It is but natural that ... the Hindu 
culture is predominant. This is why even though the state has not accepted 
any official religion as a state religion, one finds the performance of Hindu 
rites as a routine matter at many state functions. 


Even on the All India Radio, ... religious songs which are presented at the 
beginning of each day are all of Hindu religion. No religious minority is 
reported to have complained against this preponderance of Hindu religion in 
our media. One can only say that if the country really believes in : 
secularism, ... religious songs and hymns of all religions should be broadcast 
through these media, for better national integration. ... 


[Also,] it should ... be our endeavour to use the fundamental rights granted 
under Article 30 [of the Indian constitution] in such a manner that our 
educational institutions once again become pioneering institutions in various 
branches of education as per the need of the changing times, preserving at the 
same time their Christian culture. [EPS] 


— Ms Me a 
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SHO Pet Atlee (54/12) 


In EPS 87.03.42, change the last words of the second line of the second 
paragraph from ‘an association’ to 'a district committee’. Also, change the 
word ‘Association’ to 'District' in the first line of the sixth paragraph. 


The Middle East Council of Churches and the Ecumenical Commission of the 
Assembly of Catholic Patriarchs and Bishops in Lebanon are now joint 
publishers of the French-language periodical (three times a year) Courrier 
Oecuménique du Moyen Orient. More information is available from MECC, Box 
5376, Beirut. 


Worldwide Photos (Box Al62, Sydney 2000), an Australian religion news 
service, announces it can now be reached by facsimile, at a special Sydney 
number: 261-4650. 


Situation reports on Kampuchea (no. 49, 23 March), the earthquake in 
Ecuador (no. 1, 23 March), and earthquake rehabilitation in Argentina (no. 
2, 24 March), are available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


In EPS 87.03.34, delete the phrase, "For the first time". (The first joint 
calendar was in 1980.) 


Photo Oikoumene, the WCC photo catalogue, is available to those who request 
it: WCC/Visual Arts, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. Also available are photos 
which may be used with EPS stories. 


EPS deadlines are on Mondays at 7h00 GMT. EPS headlines can be telexed 

to you. We pay for that. You can then ask for texts of items you want. You 
pay for that. EPS printing: this issue, 30 March; next issue, 7 April. 

EPS appears about 40 times a year. 


The following may be used as background paragraphs about the WCC: 


There is a Joint Working Group between the World Council of Churches and its 
largest non-member, the Roman Catholic Church. There are Vatican~-appointed 
members of the WCC Commission on Faith and Order. Two other major non-members 
- the Salvation Army and General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists - also 
relate to some WCC activities. 


About 300 people are employed at WCC headquarters in Geneva. Located there 
are its 14 programme sub-units: Faith and Order; World Mission and Evangelism; 
Dialogue with People of Living Faiths; Church and Society; Inter-Church Aid, 
Refugee, and World Service; Programme to Combat Racism; Christian Medical 
Commission; International Affairs; Churches' Participation in Development; 
Renewal and Congregational Life; Youth; Women; Theological Education; and 
Education. 


Besides the first assembly, in Amsterdam in 1948, other WCC assemblies took 
place in 1954 (Evanston, near Chicago), 1961 (New Delhi), 1968 (Uppsala, 
Sweden), 1975 (Nairobi), and 1983 (Vancouver). The next assembly is scheduled 
for February 1991 in Canberra (Australia). 


Currently, the WCC has seven presidents and four officers (moderator, two vice 
moderators, general secretary). They are part of the 158-member Central 
Committee, which meets every 12-18 months to govern the WCC between assemblies 


The officers, presidents, and other Central Committee members make up a 
27-member Executive Committee, which meets about twice a year. 


ECUMENICAL/EVANGELICAL Ecumenical Press 
EVANGELISM STUDY ASKED Service 87.04.01 


STUTTGART (FRG) (Marlin VanElderen) - A 5000-word statement on evangelism, and 
a proposal for joint ecumenical/evangelical study of evangelism issues emerged 
from a consultation here (23-27 March), sponsored by the Commission on World 
Mission and Evangelism (CWME) of the World Council of Churches. 


It was the first in a series of events to prepare for the 1989 WCC World 
Conference on Mission and Evangelism in San Antonio (Texas/US). The 40 
participants included mission scholars and evangelism staff from several 
churches and interchurch organizations. Many present - some from WCC member 
churches, some not - identify themselves as "evangelicals". 


(The term "evangelical" - in some parts of the world a virtual synonym for 
"Protestant" - is also used for people, movements, and organizations stressing 
personal conversion, a high view of the Bible, a calling to a personal life of 
holiness, and a passion for world evangelization. Though the word is sometimes 
used as a contrast to "ecumenical", many WCC churches include people who 
accept the designation for themselves, and most "evangelical" organizations 
include people from a variety of church affiliations.) 


Those invited here took part as individuals, not as representatives; still, 
several said the high percentage of self-described "evangelicals" among them 
was significant, and probably unprecedented for a WCC meeting. 


After two opening papers, participants broke into small groups to clarify 
differences of conviction, opinion and emphasis on evangelism. While all 
agreed that (in the words of the evangelical "Lausanne Covenant") "evangelism 
and socio-political involvement are both part of our Christian duty", several 
participants suggested that the WCC is not adequately concerned with 
"intentional" evangelism, although its 1982 document, Mission and Evangelism: 
An Ecumenical Affirmation, says that "the proclamation of the gospel includes 
an invitation to recognize and accept in a personal decision the saving 
Lordship of Christ". A second major area of concern was WCC involvement in 
interfaith dialogue, which some saw as not doing justice to this affirmation. 


Kwame Bediako, general secretary of the Africa Theological Fraternity, 
suggested the Lausanne Committee for World Evangelization (LCWE), formed after 
an international evangelical congress in 1974, has failed to live up to its 
own insight that "mission has to do not with triumphalism, but with travail 
...3 it is the expending of life itself, for the sake of more life and for the 
overthrow of sin, evil and death in every manifestation of these". 


Since the 1980 evangelical conference on mission (Pattaya, Thailand), Bediako 
said, the sociological concept of evangelizing "unreached peoples", developed 
by US mission scholar Donald McGavran, has obscured and undercut the Lausanne 
movement's sensitivity to "complexities in the interrelationship of the gospel 
and culture, including the importance of learning to be self-critical about 
the value-systems and biases of one's own cultural background." 


Several participants presented case studies of evangelism in their cultures: a 
Baptist church working in shantytowns around Buenos Aires; London's East End, 
in the shadow of one of the world's most powerful financial centres, where 
years of poverty and unemployment have alienated most people from mainline 
churches; secularized Sweden, where nearly all of the population belongs to 
the Lutheran state church but only half the adults said in a recent survey 
that they believe in God; and Korea, where the rapid growth of Christian 
churches (as much as a quarter of the population) is unique in Asia. [over] 


evangelism/2 


A suggestion heard often was that the WCC organize more programmes in 
evangelism, especially to identify models of authentic local evangelism and 
make available resources, including money, to train evangelists. 


A statement from the group acknowledged but did not elaborate on specific 
differences between "evangelicals" and the WCC. It focused rather on what it 
described as common convictions about evangelism and its relation to local 
Christian communities, church renewal, church unity, para-church 
organizations, and people of other faiths. 


The statement says radio and tv "have contributed greatly to the spread of the 
gospel in many cases" but adds "grave reservations" about media evangelism 
that does not relate to local Christian communities. Noting that "a ‘silent’ 
Christian life-style is, in itself, profoundly evangelistic", it adds that 
"even a radiant and sacrificial life-style ... is not in itself sufficiently 
explicit. We should always be prepared ~- under the guidance of the Holy Spirit 
- 'to give an account of the hope that is within us'." It also warns against 
"every effort to drive a wedge between" evangelism and justice concerns. 


It sees a threat to church unity and evangelistic effectiveness in "the 
activities of groups undertaking direct evangelism towards persons who have a 
traditional relationship [to churches] which have been present for a long 
time". It adds that "some of these churches appear defensive about ‘their’ 
nominal members, but unable or perhaps even uninterested in active evangelism 
towards them." While valuing evangelism by para-church agencies "when they 
act after consultation, and in conjunction with the churches and communities 
of Christ's people in local areas", the statement also hears "cries of pain" 
from areas where “outside agencies, driven by the ardour of their convictions, 
have acted - in the opinion of some local churches - without consultation, to 
the detriment of the work and vision of these churches." 


Calling for respect and sensitivity in the encounter with people of other 
faiths, the statement "joyfully recognizes a knowledge of God, a sense of the 
transcendent, among many human communities including many faith-communities. 
At the same time, it needs to be pointed out that humankind's knowledge of God 
is vitiated by sin and God's gracious revelation in Christ is needed to call 
us all back to an authentic vision of God." 


The invitation to make a personal decision accepting the saving Lordship of 
Christ may, in the words of the statement, be seen "as a fulfilment of the 
aspirations of humankind" or "as a making explicit of an implicit knowledge" 
or as "bringing assurance and certainty of salvation to all those who, without 
prior explicit knowledge of Jesus Christ, the only Saviour and Lord, have 
nevertheless realized their own inadequacy and sin and have thrown themselves 
on the mercy of God." It cautions against using interfaith dialogue "for cheap 
proselytism", but adds that "it can be a medium of authentic witness". 


In a separate proposal, participants urge the WCC, LCWE and World Evangelical 
Fellowship to select and publish concrete "models for evangelism" which are 
"ideal illustrations of biblically faithful and culturally contextualized 
evangelism". They also urge "further common explorations" by the three of 
"unresolved issues related to the mission of the church", such as authentic 
witness and proselytism, biblical foundations for Christian work for justice, 
peace and the integrity of creation, witness in secular societies, and the 
relationship between interfaith dialogue and witness. The proposal suggests 
development of a special “Evangelism Fund", for designated money for WCC 
evangelism programmes, and it calld on “all evangelicals to expand and develop 
new programmes in the area of social responsibility." [EPS] 


1000TH ANNIVERSARY IN USSR Ecumenical Press 
PROMPTS US CHURCH INTEREST Service 87.04.02 


NEW YORK (Tracy Early) - Next year's commemoration of 1000 years since the 
coming of Christianity to an area which is now part of the Ukraine, a republic 
of the USSR, is arousing widespread interest in the US. 


"Peoples and Churches of the USSR" will be a 1987-88 mission study theme in 
many churches. And more groups of church members than usual will be visiting 
the Soviet Union during the anniversary year. 


Michael G. Roshak, a deacon of the Orthodox Church in America, is playing a 
key role in co-ordination of this US response to the observance. Formerly a 
staff member at the OCA's St Vladimir's Seminary, near here, he came to the 
National Council of Churches last year in a move that was doubly pioneering. 


Although the council has previously employed Orthodox for consultative and 
lower-ranking jobs, as far as anyone knows, Roshak is the first to get a 
regular, executive-level post. He was given the Europe portfolio, a new 
position. 


For a time, Europe was attached, and in effect much subordinated to, the 
Middle East desk, and later it had been somewhat loosely handled ad hoc by 
heads of the Division of Overseas Ministries (DOM). 


William Norgren, the priest who is ecumenical officer of the [Anglican] 
Episcopal Church, chairs the committee overseeing the Europe office. He says 
employing a full-time staff person for it has given more substance to the 
concept of mission on six continents, placing the office on a level with those 
for other regions. The NCC will now be able to enter into a more extensive 
program with the European churches, he says. 


Although the NCC has had Orthodox members from its earliest years, its staff 
have sometimes tended to think of themselves only as agents of a Protestant 
organization. Roshak said in an interview that through such means as helping 
leading worship events, he is making the Orthodox presence better known. He 
said he also hopes to encourage greater participation by Orthodox in NCC 
programs. 


Born in the US, Roshak has Polish Catholic ancestry on his father's side, and 
Carpatho-Russian Orthodox on his mother's. He has a strong personal interest 
in the Soviet Union, and has visited there often, once for a year of study at 
the Leningrad Theological Academy. 


Formally, Roshak's office is called "Europe/USSR". The NCC governing board 
long had a committee on relations with the church in the Soviet Union, and in 
1983 that group set up an office to facilitate exchange visits and seminar 
tours. 


The office co-ordinating tours, Roshak said, now is a "service arm" of his 
office. It has been planning for a United Methodist group visiting the Soviet 
Union in May to prepare for the mission study emphasis, and a July visit of 50 
people training to be tour leaders in 1988. At least 1000 Americans will go 
in groups led by the latter, Roshak said. 


Meanwhile, he thinks about development of the NcC's first policy statement on 
the Soviet Union, while giving attention to other European areas as well. 
Current priorities include Ireland, the GDR (East Germany), and Poland. A 
former NCC presence in Berlin (GDR) is being re-established by Steven and 
Gratia Johns-Boehme - she, a Methodist, he, a Disciple. [EPS] 


CANADA: CHURCH REPS ACTIVE Ecumenical Press 
ON REFUGEES, DEATH PENALTY Service 87.04.03 


TORONTO (Bob Bettson) - Canadian church people are taking the lead in a 
campaign against new government regulations aimed at stemming the flow of 
refugees into Canada. 


More than 6000 refugees entered Canada during the first six weeks of 1987. 
Most are from El Salvador, Chile and Guatemala. Many have been living 
illegally in the US, where authorities recently began a crackdown on employers 
hiring illegal aliens. 


The new Canadian regulations scrap a list of 18 countries, including Guatemala 
and El Salvador, which Canada will not deport refugee claimants to. The 
government has also closed the US border to refugees, who will now have to 
wait in the US until a hearing can be set. Transit visas will now be 
required for visitors from 98 countries travelling through Canada to another 
country. 


The Inter-Church Committee for Refugees (ICCR), which includes all of Canada's 
major denominations, accused the government of "turning its back on the 
humanitarian tradition of the Canadian people." That tradition was recently 
recognized when the people of Canada were awarded the Nansen medal for their 
response to refugees. 


The ICCR statement says the new government policy is "unconscionable" because 
it puts people at risk "by sending them back to countries as unsafe as the 
United States, a country which has been internationally criticized for 
forcibly returning 400 Salvadoreans a month." 


Representatives of the churches and refugee organizations are considering a 
legal challenge to the new government policy. There is also talk of setting 
up a sanctuary movement, similar to the one in the US, to provide shelter for 
illegal refugees in Canadian churches. 


Nancy Pocock, coordinator of the Quaker Committee for Refugees, called the 
government action a "black mark on Canada's humanitarian conscience. ... Some 
of these refugees are fleeing for their lives. If they are returned to their 
countries they are going to be imprisoned, tortured or killed." 


On another social issue, attempts to bring back the death penalty in Canada 
are meeting with strong opposition from a coalition of church and justice 
groups. Recently, the government announced plans for a parliamentary vote on 
restoring capital punishment, which was abolished in 1976. No one has been 
executed in Canada since 1962. 


The Church Council on Justice and Corrections, which includes members of the 
Canadian Council of Churches, has joined with the Coalition Against the Return 
of the Death Penalty in an effort to persuade Canadians that capital 
punishment is not the answer to their fears. 


Public opinion polls show more than 70 percent of Canadians support the return 
of the death penalty. But the church council argues that the sentiment is an 
emotional response, an effort to "make somebody pay". It points out "the 
message of the Bible is one of redemption and forgiveness, not vengeance." 


The council cites such problems as unemployment, the ecological crisis, the 
nuclear arms race and terrorism as part of a world situation which makes 
people feel powerless. "Some Canadians feel threatened and vulnerable to 
violent crime, which they perceive to be out of control." [EPS] 


ZIMBABWE: END RACE-SEPARATE GROUPS Ecumenical Press 
IN CHURCH, PRESIDENT'S WIFE URGES Service 87.04.04 


BULAWAYO (Judith Myrick) - The wife of Zimbabwe's president has deplored the 
existence of two racially-distinct women's groups within Zimbabwe Methodism. 
Speaking at the annual conference of the Methodist Church Women's Association 
(here, mid-March), Janet Banana observed that there are two women's groups 
(the white-oriented Women's Association and the black-oriented group known as 
Ruwadzano (in Shona) or Manyano (in Ndebele) which "belong to the same church, 
purport to worship the same God, and claim to be living and operating by 
Christian standards."" (Banana and her husband, Canaan, are themselves 
Methodists. He is also an ordained minister.) 

Banana said that despite the government's call for racial interaction, "we 
have remained mini-apartheids, forestalling real change by ill-founded 
piety." She urged the 50 conference delegates to become "that tremendous 
force to engineer the wedding of our two associations." 


However, according to Barbara Lawrence, incoming national president of the 
association, contact between the two cultures is very difficult. In a post- 
conference interview, Lawrence noted that Banana had a similar message for the 
black women's conference earlier this year. "It must come from both sides, 
and most likely it won't happen overnight", she said. "But certainly it will 
be looked into." 


She added that although Methodist women are "united in Christ", they enjoy 
expressing that faith in different ways and languages. Different languages 
are one problem, she said. Also, "most African women prefer to meet during 
the daytime while many of us meet in the evening. So far it has been easiest 
for the professional women [of both races] to do things together". [EPS] 


GREECE: ROW CONTINUES Ecumenical Press 
OVER CHURCH LANDS PLAN Service 87.04.05 


ATHENS - The bishops of the [Eastern Orthodox] Church of Greece led a special 
service here on the country's national day to protest government proposals to 
turn some church land over to peasants, and to give the state more power in 
church affairs [EPS 87.03.93]. Outside the church building, church 
supporters, shouting "hands off our church", "this is not Albania" (a 
reference to Greece's neighbour, where religion is illegal), and "shame, 
shame", chased police apparently trying to unplug a loudspeaker system. 


The bishops boycotted the traditional Independence Day service at the Eastern 
Orthodox cathedral here, commemorating the beginning in 1821 of the revolt 
against Turkish rule. With a congregation including the prime minister and 
cabinet members, the cathedral service was led by a priest. Normally, 
Seraphim, the archbishop here, and first bishop of the Church of Greece, to 
which most Greeks belong, would have presided. 


The bishops' service was led by the three newest hierarchs. Upwards of 10,000 
people jammed inside the large parish church, or stood outside. As the 
bishops left, crowds chanted, "We are behind you. You are worthy", and sang 
the Greek national anthem. The next day, 1000 black-robed priests led 
thousands in a protest march to parliament. Some protesters carried icons, 
crosses, or Greek flags. The priests chanted a centuries-old hymn, "To the 
Most Powerful Virgin Mary", used when Constantinople was under siege. 


Defending the proposals, Education and Religion Minister Antonis Tritsis said 
the church property is unproductive and poorly managed. He said a state 
takeover would "free the church to carry out its spiritual work." [EPS] 


Kenya: ecumenical council plans communications centre EPS 87.04.06 
NAIROBI - The National Council of Churches of Kenya is planning to build a 
media centre here. It is expected to cost about 2 million US dollars. [EPS] 


Vatican bank controversy continues EPS 87.04.07 
MILAN - Magistrates here have issued arrest warrants for Paul Marcinkus, the 


archbishop who heads the Institute for Works of Religion (IOR), the Vatican bank. 


The IOR owned part of the failed Banco Ambrosiano. The warrants say Marcinkus 
and two other Vatican bank executives are accessories to fraudulent bankruptcy. 
The three cannot be arrested if they stay in the Vatican. [EPS] 


Malawi: ecumenical group in child-spacing campaign EPS 87.04.08 
BLANTYRE - The Christian Services Committee of Churches has joined a child- 
spacing campaign being carried out by the government and other voluntary 
organizations. [EPS] 


Christian Peace Conference endorses Gorbachev missile proposal EPS 87.04.09 
PRAGUE - In a statement here last month, the Christian Peace Conference said 
proposals by Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev to eliminate medium-range missiles 
from Europe proves the Soviet Union is making every effort to preserve the 
earth for future generations. [EPS] 


Bishop says group attacking whole United Methodist Church EPS 87.04.10 
PITTSBURGH - James Ault, the United Methodist (UM) bishop here, says recent 
statements and proposals by the unofficial United Methodist evangelical caucus, 
Good News (GN), are an attack on the entire denomination. Ault is president of 
the UM General Board of Global Ministries, an area of particular GN 
dissatisfaction. Earlier, the GN directors made four statements critical of 
"mounting signs of unfaithfulness" to biblical Christianity in the 
denomination, including an expression of "no confidence" in the leadership of 
the ministries board. Another UM bishop, Joseph Yeakel, said GN proposals 

that congregations withhold financial backing for UM programmes as a form of 
dissent, are “eroding one of our most important covenants", by moving away 

from "being a connectional covenant community under episcopal leadership" 
towards "congregationalism". [EPS] 


US: 500 sign Covenant for Christian Fundraisers EPS 87.04.11 
KANSAS CITY (Missouri) - In the wake of an announcement by Methodist 
evangelist Oral Roberts that God would take his life if he failed to raise 8 
million US dollars for his medical school by the end of last month, 500 
evangelical fundraisers signed a Covenant for Christian Fundraisers following 
a three-day conference here. Speakers decried "abusive" fundraising 
practices, including the Roberts appeal. [EPS] 


France: Protestant federation releases bio-ethical reflections EPS 87.04.12 
PARIS - Following its adoption by its council, the Protestant Federation of 
France has released "elements of reflection" related to ethics in light of 
issues raised by current developments in biology. [EPS] 


Argentina: church-state separation projected EPS 87.04.13 
BUENOS AIRES - A proposal to separate church and state in Argentina is 
reportedly being considered by the government. [EPS] 


Wesley's conversion to be marked ecumenically EPS 87.04.14 
LONDON - Several Anglican cathedrals are to be the focus of Anglican-Methodist 
and more widely ecumenical events next year marking the 250th anniversary of 
John Wesley's "conversion". Wesley, who remained an Anglican priest till his 
death, is considered the founder of Methodism. In Liverpool, a Wesley 
Pentecost celebration has support from the local United Reformed moderator, 
Anglican bishop, and Roman Catholic archbishop. [EPS] 


New film on Comenius EPS 87.04.15 
LANSDALE (Pennsylvania/US) - A new film on the life of John Amos Comenius, 
sometimes called the "father of modern education", is being released by 
Gateway Films, here. The film shows Comenius as a 17th-century Bohemian 
Moravian pastor leading his persecuted church, pioneering new methods in 
education, and enduring repeated personal tragedy. A committee of Moravian 
historians worked with Gateway in editing and funding the film, which was made 
in Czechoslovakia by Czech film-maker Otakar Vavra. Comenius died in the 
Netherlands in 1670. [EPS] 


US: church committee opposes plan to make English official EPS 87.04.16 
SAN JUAN (Puerto Rico) - Meeting here (5-10 March), the management committee 
of the Division for Mission in North America of the Lutheran Church in America 
opposed proposals to amend the US constitution to make English the country's 
official language. The committee supported an earlier resolution of the 
National Indian Lutheran Board, which calls the efforts "nothing more than a 
masked attempt to promote racism and cultural genocide." [EPS] 


US: Bakker gives network for Falwell; quits, citing blackmail EPS 87.04.17 
CHARLOTTE (North Carolina) - Pentecostal evangelist Jim Bakker has turned over 
his tv network to Baptist evangelist Jerry Falwell. Bakker said he has been 
blackmailed over a "sexual encounter". His announcement (19 March) came 10 
days after he and his wife Tammy revealed she is undergoing treatment for drug 
dependency. Bakker said he was "wickedly manipulated by treacherous former 
friends" who "conspired to betray me into a sexual encounter". He "succumbed 
to blackmail to protect and spare the ministry and my family" and "appease 
these persons who were determined to destroy this ministry." [EPS] 


Church of Scotland requested to examine freemasonry EPS 87.04.18 
ABERDEEN - The presbytery here has asked the [Reformed] Church of Scotland's 
General Assembly to study the compatibility of freemasonry and Christianity. 
The proposal refers to a 1985 report by the British Methodist Conference [EPS 
85.06.36, 7.21, 10.39], advising church members not to become freemasons. 


[EPS] 


South Korea: Christians prepare for 1988 Olympics EPS 87.04.19 
SEOUL - Church groups in South Korea are preparing for the 1988 Olympics here, 
planning various outreach and service programmes. Reportedly, more than 
200,000 booklets and Bibles have already been distributed by groups such as 
the Korean Bible Society and Campus Crusade for Christ. About a third of 
South Korea's 42 million people are counted as Christians [EPS] 


Europe: ecumenical commission position on South Africa EPS 87.04.20 
The Executive Committee of the European Commission on Church and Society has 
sent a letter explaining its views and positions on South Africa to the 
Belgian foreign minister, who is to preside at a meeting (28 April) of foreign 
ministers of the 12-nation European Community. The letter highlights the 
commission's support of a total embargo on EC coal imports from South Africa. 
[EPS] 


Britain: shared eucharist in inter-church marriages EPS 87.04.21 
LONDON - A survey of 316 Britons involved in marriages in which one spouse is 
Roman Catholic and the other not shows that more than half of the Roman 
Catholics and a third of the other Christians have received communion in the 
spouse's church. Of these about 29 percent of the Roman Catholics and 10 
percent of the others said they do so "regularly". Officially, in almost all 
cases, Roman Catholics are not to commune at other altars, and non-Roman 
Catholics are not invited to receive the eucharist under Roman Catholic 
auspices. [EPS] 


Pope affirms doctrines; cites Mary's role in Christian unity EPS 87.04.22 
ROME - In a 114-page letter, "Redemptoris Mater" (Mother of the Redeemer), the 
pope (25 March) reaffirmed Roman Catholic teaching about Mary, and suggested 
that Christians should "all together look to her as our common mother, who 
prays for the unity of God's family, and who precedes us all at the head of 
the long line of witnesses of faith" in Christ. Roman Catholic teaching 
includes two dogmas not affirmed by most of the rest of Christianity —- that 
Mary was from conception "kept free from all stain of original sin", (the 
Immaculate Conception, proclaimed by Pope Pius IX in 1854), and that at the 
end of her earthly life, she was assumed, body and soul, into heavenly glory 
(the Assumption, defined by Pope Pius XII in 1950.). In the letter, the pope 
said Mary's role in salvation is subordinate to Christ's. He observed that 
Christians still "must resolve considerable discrepancies of doctrine 
concerning the mystery and ministry of the church, and sometimes also 
concerning the role of Mary in the work of salvation." [EPS] 


Nigeria: don't retaliate, ecumenical council urges EPS 87.04.23 
LAGOS - The Christian Council of Nigeria (including Salvation Army, Methodist, 
Baptist, Anglican, Reformed (Presbyterian), Lutheran, and Independent members ) 
has urged Christians to “remain absolutely calm" and to "refrain entirely from 
retaliation" in the wake of riots and property destruction the council 
attributes to "Muslim fanatics". The council endorsed the "keen determination 
evinced by the various state governors and their governments to ensure peace 
and security for all law-abiding inhabitants." It pledged "maximum support 
for the president [of Nigeria] and his team, as they strive hard to ensure a 
non-recurrence of such hideous recrudescence of savagery which was 
characterized by inexplicably sadistic and horrifying barbarism. We earnestly 
pray", the council concluded, "that our merciful God and the Prince of Peace 
may speedily restore peace to our beloved nation." [EPS] 


Kenya: denomination changing view on medicine, education EPS 87.04.24 
NAIROBI - The African Mission of the Holy Ghost Church, whose members have 
spurned medical treatment and education, has decided that Christians may seek 
medical treatment, that children should attend school, and that the 
denomination should support development activities. The denomination, which 
has proclaimed that the end of the world is near, has heretofore not stressed 
the need for education or development, and has stressed prayer as the 
Christian response to illness. [EPS] 


Indonesia: interfaith appeal on voting EPS 87.04.25 
JAKARTA - The Interreligious Consultative Body (including national Christian, 
Hindu, Muslim, and Buddhist organizations) has appealed to all eligible 
Indonesian citizens to vote “according to their inner voice" in the upcoming 
general election (23 April). Islam is Indonesia's principal religion. [EPS] 


Taiwan: Presbyterians observe ‘28 February incident’ EPS 87.04.26 
TAIPEI/TAIWAN - The Presbyterian Church in Taiwan has observed the 40th 
anniversary of an "incident" in which government troops killed thousands of 
rebelling Taiwanese. Political opposition groups also organized observances. 
It was the first time such public observances were allowed. [EPS] 


Brazil: archdiocese considers building Aids hospital EPS 87.04.27 
SAO PAULO - The Roman Catholic archdiocese of Sao Paulo is reportedly 
considering constructing a 45-bed hospital exclusively for those with the 
disease Aids. [EPS] 


SA: RC bishops ask for right of conscientious objection EPS 87.04.28 
PRETORIA - South Africa's Roman Catholic bishops called (24 March) for a 
broadening of the legal recognition of the right to conscientious objection to 
military service. [EPS] 


Nigeria: closer scrutiny of religious groups EPS 87.04.29 
LAGOS - John Shagaya, Nigerian minister of internal affairs, said (19 March) 
that the ministry will exercise greater caution in accepting religious 
organizations which seek government registration. His announcement comes in 
the wake of disturbances last week involving religious groups in the north of 
the country. The government also announced a ban on "all special religious 
associations and organizations in all institutions of higher learning." [EPS] 


SA: Five Freedoms Forum launched EPS 87.04.30 
JOHANNESBURG - With a manifesto entitled "One Country, One People", 
anti-apartheid activists have launched the Five Freedoms Forum. Supporters 
include the Roman Catholic Peace and Justice Commission, Detainees Parents 
Support Committee, Black Sash women's group, and National Union of South 
African Students. South African President P.W. Botha called the forum a 
"dangerous coalition". [EPS] 


Chile: government use of pope's visit protested EPS 87.04.31 
SANTIAGO - In advance of the pope's visit to Chile (beginning 1 April), 
opposition groups criticized the government for trying to "hide the real 
country which is suffering a deep crisis, and the abyss between those with 
power and the people." They also objected to government insistence on 
referring to the pope as "judge of peace" (a reference to his role in settling 
a border dispute between Chile and Argentina). The church slogan is 
"messenger of life". [EPS] 


Nicaragua: papal rep's remarks on rich/poor cause '‘confusion' EPS 87.04.32 
MANAGUA - Rome-based IPS news agency reports remarks by papal envoy Paolo 
Giglio, published in the official newspaper Barricada, have "caused confusion 
in Nicaraguan church circles. They perplexed both believers and 
non-believers, and also baffled the agnostics."" Giglio reportedly said both 
rich and poor are necessary in society, that the rich are destined to give 
jobs to the poor, and that if all were rich, nobody would want to work. "We 
can't all be on the same level", the envoy reportedly said. [EPS] 


Peru: bishops ask support for community property system EPS 87.04.33 
LIMA - Four Roman Catholic bishops are asking the government to protect the 
"community property" system of Indian and other farming groups. [EPS] 


Colombia: church bank collapse draws criticism EPS 87.04.34 
BOGOTA - Deposits totalling 12 million US dollars in a savings bank set up by 
the conference of Colombian Roman Catholic bishops have been frozen following 
announcement that the funds were "not liquid". Last month, El Tiempo 
newspaper said the church's credibility is "in limbo" because of the 
collapse. Thirty of the bank's 1159 depositors have written the pope asking 
him to "end the moral suffering caused by the economic drama which afflicts 
us." Church leaders called the criticisms "insults". They said the bishops 
"have not behaved wrongfully, nor have they appropriated a single cent of the 
bank's money." Rather, they said, certain investments "not only failed to 
produce the expected results, but ... ended with considerable losses." [EPS] 


Cuba: church-state ‘understanding, co-operation’ cited EPS 87.04.35 
HAVANA - In his address to the 23rd assembly of the Cuban Ecumenical Council, 
Adolfo Ham Reyes, its outgoing president, said the church is currently 
enjoying a period of understanding and co-operation with the government and 
communist party of the country. Speaking to journalists, Ham said 
“accusations made in American tv and radio broadcasts about alleged violations 
of religious freedom in Cuba are absurd and slanderous."'" Succeeding Ham as 
president was Ratl Sud4rez Ramos, who has been the group's general secretary. 
The council includes Reformed, Methodist, Salvation Army, Quaker, Baptist, 
Pentecostal, and Anglican members. [EPS] 


Taiwan: human-rights lawyer released; Presbyterians give thanks EPS 87.04.36 
TAIPEI - The release of Yao Chia-Wen, a prominent human-rights lawyer, after 
seven years in jail for sedition, was marked by a service of thanksgiving in a 
Presbyterian church here. Presbyterian Church in Taiwan General Secretary 
C.M. Kao preached. Kao and Yao were in the same prison until Kao's release in 
August 1984. Yao's wife, a member of the National Assembly, converted to 
Christianity a few years ago, and was baptized at the church where the 
thanksgiving service was held. The PCT reports that "Yao began reading the 
Bible while in prison, and is reportedly also considering baptism." In 
Taiwan, most people are counted as Buddhists or followers of Chinese folk 
religions. Christians are about 7.5 percent of the 20 million people. [EPS] 


Taiwan: Christians join protest against prostitution EPS 87.04.37 
TAIPEI - About 300 people, including church representatives, marched in the 
Hua Hsi red-light district here to protest prostitution. The Presbyterian 
Church in Taiwan reports the march was the "first large public demonstration 
against prostitution ever" in Taiwan, and that the "racket in Taiwan is big 
business, catering primarily to Japanese ‘sex tours', and controlled at every 
level by Taiwan's underworld - often with police co-operation. Gangsters 
scour mountain villages, buying young girls from their parents .... Often the 
purchase price, up to 5000 US dollars or more, is too much of a temptation for 
aboriginal families who earn less than 1500 US dollars a year." [EPS] 


Kenya: ecumenical council denies opposition to government EPS 87.04.38 
NAIROBI - General Secretary John Kamau of the National Council of Churches of 
Kenya has denied the NCCK is opposing the government. Kamau was reacting to a 
charge from Henry Kosgey, Kenyan minister for culture and social services. 

"No one can show any particular area of opposition, or point out a single 
case", Kamau said. One area of NCCK support for government policy came in a 
statement from an NCCK-sponsored seminar praising Kenyan President Daniel arap 
Moi's "persistent and timely" calls for family planning. The seminar also 
thanked the government for financial aid and other support for church-related 
family-life education products. The NCCK (which includes Independent, 
Anglican, Quaker, Lutheran, Mennonite, Methodist, Pentecostal, Reformed, 
Baptist, and Salvation Army jursidictions in its membership) has been under 
fire from Kenyan politicians since last August. Then, an NCCK-sponsored 
conference of about 1200 pastors opposed a decision of KANU, the country's 
sole legal political party, to have voters line up behind candidates at 
primary elections, instead of voting by secret ballot [EPS 86.10.40]. [EPS] 


Zimbabwe: RC bishops back ‘economic pressure’ against SA EPS 87.04.39 
HARARE - Zimbabwe's Roman Catholic bishops endorsed "economic pressure" on 
South Africa to help bring a "peaceful and just solution to the conflict" 
there caused by apartheid (race separation with white dominance). [EPS] 


Vatican urges attention to Eastern Christianity EPS 87.04.40 
ROME - The Vatican unit responsible for Roman Catholic education is urging 
more attention to Eastern Christianity in priest-formation programmes. [EPS] 


Europe: ecumenical council gets new chairman EPS 87.04.41 
GENEVA - Meeting near the Conference of European Churches headquarters (here), 
the CEC presidium and advisory committee elected (26 March) Metropolitan Alexy 
of Leningrad and Novgorod of the Russian [Eastern] Orthodox Church as CEC's 
new chairman. He succeeds André Appel, president of the Evangelical 
[Lutheran] Church of the Augsburg Confession of Alsace and Lorraine (France). 
The new CEC vice-chairman is John Arnold, dean of Rochester cathedral in the 
[Anglican] Church of England. Alexy, the fifth CEC chairman, is the first 
Orthodox and the first eastern European to hold the post. He has been a 
member of the CEC presidium since 1964, and CEC vice-chairman since 1971. 
Arnold was elected to the presidium at the CEC assembly last September. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Din Dayal: ‘Issues for the Church of North India’ EPS 87.04.42 


Dayal is bishop of Lucknow and moderator of the [United] Church of North 
India. This is excerpted from the March issue of the North India Churchman. 


... Recently ... I discovered that the best-educated presbyters [in one 
diocese] were being paid ... 500-600 rupees per month ... [while] college 
lecturers get 2000 rupees or more per month. Many less-educated presbyters 
and catechists were getting only 200-300 rupees per month. This situation 
exists in many dioceses. ... [In part this is true because] many of our lay 
people look upon church as jijman. 


In our caste-ridden society all serving castes such as sweepers, barbers, 
dhobis, and leather workers have high-caste jijmans. Even Brahmins have their 
jijmans ... patrons who supply all the needs of their servers. No regular 
salaries are paid, but on all special occasions gifts are given. The 
Christian community in the north [of India] has freed itself of its caste 
prejudices, but some of the ancient attitudes remain with them. 


The server-jijman relationship was continued during the missionary era. Now 
the church and its ministers are looked upon as jijmans who must satisfy all 
the needs of church members such as land, education, medical care, jobs, etc., 
etc. In this situation, stewardship education is a top priority. Church 
members should be helped to feel responsible for their church. 


A related problem before us is that even after 16 years [since the formation 
of the CNI], some sections continue to wave old denominational flags and 
withhold properties and funds .... Some of them like Ananias and Saphira [Acts 
5] have handed over only a portion. This is hindering closer integration of 
the church. All-round effort must be made to correct this situation. ... 


[On the other hand, the CNI] has far too much land, and some church members 
look upon the church as a landlord and themselves as tenants. This situation 
exists particularly in church compounds where church trusts collect rent. 

This landlord-tenant relationship between the church and its members should be 
brought to an end soon. The church should not keep land and properties which 
are not absolutely essential for its work. 


There is some controversy about creation of endowments. It is said that big 
endowments discourage stewardship. This need not happen. If the money is 
well used for witness and service, people will be encouraged to give. It is 
happening in many dioceses. In any case at present the Church of North India 
is suffering not because of too much money, but because of its shortage. 


Inculturation and contextualization of the gospel is another very important 
priority before the church. Christian community and church continue to 
appear foreign to non-Christians. ... [Too often, in India] one finds a very 
small number of genuinely committed members who support the pastor and the 
programme of the church, and a vast number who are nominally Christian. ... 


Indian Christians are bewildered by reports of apostasy in the West. ... They 
see westerners flocking in Hindu ashrams seeking spiritual solace. "Has 
Christianity failed?" they ask. I believe that Christ has not failed. It 


is the rigidly organized church which had dominated all aspects of life which 
has failed, and it has been rejected. 


It is unfortunate that the European church did not encounter any major 
non-Christian religion. Because of that, its development remained lopsided 
and its attitude to other religions, which it encountered in the context of 
colonial era, was coloured by power and feeling of superiority. ... [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Tracy Early: ‘Letter from New York' EPS 87.04.43 


Howard Beach stands now as a new name in the lexicon of American racial 
struggles, telling New York churches more clearly than before that racism 
lives here, not just down south or abroad, and that overcoming it requires 
something more than civil rights legislation. 


Since December, when a pack of young whites attacked three young blacks 
walking through the Howard Beach neighbourhood late at night, and one of the 
blacks was fatally hit by a car after running onto a highway to escape, church 
leaders have given renewed attention to the demons of racial volence. Some 
joined in a march, many preached sermons, and several initiated dialogue. 


But the church leadership as a whole apparently cannot decide what concerted 
action if any would prove effective. Most residents of Howard Beach seemed 
less disturbed that their youth committed such a crime than that the news 
media publicized it. Whatever potential for a united, direct confrontation 
with attitudes leading to the Howard Beach incident may have existed was 
dissipated in controversy over forms taken by black protest and reservations 
of many white church leaders about the character of some blacks leading the 
protest activity. 


At Riverside Church's annual Martin Luther King birthday observance, Jesse 
Jackson, the Baptist minister and presidential candidate, took a different but 
equally difficult route, urging blacks and poor whites to unite against 
exploitation. 


The National Council of Churches, which adopted a resolution last fall against 
anti-Arab discrimination, followed up here recently with a luncheon forum and 
afternoon workshop. Jack Shaheen, an Orthodox university professor and 
author of The TV Arab, showed examples of derogatory stereotyping. Marvin 
Wingfield, from the American-Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee, tied the US 
domestic situation to Middle East politics, and showed that some on the Arab 
side are still not reconciled to the existence of a Jewish nation in the 
Middle East. He said the main reason for discrimination against Arab- 
Americans is US action against Arab nations, and he criticized the NCC for 
affirming Israel's right to exist as a "Jewish" state. 


One of the biggest religion stories here earlier this year was the trip of 
John Cardinal O'Connor, Roman Catholic archbishop of New York, to the Middle 
East. There was controversy over his comments abroad and the Vatican's 
refusal to let him see Israeli leaders in their Jerusalem offices. Since 
coming to New York, O'Connor has voiced his support of the Jewish community on 
a number of occasions, and some Jews thought that through a combination of 
public pressure and private persuasion they could get him to move the Vatican 
towards diplomatic relations with Israel. But he has insisted that he must 
leave that issue to the Holy See. Jewish leaders now appear convinced 
O'Connor cannot produce the action they desire in Rome, and Jewish-Christian 
dialogue should move on to other matters. 


Some US presidents identify themselves conspicuously with religion while they 
are in office, but afterwards seem to give it no thought. Not so Jimmy 
Carter, a Southern Baptist noted for public witness to his faith. He remains 
a part of the church scene, and with his wife Rosalynn was here 8 March, the 
Sunday of Orthodoxy, to receive Greek Orthodox honours. He received the 
Athenagoras Humanitarian Award at a banquet of the Archons of the Order of St 
Andrew and then membership in the order, a highly-unusual honour for a 
non-Orthodox, at the Greek cathedral's Sunday liturgy. He was honoured 
especially for helping persuade Turkish officials to allow a rebuilding 
programme of the Ecumenical Patriarchate in Istanbul. [EPS] 


ee 


6, CH-1211 Geneva 20. Telephone (022) 91 61 42 Telex 23423 OIK CH. Cable Oikoumene Geneva. Editor Tom Dorris. 


BIBLIOTHEQUE 
du Conseil Oecumé uigue des Eglises 
150, route de Ferney, 
1211 GENEVE 20 
11-15 April 1987 year 54 / issue 13 
Urban rural mission marks quarter century 87.04.44 
Greece: property takeover okayed; church union with Constantinople? 45 
Europe: ecumenical assembly on justice/peace set for '89 -46 
US: priests with Aids prompt attention, debate -47 
US: church and South Africa: concern high, activity down? -48 
US: radio campaign for church's economic message -49 
Nicaragua: church-state dialogue called positive, ‘frank’ 0 
Suriname: WCC's Castro voices ‘profound concern’ on rights <A 
SA: church leader freed wd 
Plan to publish 12 volumes of King papers announced -53 
Switzerland/France: RC lenten campaigns attacked ~54 
Rwanda: first Protestant worship service broadcast 56) 
Greece: European RC bishops fault Orthodox-only hiring policy ATs 
Europe: church people ask believers' rights in USSR Zo7 
Denmark: government to review status of women and men in church 98 
Denmark: some Danish Lutheran bishops cool to papal visit -59 
Nigeria: Christian Association condemns ‘sacrilege’ in riots - 60 
USSR: two Christian dissidents released 61 
US: half of viewers have unfavourable opinion of tv preachers 2 
Denmark: government minister proposes more Christian teaching A a 
Burundi: government frees six church workers - 64 
ECUTEXT: "Report from Ecumenical Delegation Visiting China" -65 
ECUVIEW: "Ecumenism in China" - 66 


ehical Press Service provides news and information about the ecumenical movement. Its material may be freely reproduced with acknowledgement. EPS is a service of 
orld Council of Churches in partnership with the World Student Christian Federation, the World Alliance of YMCAs, and the World YWCA. Opinions expressed are not 
sarily those of the WCC or the partners 


S$ BH O.B re Arne 054/13) 


International, ecumenical meeting on southern Africa: Lusaka, 4-8 May: 

Church and anti-apartheid-movement representatives from Europe, North America, 
Australia, Japan, and Africa are expected in the Zambian capital for a 

week- long meeting on southern ASTi CRs with the theme, "The Struggle for 
Justice is the Struggle for Peace". About 40 South Africans and 20 Namibians 
are expected, including people eurneend lal church, political, trade-union, 
women's, youth, and student groups. Representatives of groups opposed to 
white-minority South African ruler (ANC, PAC, Swapo) are also expected. 


Journalists who wish to cover the Lusaka meeting in person should contact 
Yvonne Gregory in the WCC Communications Department (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 
20) before the end of April. Headquarters for the meeting is the Pamodzi 
Hotel. Its telex is ZA 44720 PAMHO. Its phone is (260-1) 21 26 20. 


EPS coverage is to be mailed from Geneva on 5 and 12 April. Tell us in 
advance if you have special requirements in terms of deadlines, story angles, 
or telex transmission, and we will try to meet them. Also tell us in advance 
if you want sound bites and/or radio features from our colleagues at Intervox. 


New from WCC Publications (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20): 


A Community of Clowns: Testimonies of People in Urban Rural. Mission, 
compiled by Hugh Lewin to mark URM's 25th anniversary (27.50 Swiss francs, 
16.90 US dollars, 10.90 UK pounds). 


Volume III of Churches Respond to BEM: Official Responses to the "Baptism, 
Eucharist, and Ministry" Text (Faith and Order Paper 135), edited by Max 
Thurian (27.50 Swiss francs, 16.90 US dollars, 10.90 UK pounds). It is 
dedicated to the late Eastern Orthodox theologian Nikos Nissiotis, moderator 
of the WCC Commision on Faith and Order in 1982 when the text was released. 


The volume includes 35 responses, from the Greek Orthodox Patriarchate of 
Alexandria, Romanian Orthodox Church, Orthodox Church in America, Apostolic 
Catholic Assyrian Church of the East, [Anglican] Church of England, 

[Anglican] Church in Wales, [Anglican] Church of Melanesia, [Anglican] Holy 
Catholic Church in Japan, {Anglican} Church of the Province of Southern 
Africa, Evangelical-Lutheran Church of Denmark, Evangelical~Lutheran Church 
of Finland, Lutheran Church in Hungary, Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, 
Standing Council of the Lutheran and Reformed Churches of France, 

Evangelical Church of the Augsburg Confession of Alsace and Lorraine, 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of France, Reformed Church of France, Reformed 
Church of Alsace and Lorraine, United Protestant Church of Belgium, 
Presbyterian Church of Rwanda, Church of Jesus Christ in Madagascar, 
Presbyterian Church (USA), Presbyterian Church in Ireland, Cumberland 
Presbyterian Church, All-Union Council of Evangelical Christians-Baptists in 
the USSR, Baptist Union of Scotland, Baptist Union of Denmark, Covenanted | 
Baptist Churches in Wales, American Baptist Churches in the USA, Christian © 
Church (Disciples of Christ) in Canada, Union of Welsh Independents, 

Moravian Church in Great Britain and Ireland, General Mennonite Society 
(Netherlands, the Quakers of Netherlands, Canadian Yearly Meeting of the 
Religious Society of Friends. 


Photo Oikoumene, the WCC photo catalogue, is available to those who request 
it: WCC/Visual Arts, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. Also available are photos 
which may be used with EPS stories. EPS deadlines are on Mondays at 7h00 
GMT. EPS headlines can be telexed to you. We pay for that. You can then 
ask for texts of items you want. You pay for that. EPS printing: this 
issue, 7 April; next issue, 9 April. EPS appears about 45 times a year. 
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URBAN RURAL MISSION Ecumenical Press 
MARKS QUARTER CENTURY Service 87.04.44 


MANILA (Marlin VanElderen) - "Celebration and Challenge" was the theme as 
about 125 people from around the world met here (1-6 April) to mark a quarter 
century of ecumenical involvement in urban rural mission (URM), to share 
accounts of their own work, and to set priorities for URM in the years ahead. 


Kenith David, one of two URM programme secretaries on the staff of the 
Commission on World Mission and Evangelism of the World Council of Churches, 
described the group here as the largest-ever global URM gathering. 


While here for the URM meeting, WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro and three 
other visitors - Allan Boesak, the South African theologian and apartheid 
opponent who is president of the World Alliance of Reformed Churches; Walter 
Makhulu, the Anglican archbishop of Central Africa who is one of seven WCC 
presidents; and Todor Sabev, the Eastern Orthodox church historian from 
Bulgaria who is one of three WCC deputy general secretaries - joined two 
representatives of the National Council of Churches in the Philippines - 
Chairperson Johnny Gumban and General Secretary Laverne Mercado - for an 
hour-long, private conversation with Philippines President Corazon Aquino. 


But the political and social realities of the host country permeated the 
meeting in many other ways as well. 


General Secretary Sang Jung Park of the Christian Conference of Asia, pointing 
to the appropriateness of the Philippines as a venue, said the WCC and CCA 
played an important role in local struggles around the country, and that the 
growing network of such people's movements on all continents, in critical 
solidarity, is an important emerging ecumenical tradition. 


One of the most moving reflections of that was the testimony of a Filipina who 
has continued to organize her fellow peasants despite the brutal torture and 
murder of her husband by the military. 


Participants also visited areas in Manila and environs where URM and other 
church-related organizations are working to empower urban poor, peasants, 
women, industrial workers, and prostitutes. A number of sessions during the 
week, including an opening eucharist, were held in a cathedral of the 
Philippine Independent Church (which left Roman Catholicism in 1902 when the 
Vatican refused to appoint Filipino bishops), and several Filipino musical 
groups presented songs about the ongoing struggle for democracy in the country. 


Newspapers, radio and tv, wall posters, and sound trucks offered constant 
reminders of the country's congressional elections (11 May). Fourteen months 
after the ouster of former President Ferdinand Marcos, the Philippines 
political scene presents a picture "so complicated that even those of us who 
live here have only vague ideas about it", said Institute for Popular 
Democracy Director Ed de la Torre during an orientation to the Philippines 
early in the meeting. 


The Roman Catholic priest, artist, poet, and former political prisoner, 
described three dominant trends in the country: efforts to restore a 
repressive regime (with or without Marcos); attempts to consolidate 
conservative democracy; and promotion of popular democracy. 


Overshadowing these internal complexities is the influence of the US, which, 
he noted, pours 2 billion (2000 million) US dollars into the country each year 
in connection with its military presence. [over] 
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Later, as a last-minute substitute for Oh Jae Shik, director of a 
mission-training centre of the National Council of Churches in [South] Korea, 
de la Torre gave a public lecture on the relationship of social action to 
social and political change. 


(Oh could not attend because of restrictions on his travel by the South Korean 
government.) 


Drawing on his own experiences to explain several different understandings of 
the parable of the good Samaritan, de la Torre suggested the kind of action 
undertaken by groups related to URM can have three relationships to politics: 
reformist (maximizing the possibilities of existing structures for empowering 
people), anarchist (abandoning power as unredeemable and seeking to build 
small ideal communities), or popular democracy (organizing little people for 
the game of politics but not reducing the agenda for the sake of staying in 
power). 


He urged realism about the strengths and limitations of the institutional 
church, suggesting that to retain one's sanity one must follow God's example: 
don't limit yourself to the church, but don't abandon it either. 


Participants from each region selected representative stories of URM-related 
work from their part of the world. 


Supplementing these personal accounts, given during an intense day-and-a-half 
period, were numerous informal encounters, and a couple of dozen additional 
stories in A Community of Clowns, edited by Zimbabwean journalist Hugh Lewin 
and published by the WCC. The 300-page history of URM's first 25 years was 
released just in time for the meeting. 


Most stories told at the meeting here reflected small-scale, local efforts to 
enable poor and oppressed people to work together to improve their lives and 
claim human and legal rights. They were recounted by 23 people from 19 
countries. 


Among them were accounts of aboriginal children lured into prostitution in 
Taiwan [EPS 87.02.104], peasants fighting to avoid losing their land to a 
sugar multinational in Sri Lanka, Christians and Marxists exploring community | 
building together in the GDR, black South Africans struggling against heavy 
odds to resist forced removal from their land, continuing repression in Chile 
and Paraguay, the worsening plight of farmers in Canada and the US, and 
aspirations for political independence in New Caledonia. 


A comment heard often was that the characters in these stories need to be 
linked in solidarity across international boundaries. 


Castro pointed to another kind of linkage in his address to the consultation: 
the connection, sometimes tense, between URM groups and the institutional 
church. 


If that tie were cut, he warned, URM would lose the tradition, history, and 
spiritual values in which it is rooted, and the church would lose a dimension 
of the gospel, and a perspective absolutely essential for reception of the 
gospel today. 


Castro added that healthy mutual criticism is demanded, not only for 
theological reasons of church unity, but also for reasons of political 
responsibility in the fulfilment of the church's missionary calling. [EPS] 


GREECE: PROPERTY TAKEOVER OKAYED; Ecumenical Press 
CHURCH UNION WITH CONSTANTINOPLE? Service 87.04.45 


ATHENS - In connection with parliamentary approval (3 April) of a plan to 
transfer property of the [Eastern Orthodox] Church of Greece to farm 
co-operatives and government authorities [EPS 87.03.93; 04.05], Church of 
Greece bishops scheduled a meeting (7 April) to discuss whether it should 
revert to its former status as part of the Istanbul-based Ecumenical 
Patriarchate of Constantinople. 


Such a move would thwart the plan, since the patriarchate is not subject to 
Greek law. 


In 1850, the patriarchate declared the Church of Greece autocephalous 
(independent), though many dioceses in Greece continued to be part of the 
patriarchate. Since 1928, the patriarchate has allowed most of those 
(exceptions are the Mount Athos monastic communities, Crete, and some islands 
near Turkey) to be administered by the Church of Greece. 


Greek Education and Religion Minister Antonios Tritsis said such a reunion 
would be "scorning the constitution". It would also place the centre of the 
Greek church in Turkey. (There are long-standing tensions between the two 
countries; the Greek church played a major role in the 1821 revolt against 
Turkish rule which led to Greek independence.) 


The law calls for the land and other property to be transferred to the state 
within six months. It empowers lay people to administer monastery lands, and 
church-owned urban property valued at about one billion US dollars. Farmers 
belonging to government-controlled co-operatives would take over about 140,000 
hectares of forests and farmland owned by the church's 470 monasteries and 
convents. 


The law passed was a revised version of one first proposed in October 1985. 
Last October, the bishops approved transferring monastic lands to landless 
peasants (not the co-operatives), but negotiations with the government on how 
to do this broke off when the new version was introduced earlier this year. 


Responding to the passing of the law, church leaders hoped it would be 
withdrawn "to allow a dialogue which would permit a just redistribution of 
church lands." They added they would "resist by all means, with the aid of 
the people and of the clergy, the unjust and unconstitutional text." 


In the face of church objections to parts of the law on church administration, 
the government made some changes, including giving bishops, rather than local 
governors, power to appoint some members of parish councils. The majority of 
members of the councils, however, would be elected. Church representatives 
are still objecting to the administrative changes in the new law. 


On the eve of the vote, the church issued a statement protesting "misleading 
information" about "both the number of demonstrators and the issue at stake" 
reported in some foreign news media in connection with a demonstration here 
opposing the proposed law, which it said, would "take over the administration 
of the Church of Greece." 


The church singled out for criticism broadcast reports from the UK (BBC) and 
the FRG (Deutsche Welle). The church said "nearly a million" people 
demonstrated, "braving adverse weather conditions" - torrential rains which 
"miraculously" stopped just before the demonstration was to begin. Some 
reports referred to 50,000 demonstrators. [EPS] 


EUROPE: ECUMENICAL ASSEMBLY Ecumenical Press 
ON JUSTICE/PEACE SET FOR °89 Service 87.04.46 


GENEVA - The Conference of European Churches is planning a continent-wide, 
ecumenical convocation on "peace with justice" in 1989. CEC has asked CCEE, 
the council of conferences of Roman Catholic bishops in Europe, to join it in 
calling and arranging the event. 


A regular meeting of CEC and CCEE representatives is to take place in June in 
Ziirich. The CCEE response to the CEC invitation is expected before the end of 
August. Except for Roman Catholicism, most Christian traditions are part of 
the 26-nation CEC membership. 


The convocation announcement came at the close of a week-long (25-31 March), 
joint meeting near here of the eight-member CEC presidium and 27-member CEC 
advisory committee. The convocation is to be a major European contribution to 
a global ecumenical process under the auspices of the World Council of 
Churches on "justice, peace, and the integrity of creation". 


Among other decisions announced following the meeting are increased CEC 
attention to North-South issues in Europe, particularly as they relate to the 
area around the Mediterranean Sea. Also, the meeting supported action to 
prevent further restrictions on rights of refugees and exiles in Europe, and 
proposed next steps in a CEC study of the "mission of the church in 
secularized Europe". 


The meeting also chose officers [EPS 87.04.41] to serve until the CEC Tenth 
Assembly, in 1992. The new chairman is Metropolitan Alexy of Leningrad and 
Novgorod (USSR, Eastern Orthodox). The new vice-chairman is John Arnold, dean 


of the English Anglican cathedral in Rochester. [EPS] ; 
US: PRIESTS WITH AIDS Ecumenical Press 
PROMPT ATTENTION, DEBATE Service 87.04.47 


This item is abridged and adapted from Religious News Service. 


NEW YORK - Roman Catholic priests are dying of Aids. In the charged 
atmosphere that surrounds the disease, that announcement is particularly 
stunning because of the church's celibacy requirements. 


Although sexual activity among priests may not shock as much as it once did, 
the revelation that priests are dying of Aids contracted through homosexual 
encounters has forced a certain amount of open discussion of homosexual 
priests, an issue that previously had been talked about only in hushed tones. 


Ever since the weekly National Catholic Reporter reported last December it had 
confirmed that 12 US priests had died from Aids, the topic has been widely 
written about in the secular press and debated by left and right. 


As the reports continue to accumulate, some have charged that the church 
authorities have been less than compassionate in their treatment of priests 
with Aids. Others have levelled harsh criticism at media coverage which they : 
view as anti-Catholic. 


Regardless of the criticism, the story continues to develop, raising for the 
church the question of how to deal with the twin issues of homosexuality and 
sexual activity among clergy vowed to celibacy. Incidents of priests with 
Aids also are being reported outside the large urban areas wheere the disease 
is most prevalent in the US. [EPS] 


US: CHURCH AND SOUTH AFRICA: Ecumenical Press 
CONCERN HIGH, ACTIVITY DOWN? Service 87.04.48 


NEW YORK (Tracy Early) - After an unusual degree of concentration on South 
Africa for a couple of years, church people in the US are now relaxing a 
little. Concern remains high, but observers discern a reduced scale of 
activity. In this, the churches reflect the broader mood among US advocates 
of a redirected South African policy, who got Congress to pass a sanctions 
bill last year despite the president's opposition, but who now seem unsure 
what to do next. 


Willis Logan, Africa secretary of the 32-denomination National Council of 
Churches, said in a recent interview that church commitment to South Africa 
programs continues as strong as ever, if not stronger, despite some weakening 
of visible expression. And, he said, unpublicized elements of the regular 
church programs also continue unabated. 


However, South African restrictions on news coverage have succeeded in 
diminishing the outside world's awareness of daily violence, and therefore in 
leaving some church members with an impression that the seriousness of the 
racial conflict has lessened. Church attention has also been absorbed in 
part by other issues, especially now Nicaragua. 


In an attempt to multiply strength rather than divide it, an ad hoc group of 
religion and labour leaders have joined in a Mobilization for Justice and 
Peace in Central America and South Africa to mount a weekend (25-27 April) 
protest in Washington. But there is still some consciousness of competition 
for priority rating. 


Beyond all such factors, the present relaxation of efforts regarding South 
Africa may be more simply understood as an inevitable breath-catching after a 
sprint. Impressive publicity was generated when many national leaders, 
including prominent church officials, got arrested during a 1984-85 series of 
civil disobedience protests at South African offices, particularly the embassy 
in Washington and the consulate in New York. 


Then, US church leaders who went to the December 1985 World Council of 
Churches meeting in Harare (Zimbabwe) [EPS 85.11.65], returned home with a 
sense of impending crisis, and with a determination to redouble their pace. 


In a move that some people considered of dubious wisdom, they set up a 
Churches' Emergency Committee on Southern Africa, co-chaired by Avery Post, 
president of the United Church of Christ and M. Lorenzo Shepard, president of 
the Progressive National Baptist Convention. The new entity was created out 
of a hope it would draw support broader than the NCC, but this did not happen 
to any significant extent. 


James Cogswell, chief executive of the NCC Division of Overseas Ministries, 
voiced concern that the effectiveness of church work might be hurt by a 
diversion of energies from established channels. But Logan said this danger 
was avoided by arranging for his office to handle committee staff work. And 
the committee's newness provided helpful impetus, he said. Working through 
the dual channels, his office co-ordinated "Agenda '86" - monthly activities 
designed to impress Americans with the urgency of movement on South Africa. 


One high point was a demonstration and lobbying campaign in Washington on the 
10th anniversary - 16 June - of the Soweto uprising. The US House of 
Representatives passed a sanctions bill 18 June, giving church leaders a sense 
of accomplishment, and subsequent compromise with the Senate produced the 
less-stringent bill enacted over the presidential veto. [over] 
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In November, a consultation on the Kairos Document issued by South Africans in 
September 1985 was held in Chicago, with 125 US and African participants. 
Burgess Carr, former general secretary of the All Africa Conference of 
Churches, who now lives in the US, was co-ordinator. 


At the end of 1986, the Emergency Committee became inactive, though Logan said 
it still exists as a vehicle that could be used on future occasions. The WCC 
office here also continues to spotlight the South African situation. 


Any lull people may now feel, Logan said, pertains only to aspects of the 
churches' "balanced program" that get reported in the media. "High profile 
protest is only one component", he said. And he predicted it would soon be 
revived, perhaps with people accepting "significant risk" in civil 
disobedience actions to challenge the public conscience. "The crisis has 
reached the point where the agony of the people in South Africa is almost too 
much to bear", he said. 


Other elements in the US church program include financial support for "justice 
ministries" of the South African Council of Churches. Logan said more than 
$1 million has been raised for this over the past 15 months. US church funds 
also go, he said, for such causes as support of refugees in various parts of 
southern Africa, and student exiles in the US. 


Logan said his office is shifting its approach somewhat to point up 
interconnections between the problem in South Africa and other parts of 
Africa. It will soon issue major documents on Angola and Mozambique, he 
said. Marjorie Fernandez, a Roman Catholic from Brazil, will be sent in May 
to work with the Angola Council of Churches, Logan added, and recruitment for 
personnel to assist in Mozambique is also underway. 


He said that he and four or five other US representatives will show continuing 
US church involvement with South Africa by attending the meeting in Lusaka 
(Zambia) next month sponsored by the WCC Programme to Combat Racism. 


Churches in the corporate-responsibility movement annually press corporations 
to stop doing business with South Africa. Stockholder resolutions have been 
filed for action this year with numerous corporations in energy, banking, and 
other fields. They include resolutions asking companies such as General 
Motors and IBM, recently persuaded to sell subsidiaries in South Africa, now 
to end all sales, leasing agreements and other commercial involvement there. 


US Roman Catholic representatives generally share the NCC outlook on South 
Africa. Last year, the National Conference of Catholic Bishops said that if 
South Africa did not make "significant progress towards the dismantling of the 
system of apartheid" by mid-May, dioceses and church institutions should ask 
companies in which they hold stock to withdraw or, if the companies would not, 
sell the stock. William Schaufele, Africa secretary for Catholic Relief 
Services, and John J. Snyder, a bishop who chairs the Africa committee of the 
agency's board, visited South Africa recently and came back talking of 
increased aid for black development. 


Some sectors of the conservative evangelical community, thus far relatively 
restrained about trying to change US foreign policy, have become more 
aggressive on South Africa. 


All in all, Logan said, US church engagement is by no means eroding. "I see 
it building", he said. [EPS] 


US: radio campaign for church's economic message EPS 87.04.49 
WASHINGTON - The National Conference of Catholic Bishops has produced nine 
public-service radio announcements to publicize views in the bishops' recent 
teaching letter, "Economic Justice for All: Catholic Social Teaching and the 
US Economy". The spots invite listeners to call a toll-free number which 
connects them with a recording offering ways of putting into practice "values 
and principles" of the letter. The bishops also set up an office here, with a 
budget of 500,000 US dollars, to work with dioceses and agencies. The letter 
and/or material about it are also reportedly being distributed by, among 
others, an agency of the United Methodist Church, an official of the Lutheran 
Church-Missouri Synod, and the National Council of Churches. [EPS] 


Nicaragua: church-state dialogue called positive, ‘frank’ EPS 87.04.50 
MANAGUA - The fifth meeting between Roman Catholic leaders and government 
officials ended (here, 1 April) with both sides reporting steps towards a 
better church-state climate. Nicaraguan Chief of Staff Rene Nunez spoke of 
“substantial advances", agreement on "some principles", and a "frank exchange 
over some concrete points". Bosco Vivas Robello, secretary of Nicaragua's 
Conference of Roman Catholic bishops, called the meeting "very sincere about 
expressing the problems". He added that with "good intentions, we may in the 
future - I hope more or less soon — have some concrete points to include in a 
possible global plan." Church-state relations have been strained in Nicaragua 
for several years. The next round of talks is set for 4 May. [EPS] 


Suriname: WCC's Castro voices ‘profound concern’ on rights EPS 87.04.51 
GENEVA - In a letter (17 March) to Desi Bouterse, commander-in-chief of the 
army in Suriname, World Council of Churches General Secretary Emilio Castro 
expressed "profound concern about the human-rights situation" in the South 
American nation. Castro asked Bouterse to take "immediate steps to promote 
justice and human dignity", and referred to "actions by armed forces ... which 
have resulted in the killing of large numbers of innocent civilians, including 
women and children." He spoke of the "complication of the situation by armed 
resistance to the government", but said it is "up to the government to promote 
the well-being of all people, and instil confidence in all sections of the 
society.'"' He also expressed concern about the "massive exodus" of people in 
the eastern part of the country into neighbouring French Guyana. Castro says 
in conclusion that his "appeal is prompted by our genuine interest in the 
welfare of all people of Suriname. We uphold them in our prayers." [EPS] 


SA: church leader freed EPS 87.04.52 
JOHANNESBURG - His activity restricted, Jean-Frangois Bill, moderator of the 
Evangelical Presbyterian Church of South Africa, and general secretary of the 
Alliance of Black Reformed Christians in South Africa, has been freed after 
nine months of detention. Earlier, the Transvaal attorney general said he 
would not prosecute Bill [EPS 87.03.127]. Under terms of his release, Bill is 
not to teach theology, nor to play a major role in the alliance. [EPS] 


Plan to publish 12 volumes of King papers announced EPS 87.04.53 
PHILADELPHIA - Coretta Scott King, widow of the slain US civil-rights leader 
and Baptist minister, Martin Luther King, announced (here, 2 April) a 15-year 
project to publish a 12-volume edition of King's personal papers, chronicling 
his life, and explaning his philosophy of non-violence. [EPS] 


Switzerland/France: RC lenten campaigns attacked EPS 87.04.54 
PARIS/BERNE - In recent weeks, there have been attacks in both countries on 
Roman Catholic: lenten campaigns, Lent Action (Switzerland) and the Catholic 
Committee Against Hunger and for Development (France). The critics urge 
people to give for development work through other channels, on grounds the 
church-run efforts are too political, and/or spend too much time and effort 
trying to change people's attitudes about third-world issues. [EPS] 


Rwanda: first Protestant worship service broadcast EPS 87.04.55 
BILYOGO - For the first time, the Protestant Council of Rwanda, which includes 
Anglican, Baptist, Presbyterian, and Methodist membership, is broadcasting 
Protestant worship by radio (5 April). The 40-minute programmes are scheduled 
for each Sunday. About two-thirds of the Rwandese are counted as Christians, 
most of them Roman Catholics. [EPS] 


Greece: European RC bishops fault Orthodox-only hiring policy EPS 87.04.56 
DIEBURG (FRG) - Following their meeting here last month, the presidents of the 
conferences of Roman Catholic bishops in European countries have described as 
"a grave violation of human rights" the policy in Greece of hiring only 
members of the [Eastern Orthodox] Church of Greece as teachers in primary 
schools. [EPS] 


Europe: church people ask believers’ rights in USSR EPS 87.04.57 
VIENNA - A group of west European church leaders have asked the Soviet Union 

to grant full rights to the church and Christians there. The group met in 
conjunction with the inter-governmental conference on security and co-operation 
in Europe which met here. The two-day meeting was convened by Franz Cardinal 
Koenig, the retired Roman Catholic archbishop of Vienna, and Dieter Knall, 
Austria's Lutheran bishop. Surveying other countries in east European 
countries, the group said the situation for church people is relatively good 

in Hungary, Poland, and the GDR (East Germany), relatively bad in Romania and 
Czechoslovakia. [EPS] 


Denmark: government to review status of women and men in church EPS 87.04.58 
COPENHAGEN - A sub-committee of a Danish government committee on the equal 
status of men and women in Danish life is to look into the situation in the 
country's Lutheran "folk church", where it has been possible for the past 40 
years for women to be ordained. (Women currently account for about a fifth of 
the country's Lutheran pastors, and more than half of the theology students 
are women.) In a related development, some pastors have expressed concern 
that the government minister of church affairs may soon remove the right of 
men opposed to the ordination of women to be ordained separately. Currently, 
only one of the Lutheran bishops, Georg Geil of Viborg, conducts separate 
ordination services for such men, as a way to “express the liberty of the 
church", even though, the bishop says, he does not share their viewpoint on 
women's ordination. [EPS] 


Denmark: some Danish Lutheran bishops cool to papal visit EPS 87.04.59 
COPENHAGEN - Church News from Denmark reports that the response of some of the 
country's Lutheran bishops to the announcement of a papal visit to the Nordic 
countries has been "cool". Thorkild Graesholt (Lolland-Falster diocese) says 
he will not seek an audience with the pope. Helge Skov (Ribe) says the visit 
doesn't interest him at all. An editorial in the country's Christian daily, 
Kristeligt Dagblad, was more positive. It said "the visit must take place in 
the fraternal ecumenical spirit which prevails in our country." [EPS] 


Nigeria: Christian Association condemns ‘sacrilege’ in riots EPS 87.04.60 
LAGOS - The Christian Association of Nigeria proclaimed a national week of 
mourning, prayers, and fasting (13-18 April) for the "growth and survival of 
the Christian church in Nigeria, and for the peace, progress, and unity of the 
country." The CAN statement came in the wake of disturbances in the north of 
the country. Echoing earlier statements by the Christian Council of Nigeria 
[EPS 87.03.118; 04.23], CAN strongly condemned the "wanton and sacrilegious 
destruction" in the north. It said the "Muslim fanatics" responsible were 
"emboldened by the obvious indifference of the law-enforcement agencies. They 
were also encouraged by those who are working assiduously to Islamize Nigeria 
by all means." CAN includes CCN and other church representatives. [EPS] 


USSR: two Christian dissidents released EPS 87.04.61 
MOSCOW - Two Eastern Orthodox dissidents, particularly known in Christian 
circles, have been released from detention. They are Alexander Ogorodnikov, a 
would-be priest, and Gleb Yakunin, a priest jailed in 1980 for "slandering the 
Soviet state". [EPS] 


US: half of viewers have unfavourable opinion of tv preachers EPS 87.04.62 
NEW YORK - A New. York Times/CBS News poll of 1394 people says about two-fifths 
of them (505) regularly watch one of seven tv preachers. Half of those who 
regularly watch had an unfavourable opinion of most of them; while 37 percent 
were favourable. (Among non-viewers, 72 percent were unfavourable, 6 percent 
favourable.) Three quarters who watch said most tv preachers are too 
concerned about raising money. In connection with the recent troubles of tv 
preacher Jim Bakker [EPS 87.04.17], 43 percent said the devil is responsible; 
an equal percentage disagreed. Of those who regularly watch Oral Roberts, 10 
percent believed his report God would take his life if he did not raise 8 
million US dollars by the end of last month; 73 percent did not believe it. 
(Roberts raised the money and is still alive). Regular viewers of Pat 
Robertson's program were about evenly divided on his contemplated run for 
president. Opposed were 43 percent; favourable were 40 percent. [EPS] 


Denmark: government minister proposes more Christian teaching EPS 87.04.63 
COPENHAGEN - Mette Madsen, the Danish government minister for church affairs, 
has proposed that extended Christian instruction be made available to children 
between six and 12 after school hours. The proposal has gone to Denmark's 
Lutheran bishops, the pastors' association, and to parish councils for 
reaction. [EPS] 


Burundi: government frees six church workers EPS 87.04.64 
BUJUMBURA - Six Roman Catholic church workers - three priests and three 
catechists - have been freed. The government said it was a show of good faith. 
Tensions between church and state in this mostly Christian (and mostly Roman 
Catholic) Central African country have been strong recently [EPS 87.02.28, 
03.23,03.71]. 


ECUTEXT: ‘Report from Ecumenical Delegation Visiting China’® EPS 87.04.65 


Following a 10-day (21-30 March) visit to China, a World Council of Churches 
delegation led by WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro, issued the following. 


"The church in China continues to be an important part of the ecumenical 
movement. Its growth and witness in the recent period are remarkable. Through 
new models of unity and new ecclesial forms, it challenges the churches around 
the world, offering them valuable lessons", Dr. Emilio Castro, general 
secretary of the WCC, said at the end of a 10-day visit to the People's 
Republic of China [EPS 87.03.106]. 


In response to an official invitation from the China Christian Council and the 
Three-Self Patriotic Movement, Castro accompanied by three of his colleagues 
(Deputy General Secretary Ruth Sovik, International Affairs Director Ninan 
Koshy, and CICARWS [= WCC Commission on Interchurch Aid, Refugee, and World 
Service] Asia Secretary Park Kyung Seo) visited China from 21-30 March. 


They had meetings with church leaders in Beijing, Shanghai and Nanjing. They 
had also discussions with political leaders and government officials. They 
visited the theological seminaries in the three cities. 


The Protestant churches in China can today claim a membership between three 
and four million, indicating a four-fold growth from the time of liberation 
and the beginning of the People's Republic. All churches were closed during 
the Cultural Revolution. [over] 


china/2 


Since the restoration of religious freedom in 1978 more than 4000 churches 
have been reopened or newly built. In addition to this, there are 10,000 
“meeting points", or places of worship in houses. In the recent period, more 
than two million copies of the Bible in Chinese have been published and 
distributed. About 650 students are enrolled in ten theological seminaries 
including the national-level institution in Nanjing. 


"We are a Christian Council and a Three-Self Patriotic Movement, but not yet a> 
United Church of China", Bishop K. H. Ting who is chairman of the two national 
Christian organizations told the delegation. 


"We have made significant progress towards unity and what we have achieved is 
more unity than ever, but we recognize that in certain respects it is 
fragile. Our unity is based on mutual respect, in this post-denominational 
stage, among those who have come from different backgrounds." The formation 
of a national church structure has been postponed for the present for a 
variety of reasons, while discussion on the issues involved continues. 


There has been a remarkable process of reconciliation both in the society and 
the church, after the series of political upheavals which caused considerable 
difficulties and conflicts. The church in China affirms that its main 
message at this stage is that of reconciliation. 


In a way, the church in China has attained the goals of the Three-Self 
Movement. It is self-governing, self-supporting, and self-propagating. But © 
the leaders believe that in the consolidation of the church and in building it — 
up further, it is necessary to uphold and defend the principles of 
'three-self'. 


The delegation had meetings with the Catholic bishops in the three cities they 
visited. In China, where the Protestant church and Catholic church are 
considered two religions, there is today the beginning of some relationship 
between the two, though no serious ecumenical dialogue or effort has yet 
started. 


The delegation held discussions with the board and executive staff of the 
Amity Foundation. The foundation has been set up on the initiative of church 
leaders, as a people's organization in which Christians and non-Christians 
co-operate in the fields of education, health and social services. 


On behalf of the government, Professor Zhou Peiyuan, vice-chairman of the 
National Committee of the Chinese People's Political Consultative Conference, 
received the delegation. Important meetings of the National People's 
Congress and the Political Consultative Conference were taking place in 
Beijing during the visit of the delegation. 


Professor Peiyuan stated that the ‘open policy' of China which began in 1978 
continued without any basic changes. The policy of religious freedom was 
reaffirmed. The delegation held discussions also with the officials of the 
government's Bureau of Religious Affairs. During the visit in China, the WCC 
delegation was accompanied by Han Wenzao who is a vice-president of the China 
Christian Council and the general secretary of the Amity Foundation. 


"We leave China with a deep sense of admiration for the Chinese church, 
thanking God for the marvellous way in which the church has been led", Castro | 
remarked, adding, "We are confident that through this visit the relationship | 
between the World Council of Churches and the China Christian Council has been 
strengthened." [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Daniel J. Adams: ‘Ecumenism in China' EPS 87.04.66 


This is excerpted from a report in Bridge: Church Life in China Today, a 
bi-monthly from the Christian Study Centre on Chinese Religion and Culture, in 
Hong Kong. Adams visited China at the end of last year. 


..- None [of my memories of my recent trip] are so vivid as that of the 
ecumenism of Chinese Christians. The church in China is a post-denominational 
church. 


It has bishops who have no diocese. Its polity is a mixture of Congregational 
and Presbyterian. The liturgy is equivalent to that of the Methodists, and 
its theology is essentially Baptist. 


In Nanjing I met a former Baptist who now is pastor in a former Anglican 
church which had. a baptistry installed in the floor in front of the altar. 
This same pastor baptized seven students a few days before Christmas in the 
chapel of Jinling Union Seminary. The mode of baptism used was sprinkling. 


In Beijing there is a church that uses four alternate liturgies for communion 
- Anglican, Presbyterian-Reformed, Evangelical, and ... Plymouth Brethren. 


This kind of ecumenical co-operation is the rule rather than the exception in 
the Chinese church. The guiding principle is one of mutual respect and unity 
with diversity. 


No attempt is made to force all churches into one mould. Different 
traditions in theology, liturgy, and polity are given mutual recognition. 


The churches in China have achieved through necessity the unity that other 
churches down through the ages have not been able to attain freely.’ From the 
Chinese perspective, theological disputation on liturgy, sacraments, and 
ministry is secondary to the meaning of the gospel and the nature of the 
church. 


Christians in China cannot afford the luxury of refusing to recognize the 
validity of another tradition's concept of ministry or understanding of the 


sacraments. 


Certainly, the experience of the church in China does raise questions 
concerning the essential nature of the church. If ecclesiastical issues are 
of such importance, then the church in China should not be able to function. 


Significantly, even the Catholic church in China appears to be functioning 
without the benefit of the papacy, although there are Catholics loyal to Rome 
who are suffering for that loyalty. 


Does it really matter if one is baptized by immersion or by sprinkling? Is 
communion in an Anglican, Catholic, or Lutheran church any more or less valid 
than communion in a Baptist, Methodist, or Presbyterian church? 


Clearly the Chinese answer to these questions would be "no". What is 


important is that one is baptized and that the community of faith gathers 
together for communion. Theological interpretations of the sacraments are 
left to personal preference. 


The same is true of ministry. Only in China do ministers of Assemblies of 
God, Baptist, Methodist, and Presbyterian traditions serve together in a 
former Anglican church. [over] 
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This unity is possible because there is mutual respect. No attempt has been | 
made to eradicate denominational differences or to force the churches to 
accept one ecclesiastical tradition. 


With typically Chinese "both/and" logic there has been a tolerance of widely 
divergent views in the church. This is due in part to the Chinese tendency 
towards eclecticism in religious matters. 


This is not the case in the West where there is an "either/or" attitude taken 
towards things religious. Wars have been fought and blood has been spilled 
over which understanding of the sacraments is correct. Over the centuries 
positions have hardened and been given confessional status. 


One cannot expect the western churches to give up cherished theological 
traditions, but is it too much to ask these churches to practise mutual 
respect? Ecumenical efforts in the West have failed at precisely this point. 


In reflecting upon the church in China I cannot help but think that something 
very important is taking place. Perhaps the key to the unity we seek is 
found not in Canterbury, Geneva, and Rome, but in Nanjing, Shanghai, and 
Ningpo. 


There are those who assert that unity in the Chinese church has come about 
only because it is imposed from the outside. When China opens up further, 
they say, we will see denominationalism reappear. 


In response, church leaders in China are quick to point out that the church is 
in a period of transition. The Three-Self Movement and the China Christian 
Council bind separate congregations together, but there is no denominational 
structure as such. 


Yet all of the pastors come out of denominational traditions. This means 
that the theological seminaries are playing a crucial role, for their 
graduates will be the first pastors in China to have post-denominational 
education and ministerial formation. 


Only the future will tell what shape the church in China will take once this 
transition period has passed. 


Should China continue to open up to the outside world, there is the 
possibility that some theological students may go abroad for study. 


If this should happen, serious consideration will have to be given to what 
effect this will have on the church, for most seminaries outside China - 
including those in Hong Kong - are denominationally related. 


Churches outside China will need to be sensitive to the needs of Chinese 
Christians and respect the integrity of their post-denominational church. 


It is too early at this point in time to predict what the future of the 
Chinese church will be in terms of ecumenism and its ecclesiastical structure. 


For the present, however, the church in China is engaged in a bold experiment 
which, if successful, may prove to be a model for ecumenical relations 
elsewhere. [EPS] 
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SHOPTALK (54/14) 


International, ecumenical meeting on southern Africa: Lusaka, 4-8 May: 

Church and anti-apartheid-movement representatives from Europe, North America, 
Australia, Japan, and Africa are expected in the Zambian capital for a 
week-long meeting on southern Africa, with the theme, "The Struggle for 
Justice is the Struggle for Peace". About 40 South Africans and 20 Namibians 
are expected, including people representing church, political, trade-union, 
women's, youth, and student groups. Representatives of groups opposed to 
white-minority South African ruler (ANC, PAC, Swapo) are also expected. 


Journalists who wish to cover the Lusaka meeting in person should contact 
Yvonne Gregory in the WCC Communications Department (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 
20) before the end of April. Headquarters for the meeting is the Pamodzi 
Hotel. Its telex is ZA 44720 PAMHO. Its phone is (260-1) 21 26 20. 


EPS coverage is to be mailed from Geneva on 5 and 12 April. Tell us in 
advance if you have special requirements in terms of deadlines, story angles, 
or telex transmission, and we will try to meet them. Also tell us in advance 
if you want sound bites and/or radio features from our colleagues at Intervox. 


New from WCC Publications (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20): 


A Community of Clowns: Testimonies of People in Urban Rural Mission, 
compiled by Hugh Lewin to mark URM's 25th anniversary (27.50 Swiss francs, 
16.90 US dollars, 10.90 UK pounds). 


Volume III of Churches Respond to BEM: Official Responses to the "Baptism, 
Eucharist, and Ministry" Text (Faith and Order Paper 135), edited by Max 
Thurian (27.50 Swiss francs, 16.90 US dollars, 10.90 UK pounds). It is 
dedicated to the late Eastern Orthodox theologian Nikos Nissiotis, moderator 
of the WCC Commision on Faith and Order in 1982 when the text was released. 


The volume includes 35 responses, from the Greek Orthodox Patriarchate of 
Alexandria, Romanian Orthodox Church, Orthodox Church in America, Apostolic 
Catholic Assyrian Church of the East, [Anglican] Church of England, 
[Anglican] Church in Wales, [Anglican] Church of Melanesia, [Anglican] Holy 
Catholic Church in Japan, [Anglican] Church of the Province of Southern 
Africa, Evangelical-Lutheran Church of Denmark, Evangelical-Lutheran Church 
of Finland, Lutheran Church in Hungary, Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, 
Standing Council of the Lutheran and Reformed Churches of France, 
Evangelical Church of the Augsburg Confession of Alsace and Lorraine, 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of France, Reformed Church of France, Reformed 
Church of Alsace and Lorraine, United Protestant Church of Belgium, 
Presbyterian Church of Rwanda, Church of Jesus Christ in Madagascar, 
Presbyterian Church (USA), Presbyterian Church in Ireland, Cumberland 
Presbyterian Church, All-Union Council of Evangelical Christians-Baptists in 
the USSR, Baptist Union of Scotland, Baptist Union of Denmark, Covenanted 
Baptist Churches in Wales, American Baptist Churches in the USA, Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ) in Canada, Union of Welsh Independents, 
Moravian Church in Great Britain and Ireland, General Mennonite Society 
(Netherlands, the Quakers of Netherlands, Canadian Yearly Meeting of the 
Religious Society of Friends. 


Photo Oikoumene, the WCC photo catalogue, is available to those who request 
it: WCC/Visual Arts, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. Also available are photos 
which may be used with EPS stories. EPS deadlines are on Mondays at 7h00 
GMT. EPS headlines can be telexed to you. We pay for that. You can then 
ask for texts of items you want. You pay for that. EPS printing: this 
issue, 9 April; next issue, 16 April. EPS appears about 45 times a year. 
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CHURCH REPS TESTIFY ON Ecumenical Press 
THIRD WORLD DEBT ISSUES Service 87.04.67 


This item is abridged and adapted from Religious News Service. 


WASHINGTON - When a subcommittee of the US Senate held hearings recently on 
Third World debt issues, one of the three lead witnesses was not an economist 
or a banker, but a Roman Catholic missionary priest working in Peru. 


Thomas Burns told the panel about increasing disease, malnutrition and infant 
mortality in Latin America. He placed blame for those ills on massive debt 
payments that Latin American governments must make to industrialized countries 
and financial institutions. "The poor did not borrow the money, and they have 
yet to benefit from it", the priest testified. "But they are the ones who are 
burdened most severely with its payment - often paying with their lives." 


Burns' appearance was part of an effort underway by religious groups to play a 
role in the complex and troubling question of Third World debt. The groups, 
through the experience of such people as Burns, are stressing the human costs 
of the debt, currently estimated at 1 trillion US dollars. Latin American 
countries owe half of that amount, and now transfer an estimated 30 billion US 
dollars a year to the US. 


While churches are attempting to set a moral tone for the discussions, the key 
players are banks and institutions such as the International Monetary Fund. 
The debt is considered a crisis mainly because of its threat to the 
international monetary system. US banks have loaned out huge sums to poor 
countries, which are now unable to pay them back. 


Religious groups are seeking to add a new dimension to the debate by stressing 
other aspects of the crisis, particularly the threat facing the developing 
world and the responsibility shared by industrialized countries. Burns' 
testimony, last month, was on behalf of Interfaith Action for Economic 
Justice, a coalition of 29 national Christian and Jewish agencies. 


A Maryknoll missionary, Burns recalled that his first glimpse of the debt 
crisis came in mid-1979, when he and fellow priests at a giant parish in Lima, 
realized they were being asked to perform an unusually high number of 
"emergency baptisms" for children in imminent danger of dying. 


The priests kept records and discovered they were baptizing two to three 
children a day in critical condition. The emergency baptisms, Burns said, 
reflected rising infant mortality brought on because the government was 
spending money on foreign debt that otherwise would be spent on health care 
and other human needs. 


Currently, according to the testimony, half of those who die in Peru are under 
five. Two children in five are seriously malnourished, he said, and Peru is 
now plagued by tuberculosis. 


"When I arrived in the parish in 1974, I rarely heard of a case of TB", Burns 
said. "Today, hardly a day goes by without a new case being reported. It is 
an epidemic. To be poor in Peru today is to expect to come down with TB." 


Burns first spoke out publicly on the debt issue in 1979 when he wrote a New 
York Times article under a pseudonym to avoid reprisals by Peru's 
then-military government. In 1980, he gave testimony on the issue in the US 
House of Representatives. He came back two years later to further testify 
before a Senate committee. [over] 
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Just before being flown to Washington for his latest testimony, Burns said, he 
visited Felicita, a 22-year-old polio victim. In 1982 Felicita lost her two 
older brothers, who died of TB. The priest said he has since buried 
Felicita's mother and father, both of whom were also victims of the disease. 


"There is no doubt in my mind that the debt is the cause of their deaths", 
Father Burns said, "because money spent by the government to pay interest to 
foreign banks is money not invested in the health and well-being of the 

poor." He cited an estimate by the social action commission of the conference 
of Peru's Roman Catholic bishops that in their country alone the debt has been 
responsible for the deaths of 20,000 people a year - mostly children. 


While calling attention to the human costs of the Third World debt crisis, 
church groups have been less vocal on what exactly to do about it. This is 
partly because many conflicting solutions have been proposed by other parties, 
and religious leaders acknowledge they lack expertise to recommend specific 
courses of action. 


But in appeals issued over the past few months, churches have set forth 
ethical principles that, they believe, should guide decision makers. For 
instance, the operative term in a 30-page declaration by the Vatican's 
Commission on Justice and Peace earlier this year was "co-responsibility". 


The term was used to stress the view that both creditor and debtor nations 
must share the burdens of debt crisis. That view reflects the conviction by 
major denominations that the huge debt is the result of many factors that are 
not the sole responsibility of Third World nations. 


Among the factors cited are aggressive lending practices by transnational 
banks, unfair terms for commercial trade between the First and Third Worlds, 
ill-conceived international development policies, corruption by ruling elites 
in the developing world, and capital flight from developing countries. 


Religious leaders have made it clear they would favour a combination of debt 
relief for poor nations and help by industrialized countries in renewing 
economic growth and development in places like Latin America. On this score, 
some religious organizations have objected to trade policies that limit US 
imports from poor nations and make it harder for them to generate income. 


Church advocates have also criticized stiff requirements for new Third World 
loans which, in the dizzying debt cycle, are needed to pay back interest on 
the old ones. The International Monetary Fund mandates that debtor countries 
undertake austerity measures such as sharp reductions in social welfare 
spending and devaluation of currency in order to qualify for the loans. 


That the church is already carving out a role in the debt issue was apparent 
in the congressional hearings last month. A House subcommittee began with 
testimony from Milwaukee's Roman Catholic archbishop, Rembert Weakland. 
Subcommittee staff members explained they wanted to start off with an “ethical 
framework" before getting into complex debt-crisis details. 


Following Burns in testifying before the Senate subcommittee was Sally 
Shelton-Colby, an economist and consultant to Bankers' Trust. She began by 
praising the priest. She said he spoke to human dimensions of the issue "in a 
hands-on way that I can't". [EPS] 
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US: Lutheran, RC hospitals agree on joint operation EPS 87.04.68 
MINNEAPOLIS - Two adjacent hospitals here, one Roman Catholic, the other 
Lutheran, have agreed to combine facilities and operate jointly. Overcoming 
differences on bioethical issues reportedly proved the biggest difficulty in 
preparing for the consolidation. The, agreement provides that no abortions 
will be done at the former Roman Catholic hospital, and no elective abortions 
will be done at the former Lutheran facilities. [EPS] 


US: church, labour reps in foreign-policy protest EPS 87.04.69 
WASHINGTON - A group of 79 religious and labour leaders is promoting three 
days of demonstrations here (25-27 April) to protest US policies in Central 
America and South Africa. Among signers of an "Appeal to the People of the 
US" released in connection with the protest, are presidents of two dozen 
labour unions; Methodist, Anglican, Lutheran, Oriental Orthodox, and Roman 
Catholic bishops, and leaders of other denominations; and Alexander Schindler, 
the rabbi who is president of the Union of American Hebrew [Reform Jewish] 
Congregations. [EPS] 


FRG: anti-Aids campaign draws different church responses EPS 87.04.70 
BONN - "A condom is the only life insurance against Aids" according to a 
slogan in the West German (FRG)-government campaign against the disease Aids, 
but the campaign has drawn the fire of the country's Roman Catholic bishops, 
on grounds that it pays insufficient attention to church teaching against 
"intercourse with unknown and changing partners". On the other hand, the 
Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD), which groups the Lutheran, United, and 
Reformed Landeskirchen (regional churches) in the FRG and West Berlin, has 
expressed understanding of the campaign. It says it "speaks to an area of 
life in which the customary standards of the church are perhaps heard, but 
typically ignored with a shoulder shrug." [EPS] 


Ireland: ban on religious exam questions thwarts syllabus EPS 87.04.71 
DUBLIN - Ireland's Intermediate Education Act dates from 1878, and it bans 
questions related to religion on graduation exams for high-school students. 

As a result, a draft syllabus in religious studies drawn up by representatives 
of the country's four main Christian traditions (Roman Catholic - which is by 
far the largest - Reformed (Presbyterian), Methodist, and Anglican) and the 
country's education department has not been implemented. [EPS] 


Britain: Methodists exploring house congregations EPS 87.04.72 
LONDON - The British Methodist Home Mission Division is encouraging 
development of “house congregations", which will worship in homes, not own 
property, but will be under the care of a class-leader from a regular 
congregation in the circuit. A report in the British Methodist weekly, 
Methodist Recorder (2 April) says the house congregations are not meant as an 
"opportunity to assist disaffected Methodists to stay within Methodism", but 
rather "predominantly a missionary exercise to enable new people ... to 
"bridge the gap' between being on the outside and being on the inside of a 
worshipping community." [EPS] 


Two interfaith bodies merge EPS 87.04.73 
LONDON- The World Congress of Faiths and the Interfaith Association have 


merged to form the Interfaith Fellowship of the World Congress of Faiths. 
[EPS] 


US: Methodist bishops call for integrity, anti-racism, peace EPS 87.04.74 
WASHINGTON - About 125 bishops from four Methodist denominations (AME, AMEZ, 
CME, UM) issued (26 March) a call for moral integrity in public and private 
life; work for peace and against racism, help for the poor, homeless, and ill; 
and "spreading scriptural holiness across the world" through mission and 
evangelism. [EPS] 


FRG: church council won't endorse cutting SA bank ties EPS 87.04.75 
LOCCUM - The council of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD, which groups 
17 Lutheran, United, and Reformed regional churches in West Germany and West 
Berlin) has decided that it "can neither join nor agree with the severance of 
relations with banks and industries that maintain business relations with 
South Africa, nor endorse such a step." Meeting here (26-28 March), the 
council was reacting to a decision to end such relations by the Evangelical 
Kirchentag [EPS 87.03.119], the group which organizes an every-two-years 
gathering in the FRG which attracts tens of thousands of Christians and 
others. The EKD council said the Kirchentag "must remain a forum for open and 
fair discussion about the consequences of the Christian faith in our world." 
Noting that “hopes for a quick change" of conditions in South Africa have not 
been realized, the council said "disappointments about this fact should not 
lead to actions about which we cannot be certain that they will help the 
people in South Africa, but which, however, will be a defamation of church 
members in our congregations who are of a different opinion." [EPS] 


Salvation Army guidelines on Aids EPS 87.04.76 
LONDON - The international headquarters of the Salvation Army is preparing 
guidelines for its officers and others in dealing with the disease Aids. A 
report in the army's weekly (11 April) says the army is “also carefully 
examining its health and social services programme throughout the world in an 
attempt to anticipate the increasing demands which may be made upon it." 
[EPS] 


Canada: Anglican, RC bishops oppose capital punishment EPS 87.04.77 
TORONTO - In separate statements, Canada's Roman Catholic and Anglican bishops 
oppose reintroduction of capital punishment, an issue being discussed in the 
Canadian parliament. [EPS] 


Canada: cathedral returning Native artifacts EPS 87.04.78 
VICTORIA - A 65-piece collection of Native artifacts owned by the Anglican 
cathedral here are to be returned to Native representatives or organizations. 
Earlier, a decision was taken to sell the collection to help pay a debt of one 
million Canadian dollars incurred when part of the cathedral building was 
completed. However, following protest, Ronald Shepherd, the diocesan bishop, 
announced the artifacts would be returned to Native people. The monetary 
value of the collection is said to be at least 300,000 Canadian dollars. 

[EPS] 


Denmark: Iraqis in cathedral sit-in EPS 87.04.79 
COPENHAGEN - About 40 Iraqis seeking asylum began an indefinite sit-in in 
early April at the Lutheran cathedral here. They said they fear the Danish 
government will deport them to Syria. [EPS] 


Hungary: Lutherans honour late bishop Ordass EPS 87.04.80 
BUDAPEST - In Evangelikus Elet, the weekly of the Lutheran Church in Hungary, 
acting Presiding Bishop Gyula Nagy has emphasized the LCH's "respect and 
honour" for Lajos Ordass, a former LCH bishop who died in 1978. Ordass was 
succeeded by the current presiding bishop, Zoltd4n Kdldy, in the wake of the 
short-lived 1956 uprising against the communist government. In his statement, 
Nagy referred to the first 15 years of communist rule in Hungary as "a 
difficult era ... in the life of the church", during which "mistakes, 

mis judgments, and blunders were made, and these affected Bishop Ordass and hig 
family, the burden of which he carried to his grave. Since then", Nagy 
continued, "the relationship between church and state in Hungary has developed 
favourably, and ... is being further strengthened in a positive way." Now, 
Nagy said, "we remember ... Ordass - his believing Christian personality, his 
love of the church and the Hungarian people, his valued service to world 
Lutheranism —- with esteem and reverence." [EPS] 


PEOPLETALK: Ecumenical Beings and Doings EPS 87.04.81 


Roberta Riggleman Garrett, a long-time church journalist who was once on the 
staff of the World Council of Churches, died (24 January) in Sydney, after a 
long illness with cancer. For the past 18 years, she and her husband, John, 
had lived in Fiji. 


William Fleming is the new moderator-designate of the General Assembly of 

the Presbyterian Church in Ireland. He succeeds John Thompson as moderator in 
June. Fleming, a parish minister, chairs the Campaign for Concerted Witness 
to Reformed Truth, and was one of the leaders of a campaign which led to PCI 
withdrawal from the World Council of Churches in 1980. 


Pentecosal ecumenist David du Plessis, organizing secretary of the World 
Pentecostal Fellowship, and co-chair (1972-82) of the international Roman 
Catholic-Pentecostal dialogue, died (2 February) at his home in Pasadena 
(California) five days before his 82nd birthday. His ecumenical activities 
caused him difficulties in his own denomination. He was a leader of 
Pentecostal delegations to the World Council of Churches. 


Ecumenical Patriarch Dimitrios I, "first among equals" of the world's 
Eastern Orthodox bishops, is to visit the World Council of Churches 10-14 
December, returning a visit in January 1985 by WCC General Secretary Emilio 
Castro. 


Soritua Nababan, is the new "ompui ephorus" ("'grandfather", or bishop) of 

the [Lutheran] Protestant Christian Batak Church (HKBP). Naban is one of five 
vice-presidents of the Lutheran World Federation, and a member of the 
Executive and Central Committees of the World Council of Churches. After the 
Roman Catholic Church, the HKBP is the largest Christian grouping in mostly 
Muslim Indonesia. Nababan succeeds Gustav H.M. Siaahan. O.P.T. Simorangkir 
has been elected as HKBP general secretary, succeeding P.M. Sihombing. 


Valerian Trifa, an archbishop of the Orthodox Church in America, died in 
Cascais (Portugal) 28 January. He was 72. Trifa was voluntarily deported 
from the US in 1984 following charges that in Romania in the early 1940s he 
was personally responsible for massacres of Jews. 


Jean Skuse, general secretary of the Australian Council of Churches, has 
resigned her post, effective at the end of the year. In April 1988 she 
becomes executive officer of a national working committee preparing the 
February 1991 assembly of the Geneva-based World Council of Churches, to be 
held in Canberra. Skuse is a member of the WCC Executive Committee. 


Elemer Kocsis was consecrated in March as the new bishop of Debrecen of the 
Reformed Church in Hungary. He succeeds Tibor Bartha, who retired at the end 
of last year. Bartha was also ministerial president of the RCH General Synod. 


Onell Soto is the new bishop of the Venezuela diocese of the [US-based 
Anglican] Episcopal Church. He is currently mission information and education 
officer at the denomination's headquarters in New York. He is to be 
consecrated in Caracas 11 July. 


Basil Meeking, on the staff since 1969 of the Vatican Secretariat for 
Promoting Christian Unity, has been named by the pope as the new Roman 
Catholic bishop of Christchurch (New Zealand). 


Amos Stanley Waiaru is the new archbishop of the [Anglican] Church of the 
Province of Melanesia. He continues as bishop of Temotu diocese. He succeeds 
Norman Palmer, who retires in November. [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: “Realising the Freedom and Unity of the Church in Asia’ EPS 87.04.82 


This is excerpted from a section report from the 1985 assembly, in Seoul, of 
the Christian Conference of Asia, which is based in Singapore. It was 
distributed by CCA for use this year in connection with Asia Sunday, 31 May 
[EPS 87.04.83]. 


--. l. There is an urgent need for our churches to engage in a radical and 
thorough act of self-criticism in the light of Jesus Christ, with a particular 
focus on the freedom that He has given us. 


2% Issues of faith and order must not be lost sight of in responding to 
urban rural mission concerns, race and minority issues, and women's concerns 
and other such similar endeavours, in order that our action in these areas 
would not be merely sucked in by ideological forces that may have other goals, 
but rather provide the needed illumination in such areas. 


3. There is a need to elevate the consciousness of our young people on the 
meaning, importance, and necessity of the mission and unity of the church. 
.-++ It would be most helpful if a common book of worship, composed out of a 
genuine ecumenical spirit and arising out of the plurality of Asian 
situations, could emerge in this connection. ... 


4. In the face of resurgent traditional faiths and the powerful challenge of 
secular ideologies, it is imperative that the church engage the other living 
faiths in honest and serious dialogue at various levels .... Genuine openness 
to the depth of meaning, power and mystery of other faiths is needed in these 
dialogues, for mutual enrichment and understanding. 


5 It is quite imperative to be sensitive to new ecumenical ecclesial 
formations in Asia, as perceptive elements at grassroots level in our churches 
identify themselves, and take up the cause of the poor and the oppressed. 

The Holy Spirit may be saying something very significant in these grassroots 
movements inasmuch as they provide us with examples of Christian radical 
obedience, and of Christian unity in creed, worship and service. 


6. There is a need to press for greater unity among Christian churches, 
beyond what currently exists in our various ecumenical relations. We should 
encourage different levels of interaction with the Roman Catholic church and 
our conservative evangelical sisters and brothers, and seek to involve their 
faithful in the appropriate programmes of the CCA. ... 


a. In order to deal with the large issues of justice, peace, freedom, the 
ecological crisis, race relations, the CCA might take the initiative in 
bringing about a structure where the leading lights of Asia's living faiths 
could relate, share, interact, and work together on these regional issues, and 
hopefully bring about concord in the relationships of their faithful at the 
grassroots level. ... 


8. It must also undertake a study of churches in national situations where 
the prophetic ministry of the church has been lulled into comfort and 
complacency by a permissive socio-political and cultural context or where the 
church is confined to operate only within nooks and crannies of the 
socio-political order, in order to find out how the church can really be the 
church in such situations. 


9. Women in Asian societies are among the most widely and systematically 
oppressed, and their oppression does not stop at the doors of the church. 
This is a shameful situation in a sae tip of people who claim to hays the 
freedom given by Jesus Christ. ... [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: "Prayers for Countries and Churches in CCA Region" EPS 87.04.83 


These prayer suggestions come from the Christian Conference of Asia, which is 
based in Singapore. This year, Asia Sunday is being observed 31 May. This 
year’s theme is "realising the freedom and unity of the church." 


AOTEAROA (NEW ZEALAND) - Pray that NZ's contribution to peace in Asia - 

Pacific region may be strong. Remember the peace ministry of the churches, 
their solidarity with the Maori cause and their hopes for greater Christian 
unity from the Council of Churches of Aotearoa to be inaugurated this year. 


AUSTRALIA - Pray that the response of the churches to the demands of mission 
may help establish the Gospel values of justice, peace and unity in church and 
nation. Remember the ACC and the churches: their efforts to get Australia 
play a responsible role in Asia and the Pacific; their advocacy of the 
aborigines, the refugees; their work overseas. 


BANGLADESH - Pray that the end of martial law might bring more democracy, 
political stability, inter-religious harmony and a better life for the poor 
masses. Thank God for the progress of the churches in overcoming their 
divisions in a renewed dedication to the Gospel and the service of the people. 


BURMA - Pray for the growth of unity, freedom, and development in the nation 
and that, the churches, by their own life and practice, might pioneer towards 
a national community in which these are available to all segments of the 
nation. Praise God for the continuing zeal of the churches for 
evangelisation through word and deed. 


CHINA - Pray that China's present policies may ensure all freedoms and 
well-being for her people, and strengthen peace in Asia and the world. Pray 
for the Chinese churches: that the patterns of unity, of relations with the 
world church, of service to the nation, evolving in them might help them to 
speak to the heart of the nation. 


HONG KONG - As the churches share the aspirations and fears of the larger 
community, may they be given the unity and wisdom needed to be at the service 
of freedom and justice as the country moves towards 1997 and beyond. 


INDIA - Lord, help all citizens to see, beyond the mists of the present 
struggles and divisions, the unity of the people of the country and of the 
whole world. Pray for peaceful relations between India and her neighbours. 
May the churches set an example of community where power and wealth are shared 
and used to bring about the total well-being of all. Remember the NCCI, the 
(united) CSI, CNI, the conversations for greater unity between these and the 
Methodists and the Mar Thoma church. 


INDONESIA - Pray that the recent elections might strengthen the government's 
response to the people's aspirations for democracy, development, human rights 
and harmony. May the churches and other religious communities facilitate 
such a climate in national affairs. Pray for the leadership of the Communion 
of Churches in Indonesia. 


JAPAN - Pray that Japan might be a force for peace and development, especially 
among her Asian neighbours. Thank God for the lead of the NCCJ and the 
churches in this matter. Remember the continuing involvement of the churches 
in action for justice and peace in relation to the Yasukuni issue, the 
struggle of the Buraku people, and the fingerprinting of aliens. 


prayers/2 


KOREA - Pray with Korean Christians for peace, unification, human rights and 
democracy in their national life. May the fast-growing church strengthen 
these concerns. Remember those who are detained and tortured, the many who 
pay the price for the nation's economic miracle, those who continue to press 
the cause of the people in the affairs of state. Thank God for the ministry 
of the KNCC in these matters. 


LAOS, KAMPUCHEA, VIETNAM - Pray that the new leadership in VN may pave the way 
for these countries to be free to mend their shattered societies in peace and 
with goodwill from all. Pray for the refugees and other victims of war, and 
for all peace efforts. Remember the small, isolated, church in these lands. 


MALAYSIA - Thank God for the 40 years of service to Christian unity rendered 
by the Council of Churches of Malaysia. Pray that freedom, equality, justice 
and dignity may be available to all sections of the people in the nation. 

Pray especially that religious freedom and the rights of minorities may be 
safeguarded. Remember the work of the churches in Sarawak and Sabah. 


SINGAPORE - Thank God for all moves to secure greater participation of the 
people in the affairs of the nation. Pray that the growing church may foster 
the building up of a just and humane society. 


PAKISTAN - Pray for a speedy restoration of civil liberties to the people, and 
of democracy and respect for human rights. May the churches strengthen all 
efforts to achieve this national vision. Pray for peace in Indo-Pakistan 
relations. 


PHILIPPINES - Pray that the Filipino quest for political and economic 
stability may be realized through the various efforts of the government, and 
that these efforts may result in a lasting peace and the exercise of true 
democracy. May the role of Christians and churches in the changed situation 
lead to greater justice, unity and reconciliation among themselves and in the 
nation. 


SRI LANKA — Thank God for Sri Lanka's ancient heritage, its manifold spiritual 
and material resources and its multi-religious society. Pray for God's 


pardon on all the failures, unfaithfulness, disobedience and sin on both sides 


which have shattered peace in the land, embittered relations between her 
people and impoverished their lives. Pray for the NCC, for all peace 
movements, for refugees: may the churches serve them both, unitedly and with 
courage. 


TAIWAN - Thank God for signs of liberalisation in the political field. 
Praise God for the witness of the Presbyterian Church in Taiwan. Remember 
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the Ecumenical Co-operative Committee. Remember especially the tribal people 


and the work of the churches among them. 


THAILAND - Pray for a stable and equitable society so that areas of poverty 
and human debasement might be removed. May the churches be channels of the 
love and concern of Jesus for Thai people. Pray for the churches" relations 
with their Buddhist neighbours. Remember the refugees in Thailand and the 
ever-present danger of hostilities on its borders. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Robin Gurney: "On Moral Certainty and Church Division" EPS 87.04.84 
Gurney, a former editor of EPS, is now doing church work in England. 


James Anderton, chief constable of Greater Manchester, is a controversial 
personality. His latest foray into national and indeed international 
concerns was a statement in which he says God inspired him to say that 
sufferers from the disease aids were "swirling around in a human cesspit of 
their own making". 


Now, Mr Anderton is not just a policeman and a moralist; he is a committed 
Christian whose spiritual pilgrimage has taken him through from Methodist lay 
preacher to "non-practising" doubter, to his present position of leaning more 
and more towards the Roman Catholic church. 


It is the somewhat dogmatic, albeit virtuous, moral stands he associates with 
Roman Catholicism which to a man with such ideas himself contrast with what he 
describes as the “ifs and buts" of so many statements by church people. 


There are more and more demands in Britain today for clergy or other church 
representatives to "say something" and give a lead on moral issues. 


However, there appears to be a forgotten element in all this. 


A speaker at a recent church conference remarked, "But we are always saying 
these things but we are never reported". 


And, of course, it's true that week-by-week many hundreds of faithful, 
clear-thinking preachers do proclaim the truths of the gospel and uphold the 
moral norms exemplified in the Bible. 


They have always done so. They will continue to do so. 


But with few exceptions, they do not have the ear of the national media and 
are never likely to have their Sunday sermon splashed across the headlines of 
the daily press or be interviewed on national television or radio programmes. 


It is only the outrageous or at least highly controversial comment from highly 
placed or influential clergy which will ever compete with comment from the 
elevated and prestigious position of a chief constable. 


It is very easy to "bash" the clergy or "bash" the church for not saying 
things. 


The problem many times is that things are being said and done which, because 
they are good news are not given the sensational treatment. 


I've never yet heard a preacher say sin is good. 


Mr Anderton may well throw in his lot with the Roman Catholics but it is 
ironic that in the same period he made his press-hitting statement, a revered 
Roman Catholic priest announced he was leaving the active ministry of that 
church and opting out of the system in protest at the slow pace of change 
since Vatican II. 


The church, that divided body of Christ, seems as though only in its divisions 
can it hold all its believers. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Raymond Fung: ‘The WCC and Evangelism’ EPS 87.04.85 


Fung is evangelism secretary at the World Council of Churches. This is 
excerpted from the December issue of his newsletter. 


..- [Defining evangelism,] I put the emphasis on the awakening and reawakening 
of faith ... communication of the Christian faith so that others may move from 
no faith or nominal faith or other faiths to faith in Jesus Christ. This is 
not the whole of mission; only that without it, mission is incomplete .... 


There is much support of the [WCC] evangelism desk; indeed, I can say 
tremendous support, from my senior colleagues to whom I am administratively 
responsible. ... From them, I receive much trust, freedom, access, and 
whatever resources I need to do the work assigned to me. ... 


But, if one is to ask how strong the evangelism agenda is within the WCC's 
ecumenical agenda, my answer ... is, “not at all strong". This is, in a way, 
a very puzzling thing. ... [because] both for churches in the North and in the 
South, evangelism comes high up on the agenda. ... Yet, evangelism does not 
appear on the over-all agenda of the WCC apparatus, nor is it a factor in the 
day-to-day development of its many broad concerns. 


Why is this so? ... From where I sit in the last five years, and not exactly 
as an outside observer, I would opt for the following analysis. It has a lot 
to do with the churches’ expectation of the WCC. Churches or their 
representatives simply do not have much evangelism expectations of the WCC 
organization, whether in terms of sharing what they have in evangelism or 
receiving what others may have. They have other expectations. To be sure, 
churches care about evangelism, but they do not necessarily see it as an 
ecumenical matter. To be sure, church representatives at the WCC would 
protest when they sense the cause of evangelism being shortchanged within the 
ecumenical movement, as they did loudly in the ... assembly in 1983, but they 
do not quite see it in connection with the ongoing business of the WCC as an 
organization. 


Why this puzzling state of affairs? ... I can come up with some ... common- 
sense reasonings. If your church is already doing well in evangelism, but has 
trouble with the government over religious policies or matters of human 
rights, it stands to reason that when you attend WCC meetings, you raise the 
matters for which you need help. Or, if your country is facing massive human 
needs of a material nature, obviously you want to make sure that that gets on 
the WCC agenda. Or, perhaps in your church WCC and anything that has to do 
with it is the province of the "foreign" or "world" department ... [and so] 
your priority at home does not necessarily mesh with your priority abroad. 


Whatever the case, it remains that evangelism does not figure strong in the 
day-to-day, data-gathering and disseminating, decision-making, institutional 
life of the WCC. There is nothing anti-evangelism about it. Only that 
evangelism is simply not part of WCC"s ongoing institutional interest. Once 
in a while, especially in assemblies which occur every other eight or nine 
years, someone would wonder out loud at the absence of evangelism on the 
agenda, and faint echoes would be heard across the hall. However, for lack of 
ongoing institutional interest and preparation, and in the context of an 
agenda which does not expect it, "evangelism" would sound ... too jarring, 
quickly become a "problem" after being worked over by a little discussion from 
all over, and the plea turned into cries of frustration. 


The lack of evangelism expectations from member churches, and the indifference 
to evangelism in the ongoing institutional apparatus of the WCC organization 
...feed on, perpetuate, and justify one another. ... [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Roger Desir: "The Church in Harti" EPS 87.04.86 
Desir is an Anglican priest in Haiti. This is abridged and adapted from the 
Peace Section Newsletter (January-February) of the Mennonite Central Committee 


(21 South 12 Street, Box M, Akron PA 17501 USA). 


Traditionally, when one reads a profile of Haiti one finds something like this 
under the heading "religions": Roman Catholicism, the official religion, 80 
percent of a population of about six million. Protestantism (about 250 
denominations) 15 percent (although lately claiming 40 percent) of the 
population. Animism, popular beliefs: Voodoo, widely practiced. 


Christopher Columbus introduced Christianity in 1492. The pre-Reformation 
church of feudal western Europe was established with its bundle of mediaeval 
popular beliefs and customs, and closely linked with the political interest of 
the motherland. Later, as Roman Catholicism, that church became the dominant 
religion during the period of French colonization and was intolerant of 
competition from other Christian denominations. It considered itself 
superior to the non-Christian religions of the Indians and of the Africans. 


As a social institution it was always on the side of the colonial powers in 
spite of the devotion and concern of isolated individuals or small groups of 
"liberals" who were ostracized. It was the defender of the status quo, 
non-prophetic. It provided no inspiration for change (or conversion) except 
when it meant accepting the colonial point of view. Rather it was 
instrumental in justifying and upholding the colonial structure and policy of 
slavery. 


After Haitian independence in 1804, one had to wait until 1860 for Vatican 
recognition of that, and for the signing of the concordat making Roman 
Catholicism the state church of the new nation. Practically, the church 
continued to play the same social function it had during colonial times. It 
promoted European values, especially French civilization. Christianity was 
perceived by the new ruling classes of independent Haiti more as an ideology 
than a faith, as part of the Western ideal they had to imitate. 


As a result, this type of Christianity was a caricature, a pale reproduction 
of European christo-paganism. It was not mission-minded. It became a very 
useful tool in the hands of the Haitian elite who were striving to identify 
themselves with the "civilized world" and to preserve political institutions 
in accord with the policy of Western powers. 


In such a social context the Roman church did not promote liberty (except 


liberty for herself to be the dominant Its attitude 
towards Voodoo and Haitian culture was 
in spite of the new currents in Europe 
the defence of basic human rights were 


A movement to create a national clergy 


religious factor). 
an extension of colonial policy. And 
and the US, social organizations for 
not promoted. 


developed in spite of many setbacks. 


Their spokesmen saw also Roman Catholicism as a political force they could win 


Over against their "enemies". 
church; 


They accepted the traditional role of the 
to promote an educated and civilized elite according to the canon of 


northern developed countries, and to uphold an authoritarian political system 


which is benevolent to the "poor". 


indigenous "national culture". 


Yet they wished it could promote an 


But the outcome was quite different, partly the result of drastic changes in 
the policy of Roman Catholicism, and the exposure of underlying contradictions 


in the social fabric itself. [over] 


The election of Pope John XXIII, the emergence of liberation theology, the 
promotion of Haitian culture, and the breakdown of traditional social 
institutions under demographic and economic pressure contributed to the 
transformation of the Roman church. It became a church in a "mission 
situation", willing to assume the cultural idiosyncrasies of the believing 
community, prophetic in the face of social injustice, but also a church 
longing for past social prestige, and conservative in relations with the 
"separated brothers" and with followers of Voodoo. 


When US blacks were fleeing the southern US before the US Civil War, black 
Methodists, Anglicans, and Baptists found their way to Haiti - not come as a 
result of "missionary outreach," but rather because of political opportunities 
offered to blacks in Haiti. Receiving some support from abroad, they related 
to the rural population. Methodist and Baptist membership was recruited from 
the upper classes in provincial towns. 


The US occupation (1915-1934) transformed various independent Haitian national 
churches into missionary dependencies controlled by US interests, just as the 
Roman church was serving French interests. They soon became a major factor 
in the promotion of middle class values in both towns and countryside. Money 
and work became important criteria for social promotion. 


Aristocracy gave way to plutocracy. Bribery became commonplace under the 
occupation. Money lost its value as a means of exchange to become a value in 
itself, the work ethic became corrupted by a desire to earn money through 
financial deals of high profit. 


Preaching a very individualistic salvation, Protestantism attacked Voodoo and 
Haitian culture. Yet, like Roman Catholicism, or rather in competition with 
it, it tried to win over the elite. The liberals were sympathetic, and used 

these traditions as a counterweight against Roman Catholicism. They praised 
it for its generosity to the poor, for welfare institutions, and for freedom 

from the autocratic power Roman Catholicism. 


Yet, these churches became dependent on US-based mission boards. Although 
they encouraged native clergy, there was very little lay participation, which 
reflected social prejudice against Haitian culture. 


During years of dictatorship, middle-class Protestants wielded political power 
no better than the traditional Roman Catholic elite. A minority Protestant 
response rose to parallel the liberating current in the Roman Catholic church 
in their commitment to a new Haiti and to the defence of the poor. Thus far 
the power structure of these churches has not changed much. 


We have to read the history of the church in Haiti with a spirit of penitence 
in order to have a genuine renewal of the church united in its common 
commitment to the one Lord. The only condition to offer an alternative to 
Voodoo is to offer an alternative of fulfilment, not of destruction. 


Too often when one reads about the church in Haiti, especially since the 
departure in February 1986 of the "president-for-life," one remains with the 
impression that the church is like a medical doctor whose task it is to treat 
a bedridden patient, the Haitian society. 


A better picture would be to see the church lying next to the patient on the 
bed. The triumphalism of Christendom has been denounced over and over again, 
but what we need now is a systematic uprooting of that evil. [EPS] 
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International, ecumenical meeting on southern Africa: Lusaka, 4-8 May: 

Church and anti-apartheid-movement representatives from Europe, North America, 
Australia, Japan, and Africa are expected in the Zambian capital for a 
week-long meeting on southern Africa, with the theme, "The Struggle for 
Justice is the Struggle for Peace". About 40 South Africans and 20 Namibians 
are expected, including people representing church, political, trade-union, 
women's, youth, and student groups. Representatives of groups opposed to 
white-minority South African ruler (ANC, PAC, Swapo) are also expected. 


Journalists who wish to cover the Lusaka meeting in person should contact 
Yvonne Gregory in the WCC Communications Department (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 
20) before the end of April. Headquarters for the meeting is the Pamodzi 
Hotel. Its telex is ZA 44720 PAMHO. Its phone is (260-1) 21 26 20. 


EPS coverage is to be mailed from Geneva on 5 and 12 May. Tell us in advance 
if you have special requirements in terms of deadlines, story angles, or telex 
transmission, and we will try to meet them. Also tell us in advance if you 
want sound bites and/or radio features from our colleagues at Intervox, or 
photos. 


Moscow Church Herald is a new monthly publication of the Russian [Eastern] 
Orthodox church, published in Russian, English, French, German, Spanish, and 
Arabic. It costs 35 US dollars for one year, 60 for two. Its address is 
Pogodinskaya 20, Moscow 119435. The inaugural issue includes several colour 
photographs, and articles on the theological schools in Leningrad, an 
international Islamic peace confence last October in Baku, Armenia, Moscow's 
Jewish community, icon painting, Saint Nicholas, and Soviet Baptists. 


Photo Oikoumene, the WCC photo catalogue, is available to those who request 
it: WCC/Visual Arts, Box 66, CH-121l1 Geneva 20. Also available are photos 
which may be used with EPS stories. 


EPS deadlines (7h00 GMT): 29 April; 11,18,25 May; 10,24 June. 


EPS headlines can be telexed to you. We pay for that. You can then ask 
for texts of items you want. You pay for that. 


EPS printing: this issue, 16 April; next issue, 23 April. 


EPS appears about 45 times a year. 


KIMBANGUISTS REFLECT Ecumenical Press 
AFRICAN SELF-RELIANCE Service 87.04.87 


This item is abridged and adapted from African Church Information Service (6 
April). 


BRAZZAVILLE (Congo) (Osman Njuguna) - For many African denominations, economic 
self reliance reflects an ideal of independence from mission boards in the 
West. But it may also mean severing financial links - a hard pill to swallow. 


Though many church leaders in Africa oppose heavy reliance on foreign sources, 
few seem willing to take the crucial step towards self-reliance. Among those 
out to prove that the church in Africa can sustain itself is the Church of 
Christ on Earth by the Prophet Simon Kimbangu. 


There are an estimated five million Kimbanguists, especially in Zaire and 
Congo; on the continent, the denomination is seen as a model of 
self-reliance. Its members generate enough finances to meet all their 
material needs using local resources. 


In an effort to share the Kimbanguist approach to self-reliance more widely, 
the All Africa Conference of Churches, through its Selfhood of the Church and 
Frontier Ministries department, recently had the Congo Kimbanguists host a 
weeklong workshop on Christian education. Attracting about 50 participants, 
the workshop considered the theme, "abundant life in the participatory 
community." 


A trip to Kangulwa village, about 130 kilometres north of here, where the 
meeting was held, exposed delegates to a massive Kimbanguist farming 
community. What surprised many workshop participants is that all members of 
the church - ministers, church workers, lay people - participate in the 
farming, some without pay. Apart from what they earn through farm produce, 
the Kangulwa community organizes after-service encounters, where Christians 
donate money for church use. These sessions are held every Sunday afternoon. 


The Kangulwa project is one of many farming ventures Kimbanguists are engaged 
in. Workshop participants also observed intensive Kimbanguist cultivation of 
maize, millet, cassava, vegetables, beans, and cocoa. 


One workshop participant, Luckio Otieno from Kenya, said Kimbanguists are "far 
ahead of many churches - if not leading in Africa - in promoting the 
philosophy of self-reliance among Christians. While many of us in many parts 
of the continent are still in the thinking process, the Kimbanguist church ... 
is seriously implementing the philosophy", he added. 


One church project involved building a church marginalized pygmies, for which 
some Kimbanguists took one month's unpaid leave. And Kimbanguist spiritual 
head Joseph Diangienda-Kuntima told a crowd at the opening of the church that 
the pygmies "have asked us to get them water. This we shall do". 


Among its recommendations, the workshop stressed the need for churches to 
systematically identify places where Kimbanguist village vision concepts have 
been developed, to be emulated by other Christians. Also, said the workshop, 
in its new vision of the village, the African church should help end 
discrimination in all forms - sex, age, race, clan, ethnicity, education, and 
economic status. 


Besides Zaire and Congo, Kimbanguists are found in Burundi, Rwanda, Angola, 
Zambia, Gabon, Central African Republic, France, Belgium, Kenya, and 
Portugal.They joined the World Council of Churches in 1969. [EPS] 


URBAN RURAL MISSION Ecumenical Press 
LOOKS TOWARDS FUTURE Service 87.04.88 


MANILA - The quest of the poor for land rights and the particular plight of 
women under poverty and oppression are high on the list of concerns meriting 
special attention by Urban Rural Mission (URM) in the coming years. Those two 
issues were highlighted again and again as participants at a URM consultation 
here [EPS 87.04.44] reported on what they had discussed in six small working 
groups after listening to testimonies from colleagues around the world. 


Besides celebrating 25 years of URM, the consultation discussed priorities for 
WCC involvement in it. After the meeting, an advisory group stayed on to 
distil its implications for URM programmes and to suggest how lessons learned 
from URM can feed into the 1989 WCC World Conference on Mission and Evangelism 
[EPS 86.08.02, 87.01.01]. Among suggestions about how URM can most effectively 
assist groups working against deep-seated oppression were calls for stronger 
links among persons engaged in similar struggles in different places, for 
continuing analysis of oppressive economic forces, and for persistent 
challenges to churches. 


The presence here of two Senegalese Muslims who work in URM-related programmes 
was a reminder that the struggle to which URM is committed often forges links 
with persons of other faiths. One of them, Mariam Dem Kane, called such 
grassroots work together a starting point for interfaith dialogue. Others 
noted that such things have implications for the "mission" element of URM. 


Kane was one of three people who reflected personally on the meeting at 
closing worship. Another was URM veteran Harry Daniel of India, a former WCC 
staff member now working for the Presbyterian Church (USA). To dramatize the 
importance of local URM work, he asked "church bureaucrats" and "donor agency" 
representatives to stand and "bow in gratitude" to the large majority of 
participants here who are working at the local level. The third speaker - 
Gabriela Silva Leite, who works with prostitutes in Rio de Janeiro - spoke 
movingly of the inspiration of "being with people who are dreamers like I am" 
and of "the personal revolution which must happen in each of us." 


Daily Bible studies - on the Old Testament books of Samuel - were led by South 
African theologian Allan Boesak. On Sunday, participants preached or brought 
greetings in more than 30 congregations in the Manila area. For one small 
group of participants Sunday worship was a special service with a 27-year-old 
Methodist church worker, Miriam Ruth Dugay, held in solitary confinement at 
Camp Crame in Manila. 


Dugay's case - she has been detained without trial for nearly nine months 


despite repeated appeals for her release - was mentioned in a statement signed | 


by participants and presented to President Corazon Aquino's office. Besides 
calling for "the immediate release of all political prisoners in the 
Philippines", it appealed for "dismantling of all vigilante and para-military 
groups, who oppress more than liberate, maim more than heal, and who serve the 
interests of a few." 


Welcoming the presence at the meeting of candidates in the 11 May elections 
representing "grassroot sectors of society which have not previously had a 
voice in such processes", the signers said they were compelled "to cry in 


anguish over the reported arrest and detention of seven volunteers working for | 


one of these candidates. ... On the basis of our faith and mission priorities, 
this URM meeting condemns the arrest and continued detention of the seven 
volunteers of the Fred Repuno for Congress movement; declares our solidarity ; 
with them and calls for an investigation to determine the reasons for their 
detention." [EPS] 


USSR: THEOLOGIANS, SCIENTISTS MEET Ecumenical Press 
ON COMMON SECURITY AND MORAL VALUES Service 87.04.89 


MOSCOW - A fifth "round table conference" of theologians and scientists met 
(here, 18-20 March) to explore "common security and moral-ethical values", and 
to define an orientation for the peacemaking ministry. The meeting was 
sponsored by the Working Presidium of the World Conference of Religious 
Workers for Saving the Sacred Gift of Life from Nuclear Catastrophe, which met 
here in 1982 [EPS 82.05.62]. 


About 100 participants from 35 countries attended, including Buddhists, 
Christians, Hindus, Muslims, Jews, and Sikhs. The meeting included three 
sub-themes - Star Wars (a reference to the US plan for a space-based defence 
against missiles) and the threat to creation, comprehensive security, and 
religions and the nuclear threat. 


The meeting also considered other issues. It condemned the "crime of racism", 
and referred to the threat of nuclear weapons from South Africa. As for the 
Middle East, it said attempts to "counter group terrorism by state terrorism" 
have failed, and that there is no alternative but an international Middle East 
Conference under UN auspices. 


On Central America, it endorsed proposals from the Contadora nations to 
prevent foreign intervention, and to ensure each nation's right to 
self-determination. It expressed hope for a solution to the situation in 
Afghanistan, and supported that country's efforts towards "national 
reconciliation".. [EPS] 


US: LUTHERANS CALL Ecumenical Press 
NAMIBIA CONFERENCE Service 87.04.90 


ST PETER (Minnesota/US) - At Gustavus Adolphus College, here, a 
Lutheran-sponsored, three-day national conference on Namibia drew about 700 
participants who urged freedom for the country through implementation of the 
UN Resolution 435. Two speakers - Namibian Lutheran Bishop Kleopas Dumeni, 
and Andimba Toivo ya Toivo, general secretary of Swapo, the main group 
fighting South African rule in Namibia - charged that their mineral-rich 
country is being held hostage by South Africa, backed by the US. 


Dumeni said that as the principal democratic organization in Namibia, and 
believing that "in Jesus Christ there are no slaves", the church must speak on 
behalf of the Namibian people. "If we do not, then we are unfaithful", he 
said as he referred to incidents of child torture, rape, and detention. 


Ya Toivo, who spent 18 years in South African jails before being released in 
1984, said his groups turned to armed resistance after years of non-violence 
got it nowhere. He appealed for humanitarian aid for the 70,000 Namibian 
exiles under its care in refugee camps in Angola and Zambia. He criticized 
the US policy of "constructive engagement" with South Africa. 


Told that some fear Swapo will make Namibia a Soviet ally on gaining 
independence, ya Toivo responded that "we want to be independent and we want 
to be our own masters. No one will dictate who will be our friends and our 
enemies." 


One bishop present, Will Herzfeld of the [US] Association of Evangelical 
Lutheran Churches, suggested church members join Swapo, thus supporting. it 
with dues. Conference participants wrote letters to their legislators, urging 
them to act on behalf of Namibian freedom. [EPS] 


CHILE: SWAGGART*S COMMENTS ON Ecumenical Press 
PINOCHET DIVIDE EVANGELICALS Service 87.04.91 


This item is abridged and adapted from Latinamerica Press (5 March). 


SANTIAGO (George Sullivan-Davis) - A crusade here early this year by US 
preacher Jimmy Swaggart divided Chile's Evangelicals, many of whom were 
dismayed by his praise for Chile's leader, Augusto Pinochet. 


Swaggart's organization planned the crusade months in advance. Some 200,000 
placards were distributed to be placed in homes and storefront windows. Each 
of the capital's subway cars displayed a large crusade announcement. A huge 
billboard on the top of one of the largest downtown buildings reminded all of 
the preacher's visit. On several occasions, organizers referred to Swaggart 
as "messenger of peace" - the same term used in connection with the papal 
visit. Admission to rallies was free; chartered buses brought participants 
from outside the city. 


Smaller-than-expected crowds were not the organizers’ only problem. Youthful 
members of the Christian Revolution Movement (a fringe group which seeks a 
theocratic government for the country) waved red and black flags and 
interrupted Swaggart with chants. But it was Swaggart's ties with Pinochet 
that divided Chilean Evangelicals. 


During one meeting, Swaggart prayed: "Father, pour out a revival on Chile, 
because despite what the US press has said about this country, here there is 
freedom of worship. ... I want each one of the 500 million television viewers 
in the 143 countries that watch us to know I give thanks to God for the 
freedom enjoyed in Chile." The evangelist met Pinochet at the general's 
summer home, and congratulated him for having expelled the devil in the 1973 
coup which brought Pinochet to power. "History will judge what you have done 
as one of the great events of the century", Swaggart said. 


Many Evangelicals were angered, however, that the preacher failed to make any 
mention of human-rights abuses in Chile, or to acknowledge that the site of 
the crusade, the National Stadium, was used to imprison Pinochet opponents 
immediately after the 1973 coup. Moreover, most Chilean Evangelicals are poor 
peasants or shantytown dwellers. In interviews after Swaggart's visit, they 
voiced disappointment that Swaggart's organization gave only a token donation, 
for a free dental clinic sponsored by Lucia Iriarte, Pinochet's wife. 


The crusade also prompted a letter from Gabriel Almazd4n, founding president of 
the ecumenical Christian Confraterinity of Churches (CCI), which last year 
urged Pinochet to “carry out an act of unselfishness and love for the country 
and immediately begin a process of democratic transition". 


"If we observe this preacher's visit in the light of the parable of the Good 
Samaritan, we could say he represents the priest or the Levite", wrote 
Almazé4n. "Faced with humanity's great needs - in this case those of the . 
Chilean people, who find themselves abandoned on the road, wounded, bleeding 
and dying - he passed by on the other side to the National Stadium ...." And, 
"being a good Roman, he visited and congratulated the emperor on his great : 
battle against the 'barbarians' - Chile's poor." 

Before coming to Chile, Swaggart held a crusade in Paraguay, where he also 2 
said nothing in public about human-rights violations. And before a subsequent 
Swaggart crusade, in El Salvador, that country's Roman Catholic bishops warned 
that such crusades are "used as a political instrument by those who do not l 
want to see a society built in El Salvador that is more in accord with the — 
spirit of solidarity and justice announced by Christ." [EPS] 9 


‘Spiritual formation’ on ecumenical agenda EPS 87.04.92 
IONA (Scotland) - A workshop on "spiritual formation" in church leadership- 
training programmes took place here (24-27 April), sponsored by the Programme 
on Theological Education of the World Council of Churches. Among issues 
discussed by the group were holding together varieties of spirituality in the 
ecumenical fellowship, and viewing all of theological education as an exercise 
in spiritual formation. One goal of the workshop was to initiate a two-year 
study process involving theological schools, to share experiences, promote 
experiments, and strengthen programmes. [EPS] 


SA: ecumenical council names new general secretary EPS 87.04.93 
JOHANNESBURG - Frank Chikane, general secretary of the Institute of Contextual 
Theology, is the new general secretary of the South African Council of 
Churches. He succeeds Beyers Naudé, whose term expires 3 July. The decision 
to appoint Chikane was reportedly unanimous on the part of the SACC's extended 
presidium. Chikane was one of five candidates named for the post earlier this 
year, all of whom played major roles in drafting the "Kairos Document", an 
assessment of the current situation in South Africa sharply critical of many 
church people for being insufficiently strong in opposing apartheid. Chikane 
is a minister of the Apostolic Faith Mission, a Pentecostal denomination which 
does not belong to the SACC. The council includes Independent, Methodist, 
Anglican, Lutheran, Reformed, and Moravian jurisdictions as members. The 
Roman Catholic Church in Southern Africa is an "observer member". [EPS] 


Jamaica: church reps object to SA links EPS 87.04.94 
KINGSTON - An ecumenical coalition of Jamaican church representatives has 
asked 24 local firms with links to South Africa through parent companies to 
cut them. The coalition includes jurisidictions which belong to the Jamaican 
Council of Churches (Methodist, Anglican, Disciples, Oriental Orthodox, 
Baptist, Moravian, Roman Catholic, United, Quaker, Salvation Army) and 
others. The group said it would urge a boycott of products sold by the 
companies if the South African ties were not severed. [EPS] 


US: Presbyterians adopt news services policy EPS 87.04.95 
SEATTLE - The General Assembly Council of the Presbyterian Church (USA) has 
adopted "principles for the work" of the PCUSA Office of News Services. The 
guidelines say the office has "freedom" to "present the facts without 
interference, manipulation, or retribution", that it is to work with 
"integrity", and that it will earn "trust" as it does so. An earlier version 
of the guidelines gave the news staff "editorial freedom", but that phrase is 
not in the version finally okayed by the council. It also amended a sentence 
stating that the office "must be able to function without censorship or other 
limitations". Rather, it is to function "within policies established" by the 
council. [EPS] 


8th "believers' church" conference planned EPS 87.04.96 
OAK BROOK (Illinois/US) - The eighth in a series of conferences which began in 
1955 for members of denominations which consider themselves part of the 
"believers' church" has been set for the Church of the Brethren seminary 

here. According to Melanie May, a Brethren staff member involved in 
conference planning, the approach "will be more the believers’ church 
clarifying its identity in order to make a witness ecumenically". Besides 
Brethren, past conferences have included Quaker, Baptist, Mennonite, 
Disciples, and Pentecostal (Church of God). [EPS] 


Finland: ecumenical prayer, fasting for peace EPS 87.04.97 
HELSINKI - The Eastern Orthodox bishops of Finland have called an ecumenical 
day of prayer and fasting for peace at the New Valamo monastery in eastern 
Finland (13 May). The day includes ecumenical worship led by three bishops - 
Lutheran, Roman Catholic, and Eastern Orthodox. [EPS] 


Asia: worship workshop held EPS 87.04.98 
MANILA — About 85 pastors, church musicians, artists, and theologians took 
part in a regional worship workshop here earlier this year. Co-sponsored by 
the World Council of Churches and the Asian Institute for Liturgy and Music, 
it was one in a series sponsored by the WCC [EPS 86.08.29] to continue and 
advance the spirit in worship reflected at the 1983 WCC assembly, and to 
discover new music and liturgy for church renewal. Participants came from 15 
Asian countries (including Australia and New Zealand), as well as Africa, 
Europe, and the Americas. Japanese theologian Masao Takenaka presented 
theological perspectives using Asian Christian art. Ed de la Torre, an 
activist priest in the Philippines, referred to his prison experiences in 
discussing arts and Spirituality for justice. Malaysian human rights lawyer 
and poet Cecil Rajendra spoke on the role of a Christian poet. Several 
Indonesians demonstrated the use of dance and drama to communicate the 
Christian message. [EPS] 


Christ as world*s hope is theme for 1989 Lausanne conference EPS 87.04.99 
PINE MOUNTAIN (Georgia/US) - "Christ the Lord: The Hope of the World" has been 
announced as the tentative theme for Lausanne 89, an international congress to 
be held in Lausanne (Switzerland) 11-20 July 1989 under the auspices of the 
Lausanne Committee for World Evangelization. About 4000 participants are 
expected for the congress, which is to have four emphases - theology, 
celebration and worship, vision and motivation, and co-operation and 
covenanting. Before the Lausanne meeting, there is to be a series of regional 
conferences, beginning with a meeting (1-10 June) in Singapore of 
"younger/emerging Christian leaders", Other scheduled pre-congress gatherings 
include an Asian leadership conference on evangelism (Singapore, 20-27 
October), an Ibero-American mission congress (Sao Paulo, 23-28 November), and 
a European evangelism consultation (September 1988). The first Lausanne 
congress was in 1974. The 1987-89 budget for the congress and other LCWE 
activities is 21 million US dollars. [EPS] 


WCC sponsors Asian workshop on preparing for emergencies EPS 87.04.100 
DHAKA - An Asian workshop on preparing for emergencies took place here (8-15 
April). Organized by CICARWS, the inter-church aid commission of the 
Geneva-based World Council of Churches, workshop goals included to share how 
church organizations respond to emergencies, and to shape a simple model for 
the role of local chruches in times of emergencies. Scheduled to attend were 
church leaders and relief workers from seven Asian countries, Current CICARWS 
relief services consist mainly of responses to post-disaster situations - 
short-term funding, material aid, and human services - as well as 
rehabilitation programmes. Since 1980, however, the concept of preparedness 
has been emphasized, shifting the focus from external aid to self-reliance. 
[EPS] 


Africans meet on justice, peace, integrity of creation EPS 87.04.101 
BANGUI (Central African Republic) - An ecumenical consultation on "justice, 
peace, and the integrity of creation" (JPIC; here, 9-14 March) brought 
together participants from the Central African Republic, ZaiYre, Cameroun, 
Burundi, Congo, Rwanda, Equatorial Guinea, and Chad. The consultation 
examined some conditions which block JPIC in Africa. Various ways in which 
injustice shows itself were outlined, including the inequality of women, the 
monopolization of power through regionalism and nepotism, the exploitation of 
natural resources, international financial policies, unsatisfactory family 
relationships, church division (due to tribalism, nepotism, and 
power~struggles), cultural inequalities, indifference to others' suffering, 
and interference of external powers, including the use of Africa as a 
testing-ground for armaments. The group urged more in-depth analysis of the 
causes of poverty/wealth, productive use of church land, solidarity with the 
destitute, and church self-reliance [EPS] 


Christian unity week material available EPS 87.04.102 
GENEVA - "The love of God casts out fear", a reference to I John 4:18, is the 
1988 theme of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, celebrated 18-25 January 
or during the period between Ascension and Pentecost each year. Co-sponsors 
of the week are the Commission on Faith and Order of the World Council of 
Churches, and the Vatican Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity.[EPS] 


Boff‘s new book causing controversy EPS 87.04.103 
RIO DE JANEIRO - A new book by Brazilian Roman Catholic theologian Leonardo 
Boff, "The Trinity, Society, and Liberation", is causing controversy. In 
1985, the Vatican Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith imposed 11 months 
of penitential silence on Boff in connection with earlier writings to which 
some took exception [EPS 85.04.27; 86.04.40]. An auxiliary bishop in the 
Roman Catholic archdiocese here, Karl Rommer, charges that the book is 
"ambiguous" and that it includes "concessions, expressions, and affirmations 
incompatible with Christian faith and Catholic doctrine." [EPS] 


Africa: ecumenical consultation on francophone information EPS 87.04.104 
KINSHASA (ZaYre) - A consultation on the future of Christian communication in 
French-speaking Africa has been set for next April, to be attended by church 
leaders and communicators from a dozen or more countries. [EPS] 


US: prominent black clergy linked to Moon activities EPS 87.04.105 
NEW YORK - An article in Christianity and Crisis magazine (6 April) says "the 
Unification Church is now exploiting and buying off ... black clergy to attain 
legitimacy, to implant [UC founder Sun Myung] Moon's theocratic ideas and - in 
collusion with elements of the Christian Right - to derail the black 
progressive movement." Associates of slain civil-rights leader Martin Luther 
King, including Wyatt Walker, Ralph Abernathy, James Bevel, and Joseph Lowery, 
are among those who have appeared at Moon-related events. [EPS] 


US: Lutherans respond to RC bishops on economy EPS 87.04.106 
MINNEAPOLIS - The American Lutheran Church has published a set of 11 essays by 
Lutherans responding to last year's pastoral letter on the US economy, 
"Economic Justice for All", by the Roman Catholic bishops of the US [EPS 
86.12.84]. Charles Lutz, director of the ALC Office of Church in Society, and 
editor of the book, "God, Goods, and the Common Good," said he hopes Lutherans 
and Roman Catholics will study the issues together in local settings. [EPS] 


Norway: comments on interfaith dialogue bring negative reaction EPS 87.04.107 
OSLO — Comments by Wesley Ariarajah, director for interfaith dialogue of the 
World Council of Churches, triggered a debate here which has resulted in much 
media attention to issues of mission and evangelization. In an interview in 
the Christian daily, Vaart Land, Ariarajah said the church should "drop the 
idea[s] that the entire world will be converted" to Christianity, and that 
"all other religions are living in darkness without any experience of God," 
Negative reaction came from Egil Grandhagen, general secretary of the 
Norwegian Lutheran Mission, an independent agency within the [Lutheran] Church 
of Norway. He said Ariarajah's view "undermines the basics of the Christian 
faith, and ignores Christ's missionary order." Ole Borgen, Methodist bishop 
for northern Europe, called Ariarajah, a Methodist minister from Sri Lanka, 
"un-evangelical", and said he "is not representative ... of Methodism." [EPS] 


Latin American Anglicans to meet EPS 87.04.108 
SANTA CLARA (Panama) - For the first time, representatives of all Anglican 
dioceses in Latin America are to meet (here, 11-18 November). The Latin 
American Anglican Congress has been jointly called by the primate of the 
Episcopal Church of Brazil, the presiding bishop of the Anglican Church of the 
Southern Cone of America, and the bishop-president of Province IX of the 
[US-based] Episcopal Church, which includes Latin American dioceses. [EPS] 


World Lutheran ‘mini-summit" on communion, restructuring EPS 87.04.109 
GENEVA — About 150 people related to the Lutheran World Federation - members 
of its four commissions, officers, advisers, staff members, ecumenical 
observers, partner-agency representatives — met here (2-10 April) for a 
"mini-summit". They came to no clear consensus on possible structural 
changes, said priorities must be set (in part because of a budget crunch), and 
generally agreed that the concept of "communion" is a good one for world 
Lutheranism, but that the term needs more study. It was the first time all 
four commissions had met together. [EPS] 


UK: government minister's comment prompts bishops® ire EPS 87.04.110 
LONDON - Rhodes Boyson, UK government minister for local government, has 
prompted the ire of two Anglican bishops by describing "the intent ional 
one-parent family" as "probably the most evil product of our times". Richard 
Rutt (Leicester) said "no clergyman I know of would describe one~parent 
families as evil", and Bill Westwood (Peterborough) said Boyson misused the 
word "evil". Westwood said "Soviet prison camps, and the torture camps of 
South America are what I would call evil." Boyson's comments came in a 
pamphlet written jointly with David Samuel, an Anglican priest who directs the 
Church Society. [EPS] 


SA: ecumenical council reacts to regulations on detainees EPS 87.04.1111 
JOHANNESBURG - Beyers Naudé, general secretary of the South African Council of 
Churches, has reacted to new South African regulations which severely restrict 
what may be said about detainees. "I believe", Naudé says, "the moment has 
arrived where all churches who wish to be obedient to their divine calling 
should say: ‘Thus far and no further.' ... Wherever the church believes it to 
be its duty to pray for detainees, including their release, such prayer 
services should be held. If these actions", Naude continued, “undertaken in 
obedience to God's demand, lead to possible charges and imprisonment, so be 
it. For the church to pay such a price would be far better than to sacrifice 
its moral integrity, and thus betray its divine mission." [EPS] 


China/Portugal: bishop says accord on Macau ‘reasonably good® EPS 87.04.112 
MACAU - The Roman Catholic bishop here, Arquiminio da Costa, says the 
agreement between China and Portugal on the return of the Portuguese enclave 
to Chinese rule on 20 December 1999 is "a reasonably good agreement". He 
added that the "problem is to see if all these promises will be implemented." 
He said that with a loss of government subsidies after 1999, the church must 
become "more a church of the poor". Of the approximately half-a-million 
people in the territory, about two-thirds are Buddhist and Taoists, and 15 
percent "non-religious". Christians are about 10 percent, most of them Roman 
Catholic. [EPS] 


Mozambique: Christian groups spearhead refugee efforts EPS 87.04.113 
MAPUTO - Africa Church Information Service reports Christian organizations in 
four countries - Zimbabwe, Zambia, Malawi, and South Africa - which border 
Mozambique are spearheading efforts to assist 250,000 Mozambican refugees. 
They are among the 4.3 million Mozambicans who are, according to government 
estimates, most seriously affected by attacks from the Mozambique National 
Resistance, a group opposed to the government. The total population of 
Mozambique is about 14 million. [EPS] 


United Methodist bishops say decision on gay pastor not theirs EPS 87.04.114 
ARLINGTON (Virginia/US) - Meeting here, United Methodist bishops said they as 
a group have nothing to say about the appointment of a gay minister in 

Denver. The bishops reaffirmed the UM rule that “if persons are approved 
initially or upon annual review for ordained minister" (as is the situation in 
this case), "the bishop is obligated to appoint them." [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Sophia Bodegon: °The Church in the New Philippines’ EPS 87.04 .115 
Bodegon is a Filipina journalist. 


Two trends mark church affairs as the Philippines moves from a transitional 
government to constitutional democracy. 


First is the continuing clarity with which many parts of the church play their 
prophetic role; second, is the increase in attempts to derail their work for 
peace and justice to instead enlist the Church in a growing anti-insurgency 
campaign. 


Taking one of the clearest church positions on the new constitution, the 
National Council of Churches in the Philippines (which includes Methodist, 
United, Baptist, Independent Old Catholic, Lutheran, Anglican, and Salvation 
Army jurisdictions) endorsed the charter less than two weeks before the 
national vote. 


Signed by General Secretary La Verne Mercado and Chairman Johnny Gumban, the 
NCCP statement said the “best option" for Filipinos was to vote for it. 


The NCCP highlighted "significant gains for the people" in the charter: the 
prioritization of human rights, the setting forth of the vital role of women 
in national life, and the ban on nuclear arms. 


A vote for the draft, the NCCP said, would be in the interest of national 
unity - "our best defence against the possible comeback of the old dictatorial 
regime". It also recognized that the present political circumstances do not 
immediately offer an alternative process to perfect the charter. 


Although the NCCP endorsed the charter, it did so with much criticism. It 
noted that the new charter "does not guarantee our sovereignty as a nation. 
It does not assure for our people patrimony of the country's wealth and 
national resources. It calls for a review of the ... agreement [between the 
US and the Philippines on military bases], but leaves this issue basically 
open", the NCCP said. 


It also suggested that the people's political, economic, and cultural 
well-being is "not completely fulfilled" by the charter. 


For example, it called the land-reform provision "insufficient" in addressing 
farmers' aspirations, and said full grassroots participation in political 
processes is not guaranteed. In a separate paper, the NCCP faulted the 
provision allowing religious instruction in state-run schools. 


Soon after the NCCP statement was drafted, 19 demonstrators were killed in 
violence that marred a rally demanding the distribution of abandoned, 
foreclosed, and sequestered lands. 


"That such a brutal event could happen under the new administration casts 
doubt on the extent and genuineness of the freedom offered by President 
[Corazon] Aquino", Mercado said immediately afterwards. He urged the 
government to "heal the lingering wounds inflicted on the farmers by 
long-standing inequity and exploitation." 


The Catholic Bishops Conference of the Philippines issued a similar call 
during its annual meeting. '"We believe that to work for peace, we must seek 
justice by working towards effective land reform", the bishops said in their 
statement, "The Fruit of Justice is Peace". [over] 


philippines/2 


A group of foreign church people led by Neill Richards of the [US] National 
Council of Churches gave one of the first testimonies before a Citizens 
Commission organized to investigate the massacre. The group said it was 
shocked by the "unnecessary violence of the military and police at the rally". 


Aquino greeted the protests with much concern. Within hours of the incident, 
she summoned to a dialogue leaders of churches and church organizations 
including the NCCP and the [Roman Catholic] Association of Major Religious 
Superiors. 


The meeting resulted in Aquino's granting permission for a protest rally to 
pass close to the gates of the presidential palace, an area strictly off 
limits for a long time. The government agrarian reform minister has since 
then taken more active steps to work out a new formula for land reform. 


In the face of these interventions, however, Roman Catholic representatives 
included words of caution. In its land-reform statement, the CBCP reiterated 
the belief that "it is inconsistent with Gospel values for lay faithful, 
priests, religious brothers and sisters, seminarians and church workers to 
support and join organizations or movements that espouse violence as the road 
to social transformation." 


While preaching against atheistic communism and liberal capitalism, however, 
some influential individuals and groups inside and outside the church seek 
blessings upon a renewed counter-insurgency programme. The drive appears to 
be stronger now that the truce between the clandestine National Democratic 
Front and government has expired. 


Around the time newspaper articles about the evils of communism and the 
allegations that several US-based church groups were heavily influenced by the 
left, the armed forces launched a parish-level campaign. In a move to "forge 
a working relationship for the greater glory of God; a brighter future for the 
people; and a more just, humane and democratic order", the Civil Relations 
Service (CRS) of the New Armed Forces sent out bundles of anti-communist 
propaganda material to parishes. 


The cover letter, signed by Honesto Isleta, acting commanding officer, said 
the "biggest threat" to the country's stability and security is still that 
posed by the Communist Party of the Philippines and its military arm, the New 
People's Army. Isleta said events following the overthrow of former president 
Ferdinand Marcos proved that "truly, the AFP [armed forces] is on the side of 
God, democracy, and the people." 


This view was echoed by Aquino and other advocates for the approval of the new 
constitution. A vote for the charter, they said, was a vote for stability and 
democracy. 


Even before the truce expired, Jaime Cardinal Sin, the Roman Catholic 
archbishop in Manila, said that government may "unsheath the sword" against 
the NPA. Recently he reiterated his support for an all-out military offensive 
against guerillas. 


Within six days from the expiration of the ceasefire agreement, 47 had been 
killed. Among them are 17 civilians, including six children and an 
80-year-old couple who were massacred in their homes by military men. This, 
together with the 19 killed at the farmers' rally and two more shot at a 
workers' picket outside Manila, brings the total of civilians killed in 
massacres to 38 in a span of three weeks. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Antonie of Transylvania: ‘Minorities in Romania* EPS 87.04.116 


In recent months, there have been suggestions by some Hungarian Christians 
that ethnic Hungarians and other ethnic minorities in Romania have less than 
full civil rights (EPS 86.12.03; 87.02.38). In turn, some Romanian religious 
leaders have denounced and denied the charges (EPS 87.02.84; 03.113). 


An area of particular attention is Transylvania, a portion of Romania which 
includes about a third of Romania’s 23 million people. Most of Romania's 
ethnic minorities (Germans, Hungarians, etc.) live there, as do most of the 
country’s Christians who belong to other than the Romanian [Eastern] Orthodox 
Church (which accounts for about 70 percent of the country’s population). 


Until the end of World War I, Transylvania was part of the Austro-Hungarian 
Empire. A part of it was attached to Hungary during World War II, but 
reverted to Romania afterwards. 


Metropolitan Antonie is the Romanian Orthodox hierarch whose geographic area 
of responsibility includes Transylvania. He is a member of the executive 
committee of the World Council of Churches, and of the presidium of the 
Conference of European Churches. 


He gave written answers to written questions. 


Q: How would you describe the ecumenical climate now in Transylvania, 
and how has it changed (if at all) in recent years? 


A: Immediately after the Second World War, we inherited in Transylvania a 
disastrous situation. The Hungarian Horthysts received from Hitler through 
the Vienna Diktatus (1940) the northern part of Transylvania, although 
Romanians there were and are the majority of the population. 


The Horthysts practised politics of hatred, oppression, and destruction of the 
Romanians. They prohibited the use of the Romanian language in public 
conversations, with the authorities, and in the schools. They reintroduced, 
as before 1918, the magyarisation of family and baptismal names, as well as of 
localities. 


Many Romanians, in order to save their lives, were obliged to prove their 
"loyalty" to the Horthyst state by becoming not only Magyars, but also 
Protestants or Catholics. The local civil and parish registers, and the big 
Orthodox churches and cemeteries prove until today that originally the 
population was Romanian and Orthodox. 


But that is only one aspect. In fact, all the Horthyst period of four years, 
was for the Romanians in North Transylvania a long night of Saint Bartholomew 
[an allusion to the massacre of Reformed Christians in 16th-century France]. 


A large number were expelled to Romania in caw-wagons, among them the bishop 
of Oradea, Nicolae Popovici. The bishop of Cluj, Nicolae Colan was insulted, 
beaten, called to the army as a recruit. The Orthodox theological faculty in 
Cluj was closed. Atrocities beyond any imagination were done especially by a 
Horthyst organization having as its slogan: "Be without mercy". 


All these sufferings left after the war an atmosphere which needed to be 
cured, and a long and attentive action of reconciliation began. First of 
all, the Romanians considered, and still consider, that the Horthyst fascists, 
not the Hungarian people, are to blame for what happened. [over] 


antonie/2 


We, the churches, worked from the beginning for reconciliation and brotherly 
co-habitation, in the religious field, in social and political matters, and in 
ordinary daily life. We rejected any kind of revenge, and cultivated love and 
friendship among nationalities and religious confessions. 


In this respect a change has been and still is evident. We live now in 
brotherly ecumenism; we meet at least three times a year, and there is no 
difference of treatment by the state. Magyars, Germans, Jews, etc. and 
Romanians have the same rights and the same duties, and they live together in 
friendship and peace. 


Q: In your experience and judgment, are there any areas at all - social, 
economic, political, legal, religious - in which the de facto situation 
of ethnic minorities in Transylvania or any other part of Romania could 
use improvement? If so, which one(s) and how? If not, to what do you 
attribute these suggestions from Hungarian Christians, including some 
church leaders, that there are? 


A: Everywhere and always, there is room for improvement, for progress, for 
development in all the aspects of the life. We do work together - all the 
nationalities in Romania - for positive changes. In no questionnaire for a 
job, for entering a school, for travelling, in the papers of identity, is 
there mention of nationality or religion. Only citizenship is mentioned. 

On the other hand, when statistics are made, everybody is free to declare his 
own ethnic grouping, to write his name according to his national characters, 
and to go to a school or church in his own language. 


Those who are speaking about religious discrimination in Transylvania are not 
from Transylvania or from Romania. Why do they do it? That is for them to 
answer. If they should be honest, they should confess that they are in the 
service of propaganda searching for tensions and destabilisation. In any 
case, I have to observe that in their declarations they do not give names, 
localities, concrete cases of discrimination. 


But, of course, they could have no examples because there is no Hungarian 
locality in Romania without a church and a pastor, nor any without religious 
services in Hungarian. The same is true of schools, newspapers, theatre, 

etc. In some cases - more than 30 in my diocese - the situation is reversed. 
Because in some localities Romanians were in the past magyarized, schools 
there are today in Hungarian, and the small Romanian Orthodox remnant 
community in these localities does not have schools in its own language. 


Q: What has been the response of Romanian church leaders to the concerns 
raised by their Hungarian counterparts? For instance, have you held 
meetings, or do you plan any? If so, will there be reports of the 
substance of the conversations? 


A: All the church leaders in Romania - Hungarians, Germans, Jews and the 
Romanian Orthodox - have published locally and sent abroad separate protests 
against the allegations of some Hungarian organizations outside Romania, that 
co-habitating nationalities in Transylvania are persecuted. 


If necessary, meetings of religious leaders could be organized, and of course 
the results will be published. But it could only confirm the reality about 
the equal treatment of all the nationalities in Transylvania today. We don't 
need meetings in order to know what everybody knows in Transylvania and in 
Romania. If some from outside do not believe this, we invite them to come 
and see with their own eyes. [EPS] 
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SHOPTALK (54/16) 


International, ecumenical meeting on southern Africa: Lusaka, 4-8 May: 

Church and anti-apartheid-movement representatives from Europe, North America, 
Australia, Japan, and Africa are expected in the Zambian capital for a 
week-long meeting on southern Africa, with the theme, "The Struggle for 
Justice is the Struggle for Peace'"'. About 40 South Africans and 20 Namibians 
are expected, including people representing church, political, trade-union, 
women's, youth, and student groups. Representatives of groups opposed to 
white-minority South African rule (ANC, PAC, Swapo) are also expected. 


Journalists who wish to cover the Lusaka meeting in person should contact 
Yvonne Gregory in the WCC Communications Department (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 
20) before the end of April. Headquarters for the meeting is the Pamodzi 
Hotel. Its telex is ZA 44720 PAMHO. Its phone is (260-1) 21 26 20. 


EPS coverage is to be mailed from Geneva on 5 and 12 May. Tell us in advance 
if you have special requirements in terms of deadlines, story angles, or telex 
transmission, and we will try to meet them. Also tell us in advance if you 
want sound bites and/or radio features from our colleagues at Intervox, or 
photos. 


Moscow Church Herald is a new monthly publication of the Russian [Eastern] 
Orthodox church, published in Russian, English, French, German, Spanish, and 
Arabic. It costs 35 US dollars for one year, 60 for two. Its address is 
Pogodinskaya 20, Moscow 119435. The inaugural issue includes several colour 
photographs, and articles on the theological schools in Leningrad, an 
international Islamic peace conference last October in Baku, Armenia, Moscow's 
Jewish community, icon painting, Saint Nicholas, and Soviet Baptists. 


The Christian Council of Nigeria (Box 2838, Lagos) says it has pictures of 

all church buildings burnt in recent disturbances in the country. It also has 
a list of 74 church buildings destroyed in Zaria and 11 burnt or damaged in 
Kaduna. CCN General Secretary C.0O. Williams also says there is "no truth 
whatsoever" in the information from the Muslim newspaper referred to in EPS 
87.03.118. 


The Swiss church-aid agency Pain Pour le Prochain (Missionsstrasse 21, CH-4003 
Basel) has available two articles on what it describes as a “unique experience 
in the field of trade/labour concerns/consumer issues - the case of the Del 


Monte ‘social clause'‘." 


Photo Oikoumene, the WCC photo catalogue, is available to those who request 
it: WCC/Visual Arts, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. Also available are photos 
which may be used with EPS stories. 


EPS deadlines (7h00 GMT): 29 April; 11,18,25 May; 10,24 June. 


EPS headlines can be telexed to you. We pay for that. You can then ask 
for texts of items you want. You pay for that. 


EPS printing: this issue, 23 April; next issue, 30 April. 


EPS appears about 45 times a year. 
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ASIAN/LATIN CHURCH REPS IN Ecumenical Press 
ECUMENICAL EXCHANGE VISITS Service 87.04.117 


TOKYO - Five-person ecumenical teams from Latin America and Asia spent three 
weeks (15 March-6 April) in exchange visits to six countries in the two 
regions (Philippines, Taiwan, South Korea, El Salvador, Argentina, Chile). 
The teams were from the Latin American Council of Churches and Christian 
Conference of Asia. 


Purpose of the visits, at the initiative of the World Council of Churches, was 
to help the three ecumenical councils and their members "deal pastorally and 
prophetically with the continued and in some cases growing incidence of 
human-rights violations." 


Afterwards, team members met here (7-9 April) for an evaluation. They said "a 
spontaneous feeling of fellowship developed [during the visits] because guests 
and hosts became aware that they were living under similar conditions of 
oppression, and in some cases severe repression. This made for an immediate 
identification between them, and promoted a deepening sense of solidarity." 


They described the six countries as "experiencing similar kinds of violations 
of human rights under military regimes" or as "developing or recovering 
democratic forms of government." 


In a letter to those visited, they said they "cannot forget that persecution 
and suffering continue to mark the lives of our peoples. We harbour the hope 
that the tears of today will nourish the early advent of permanent justice and 
lasting peace. 


"We have learned with dismay and indignation", they continued, "that the 
economic crises, the crushing burden of external debt, militarism, and 
interventionism, the exploitation of the poor and the marginalization of 
indigenous populations impede the realization of the aspirations of the 
people. Yet we know that your prophetic witness bears promise, and is 
fruitful. 


The visitors also prepared 11 recommendations, and findings in the form of 
answers to four questions: 


-~ "How have the churches and Christian communities responded to human-rights 
violations in Asia and Latin America?" (The group found a "very heterogenous" 
response; "in all too many cases, churches have stood back with indifference 
or out of fear of becoming politically involved.") 


- "What have been the risks and obstacles which the churches have had to face 
in the fulfilment of their pastoral ministries and prophetic witness?" (The 
group said the church's "historical legacy ... - in terms of its theological 
roots, the economic, political, and cultural heritage that has been 
transmitted through colonialism, neo-colonialism, and the missionary 
enterprise - has been seen as a major obstacle to the churches' full 
participation in the struggle for human rights and justice.") 


- "What have been the churches' experiences in understanding the obstacles to 
the full realization of justice?" 


- "What has been the churches' role in co-operating with vital forces for 
change and the consolidation of democratic institutions?" ("In general", the 
group said, "... this area of work has been a very difficult one for churches 
... due to the heritage of Christian opinion that Christians and churches 
should 'not become involved in politics'." [EPS] 


Zimbabwe: government minister calls church a partner EPS 87.04.118 
HARARE - Speaking to the annual general meeting of Zimbabwe's Catholic Justice 
and Peace Commission (CJPC), Deputy Prime Minister Simon Muzenda said church 
and government are partners. He urged the church to speak up "if you think we 
are messing the people." The speech reflects a major change from a year ago, 
when the government briefly arrested two CJPC officials on suspicion they had 
shared information on human-rights abuses with Amnesty International. [EPS] 


India: school of ecumenical theology being launched EPS 87.04.119 
WHITEFIELD (Bangalore) - An Indian School of Ecumenical Theology, sponsored by 
the Ecumenical Christian Centre here, is to open next year. The three-month 
intensive courses are to equip theology teachers from India and other 
countries to teach ecumenics (the study of ecumenism). [EPS] 


Sweden: city supports 14 immigrant congregations EPS 87.04.120 
GOTHENBURG - The city authorities have decided to provide funds to 14 
immigrant congregations (Christian and Muslim) to buy books and other 
educational material, and to foster social and cultural work by them. This 

is the first such action by a Swedish municipality. The grants vary from 3000 
to 30,000 Swedish kronor. [EPS] 


Sweden: priests get 40-hour week EPS 87.04.121 
STOCKHOLM - After what Svenska Kyrkans Information calls "a long and partly 
bitter campaign", priests of the [Lutheran] Church of Sweden are guaranteed a 
40-hour work week, with overtime for hours worked beyond that. That decision 
should increase the priests’ salary cheques by 10-12 percent. The SKI report 
also notes that priests’ salaries are "low in comparison with those paid to 
other professions with much shorter studies or training behind them." [EPS] 


Namibia: ecumenical council condemns anti-priest ‘vendetta’ EPS 87.04.122 
WINDHOEK - The Council of Churches in Namibia condemned the "vendetta" against 
Bernard Nordkamp, vicar general of the Roman Catholic diocese here. CCN said 
the South African-installed Namibian government and government-controlled 
media have made "malicious and personal attacks" on the priest. [EPS] 


US: ecumenical council's seed donation stirs controversy EPS 87.04.123 
ATLANTA - Agricultural officials in three southern US states warned farmers 
not to plant seed worth 5.5 million US dollars donated through the [US] 
National Council of Churches. Officials say farmers could end up spending 
more to grow and harvest the seed than the crop will produce when sold or used 
to feed livestock. The NCC seed was donated by seed companies in response to 
problems caused in the southern US by last year's drought. Some agricultural 
officials also questioned the quality of the seeds. The NCC called a news 
conference (here, 16 April), to respond to the concerns and criticisms. [EPS] 


WCC reacts to Sri Lankan developments EPS 87.04.124 
GENEVA - General Secretary Emilio Castro of the World Council of Churches 
expressed (22 April) the WCC's "profound concern over the developments in Sri 
Lanka in the last few days". He said the WCC "condemns the violent acts which 
resulted in the killing of more than 250 people in Trincomalee district and in 
Colombo." He appealed to "all concerned to make every effort to prevent any 
further escalation of violence", and said the council "firmly believes that 
acts of reprisal only exacerbate the situation." He stressed the “urgent need 
for resumption of negotiations for a political settlement", and reaffirmed WCC 
"readiness to support and assist in all possible ways efforts for a political 
solution." He concluded by offering prayers for "all people of Sri Lanka", 
and expressed hope that "peaceful ways will be found soon by which all 
communities in Sri Lanka can live together in justice." The island nation in 
the Indian Ocean has experienced violence between majority Sinhalese and 
minority Tamils in recent years. Most Sri Lankans are Buddhists. [EPS] 


Finland: guidelines on female pastors EPS 87.04.125 
HELSINKI - A male pastor conscientiously opposed to working with a female 
pastor can "step aside" according to guidelines from the pastors' union of the 
Evangelical-Lutheran Church of Finland (SELK). (SELK is expected to ordain 
female pastors from next year [EPS 86.11.37].) The guidelines are advisory, 
and "intended to promote, especially in the initial stages, co-operation 
btween advocates and opponents of ordaining women, and to protect the unity of 
the church." Also, according to the guidelines, those who wish not to be 
ordained with persons of the other sex may request special arrangements, 
although the SELK bishops said last September "it is not appropriate for a 
person who is to be ordained to express demands concerning who may participate 
in the ceremony with him/her." In addition, SELK parishoners are entitled to 
ask any SELK pastor to preside at baptisms, marriages, or funerals. [EPS] 


US: Anglican presiding bishop declines to state sexuality views EPS 87.04.126 
NEW YORK - In a letter to the other bishops of the [US-based, Anglican 
Episcopal Church, Presiding Bishop Edmond Lee Browning, says he has been asked 
to "take a personal, public stand on such matters as blessing non-marital 
sexual relationships, including those of persons of the same sex." However, 
he says he does not believe he should express a view now. Rather, he says, "I 
believe it is my role at this time to hold up for the whole church a model of 
leadership which enables any subject to be discussed among us as long as such 
discussion is within a framework of mutual respect and loving kindness, which 
brings about a pastoral response." Referring to "many minds on this subject", 
Browning says "we must all strive for ... grace to hear God"s voice in this 
discussion. Our responsibility is to be faithful to God"s will, not merely 
bless the status quo." He urges the bishops to join him "actively excercising 
our roles as teachers and pastors" in discerning the denomination's "corporate 
mind ... in matters of human sexuality." [EPS] 


Finland: church-aid agency urges Sami language rights EPS 87.04.127 
HELSINKI - Organizers of the annual "responsibility week" collection of the 
Evangelical-Lutheran Church of Finland (SELK) are urging that the country's 
Sami people (Lapps, descendants of its early inhabitants) have the same right 
as Finnish and Swedish speakers to use their own language in dealing with 
civil authorities, and to have their language rights safeguarded in Finnish 
legislation on church affairs. [EPS] 


Finland: Graham crusade prompts debate EPS 87.04.128 
HELSINKI - US Baptist evangelist Billy Graham's plan to conduct a five-day 
campaign in Finland in August has prompted some debate. Critics have asked 
whether it is necessary to invite a foreign evangelist, who, it is said, 
represents an alien culture and faith. Crusade supporters have rejected the 
criticisms as a manifestation of theological/national self-sufficiency. [EPS] 


Finland: archbishop and tv journalist publish correspondence EPS 87.04.129 
HELSINKI - Correspondence over two years between Finnish Lutheran Archbishop 
John Vikstrém and tv journalist and columnist Eero Silvasti has aroused 
"considerable attention", according to a report from the Information Centre of 
the Evangelical-Lutheran Church in Finland (SELK). Silvasti is described as a 
"doubting questioner, in whose assessment Christianity has lost its 
significance", while Vikstrom is a "believing liberal humanist". [EPS] 


Sweden: bishop contacts 200,000 homes by letter EPS 87.04.130 
STOCKHOLM - Having sent five letters to 200,000 households in Linkoping 
diocese, Lutheran Bishop Martin Lonnebo has published reflections on the 
replies he received. Lénnebo says he worries about secularization in Sweden, 
and hopes to draw those who call themselves "religious, but in a private sort 
of way" into a living relationship with the Christian faith. [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘1987 WCC Pentecost Message’ EPS 87.04.1311 


This message is from the presidents of the World Council of Churches: R. Nita 
Barrow (Methodist, Barbados), Marga Bihrig (Reformed, Switzerland), Paulos Mar 
Gregorios (Oriental Orthodox, India), Johannes Hempel (Lutheran, GDR), 
Ignatios IV of Antioch (Eastern Orthodox, Syria), W.P.K. Makhulu (Anglican, 
Botswana), and Lois Wilson (United, Canada). Pentecost this year is 7 June. 


COME, CREATOR SPIRIT: According to the biblical account of creation, "the 
Spirit of the Lord was moving over the waters" even when "the earth was 
without form and void" (Gen. 1:2). The Spirit was the protecting presence of 
God governing chaos and creating order, "like an eagle that flutters over its 
young, spreading out its wings, catching them, bearing them on its pinions..." 
(Deut. 32:11). The Spirit of God makes possible life on earth and brings order 
out of chaos in the universe. 

It is to this life-giving Spirit of God that we cry, "Come, Creator Spirit:", 
as we see the destruction of forests and rivers and lakes, the total : 
disappearance of certain animal species, and the pollution that results from 
the blind exploitation of the planet earth. The Spirit, like a mother, cares 
for creation and invites humanity to be responsible for the preservation of 
the whole created earth so that future generations can enjoy the blessings of 
God in the bounty and beauty of nature. In impoverishing our own habitat we 
rebel against the caring Spirit of God. Our repentance pours out in our cry: 
"Come, Creator Spirit!" 


COME, HOLY SPIRIT, SPIRIT OF PEACE: Today we celebrate Pentecost, the coming 
of that same Spirit who cares for the whole creation, to abide with the early 
Christian community. The people gathered in Jerusalem were surprised to hear 
the apostles speaking in a strange way. They, regardless of their language or 
nationality, heard the apostles speak of the crucified and risen Lord, the 
Prince of peace, in their own tongues. The apostle Peter declared: "This is 
what was spoken by the prophet Joel: ‘I will pour out my Spirit upon all 
flesh.'" The divisions of Babel are now healed. Communication is now restored. 
The Spirit makes possible mutual understanding, and creates a new community 
committed to the reconciliation of the whole of humankind - a community called 
to make peace and work for the healing of peoples and nations. 


But Babel is still an overwhelming reality in human affairs. We live amidst 
conflicts and divisions, and with wars and rumours of wars. But God has sent 
the Holy Spirit to invite us to overcome human divisions and to work for peace 
and become agents of reconciliation. We cry: "Come, Holy Spirit, Spirit of 
Peace." 


COME, HOLY SPIRIT, SPIRIT OF JUSTICE: In Ezekiel's vision of the Valley of 
Dry Bones, the Spirit of God transforms death into life. "I will put my Spirit 
within you and you shall live, and I will place you in your own land; then you 
shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken and I have done it, says the Lord" 
(Ez. 37:1-14). The forces that work against life in our own societies and in 
the world often make us despair, and we are tempted to acquiesce in the status 
quo. But the living Spirit dwells in us so that we can proclaim the end of all 
injustice and offer our humble service to the cause of life renewed. "Come, 

uu 


Holy Spirit, Spirit of justice and life: 
On this Sunday of Pentecost, let us pray: Come, Spirit of God. It is only 
through your presence that the creation for which you care can be redeemed, 
divisions among humankind reconciled, and justice upheld. In our own strength 
we can do little. In the strength of the Spirit all things are possible. May 


that power of the Spirit endow us, the whole church and the whole of humanity, 
with wisdom and love, grace and power. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Bob Bettson: ‘Letter from Toronto’ EPS 87.04.132 


One strength of Canadian ecumenism, particularly during the past decade and-a- 
half, is the way churches have worked together on peace and justice issues. 
That work, carried out by dozens of hard-working ecumenical coalitions, has 
been dramatized recently in the debate over Canadian government policy on 
refugees, capital punishment, and the treatment of Canada's indigenous peoples. 


On all those issues, Canadian church representatives have been in the 
forefront of groups pressing the government for a just and humane policy. The 
government's clampdown on would-be refugees, many of them Central Americans 
fleeing US policies directed against them, has met with a strong church 
reaction [EPS 87.04.03]. As well as moving swiftly to aid refugees who made 
it to Canada before the crackdown, church representatives were among the most 
outspoken critics of government policy, organizing large rallies like one at 
an Anglican church in downtown Toronto which brought together 1000 people of 
all races and colours to protest the new refugee policies. 


Church people are also leading the battle against the return of capital 
punishment in Canada. Polls show most Canadians support it, but church 
leaders are calling it morally indefensible. 


While social justice issues loom large on the ecumenical agenda, there are 
also many continuing bilateral dialogues between denominations, plus a new 
emphasis on the role of the Canadian Council of Churches, which now includes 
the Roman Catholic Church as an associate member. For the CCC the new Roman 
Catholic presence means major changes. For one thing, the CCC, based here, 
has added francophone staff. It is also revamping the structure of its 
commissions. Ecumenical coalitions, which have carried on much of the social 
justice work, are coming under the CCC umbrella in a new Ecumenical Justice 
and Peace Commission. 


For Roman Catholics, it's too early to tell what impact that membership in the 
CCC will have on ecumenical relationships. Donna Geernaert, of the pastoral 
team of the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops, says it is a learning 
process for both sides. "We are just finding out how decisions are made." 


One of the most interesting bilateral discussions is between United and Roman 
Catholic representatives on abortion, where they are apparently poles apart. 
Still, Hal Llewellyn, United Church of Canada secretary of theology, faith, 
and ecumenism, says the dialogue has had some surprising results. 


A common statement is expected to be released later this year. ''There is a 
lot of mythology surrounding the positions of both churches", Llewellyn says. 
What the statement reflects is understanding and respect for each church's 
position, and its theological base, but not agreement. The next dialogue 
topic is equally challenging: authority, including the pope's, in the church. 


Another issue which looms on the Canadian ecumenical and interfaith agenda is 
the fate of proposals for an interfaith tv network. As a result of recent 
changes, Canadian regulations now allow such a religious network. But plans 
for one have floundered because of financial difficulties and a lack of 
support from Roman Catholic, Anglican and Jewish leaders. 


Now the fledgling network has been re-formed as Vision-TV which will sell time 
to denominations and faith groups, rather than operating on a membership 
model. Canada's leading television evangelist, David Mainse, and his 
Crossroads Christian Communications, are also part of Vision-TV, which is 
likely to appear before the federal regulator for a decision later this year. 
[EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Alan P. F. Sell: "On Ministerial Education" EPS 87.04.133 
Sell is theological secretary of the World Alliance of Reformed Churches. 


... About what do ministers need to be informed? One of the problems is the 
very proliferation during this century of possible subjects of study. 
Psychology of religion, sociology of religion, world religions, ecumenical 
studies, liturgical studies, Christian education - all of these have blossomed 
before our eyes, and pastoral counselling has become something resembling a 
major industry: Small wonder that curriculum planning committees devour so 
much time in so many theological colleges. 


But it is not simply the number of possible ‘course options". It is also a 
question of the highly diverse student bodies which require training in these 
days. A literary - still less a classical - background can by no means be 
assumed in all students; and breadth of background is no bad thing in the 
Christian ministry. In any case, we need not be too starry-eyed about the 
past: when James Martineau participated in a presbytery examination c. 1830 
he noted that some of the fathers and brethren ‘sat through the ordeal gravely 
holding their Hebrew bibles upside down." ... 


In addition to the question of information there is that of format ion. Is 
there a sharp line to be drawn between subjects which are informative and 
those which are formative? On the basis of my own experience, I think not: 
there was nothing more formative than the rigorous yet devout teaching of T. 
W. Manson. But how can we superintend the formation of students when some 
have commitments through marriage, others have part-time employment, others 
commute to campus on only one or two days per week? It is clear that in our 
times few professors have the opportunity (and perhaps fewer still have the 
nerve) of John Brown of Haddington (1727-1787), who visited the lodgings of 
his students between six and eight o'clock in the morning: ‘Not a few were 
startled out of their slumbers by a loud and peremptory challenge, that was 
occasionally helped by a poke from the pastoral staff.‘ 


Again, how are the respective and sometimes competing claims of classroom and 
practice to be balanced? A seventeen-year-old student who entered Idle 
Academy, Yorkshire, in 1818 'preached between forty and fifty times' during 
his first three months as a student, ‘and walked 560 miles for this purpose: 
Contextual education with a vengeance, I should have thought: 


One of my greatest privileges as Theological Secretary of the World Alliance 
of Reformed Churches is to visit Reformed faculties, colleges and seminaries 
around the world where ministers are trained. The challenges concerning 
information and formation are being responded to in many different ways, but 
the challenges are common to all. 


I find that ministerial training is increasingly undertaken in an ecumenical 
context, and that in addition to institutions which have been established as 
ecumenical, an increasing number of Reformed denominational colleges are 
training ministers for churches other than their own. This often requires 
the provision of courses on the history and polity of these other traditions 
in order that their ordination requirements may be met. How important it is, 
however, that students should become conversant not only with their own 
tradition, but with those of others. ... 


Which brings us back to where we began. An educated ministry, yes. But let 
us not forget that God can speak through the humblest saint (whose number 
should include the ministers!). And let us recall that when the Puritans 
spoke of a learned ministry they meant, above all, a ministry learned in the 
things of God. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Ushiroku Toshio: ‘Japanese Christians’ Confession’ EPS 87.04.134 


Ushiroku is moderator of the Kyodan (United Church of Christ in Japan). This 
is a reflection on the 20th anniversary (Easter Sunday, 26 March 1967) of the 
Kyodan’s "Confession of Responsibility During World War II." 


... After 20 years, the confession is subject to criticism from many quarters. 
... The mere proclamation of the confession was not the end of the matter. 
One fruitful result was a covenant concluded with the three Korean churches 
(PCK, KMC and PROK). Furthermore, the union with the United Church of Christ 
in Okinawa (Okinawa Kyodan) was inaugurated. Further reconsideration of the 
union with the Okinawa Kyodan, and the reworking of the covenant with the 
three Korean churches have taken place. 


The forms of guilt confessed by the Kyodan in the confession ... are 
conforming to the demands of the state, approving and supporting World War II, 
and neglecting the appointed task of serving as ‘watchman’ over the state and 
society. Considering the course of the Kyodan during the 20 years since the 
confession was issued, haven't we been making the same kind of mistakes as 
those made during the war years in regard to the relation of church and state? 


The task of reconsidering the union with the Okinawa Kyodan is moving ahead, 
and furthermore, the Fundamental Policy for Social Action is under 
reconsideration. However, progress is slow, and it is difficult to say that, 
based on the confession, all churches are engaged in examining this 
fundamental policy. 


New covenants were concluded with the Korean Christian Church in Japan and 
with the Presbyterian Church in Taiwan, a covenant which had been of an 


unequal nature. Also, a statement of apology was adopted regarding the 
wartime action taken by the Kyodan against former Holiness churches and 
ministers. However, in the midst of this, the extent to which we have come 


to verify the substance of our confession that ‘Jesus is Lord' becomes 
problematic. 


While struggling with the problems of Buraku discrimination, the human rights 
of Korean residents in Japan, handicapped persons, and Ainu, we deeply deplore 
the discriminatory nature existent in us. At the same time, when we take 
action to challenge the direction in which government and society is moving, 
we also acknowledge the same weakness and incompleteness of the confession of 
faith that "Jesus is Lord', as was shown when the Kyodan sided with the state 
during the war years. 


This is conspicuously revealed in the demand for the radical revision of the 
Alien Registration Law and in the campaign to support those who have refused 
to be fingerprinted. 


In the movement to nationalize Yasukuni Shrine, the establishment of National 
Foundation Day (11 February), the Imperial Calendar (Gengo) Legislation, the 
formal visit of the prime minister and his cabinet to Yasukuni Shrine, the 
textbook problem, the enforced singing of 'Kimigayo' and raising of the 
'Hinomaru' flag in public schools, the proposed espionage law, and finally, in 
a series of moves including the abolition of the limit of defence expenses to 
one percent of the GNP, as is stated in the Confession of Responsibility 
During World War II: 


"We are fearful that our beloved country, set in today's problem-plagued 
world, is once again headed in a dangerous direction. At such a moment, we 
seek God's help and guidance so that the Kyodan may not repeat its errors, but 
may rightly carry out its mission in Japan and in the world. ..." [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Aldo Comba: 


"The Morality of Revolving Funds" 


EPS 87.04.135 


Comba is associate director of the Ecumenical Church Loan Fund (ECLOF), part 


of the World Council of Churches. 
the ECLOF newsletter. 


Some weeks ago a visitor to the World Council of 
Churches happened to call into the ECLOF office. He 
did not know much about ECLOF, so he was given an 
outline of the basic mechanism of the ECLOF loan 
system. When he heard that the borrowers repay their 
loans into a national revolving fund, he became very 
excited. ‘That's exactly what's needed”, he said, and 
went on to explain that when he had been working as 
a development officer with refugees in an Asian 
country he had tried to establish revolving funds at 
village level in as many places as possible. Asked 
why, he answered quietly : “Because it helps people 
to lose their begging attitude”. 


Begging is an ambivalent concept. In the history of 
Christianity as well as other religions, there have been 
highly respected and respectable individuals or 
monastic orders who begged for their livelihood. 
However, they were usually beneficial in some 
respect to the society which supported them. Their 
begging was a humble way of putting their lives into 
the hands of a society to whom they offered material 
or other services which that society considered to be 
important. They were not parasites. 


But when a person or a group is unable to engage in 
useful activity, that person or group becomes 
marginalized, parasitic, and therefore compelled to 
adopt a begging attitude, with all the frustration, the 
resignation, and often the moral decay that this 
entails. Helping them means more than giving alms : 
we have to find ways of putting them in a position 
where they can do something useful for themselves 
and for society. There is nothing shameful in being 
dependent on others : the sick are all dependent to 
a large extent, as are many elderly people, and 
children too for a number of years. What is shameful 
is when a person does not want to use (or is 
prevented from using) his or her ability for his or her 
own welfare and for society. 


| remember a former parishioner of mine, an old 
peasant woman of nearly 90, who used to walk to the 
woods every day, coming back a few hours later with 
a couple of edible mushrooms or a small bundle of 
kindling for the fire. It wasn't very much, but it was all 
she could do and she did it : “I’m not yet useless...” 


To enable people to do what they can, to give them 
the possibility of using for their own good and for the 
good of others whatever ability they have (i.e., the 
gifts” they have received from God) — this is the 
kind of aid which helps people to live. Merely giving 
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alms often only helps them to survive. But we do not 
want people merely to survive, we want them to live, 


Seen in this perspective, revolving funds are an 
important means of providing precisely that kind of 
help. They enable people to produce, while at the 
same time providing an easy mechanism for the 
results of their activity to be shared with others. And 
even if the loan originally came from elsewhere in the 
form of a grant, its maintenance as a revolving fund 
depends entirely on the will and labour of the 
beneficiaries and their integrity in repaying the loan. 


In a revolving fund, repayments are not a toll exacted 
by some rich moneylender, but an act of solidarity 
with brothers and sisters in the same area. And vice 
versa, failure to repay is a failure in solidarity with 
fellow citizens and members of the same church. 


ECLOF is generally described as an agency which 
lends money on favourable terms for church and 
development projects. This is no doubt correct, but 
ECLOF could well be described — and perhaps 
should fundamentally be described — as an agency 
which creates revolving funds, replenishing hem 
when inflation threatens to erode them. 


In February 1970, the Board of ECLOF metin Genel 
and adopted the concept of development as it had 
been defined at the previous Consultation in 
Montreux : 


“Development (is defined) as projects which pro- 
mote, in order of importance, first, social justice; 
second, self-reliance; and only in third place, 
economic growth’ 


National revolving funds are a privileged instrument 
in promoting such a policy. This is also the reason 
why ECLOF insists that the National ECLOF Commit 
tees should work hard for timely and correct repay- 
ment of the loans by the borrower into the national 
revolving fund. If this were not so, then the whole 
Montreux philosophy would fall to the ground and the 
beggar/alms-giver relationship would again prevail. 


Fortunately, the great majority of National ECLOF 
Committees are firm supporters of the Montreux 
philosophy. 


Itis Our intention to make the ECLOF system of revolv- 
ing funds better known, and more generously fund- 
ed, so that the services it provides, and the 
philosophy it represents, may benefit a greater 
number of people. |!) 


ECUVIEW/Max Thurian: ‘The Pope's Encyclical on the Virgin Mary" EPS 87.04.136 


Thurian, a Reformed theologian, is a member of the Taizé ecumenical community 
in France, and a consultant to the Commission on Faith and Order of the World 
Council of Churches. This item was translated from French by the WCC Language 
Service. Other reactions to the pope*s encyclical [EPS 87.04.22] have been 
less favourable. 


For example, Italian Baptist Pastor Gioele Fuligno, a member of the WCC 
Central Committee, said "Italian Protestant churches are now faced with the 
dilemma of whether the reaffirmation of mariology will allow them to seriously 
continue the ecumenical dialogue with the Roman Catholic Church." He said 
that unlike Thurian, he thinks the encyclical "will cool ecumenical dialogue 
instead of promoting it. 


"Even the exegesis which characterizes the document is unacceptable, because 
biblical statements are interpreted in the marian interests of the text. 
There was absolutely no need to distract the attention of the churches from 
the serious commitment to peace, justice, and integrity of creation in order 
to get them to debate the theme of the Virgin Mary", he concluded. 


... The first thing to emphasize is that this reflection is deeply biblical in 
character, and illuminated by the great patristic Tradition. It is a text 
which is certain to become a solid base in the ecumenical dialogue on Mary and 
the church. 


Its three parts deal with the mystery of Christ, the mystery of the Church and 
the actual life of the Church and the Christian. Each part has three chapters. 
The first comprises exegesis and meditation on the great texts of the New 
Testament: the Annunciation, the Visitation, the marriage at Cana. The second 
relates the Virgin Mary to the Church, the people of God, the Church's journey 
in its ecumenical dialogue, the Magnificat of the pilgrim Church in this 
world. The third tackles the problem of the intercession and mediation of 
Mary, the Lord's servant, the presence of Mary in church and personal life 
and, lastly, the significance the Pope wishes to give the Marian year. 


The exploration of the full doctrinal and spiritual richness of this 
encyclical will require long and painstaking study. I should simply like here 
to stress a few points which struck me on a first reading. 


Like the Second Vatican Council, the introduction stresses the deep bond that 
unites the Church and Mary "whom she (the Church) venerates as her beloved 
Mother and as her model in faith, hope and charity". Like Mary, the Church 
combines within herself the qualities of mother and virgin: she brings forth 
to the new life children who are conceived of the Holy Spirit and born of God 
and she retains the wholeness and the purity of the faith entrusted to her by 
Christ. 


The first chapter reinterprets the event of the Annunciation in the light of 
the opening blessing of the Letter to the Ephesians (1:4-7). Mary receives the 
new name kecharitomene, "full of grace", and the vocation to be the Mother of 
the Lord incarnate, because of her predestination and election in God's design. 


"In this way, from the first moment of her conception ~ which is to say, of 
her existence - she belonged to Christ, sharing in salvific and sanct ify ing 
grace. ... In the order of grace, which is participation in the divine nature, 
Mary receives life from him to whom she herself, in the order of earthly 
generation, gave life as a mother." Here John Paul II offers a biblical 
explanation which helps in the understanding of a doctrine which has often 
been a bone of contention among divided Christians. [over ] 


mary/2 


On the subject of the Visitation, the encyclical strongly underlines the part 
played by faith in Mary's life. ... The encyclical deals at some length with 
Mary's relationship with the Word of God which she receives and ponders in her 
heart in faith. Living side by side with her Son, whom it is her mission to 
follow, day by day under the same family roof in Nazareth, Mary advances in 
her pilgrimage of faith up to the grievous day of the Cross when that faith is 
united with Christ in his moment of dereliction. Mary is the first of those 
who hear the Word of God and keep it (Lk.11:28); she is her Son's first 
disciple. 


The event of the marriage at Cana offers the occasion and the foundation for a 
very interesting exposition on the maternal mediation of the Mother of God. 
Marys maternal role “in no way obscures or diminishes the unique mediation of 
Christ, but rather shows its efficacy". At Cana Mary brings human needs to 
the attention of her Son. "Her mediation is thus in the nature of 
intercession: Mary ‘intercedes* for mankind. ... At Cana, Mary appears as 
believing in Jesus. Her faith evokes his first ‘sign' and helps to kindle the 
faith of the disciples." 


The words uttered by Jesus from the Cross confirm Mary's maternal presence in 
the Church: "Behold, your son...Behold, your mother"(Jn. 19:25-27). The 
motherhood of the Mother of Christ finds a ‘new’ continuation in the Church 
and through the Church symbolized and represented by the disciple whom Christ 
loved. "Thus Mary, who is present in the mystery of Christ as Mother becomes 
- by the will of the Son and the power of the Holy Spirit - present in the 
mystery of the Church." ... 


The Pope's thinking ... greatly illumines the subject of Mary's mediation, 
setting it at the level of maternal intercession and service to her Son 
through faith, in his work of salvation and sanctification. I believe this 
doctrinal reflection may be very helpful in the ecumenical dialogue, while 
clearly reaffirming the Roman Catholic conviction concerning the maternal 
mediation of Mary interceding for the Church. 


The chapter on “The Church's Journey and the Unity of All Christians" clearly 
shows the ecumenical concern which is a constant feature of John Paul II's 
ministry .... In this part the encyclical highlights all the aspects on which 
Christians already agree in regard to Mary: the texts of the New Testament, 
the early Councils (including Ephesus in 431), the Creeds, the icons venerated 
by Eastern Christians and by more and more Christians in the West. ... 


I believe this encyclical will provide an opportunity for many still-divided 

Christians to reflect on the place of Mary in the mystery of Christ and of the 
Church. If, as seems to be the case, ecclesiology is increasingly becoming one 
of the essential theological areas in ecumenical dialogue, then reflection on 


Mary as the figure and model of the Church will become more and more necessary. 


Lastly, we must mention the Encyclical's very profound meditation on the 


Magnificat which founds the “love of preference for the poor" which the Church ~ 


shares with Mary. ... The third part, on Mary's maternal mediation, again 
stresses the bond between Mary and the Church, a special bond which began to 
develop between the Mother of Christ and the Church at the foot of the Cross. 


With the food for thought provided by an encyclical as rich in biblical 
substance and doctrine as this, there is good reason to hope that the Marian 
year will be a time of deepening faith, spiritual renewal and progress towards 
the unity of all Christians. [EPS] 
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ECUVIEW/Kofi Asare Opoku: “Jewish-African Christian Dialogue* EPS 87.04.137 


Opoku, a lecturer at the Institute of African Studies at the University of 
Ghana in Legon, is vice-moderator of the Dialogue Working Group of the World 
Council of Churches. He was one of 12 Jews and 10 African Christians who 
participated in a consultation in Nairobi last November under the auspices of 
the WCC, the All Africa Conference of Churches, and the International Jewish 
Committee on Interreligious Consultations. 


... The Nairobi consultation was the first of its kind on African soil, and 
its importance lay in the fact that it was unlike previous Jewish-Christian 
consultations that had had a strictly Western agenda, not only because they 
were beclouded and interminably dogged by unpleasant historical facts and 
stark memories, which have marred relations between Jews and Christians in 
Europe in the past, but also because Jewish-Christian dialogue had often 
heretofore limited itself to issues of antisemitism, the Holocaust, and the 
right of the State of Israel to exist. 


The Nairobi consultation was an African agenda, on the other hand, not because 
those other issues were overlooked, but because it started from a point of 
mutual interest and tradition that binds African-Christians to the Jewish 
heritage, a point where both groups of participants had much in common. 


At Nairobi, the participants faced each other without historical barriers, a 
fact that brought a new dimension, even a freshness, to Jewish-Christian 
dialogue. And, right from the beginning of the four-day consultation, there 
was a visibly pervasive and irrepressible anticipation that, through our 
mutual discussions and frank interactions, we would come to understand 
ourselves better and learn from each other. 


We also hoped that the results of our mutual interaction would bear worthy 
fruit and set into motion mutually beneficial relations between Christians and 
Jews, by going beyond the mere exchange of words into concrete and lasting 
sharing. ... It was decided that, as a modest beginning, a small group of not 
more than fifteen participants from each side should be invited to attend. 


Furthermore, it was also decided by the planning committee that topics or 
themes of mutual interest to Africans and Jews should be selected and that six 
papers dealing with these themes should be presented and discussed: "Ancient 
Wisdom in both the African and Jewish Traditions and their Relevance for 
Contemporary Life" ... [and] "Understanding of Scriptures" ... and "Creation" 
... in the two heritages. In addition there was an evening's discussion of 
Ethiopian Jewry .... 


The level of the scholarly exchange of papers was extremely high and held a 
portent of hope for all participants. The high level of the discussions acted 
as a veritable wind that blew a lot of chaff away. They were mutually 
enriching, and there is no gainsaying the fact that both groups of 
participants learned a lot from each other. ... 


Prejudices on both sides were removed, for the deep level at which we 
encountered each other made no difference whether we were Africans and Jews 
encountering each other, and at that level, our differences attracted as much 
attention as the advent of another fly in a slaughter house. And I would say 
that such a beginning augurs well for further inter-religious dialogue. 


At the interpersonal level, Jews from various parts of the world and Africans 
from various parts of Africa spent four days together, sharing ideas together, 
eating together, sharing jokes of all kinds together. The cordiality of the 
atmosphere and the genuineness of acquaintances ... were felt by all. [over] 


dialogue/2 


Even more importantly, I would say that the experience of living together for 
four days was a real and genuine dialogue of life in a short-lived community 
but which nevertheless is the beginning of others to come, for the entire 
group unanimously agreed to meet again. I am sure that it is feelings and 
shared experiences like this that hold the prospect of averting actions on the 
part of other human beings who treat others with no more conscience than a fox 
in a poultry farm. 


The Hebrew congregation in Nairobi ... invited all the participants to an 
exceptionally warm reception ... and this afforded everyone an opportunity of 
making useful local contacts and sharing experiences from the consultation. ... 


The Nairobi consultation marks an important milestone, or should I say, 
dimension to the ongoing Jewish-Christian dialogue. It has made an important 
notch in the northern captivity of the church in the sense that African 
Christians, too, have begun to take part in Christian-Jewish dialogue. 


This is a welcome development, for it will mean that fresh insights, new ways 
of looking at the issue will be added to the Jewish-Christian dialogue and 
the parameters will be widened for our mutual benefit. This means further, 
that the composition of the WCC programmes in Jewish-Christian dialogue ... 
will have to be revised to include Africans and Asians, as well as others who 
do not live with Jews but who nevertheless have a contribution to make to the 
ongoing dialogue. 


Those who argue that people who do not have Jewish neighbours and therefore 
have little to say may also do well to remember that all of us Christians, in 
Asia, Africa, and elsewhere, read the New Testament and are not altogether 
free from some of the obvious anti-Jewish slants in our Scriptures, especially 
the New Testament. 


Furthermore, it seems to me that the concern of Jewish-Christian dialogue must 
begin to be seen in its wider and more realistic context as a human problem, a 
dialogue between human beings, which is meant to lead us to the recognition of 
all human beings, regardless of their faith persuasion or the colour of their 

skins or their national origins, as deserving of dignity and unalloyed respect. 


This wider and realistic context will also teach us that each person on the 
face of this earth is a creature, an individualised expression of the Creator 
whom we all claim to serve. Our service to the Creator is severely diminished 
if we, in our own false interpretation and distorted sense of value, tend to 
undervalue what the Creator in his own wisdom has created, 


One idea from the ancient wisdom of Africa, which I want to share with Ny 
readers, concerns the Akan symbol of the Siamese Crocodile. This symbol has 
enormous possibilities, not only for interfaith dialogue, but also for 
bringing respect and understanding among all the peoples of the world, by 
recognising our respective individuality but at the same time acknowledging 
what we have in common that sustains and holds us together. The crocodiles — 
have two heads, two tails and a common stomach. The common stomach indicates 
that we all, regardless of our separate identities, share an identity of 
common interest. 


M, 


» 


I leave you with this symbol and the enormous possibilities it provides for 
the attainment of peace in our divided and increasingly violent world and pra 
that God may bless all of us and use us as agents to bring about greater and. 


core harmony, co-operation, and unity among all the peoples of the world. 
EPS 
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Keston College (Heathfield Road, Keston, Kent, BR2 6BA, England) has published | 
brief reports on “the churches’ social work" in the GDR (East Germany), the 


Soviet Union, Hungary, and Czechoslovakia. 


New from WCC Publications (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20): Risking Christ for 
Christ's Sake: Towards an Ecumenical Theology of Pluralism, by M.M. Thomas. 
It costs 13.50 Swiss francs, 8.95 US dollars, 5.50 UK pounds. 


The new (April) issues of two WCC quarterlies have appeared. The Ecumenical 
Review focuses on "Christianity and Culture", marking 40 years of the WCC 
Ecumenical Institute. International Review of Mission focuses on its own 75th 
anniversary, with 44 selections from previous issues. Copies of either or 
both are available from WCC Publications, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


Moscow Church Herald is a new monthly publication of the Russian [Eastern] 
Orthodox church, published in Russian, English, French, German, Spanish, and 
Arabic. It costs 35 US dollars for one year, 60 for two. Its address is 
Pogodinskaya 20, Moscow 119435. The inaugural issue includes several colour 
photographs, and articles on the theological schools in Leningrad, an 
international Islamic peace conference last October in Baku, Armenia, Moscow's | 
Jewish community, icon painting, Saint Nicholas, and Soviet Baptists. 


The Christian Council of Nigeria (Box 2838, Lagos) says it has pictures of 

all church buildings burnt in recent disturbances in the country. It also has 
a list of 74 church buildings destroyed in Zaria and 11 burnt or damaged in 
Kaduna. CCN General Secretary C.0. Williams also says there is "no truth 
whatsoever" in the information from the Muslim newspaper referred to in EPS 
87.03.118. 


The Swiss church-aid agency Pain Pour le Prochain (Missionsstrasse 21, CH-4003 | 
Basel) has available two articles on what it describes as a “unique experience. 
in the field of trade/labour concerns/consumer issues - the case of the Del 


Monte ‘social clause'." 


A provisional WCC calendar of meetings is available on request to EPS. 
Photo Oikoumene, the WCC photo catalogue, is available to those who request 


it: WCC/Visual Arts, Box 66, CH-121l Geneva 20. Also available are photos 
which may be used with EPS stories. 


> = oe ee Oe 


EPS deadlines (7h00 GMT): 18,25 May; 10,24 June. 


EPS headlines can be telexed to you. We pay for that. You can then ask 
for texts of items you want. You pay for that. 


A 
j 
i 
EPS printing: this issue, 30 April; next issue, 6 May. a 
3) 
EPS appears about 45 times a year. § 
q 


Pets a 


AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS Ecumenical Press 
CHAPLAIN REFLECTS ON ROLE Service 87.05.01 


LUSAKA (Zambia) (Steve Askin) - A decade of deepening church involvement in 
the struggle against apartheid, South Africa's system of race separation with 
white-minority dominance, provides a backdrop for the ecumenical conference 
here (4-8 May) on the struggle for justice in southern Africa. 


That is the view of Fumanekile Gquiba, the Anglican priest who is chaplain to 
the African National Congress. A long-time ANC member, Gquiba became chaplain 
last year, reviving a post which the movement had not filled for many years. 


Next year, with financial support from the Lutheran World Federation, the ANC 
is to send four members, possible future chaplains, for theological studies. 


The ANC founders in 1912 were inspired by religious faith. Its anthem, Nkosi 
Sikelel'IAfrica (God Bless Africa), is a Christian hymn. 


Yet the church and ANC were estranged for many years, Gquiba says, because 
"the white church was co-opted" while most of "the black church was totally 
useless, could not move, had no vision". 


The deaths of 600 people in the 1976 Soweto student revolt shocked much of the 
church out of apathy, Gquiba says. He spoke with passion of the church's 
transformation in the decade since, as new religious leaders were "raised by 
God himself to be his instruments." 


Gquiba acknowledges that many Christians, including so prominent a figure as 
Anglican Archbishop Desmond Tutu, who share the ANC goal of non-racial 
democracy, express misgivings about its involvement in armed struggle against 
apartheid. 


The ANC respects their views, he says, but reminds them that it reluctantly 
moved towards limited military action only after 49 years of non-violent 
resistance was met with deepening repression from South Africa's white rulers. 


Christians who believe World War II was a just war against fascism should 
apply the same principle to South Africa's fascism (apartheid), Gquiba argues. 


Such differences on tactics are less important, suggests ANC national 
executive committee member Thabo Mbeki, than the deep rejection of apartheid 
which increasingly permeates South African religious life. 


Mbeki notes that the South African Council of Churches and Southern African 
Catholic Bishops Conference play a crucial role by organizing against 
apartheid, seeking justice for an estimated 30,000 political detainees and 
Supporting detainees' families. 


Internationally, Christian pressure is a major inspiration for the movement, 
seen as vital by Mbeki and other ANC leaders, to impose comprehensive 
Sanctions against South Africa. 


Mbeki said meeting here can deepen the links between the global church and the 
anti-apartheid struggle. He hopes the church people will emerge from it with 
an even "more serious and meaningful activist stance". 


Church leaders have clearly voiced their opposition to apartheid, Mbeki 
notes. Now, he says, it is the time for direct and concerted action on a 
greatly expanded scale. [EPS] 


KENYA: GOVERNMENT REPS Ecumenical Press 
ATTACK CRITICAL BISHOP Service 87.05.02 


ELDORET - Kenyan politicians, including cabinet members and officials of Kanu, 
the country's only legal political party, criticized the Anglican bishop here, 
Alexander Muge, for his attack on alleged human-rights violations in the 
country. They were especially angered by broadcast reports that in a Palm 
Sunday (12 April) sermon Muge said there are worse human-rights violations in 
Kenya than in South Africa. Speaking at a rally here, they called Muge a 
stooge of South Africa, and urged Christians to disown him. They said were he 
in some other countries, "he would have been wrapped up in a sack and thrown 
into a lake." One minister said the bishop goes frequently to South Africa 
(against the law for Kenyans). 


Muge has reportedly said he stands by his Palm Sunday sermon, though other 
reports have him denying the human-rights comparison between Kenya and South 
Africa. "I have no foreign master", he said. "The only master I have is Jesus 
Christ." Also, according to a front-page story in the Kanu daily, Kenya Times 
(24 April), Muge has criticized Kenyan Anglican Archbishop Mannases Kuria, as 
having been "imposed" on the denomination by political forces. Kuria is among 
church leaders who have praised Kenya's human-rights record. 


The National Council of Churches of Kenya has been asked what it thinks of 
Muge's views. Robert Ouko, Kenyan minister for planning and national 
development, asked, "Is it by design or default that the NCCK has remained 
silent on the controversy?" Kanu is demanding an “unconditional apology". 
Twenty-eight priests in Muge's diocese released a statement supporting him. 
"Truth will always prevail", they say, “and we would like all people in Kenya 
and abroad to know that our bishop has total and unqualified support from the 
clergy and laity in the entire diocese." [EPS] 


BRAZIL: RACE, AIDS SAID Ecumenical Press. 
TO CAUSE CHURCH TENSIONS Service 87.05.03 


RIO DE JANEIRO/SAO PAULO - Separate reports last month in the London-based 
weekly The Tablet, and the Lima~based weekly Latinamerica Press, suggest race 
and the disease Aids are prompting disagreements in Brazil's principal 
denomination, the Roman Catholic Church. 


The Tablet reports black Brazilians were to have been the subject of next 
year's Roman Catholic educational campaign, but there are now moves to have a 
more general theme - “marginalization in society" in which blacks would be 
simply one element. The magazine reports these suggestions have angered the 
growing movement of black pastoral workers. if 


Latinamerica Press describes Brazil's Roman Catholic bishops as "deeply 
divided over public-education programmes" for Aids prevention. Paulo Evaristo 
Arns, archbishop of Sao Paulo, is a vigorous supporter of a government 
programme offering explicit instructions about preventing Aids. He also t 
announced his archdiocese would receive financial help from two British * 
development agencies to build a hospital to treat Aids patients (EPS 87.04.27). 


On the other hand, Eugenio de Aradjo Sales, archbishop of Rio de Janeiro, M 
says campaigns like the government's condone “disordered human behaviour", and 
incite immorality in the hope of reducing the spread of the disease. 7 


Other archbishops have reacted similarly. Serafim Fernandes de Araujo (Belo | 
Horizonte) said "Aids was born of an ethical problem, and will not be resolved 
with medical advice on hygiene." Jose Freire Falcao (Brasilia) said society ~ 
must face Aids as a "consequence of moral decadence". [EPS] 


Greece: bishops to Ecumenical Patriarchate in church-state row EPS 87.05.04 
ISTANBUL - Four bishops of the [Eastern Orthodox] Church of Greece were here 
(21-25 April) to discuss possible reunion with the Ecumenical Patriarchate. 
The Church of Greece is considering formally requesting reunion because of 
objections to a new Greek law which affects church administration and lands 
(EPS 87.04.45). The 78 Greek diocesan bishops met at the end of last month on 
the issue. [EPS] 


Scotland: ecumenical church assembly proposed EPS 87.05.05 
ST ANDREWS - A conference of more than 200 people from nine Christian 
traditions in Scotland (Reformed (Church of Scotland, Congregational, United 
Free), Roman Catholic, Anglican, Baptist, Quaker, Salvation Army, Methodist, 
United (URC), Eastern Orthodox) has proposed to "go forward together" with 
formation of a Scottish Assembly of Christians - an every-two-years "meeting 
place for those who have responsibilty and authority in the churches", and 
also for "as wide a spectrum as possible of church membership." [EPS] 


US: more church-related shareholder resolutions than ever EPS 87.05.06 
NEW YORK - According to the Interfaith Center on Corporate Responsibility, US 
"church investors are proposing more social-responsibility shareholder 
resolutions to more companies than ever before in the 16 year history of the 
church corporate-responsibility movement" - 165 resolutions challenging 122 
companies on issues such as investment in South Africa (the focus of about 
two-thirds of the resolutions), weapons production, treatment of women and 
minorities, the environment, the "world debt crisis", marketing of infant 
formula, and employment practices in Northern Ireland. ICCR Executive 
Director Timothy Smith said "the combined economic power of the churches and 
these [giant public and private] pension funds poses an unprecedented 
challenge to US business to be socially responsible." [EPS] 


India: theologically trained Christian women recommend EPS 87.05.07 
WHITEFIELD - The Association of Theologically Trained Women of India are 
recommending a "10-year policy plan" to help assure "full effective 
participation of theologically qualified women in the total life of the 
church", especially in terms of recruitment, endorsement, and funding. ATTWI 
counts more than 300 theologically trained Christian women in India. [EPS] 


Egypt: veil-tampering rumours fuel interfaith tensions EPS 87.05.08 
BENI SUEF - US-based EP News Service reports "a rumour that Christians had a 
secret spray that made crosses appear on Muslim women's veils has led to 
clashes" between Muslim fundamentalists and Christians" in Egypt. [EPS] 


Guatemala: bishops warn refugees to delay return EPS 87.05.09 
GUATEMALA CITY - Guatemala's Roman Catholic bishops have issued a letter to 
Guatemalan refugees living in Mexico not to return to the country till there 
are "verifiable guarantees that the security forces will respect the physical 
integrity of those repatriated and of their families." [EPS] 


Ghana: government newspaper criticizes some church leaders EPS 87.05.10 
ACCRA - In a four-part editorial, the Ghanian Times, a government newspaper, 
criticized some church leaders as "anti-nationalists". It said, for example, 
that while they used to pray for the colonial government, they now refuse to 
pray for leaders of the independent nation. It also objected that some 
boycotted (and encouraged others to do so) an ecumenical service in connection 
with independence anniversary celebrations. Many anti-nationalist church 
leaders, it said, are known to be immoral and corrupt. It said some 
Manipulate overseas church aid money, and build big houses for themselves. It 
suggested the government form bodies to ensure that church-aid funds are 
properly used, and to protect "nationalist" church leaders from harassment by 
"reactionary" colleagues. [EPS] 


Zambia: president appeals for church help in economic crisis EPS 87.05.11 
LUSAKA - Zambian President Kenneth Kaunda has apppealed to the church in the 
developed world to help his country overcome a grave economic crisis involving 
growing unemployment and rapid inflation. (The Zambian kwacha has lost about 
90 percent of its value in the past 18 months.) Kaunda said there is a 
"worsening trend of malnutrition and starvation, especially in the urban 
areas." He asked overseas church help to "establish small-scale industries on 
a wide scale." He said mission stations could become centres for job creation 
and "appropriate technology". [EPS] 


Uganda: tribal tensions reported over bishop's appointment EPS 87.05.12 
GULU - Tribal tensions have reportedly arisen in connection with the 
appointment of Martin Luluga as an auxiliary bishop in the Roman Catholic 
diocese here. Luluga comes from a province across the river from here. 
Opponents say they want a "son of the diocese" to be appointed, and charge 
that Luluga's appointment is a way for the Verona Fathers (Italian 
missionaries) to maintain control of the church in the area. Four priests 
have reportedly been suspended by Diocesan Bishop Cyprian Kihangire because of 
their role in the opposition movement. Venesio Cona, provincial-superior of 
the Verona Fathers, said “people who want to advance the cause of tribalism 
are using us as a scapegoat." [EPS] 


China: first nuns-in-formation in 30 years EPS 87.05.13 
BEIJING - The official Chinese news agency reported that for the first time in 
30 years, there are Catholic nuns in formation. Reportedly, 12 young women 
took vows to become nuns at a church here last 22 March, before a congregation 
of 3000, and in the presence of the diocesan bishop, Michael Fu Tienshan. 
(Links between the Vatican and the Roman Catholic Church in China were severed 
in 1958.) [EPS] 


South Africa: multiracial Reformed district formed EPS 87.05.14 
STELLENBOSCH - A combined Ring (district) consisting of delegates from the 
Dutch Reformed Church (NGK, for whites), the Dutch Reformed Mission Church 
(NGSK, for persons officially classified as of mixed race), and a congregation 
of the Dutch Reformed Church in Africa (NGKA, for blacks) has been formed 
here. It is to function as the official body to regulate joint activities of 
the three denominations in the area. Decisions of the joint Ring need 
approval from the separate Rings before they can be put into effect. [EPS] 


US: Seamless Garment Network Clearinghouse formed EPS 87.05.15 
CHAPEL HILL (North Carolina) - Seamless Garment Network Clearinghouse has been 
formed to promote discussion and action involving those specially concerned 
about peace, and opposed to abortion and the death penalty.. The group's name 
comes from a 1983 phrase by Joseph Bernardin, the Roman Catholic archbishop of 
Chicago. He said opposition to abortion, nuclear arms, and capital punishment 
is a pro-life "seamless garment". Among those who have spoken favourably of 
the network are Baptist (SBC), Mennonite, and Roman Catholic representatives. 
[EPS] 


Sweden: Lutheran bishops ask steps toward recognition EPS 87.05.16 
STOCKHOLM - The 13 bishops of the numerically-dominant [Lutheran] Church of 
Sweden have written to other Swedish denominations urging closer ecumenical 
co-operation. "We feel that at the present time", the bishops wrote, "we have 
gone so far towards understanding the nature of Christian unity that we are ~ 
prepared to take one step further towards fellowship.'"' The bishops asked for 
ecumenical discussions to increase "the understanding and proximity between — 
the churches ... with the goal of mutual recognition and church community." — 
The bishops also suggested doctrinal discussions, especially on issues which > 
have divided Christian traditions. [EPS] 


US: Reformed theologians urge less jargon EPS 87.05.17 
PITTSBURGH - Meeting at the seminary of the Reformed Presbyterian Church in 
North America (here, 26-28 March), about 30 Reformed theologians said that in 
the context of "theological training for nationals", they need to "develop 
ways of presenting the truths of the Reformed faith at a pouplar level, in 
writing, preaching, witnessing, and Christian education, in language that 
communicates effectively to people who are unfamiliar with the ‘jargon' of our 
our own ecclesiastical subculture." [EPS] 


Kenya: man found crucified; denies alleged suicide EPS 87.05.18 
MOMBASA - David Mugo, who was found nailed to a cross in a suburb on Good 
Friday (17 April) denied in court (21 April) he tried to commit suicide. He 
also denied an alternative charge of offensive conduct and breach of the 
peace. Several church leaders condemned Mugo's act. Nicodemus Kirima, the 
Roman Catholic diocesan bishop here, called the act "foolish". Manasses 
Kuria, the country's Anglican archbishop, said Mugo's act reflected hysteria, 
which needs to be checked. George Wanjau, the country's Presbyterian 
moderator, said such pain would help neither Mugo nor anyone else. Two people 
are said to have been paid by Mugo to crucify him. Police prevented him from 
crucifying himself in 1984. He said his crucifixion was to thank God for 
saving his life three times. His case was to be heard further this month. 
[EPS] 


Namibia: church leaders ask Botha for meeting to end war EPS 87.05.19 
WINDHOEK - Anglican, Lutheran, Roman Catholic, Methodist, and Reformed 
(Congregational) church leaders asked twice last month for a meeting with 
South African President P.W. Botha. Botha responded to the first request by 
agreeing to a meeting, but excluding any discussion of the role of South 
African troops in Namibia. He also said the meeting should include people 
from the six parties in Namibia's South-Africa-sponsored, church-condemned 
"interim government". The church leaders replied that they wanted a meeting 
with Botha without others present and without pre-conditions. Their 
initiative for the meeting coincides with reports of increased atrocities by 
South African troops in northern Namibia, and reports of heightened activity 
in white farming areas by Swapo, the main group fighting South Africa in 
Namibia. [EPS] 


Canada: church leaders express concern on US policies EPS 87.05.20 
TORONTO - Canadian church leaders used the occasion of last month's summit 
(5-6 April) between US President Ronald Reagan and Canadian Prime Minister 
Brian Mulroney to express concern about US policy in Central America, and its 
response to environmental problems caused by "acid rain". Leaders of Canada's 
principal denominations signed joint open letters on both issues. They urged 
Mulroney to press Reagan to "abandon the curse of intervention and obstruction 
[in Central America] and provide clear support for the Contadora [peace 
process]."" The leaders said the "acid rain issue could do serious harm to the 
traditional hospitable relationship between Canada and the US. The time for 
US action to reduce acid-rain emissions is long overdue." [EPS] 


Canada: Gandhi attack is controversial EPS 87.05.21 
TORONTO - David Horrox, a conservative Baptist who is a local school trustee 
in a suburb near here, touched off a controversy by criticizing a proposal to 
name a school after Mahatma Ghandi, leader of the Indian independence 
“struggle. Horrox called him a "crank" with a shallow philosophy and an 
obsession with bowel movements and enemas. About 1000 angry protesters, 
including many Hindus, attended the next school-board meeting to demand 
Horrox' resignation. A member of Canada's human-rights commission asked 
Horrox to apologize. Jack Roberts, the Anglican priest who chairs the local 
interfaith council, said Horrox had undone hard work by local church and 
community leaders to create racial harmony. "Even for Christians", Roberts 
said, "Gandhi is a Christ-like figure. He's a saint for us as well." [EPS] 


Kenya: controversial minister retires EPS 87.05.22 
NAIROBI - Timothy Murere Njoya, a Presbyterian Church of East Africa minister 
transferred to a parish about 200 kilometres away from here after comments in 
a sermon prompted a negative government reaction [EPS 87.03.120], has decided 
to retire (20 years early) rather than accept the transfer. He said that 
would leave him with a clear conscience to serve God in some other capacity. 
However, his presbytery declined to accept his retirement. [EPS] 


Kenya: youth question denomination's opposition to medicine EPS 87.05.23 
NAIROBI - Some youth in the Akorino Church have started a campaign against 
their denomination's teaching that the sick should not take medicine. Akorino 
youth leader Joel Njiba said youth want to press church leaders to abandon the 
teaching because many innocent children have died because of it. [EPS] 


Namibia: ecumenical council condemns German sub plans to SA EPS 87.05.24 
WINDHOEK - The executive committee of the Council of Churches in Namibia have 
condemned the "flagrant transgression of the UN arms embargo" involved in the 
secret sale of submarine construction plans by a government-owned company in 
the FRG (West Germany). The CCN statement said "the supply of any arms to 
South Africa threatens international peace and security in this region." The 
FRG government has said the submarines will be used only for defence 
purposes. South African controls neighbouring Namibia. [EPS] 


Norway: church and state disagree on church needs EPS 87.05.25 
OSLO - The government ministry for church affairs wants to cut four million 
Norwegian kroner from the salary budget of the [Lutheran] Church of Norway 
(NK), but church leaders aren't happy. Andreas Aarflot, the NK bishop here, 
responded that on the contrary, 300 new NK posts are needed. Harald Bekken, 
an NK pastor who is an official of the ministry, said the country's current 
economic situation makes the bishop's proposal unrealistic. Moreover, he 
said, the courts were ordered by the Storting (the country's parliament). 
Kirsti Kolle Grondahl, the minister, said the bishops should draw up 
priorities to facilitate budget-cutting. Aarflot said he would not accept 
this attempt by the government ministry to interfere with his episcopal 
responsibilities. Several other of the 11 NK bishops have responded 
similarly, stressing that NK pastors do much more than a minimum number of 
pastoral duties. [EPS] 


Norway: church council expresses concerns on religious liberty EPS 87.05.26 
OSLO - The Council on Foreign Relations of the [Lutheran] Church of Norway 
(NK) has expressed "deep concern over the numerous and severe breaches of the 
basic rights of religious groups and individuals" in many parts of the world. 
It said efforts to secure religious liberty will be a central task in years to 
come. The council mentioned in particular Albania, the Soviet Union, the 
Middle East, and Ethiopia as countries and regions were people are persecuted 
for their faith, and South Africa, Namibia, Chile, Central America, the 
Philippines, and the US as countries and regions where the church and 
individual Christians have problems because of their witness in questions of 
society. [EPS] 


Norway: church gives hesitant approval on fertilization bill EPS 87.05.27 
OSLO - The National Council of the [Lutheran] Church of Norway (NK) has given 
hesitant approval of a bill on "test-tube fertilization" coming before the 
Storting (the national parliament). The council said such techniques are only 
justified when ovum and sperm originate from a married couple, and when the 
fertilized ovum is returned to the same woman. The 15-member council rejected 
the freezing of fertilized ova, and were divided roughly equally on the 4 
question of whether sperm donors in cases of artificial insemination can be 
other than the husbands of the women in question. [EPS] 


Norway: campaign to ‘release Bible from pietist prison’ EPS 87.05.28 
OSLO - In an ecumenical campaign, "The Bible Open for All", the Norwegian 
Bible Society proposes to "release the Bible from its pietist prison". The 
society challenged 22 ad agencies to compete in producing the best Bible ad 
series; winners of the competition are now appearing in major national and 
regional newspapers. Also part of the campaign is a colour magazine sent to 
every Norwegian home, untraditional Bible programmes on Norwegian tv, Bible 
weeks, Bible exhibits, and marathon Bible readings. [EPS] 


Norway: mission society split threatened on ordained women EPS 87.05.29 
OSLO - Last December, the board of the Norwegian Lutheran Inner Mission 
Society, a major independent agency within the [Lutheran] Church of Norway, 
voted to end the society's official objection to the ordination of women. As 
a result, NLIMS Assistant General Secretary Asbjorn Nordgaard resigned, and 
several regional leaders considered doing the same thing. Subsequently, the 
board reconsidered, and, by a 12-3 majority, declared women's ordination 
“against the word of God" (though five of the 12 said that wording was too 
strong). NLIMS Vice Chairman Nils-Tore Andersen observed that it was not 
worth splitting the organization on the issue. He stressed that regional and 
local NLIMS bodies remained free to coo-perate with female pastors. An 
article in Vaart Land, Norway's leading Christian daily, spoke of the 
society's "slalom" on the issue, and said it was "not credible" that the board 
opposes women's ordination, but allows its workers and associations to 
co-operate with ordained women. [EPS] 


China: denomination withdraws from university role EPS 87.05.30 
ZHAN JIANG - The small Mission Covenant Church of Norway (DNM) has withdrawn 
from its leading role in a university programme here, which it undertook in 
1984 (EPS 85.03.69). Responsibility now rests with the International 
Christian Chamber of Commerce, based in Brussels. Original plans were for a 
12,000-student university covering all academic fields. In late 1985, plans 
were scaled down to 5000 students and a university concentrating on oil 
technology, electronics, and business administration (EPS 85.11.23).[EPS] 


Britain: identity, ministry on Baptist agenda EPS 87.05.31 
LONDON - Identity and their understanding of ministry are being discussed by 
British Baptists these days. The Baptist Times weekly reports the identity 
question "has come to the fore in the light of ecumenical developments", and 
due to pressures on some congregations to “adopt authoritarian leadership 
structures on the model of oversight more familiar to" Roman Catholics and 
Anglicans. The newspaper also reports that "new movements to share ministry 
among all the people of God" has led to a "proliferation of locally-appointed 
ministers. This has put our understanding of 'ministry' in a state of 
confusion, by reason of the multiplication, the variety, and the relation to 
the Baptist Union Accredited List of ministers." [EPS] 


| Pope honours three Spanish nuns; causes controversy EPS 87.05.32 
ROME - A papal decision to beatify (declare blessed) three Spanish nuns killed 
by left-wing forces during the Spanish Civil War has caused controversy. Ina 
Vatican ceremony, the pope described the three as the first martyrs of the 
1936-39 war. He said they were killed "out of hatred for their Catholic 
religion". The process of beatification was begun when Francisco Franco, who 
came to power because of the civil war, ruled Spain; the process was halted 
when he died in 1975. The pope restarted the process in 1983, Critics say 
the murders had more to do with politics than religion, and not church 
sympathies for the right-wing side during the war. [EPS] 


Kenya: officials look into alleged missionary swindle EPS 87.05.33 
NAIROBI - Police are looking into charges that US missionary William Gebrosky 
has swindled local gemstone dealers of 11 million Kenyan shillings. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Gerhard Linn: ‘Observations on the Church in Cuba’ EPS 87.05.34 


Linn, is secretary for education for mission in the Commission on World 
Mission and Evangelism of the Geneva-based World Council of Churches. He 
visited Cuba 4-11 March. 


... I had three opportunities to meet representatives of the Roman Catholic 
Church, once the religion of the vast majority of the population of Cuba. 


In the Church of the Sacred Heart, one of the few Roman Catholic churches of 
Havana being kept open all day, I met a Jesuit priest of Spanish nationality 
who had worked for a long time in northern Argentina. 


He told me that there is a new slightly growing interest among the young and 
adult persons to get to know the content of the Christian faith, 330 persons 
have enrolled for a course in basic doctrines of Christianity which is held 
every Wednesday, [and] the so-called popular religions (African animistic 
background) play a major role in Cuba. 


These observations were confirmed by the [Roman Catholic] archbishop of 
Havana. ... He talked to us with some optimism about the relations between 
state and church and indicated that the ecumenical relations to the member 
churches of CEC [= Ecumenical Council of Cuba] were “polite ones". 


... He told us that at the time of the revolution the Roman Catholic Church in 
Cuba had 700 priests, of whom only one third were Cubans. Now they have only 
210 priests, but half of them were ordained after the revolution so that more 
than two thirds of the priests now are Cubans. 


(A Protestant friend said to me, "They have few priests, but they are of 
quality.") ... 


I was told that there are about 30 different Protestant denominations in Cuba 
which altogether have around a hundred thousand members, more or less one per 
cent of the population. Those various denominations count altogether one 
thousand pastors or preachers. 


Only 14 denominations are member churches of the CEC, but since the 
association of Protestant pastors (300 members) and the Baptist co-ordination 
group for study work - a strong pressure group within the two Baptist unions — 
belong to the council, the influence of the council reaches far beyond its 
official membership. 


The official membership is rather colourful - covering traditional 
denominations like Presbyterians, Methodists, and Anglicans and some 
Pentecostal communities as well as some autonomous Cuban communities. 


Saturday night I visited a worship service of a Pentecostal Holiness 
congregation in Marianao, a congregation of 26 members who meet in a small 
room open to the street. During the service more and more people joined. By 
the end, we were at least 40 persons in the overcrowded room which at times 
seemed to burst under the noisy but joyful enthusiasm of praise, song, and 
music. Everybody had the chance to contribute. 


Another morning I participated in an Anglican eucharist held with and for 30 
persons scattered in a cathedral with seats for at least 400 people. What a 
difference. 


— 


And in the evening again another type of worship - a Methodist eucharist ... 
in a small chapel in Santa Fe held in a family-like atmosphere. [EPS] A 


ECUVIEW/Johan Heyns: "A Dutch Reformed View of South Africa‘ EPS 87.05.35 


Heyns is the new moderator of the Dutch Reformed Church (NGK), the principal 
white denomination in South Africa. He was interviewed by South African 
journalist Hennie Serfontein, who began with a question about a recent NGK 
document, "Church and Society", which includes an introductory chapter on the 
country's basic "problematiek" ("problem situation"). Serfontein's questions 
have been edited and abridged. 


Q: It states that the problematiek in South Africa lies in the composition 
of a diversity of races, languages, and groups equalled nowhere in the 
world. The sub-sections of the first chapter could just as well have been 
written by somebody of the department of information of the government, 
because it is based on the philosophical view of South Africa consisting of 
ethnic minorities, which is existing government policy. Other people would 
say the essential problem of South Africa is a white minority which 
manipulates or controls a black majority. By not stating it in this way, 
does that not reflect a philosophical inclination towards apartheid, 
separateness, or diversity, call it what you will? 


A: ... We tackled it in a phenomenological way, looking at the situation, 
saying this is the background which is also the problem situation of South 
Africa, where you have a variety of cultures, languages, groups. In this 
situation you must determine what is the task of the church. We thus first 
drew an anatomy of the situation. And the conclusion that it could just as 
well have been written by a politician or whoever looks to me to be a very 
unfair conclusion, as if some political influencing took place. ... I deny a 
prior predisposition in favour of apartheid in those first five pages. You 
can indicate nowhere that it is glimmering through. ... The first five pages 
are by way of a background sketch. It is simply as I have explained it - a 
phenomenological analysis of the given situation. ... 


We have ... said there is urbanization, there is migration. There is a 
diversity in language competence. And there is a diversity in literacy. 
There is a diversity in the economic situations of the various people. There 
are socio-political differences present. And also with regard to the 
religious situation in South Africa, there is a kaleidoscopic difference. 

That is the given situation. I do not think that one who wants to deduce from 
that a prior predisposition in favour of apartheid understands what this 
phenomenological analysis means. 


Q: But nowhere do you mention here, even by implication, the existence of 
the deeper political conflict, the revolutionary situation, the grievances, 
the unrest, the emergency situation. 


A: We talk of tension. In paragraph 16 we give an analysis of the 1980 
census, from which it clearly appeared that 67 percent of the total population 
has a black language as home language. 


Q: But the basis of your presentation of the problematiek is that because 
there are 15 or however many ethnic groups, and that that is the basis for 
all tension in the country. But that does not reflect the reality, for in 
fact, there is a power conflict between a majority and a minority. Nowhere 
is it stated that the whites have a political monopoly, military control; 
that people are in exile; that there is a military conflict in Namibia, in 
South Africa. Does that not give all reason for people to claim the section 
could just as well have been drafted by the information department, or by 
the right-wing Conservative Party leader Andries Treurnicht, or by State 
President P. W. Botha? Anyone who believes in group identity as a priority 
principle, will be satisfied with your problematiek. [over] 
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A: Fortunately, not one of the above-mentioned gentlemen drafted it. It was 
drafted by 14 theologians and ministers who believe it is a well-balanced and 
objective presentation of the situation and the role played by population 
composition, population growth. ... Granted, we did not spell it out in 
detail. ... We wanted to keep the ... report under 70 pages. We could not 
expand on detail. But I still believe that here we have ... all the elements 
from which appears a clear picture of the problematiek in South Africa. 


Q: But the tension in South Africa is not because there are people speaking 
Xhosa, Zulu, and Afrikaans. The tension is because blacks are resettled 
forcibly, arrested because of the pass laws, removed because of the Group 
Areas Act, are not sitting in parliament. That is the main reason for all 
the tension. That does not say the factors you mention are not elements of 
the problem. But they are subordinate, secondary factors, are they not? 


A: ... Church and Society is not a perfect document. Perhaps we should give 
consideration to a second document. But at this stage, we evaluate that we 
have here is sufficient to come eventually to the heart of the matter, namely 
what is the task and the function of the church in such a society. 


Q: The way I read Church and Society is that the NGK is in favour of 
separate educational facilities for each language and each race. 


A: We tried to make a declaration of principle. For the NGK over the years 
it was an important principle that education must be Christian. So, it says 
in Church and Society that “education in schools must also have a Christian 
character which is based on the Bible and which is founded on Bible 
instruction." ... The second idea is that education has to do with cultural 
transfer. You draw your ... students from a specific volk (nation), from a 
specific milieu. To them you give education. And along with that, from the 
very nature of it, a specific cultural transfer is involved with it. And it 
is here that the concept of "Christian nation" is expressed. 


We did not express ourselves about ... organizational aspects of education. 

We tried here to take a stand on principle. We said that the education of 

the various population groups should be of equal value. The point at issue is 
not inferiority, or rather the protection of white education because it must 

be superior with regards to the others. At stake is not that. At stake is 

a statement in principle which ... is as valid for every other volk. [Each 
other volk, accepting these principles, can apply it just like that. 


Q: But this still boils down to separate education, does it not? 


A: We did not express ourselves about it. It can be practically implemented 
in several ways. 


Q: Can there be mixed schools with different languages of instruction, but 
one school, to help reduce racial tension by building bridges? 


A: That will possibly not work. But about that the synod did not express 
itself. ... In this long list of statements which we made about Christian 
national education is not one single statement with regards to the practical 
manner in which it must be implemented. 


Q: But it would not be wrong to say the preponderance of this all is 
against so-called integrated schools. 


A: It looks like that, yes. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Kate Phillips: ‘A Look at Frank Chikane* EPS 87.05.36 


Chikane is the new general secretary of the South African Council of Churches 
(EPS 87.04.93). Phillips is a staff member of Christian Aid, a division of 
the British Council of Churches. This profile was first published last year. 


"There are two people I would have suggested you should meet concerning 
tomorrow's South Africa. You've already discovered one of them."" Advice 
from a local ‘expert' is always welcome when one is trying to come to terms 
with the nightmare of South Africa, even more welcome when the resident 
specialist confirms your own conclusion. 


The person my South African journalist friend was talking about was Frank 
Chikane. When we first met in Johannesburg last September he was in the 
middle of court hearings as one of 16 leaders of the United Democratic Front 
charged with "high treason", a charge that was later quashed by the court, 
against him and all his co-defendants. 


He was also helping to put the finishing touches to the Kairos document, a 
theological comment on the political crisis in South Africa that has marked a 
new chapter in the history of people's theology. 


Signed by himself and 150 other expert and lay theologians, after lengthy 
discussions within individual communities, it has stunned thinking Christians 
world-wide by its intelligent and uncompromising honesty on the issues of 
justice and violence. 


Kairos, meaning 'the moment of truth' has had a dramatic impact in South 
Africa's black townships. ("It's like the Bible. People carry it 
everywhere. It is empowering them in their struggle. They feel God is on 
their side"). 


For when he is not facing the rigours of South African detention or harassment 
Frank Chikane is director of the Institute for Contextual Theology, trying to 
make the church real as it seeks to minister to 80 percent of its members 
whose whole experience has been one of oppression. ... 


But it is only part of the commitment Frank has made in his personal search 
for just rule in South Africa, a commitment which stems back to his student 
days. 


Repeatedly detained, imprisoned, in solitary confinement, tortured, his 
family's home in Soweto petrol-bombed, it should come as no surprise that 
since 12 June 1986, Frank's whereabouts are unknown, that he is either 
detained, or in hiding, or in exile, or worse. 


It is not surprising but it is shocking, nonetheless, that one of the people 
who should be at the heart of constructive, meaningful change in South Africa 
has, effectively, been brutally silenced once more. 


Frank and his wife would be the last to express surprise. His life, like 
that of many others, is itself a testimony to the struggle for freedom Frank 
is not sure he will live to see. 


For this gentle, soft-spoken but vibrant figure, barely 35 years old, has 
never had any illusions about the days ahead. 


"I have no hope. Bishop Desmond (Tutu) would differ with me badly for saying 
I have no hope, because he feels a Christian must always have hope. But I am 
becoming realistic that there is no hope for peaceful change. [over] 
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"Change will come but how can you talk about peaceful change when the war is 
on and the army is occupying the townships. The future in this country is 
very bleak. You cannot resolve the question without removing apartheid 
completely. Instead, we have blatant racial discrimination as part of the law. 


"As far as I'm concerned peaceful change is out - it's out not because I want 
violent change but because that is the reality. The Botha regime can only 
change when it is put under pressure by the people. If you accept oppression 
they (the government) will relax. They will pull back their army and go back 
to base and continue oppressing you. 


"People are determining the pace and rate at which our liberation will come. 
It is amazing and crazy the way the young are prepared to die. Though they 
have differences with church leaders they haven't abandoned the church and are 
more likely to be in church now than in the past. 


"But the structure of the church reflects society. It's morality is completely 
cockeyed. 


"People think in terms of love and charity. They haven't thought a thing 
about justice. And if you touch that you touch their base and they begin to 
react. Primary sin has eluded the church. The only thing they can see is 
what is secondary. 


"Tt is fine to condemn racism and apartheid. But if you condemn and do not 
act against the system you are not actually doing anything. 


"Church people are very honest. They think they are doing their level 

best. They would be surprised to learn otherwise. What we need to do is tc 
help them realize that they need to look again at their perception of life, 
because it can inhibit the actions of God. 


"you cannot reconcile good with evil. You cannot reconcile the oppressed 
with the oppressor. You cannot reconcile the devil with God. There is no 
way in which you can have reconciliation without removing sin, because 
reconciliation only happens when you deal with sin and say: ‘This is 
unjust. This is sinful.' 


"you confess your sins and you are reconciled with God. Reconciliation can 
only take place in the context of repentance. You don't just meet with Both: 
and say: ‘Please don't kill our people'." 


Inside the church and beyond, Frank is a peacemaker who knows the cost of 
peace-making. Once, when he was in prison, he was tortured for 48 hours. 
He still cannot describe the experience to his wife. The man who supervised 
the session was a deacon in his own denomination. 

4 
"Those people going through pain and suffering now as Christians will redeem 
the church. Maybe the salvation of the church is to go through the pain and 
the revolution. 


"The system will be more brutal before we get our liberation. Some of us 
will die. Vigilantes, hit squads ... The cost of the struggle is such that 
you must be dead in time. a 


"My family has accepted that we will never live a normal life again. It is 
out of the question. Either you take your ministry seriously, up to the end 
or you abandon it." [EPS] d 
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SHOPTALK «54s te9 
EPS HAS A NEW TELEPHONE NUMBER: 91.61.56. 


Keston College (Heathfield Road, Keston, Kent, BR2 6BA, England) has published 
brief reports on “the churches" social work" in the GDR (East Germany), the 
Soviet Union, Hungary, and Czechoslovakia. 


New from WCC Publications (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20): Risking Christ for 
Christ's Sake: Towards an Ecumenical Theology of Pluralism, by M.M. Thomas. 
It costs 13.50 Swiss francs, 8.95 US dollars, 5.50 UK pounds. 


The new (April) issues of two WCC quarterlies have appeared. The Ecumenical 
Review focuses on "Christianity and Culture", marking 40 years of the WCC 
Ecumenical Institute. International Review of Mission focuses on its own 75th 
anniversary, with 44 selections from previous issues. Copies of either or 
both are available from WCC Publications, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


Moscow Church Herald is a new monthly publication of the Russian [Eastern] 
Orthodox church, published in Russian, English, French, German, Spanish, and 
Arabic. It costs 35 US dollars for one year, 60 for two. Its address is 
Pogodinskaya 20, Moscow 119435. The inaugural issue includes several colour 
photographs, and articles on the theological schools in Leningrad, an 
international Islamic peace conference last October in Baku, Armenia, Moscow's 
Jewish community, icon painting, Saint Nicholas, and Soviet Baptists. 


The Christian Council of Nigeria (Box 2838, Lagos) says it has pictures of 

all church buildings burnt in recent disturbances in the country. It also has 
a list of 74 church buildings destroyed in Zaria and 11 burnt or damaged in 
Kaduna. CCN General Secretary C.0. Williams also says there is "no truth 
whatsoever" in the information from the Muslim newspaper referred to in EPS 


87 .03.118. 


The Swiss church-aid agency Pain Pour le Prochain (Missionsstrasse 21, CH-4003 
Basel) has available two articles on what it describes as a “unique experience 


in the field of trade/labour concerns/consumer issues - the case of the Del 


Monte ‘social clause‘’." 


A provisional WCC calendar of meetings is available on request to EPS. 
Photo Oikoumene, the WCC photo catalogue, is available to those who request 
it: WCC/Visual Arts, Box 66, CH-121l Geneva 20. Also available are photos 
which may be used with EPS stories. 


EPS deadlines (7h00 GMT): 18,25 May; 10,24 June. 


EPS headlines can be telexed to you. We pay for that. You can then ask 
for texts of items you want. You pay for that. 


EPS printing: this issue, 6 May; next issue, 12 May. 


EPS appears about 45 times a year. 
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CHURCH REPS CONFER WITH Ecumenical Press 
ANTI-APARTHEID FIGHTERS Service 87.05.37 


LUSAKA (Zambia) - A global meeting (here, 4-8 May) of church representatives 
and leaders of movements fighting white minority domination in South Africa 
and neighbouring Namibia (which it controls) heard Zambian President Kenneth 
Kaunda urge the church to oppose policies of governments (notably the US, UK, 
France, Federal (West) Germany, and Israel), multinational corporations, and 
banks which prop up the ‘obnoxious apartheid regime’. 


The conference, which included about 60 people from Namibia and South Africa, 
and another hundred-plus from the rest of Africa and other parts of the world, 
was convened by the World Council of Churches' Programme to Combat Racism. 


Kaunda said in Namibia and South Africa "it is a crime to desire freedom and 
justice, and to make the slightest effort to secure such basic and legitimate 
rights." Citing what he called the "barbaric, naked, and unwarranted attack" 
which killed four Zambians in the southern city of Livingstone on 25 April, 
Kaunda said repeated South African "aggression and violence" against its 
neighbours reveal apartheid as a threat not only to the majority of the people 
of South Africa and Namibia, but also to regional peace and security. 


The meeting's first day was the ninth anniversary of the South African air 
attack on the Kassinga camp for Namibian refugees in Angola, which killed 
nearly 1000 people. Besides Kaunda's address, the day's programme included 
presentations by Sam Nujoma, president of SWAPO (whose People's Liberation 
Army of Namibia is combating South African rule there), other SWAPO officials, 
and Namibian church leaders. 


Welcoming Kaunda, W. P. K. Makhulu, the Anglican Archbishop of Central Africa 
and one of the seven WCC presidents, observed that, although dialogue between 
church and liberation-movement representatives is "not new'', this worldwide 
ecumenical encounter came at a significant time, as South Africa is a 
"retreating regime with no legitimacy". 


In his greeting, WCC general secretary Emilio Castro saluted "the leaders and 
members of these movements, assuring them of the prayers of the Christian 
community all over the world." 


Makhulu referred to a future "non-racial" society in Namibia and South Africa, 
in which there will be "liberation of all people ... black and white", and in 
which "justice for all" will be "the only guarantee for peace". He described 
Kaunda as a "fellow Christian with whom we share a common faith", 


Holding, as he often does, a white cloth in his left hand, Kaunda, Zambia's 
president since its independence in 1964, said it is his view that "the church 
should be fully involved in the all-round development of man as God our 
Creator wants him to be." He called on the church to promote "the eternal 
verities of love, truth, social justice, and fair play'' in this world, and to 
"work for an atmosphere on earth that will make people know that God lives and 
... loves them all."" Observing that because of their colour, "there is 
nothing for blacks to enjoy" in Namibia and South Africa, he said "there are 
no colours in the sight of God." 


During a reception on the eve of the conference, Zambian Prime Minister Kebby 
Mustokotwane said SWAPO and the African National Congress are fighting to see 
that God's wishes ... are carried out'’ in Namibia and South Africa. He said 
apartheid is sin, and oppressing people because of their race insults God. 
Replying to the charge that anti-apartheid liberation movements promote 
communism, he said that on the contrary, South African policies of race 
discrimination and oppression are what make communism more likely. [over] 
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Both the president and prime minister praised the decades of WCC opposition to 
apartheid, and WCC support for apartheid opponents. Kaunda urged the WCC to 
"redouble its efforts" and "not to slacken in the struggle against it". 


Nujoma said South African government actions and policies reflect the 
"desperation of the doomed". He described SWAPO as a movement of "Namibian 
patriots and revolutionary democrats", and said its desire to "check the 
excesses of capitalistic greed" is "not the same thing as communism". 
According to Nujoma, SWAPO is ready for a ceasefire "anytime, anywhere" if 
that will pave the way for immediate implementation of UN resolution 435 on 
Namibian independence. He offered "no apology" for SWAPO's "armed self 
defence against colonial violence". "Show us the available, non-violent 
means to Namibian independence", he said, and "we will follow". 


Before they left the hall, Kaunda and Nujoma each signed a pledge "to work for 
the liberation of South Africa and Namibia." 


Worship which opened the conference included a "minute of silence in memory of 
comrades ... killed at Kassinga, and all those who have died as a result of 
South African aggression." In his sermon, Namibian Roman Catholic bishop 
Bonifacius Haushiku, leader of that country's delegation, referred to the 
“cruel and merciless South African army which is occupying our country 
illegally", enforcing a system which is "very inhuman and un-Christian. 
Namibian freedom", he said, was "stolen by racist colonizers". 


Five others from Namibia - a student, a teacher, a social worker, the chairman 
of the Namibian Christian Democratic Party (Hans Rohr), and the Lutheran 
pastor who is general secretary of the Council of Churches in Namibia (Abisai 
Shejavali) - spoke of their homeland, describing murder and torture, 
repression and oppression, rape and pillage by South African forces occupying 
the country, as well as underhanded South African efforts to "win the hearts 
and minds" of Namibians, and to recruit spies and informers. 


Two members of the political bureau of the SWAPO central committee, and a 
member of the central committee of the SWAPO Women's Council, told conference 
participants about SWAPO programmes for Namibian refugees (estimated to number 
at least 80,000, mostly in Angola), women, and in education. 


At least two members of the South African delegation were reportedly denied 
permission by the South African government to attend the meeting here. They 
were identified as $. E. Serote, presiding bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Southern Africa, and Nontobedo V. Ngalo. 


The conference received a joint message of support from four South African 
anti-apartheid organizations - the United Democratic Front, National Education 
Crisis Committee, National Education Union of South Africa, and South African 
Student National Congress - who could not send invited representatives "due te 
the realities of our present situation of police harassment and repression." 


Theme of the meeting here was "the churches' search for justice and peace in 
southern Africa." It was the third in a series sponsored by the WCC. The 
first was a December 1985 ‘emergency meeting’ of church leaders from around ~ 
the world, in Harare (Zimbabwe). Last July, also in Harare, the WCC called ¢ 
global youth meeting on southern Africa. [EPS] 


' 


WORLD ANGLICAN COUNCIL Ecumenical Press 
HOLDS SEVENTH MEETING Service 87.05.38 


SINGAPORE - About 100 Anglicans and ecumenical guests were here (26 April-9 
May) for the Seventh Meeting of the Anglican Consultative Council. 


Among items on the ACC agenda was ecumenical relations, including review of 
Anglican responses to documents from the international theological dialogue 
involving Anglicans and Roman Catholics; and of Anglican responses to the 1982 
convergence text from the World Council of Churches on baptism, eucharist, and 
ministry. Also on the agenda were Anglican relationships with Eastern 
Orthodox and Lutherans, authority in Anglicanism, and issues from Anglican 
networks on peace and justice, and family and community. 


The former urged the ACC to call for an internationally co-ordinated campaign 
of comprehensive and mandatory sanctions against South Africa. It affirmed 
the existence of the state of Israel with recognized and secure borders, but 
also drew attention to injustice done to Palestinians because of Israel's 
creation, and called for a UN conference on issues in the region, to which all 
parties, including the Palestine Liberation Organization, would be invited. 

It supported Australian Aborigines (descendants of the country's first 
inhabitants) seeking self-determination and land rights; and asked ACC-7 to 
take up such issues as minority rights, unemployment, refugees, international 
debt, racism, fundamentalism, and militarization. 


The other network expressed alarm at economic structures that lock three 
quarters of the world's population into "massive economic deprivation", 
described men's dominance of women the "'sin of sexism'', and urged the church 
to build community through non-hierarchical ministry arrangements. It heard 
reports from consultations about families dislocated by government housing 
policies in Hong Kong, "rural-urban drift" in Nairobi, churches as centres of 
resistance and hope in the Philippines, domestic violence and homelessness in 
Canada, alienation of Aborigines in Australia, and ethnic ministry groups in 
New Zealand. It noted that Christian marriage and family life are expressed 
differently in various parts of Anglicanism. It suggested that a household 
model which extends the family beyond biological relationships could provide 
better access to support, housing, and national resources. 


ACC-7 also received reports from a conference last December in Australia of 
Anglican mission agencies, and looked at issues related to the ordination of 
women as priests and bishops (accepted in principle and/or practice in some 
parts of Anglicanism). It also considered questions about Christian 
initiation and the ministry of the laity, and the disease Aids. 


The Anglican Communion includes the Anglican Church of Australia; Anglican 
Church of Bermuda, Episcopal Church of Brazil; Church of the Province of 
Burma; Church of the Province of Burundi, Rwanda, and Zaire; Church of the 
Province of Central Africa; Church of Ceylon [Sri Lanka], Episcopal Church of 
Cuba, Council of the Church of East Asia [including Korea, Hong Kong, Macao, 
Singapore, and Malaysia], Church of England, Church of the Province of the 
Indian Ocean, Church of Ireland, Holy Catholic Church in Japan, Episcopal 
Church in Jerusalem and the Middle East, Church of the Province of Kenya, 
Lusitanian Church [Portugal], Church of the Province of Melanesia, Church of 
the Province of New Zealand, Church of the Province of Nigeria, Anglican 
Church of Papua New Guinea, Scottish Episcopal Church, Church of the Province 
of South Africa, Anglican Church of the Southern Cone of [South] America, 
South Pacific Anglican Council, Spanish Reformed Episcopal Church, Church of 
the Province of the Sudan, Church of the Province of Tanzania, Church of. 
Uganda, [US-based] Episcopal Church, Church in Wales, Church of the Province 
of West Africa, Church in the Province of the West Indes. [EPS] 


MALAYSIAN CHRISTIANS Ecumenical Press 
DISCUSS COMMITMENT Service 87.05.39 


KUALA LUMPUR - About 250 Christian leaders from 30 denominations met here for 
the Third National Christian Conference. Theme of the four-day gathering was 
"Christian Commitment: Imperatives, Implications, and Impact". 


The group recommended that Christians continue dialogues with people of other 
faiths, particularly Muslims. 


(Of the 16 million Malaysians, about half are Muslims, about a sixth are 
Buddhists, and about a tenth are followers of Chinese folk religions. Hindus 
make up 7 and Christians 6.4 percent of the population.) 


It also suggested establishment of another national newspaper "through which 
the Christian voice can be heard", use of the Bahasa Malaysia language in 
church work, and dialogue between government and church representatives on 
"issues affecting the well-being of the nation". 


It expressed unhappiness that some Bahasa Malaysia words are banned in all 
Christian literature, that the Bible in Indonesian is described in a 
government order as "prejudicial to the national interest and security", and 
that all Christian publications are required to carry a restrictive phrase 
("untuk ugama Kristian"). 


Papers were presented to the group on Christian mission in a plural society, 
Christians and the state, Christian compassion in a suffering society, and 
Christian youth in a rapidly-changing society. [EPS] 
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Honduras: US Baptist evangelist works among contras EPS 87.05.40 
TEGUCIGALPA - Since January 1986, a US Baptist preacher, Ruben Guerrero, has 
been working as an evangelist with the contras (forces fighting the Nicaraguan 
government). Guerrero's Faith and Freedom Ministry promises "reconciliation 
through evangelism" as it wages a "spiritual campaign through faith to reach 
and subdue the nation of Nicaragua, and to establish righteousness through the 
gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ."' He says there are "up to 20,000 [contra] 
soldiers who need preaching", and that "the contras see me as one of them in 
the sense that I'm helping them, but they know I'm not one of them. They 
treat me as if I were an officer, but I am always in civilian clothing." 

[EPS] 


Australia: Anglican agency withdraws endorsement on land rights EPS 87.05.41 
SYDNEY - The Anglican Social Responsibility Commission has withdrawn from an 
ecumenical policy statement on land rights and restitution payments for 
Aborigines (descendants of the country's first inhabitants), on grounds the 
statement is too radical. The remaining drafters are the Catholic Commission 
for Justice and Peace, the Commission on Social Responsibility and Justice of 
the Uniting Church, and the Commission on Church and State of the Australian 
Council of Churches. Oliver Heyward, the bishop who chairs the Anglican 
commission, said the disagreement is theological. "An Old Testament view of 
land and people, in our view, needs to transfer to a New Testament view of 
reconciliation based on the cross of Christ", he said, adding that "only a 
theology of reconciliation can ... provide a basis for bringing together 
within Australia black and white, rich and poor, men and women, Anglo-Saxon 
and ethnic." However, Fred Wandmaker, the priest who is the Anglicans' 
officer for aboriginal affairs, said he is "most distressed" by the commissio 
decision. He agreed the statement "should be justified from the New 
Testament, but you cannot have reconciliation without justice." [EPS] 


USSR: newspaper criticizes Vatican-ClIA-Reagan ‘alliance’ EPS 87.05.42 
MOSCOW - Commenting on last month's papal visit to three countries in Latin 
America, the Soviet newspaper "Moscow News" criticized the "holy allliance" 
between the Vatican, the US Central Intelligence Agency, and US President 
Ronald Reagan. The newspaper said that "each Friday, CIA antennas are 
oriented towards the Vatican in order to give all the secret information to 
the pope."" As a result, it said, "local churches in Catholic countries can 
undermine national liberation movements." [EPS] 


Scotland: Kirk moderator abandons 16th-century dress EPS 87.05.43 
EDINBURGH - Duncan Shaw, moderator-elect of the [Reformed] Church of Scotland 
says he plans to preside at this year's Kirk General Assembly (here, 16-22 
May) in a dark suit with clerical collar, and an academic gown. He said the 
moderator's traditional costume - lace jabot, frock coat, breeches, gaiters, 
and buckled shoes (royal court dress of the 16th century) "is no longer 
appropriate". [EPS] 


England: step towards new ecumenical body EPS 87.05.44 
NOTTINGHAM - Four hundred people representing a broad spectrum of Christianity 
in England have urged a successor to the British Council of Churches which 
would be "an enabling and servicing instrument with as wide a membership as 
possible, that helps to promote our mission and public witness throughout 
these islands." It also urged "urgent, continuing, ecumenical study, 
discussion, and resolution" of differences related to the eucharist. Similar 
conferences took place in Scotland (EPS 87.05.05) and Wales. A Britain-wide 
meeting is scheduled for September in Swanwick (Derbyshire/England), as the 
final stage of a multi-year Inter-Church Process. [EPS] 


Nigeria withdrawing from Islamic Conference? EPS 87.04.45 
LAGOS - There are unconfirmed reports, in Africa Church Information Service, 
that Nigerian President Ibrahim Babangida has withdrawn his country from the 
Organization of the Islamic Conference. However, no public announcement is 
expected. The country joined the organization last year, prompting vigorous 
Christian objections [EPS 86.03.08; 03.44]. The country's Christian and 
Muslim populations are roughly equal, and relations between segments of the 
two communities have been tense. [EPS] 


Kenya; fourth denomination withdraws from NCCK EPS 87.04.46 
NAIROBI - The annual general assembly of the Baptist Convention of Kenya 
(14-19 April) voted to withdraw from the National Council of Churches of 
Kenya. Baptist Moderator Arthur Kinyanjui said his denomination is interested 
in spiritual and social development, and did not want to be caught up in 
church-state disputes. The council has been under attack from some 
politicians since a conference for pastors it sponsored last August resolved 
to oppose a decision by the country's only legal party (Kanu) to do away with 
secret ballots in preliminary elections. Three other Kenyan denominations 
have also withdrawn in the wake of the dispute [EPS 87.02.103]. 


US: Congregationalists publicize their ecumenical views EPS 87.04.47 
OAK CREEK (Wisconsin) - The National Association of Congregational Christian 
Churches, a group of congregations which declined to be part of the United 
Church of Christ when it was formed in 1957, is circulating a denominational 
"statement of ecumenical intentions" in "an effort to bring about greater 
understanding and appreciation for Christian unity of spirit, rather than 
structure." [EPS] 


Nigeria: health minister asks religious help on Aids EPS 87.04.48 
LAGOS - Nigerian Health Minister Olikoye Ransome-Kuti is urging all religious 
leaders to help educate the public on the disease Aids. [EPS] 


SA; ecumenical statement on whites-only election EPS 87.05.49 
JOHANNESBURG - In a joint statement, the South African Council of Churches and 
Sothern African Catholic Bishops' Conference say most South Africans regard 
the whites-only parliamentary elections in South Africa this month as a 
"charade and irrelevant to their situation and aspirations. ... The church ... 
stands in solidarity", it adds, "with all those who wish to throw off the 
shackles of those forces, including political forces, which keep human beings 
in bondage, and prevent them from accepting and enjoying the freedom which God 
has ordained for his children." The statement urges the government not to 
"deny the right of freedom of assembly" and not to “seek its own political 
advantage by any display of provocative armed force against people whose cause 
is just, and who are denied their right to participate in this white 
election." Special days of prayer were suggested for 3 and 6 May. [EPS] 


Denmark: Lebanese leave church after assurances on expulsion EPS 87.05.50 
COPENHAGEN - After four days, about 150 Lebanese, including 10 threatened with 
immediate deportation, left the Mariakirken here (23 April), once 
representatives of parties holding a majority of seats in the Danish 
parliament urged the justice minister not to send Lebanese refugees back to 
their country before the situation there changes for the better. All the 
Lebanese had been in Denmark at least a year, most for more than two. Their 
protest received support from several pastors and a bishop of the country's 
Lutheran "folk church", and a sympathetic visit from a former prime minister. 
Worship was organized at the church round-the-clock while the group was given 
sanctuary there, including a separate room in which Muslims could worship in 
their way. [EPS] 


South Korea: 50 priests on hunger strike EPS 87.05.51 
SEOUL - About 50 South Korean Roman Catholic priests went on hunger strike 
last month to protest proposed constitutional changes. [EPS] 


Japan: RCs said divided on shrine, fingerprinting issues EPS 87.05.52 
TOKYO - Writing in "The Catholic Weekly", Shakai Shinji, president of the 
Kyodo News Agency, says opposition by Japan's Roman Catholic bishops to 
fingerprinting requirements for non-Japanese, and efforts to give official 
sanction to the Yasukuni Shrine to war dead (EPS 85.03.20; 03.68; 09.24; 
09.47; 86.08.58) are not accepted by many church members. [EPS] 


Japan: six Christian university presidents oppose spy bill EPS 87.05.53 
TOKYO - Presidents of six Japanese Christian universities have issued a joint 
protest of proposed legislation that would punish various kinds of espionage, 
and punish the gathering of defence-related information. "Monopolization of 
information on defence will lead to depriving people of means to consider 
security issues, and will hinder action towards peace", the presidents say. 
[EPS] 


China: Catholic leaders assail ‘bourgeois liberalism’ EPS 87.05.54 
BEIJING - Leaders of the Chinese Catholic Patriotic Association and the 
Chinese Catholic Church Administrative Commission say those advocating 
"bourgeois liberalism" in China aim at "complete westernization", according to 
a report from Catholic Church in China magazine. The magazine, association, 
and commission are official entities for Catholicism in China, which broke 
with the Vatican in the 1950s. [EPS] 


Britain: masons plan theological challenge to Methodists EPS 87.05.55 
LONDON - The Methodist Association of Freemasons plans to mount a theological 
challenge to the 1985 report of the British Methodist Conference, “Guidance to 
Methodists on Freemasonry", which is critical of the masonic movement. [EPS] 


Canada/US: church consultation planned on illiteracy EPS 87.05.56 
RACINE (Wisconsin/US) - The [US] National Council of Churches has called a 
conference (here, 14-17 September) to consider church response to illiteracy 
in the US and Canada. The NCC says 20 percent of the people in the two 
countries are functionally illiterate. [EPS] 


US: Pentecostal leaders call day of fasting, prayer EPS 87.05.57 
SPRINGFIELD (Missouri) - The Executive Presbytery of the [Pentecostal 
Assemblies of God called a day of prayer and fasting 17 May in response to 
recent controversies involving tv evangelists. [EPS] 


Japan: church holds international peace seminar EPS 87.05.58 
HIROSHIMA - Participants from 13 countries attended a five-day peace seminar, 
here last month, sponsored by the National Christian Council of Japan and the 
Japan Evangelical Lutheran Church. There was particular attention to nuclear 
issues, including movies and testimonies from hibakusha (survivors of the 
atomic bombings here and in Nagasaki in 1945). [EPS] 


Canada: RC bishops caution on anti-Aids campaign EPS 87.05.59 
OTTAWA - Canada's Roman Catholic bishops say it would be "dangerous to public 
health if the main impression created [by a media campaign to combat the the 
disease Aids] is that the simple use of condoms will solve the horrendous 
problems related to Aids that the Canadian population faces." Rather, the 
bishops urge a "context of education about the human value of sexuality, and 
the intimate link between health and ethics. ... If our aim is to safeguard 
public health," the bishops observe, "then our message must call for 
responsible sexual behavior," including "self-control, respect for the whole 
of human life, and true love of one's marriage partner." [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: "WCC Press Release on WCC Team Visit to Middle East’ EPS 87.05.60 


This text was released in Geneva, and at various cities along the route of 
the visit. 


World Council of Churches General Secretary, the Rev. Emilio Castro, on 7 May 
leads a series of visits to the churches of the Middle East [EPS 87.03.121]. 
The team visits Syria, Lebanon, Jordan, Israel and the Occupied Territories, 
and Egypt. 


The visits are prepared in cooperation with the Middle East Council of 
Churches. The WCC has a long record of involvement in the life and witness of 
the churches of the region and its people's struggles for justice and peace. 


The 13 WCC member churches of this region, who are also members of the Middle 
East Council of Churches, are largely Orthodox, but they include Protestant 
and Episcopal Churches. The two largest churches of the region are the Coptic 
Orthodox Church in Egypt and the Antioch Church of Syria and Lebanon. 


It is customary for high-level team visits of the WCC to make contact with 
heads of states and other officials in the countries visited. The team has 
requested to meet with the heads of states of the five countries visited. 


It is nevertheless important to stress that the visits are essentially to the 
member churches, and that local church committees have been entrusted with the 


arrangements of the programme of the visits. [over] 
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Among the WCC seven presidents who represent the various ecclesiastical 
traditions and different regions is His Beatitude Ignatios Hazim IV, the 
Damascus-based head of the Antioch Church. 


His Holiness Pope Shenouda III, head of the Coptic Orthodox Church, and the 
three Presidents of the Middle East Council of Churches - His Holiness Karekin 
II, head of the Armenian Apostolic Church, His Beatitude Ignatios IV, and 
Bishop Samir Kafity, head of the Episcopal Church in Jerusalem and the Middle 
East, are among the church leaders hosting the team. 


WCC visits to the member churches are a vital part of its programme around the 
world. The general secretary and his team wish to express solidarity with the 
churches of the region and learn about the faith, the life and witness of the 
people. 


The team visits to this tense region occur at a time of revived initiatives 
for holding an International Peace Conference to deal with the Arab-Israeli 
conflict, a conference which would bring all parties concerned to a 
negotiating table. 


The WCC supports the convening of such a United Nations-sponsored peace 
conference, which is long overdue. 


In general, the WCC has supported United Nations resolutions on the thorny 
political issues of the region, including the Jerusalem Question, the 
Arab-Israeli conflict, Lebanon, and the protracted war between Iran and Iraq. 


The WCC has affirmed that Jerusalem is a Holy City for the three monotheistic 
religions - Judaism, Christianity, and Islam - and that any tendency to 
minimize Jerusalem's importance for any of these three religions should be 
avoided. 


It also holds that the special legislation known as the Status Quo of the Holy 
Place must be safeguarded. 


The WCC stands for the right to self-determination of the Palestinians, 
including the right to establish a state of their own; Israel's withdrawal to 
1967 borders; the integrity and sovereignty of Lebanon; the recognition and 
security of the state of Israel; and the cessation of the war between Iraq and 
Iran. 


The delegation consists of the following persons: 


Rev. Emilio Castro, WCC general secretary; 

Prof. Ion Bria, director, WCC Sub-Unit on Renewal and Congregational Life; 

Ms. Jean Stromberg, publications secretary, WCC Commission on World 
Mission & Evangelism; 

Dr. Ghassan Rubeiz, secretary for the Middle East, WCC Commission on 
Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service; 

Mr. Ninan Koshy, director, WCC Commission on International Affairs; 

Ms. Marie Assaad, former WCC deputy general secretary. 


Not all delegates visit all countries. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Allan R. Brockway: ‘With Whom Do We Dialogue? ’® EPS 87.05.61 


Brockway is secretary for Christian-Jewish relations at the World Council of 
Churches. He prepared this reflection for the annual meeting (26-27 March) of 
staff members of the WCC Sub-Unit on Dialogue with People of Living Faiths and 
the Vatican Secretariat for Non-Christians. The joint meeting also took up 
"dialogue and proclamation/mission," including such issues as Christians views 
of religious and cultural plurality. Is it "within God*s providence and 
purpose" or something "to be removed and replaced?" 


For many years the question of who our partners for interfaith dialogue were 
or might be was not addressed; it simply did not arise because we knew our 
partners to be Hindus, Buddhists, Muslims, and Jews. As to which individuals 
among those religious families we met for dialogue, we had a ready answer: we 
do not choose the actual participants, our partners choose them for themselves. 


But we have come to recognize, after some decades of dialogue, that we 
actually do not adhere strictly to that maxim. ... In practice, ... we have 
been selective about the people and/or organizations with whom we think we can 
have "fruitful" dialogue - which does not mean the principle is invalid but 
simply that we must be aware of what we are doing and then adhere to the 
principle to the extent to which it is feasible or possible. 


But what are the criteria by which we determine who our dialogue partners may 
be? Without thinking out a consistent answer to that question, we have known 
that the primary criterion was that the potential partner be willing to talk 
(dialogue) with us; there are those in every religious community who have no 
desire for interreligious dialogue, or even have a fear of it, a restriction 
that inevitably has limited the scope of dialogue partners. 


For example, Orthodox Jews often are extremely reluctant to talk with 
Christians about anything they characterize as "religious" for fear, 
admittedly justified, of Christian efforts to convert them to Christianity. 
Also, some Muslims, particularly in the Middle East, hesitate to dialogue with 
Christians because they know those same Christians engage in dialogue with 
Jews and believe the Jewish people has a right to a state in what used to be 
called Palestine. Thus the existence of one dialogue places road blocks in 
the way of another: The complications are manifold. 


But, beyond the question of willingness to dialogue, we need to develop 
conscious criteria for choosing dialogue partners from among those willing to 
talk with us. An example of this necessity can be drawn from ... Hinduism. 
Within Hinduism there are (1) those who cling to classical Hindu doctrines, 
(2) those who interpret Hinduism as a vehicle for social change, and (3) 
those, social activists at the grassroots, who challenge others who hold 
classical views such as caste. Should we engage in dialogue with each of 
these? If we do not, are we really engaging in dialogue with the whole 
people called Hindus? On the other hand, if we do, how can we handle our 
absolute rejection of caste or sutee? Do, or do we not, have criteria that 
allow us to make judgements among the Hindus with whom we will talk? 


The necessity to be discerning about religions themselves raises its head, for 
instance, when we consdier dialogue with the so-called new religious movements 
(NRMs), some of which are eager for dialogue (though others are not). A case 
in point is the Unification Church, which has undertaken the most extensive 
programme of interreligious dialogue now existing in the world. To date, we 
have not accepted the often repeated invitation to participate in the dialogue 
it sponsors, but, on the contrary, have shied away from it almost to the 
extent of being unwilling to speak with individual Unification members.[over] 
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The operative criterion for this functional decision seems to have been a 
negative evaluation of some of the practices of the Unification Church, 
including (but not limited to) the identification of the Unification 
organization, Causa, with right-wing dictatorships in Latin America; the 
conducting of multiple marriages; and "brain washing" in recruitment .... 


If our approval of the practices (which may or may not be identified with 
belief or doctrine) of another religion is necessary before we engage in 
dialogue with its adherents, then we may be forced to re-evaluate our current 
relations with some ... established, world religions. ... Will we be forced to 
discontinue dialogue with Hindus because we disapprove of the continued 
existence in some Hindu communities of sutee? Should we no longer dialogue 
with Muslims because Islamic Iran has sacrificed the lives of thousands of 
adolescents in its war with Iraq? Should the dialogue with Judaism be 
discontinued because we "deplore" the treatment of Palestinians by Jews? ... 


We are partially determined by the ecclesiastical organizations of which we 
are part when it comes to electing criteria for choosing with whom we will 
dialogue in formal ways. Though we understand ourselves to be promoting and 
sponsoring interreligious dialogue, some of our colleagues (not to mention 
members of the churches) wish us to apply non-religious, a-theological, 
criteria that correspond with the ideological positions they take in their own 
work. We need to develop ways to evaluate their criteria, as well as methods 
for conceptualizing our own. 


Part of the problem in choosing partners for dialogue rests on our 
determination of what constitutes a religion. But what do we do with our 
stated principle that partners in dialogue have the right to "define 
themselves"? Do we adhere to the principle when "movements" we think are not 
valid religions say they are? Or does the principle only come into play when 
adherents of already "recognized" religions define themselves? Here, too, we 
need to engage in spirited discussion. 


A related question has to do with our involvement with the increasing 
multiplicity of “interfaith"' organizations that over and again invite us to 
conferences and urge us to associate our institutions with, not only their 
goals and purposes, but with their organizations themselves. This is a 
question that goes beyond the Unification Church interreligious effort. To 
what extent is it in harmony with the "best interests" of the Roman Catholic 
Church and the World Council of Churches for us to become members of 
"governing boards", “executive committees, "planning groups", etc. of the 
proliferating interfaith organizations? How are we able to determine which 
of them actually will be complementary to our efforts and which will 
compromise us? How defensive should we be? Again, what are our criteria? 


The question of who are our partners is really a question of who we consider 
ourselves to be. We know we do not agree with many people within our own 
Christian communities. We know that we who are dedicated to interreligious 
dialogue represent a tiny minority within the churches. We know that we 
believe many of the things that are done in the name of Christianity are 
unworthy of the faith. Yet we ask our dialogue partners to accept us as we 
present ourselves, not on the basis of the acts and beliefs of our 
co-religionists. 


Can we apply the same set of criteria to ourselves that we, perhaps 
unconsciously, apply to other religions and their adherents and to other 
interfaith organizations? ... The answers can come only as we discuss with 
each other about things we have ... barely brought to consciousness. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Aimé Savard: ‘The Church in Vietnam’ EPS 87.05.62 


This item is abridged and adapted from the magazine Actualité Religieuse 
(March 1987). It was translated from French by the Language Service of the 
World Council of Churches. About half the 61 million Vietnamese are 
Buddhists. About one in 12 are Christians, most of them Roman Catholics. 


Driving in the region of Than Hoa and Nam-Dinh in the north of Vietnam one is 
struck by the number of church towers rising out of the rice fields - a 
reminder that this region was once strongly marked by Christianity. In 1954, 
after the partition of the country, whole communities fled south to escape 
communism. Yet many Christians stayed on in the north. What has become of 
them? Have they held on to the faith? Impossible to find out. I can only say 
that many churches are seriously damaged or even in ruins. 


Some 1500 kilometres away, in the south, in a working district of Ho Chi Minh 
City (formerly Saigon), the Vuon Xoia church is full for the daily mass 
celebrated together by the priests of the parish. People of all ages are 
crowded in for whole-hearted prayer and praise. Apparently congregations are 
equally big for the weekday masses in the other churches in the city. 


Two contrasting images of the church in Vietnam. Both are equally true, and 
between these two extremes there is an infinite variety of situations to be 
found up and down this vast country. All reports suggest that the conditions 
in which Vietnamese Christians can profess and practise their faith vary from 
one area to another, and from one congregation to another. It depends largely 
on the attitude of the local officials. 


One must therefore be careful not to make hasty generalizations on the basis 
of impressions gleaned here and there, especially as Vietnam is one of the 
communist countries where it is most difficult to move around freely, to 
escape the clutches of one's "guides" and talk to whoever one wishes. Only 
one thing can be asserted with absolute certainty as far as the church is 
concerned: While the degree of freedom enjoyed by the Christians may be more 
or less depending on the place, it is always at best a conditional freedom. 


The Vietnamese communist party refers of course to the Marxist-Leninist 
conception of "scientific atheism" in fighting "religious survivals", be they 
Buddhist, Christian or any other. This anti-religious policy however, focuses 
on the Roman Catholic Church, which is seen as the Trojan horse for foreign 
influence and "an instrument of colonialism and imperialism". 


In an internal party pamphlet dealing with Roman Catholicism, the Vatican is 
described as "a group based on large-scale exploitation which has always had 
links with anti-revolutionary and anti-communist imperialism." In its public 
documents, on the other hand, the regime tends to stress the "freedom of 
belief and non-belief" enshrined in the constitution. It insists that religion 
ie. a private affair. 


In the north, the once-flourishing church, drained of its vital strength by 
the exodus to the south in 1954, now seems sadly silent and lifeless. Its 
priests are few in number and most are elderly. Only about a dozen ordinations 
have been authorized by the government since 1954. The main seminary in Hanoi 
- the only one still open in the north - now has 18 students at present — 
eight for the diocese of Hanoi, six for Haiphong, four for Thai Binh. 


The priests in the north keep themselves strictly to a somewhat other-worldly 
spiritual sphere. In their concern above all to preserve and transmit the 
faith, they are extremely conservative in matters of religion, and often seem 
not to have heard of the reforms of the Second Vatican Council. [over] 
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Trinh Van Can, the cardinal archbishop of Hanoi, is a typical member of the 
clergy. His archdiocese has 25 priests for 300,000 Roman Catholics. "Our 
relations with the civil authorities are good at present", he told me. "There 
is neither confrontation nor any real dialogue between believers and 
non-believers. ... In our pastoral work we put the emphasis on the catechism 
and the family. This is why we attach particular importance to preparing 
couples for marriage. Catholics make less use of contraceptives than the rest 


of the population." 


In the south, the archbishop of Ho Chi Minh City, Nguyen Van Binh, said, "On 
the whole we co-exist more easily with the regime in the south than in the 
north or centre of the country." In his view, co-existence does not in any way 
mean systematic collaboration, still less complaisance, but rather the 
determination to command respect while also ridding themselves of their own 


prejudices. 


It does in fact seem as though freedom of worship is in general better 
respected in Ho Chi Minh City than elsewhere. In many other places, 
celebrating mass is prohibited on weekdays "to avoid any disruption of 
production", or else the church may only be opened one hour a day. Nor is it 
unusual for the local authorities to organize public works, which are 
compulsory, to coincide with Christian festivals to prevent the population 
from attending services. Incidents of this kind are unknown in Ho Chi Minh 


City. 


Since the sixth party congress, last December, the Roman Catholic community 
has been receiving exceptional attention from the official press. In Cantho, 
the local committee of the Patriotic Front (the federation of all the popular 
organizations which is the party's channel of communication with the different 
categories of the population) summoned church representatives to inform them 
that, in view of "the party's successes in production", they could celebrate 
Christmas in style. The same kind of overtures were made in Hué in the centre 
of the country, where officials of the Front visited the parishes. 


Hué is a special case, the sensitive and sore point in the relations between 
church and state. The archbishop there, Nguyen Kim Dién, has been more or less 
under house arrest since 1984, and it is impossible to arrange a meeting with 
him. In 1984 he twice underwent prolonged and very hard interrogations, and 
he has been constantly subjected to harrassment of all kinds ever since. He 
responds by regularly issuing very firm statements appealing to the Vietnamese 
constitution and denouncing infringements of religious freedom by the 
authorities. He never fails in these texts to reaffirm his determination to 
resist, whatever the dangers, in obedience to his faith. Last year, for 
instance, he wrote, "I shall regard it as a great honour to face the measure 
to which I shall be subjected for the cause of the faith and of human rights." 


Following the reunification of the country at the end of the Vietnam War, both 
Dién and Binh signed a letter in which they encouraged church people to work 
actively in reconstructing the country. But, little by little, in the years 
since, the two archbishops have acted differently. 


The pragmatic Binh has always shown, in his relations with the authorities, 
goodwill tempered by much prudence. He has carefully avoided anything that 
would lead either to a break in relations or to a sell-out of principle. 

Dién, the man of principles, has cast himself as the unyielding defender of 
the rights and liberties of the church in the face of constant attempts by the 
state to control its activities. [EPS] 
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SHOPTALE (54/19) 
EPS HAS A NEW TELEPHONE NUMBER: 91.61.56. 


Keston College (Heathfield Road, Keston, Kent, BR2 6BA, England) has published 
brief reports on "the churches' social work" in the GDR (East Germany), the 
Soviet Union, Hungary, and Czechoslovakia. 


New from WCC Publications (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20): Risking Christ for 
Christ's Sake: Towards an Ecumenical Theology of Pluralism, by M.M. Thomas. 
It costs 13.50 Swiss francs, 8.95 US dollars, 5.50 UK pounds. 


The new (April) issues of two WCC quarterlies have appeared. The Ecumenical 
Review focuses on "Christianity and Culture", marking 40 years of the WCC 
Ecumenical Institute. International Review of Mission focuses on its own 75th 
anniversary, with 44 selections from previous issues. Copies of either or 
both are available from WCC Publications, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


Moscow Church Herald is a new monthly publication of the Russian [Eastern] 
Orthodox church, published in Russian, English, French, German, Spanish, and 
Arabic. It costs 35 US dollars for one year, 60 for two. Its address is 
Pogodinskaya 20, Moscow 119435. The inaugural issue includes several colour 
photographs, and articles on the theological schools in Leningrad, an 
international Islamic peace conference last October in Baku, Armenia, Moscow's 
Jewish community, icon painting, Saint Nicholas, and Soviet Baptists. 


The Christian Council of Nigeria (Box 2838, Lagos) says it has pictures of 

all church buildings burnt in recent disturbances in the country. It also has 
a list of 74 church buildings destroyed in Zaria and 11 burnt or damaged in 
Kaduna. CCN General Secretary C.0. Williams also says there is "no truth 
whatsoever" in the information from the Muslim newspaper referred to in EPS 
87.03.118. 


The Swiss church-aid agency Pain Pour le Prochain (Missionsstrasse 21, CH-4003 
Basel) has available two articles on what it describes as a “unique experience 


in the field of trade/labour concerns/consumer issues - the case of the Del 


Monte ‘social clause'." 


A provisional WCC calendar of meetings is available on request to EPS. 
Photo Oikoumene, the WCC photo catalogue, is available to those who request 
it: WCC/Visual Arts, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. Also available are photos 
which may be used with EPS stories. 


EPS deadlines (7h00 GMT): 18,25 May; 10,24 June. 


EPS headlines can be telexed to you. We pay for that. You can then ask 
for texts of items you want. You pay for that. 


EPS printing: this issue, 12 May; next issue, 19 May. 


EPS appears about 45 times a year. 


GLOBAL CHURCH MEETING: REMOVE SA Ecumenical Press 
RULERS; SUPPORT LIBERATION GROUPS Service 87.05.63 


LUSAKA (Zambia) - After a week-long meeting here [EPS 87.05.37], church people 
- along with labour, women's, youth, and anti-apartheid activists - pledged to 
"work for the removal of the present [South African] rulers who persistently 
usurp the stewardship of God's authority." 


Affirming the "unquestionable right of the people of Namibia [the neighbouring 
country ruled by South Africa] and South Africa to secure justice and peace 
through the liberation movements", and remaining "committed to peaceful 
change", the meeting's statement [EPS 87.05.68] says "the nature of the South 
African regime, which wages war against its own inhabitants and neighbours, 
compels the movements to the use of force, along with other means to end 
oppression." It asks "the churches and the international community to seek 
ways to give this affirmation practical effect in the struggle for liberation 
-.. and to strengthen their contracts with the liberation movements." 


In an eight-point "challenge" section, the statement urges "immediate and 
enhanced" aid to black-ruled countries near South Africa, implementation of 
the 1978 UN Security Council Resolution 435 on Namibian independence, 
opposition to US and other countries' efforts to "bypass" that resolution, 
government sanctions against South Africa, and increased pressure on "banks, 
corporations, and trading institutions to withdraw from doing buisness with 
South Africa and Namibia." 


Also, it urges attention to and aid for "those imprisoned, tortured, on trial, 
under sentence of death, and bereaved as a result of the actions of the 
apartheid regime", opposition to censorship and misinformation, "unity of 
purpose and action" among "all those concerned with the process of liberation 
in the region, not least ... the churches", and "futher meetings of churches, 
liberation movements, and others" before the end of next year to review 
results of monitoring by the World Council of Churches of how WCC "member 
churches and others" respond to calls for action against South Africa. 


Prominent at the meeting were representatives of Swapo, the African National 
Congress, and the Pan Africanist Congress; the statement calls the meeting 
"especially significant because of the opportunity ... for discussions and 
exchange of views with the liberation movements of South Africa and Namibia." 


The group discussed, but did not vote on a five-part document on "lines of 
action" as a supplement to its statement. After review and revision by the 
executive committee of the WCC Programme to Combat Racism, which met here 
immediately afterwards, the action lines are to be released in final form. 


In a supplemental statement, North American participants said in "this 
encounter with ... the liberation movements, we found brothers and sisters in 
Christ." Referring to the "human face of oppression" reflected in stories 
from representatives of the movements, and from participants living in South 
Africa and Namibia, they alluded to one of the appearances of the risen Jesus 
recorded in John's gospel: ''Like Thomas", they said, "we touched the wounds, 
and were changed. ... We are convinced ... the church ... must choose to 
support actively the liberation struggle" in southern Africa, they added. 


They said the debate about violence is a non-issue for those "whose children 
are taken in the night, or gunned down indiscriminately as they play .... We 
have the right to show... that non-violence works, but we do not have the 
right to tell people in situations of oppression and state violence how they 
can or cannot achieve their liberation." [EPS] 


ANGLICANS ACT ON Ecumenical Press 
ECUMENICAL ISSUES Service 87.05.64 


SINGAPORE - Meeting here (26 April-9 May; EPS 87.05.38), the Anglican 
Consultative Council considered several ecumenical issues. 


It suggested that next year's Lambeth Conference (global meeting of Anglican 
bishops) commend appropriate forms of "interim eucharistic sharing" with 
Lutherans along lines in effect in the US since 1982 between the Episcopal 
Church and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 


A report from the ACC's ecumenical section noted hurt expressed by Orthodox 
leaders because women have been ordained in parts of Anglicanism. "On both 
sides", it said, “there is the realistic admission that unity is not to be 
quickly or cheaply achieved, and that both parties must accept each other as 
they are." It said that on the Anglican side, "there is no wish to demote the 
question for Anglican-Orthodox unity to the mere exchange of theological 
viewpoints or pastoral co-operation." 


The council asked for official Anglican responses to questions raised by the 
1984 report of the Anglican-Reformed international dialogue. It was told the 
final report of the first Anglican-Roman Catholic International Commission 
(Arcic-1) has provoked considerable debate within world Anglicanism. It 
welcomed the recent statement on "salvation and the church" from Arcic-2. 


The ecumenical report observed that only the former Anglican Province of 
India, Burma, Pakistan, and Ceylon "has had the courage" to merge with other 
denominations to form united churches (of "undoubted strength and witness" in 
North India, South India, Pakistan, and Bangladesh). It said "fears of a loss 
of Anglican identity - among other reasons ~ have paralysed action" elsewhere. 


"Anglicans", it said, "must exercise some caution in defining themselves in 
such a way that discourages unity proposals. Anglicans have traditionally 
regarded Anglicanism as a provisional instrument of God's purpose, and have 
not supposed it will exist in perpetutity. The more we stress a distinctive 
Anglican identity, the more oppostiions there will be to unity proposals on 
grounds of loss of identity." 


Recognizing that Anglican unity has been strained by a diversity of belief and 
practice about women's ordination, it suggested ways to strengthen fellowship 
and understanding among various parts of the communion, saying the likelihood 
of a female Anglican bishop in North America added urgency to its task. 


Anglican denominations around the world were asked to commit themselves to 
remain in communion with one another, and respect each other's decision-making 
processes. Within each denomination, it said, bishops should pledge to remain 
in communion with each other, with none being compelled to ordain a woman, and 
no member of the church forced to accept an ordained woman's ministry. 


A report to the council reviewed agruments for and against women's ordination, 
concluding that it may be a justifiable development. Reports from Anglican 
areas where women have been ordained were generally positive. The same report 
considered the possibility of other than priests or bishops presiding at the 
eucharist. 


The council urged the Church of the Province of Southern Africa and the Church 
of England in South Africa (a remnant of the Church of England in that country 
no longer in full communion with the rest of Anglicanism) to re-establish a 
joint liaison committee as a step to end a century-old split [EPS 84.02.85]. 
[EPS] 


GROUPS FIGHTING S. AFRICA Ecumenical Press 
APPEAL FOR CHURCH SUPPORT Service 87.05.65 


LUSAKA (Zambia) - Leaders of the African National Congress (ANC, based here) 
and the Pan Africanist Congress (PAC, based in Tanzania), urged church support 
for their efforts to end white-minority domination in South Africa. Earlier, 
Sam Nujoma, president of Swapo, the main group fighting South African control 
of neighbouring Namibia, made a similar plea to a global, ecumenical meeting 
[EPS 87.05.37], convened (here, 4-8 May) by the World Council of Churches. 


Outlining some of its “fundamental positions," ANC President Oliver Tambo it 
is "committed to the struggle to overthrow the racist Pretoria regime, ... a 
system of one person one vote in a unitary South African state, the use of 
that popular power to abolish the apartheid system in its entirety, and the 
rebuilding of our country on the basis of the non-racial and democratic 
perspectives spelt out in the Freedom Charter." 


(Adopted in 1955, its 10 points are that the people shall govern; all national 
groups shall have equal rights; the people shall share in the country's 
wealth; the land shall be shared among those who work it; all shall be equal 
before the law; all shall enjoy equal human rights; there shall be work and 
security; the doors of learning and of culture shall be opened; there shall be 
houses, security, and comfort; there shall be peace and friendship.) 


Referring to what some refer to as "black-on-black" violence, Tambo said that 
"to describe popular action against a black soldier as black-on-black violence 
is as misleading as it would be to describe similar action against a white 
soldier as black-on-white violence." 


He said the "democratic forces of our country, themselves non-racial in their 
essence, have to act against" supporters of white-minority dominance, 
"whatever their colour". Behind him as he spoke were the ANC's black, green, 
and yellow flag, and posters marking its 75th anniversary this year and urging 
an "advance to people's power". 


Tambo recalled that the ANC policy of non-violence lasted half a century. He 
said "the overwhelming majority of the tens of thousands who have been killed, 
imprisoned, and detained in South Africa have never carried arms. Their only 
crime is that they dared to stand up to oppose racial tyranny ... by 
non-violent means." 


Likening the ANC response to that of countries which fought Nazi Germany, or 

to Americans who fought for independence from Britain, Tambo said "the 
apartheid regime left us no choice but to take up arms. ... To blame us for 

the violence imposed on us by the apartheid system is to add insult to injury." 


Tambo said the "source of violence throughout our region is the apartheid 
regime."' He said that ending the ANC's armed struggle against it would only 
allow it to continue - "a result which surely none of us desires." 


Noting that the church has not generally been pacifist, Tambo said "it cannot 
be correct that the concept of a just war should be applied selectively, and 
that the reaction of the oppressed to the violence of the apartheid state 

should be equated to the deliberate state terrorism of the Pretoria regime." 


Tambo also spoke of the relationship of the ANC to the South African Communist 
Party, the Soviet Union, and other communist countries. Just as there was 


"nothing wrong or sinister" about the US-UK-USSR alliance against Nazi 
Germany, he said, the same standard should be applied to ANC allies. [over] 
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"We shall resist all attempts to transform us into ... anti-communist[s]", 
Tambo said. “Equally, we would fight against any attempts to inject any 
anti-religious notions into our midst." He said the ANC is establishing an 
"interfaith chaplaincy" so ANC members can have "ready access to such 
religious counselling and assistance as they may require" [EPS 87.05.01]. 


Tambo recalled that ANC founders were church people, and that "throughout our 
75 years, that link has never been broken. As we enter the final stages of 
our struggle, we believe that you too have a responsibility to contribute to 
the maximum to remove a regime which offends the very principles on which the 
church itself was founded." 


In his address, PAC Chairman Johnson Mlampo said "apartheid canot be reformed; 
it must be totally eradicated. ... If we are genuinely committed to democratic 
values, then we cannot ... uphold group or ethnic privileges." 


He said his organization “will guarantee no group rights, but will guarantee 
individual rights." He said "bitter experience" convinced PAC that "the most 
effective method of struggle, in the face of unabated reactionary violence, is 
the armed struggle."' Mlampo rejected suggestions that PAC is anti-white, 
citing a declaration at the PAC's founding conference in 1959 that "freedom of 
the African means the freedom of all in South Africa, the Europeans included." 


Alluding to the greater WCC financial support for the ANC than for his 
organization, he urged it to "provide equal assistance, lest history should 
also accuse you of discrimination." (In the last three years, the ANC 
received 227,000 US dollars from the WCC Special Fund to Combat Racism; the 
PAC total was 89,000. Swapo was given 320,000. The money is for designated 
humanitarian projects [EPS 84.09.44; 85.09.55; 86.10.98].) 


Applause and the tenor of questions from meeting participants suggested a 
clear preference for the ANC, and some scepticism that the PAC has much of a 
following within South Africa (or Azania, as the PAC prefers to refer to it). 


Asked to offer some summary reflections, J. Oscar McCloud, executive director 
of the US-based Fund For Theological Education, said the obvious differences 
of attitude and treatment should occasion some "soul searching", because it 
was “a reflection of what apartheid has done" to bring disunity. 


The gathering here was also the first time Tambo and Beyers Naudé, the 
retiring general secretary of the South African Council of Churches and 
veteran foe of apartheid, had met. There was a standing ovation as Tambo 
expressed "the greatest respect and admiration" for the church leader. 


In his reflections for the group, Naudé called for "active debate" on the 
issue of "armed struggle and its legitimacy in the circumstances" of southern 
Africa, and increased attention to the Namibian question. He said there is an 
“urgent need" for new strategies and initiatives to deal with the efforts of 
the South African government to maintain its power. 


Near the end of the meeting, ANC, PAC, and Swapo representatives expressed 
appreciation for its "support". They spoke of "profound inspiration and 
encouragement" from knowing "we have dependable allies in the church world 
community." 


The meeting closed as it began, with the singing of "God Bless Africa", a sort 
of continental hymm, whose melody was heard often during the week. It is also 
used in the official anthems of several African movements and countries. [EPS] 


PEOPLETALK: Ecumenical Beings and Doings EPS 87.05.66 


Karoly Toth, a district bishop of the Reformed Church in Hungary, is the new 
ministerial president of the RCH General Synod. He succeeds Tibor Bartha, who 
retired at the end of last year. 


Ola Tjgrhom is the new director of the Nordic Ecumenical Institute. The 
Norwegian theologian is the first non-Swede to head the institute, based in 
Uppsala. He succeeds Kjell Ove Nilsson, now cathedral dean in Goteborg. 


Wilhelm Kiekbusch, a retired German Lutheran bishop, died in Liibeck, 26 
March. He was 95. 


Mark Santer, the Anglican who co-chairs the Second Anglican/Roman Catholic 
International Commission (ARCIC II), is the new Church of England bishop of 
Birmingham, succeeding the recently retired Hugh Montefiore. Santer has been 
bishop of Kensington, an area bishop in the London diocese. 


Kara Cole, former administrative secretary of the Friends United Meeting (a 
US-based association of 17 Quaker yearly meetings), is now a division 
vice-president of Mercy Corps International, a US-based voluntary agency. 


Herbert Chilstrom, bishop of Minnesota of the Lutheran Church in America, 

was elected on the ninth ballot as bishop of the new Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America. There were 68 people proposed on the first ballot; the 
field was finally reduced to Chilstrom and Presiding Bishop David Preus of the 
American Lutheran Church, another partner in the merger. 


Margaret Jarman is the new president of the Baptist Union of Great Britain. 
She is the first ordained woman to hold the post. 


Maria Herrbruck, a Lutheran pastor who was ecumenical officer of the 
Federation of Evangelical [Lutheran, United] Churches in the GDR, died 13 
April of cancer. 


Sularso Sopater, a Reformed professor of systematic theology at Union 
Theological College in Jakarta, is the new chairman of the Indonesian 
Communion of Churches (PGI). He succeeds Soritua Nababan, the new "ompui 
ephorus" ("grandfather", or bishop) of the [Lutheran] Protestant Christian 
Batak Church (HKBP). A majority of the PGI annual meeting asked Nababan to 
step down on grounds that his new position is incompatible with the PGI 
chairmanship. 


Jind¥ich Halama, chairman of the provincial board of the Moravian Church in 
Czechoslovakia, is the new chairman of the Ecumenical Council of Churches in 
Czechoslovakia. He succeeds Lutheran General Bishop Jan Michalko, who was 
elected vice-chairman. 


Tony Plomp, is moderator-designate of the Presbyterian Church in Canada. A 
Native of the Netherlands, he is ordained. 


Per Ldgnning, who resigned as bishop of the Borg diocese of the [Lutheran] 
Church of Norway in 1975 to protest a law making abortions easier to obtain, 
is among four candidates to succeed Thor With as bishop of Bjgrgvin diocese. 
A decision on the appointment is expected in July. 


Trond Bakkevig, general secretary of the Council on Foreign Relations of the 
[Lutheran] Church of Norway (NK), has been appointed private adviser to the 
government minister of foreign affairs. The council's acting general 
secretary is now Atle Sommerfeldt, like Bakkeving an NK pastor. [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘Communique From Vatican-WCC Meeting’ EPS 87.05.67 


This communiqué was issued at the end of the recent meeting of the Joint 
Working Group. 


Li The Joint Working Group between the World Council of Churches and the 
Roman Catholic church met from 30 April to 7 May at Bossey near Geneva in 
Switzerland. The 26 members and consultants from various parts of the world 
began by describing a variety of local ecumenical situations. 


2. A major topic was the relationship between the local and universal 
dimension of the church. This was approached by a discussion of the church 
as communion. Three major papers were presented by Orthodox, Roman Catholic, 
and Lutheran theologians. The Joint Working Group asked that further work be 
done on this important topic. 


A suggestion made by the late Dr Visser 't Hooft [the first WCC general 
secretary] at the time of the visit of Pope Paul II to the World Council of 
Churches in 1984 has also occasioned a preliminary study on the concept of 
‘hierarchy of truths'. This, along with a discussion on the relationship of 
the universal and local church was seen as providing a new framework for 
greater progress in the pursuit of Christian unity. 


3. Closely connected to the pursuit of unity is the need to encourage the 
ecumenical formation of a future generation of pastoral workers. The first 
draft of a publication to provide suggestions to this end was examined by the 
Joint Working Group. 


4. While pursuing the goal of unity by positive means, the members of the 
Joint Working Group felt the need to examine new sources of division, those 
ethical and other issues which cause divisions, which often transcend 
denominational lines. The discussion on mixed marriages of Christians 
revealed the need for great sensitivity to these situations and for continual 
pastoral care, often exercised ecumenically. 


- A report was also given of the WCC Consultation on National Councils of 
Churches (there are more than 30 councils with Roman Catholic membership). 
National councils of churches can assist steps towards visible unity when they 
provide opportunities for joint prayer and theological dialogue as well as 
providing for a united Christian witness in matters of justice and peace. 


6. Members of the WCC staff enumerated a variety of areas, e.g. dialogue 
with other religions, theological studies and concern for evangelism, where 
there is considerable WCC-RCC collaboration. 


At the same time there was a call for greater international co-operation in 
addressing the effects of technology in society as well as the pressing 
concern for the plight of asylum seekers. 


The report of the [WCC-Vatican] Consultative Committee on Social Thought and 
Action proposed an agenda which would address the problems of racism and 
religious freedom. 


A progress report on the WCC programme on Justice, Peace and the Integrity of 
Creation described a variety of ways in which Roman Catholic participation in 
the programme might be facilitated. 


Ts The members of the Joint Working Group welcomed representatives of the 
Roman Catholic, Protestant, and Orthodox churches of Switzerland and shared 
ecumenical experiences and discussed topics of common concern. [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: “The Lusaka Statement" EPS 87.05.68 


This text was issued following an ecumenical meeting in Lusaka (Zambia) on 
the situation in southern Africa (EPS 87.05.63). 


... [The Context: Since the meeting of church leaders on southern Africa in 
Harare in 1985]..the situation in South Africa has considerably worsened. In 
the last 11 months more than 20,000 opponents of the apartheid regime have 
been detained, among them black children as young as seven years of age. The 
emergency powers of the South African regime have placed the country under 
virtual martial law. During the same period, South Africa's detention, 
killing, and violent oppression of the Namibian people has also escalated. ... 


We began our meeting on the ninth anniversary of the Kassinga Massacre, 
remembering the 800 Namibians, mostly women and children who were killed by 
the South African army in their refugee camp in Angola. A few days prior to 
the meeting South Africa attacked Livingstone, Zambia, killing four innocent 
persons, yet another reminder of South Africa's policy of destabilisation and 
aggression against the Frontline States [countries near South Africa]. 


We have heard the moving testimony of the victims of apartheid. The cruel 
reality of life in the townships of South Africa and the horrors of occupation 
in Namibia have been brought home to us in the most graphic terms. Anguish, 
suffering, unimaginable pain and heroic resistance are the hallmarks of the 
struggle for justice in southern Africa. ... Our duty to ensure that the 
resolutions that follow are translated into early action is in no doubt. 


The Theology: It is our belief that civil authority is instituted of God to 
do good, and that under the biblical imperative all people are obliged to do 
justice and show special care for the oppressed and the poor. It is this 
understanding that leaves us with no alternative but to conclude that the 
South African regime and its colonial domination of Namibia is illegitimate. 


We recognise that the people of South Africa and Namibia who are yearning for 
justice and peace, have identified the liberation movements of their countries 
to be authentic vehicles that express their aspirations for self-determination. 
We as churches also recognise and repent of our failure to work as vigorously 
as possible for the implementation of the Harare Declaration as a basis for 
bringing the present regime in South Africa and Namibia to an end. We again 
commit ourselves to the Harare Declaration, and so to work for the removal of 
the present rulers who persistently usurp the stewardship of God's authority. 


The Challenge: 1. We call on the churches and international community to 
recognize the overwhelming material sacrifice and suffering of the people of 
the Frontline States in combating apartheid and the destabilizing influence of 
the Pretoria regime in the region. This necessitates an immediate and 
enhanced programme of aid and assistance to the Frontline States ... in order 
to reduce their dependence upon South Africa and to enable them to continue to 
support both refugee victims of apartheid and those movements actively engaged 
in the struggle for liberation. 


2. We affirm the unquestionable right of the people of Namibia and South 
Africa to secure justice and peace through the liberation movements. While 
remaining committed to peaceful change we recognize that the nature of the 
South African regime which wages war against its own inhabitants and 
neighbours compels the movements to the use of force along with other means to 
end oppression. We call upon the churches and the international community to 
seek ways to give this affirmation practical effect in the struggle for 
liberation in the region and to strengthen their contacts with the liberation 
movements. [over] 
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a We affirm that the end to the conflict in Namibia and the attainment of 
self-determination by the Namibian people lies in the implementation of UN 
Security Council Resolution 435 (1978). We therefore condemn the attempt by 
the United States, in collusion with other members of the Western Contact 
Group and with the minority government of South Africa, to bypass this 
resolution by linking the independence of Namibia to extraneous issues such as 
the withdrawal of Cuban troops from Angola. We recognize the willingness of 
SWAPO, the sole and authentic representative of the people of Namibia, to 
enter into an immediate ceasefire on the basis of UN Security Council 
Resolution 435. We call upon the churches to mark the 10th anniversary year 
of the UN Security Council Resolution 435 with a programme of action to end 
the colonial domination of Namibia. We further call upon the church to 
observe 4 May as a World Day of Prayer for a free Namibia. 


4. We urgently call upon the churches in countries which, through economic 
and political co-operation with South Africa and Namibia, support the 
apartheid regime, to exert increased pressure upon their governments to 
implement sanctions, and upon banks, corporations and trading institutions to 
withdraw from doing business with South Africa and Namibia. We especially 
call upon the international community not to engage in newly devised deceptive 
forms of disinvestment which maintain the status quo, but instead to apply 
immediate and comprehensive sanctions on South Africa and Namibia. 


5» We note with the gravest concern the growing number of those imprisoned, 
tortured, on trial, under sentence of death, and bereaved as a result of the 
actions of the apartheid regime. We call upon the churches, especially those 
outside Namibia and South Africa to respond with prayer and increased efforts 
to publicise and meet with material assistance the needs and concerns of those 
who bear this particular burden of apartheid. 


6. We condemn the censorship of the media and the concerted campaign of 
misinformation directed by the apartheid regime and its collaborators against 
the opponents and victims of apartheid. We call upon the churches and the 
international community to take steps to secure the freedom of information 
about and within southern Africa through their own, and if necessary, new 
mechanisms, thus ensuring the fair and objective reporting of events in the 
region. 


7. We recognize, at this crucial time (Kairos) in the history of southern 
Africa, the need for unity of purpose and action on the part of all those 
concerned with the process of liberation in the region, not least amongst the 
churches themselves whose failings in this respect are a cause for 
repentance. We see the suffering that results where unity is not present. 
We commit ourselves to further the cause of unity in our own churches, and in 
our ministry to the movements for liberation operating to bring an end to the 
illegitimate regime in South Africa and Namibia. 


8. We call upon the WCC, in the light of the Harare Declaration and the 
previous resolutions, to establish, with urgency a mechanism whereby the 
progress of member churches and others in implementing the Harare Declaration 
and these resolutions can be monitored, and through appropriate advice and 
encouragement, made more effective. Special attention should be given to the 
implementation of economic sanctions. This monitoring process should occur 
at national, regional and international levels. We recommend that further 
meetings of churches, liberation movements and others be held within eighteen ~ 
months to review the results of the monitoring process. ... [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Beyers Naudé: 'The Church Role in South Africa’ EPS 87.05.69 


Naudé is general secretary of the South African Council of Churches. This is 
the conclusion of a report he prepared for an ecumenical meeting in Lusaka on 
the situation in southern Africa [EPS 87.05.37, 63]. The other portions of 
the report deal with the current situation, violence and counter-violence, 
co-optation asa parallel strategy, and expected developments. 


... The Christian forces in South Africa [must] apply their minds much more 
actively and meaningfully to the serious crisis in which we find ourselves and 
to the need for a better understanding of their own position and their moral 
responsibility towards the community of South Africa. This responsibility 
has to exercise especially in the following spheres: 


Striving for justice and liberation: The church should make it unmistakeably 
clear, insofar as it has not yet done so, that it fully supports the striving 


for justice and liberation of the oppressed people of the country. Lt ywill 
require a much clearer identification with the goals of liberation which the 
oppressed people of South Africa have set themselves and of concrete proof 
that the churches are willing not only to make verbal pronouncements but to 
give concrete support in every possible form to the achievement of this goal. 


Solidarity with the poor and the oppressed: The individual churches of South 
Africa have up until now not given adequate proof and expression of their 


understanding of the gospel in the need to be in solidarity with the poor and 
the oppressed. If one for instance thinks of the lack of the necessary 
support which has been given to the workers in their struggle for basic 
rights, it becomes clear in how many respects the church is far behind in its 
expression of concrete solidarity with the poor and the oppressed. Much 
greater attention needs to be given to consistent programmes of education and 
action in order to give the necessary proof of the sincerity of our solidarity 
as churches with the oppressed masses of our country. 


Role of mediation and reconciliation: A number of church leaders are 
constantly occupying their minds to determine to what degree the role of 
mediation and reconciliation could be affected in the present circumstances. 
The conflicts which have emerged between black and black opposition forces 
(the followers of the UDF versus those of AZAPO) and now of late between the 
black progressive and black consciousness movements on the one hand and 
Inkatha on the other hand have clearly indicated the need for such a role of 
mediation and reconciliation. 


The ongoing tension between black and white in South Africa is another source 
of deep and growing concern especially to deal with the rising tide of fear 
and anger of the white community as it realizes that it cannot maintain its 
privileged position of political and economic power enjoyed up to present. 


In addition there is the intransingent attitude of the government with regard 
to the liberation movements and its blank refusal to negotiate with the ANC 
except if this movement renounces violence in every form, whereas the ANC 
presumably maintains that it is willing to consider a temporary suspension of 
violence if the government is willing to guarantee a prior similar reaction on 
its part. 


The church leaders meeting which considered the situation when meeting in 
Johannesburg on 10-11 February 1987 ... listed the following issues which 
should be placed on the agenda of the conference in Lusaka ...: (1) the need 


to ensure the total abolition of apartheid; (2) the need to ensure the mutual 
renunciation of all forms of violence; (3) the need to emphasize the release 


of all political prisoners and the right of exiles to return. [over] 
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[Also,] (4) the need for ensuring the unity of the liberation movements 
outside the country and of the different black political groupings inside 
South Africa; (5) the need to discuss the education crisis and the influence 
which the liberation movements could exert to ensure greater unity inside 
South Africa; (6) the danger of an ever-increasing destabilization of the 
surrounding states by South Africa and the need to consider the steps which 
could be taken to ensure greater economic independence of the Frontline States 
from South Africa; (7) the need to consider our Christian wisdom of a 
post-apartheid society and the role of the church in this regard. ... 


Clarity regard to its stand on violence: As the armed struggle in South 


Africa increases and as the community in the townships increasingly experience 
a situation of low-scale warfare the church will have to reconsider its 
understanding of violence and the attitude which it believes that Christians 
should take to the already-existing situation of violence in South Africa. 


It is simply not good enough to state that the church is against violence in 
any form; this has become a platitude which has almost lost its meaning in 
the situation of increasing conflict, violence and bloodshed in our country. 
A much clearer pronouncement is needed in order to guide Christians in the 
painful reality of violence in which thousands are already involved in some 
form or other. 


The role of the international community: The churches will also have to spell 
out much more clearly the steps which they believe the international political 
and church community could take, especially our ecumenical partners, in order 
to terminate the violence in South Africa, to eradicate an apartheid rule once 
and for all, and to prepare for a future South Africa. The question of 
sanctions as a non-violent method of pressurizing the South African government 
to take more effective steps towards fundamental change, should also again be 
seriously considered. 


In this consideration, the position of the neighbouring states, their heavy 
economic dependency on South Africa, the military domination by South Africa 
of the whole of the southern hemisphere - all these factors have to be debated 
and considered very carefully in order to come to an agreed understanding of 
the role of the churches in affecting reconciliation based on justice. 


Preparing for a future South Africa: Whilst all this is taking place the 


churches should be made aware much more than up until now of the need to 
obtain for themselves a vision of a future South Africa, of a political, 
economic, educational and social system which would be more in accordance with 
the demands of justice and love of the gospel than the immoral system of 
apartheid which has been devised and kept in force for so many decades. 


The lack of clarity in this regard within the churches, the disunity within 
our own ranks of what we understand the demands of the gospel to be, and the 
lack of preparation in study, research and guidance of the thoughts of our 
membership regarding the future of the country, is something which we should 
deeply deplore and try to rectify as soon as possible. 


Whatever the intermediate situation of growing conflict, violence and 
bloodshed may be, and how deeply this is to be regretted, one fact is certain 
and stands out above all other things, the day of liberation of the oppressed 
people of South Africa is drawing nearer and it will be realized despite all 
the efforts on the part of the ruling regime to prevent or to delay the forces 
of freedom. ... [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Yvonne Delk: "Singing the Lord's Song in a Strange Land" EPS 87.05.70 


Delk, on ordained minister, is executive director of the Office for Church in 
Society of the [US] United Church of Christ. She was a participant in the 
ecumenical meeting on southern Africa this month in Lusaka [EPS 87.05.37,63]. 
This is excerpted from her meditation on the closing day of the paneer anaes. 
One of the biblical references she used was Psalm 137:4: "How can we sing a 
song of the Lord in a-strange and alien land?" 


--»- Those of us who are inside of South Africa and Namibia and those of us who 
stand outside in the Frontline States, the rest of Africa and the 
international communities can sing God's song. 


We can sing if we remember. Remembering provides us with a standing 
ground. It tells us who we are in ways that we are not free to walk away 
from. Remembering has binding authority. It provides the context for 
Saying yes and no. 


We must remember first and foremost that we are the people of God. Our 
authority, power, and our calling comes from this God who is the creator and 
source of our being. It is this God who calls us by name, grants to us our 
purpose and our mission. 


Once we have been named by God, no power, no force, no authority, no Bothas, 
no Reagans, no Thatchers, or racists, or sexists can reduce us to namelessness 
again. 


We remember that we are a people with a story and a history. We remember our 
people - all those whose lives have been taken in the quest for justice, peace 
and liberation. We remember all who are in prison, in exile, in refugee 
camps. 


We remember our children, our youth, our men and our women who have been 
persecuted for a righteous and just cause. And we tell the stories over and 
over again - stories about Kassinga, Soweto, Sharpville. 


We tell stories about slavery and those who have fought for equality and 
liberty - Sojourner Truth, Harriet Tubman, Frederick Douglas, John Brown, 
Malcolm X, and Martin Luther King Jr. 


When we remember, we are rooted. We are not used or co-opted by the forces 
of evil. We have a standing ground - a place from which we can say yes or no. 


On April 27-29, 1987, thousands of Americans, standing on the ground of 
religious conviction, said yes to God by saying no to the policies of our 
administration on South Africa and Namibia. We marched in the streets of 
Washington, D.C. We blocked the gates of the Central Intelligence Agency and 
over 575 persons were arrested and released. 


Remembering provides an identity, a standing ground and it provides courage in 
the struggle for justice and peace. 


We can sing God's song if we are a people of hope ... 


The old order is crumbling and the new age is at hand. A justice wedge has 
been driven through apartheid. Truth and freedom is at hand. Once in 
motion, justice will not be denied, truth will not be denied, freedom will not 
be denied. The needs for the new day are being sown in struggle - the 
struggle for dignity, the struggle for wholeness, the struggle of God's people 
to enter the promised land. [over] 


delk/2 
We can sing God's song if we see life whole. 


We must see ourselves as a connected people. We are connected to those who 
have come before us and those who will come after us. In this meeting, 
connections have been made in powerful and moving ways. 


How many of us will ever forget the moment when Oliver Tambo and Beyers Naudé 
met for the first time [EPS 87.05.65]? Two men of God, united by the same 
vision of justice; one inside South Africa, the other outside of South 
Africa. It was a holy moment. 


I will never forget the scenes of those in exile and those in South Africa 
being united in this meeting. 


There was a moment in the refugee camp when a brother from inside of South 
Africa, picked up a child born in exile and held her close to his heart. I 
could feel his pain as he longed to take her to her homeland. 


This has been a powerful meeting for making connections - among the churches 
and the liberation movements yoked in the quest for justice and peace, the 
international community and those in Africa linked in struggle for the 
liberation of South Africa and Namibia. These are all signs and symbols of 
the new community. 


We have come from the East, West, North and South, young and old; male and 
female. We are all members one of another. We each need the other to be 
whole. 


It is a vision of all of us joined together in community that sustains us in 
Babylon. The journey cannot be taken alone; it must be taken in community. 


It is the faithful community, surrounded by the community of saints from all 
ages, that provides us with the courage to struggle against the powers and 
principalities of evil and to sing with determination God's songs. It is also 
God's word to us - a word of hope for all people in exile; ... 


Sisters and brothers, many of us are travellers in a weary land. We are in 
exile existing by the rivers of our own Babylons. I therefore remind you - 
you are God's people, you are God's instruments of hope, and you are connected 
to all of those who struggle for justice and peace and liberation. God's 
power, spirit is surrounding each of you. You have been created for a time 
such as this. 


We must sing God's songs - the song of a new heaven and a new earth, the song 
of justice, freedom, and equality. 


When we sing with courage and conviction, I believe the proud will be 
scattered in the plans of their own hearts, princes will be dethroned, the 
lowly will be lifted, the needy will be supplied with good things, the rich 
will be sent away empty handed, apartheid will crumble, Namibia will be free, 
and justice and mercy will sald down like a mighty stream. 


Behold, sisters and brothers, the dawning of a new day. The God of justice 
and fr eaion is here. And so we say: Lead on, O God of freedom. We follow 
not with fear. For gladness breaks like morning, whenever your face appears. 
The crown is lifted over us. We glory in its might. Lead on, 0 God of 
justice. Lead on, O God of might. [EPS] 
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SCHOPTALK (54/20) 
EPS HAS A NEW TELEPHONE NUMBER: 91.61.56. 


Southern Africa News Update is a periodic collection of articles available 
from the WCC Programme to Combat Racism (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20). The 
latest issue (number 4) is dated 14 May. 


New from WCC Publications (Box 66, CH-121l1 Geneva 20): Who Are the Poor? 
The Beatitudes As A Call to Community, by John S. Pobee. Number 32 in the 
Risk book series, it costs 8.50 Swiss francs, 5.50 US dollars, 3.50 UK pounds. 


The new (April) issues of two WCC quarterlies have appeared. The Ecumenical 
Review focuses on “Christianity and Culture", marking 40 years of the WCC 
Ecumenical Institute. International Review of Mission focuses on its own 75th 
anniversary, with 44 selections from previous issues. Copies of either or 
both are available from WCC Publications, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


Moscow Church Herald is a new monthly publication of the Russian [Eastern] 
Orthodox church, published in Russian, English, French, German, Spanish, and 
Arabic. It costs 35 US dollars for one year, 60 for two. Its address is 
Pogodinskaya 20, Moscow 119435. The inaugural issue includes several colour 
photographs, and articles on the theological schools in Leningrad, an 
international Islamic peace conference last October in Baku, Armenia, Moscow's 
Jewish community, icon painting, Saint Nicholas, and Soviet Baptists. 


The Christian Council of Nigeria (Box 2838, Lagos) says it has pictures of 

all church buildings burnt in recent disturbances in the country. It also has 
a list of 74 church buildings destroyed in Zaria and 11 burnt or damaged in 
Kaduna. CCN General Secretary C.0. Williams also says there is "no truth 
whatsoever" in the information from the Muslim newspaper referred to in EPS 
87.03.118. 


The Swiss church-aid agency Pain Pour le Prochain (Missionsstrasse 21, CH-4003 
Basel) has available two articles on what it describes as a "unique experience 
in the field of trade/labour concerns/consumer issues - the case of the Del 


Monte ‘social clause'." 


A provisional WCC calendar of meetings is available on request to EPS. 
Photo Oikoumene, the WCC photo catalogue, is available to those who request 
it: WCC/Visual Arts, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. A set of catalogues dating 
back to February 1981 is available for 15 Swiss francs. Also available are 
photos which may be used with EPS stories. 


EPS deadlines (7h00 GMT): 18,25 May; 10,24 June. 


EPS headlines can be telexed to you. We pay for that. You can then ask 
for texts of items you want. You pay for that. 


EPS printing: this issue, 19 May; next issue, 26 May. 


EPS appears about 45 times a year. 


FIJI: CHURCH LEADERS Ecumenical Press 


CONDEMN ARMY TAKEOVER Service 87.05.71 
SUVA - A statement from the heads of denominations in this Pacific island 


mation, published (15 May) in the Fiji Times newspaper, condemns the military 
coup which toppled the country's new "democratically elected government. 


"We call on the Royal Fiji Military Forces", the church leaders say, "to cease 
all such hostilities, and to release the hostages immediately, and to 
surrender to the sovereign authority of the land." 


The church leaders also urge the population, which numbers about 700,000, "not 
to offer support to the military takeover, and to stay calm during this most 
trying time. ... For the sake of the people of Fiji, and for the preservation 
of the sanctity of law and order", they appeal to Fiji's governor-general (who 
represents Queen Elizabeth II, who is head of state in several Commonwealth 
countries, including Fiji), "not to accede to any request" from coup leaders. 


They also call on the former prime minister, now leader of the opposition, to 
“immediately dissociate himself and his party" from the coup. 


Urging "Christian values of justice, peace, tolerance, goodwill, freedom, 
love, patience, forgiveness, sacrifice, and obedience", the leaders conclude 
with a call to "the people of Fiji of all religions to join us in prayer for 
an end to this most grievous situation, and for the restoration of our 
duly-elected government immediately." 


Ethnic Indians slighly outnumber ethnic Fijians in the country; the coup 
followed an election in which a coalition government with an Indian majority 
took power. Coup leaders say they acted to prevent harm to Fijian culture and 
interests, and that new political arrangements will not allow an Indian 
Majority in future governments. 


Christians account for about half the population, Hindus for about two-fifths, 
Muslims for about a tenth. About half of Fiji's Christians are Methodists. 
Most of the rest are either Roman Catholics or Pentecostals (Assemblies of 
God). [EPS] 


UK: UNITED REFORMED ACT ON AIDS, Ecumenical Press 
RACISM, DRINKING LAWS, BAPTISM Service 87.05.72 


CARDIFF (Wales) - The General Assembly (here, 11-15 May) of the United 
Reformed Church in the UK decided to appoint a minister, Martin Hazell, 
full-time to look after questions related to the disease Aids. It also 
adopted a declaration on racism, which commits the URC to challenge and equip 
church members to resist racism within themselves, the church, and society. 


Another resolution asks the UK government to undertake a comprehensive review 
of UK laws about the sale of alcohol, before making any changes (such as 
allowing public houses to stay open all day). It notes that consumption and 
abuse of alcohol have been rising steeply in the country. 


A report to the assembly from the URC Doctrine and Worship Committee 
emphasized that baptism is unrepeatable. However, a number of ministers - 
some of whom were baptized as infants and again when they were older - 
advocated a more flexible approach. 


The URC includes congregations where the baptism of older persons is the norm, 
though in most, baptism is administered to people of any age. [EPS] 


WORLD ASSOCIATION DEBATES Ecumenical Press 
‘PEOPLE'S COMMUNICATION' Service 87.05.73 


NEWMARKET (England) - Meeting here (6-13 May), the Central Committee of the 
World Association for Christian Communication received and discussed the final 


| 


report of the WACC Inter-Cultural Programme, which began in 1981. It detailed 


“initiatives in the use of traditional communication for achieving social 
change" in Mexico, India (Tamilnadu and West Bengal), and the Philippines. 


Among the programme's assumptions were that "mass media did not seem to bring 
about social change in a direction or of a quality that WACC thought 
desirable", and that “in certain Third World societies", there are alternative 
modes of communication able to produce social changes of a different quality 
and at a faster pace. 


Such forms of communication it described as indigenous, low cost, accessible 
to people and capable of management by them, participatory, and able to 
influence consciousness and raise awareness more effectively than mass media. 
They also use minimum and/or appropriate technology, and can produce 
"self-generated and endogenous" rather than “induced-from-outside or 
exogenous" change. 


A summary of the programme's experiences said "there is nothing sacrosanct 
about indigenous traditional or culture-based communication", but rather "they 
acquire significance only in the context of a developed and motivated 
consciousness." It also observed that "in the struggle to emerge from 
oppression, powerless people turn to tools or forms of communication which are 
available to them, which they can understand and manage, and which will not in 
turn become tools of another dominance. Traditional or indigenous forms of 
communication are valuable in that they lend themselves to that purpose." 


However, it went on, “the emphasis is not on ‘traditional’ or on ‘indigenous’ 
or on'culture'. The emphasis is on 'participation' and 'access'. Therefore, 
the use of audio-visual aids, even audio and video technology, is not 
excluded, if they can be accessed, and if the people can participate in them. 
The central communication reality is not the medium or the message, but the 
consciousness of the people." 


It was reported that the programme's assumptions were largely borne out by its 
findings. Discussion included implications for WACC work, since, it was 
noted, WACC cannot afford to continue funding "the rising costs of mass media 
and technology-based communication", 


The committee okayed a plan to hold an international assembly in 1989, with a 
theme related to communication and people's power. It re-elected William 
Fore, assistant general secretary for communication at the [US] National 
Council of Churches, as WACC president. 


The approximately 25 committee members were joined by 18 consultants 
representing funding agencies, special programme concerns, and related 
organizations (Lutheran World Federation, Intermedia, World Council of 
Churches). The committee comes from seven regions - Africa, Asia, Latin 
America/Caribbean, Middle East, Pacific, Europe, and North America. 


The meeting followed inauguration of the new WACC headquarters (357 Kennington 
Lane, London SE11 5QY), and reflected the organization's new constitution and 
structure. They provide for a smaller committee to meet annually, and three 
WACC "sectors" - evaluation and projects, forum and advocacy, and services. 
The new constitution says WACC's object is the "advancement of the Christian 
faith throughout the world by all means of communication." [EPS] 


US: ECUMENICAL DELEGATION TO Ecumenical Press 
VISIT NORTH AND SOUTH KOREA Service 87.05.74 


KANSAS CITY (Missouri) - An 1ll-member delegation of the [US] National Council 
of Churches is to visit North and South Korea, 19 June-2 July. According to 
an announcement at the semi-annual meeting of the 270-member NCC Governing 
Board (here, 13-15 May), the NCC group "will offer the support of US churches 
to Koreans on both sides ... in their efforts to bring peace and unity to 
their land", divided since 1945. 


Farmers and farmers’ advocates urged board members to help stop "displacement 
and the oppression" of "landed people". The board unanimously endorsed a 
boycott of California table grapes, as urged by the United Farmworkers of 
America, to continue till growers "voluntarily stop using life-threatening 
pesticides on grapes" and "guarantee that farm workers will have fair and free 
elections, and that contracts will be negotiated in good faith." 


In a vote on southern Africa, the board affirmed the recent, ecumenical 
"Lusaka Statement" [EPS 87.05.68]. There was controversy about a paragraph 
which says, in part: "While remaining committed to peaceful change, we 
recognize that the nature of the South African regime, which wages war against 
its own inhabitants and neighbours, compels the movements to the use of force, 
along with other means, to end oppression." The fewer than a dozen negative 
votes were cast by one Eastern Orthodox, Brethren, and Quaker representatives. 


In his address to the board, NCC General Secretary Arie Brouwer urged an 
outpouring of letters to protest the arrest, detention, and torture of 10,000 
children detained in South Africa in the past 11 months. He also outlined 
eight marks of ecumenical credibility. 


The board also: 


+ heard Cecil Robeck, an Assemblies of God minister and assistant dean and 
professor of church history at Fuller Theological Seminary (Pasadena, 
California) speak about dialogue between NCC denominations and Pentecostals. 


+ heard Roman Catholic Bishop William Keeler (Harrisburg, Pennsylvania), who 
chairs the ecumenical affairs committee of the conference of US Roman Catholic 
bishops, outline the pope's trip to the US next September, including a private 
meeting with two dozen ecumenical church leaders, and an ecumenical service in 
a football stadium in Columbia (South Carolina). 


+ urged that plans for the 200th anniversary of the US constitution (in 
1989) include participation by American Indians, and asked Congress (the US 
legislature) to proclaim 22-29 November American Indian Week. 


+ opposed the "English-as-the-Official US Language Movement" because of its 
"racist overtones". 


+ marked the 40th anniversary of Church World Service, an NCC division. 


Following a tradition in the Church of the Brethren, the board opened its 
Meeting with a service of footwashing. Representatives of two Quaker 
denominations led morning worship on another day. 


A third consultation on teaching about the nature of the church scheduled 
btween representatives of the NCC and the Universal Fellowship of Metropolitan 
Churches, a predominantly homosexual denomination, scheduled to follow the 
board meeting was postponed when only six of the NCC's 32 denominations said 
they would send representatives. It was rescheduled for 19 September. [EPS] 


Methodist bishop: make firing incompetent ministers easier EPS 87.05.75 
LOS ANGELES - Jack Tuell, bishop for the United Methodist California-Pacific 
Area, says procedural obstacles to removing incompetent clergy are a 
"scandal", After two months of research, Tuell called it “incongruous to 
treat incompetence as if it were a crime or an immoral act." He said it was 
"not an offence at all, but rather a condition which is either a fact or 
not." Tuell said that since removing ministers for incompetence is so 
difficult, problem pastors are simply moved from one congregation to another, 
so "they ruin not one church but five." [EPS] 


US official: Reagan, not bishops, in step with pope on arms EPS 87.05.76 
WASHINGTON - Edward Rowny, a special adviser to US President Ronald Reagan on 


arms control, says US policy is “consistent with the moral evaluation of — 


deterrence policies" of Pope John Paul. He singled out the US proposal for a 
space-based defence against missiles (popularly known as Star Wars) as in 
harmony with the pope's views. Speaking to a conservative Roman Catholic 
group (here, 1 May), Rowney said Roman Catholic bishops in the US, who have 
been critical of the US policies, fail to measure them “fully and fairly" by 


the pope's criteria. He said they are consistent with "Christian common _ 


sense" from "the great teachers of the centuries, including" the pope. [EPS] 


Italy: Protestant federation objects to pope on Mary EPS 87.05.77 
ROME - The Federation of Evangelical Churches in Italy (including Reformed 


(Waldensian), Methodist, Lutheran, Salvation Army, and Baptist members) has 
criticized the pope's recent letter on Mary (EPS 87.04.136) because "the Bible 
in no way gives grounds for the worship of Mary, or for her role as mediator, 
both of which were emphatically confirmed" in the letter. [EPS] 


Europe: Baptists sponsor singles conference EPS 87.05.78 
WIESBADEN (FRG) - More than 600 singles met here for a three-day Fifth 


International Singles Conference jointly sponsored by the German Baptist Union 
and the European Baptist Convention. Theme of the meeting was "New 
Beginnings". At the conference, the union released the first issue of a new 
two-colour magazine, "Leben als Single" ("Life as a Single"). [EPS] 


US: denomination dismisses tv evangelist EPS 87.05.79 
SPRINGFIELD (Missouri) - The [Pentecostal] Assemblies of God dismissed (6 May) 
tv evangelist Jim Bakker and one of his top aides, Richard Dortch, for 
"conduct unbecoming a minister". Bakker left his tv ministry in March after 
admitting sexual misconduct; several other charges against them have surfaced 
Since. Both then tried to return their ministerial credentials, but the 
denomination would not let them, pending results of its investigation. [EPS] 


US: Baptist seminaries sponsor conference on biblical inerrancy EPS 87.05.80 
RIDGECREST (North Carolina) - The six seminaries of the Southern Baptist 
Convention sponsored a Conference on Biblical Inerrancy (here, 4-7 May). At 
it, scholars and Baptist leaders were among the 1000 or so participants who 
examined an issue which has been a major aspect of the decade-old 
theological/political struggle in the second-largest US denomination. [EPS] 


Burundi: bishops ask dialogue with government EPS 87.05.81 

BUJUMBURA - In a letter to Interior Minister Charles Kazatsa, Burundi's Roman 
Catholic bishops ask for a dialogue to discuss church-state tensions [EPS 
87.02.28,03.71,04.64]. Echoing concerns raised by Burundi’ President 
Jean-Baptiste Bagaza, the bishops objected to a "foreign press campaign" 
seeking to “discredit and destablize the country". Endorsing the secular 
nature of the state, the bishops say the church is not nostalgic for the past, 


but only seeks liberty guaranteed it by the country's constitution. Burundi | 


was once a Belgian colony. About four of its five million people are counted 
as Christian, most of them Roman Catholic. [EPS] ; 


GDR: Working Group on Church and Judaism meeting EPS 87.05.82 
LEIPZIG - ''Know Yourself - Understand Others" is the theme of the annual 
colloquium (here, 10-13 June) of the East German (GDR) Working Group on the 
Church and Judaism. [EPS] 


Europe: Lutheran commission on church, Jews meets EPS 87.05.83 
BUDAPEST - The European Lutheran Commission on the Church and the Jewish 
People (LEKKJ) met (here, 6-8 May) at the same time as the executive committee 
of the World Jewish Congress. There were some joint gatherings. LEKKJ is 
made up of 14 organizations in 10 countries. Its meeting here concentrated on 
Christian attitudes towards encounters with Jews; a communiqué from the 
meeting said the spectrum of Lutheran views includes "mission", "dialogue", 
and "witness". As part of their meeting, participants visited the Jewish 
seminary here (the only such institution in Eastern Europe), the city's main 
synagogue, and the Jewish museum. [EPS] 


USSR: Lithuanian leader speaks out on nationalism, religion EPS 87.05.84 
VILNIUS - In a speech reported in the Communist Party newspaper of Lithuania, 
one of the republics of the Soviet Union, the leader of the party there, 
Petras Griskevicius, called for stronger "arguments against religious 
convictions", and an effort to "get rid of clerical extremism once and for 
all." He also spoke against "all forms of nationalist narrow-mindedness and 
arrogance, of nationalism and chauvinism." This year marks the 600th 
anniversary of Lithuania's conversion to Christianity. Most Christians there 
are Roman Catholics. [EPS] 


FRG: military bishop questions status of soldiers EPS 87.05.85 
HAMBURG - Heinz-Georg Binder, military bishop of the Evangelical Church in 
Germany (EKD, which groups United, Lutheran, and Reformed Lgndeskixehen 
(church regions) in Berlin (West) and the FRG), has asked for velarification:, 
from the EKD leadership as to whether pirate belies objection is a "clearer 
sign" of Christian thinking than readiness to serve in the armed forces. At a 
conference of Evangelical military chaplains, Binder objected that soldiers 
are considered inferior Christians. Speaking to the same meeting, Agnes 
Hiirland-Biining, parliamentary state secretary in the defence ministry, 
objected to efforts to "divide soldiers from the church". [EPS] 


Uganda: Anglican bishops debate monogamy, polygamy EPS 87.05.86 
KAMPALA - Uganda's Anglican bishops have offered different emphases in recent 
statements on the question of the degree of church acceptance possible for 
marriages involving more than two spouses. Speaking to a women's group, 
Livingstone Nkoyoyo, bishop of Mukono diocese, said polygamy was contrary to 
biblical teaching. He criticized another bishop, Christopher Senyonjo of West 
Buganda diocese, for suggesting polygamous marriages could help curb spread of 
the disease Aids. Senyonjo is a member of a group appointed by the Anglican 
Consultative Council to study "polygamy and the Christian family". In a 
recent lecture, he suggested that the church must "allow people to come to 
Christ who can transform our stale and tasteless marriages into sweet wine, be 
they monogamous or polygamous." [EPS] 


US: Coalition for Solidarity with Christians in the USSR formed EPS 87.05.87 
WASHINGTON - A 15-organization Coalition for Solidarity with Christians in the 
USSR has been formed, to work for the release of Christian "prisoners of 
conscience" there. Among groups sponsoring the coalition are the Institute on 
Religion and Democracy (which has been very critical of the leaderships of US 
denominations and ecumenical organizations), Ukrainian and Lithuanian ethnic 
organizations, the National Interreligious Task Force (which has focused on 


Soviet Jews), National Association of Evangelicals, and the Trinitarian 
Fathers (a Roman Catholic religious order). [EPS] 


US: ministries seeking to change homosexuals meet as Exodus 12 EPS 87.05.88 


MINNEAPOLIS - More than 50 ministries - mostly charismatic, fundamentalist, 
and/or evangelical - which seek to change homosexuals into heterosexuals are 


to meet in the US state of Minnesota (21-27 June) as Exodus 12 (a biblical 
reference to the departure of the Israelites from slavery in Egypt). 
According to Religious News Service, “many homosexuals ... are bitter" about 
the Exodus 12 view that sexual reorientation is possible, "some saying it is 
'barbaric' and '‘unconscionable' because it damages people psychologically." 

RNS quotes Ralph Blair, founder of Evangelicals Concerned (an evangelical 
homosexual network), who says his “extensive study of '‘ex-gay' phenomena" 
convinces him changes cited by such ministries are "turnovers in testimonies, 
personnel, promises, definitions, expectations, and claims, not changes in 
sexual orientation and behaviour." Ed Hurst, director of one of the 
ministries, Outpost, says he encourages “healthy, same-sex friendships" to 
heal past "deficits" which can cause homosexuality. [EPS] 


Zimbabwe: church group leader faults ex-colleague's rebel link EPS 87.05.89 
HARARE - Mike Oman, Zimbabwe director for the evangelical Youth with a Mission 
(YWAM), says work by Thomas Schaaf, a former member of the One Way Christian 
Centre (with which YWAM runs a health clinic on a farm in Mozambique) is a 
“shock and quite an embarrassment". Schaaf now works in Washington as a 
communicator for the Mozambique National Resistance (MNR), a group fighting 
the Mozambique government. Oman made his comment in connection with a report 
that six church workers and an 18-month-old baby were kidnapped from the farm 
(13 May) by the MNR. Oman said YWAM has no sympathy for the MNR. [EPS] 


Scotland: Kirk assembly on Christian Aid, minister/parish rows EPS 87.05.90 
EDINBURGH - There were strong objections at the General Assembly of the 
[Reformed] Church of Scotland to a proposal that the Kirk's annual grant from 
central funds to Christian Aid (a division of the British Council of Churches) 
be stopped. (The Kirk is the only British denomination which gives such a 
grant - currently 85,000 pounds. It has done so since 1969.) In other 
action, the assembly changed procedures whereby a minister and a parish may be 
granted a “dissolution of the pastoral tie" (instead of a "termination of the 
minister's tenure"). The change is supposed to suggest that the minister is 
not automatically held responsible for the break in relations. [EPS] 


South Korea: pastors protest election rules by hunger strikes EPS 87.05.91 
SEOUL - More than 150 Presbyterian pastors, some with shaved heads, were 
reported on hunger strikes this month here and in other cities, including 
Inchon, Chunchon, Pusan, and Kwangju, to protest a government decision not to 
allow direct elections for a new president this year. Altogether, some 2000 
Christian clergy (of several denominations) and university people are said to 
be protesting. In addition, 750 Buddhist monks signed a communiqué of 
protest, and the National Council of Churches called for an overnight prayer 
vigil on the issue. Of the 42 million South Koreans, about a third are 
counted as Christians, slightly more as Buddhists. [EPS] 


Canada: interfaith vigil against return of death penalty EPS 87.05.92 
TORONTO - Christians, Jews, and Hindus joined this month in a 24-hour vigil 
against the return of the death penalty in Canada. The group gathered outside 
Don Jail here, site of Canada's last hanging, in 1962. Religious leaders have 
taken a major role in a coalition of groups opposing government proposals to 
bring back the penalty, abolished in 1976. [EPS] 


Canada: church reps denounce new refugee laws EPS 87.05.93 
TORONTO - The Inter-Church Committee for Refugees, an affiliate of the 


Canadian Council of Churches, has condemned government-proposed changes in 
Canada's refugee laws as "scandalous" and "draconian". It says they repudiate 
the country's humanitarian tradition. [EPS] 


Lutheran World Federation president dies EPS 87.05.94 
_ BUDAPEST - Zolt4n Kaldy, 68, presiding bishop of the Lutheran Church in 
Hungary since 1967 and president of the Lutheran World Federation since 1984, 
died here 17 May. He suffered a stroke in December 1985, from which he never 
recovered. A new bishop is to be chosen by the LCH, and one of its two 
bishops chosen presiding bishop. The LWF executive committee meeting in July 


is to deal with the question of succession in the LWF presidency. [EPS] 


USSR: atheist film catalogue published EPS 87.05.95 
MOSCOW - The Central House of Atheism and a section of the administrative body 
for Soviet cinema (Goskino) have jointly published an annotated catalogue and 
subject index of available films on scientific atheism. The Soviet journal 
Science and Religion says the new reference tool will facilitate the choice of 
the best possible films for conferences and seminars. [EPS] 


UK: Keston College announces ‘Suffering Church Sunday' EPS 87.05.96 
KESTON (Kent/England) - Keston College, an organization which specializes in 
researching and publicizing the situation of believers in communist countries, 
is asking that "the suffering church" be the subject of "teaching, preaching, 
and prayers" 14 June. According to a Keston announcement, there is a 
"consensus ... among organizations concerned with the plight of believers in 
communist countries that a special day every year should be set aside when 
people in the free world remember those who are suffering for their faith." 
Keston is distributing suggestions for prayer and liturgy, literature, 
teaching notes, biographies, and a poster in connection with the day. [EPS] 


Australia: church aid agency urges protests on immigration EPS 87.05.97 
CANBERRA - Australian Lutheran World Service is urging people to protest the 
country's immigration policy, which will reduce by half (compared to the last 
five years) the number of places for refugees. The government budget for 
refugee assistance has also been trimmed. [EPS] 


Singapore: Lausanne Committee moves headquarters, congress here EPS 87.05.98 
SINGAPORE - International headquarters of the Lausanne Committee for World 
Evangelization is moving here next month, from Charlotte (North Carolina/US). 
Also, the site of the LCWE's Second International Congress on World 
Evangelization, in July 1989, has been shifted here from Lausanne 
(Switzerland), site of the first such gathering, in 1974. Organizers say the 
change of site will save 3 million US dollars in congress costs. [EPS] 


Scotland: Kirk boards urge abortion restrictions, poverty action EPS 87.05.99 
EDINBURGH - In a report to the General Assembly [here, 16-22 May] of the 
[Reformed] Church of Scotland, its Board of Social Responsibility says 
abortion should be more difficult to obtain in Britain. It spoke of 
"consensus that in the great majority of cases, abortion has no moral 
justification, and represents the unwarranted destruction of human life that 
is made in the image of God." It said the analogy to abortion is "not ... the 
removal of an appendix, but ... euthanasia." The current official Kirk 
position, first voted by the 1966 assembly, is that abortion is allowable if 
"continuance of the pregnancy would involve serious risk to the life or grave 
injury to the health, whether physical or mental, of the pregnant woman." 
Another assembly report urged radical public policies to attack growing 
poverty in Britain. [EPS] 


Northeast Asia: consultation held on health, healing, wholeness EPS 87.05.100 
KYOTO (Japan) - About three dozen physicians, nurses, pastors, and theologians 
from Japan, Korea, China (including Taiwan and Hong Kong), and Vietnam 
attended a regional consultation on the Christian understanding of health, 
healing, and wholeness. It was one of a series sponsored by the Christian 
Medical Commission, part of the World Council of Churches. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Ghassan Rubeiz: ‘Christians in Lebanon’ EPS 87.05.101 


Rubeiz is Middle East secretary in the Commission on Inter-Church Aid, 
Refugee, and World Service of the World Council of Churches. This is 
excerpted from a longer report. The population of Lebanon is about 2.7 
million. 


The 1.5 million Christians of Lebanon have a special status in the region 
beyond the demographic weight. The position of Christians in Lebanon affects 
the relation of Christians in the region crucially. This phenomenon is often 
cited as a factor in negotiating power for Christians. The argument points to 
the symbolic value of Christian/Muslim balance of power and the future 
security of Christians in Lebanon. 


Such a favorable situation has transfer value for the entire Middle East, 
symbolically. The credibility of Muslims and Christians can best be tested on 
the Lebanese soil, where it is said a record of freedom has been established 
and the separation of the State from the Church is a basic premise for 
equality, fraternity and religious conviviality. 


Over 80 percent of the Christians live in one geographic community in Mount 
Lebanon, in the area of East Beirut and the surrounding mountains. Other 
communities of Christians outside "Christian Lebanon" are in Zahlé, in the 
Eastern Bikaa Valley, North Lebanon (Koura and Akkar), Jezzine (East of 
Southern city of Sidon) and extreme South (self proclaimed "security zone" of 
Israeli influence). 


WCC member churches represent about half of the Christians of Lebanon: Greek 
Orthodox, Armenian Orthodox, Armenian Evangelicals, Episcopalians [Anglicans], 
Protestants (Presbyterians), Syrian Orthodox, and Assyrians. The Catholics are 
the majority of Christians in Lebanon (mostly Maronites and Greek Catholics). 


The Church in Lebanon on the whole is not militant, and it is not crucial in 
the political struggle. The militias exploit the symbols of organized religion 
to awaken the instincts of pride, history, race, class, the "future", the 
"quality" of life, all in the name of "Christianity". 


The religious establishment is becoming increasingly flexible about scenarios 
of power sharing. The civil war has affected people in different ways. The 
churches remain active in attracting people for worship. 


The crisis has brought many closer to God. Many others, however, have left the 
Church because it failed, in their eyes, to be relevant to the struggle for 
justice and even for survival. Those who had been initiated in the church 
before the war became more religious and those who had been distant became 
even more distant from the spiritual institution. 


Religiosity in the organized context is deepening more among Muslims than 
Christians, and the war has played a strong role among the Shiites of the 
South and the Sunnis of the North. Economic and political deprivation in the 
extreme sites of the land is a contributing factor in the shaping of utopia 
through religious/political paradigms. 


Relations between Muslims and Christians remain good on the person-to-person 
level, despite the current institutional regression of the ethnic war. It is 
interesting to observe that fanaticism is more observed among Christians of 
the upper class and Muslims of the lower class. Poor education, weak national 
identity and economic exploitation are not unrelated to dynamics of 
fanaticism. Add the more important factors of declining mixed experience 
across religious communities and fear of the future. ... [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Dale A. Bisnauth: ‘Ecumenism for a Pilgrim People’ EPS 87.05.102 


Bisnauth is on the staff of the Caribbean Conference of Churches. This is 


excerpted from the March issue of Caribbean Contact, a CCC-related newspaper. 


Every so often, well-meaning persons, and sometimes not-so-well-meaning 
persons, would have the contemporary church return to the biblical model 
(whatever that is) of being church. This advice is usually given when people 


find the contemporary church's message a bit too painful to take. 


What we so often forget is that the early church was not so set in its ways or 
so inflexible in its institutions as to make that church incapable of 


- responding either to the unfolding will of God or to the contemporary needs of 
its time. 


If there is one thing the early church can teach us, it is that the form of 
the church's institutions and the style of its ministry must be shaped by the 
needs of the times as much as by the church's anxiety to be faithful to its 
mission to be God's ‘sign' community to point women and men to the Kingdom of 
God. 


With this in mind, one wants to say that the ecumenical style of being church 
today in the Caribbean is not only legitimate and relevant; it is to be 
faithful to the purposes of God. 


Unfortunately, there are still too many of us who perceive ecumenism as 
‘ecumania' and the ecumenist as an 'ecumaniac'. So much so is this the case, 
that not a few despair the possibility of inter-church co-operation let alone 
a deliberate ecumenical style and strategy of being the church for these parts. 


One is confident that real co-operation is very possible. My confidence is 
rooted not in optimism, but in hope. Optimism springs from a careful 
analysis of the present reality and a favourable projection for the future 
based on that analysis. Hope, in turn, is made concrete by faith. 


What is demanded is not only an abundance of faith (and, in my understanding 
faith includes the capacity to live and act at a level of risk; that is why 
it comes easier to the poor), but also the sagacity of politicians (which is 
the same thing as the wisdom of serpents) combined with the self-critical, 
action-oriented goodwill of saints (which many politicans lack, and which may 
be loosely interpreted as the “harmlessness of doves"). 


For not only does our wrestling as church folk have to do with objective, 
identifiable political and economic principalities and powers and the 
structures they erect to give themselves invincibility or the illusion of 
invincibility. But it has to do with a pervasive morphological 
fundamentalism within the churches of every stripe which has touched all of us 
in different degrees. 


The challenge of the ecumenical strategy is for churches to transcend this 
morphological fundamentalism enough to be supportive of an ecumenical strategy 
that will enable the churches of the area to be the church for the Caribbean. 


Morphological fundamentalism is a preoccupation with institutional structures 
- in the case of churches, with ecclesiastical institutions whose forms are 
believed to have been sanctioned by divinity, and so hallowed by history, 
tradition, and usage that they have become sacrosanct. [over] 


caribbean/2 i 


Like pietistic fundamentalism that we know well enough to avoid, if not to : 
deride, particularly in its present manifestation in people like Jimmy 
Swaggart and his ilk of the electronic church, morphological fundamentalism is 
usually adhered to with a focused, rigid passion that borders on morbid 
bigotry. It has to do not only with those ‘objective’ structures like 
hierarchies, synods, conferences, districts, parishes and congregations, but 
it is fundamentally a kind of fixated structure of the mind. 


The ecumenical movement in itself threatens this way of believing. 


That is partly why in the Caribbean, ecumenical activities are matters of low 
priority or of limited support in terms of time, effort, persons and 
finances. Or, it is left to those eccentric ‘ecumaniacs' who have time and 
inclination for this sort of thing. 


‘ For who can take seriously such ‘heresy’ as the insistence: 


- that the world and particularly the world's poor, and marginalised must 
provide the agenda for the church ... and, as part of that process, influence 
the church's organizational pattern? 


- that form follows function and function is determined by the needs and 
possibilities of the human reality in a given context? 


- that the many responsibilities of mission (in the singular) that the church 
confronts can lead to a variety of shapes for its life. And that these 
things are especially true in a fragmented society filled with stress and 
tension, and poverty in the midst of wealth and destitution in the midst of 
affluence? 


The ecumenical strategy must envisage as an important component of that 
strategy, a serious, informed, and comprehensive programme of 
consciousness-raising in relation to ecclesiology. That must be part of its 
education package. The strategy must not give up on those within the several 
constituencies which form the ecumenical spectrum, although they would admit 
to that and would not support the ecumenical venture. To do so would reduce 
the strategy to a pursuit by the minority, and to strengthen the feeling that 
ecumenism is a kind of ecclesiastical joinery that is engaged in to make 
certain things possible. 


This kind of education will have to be for everybody. It will have to 
include a critical, serious, (and humorous) appraisal of our roots so that we 
can be grateful for them and yet be liberated from them - liberated enough to 
appreciate that our identity is rooted not only in the past which bred and 
shaped up, but also in that vision of ourselves-in-Christ, that future new 
community which we are called to live out now. 


Our roots may be in Geneva or Aldersgate, or Rome or Germany, or Europe or 
Africa, or India or the Amazon, or Lake Titicaca; but we are also a pilgrim 
people, in a real sense, refugees, not to be identified exclusively by the 
country mentioned in our passports. Ina sense, this calls for a capacity to 
distance one's self from one's present, to be part of it and yet not part of 
it. 


I suppose that this must be particularly difficult for people who belong to a 
church with a rich, strong tradition and a powerful, influential role in the 
present scheme of things. People who come from "small" churches are spared 
this temptation. ... [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Chris Cviic: 'The Church in Yugoslavia' EPS 87.05.103 


This is excerpted from the London-based weekly "The Tablet" (28 February). 
Of 24 million Yugoslavs, roughly three in four are counted as Christians, 
mostly Eastern Orthodox and Roman Catholic. About one in 10 are Muslims. 


Form teachers in a secondary school in Zagreb, the capital of Croatia, the 
second largest republic of the Yugoslav federation, were asked towards the end 
of last year to fill in a confidential questionnaire as part of a broader 
programme of monitoring anti-social behaviour among the young. 


Among various types of "unacceptable social behaviour," the questionnaire 
listed, under separate headings, stealing, vandalism, black marketeering, 
illegal possession of arms, alcoholism, drug abuse, sexual promiscuity and so 
on. Under a final heading information was requested (and not by asking the 
pupils themselves) on their participation in religious activities: 
mass-going, attendance at religious pilgrimages and rallies, membership in 
religious instruction classes in parishes, reading the religious press and 
books, and so on. 


Glas Koncila, the Zagreb Catholic weekly, published the story in its Christmas 
issue. The authorities were very upset: without challenging the facts in 
Glas Koncila's story, an official spokesman accused the paper of trying to 
stir up trouble by “exaggerating an uncharacteristic incident". 


To Catholic parents (Zagreb and indeed the whole of Croatia are predominantly 
Catholic) the story was nothing new: despite ritualistic official 
protestations to the contrary, religious practice has been regarded as 
"socially unacceptable behaviour" ever since Yugoslavia's communist regime 
came to power in 1945. 


And yet - the Zagreb incident does not tell the whole story. At the moment, 
important political changes are taking place in Yugoslavia, and they are 
affecting church-state relations, and even the position of the individual 
believer. That is what makes the present position so interesting, but also 
puzzling and full of apparent contradictions. 


Take, for example, the fact that precisely at the time when Glas Koncila and 
the officially-controlled press were having a slanging match over the Zagreb 
questionnaire, some 2500 young Catholics from Croatia and neighbouring (also 
predominantly Catholic) Slovenia were allowed to travel, freely and without 

any such harassment as used to occur in the past, to London to take part in 

the Taizé pilgrimage for the young from all Europe. These young Catholics 

from Yugoslavia formed one of the largest national contingents. 


Here is another example. On Christmas Eve, Alojzij Sustar, the archbishop of 
Ljubljana, Slovenia's capital, was allowed to broadcast a short, three-minute 
homily on Ljubljana Radio. This was the first time such a broadcast had been 
allowed in Yugoslavia since 1945. In certain respects, Yugoslavia has been 
far more hardline even than some Warsaw Pact members in eastern Europe, and 
does not celebrate Christmas as a public holiday, whereas several of them do. 


Even more important, the day before the archbishop's broadcast, Joze Smole, a 
senior party figure in Slovenia who is chairman of the Socialist Alliance, the 
party's umbrella organization there, broadcast his own Christmas greetings to 
all Slovenes - abroad and at home - who celebrated it, in the context of a 
message to Slovenes temporarily working abroad. Party leaders had even 
debated whether to make Christmas a public holiday in Slovenia, but had in the 
end decided in favour of a compromise under which anybody who wanted could 
take a day off provided it was set against his or her annual leave. [over] 


yugoslavia/2 : 


In another break with a long-established tradition of keeping senior religious 
figures out of the party-controlled media, an interview with Sustar was 
published in January in Borba, formerly the party's daily and now the official 
mouthpiece of the Socialist Alliance for the whole of Yugoslavia. 


It was followed earlier this month in Danas, the main weekly in Zagreb, by an 
outspoken three-page interview with another Slovene prelate, the 
newly-appointed archbishop of Belgrade, Franc Perko. 


In Belgrade itself, Patriarch German, head of the Serbian Orthodox Church, to — 
which the majority of Serbs, Yugoslavia's largest nation, belong, was alsa 
allowed to make a Christmas broadcast on the eve of the Sachiens Orthodox | 
Christmas (7 January). The patriarch had already been interviewed by Nin, the 
Belgrade weekly, earlier in the year. 


various parts of Yugoslavia. A party official in Macedonia called Smole's 
Christmas greetings a “superfluous spiritual luxury". For publishing the 
Sustar interview, Borba got a ticking-off from Stipe Suvar, a hardliner from 
Croatia who sits on the Yugoslav party presidium in Belgrade. Suvar told the 
paper bluntly that its publication of the Sustar interview had shown it had 
"lost its bearings" 


| 
| 
None of these gestures amounted to much, yet there was a furious reaction from 


Some in Serbia criticized the patriarch's message. The authorities in 
Croatia made it clear that the question of Christmas being made a public 
holiday was not even on the agenda. 


The hardliners could have a point. Maybe the party should be worrying about 
the growing influence of religion, for there is a good deal of evidence of it, | 


anonymous ly, revealed that 7.7 percent of Communist Party members in the 
Zagreb region admitted to being religious believers - despite the fact that 
party statutes expressly state that membership is not compatible with 
religious belief. 


It is perhaps even more interesting that 12.5 percent of those polled in this 
survey admitted sending their children to religious instruction. In other 
words, some of today's party members are bringing up tomorrow's believers. 
The actual percentages from the survey may actually be higher: though 
protected by the cloak of anonymity, some religiously-inclined members may 
have thought it more prudent not to reveal the truth of their deviation. ... 


The growing readiness for tolerance in Yugoslavia offers new possibilities for 
the solution of that complex country's numerous problems - not least the 
severe financial crisis - in a peaceful fashion and by consensus. This also ll 
goes for church-state relations - though there is still far to go and ti 
is likely to be uneven. 


But the re-emergence of nationalism as an important political force in pute 
life carries with it its own dangers. Even if the present drift into 
part-pluralism is allowed to continue, Yugoslavia's path is not going to be 
easy. 


And if the nascent democratization is forcibly stopped, by a coup or sirkail 
intervention, it will be even harder - for all, believers and non-believers 
alike. [EPS] 


a 


even in the party. 
According to a recent report in Borba, an internal party survey, carried out 


ECUVIEW/Hans Lutz: ‘Post-1997 Religious Freedom in Hong Kong’ EPS 87.05.104 


Lutz, a Swiss missionary who is associate director of the Christian 

Industrial Committee in Hong Kong, wrote this article for the quarterly 
bulletin of the Hong Kong Christian Council. It has been abridged and lightly 
edited by EPS. 


In mid-1997, Hong Kong, now a UK colony, becomes a special administrative 
region of China, and there has been much debate about what, if anything, 
should be stated about religion in the Basic Law, a sort of mini-constitution 
being drafted for use after the transition [EPS 86.10.62,133; 11.52,53]. 


Hong Kong's 5.5 million people are predominantly Buddhist. About 10 percent 
of them are reckoned as Christians. 


... Any theological reflection on religious freedom cannot be an attempt to 
claim it as a monopoly of the Christian faith. To do so would be contrary 
not only to historical development, but also to the search for a universally 
respected authority. Theology must aim at making a contribution to the 
universality of religious freedom on the basis of the gospel. 


I am aware of three basic models for laying a theological foundation for human 
rights in general and religious freedom in particular: 


(a) a Roman Catholic approach which offers a double foundation - a concept of 
human dignity which is universally intelligible to the human mind, coupled 
with a specifically Christian view in which human dignity is rooted in human 
beings created in the image of God. Behind this is the double emphasis on 
nature and grace in search of a consensus involving Christians and people of 
other faiths. 


(b) A Reformed approach which tries to deduce religious freedom from distinct 
theological concepts. It sets out from God's covenant with his people. 

This covenant is one of reconciliation and grace calling human beings to 
service. Religious freedom cannot be regarded as a privilege of the church 
but must be granted to all people. 


(c) a Lutheran approach which proceeds in analogy to the doctrine of 
justification by faith alone: human freedom has its origin in God's grace. 
Like grace itself, it is absolute and unconditional. It is not restricted by 
specific forms of historic realization, but is given to human beings as 

such. God's justice which is conveyed by his grace is valid for all. The 
strength of this approach lies in the fact that it is most clearly related to 
the specific problem of religious freedom rather than the question of human 
rights in general. 


The basic question any theological reflection on religious freedom has to ask 
is: How can we speak about religious freedom in a way which is comprehensible 
to people of other faiths while remaining in the context of our Christian 
faith? 


The Sino-British Joint Declaration guarantees that rights and freedoms, 
including freedom of religious belief, will be ensured by law in the Hong Kong 
Special Administrative Region (HKSAR). Annex I specifies that religious 
organizations and believers may maintain their relations with religious 
organizations elsewhere, and that schools, hospitals, and welfare institutions 
run by religious organizations may be continued. 


The debate in the church on religious freedom after 1997 has been dominated by 
two concerns focusing on religious freedom and religious policy. [over } 


hong kong/2 


One main difficulty lies in the fact that China and Hong Kong represent two 
different political cultures with different concepts of religious freedom. 
The Hong Kong churches are used to an extensive interpretation of the term 
allowing for free use of resources and many forms of involvement in society. 


The Chinese government, on the other hand, has been working on the basis of a 
much more restrictive interpretation, giving rise to the worry in Hong Kong 
that this interpretation may be imposed on the churches here. In response, 
both Protestant churches and the Roman Catholic church have stated their 
understanding on religious freedom. 


It has been furthermore proposed that a clear legal basis is required to 
safeguard religious freedom after 1997. This is important as the church has 
a tendency to remain at a level of principles instead of getting down to 
specific laws which are enforceable in court. The legal basis is to ensure 
that the understanding of religious freedom of the Hong Kong community cannot 
be interpreted as contradicting the constitution of the People's Republic of 
China (PRC). 


Worry about possible interference by the government of the PRC, on the other 
hand, has given rise to a debate on religious policy. Those who think the 
Basic Law should say something about religious policy want to ensure that 
religious freedom is not just considered a matter of individual choice, but a 
basis for the activities of religious organizations. Their opponents argue 


that the guarantee of religious freedom is sufficient. They fear that laying 


down religious policy will result in the establishment of a religious affairs 
bureau and interference of the authorities in matters of religion. 


I tend to think that the absence of a religious policy from the Basic Law may 
be to the short-term advantage of the churches, but that in the long run the 
churches will be better off with some definition of government's role in 
religion. 


The claim of the Hong Kong churches is linked to a North Atlantic view of 
human rights, The American and the French revolutions to which it goes back 
were essentially bourgeois in character. They emphasized the freedom of the 
individual, and wanted to prevent the state from interfering in areas such as 
religion and conscience. 


Socialist and Third World countries, on the other hand, emphasize the 
sovereignty of the state. Human rights are not for the individual, but for 
the nation, the collective. In this understanding, there exists an identity 
between the interests of society as a whole, and the individual. Therefore, 
the individual does not require protection from the state. 


Our community faces the transition from a polity linked to a North Atlantic 
understanding of religious freedom to a socialist one, where equality is more 
important than freedom. 


Faced with this prospect, Hong Kong churches should not concentrate on their 
particular interest of religious freedom. Rather, they should emphasize that 
human rights are complementary and inseparable from each other. Take away 
freedom, and you will not achieve equality. Neglect the material living 
conditions of people, and freedom eventually loses its meaning. 


Finally, however, let us not forget during all the important and necessary 
debates on religious freedom that it is its faithfulness to the Lord which 
will ultimately decide the fate of the Hong Kong church. [EPS] 


= 


ECUVIEW: Francisco Claver: ‘The Church in the New Philippines’ EPS 87.05.105 


This is the final portion of an article, "The Philippine Revolution: A Year 
After", excerpted from the April issue of "The Month", a British Roman 
Catholic monthly. In the text, BCC stands for Christian base community. 


... What strikes us as most positive about people power in the February [1986] 
revolution in the Philippines is the evident part religious faith played in 
keeping within the constricted limits of Christian peace-making, what could 
have degenerated into sheer mob power. The fact forces us to the question: 
Is people power faith power, remaining genuinely such, forestalling fears 
about all the negative aspects noted above, only if the faith element is 
strong and all-pervasive? 


And, if the answer is yes, we are led to ask a further question: Should not 
the pastoral action of the church then go in the direction of strengthening 
the faith of the people to help make it more discerning, more active, more 
ready to bear on the wider arena of social living? 


In retrospect, the development of people power coincides with the development 
of a BCC-type church in which full participation by every least member of a 
faith community is essential. For such participation is in practice a real 
acknowledgement of the dignity of each member, and it is this dignity, when 
consciously asserted, that is the basis and strength of people power. 


.--. [President] Cory Aquino ... exemplifies, at least in Philippine politics 
and up to now, a new morality in leadership. Our focus here, however, is not 
going to be on her, but on morality in public office, on the right exercise of 
power by those in positions of authority. Its abuse or misuse is all too 
often a cause of much of the misery of people in poorer nations where 
democratic institutions are still not fully in possession, and hence a problem 
of particular concern to a church that is serious about working for the 
transformation of social institutions and structures. 


The problem gets especially intense when the organization and advancement of 
people power become an ordinary part of a church's work with the poor. In 
the context of misrule, people power is easily cast in a conflictive, 
adversarial role vis-a-vis government And understandably so, even where the 
minimum task or organized popular action is targeted at the cessation of 
particular acts of injustice by those in authority, not at the banishment from 
the seats of power of those who abuse it. 


How does a church stay out of politics - the partisan kind - under these 
circumstances? Can it continue to insist that its role is purely in the 
Spiritual-moral realm, satisfied to make pronouncements on public morality but 
leery about coming out actively in support of people who strive to be men and 
women of integrity in their exercise of public office, and of such movements 
of genuine people power geared towards the public good, and necessarily at 
variance with corrupt officialdom? 


Here we touch on the eternal problem of church and politics. Ligisaa 
sensitive issue under any circumstance but one that must be met and resolved 
by each local church. 


Reams of learned disquisitions have been written on the subject in recent 
years and I don't intend here to add to the flood. But this one point at 
least should be made: the main difficulty in any practical discussion on the 
subject seems to boil down to how church is defined in the first place and 
whether politics is taken to mean always 'partisan' politics or not. At 
least, so we have found from experience. [over] 
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For it matters much whether church is looked at as - and priorities of the 
apostolate arrived at from - a pre- or a post-Vatican II understanding of 

church, and whether ‘politics’ is taken as the general area of the use of 

power in society or more specifically as party politics. 


I would like to draw on some insights gained from the February revolution, and 
see if they can lead to further light on the subject. ... Those same insights 
become questions in the constantly changing circumstances of the day. 


Only two such insights are of concern at the moment: one is that where the 
(official) church has fully identified itself with the legitimate aspirations 
of the people, the question of the differential roles of clergy and laity in 
regard to real politics becomes of secondary importance. 


What is primary is the correcting of injustice, the bringing about the greater 
good - indeed even by narrowly defined political action - by the whole 
community of faith (and as a community of faith), participating and acting 
together for common action. 


And the other is that prior to, and accompanying such action, is a process of 
on-going communal discernment in which both hierarchy and clergy on the one 
hand and laity on the other have to take part as full members of the one 
community that is the church. 


In the process, the over-riding concern is that thinking and action flow from 
a thorough-going perspective of faith, going beyond mere political and 
ideological considerations and differences and looking always towards the 
solving of the problem at hand in faith terms. 


If analysing the post-revolutionary situation in the Philippines is, as was 

said above, a hazardous enterprise, predicting its outcome is a hundred times 
more so. But focusing on what were deemed the unique qualities of the 
revolution and attempting to see how they have run through subsequent events 
like the sustaining threads of the still-being-woven fabric of Philippine 
life, we come to the firm conclusion that predicting - and assuring - the 
outcome of our hopes is not what matters most at this time, the simple having 
of hope. Or what comes to the same thing, the making of hope. 


So in a sense, it is not too important whether what was begun in Feburary (and 
even before) reach fulfilment or not. But that the people and the church 
continue to work out their salvation and well-being as a community of hope, 
sparked by the same faith that moved them to act in February - this is what is 
important. 


The constant striving to bring real justice and peace into society by 
non-violent means; the attempt to make government and other social 
institutions act according to the highest standards of public morality; the 
evolving of genuine people power, in order to attain these ends; the creation 
of a church that is, at all times, for and with the people in their task of. 
sustaining society through Christian values - all this, if pursued with 
dedication even through these fractious times, can only mean that, no matter 
what the outcome of the Feburary revolution is, we can continue to be a people 
of hope. 


The determined carrying out of the dynamics of the four aspects of the 
February revolution is the only guarantee that a truly social revolution can 
take place in the Philippines. The only tragic failure would be the death of 
this spirit. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Gerhard Linn: 'The Church in Socialist Countries’ EPS 87.05.1006 


Linn, is secretary for education for mission in the Commission on World 
Mission and Evangelism of the Geneva-based World Council of Churches. Last 
9-11 March, he attended a conference on "the mission of the church in 
socialist countries" sponsored by the Cuban Ecumenical Council. 


Besides Cuban representatives, there were church people from the Soviet Union 
(two Eastern Orthodox, two Baptists), Hungary (one Reformed, one Lutheran, one 
Baptist), Nicaragua (five), Poland (two from the ecumenical Christian Social 
Association) and the GDR (one from the Ecumenical Missionary Centre of the 
Federation of Evangelical [Lutheran, United] Churches). 


All delegations presented their perspectives by means of reports. These 
reports reflected the differences of the historical conditions and the 
respective situations in those countries. 


But nevertheless, they managed to agree on four common areas for the three 
discussion groups: 


(1) In all socialist countries the churches are challenged to rethink their 
task as God's messengers. 


(2) In many socialist countries we can observe a new interest of the people in 
religion and in the Christian message. 


(3) With optimism we acknowledge that in our countries the relations between 
the socialist state and the churches are improved and relaxed. This could help 
to bring about a new Christian-Marxist dialogue. 


(4) The churches in our countries face similar and comparable situations which 
could allow more mutual assistance and exchange than we have had so far. ... 


The groups named various theological insights which the churches represented 
at the meeting could uncover during their rethinking. In connection with the 
first area of discussion (the challenge to Christians in socialist countries 
to rethink their,tasks), they were that: 


- The God of the Bible is the God of justice who acts in history, in favour of 
the liberation of human beings with a preferential option for the poor. He 
calls the church to realize a prophetic mission. 


- God is sovereign and relates himself directly to the world not only through 
the church but uses the human medium to do his work. 


- The salvation of God is a comprehensive one: it not only covers individual 
aspects but also includes social aspects, nature as a whole and has a cosmic 
dimension (Ephesians 1:10). 


- The achievements and the progress of the socialist society can reflect the 
genuine gospel values. The church should identify with and contribute to these 
values. 


- The loss of certain privileges can be a blessing that enables us to 
participate more efficiently and freely in God's mission. 


In connection with the second area, we asked ourselves what are the motives 
for this new interest in religion, and how we should respond to it. [over] 


socialist/2 


One group had discussed two types of church responses to that interest and 
came back to the plenary with a pantomime of two scenes in a restaurant (with 
the oral announcement: We are comparing the church with a restaurant). 


In the first, two persons with heavy burdens entered the restaurant. The 
waiter asked them what they wished. All their wishes could be met, they got 
what they ordered. Finally they fell asleep. 


Later the waiter came back, pointed at his watch and kicked them out. Their 
burdens now seemed to be even heavier than before. 


In the second, again two persons with heavy burdens entered the restaurant. 
Another waiter asked them what they wanted. 


But when the guests expressed their wishes, the waiter tried several times to 
interest them in the few things that were really available on the menu. 


But the guests were happy with the things they finally received. In contrast 
to the first waiter, this second one expressed his interest in the burdens of 
the guests. 


Before they left the restaurant, he brought a long stick, hung their burdens 
on it, and laid it on their shoulders so that they could carry their burdens 
together. 


They left the restaurant swaying slightly. 


With regard to the third discussion area, possible new impulses for a 
Christian-Marxist dialogue, we emphasized this should not get mixed up with 
conversations between church and state. 


The aim of the conversations between church and state is to improve the mutual 
relations. Both partners will defend their genuine interests in such 
conversations. 


But a Christian-Marxist dialogue should transcend those self-oriented 

interests of the partners. We need to convince our Marxist partners that our 
wish to have a dialogue with them aims to serve the humanization of the whole 
society and not to seek a better position for the church. 


So we were not interested in defining theoretical themes for a forthcoming 
dialogue comparable to the dialogues in the sixties, but we were interested to 
show areas of common practical concern, such as particular issues in different 
countries ("family stability", "alcoholism", "implications of patriotism", 
etc.) and general, global ones ("new international economic order", 
disarmament and peace, debt crisis, ecological problems, etc.) 


Finally, with regard to the fourth area (realization that we face comparable 
situations), we emphasized that contacts like this encounter are appropriate, 
desirable, and helpful. 


But how to continue this process? There were suggestions for the WCC, and a 
lot of practical possibilities of modest mutual assistance were listed. 


To get a tool for the continuation of this process within the existing 


framework of the WCC, the participants of the conference are asking the WCC to 
establish a task force on socialist countries. [EPS] 
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SHOPTALK (54/21) 
EPS HAS A NEW TELEPHONE NUMBER: 91.61.56. 


Southern Africa News Update is a periodic collection of articles available 
from the WCC Programme to Combat Racism (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20). 


New from WCC Publications (Box 66, CH-121l Geneva 20): Who Are the Poor? 
The Beatitudes As A Call to Community, by John S. Pobee. Number 32 in the 
Risk book series, it costs 8.50 Swiss francs, 5.50 US dollars, 3.50 UK pounds, 


Re EPS 87.05.101: Population estimates for Lebanon vary considerably. The 
population figure of 2.7 million which appeared in the editor's note was taken 
from the 1987 edition of Britannica World Data. The author of the article 
worked with a figure of 3.5 million for the total population; it is in that 
context that the reference to 1.5 million Christians was made. 


The Meaning and Limits of Religious Pluralism in the World Today, edited by 
Allan Brockway and Jean Halperin, includes papaers from a November 1984 
consultation sponsored by the International Jewish Committee on Interreligious 
Consultations and the World Council of Churches. A copy is available from 
WCC/Dialogue, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


A Pan-African Symposium on Christian Communication is to take place in 
Harare (Zimbabwe), 22-31 July. Theme of the meeting, sponsored by the Africa 
Region (Box 14205, Nairobi) of the World Association for Christian 
Communication, is "Christian Communication - Peoples Power in Africa". 


Labour, Employment, and Unemployment: An Ecumenical Reappraisal, edited by 
R.H. Green, is the fifth in the series, "An Ecumenical Approach to Economics" 
from the Commission on the Churches' Participation in Development of the World 
Council of Churches. It is a report of the CCPD Advisory Group on Economic 
Matters in October 1985. 


The new (no.l, 1987) issue of the newsletter of the Sub-Unit on Education of 
the World Council of Churches (Box 66, CH-121l Geneva 20) focuses on 
“ecumenical learning". 


The official list of restrictions applied to Jean fFrangois Bill as 
conditions of his release from detention by South Africa [EPS 87.04.52] is 
available on request from EPS. Bill is now in Switzerland, but plans to 
return to South Africa. He has passports from both countries. 


A copy of the “findings and recommendations" from the Asia-Latin America 
Inter-Regional Exchange (EPS 87.04.117) is available from WCC/Charles Harper, 
Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


"Enhancing Mental Health" is the theme of the current (April) issue of 
Contact, bimonthly publication of the WCC Christian Medical Commission (Box 
66, CH-1211 Geneva 20). 


Photo Oikoumene, the WCC photo catalogue, is available to those who request 
it: WCC/Visual Arts, Box 66, CH-121l Geneva 20. A set of catalogues dating 
back to February 1981 is available for 15 Swiss francs. Also available are 
photos which may be used with EPS stories. 


EPS deadlines (7h00 GMT): 10,24 June. EPS headlines can be telexed to 
you. We pay for that. You can then ask for texts of items you want. You 
pay for that. EPS printing: this issue, 25 May; next issue, ll June. EPS 
appears about 45 times a year. 


FIJI: CHURCH REPS ASK Ecumenical Press 
INTERNATIONAL PRAYERS Service 87.06.01 


SUVA - In an exchange of messages, church representatives here have asked for 
and been given assurance of the prayers and concern of Christians elsewhere, 
in the wake of the military coup in this Pacific island nation last month [EPS 
7.05.71). 


A first message came to the World Council of Churches in Geneva from Manasa 
Lasaro, general secretary of the Methodist Church in Fiji (a WCC member, and 
the denomination which accounts for about half of Fiji's Christians, who 
together make up about half the country's population of more than 700,000). 
He asked prayer for "peace and stability". 


In reply, Lorine Tevi, WCC co-ordinator for ecumenical learning (a Fijian and 
former general secretary of the Pacific Conference of Churches), said the WCC 
was "upholding Fiji and you in prayers as you participate in solving present 
political situation." 


Similarly, PCC General Secretary Motu'ahala asked regional ecumenical 
organizations (which also exist for the Middle East, Caribbean, Africa, Asia, 
Latin America, Europe) and the WCC to pray that Fiji "soon return to normalcy". 


Messages to Motu‘ahala and Lasaro from the WCC Commission of the Churches on 
International Affairs promised to monitor the situation, assured "prayers 
during this difficult period in your country", and said the WCC "fully 
supports all efforts for peaceful resolution of the present crisis." [EPS] 


SHELL BOYCOTT BACKED Ecumenical Press 
BY CHURCH AGENCIES Service 87.06.02 


JOHANNESBURG - General Secretary Beyers Naudé of the South African Council of 
Churches says "the action of the world community to force Shell to withdraw 
from South Africa and to sever all economic links is a logical consequence" of 
a 1985 resolution of the SACC National Conference. In that resolution, Naudé 
recalls, the SACC called for "disinvestment and selective sanctions" because 
of its "strong desire to prevent the escalation of violence and bloodshed." 


Naudé says action against Shell will "remind black and white in South Africa 
of the world's determination to bring an end to apartheid. On its own", he 
continues, the boycott "will not achieve liberation, but as one of many 
similar co-ordinated actions, it will challenge the white minority in South 
Africa to realise that the road they have chosen on May 6 [when there was a 
"swing to the right" in the whites-only election] can only lead to disaster 
and suicide, while at the same time, it will give hope to the millions of 
blacks suffering under apartheid." 


In another comment on the boycott, an "action gram'' from the Programme to 
Combat Racism (PCR) of the World Council of Churches in Geneva notes South 
Africa's dependence on international suppliers of oil, "the only strategic 
material that South Africa does not possess." Shell, it says, is the oil 
supplier "which has the most prominent presence, and the most outstanding 
involvement" in South Africa. 


PCR asks people to “intensify your actions against Shell" to help "stop South 
Africa's war machine." It also urges a boycott of South African coal, more 
than half of which is imported by the 12 countries of the European Community. 
[EPS] 


WCC, JEWISH COMMITTEE REVIEW Ecumenical Press 
RELATIONS, MAKE FUTURE PLANS Service 87.06 .03 


NEW YORK - The Liaison and Planning Committee of the World Council of Churches 
and the International Jewish Committee on Interreligious Consultation held its 
annual meeting, at the headquarters of the Synagogue Council of America (here, 
11-13 May). 


Besides the SCA (made up of organizations from the three principal streams of 
US Judaism - Reform [Liberal], Conservative, and Orthodox), IJCIC includes the 
American Jewish Committee, World Jewish Congress, B'nai B'rith International, 
and the Israel Committee for Interreligious Consultations. WCC members come 
from most of the world's Christian traditions (except Roman Catholic, 
Adventist, and Salvationist). 


The committee is co-chaired by Mordecai Waxman, a rabbi representing the SCA, 
and Bidérn Fjarstedt, general secretary of the Church of Sweden Mission and 
moderator of the WCC Consultation on the Church and the Jewish People. 


The committee reviewed the organizations’ joint African consultation in 
Nairobi towards the end of last year [EPS 87.04.137], and noted the recent 
publication of the papers from a December 1984 consultation on "Meaning and 
Religious Pluralism". 


It also discussed a joint consultation projected for early next year on "The 
Mending of Creation", and explored the possibility of a consultation for 
French-speaking Africa to follow up the one in Nairobi. [EPS] 


FRG: MAJOR SYMPOSIUM MARKS ‘1000 Ecumenical Press 
YEARS OF CHRISTIANITY IN RUSSIA" Service 87 .06.04 
TUTZING - After a year-and-a-half of preparations, the Evangelical Academy 


here assembled (7-10 May) what was described as most of the world's 
specialists on Eastern Orthodoxy in its Russian form for a symposium on "1000 
Years of Christianity in Russia and its Significance for Europe and the 
Ecumenical World." The meeting attracted about 150 bishops, theologians, 
historians, and journalists from more than a dozen countries in Europe and 
North America. Among them was a delegation from the Soviet Union including 
the leading Russian Orthodox hierarch in the Ukraine (Philaret of Kiev and 
Galicia), the metropolitan who directs the patriarchal publications department 
(Pitirim of Volokolamsk), and representatives of the Russian Orthodox 
theological academies. 
4 
Philaret noted changes in Soviet society since the coming to power of Mikhail 
Gorbachev. He said the Russian Orthodox Church has hope because of the 
changes, and he endorsed the "democratisation of Soviet society". In her 
presentation, Fairy Von Lilienfeld, a professor of church history at the 
University of Erlangen (FRG), said she hopes the spirit of "glasnost™ 
(openness, transparence) in Soviet society will make it possible to remove the 
blanks from recent church history there, including "violence used against 
Christians and other believers ... during the 20s and 30s, and again during 
the Khruschev era." "9 
a 
Meeting in sections, participants discussed Russian Orthodox Christianity in 
terms of history, culture, spirituality, and relations with other countries. 
The 1000th anniversary being celebrated next year is that of the call by 
Prince Vladimir (who ruled an area in what is now the Ukraine in the Soviet 
Union) for his subjects to be baptized in the Dnepr River at Kiev. [EPS] ‘p 


SCOTLAND; MASONS, ABORTION, IRELAND, Ecumenical Press 
LAND, FORESTS, -PRISONS ON KIRK AGENDA Service 87.06.05 


EDINBURGH (Robert Nowell) - The General Assembly of the [Reformed] Church of 
Scotland (here, 16-22 May) decided to call for an inquiry into whether 
freemasonry is:compatible with Christianity. 


However, no debate took place because mason William Burns’ successfully 
persuaded the assembly to accept the request for an inquiry without any 
discussion, and to add a rider that in conducting its inquiry, the Kirk's 
doctrinal panel should consult the masonic Grand Lodge of Scotland. A move by 
another mason; Donald MacDonald, to reject the request for an inquiry all 
together was defeated, 601-314. 


Aberdeen presbytery proposed the inquiry, with the suggestion that freemasonry 
is a religious system which bypasses Christ's cross, and thus it and 
Christianity are irreconcilable and mutually exclusive. 


On abortion,;. the assembly firmly rejected a hardline stance, contenting 
itself with noting a report from its Board of Social Responsibility, and 
encouraging study of the report throughout the Kirk. Among other things, the 
report urged the Kirk to co-operate with other denominations to try to amend 
the country's: 1967 abortion act so that it embodies the principle adopted by 
the assembly in 1966 - that the criteria for abortion should be "that the 
continuance of. the pregnancy would involve serious risk to the life or grave 
injury to the health, whether physical or mental, of the pregnant woman." 


The assembly did its best to urge fellow Presbyterians in Northern Ireland to 
think again. about the Anglo-Irish Agreement. At the instigation of 
Irish-born David Graham of Aberdeen, the assembly commended to_ the 
Presbyterian Church in Ireland "further consideration of the merits of the 
British-Irish accord", about which the PCI has officially spoken negatively. 
(The accord gives the Republic of Ireland some say in the affairs of Northern 
Ireland, a UK province.) 


In its debate on the report of its Church and Nation Committee, the assembly 
overwhelmingly approved a call for the UK government to consider restrictions, 
possibly on the Danish model, to stop land ownership from being concentrated 
in too few (and often absentee) hands. 


"In this country for far too long, and in the highlands especially, it has 
been far too easy for far too much of the land to be owned by individuals, 
corporations, pension funds, and other institutions who at the end of the day 
care more whether there are 50 stags they can shoot than for the people of the 
land", said a former assembly moderator, Robin Barbour. The minister of a 
rural Aberdeenshire parish, Joyce Collie, recalled the ease with which large 
rural estates can be bought and sold by people outside Scotland with no great 
interest in the: land. 


Despite pleas from advocates of the forestry industry, the assembly also 
called on the government to set up an independent inquiry into economic and 
ecological consequences of large-scale forestry in Scotland, and to reconsider 
current legislation which, through grants and tax relief, makes forestry such 
an attractive investment. 


At the instigation of James Nelson, a minister who was imprisoned for several 
years in the 1970s for murdering his mother [EPS 84.02.56], the assembly 
Called for a Kirk investigation of penal and prison reform, with particular 
reference to alternatives to imprisonment. [EPS] 


SCOTLAND: KIRK ASSEMBLY Ecumenical Press 
ENDORSES ECUMENICAL STEPS Service 87.06.06 


EDINBURGH - The annual General Assembly of the [Reformed] Church of Scotland 
(here, 16-22 May), with the Roman Catholic Church in Scotland one of the 
country's two principal denominations, endorsed conclusions of the conference 
last April [EPS 87.06.05] of representatives of virtually all of Scottish 
Christianity. 


That meeting was the next-to-last stage of an inter-church process, "Not 
Strangers But Pilgrims", involving representatives of most of the church in 
Britain. It expressed its "overwhelming conviction" that Scotland now 
requires “a national ecumenical instrument" including Roman Catholics. It 
also commended the proposal that, possibly every other year, a widely 
representative Scottish Christian assembly be held. 


The Kirk assembly welcomed the conference's call to the different parts of the 
church in Scotland to "enter into a binding commitment to a life shared with 
one another", and encouraged its boards and committees to participate in 
inter-church discussion “as to whether and how far existing functions of the 
churches might be carried out jointly". 


In other action, the assembly overwhelmingly defeated an attempt to substitute 
a motion extolling “economic progress and individual freedom" for one 
accepting a report highly critical of the present uneven distribution of 
wealth in Britain and of the increasing poverty to be found. It urged the 
government to increase the funding of the National Health Service to provide 
adequate care so as to ensure that people would not be forced to consider 
private treatment, though it refused to accept an amendment which would have 
called for the removal of all private beds and facilities from the NHS. 


A motion calling on the government to give priority to more power for Scotland 
over its own affairs, and to hold a referendum on that question, was accepted 
without debate. [EPS] 


WCC DELEGATION COMPLETES Ecumenical Press 
PART OF MIDDLE EAST VISIT Service 87.06.07 


GENEVA - The first part of a visit to members of the World Council of Churches 
in the Middle East was completed last month by WCC General Secretary Emilio 
Castro and other current and former members of the WCC staff [EPS 87.05.60; 
03.121]. The group met with high-ranking church and state representatives in 
Cyprus, Syria, Lebanon, Jordan, Israel, and territory occupied by Israel. The 
second part of the trip, to Egypt, was scheduled 2-8 June. 


Two Eastern Orthodox patriarchs gave Castro awards - the Medallion of Saints 
Peter and Paul (named after the two apostles associated with the founding of 
the church at Antioch) from Ignatios IV of Antioch, and Great Commander of the 
Order of Orthodox Knights of the Holy Sepulchre from Diodoros of Jerusalem. 


WCC members in the area of the visit are the [Eastern Orthodox] Church of 
Cyprus, Coptic [Oriental] Orthodox Church, Coptic Evangelical Church - Synod 
of the Nile, [Eastern] Orthodox Patriarchate of Alexandria and All Africa, 
Coptic [Anglican] Episcopal Church in Jerusalem and the Middle East, Greek 
[Eastern] Orthodox Patriarchate of Jerusalem, Armenian Apostolic [Oriental 
Orthodox] Church (Catholicossate of Cilicia), Greek [Eastern] Orthodox 
Patriarchate of Antioch and All the East, Union of the Armenian Evangelical 
Churches in the Near East, National Evangelical Synod of Syria and Lebanon, 
and Syrian [Oriental] Orthodox Patriarchate of Antioch and All the East.[EPS] 


WORLD CONSULTATION ON Ecumenical Press 


SHARING SET FOR OCTOBER Service 87.06.08 
EL ESCORIAL (Spain) - A World Consultation on Resource Sharing - "Koinonia - 
Sharing Life in a World Community" - is to take place here 24-31 October. 


Sponsored by the World Council of Churches, it is expected to attract about 
200 people from more than 70 countries. 


A major goal of the meeting is to establish an ecumenical commitment to share 
resources, in a context of global interdependence. The commitment is to be 
reflected in a charter to be developed at the consultation. The gathering is 
an outgrowth of an international ecumenical study by the WCC from 1976 to 1980 
on "ecumenical sharing of resources." 


Organizers of the consultation hope to break through existing North-South and 
East-West barriers, since prevailing patterns of "siver-receiver 
relationships" work against ecumenical sharing. The  consultation's 
Significance for the ecumenical movement is said to be its concern to foster a 
community of sharing (the chief biblical symbol of which is the eucharist) for 
the sake of the "oikoumene" - the whole inhabited earth. 


According to Huibert van Beek, WCC secretary for ecumenical sharing of 
resources, what is being sought is "comprehensive sharing", - of spiritual, 
cultural, and human as well as financial resources - in order to foster 
justice, peace, and human dignity. 


"Empowering the powerless" is a recurring theme throughout the working 
document for the consultation. It emphasizes that on all levels accumulated 
resources must not only be made available to others, but also that recipients 
must have the power to decide on their use. 


Another consultation concern is to open channels for sharing across interfaith 
and ideological barriers, as part of Christian solidarity with all of humanity. 


The document outlines elements of an ecumenical commitment to sharing on 
local, national, and international levels. 


All share several basic goals - decentralized decision-making; attention to 
issues of justice and peace; quick progress to the goal of equal numbers of 
men and women, and 15 percent youth in decision-making bodies; acceptance of 
critical assessments and exchange visits; shared burdens and_ mutual 
accountability; and an increase in funding through ecumenical channels by an 
agreed-upon percentage over a given period of time. 


On the national level, the document calls for serious study of the cause of 
current trends in sharing. It questions traditional relationships, suggesting 
that financial security may have to be risked to allow full participation in 
ecumenical sharing. 


Internationally, spiritual instead of financial sharing is suggested as the 
heart of relationships. Specific ways to reach that goal are also suggested, 
in the form of a "sharply focused action program of networks of solidarity and 
forums of spiritual sharing." 


Regarding funding for projects of spiritual sharing, the document suggests 
each "giving partner" include a request for help with each financial grant, 
and vice versa. Suggested guidelines for donors include using part of their 
funds for spiritual sharing and acts of solidarity, and making more 
undesignated funds for sharing available to ecumenical bodies. [EPS] 
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US: "cease-fire" asked during papal visit EPS 87.06.09 © 
WASHINGTON - We Will Stand Up, an ad hoc coalition of more than 100 groups 
opposed to abortion, has announced a drive to stop abortion in eight US cities 
during the pope's visit in September. Another group is asking state governors 
to commute sentences of those facing capital punishment, and peace activists 
are asking workers in nuclear-weapons plants to take the day off in connection 
with the visit. Faye Kunce of the Seamless Garment Network said, "What we ‘re 
asking for is a cease-fire - just one day without violence" while the pope is 
visiting. [EPS] 


Vatican pressure said to force change of editor EPS 87.06.10 
ROME - Religious News Service reported (12 May) "church sources" say "pressure 
from the Vatican ... led to the replacement of the outspoken editor of a 
Catholic monthly ["Nigrizia"] dedicated to African and Third World problems," 
Alessandro Zanotelli, a priest who was editor for nine years, was reportedly 
"forced to resign" following instructions from Josef Cardinal Tomko, head of 
the Vatican Congregation for the Propagation of the Faith. He is to return to 
Kenya as a missionary. Zanotelli‘s comments reportedly angered governments in 
places like Burundi, Ethiopia, and Uganda, creating difficulties for Roman 
Catholics there. [EPS] 


Sudan: church reps protest state restrictions EPS 87.06.11 
KHARTOUM - The Roman Catholic monthly "Renewal" reports church representatives 
are protesting government restrictions on visas for people coming to work for 
the church and related organizations, and requirements that missionary 
societies register under a law dealing with companies and corporations. 
"Non-Christians are not qualified to determine what are the needs of the 
church", the newspaper observes. Most Sudanese are Muslims. [EPS] 


US: priests supporting curbed archbishop EPS 87.06.12 
SEATTLE - Five of every six priests in the Roman Catholic archdiocese here 


have signed a letter supporting their archbishop, Raymond Hunthausen, some of 
whose authority has been taken away by the Vatican [EPS 86.09.22]. Elsewhere, 
the National Federation of Priests* Councils, meeting here (11-15 May) voted 
121-3 (with 6 abstentions) to urge the immediate return of "full and 
unconditional authority" to Hunthausen. [EPS] 


Kenya: outspoken bishop cites harassment EPS 87 .06 .13 
ELDORET - Alexander Muge, the outspoken bishop of the Anglican diocese here, 
has likened threats, fear, and tyranny in modern Kenya to the situation during 
the time of the biblical prophet Nehemiah. In an article, "True Peace in Uur 
Country", in the May issue of Beyond magazine, sponsored by the National 
Council of Churches, Muge said some local leaders are “out to incriminate 
everybody". The bishop said he has been harassed by house searches of the 
national intelligence service, and officials of his diocese have been picked 
up for police questioning. Muge has been criticized by government 
representatives for other comments he has made in recent months about the 
situation in Kenya [EPS 87.05.02]. 


South Africa: church groups wary of European Community aid EPS 87.06.14 
JOHANNESBURG - The South African Council of Churches, Southern African 


Catholic Bishops Conference, and the Kagiso Trust (which groups non-religious — 
aid organizations in South Africa) have decided not to accept aid from the 
12-nation European Community pending clarification of procedures. According 
to Africa Church Information Service (18 May), the three groups are concerned 
that information on their activities requested by the community could find its 
way into South African government hands. The community has a 15-million-US- 
dollar fund to aid victims of apartheid, the South African system of 
minority-white dominance. [EPS] 


_ Australia: ecumenical link with Sri Lankan violence denied EPS 87.06.15 
CANBERRA - General Secretary Jean Skuse of the Australian Council of Churches 
has denied an allegation by Senator Jon Jessop that the council has supported 
groups linked with violence in Sri Lanka. Another senator, Gareth Evans, 
called Jessop"s charges “irresponsible and malicious". Skuse reaffirmed the 
ACC “commitment to offer whatever assistance is available to the victims of 
violence". [EPS] 


Australia. church agencies urge more overseas aid EPS 87 .06.16 
CANBERRA - Five church agencies - Australian Catholic Relief, Australian 


Council of Churches, Australian Baptist World Aid, Australian Lutheran World 
Service, and Adventist Development Relief Agency - have launched a campaign, 
"Simply Not Enough", to persuade the Australian government to restore the 
1986-87 cut of 12.8 percent in its overseas aid budget. "We recognize that 
there is a poverty in Australia", the agencies said, "but one third of the 
'world live in a poverty we cannot begin to understand. It is not fair to ask 
the world's poor to pay the price for Australia's economic recovery." [EPS] 


USSR: three excluded from youth group for being believers EPS 87.06.17 
MOSCOW - The Swiss church news agency Apic reports (18 May) from here that 
three medical students have been excluded by this country's communist youth 
organization because they publicly confessed their faith in God. The 
organization"s publication here reportedly complained that the group's leaders 
have been too lax in promoting scientific atheism among youth. [EPS] 


US: evangelicals pledge to work against anti-semitism EPS 87.06.18 
NEW YORK - Evangelical and fundamentalist Christian leaders pledged to work 
with the Jewish Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith to correct the "evils 
of anti-Semitism and other forms of religious bigotry" in the country. The 
joint announcement followed an all-day meeting at ADL headquarters here. 
[EPS] 


Cuba: Martin Luther King"s writings popular with Christians EPS 87.06.19 
HAVANA - According to Atlanta (Georgia/US) religion journalist Gustav Neibuhr, 
some Cuban Christians "trying to find a way to live a meaningful religious 
life in a communist society", are turning to the writings of the slain US 
Baptist minister and civil-rights leader, Martin Luther King. [EPS] 


South Africa: detained priest remains bishops" staff leader EPS 87 .06 .20 
JOHANNESBURG - Smangaliso Mkhatshwa, the priest who has been detained for a 
year, is to remain secretary general of the Southern African Catholic Bishops" 
Conference. His term was to have ended last month, but the bishops extended 
it through the end of the year. [EPS] 


Liberia: Doe criticizes some clergy EPS 87.06.21 
MONROVIA - Liberian President Samuel Doe has criticized Liberian clergy who 
have "failed to approach the problem of reconciliation in Liberia 
objectively." He said one cause of problems in the country is clergy who 
"preach tribalism and break up marriages". [EPS] 


Kenya: Moi dismayed at church dependence on foreign assistance EPS 87.06.22 

NAIROBI - Speaking after worship (10 May) at an Anglican church near here, 
Kenyan President Daniel arap Moi said it is dismaying to find some parts of 
the church in this country depending completely on overseas aid. He said 
excessive reliance on outside help creates the impression that Kenyans are 


poor. [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: “Appeal to Young People on South African Youth Day" EPS 87.06.23 


This item was released by six organizations - the Sub-Unit on Youth of the 
World Council of Churches, the Youth Desk of the Lutheran World Federation, 
the World YWCA, Frontier Internship in Mission, World Student Christian 
Federation, and World University Service. It was directed to young people in 
the organizations"® "networks" and "to all concerned with the plight of South — 
African and Namibian Youth". 


«+. On the occasion of 16 June, South Africa Youth Day, we want to remember 
young people suffering under apartheid in South Africa as well as in Namibia, 
illegally occupied by the racist regime. 


In both countries, young people are paying the price of continued repression 
by the apartheid government, and they are also making the most costly 
sacrifices in the struggle for liberation, justice and peace with dignity. 
The intensified pressure on young people and children by the apartheid regime 
has led to a radicalisation of the struggle and a collapse of the apartheid 
educational system in South Africa. 


from severe psychological consequences. It is our responsibility and our 
ecumenical calling to renew our commitment of solidarity to their struggle, 
deepen and broaden our awareness about the situation by up-dating the 
information we have and by spreading it in our surroundings. This is 
particularly important in the case of the decades-old struggle of the Namibian 
people for national independence and liberation from apartheid. 


In church services on Sunday, 14 June, and the gatherings on 16 June, let us 
light a candle of hope as a sign of world-wide solidarity. In our prayers, 
let us remember those suffering and working in the struggle, in detention, in 
exile, and let us ask for a quick end of bloodshed and for liberation of South 
Africa and Namibia. Let us also open ourselves to God's call to commit 
ourselves to the side of the oppressed (worship materials can be acquired from 
WCC Youth sub-unit). 


It is also time to advance beyond information and consciousness-raising to 

action, to concrete solidarity. We propose to you the following activities: 

+ Direct pressure should be exercised on the South African authorities, in 

support of the thousands of detained children and youth. 

+ Postcards and letters to South African and Namibian youth and children in 

detention are effective signs of our concern and solidarity (contact South 

Africa Council of Churches, P.O. Box 4921, Johannesburg 2000, South Africa, or 

Council of Churches in Namibia, P.O. Box 41, Windhoek 9000, Namibia). 

+ Contacts with South African and Namibian youth organizations will strengthen 
them and offer possibilities for bilateral action (contact SACC or CCN). 

+ Local work for economic sanctions against South Africa should be 
intensified, including campaigns of popular boycott. 

+ Make sure that our money does not support corporations and banks which 

invest in, or are otherwise involved in, apartheid in South Africa and Namibia. 


Thousands of children and youth are in continued detention and many 
t 


This is a struggle where no one can remain neutral - our involvement grows 

from our work for justice and peace in the whole world. The liberation of 

South Africa and Namibia and the people's struggle everywhere are part of the 

one and same commitment to the future of humanity. For Christians, this is — 
the expression of the encounter with Christ in other human beings and 
following him as the way, truth and life of all. ... [This day] is the 

opportunity for us to renew our pledge to join in the struggle of our sisters 
and brothers suffering under apartheid, for their liberation, and for the 
future of humanity in justice and peace. [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘World Mission Announcement and Invitation‘ EPS 87.06.24 


This item was issued (14 April) by Emilio Castro, general secretary of the 
World Council of Churches, Eugene Stockwell, director of its Commission on 
World Mission and Evangelism, and Bishop Anastasios, its moderator. 


From the beginning of Christianity those who bear the name of Christ have 
asked themselves what God in Christ calls them to be and to do. In large 
councils, small congregations, house churches and families, and in solitary 
search, the quest for understanding and a will to obedience has been a 
constant mark of those who have committed themselves to Jesus Christ. The 
endless variety of situations and particular historical events invite renewed 
and relevant understandings of the meaning of the everlasting gospel of Jesus 
Christ. 


The World Council of Churches, desirous of contributing to a _ larger 
faithfulness to this gospel in our time, announces a World Conference on 
Mission and Evangelism in San Antonio, Texas (USA) in early June, 1989 [EPS 
87.02.113], on the theme 
YOUR WILL BE DONE 
MISSION IN CHRIST'S WAY 


This world conference will be the fourth such’ gathering since’ the 
International Missionary Council was integrated with the World Council of 
Churches in 1961, as the Commission on World Mission and Evangelism. The 
previous conferences were held at Mexico City (1963) on "God*s Mission and 
Ours"; Bangkok, Thailand (1973) on "Salvation Today"; and Melbourne, Australia 
(1980) on "Your Kingdom Come". 


The theme chosen for the San Antonio conference springs out of a widespread 
conviction, expressed by many sectors of the worldwide Christian community, 
that the Christian churches must give increased attention to knowing God's 
will, and especially to obedience to God, doing God's will, and doing so in a 
manner which is consistent with the way Jesus Christ carried out his mission 
on earth. 


The theme is first and foremost a prayer. "Your will be done" was Jesus* 
prayer to God at Gethsemane. Jesus dedicated his life to God's holy will. In 
his life, death and resurrection Jesus manifested fully what a costly 
obedience to God'"s will is. In our time we are called to pray the same prayer 
and to seek out the contemporary forms of Christian obedience that will enable 
the worldwide Christian community to be faithful in mission in Christ's way. 


During the coming two years, as the San Antonio conference approaches, there 
will be much prayer, thought and study devoted to the best ways to engage the 
theme of the conference and the various sub-themes which will give specific 
content to the discussions. It is hoped that in a very real sense this 
conference will be largely "built from below" on the basis of the actual 
experiences of churches and groups in mission at the grassroots levels of 
Christian community. Biblical study and subject materials will in due time be 
available to assist local congregations and groups to engage in their own 
prayer and study. We hope these materials will contribute to a greater 
contemporary faithfulness to God on the part of those who use them. 


The World Council of Churches invites Christians across the world to 
participate in the thought and action which will most effectively contribute 
to the preparation of the world conference, but more importantly, to a more 
faithful obedience to God in our generation. May we more earnestly pray "Your 
will be done". May we find new and clear ways of carrying out "Mission in 
Christ's way". [EPS] 
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ECUVIEW/Hennie Serfontein: ‘Frank Chikane and the SACC* EPS 87.06.25 


Next month, Frank Chikane assumes the general secretaryship of the South 
African Council of Churches, succeeding the retiring Beyers Naudé [EPS 
87 .03 .137;04.93]. Serfontein is a South African journalist. 


The appointment of the dynamic but controversial Frank Chikane as the new 
general secretary of the South African Council of Churches is an historic 
milestone. It is bound to have far-reaching consequences, not only for the 
religious scene, but also for the political situation in South Africa. 


The 35-year-old Chikane is destined to play a crucial role in the unfolding 
history of South Africa. This self-effacing man has the leadership potential 
and strength of character and personality to be president of a "new free South 
Africa in the post-apartheid era" of the next century. 


Chikane, son of a minister, was ordained in the small Apostolic Faith Mission, 
regarded by many whites as a sect. Until recently, he was director of the 
influential Institute of Contextual Theology - which 18 months ago published 
the controversial Kairos Document, a theological milestone in South Africa 
[EPS 85.10.21]. Earlier this year, he received a peace prize from Diakonia, 
an aid organization of the Swedish Free Churches, for his peace and justice 
work. 


Chikane has been a marked man by the South African government. In recent 
years, he has been detained a number of times, allegedly badly tortured. Two 
years ago, his home (in the black township of Soweto) was petrol bombed by 
unknown assailants. Yet, my experience of him is that notwithstanding some 
horrific experiences, he is not anti-white, is without bitterness, and is 
passionately committed to a non-racial South Africa. 


His period in detention had a profound impact on his thinking and approach to 
politics and religion. "Tt was only when I was in my cell facing my 
torturers", he says, "that I became painfully aware what contextual theology 
was all about. 


"TJ then realized that if I could not understand the man across from me, 
professing to be a fellow Christian, if I could not love him as myself, then I 
had no business trying to preach the gospel and explaining contextual theology 
to others. I realized that religion, contextual theology and the biblical 
dictums were not something abstract, far away. It began in that cell with me 
and my interrogator." 


After the emergency was declared last June, Chikane kept a low profile to 
avoid detention, and later quietly left the country with his wife for a 
six-month overseas visit. In Europe, North America, and Africa he had 
extensive discussions with church leaders and organizations. 


His appointment means that the SACC and its member churches will become even 
more involved in supporting black South Africans at the grassroots in their 
conflict against apartheid and the government. 


But it could possibly lead to greater tension between the SACC and whites in 
the multi-racial, English-language denominations, because both Chikane and 
Kairos are highly critical of their “church theology", and especially the 
refusal of most white Christians to support blacks in anti-apartheid actions. 


Politically, the Chikane appointment is a major triumph for the United 
Democratic Front, the largest non-racial, anti-government alliance. Chikane 
helped found UDF, and was its Transvaal chairman. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Diana Eck: "Who Do Others Say Christ Is?'° EPS 87 .06 .26 


Eck, professor of comparative religion and Indian studies at Harvard 
University (US), is moderator of the Dialogue Working Group of the World 
Council of Churches. 


This is excerpted from a sermon she preached in the chapel of the Ecumenical 
Centre in Geneva (30 March). 


Jesus went to the territory near the town of Caesarea Philippi, where he 
asked his disciples, "Who do men say the Son of Man is?" "Some say John 
the Baptist", they answered. "Others say Elijah, while others’ say 
Jeremiah or some other prophet." 

"What about you?", he asked them. "Who do you say I am?" Simon Peter 
answered, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God." (Matthew 16. 
13-16). 


On the rock of Peter's affirmation the family of the church is founded: "You 
are the Christ, the Son of the living God." 


But we must not forget Jesus’ other question, "Who do people say that I am?" 
For neither the man Jesus, nor the Christ, is the exclusive property of the 
church. 

We are his. But he is not ours. 

What can we as Christians learn from the way others see Jesus? 

In our readings this morning, the Hindu Anantanand Rambachan sees in Jesus the 
embodiment of the sannyasi, who has let go of the very things to which most of 
us are attached - home, possessions, property, wealth. Jesus is the wandering 
teacher, ascetic. 


Martin Buber, the Jew, claims Jesus as his brother. 


Syed Vahiddudin as a Muslim sees in Jesus" victory over suffering and death a 
beacon to all. 


How is Jesus seen by those who do not claim him as the Christ? 


I shall never forget the aged uncle of my Sanskrit teacher in Barnaras on the 
banks of the holy River Ganges in India. 


I was perhaps the first Christian he had met, and one day he asked me a 
question that had clearly been troubling him for a long time. 


"You say Jesus is the Son of God?" "Yes we do", I said. 


"This means he is an avatar?" Now, avatar means incarnation, literally a 
divine "descent" of God into the world. 


I thought about it. "Yes", I finally said, "Yes, God came down, took flesh, 
descended into this world for us and for our salvation in Jesus Christ." 


I could see uncle's next question coming. "I have heard that you Christians 
believe that Jesus Christ is the only divine descent." 


"Yes", I said, "we do." [over] 
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I will never forget his expression and his words. He raised his eyebrows, © 
looked at me, and smiled an uncomprehending and compassionate smile, and sald: 


"How could you really believe such a thing? How could people possibly 
believe that God showed his face only once in human history? Only once to 
one people, in one place?" 


His implication was clear. How stingy of God. How unperceptive of us. 


world over and over, to take name and form, in temple, in teacher, in divine 
incarnation, to show his face, her face to us in countless ways. 


4 
To the Hindu, God is infinite. Yet that same infinite One descends into this . 
One incarnation? Impossible, for divine incarnation is limited only by our © 
capacity truly to open our eyes and see. 
I carry the questions of that old Hindu uncle reverently in my mind as I think © 
about the true meaning of Christ ‘s incarnation. 


I also carry with me the questions of Mahatma Gandhi, who knew many 
Christians, who by his own confession loved Jesus and drew deep inspiration 
for his own life from the life of Jesus, but who did not regard Jesus as "the 


among the many begotten sons of God ... What does Jesus mean to me? 


"To me, he was one of the greatest teachers humanity has ever had. To his 
believers, he was God's only begotten son. 


"Could the fact that I do or do not accept this belief make Jesus anymore or 
less influential in my life? I cannot believe so." 


This is Gandhi's question to us. And it is an important question for us to 
ponder. for Jesus was so very influential in Gandhi's life, and there are many 
Christians in his day and ours, myself among them, who would agree with Bishop 
Vincent Sheehan when he said of Gandhi, "The most Christ-like man in modern 
history was not a Christian at all." 


What are we to make of Gandhi, who took the life of Jesus to heart, who 
practised voluntary poverty, who owned nothing but his clothes, his 
pocketwatch, and his glasses when he died, who understood what it meant to 
love our enemies, to "resist not evil with evil", and who put into practice in 
his own life the teachings of Jesus in the Sermon on the Mount as none of us 
has dared to do, and yet whose answer to Jesus" question is not the answer of 
Peter: "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God"? pas) 


What can we learn from those who do not claim Jesus as the Christ, or at least 
as the only Christ, but who see human guru and guide, as brother and kinsman, 


& 
i 
only begotten Son of God". , 
Yet Gandhi writes: "Jesus affects my life no less because I regard him as one 
and who follow him? 
Let us carry their insights and challenging question with us. i 

\ 


For Christ is not ours to possess, to circumscribe, to own completely. No, 
indeed, we are his. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Gerhard Linn: ‘Mission of the Church in the GDR* EPS 87.06.27 


Linn, a pastor of the Federation of Evangelical [Lutheran, United] Churches 
in the GDR (East Germany), is secretary for education for mission in the 
Commission on World Mission and Evangelism of the Geneva-based World Council 
of Churches. This is excerpted from his presentation to a conference on 
“mission in socialist countries" (EPS 87.05.34) in Cuba last March. 


In contrast to Cuba, socialism in the GDR has not grown out of an authentic 
national revolution, but out of the liberation from fascism by the Soviet Army 
in 1945. This very fact has influenced the attitude of many people in our 
country towards the new socialist form of society - not least the majority of 
Christians. Only since 13 August 1961, when the ill-famed wall between the 
two parts of Berlin was erected, have the majority of Christians begun to take 
the socialist order seriously. Up to that crucial date everybody had the 
possibility of leaving the country at any time, of escaping a new social 
System that was strange for many Christians to begin with. 


Only after that date did a wide-ranging learning process start - accepting the 
new situation as a challenge provided by God. We learned to ask the Lord: What 
do you expect us to do in this situation? What kind of repentance and 
rethinking should be on our agenda? 


During this crucial period, marked by the obvious secularization of more and 
more areas of life, and the decline of the number of Christians, visitors from 
other churches, ecumenical friends helped us a great deal. They helped us 
through their challenging questions, as for instance: "Do you not believe 
that the whole world is God's beloved creation?" Or, "Do you think that the 
world can be divided into a Christian part and a non-Christian part and that 
God is only present in the Christian part?" "No'', we replied, "You are right: 
the whole world is the Lord"s. And the Lord is leading the whole creation 
along with the whole of humanity and its history towards its goal." 


"Well", they asked back, "If you affirm this - what then about the communists 
in your country? Is it not possible that God works through them? Or do you 
think that God can act only through the church?" Again we had to admit: "God 
is acting in the world where and how he likes, maybe he does not need us to 
pursue his plan." 


But at this stage of exchange and rethinking, our friends reacted differently: 
"You are right: God is acting in different ways using different means. 
Sometimes it seems to us that he is no longer interested in our service. But 
we assure you: God is expecting a great deal from you. It is up to you to be 
open to new tasks, to new ways of participating in God's mission in your 
country." And later we were asked, "How does your church see its missionary 
task in the new situation?" 


The term "mission" for us was automatically associated with the term "world 
mission", e.g. sending missionaries to Africa. And we sadly replied: "We were 
ready to send missionaries to Africa, but our authorities would not allow it. 
They see mission as a part of colonialism and do not allow this to be 
continued." ... "How about mission in your own country?" [they replied.] 


Then we were invited [during the 1960s] to participate in the ecumenical study 
on "the missionary structure of the congregation" ... This study with its 
radical questions received a particularly wide and intensive echo in the 
Protestant churches in the GDR. The crisis we were living through had prepared 
us to face the radical questions of that study. We had just come to realize 
that a radical repentance for us was necessary if we were at all to become 
again instruments of God"s mission in our country. [over] 
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We owe this study two fundamental insights with regard to the characteristics 
of a missionary congregation. ... [First,] a missionary congregation copes 
with the agenda of the world. This means a missionary congregation takes up 
the concerns of the whole community in a given setting. To do so, the 
congregation must be open to listen to others, open to share in the life of 
the whole community. ... 


[Second,] a missionary congregation is a community of gifts, of charisms. As 
sure as the Holy Spirit gives to each one of us a particular gift, these gifts 
have to be used, practised. A missionary congregation gives its members the 
chance to practise and develop their gifts through which they serve the whole 
community. This participatory style of fellowship ... is ... an invitation to 
others to contribute their gifts. 


But how to put these theories into practice? First we tried to bring about 
reforms in the area of liturgy. We tried to shape Sunday services in such a 
way that both of the above-mentioned insights were taken into account. For 
example, members of a congregation were invited to meet from Friday night 
until Sunday morning to prepare the Sunday service. ... During this 
preparatory work, the different gifts and ideas of the people in the group 
unfolded. The content of the service was strongly influenced by any particular 
experience a group member could contribute out of his or her working 
experience or involvement in an activity or organization in our society. ... 


We had to accept that this way of preparing Sunday services would really 
remain an exception - for practical reasons. So we were looking for other 
tools to put the above mentioned-theories into practice, and the so-called 
“parish seminars" became our main instrument. ... [They are] a sequence of 
meetings where the participants in a collective effort of thinking and 
analysing try to find guidelines for coping with unsolved social problems - 
for instance, how to use responsibly the means of participation in our 
society, e.g. the parents" committee in schools or the trade union posts in 
factories, etc. The main purpose of these seminars is the concrete encounter 
between the biblical message and the situation in our sociétyw. 3 


In 1979, an ecumenical team of 10 Christians from 10 different countries sent 
by the World Council of Churches for three weeks visited 20 different 
congregations in the GDR. In their letter of evaluation ... they wrote: "You 
are rich through a variety of groups who meet during the week, where old and 
young people can share their joys and burdens and receive orientation and 
Spiritual strength. But, we did not see those whom we met in the groups 
during the week when we visited the Sunday service of the same congregation. 
You are weak with regard to the role of the worship which should be - but 
often is not - the centre of the life of your congregations." ... We are rich 
with regard to the variety of groups which meet under the roof of the church. 
--- We have a growing number of action and study groups ... committed to the 
key issues of ... justice, peace, integrity of creation. ... 


As to our relation to the Marxists, it is clear that the concern for justice, 
peace, and integrity of creation is also their concern. Yet sometimes it is 
the role of the Christians to appeal to the Marxists to take their own goals 
seriously in the daily practice of ruling the country and to give us the 
chance to contribute to a better socialism we are all longing for. After 
decades of mutual distrust or even fear between Christians and Marxists in our 
country, the situation has gradually and effectively been changing in the last 
nine years. Now both sides are seeking increased cooperation - a cooperation 
of partners for the sake of the future of our own nation as well as of the 
whole of humankind. ... [EPS] 
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ECUVIEW/Jim Shenk: "The Church in Mozambique" EPS 87.06.28 


This is excerpted from the newsletter (March-April) of the Peace Section of 
the Mennonite Central Committee. Shenk worked for the MCC in Mozambique from 
1982-86. He is currently MCC director for the eastern US. 


Although most church and development agency representatives who visit 
Mozambique are better informed than the general public, they usually ask at 


least, "What is the relationship between church and state?" Some of them 
have heard the allegations of church "persecution", church closings, and 
restrictions on church activities. Others who are less informed simply 


assume the worst about communism. 


It is true, some of these questions are justified. Following almost 500 
years of Portuguese rule, Mozambique achieved independence in 1975 through a 
12-year armed struggle. The liberation movement formed a Marxist government 
which proceeded to radically reorient societal and economic patterns and 
relationships. In 1977 health and educational institutions were nationalized. 
The churches - which until then were the primary operators of these 
institutions - were told to do their religious work and leave the secular 
tasks to the government. 


The constitution guarantees freedom for the individual to "believe or not to 


believe". In other words, there is freedom of religion. However, in 
conjunction with the nationalization of schools and hospitals, churches on the 
Same grounds were closed. The apparent justification was that the proximity 


of these churches to institutions, which were to be central to the "creation 
of the new man", was disruptive to that process. 


Until that time many of the missionaries had been running these institutions. 
As life became more difficult, all but two ... Protestant missionaries left 
the country. Church leaders have told me that none of these were actually 
expelled, although some who left have said they were. Unfortunately, it 
appears that some used the opportunity to relieve their consciences and at the 
same time generate misconceptions about what was really taking place. 


It would be wrong, however, to suggest that things were not difficult for the 


church. Young people were encouraged not to participate in something as 
irrelevant as church. Church leaders, as well as many others, were 
restricted in their domestic and international travel. Official statements 


condemned the churches for supporting the Portuguese colonial regime. 


There was no doubt some justification for this accusation, especially in terms 
of the Catholic church, which was wed to the Portuguese regime. This union 
was symbolized by cathedrals and government administration centres built side 
by side at provincial and district levels throughout the country. A 
cathedral in Maputo was partially built with forced labour of adult males who 
were jailed by the government for not paying the head tax. 


In spite of the difficulties, there were positive factors for the church. 
For the Protestants it meant no longer having to be subservient to the 
Catholics. Some rather severe restrictions had been placed on Protestants by 
the Catholic-government duo. Now all religious groups were to be treated 
equally. Second, as the uncommitted left the church, the numbers decreased 
but the body increased in strength. 


Third, the departure of the missionaries allowed local leaders to emerge and 
to redefine how the church should be church in this changing society. Worship 
patterns became more African. Some theological questions (i.e. what to do 
about ancestors) ... could now be addressed. [over] 
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And fourth, a radically changed political, social and economic milieu, 
combined with the departure of the missionaries, necessitated a coming 
together of church leaders for encouragement, assistance in understanding what 
was happening, and searching for new vision for the church. 


While denominationalism is still very visible, some of the labels we tend to 
place on certain denominations are less than descriptive. There are less 
clear lines drawn between word and deed. (Mozambicans have a hard time 
understanding this dichotomy drawn in the West.) And, in general, there are 
better relationships between the denominations. 


In the past several years relations between church and state have improved 
dramatically. In December 1982, President Somora Machel met with religious 
leaders for five days to discuss various issues, admit to some mistakes in 
relations with the churches, and invite them to join in helping to address 
human needs in the country. 


While healthy tension between church and state remains, there is also the 
realization that there needs to be co-operation in addressing a wide range of 
pressing needs in the country. 


Since 1982, a large number of possibilities for rounding out the mission of 
the church have emerged. Responding to the immediate needs of the population 
has been a pressing concern. Drought and war have necessitated distribution 
of relief goods, as well as agricultural inputs. Now the churches are 
beginning to respond to longer-term needs in food production and hope to 
develop programmes in skills training, health and so forth. The only 
limiting factor is the lack of trained persons to carry them out. 


Gradually the churches will invite personnel from outside the country to help 
fill these gaps. We hope this will happen only as fast as local church 


structures can handle and direct these resources. It is a temptation for 
sister churches to press these resources on to the Mozambican churches when 
they see the "need" for them. But they fail to understand and value the 


tremendous strides made by the local church in the past decade. 


Perhaps even more dangerous are the church groups who, having heard about 
Significant government policy shifts (i.e. towards capitalism), rush in on the 
coat-tails of improved relations between their government and Mozambique to do 
"mission work". These groups often attempt to do their own thing as though a 
local church does not exist or because they assume it is standing idle. This 
is an embarrassment to the local church. 


Some of the evangelism techniques are less than helpful in this context. One 
American group I met had brought Bibles collected at a service in South Africa 
the previous night. These people were well meaning, but unfortunately, 
totally uninformed. Not only are English Bibles of no use, but Bibles in the 
vernacular are readily available in shops run by the Mozambican Bible Society. 


Does the church exist in Mozambique? Indeed it does! One church in Maputo 
has experienced 40 percent growth during the past year. Young people in 
particular are helping to invigorate the churches. Many are showing interest 
in working for the churches, willingly leaving better-paying jobs. ... 


Today I no longer hear discussions on church/state relations. The energies 
of the church can now be directed towards the broadening and strengthening of 
its mission to promote life in its fulness. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW: “Part of the Church in Burma’ EPS 87.06.29 


This item appeared in the 10 April edition of the Hong Kong-based weekly 
"Asia Focus". Written by a "special correspondent", it is reprinted with 
permission. No part of Asia Focus may be reproduced or transmitted in any 
form or by any means without written permission from its executive director 
(Box 69626, Kwun Tong,-Hong Kong; telex: 33067 UCANS HX; phone: 3/496179). Of 
| the 38.5 million Burmese, about 7 in 8 are Buddhist, about 1 in 20 Christian. 
| About half the Christians are Baptists, and about 15 percent Roman Catholics. 


'Pagodas dominating Rangoon's skyline come as no surprise. ... Given Burma's 
| Buddhist background, one might be a bit surprised by Rangoon's many 
Gothic-style Christian churches - all of them open. However, religious 
organizations-.are not totally free in Burma. ... 


Two decades ago, the government nationalized church institutions, such as 
schools and hospitals, and expelled most foreign missioners. ... Only six 
[Roman Catholic] missionary priests remain in Burma. ... One ... is Burma's 
only foreign head of a diocese - Giovanni Gobbato, bishop of Taunggyi. 


The government: ... says it respects all religions, but it is suspicious of 
foreigners, such as overseas church people who come to run _ badly-needed 
training courses. The government prefers that local personnel go overseas and 
remit income tax on their salary while away. 


Many Burma church people say the present regime is a mixed blessing. They 
note that Ne Win, chairman of the Burma Socialist Programme Party (a more 
powerful position than that of the president), reversed a decision of former 
prime minister: U Nu to make Buddhism the state religion. ... Most conversions 
[to Christianity] are among non-Buddhist ethnic minorities, such as the 
Karens, Kachins., and Shans. 


The [Roman Catholic] national major seminary in Rangoon has so_ many 
seminarians that it has had to be divided. The 84 students in the four-year 
theology course stay in Rangoon, but the 60 who follow the two-year philosophy 
programme are housed upcountry. The figures may be impressive until one 
realizes that the seminary supplies nine dioceses, and there are about 10 
ordinations a year, hardly enough to make up for the shortfall of priests who 
retire and die. There are 274 priests for all of Burma, and some in rural 
areas have to. cover as many as 10 villages. 


The seminary has an extensive library, but most books are old. New books are 
imported with great difficulty, and only few newspapers and magazines come 
on. Breviaries for new priests must be ordered by private individuals in 
ones and twos. ... English is used for all seminary classes. The library 
does not have even one theology book in Burmese. ... There is a Burmese- 
language Catholic monthly with a circulation of 6000, and an English edition 
e+. with a print-run of 1000. With a newsprint shortage, and the need to 
wait three weeks or more to have copy approved by censors, publishing is a 
hassle. The Catholic papers have mainly feature and devotional material, 
little real news. ... 


Despite official recognition of all religions, and the expulsion of nearly all 
foreigners, Christians in Burma are not seen as truly Burmese. A nun who 
recently had an eye test speaks of her oculist instinctively switching from a 
Burmese chart to an English one when he saw her habit. "Burmanizing" the garb 


of Catholic clergy and religious is not done. Priests are not supposed to 
wear the sarong ("basso") but may wear "Shan pants", a loose-fitting design 
worn by the Shan ethnic minority. Besides clergy and male religious, the 


only men not seen wearing the sarong are the military and police. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW: “Church, Secular Education, and Church School in Japan* EPS 87 .06 .30 


This is excerpted from articles in the newsletter (20 April) of the Nihon 
Kirisuto Kyodan (United Church of Christ in Japan). Christians are about 1 
percent of the Japanese population of 121 million. 


Christianity has been deeply involved in education in Japan, especially in the 
area of pre-school education and education of handicapped children. It can 
also serve the entire educational system, not only through Christian schools 
but also through churches and church members* involvements in society. 


Some Christian high schools, such as Dokuritsu Gakuen, offer special courses 


which have practical skills" workshops. There are also some schools where 
students are given a chance to live with people from other countries, such as 
at the Asian Rural Institute. Some colleges and universities are trying to 


admit students on the basis of a recommendation rather than the regular route 
of examinations, so that the students are not required to go through 
“examination hell". 


These are some of the challenging moves being made by Christian schools, but 
there still remains a great deal for the churches and church schools to do to 
stand against the present rigid system of assigning personal worth by a 
pre-determined system of ranking students and determing their futures, 
according to test results taken in preparation for entrance examinations. 


"People shall not live by bread alone but by every word that proceeds from the 
mouth of God", is a most meaningful word for the children and youth in Japan, 
who are today exhausted due to their hard studies. They are taught that they 
need to study in order to enter first-class schools to be employed by 
first-class, reputable companies, to get good wages for the rest of their 
lives. 


Churches and church schools are truly important in these prosperous times as 
an alternative kind of private preparatory school, in a society where parents 
are desperately attempting to send their children to universities by taking | 
out educational loans, because ordinary salaried workers cannot cover this 
expenditure with their salaries alone. It is, indeed, time for the Japanese 
people to ask questions about the true purpose and meaning of education. 
ei niinktokdeiok ik ; 
According to Kyodan statistics, although the number of churches is slowly | 
increasing, and the average number of persons attending weekly Sunday worship 
services is increasing, there is a continuing, sharp decrease in the number of | 
children in the church school. In fact, the last few years has seen a 
reversal in the number of children and adults in church, with the number of © 
children decreasing, and the number of adults increasing. 


In Japanese society today, anything labelled "school" is not a place to which | 
children make a special effort to go, especially if it involves giving up time 
for "juku" (after-school cram school), tv sports, or personal computers. 1¢ 
is ironic that, both in the US and Japan, with what is evaluated as excellent 
church school curriculum, that is, the cycle-graded uniform lessons currently | 
in use, the church's educational programme is in a state of decline. 


With the same uniform lesson plans carried out throughout the country each | 
week, no matter how well the objectives are presented. they tend to be forced! 
on all students alike, not only ignoring the reality of the children in the | 
local situation, but also being indifferent to the students as individual | 
persons, to their individual concerns and needs, and their individual 
readiness to learn. [EPS] “i 
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SHOPTALK (54/22) 
EPS HAS A NEW TELEPHONE NUMBER: 91.61.56. 


Southern Africa News Update is a periodic collection of articles available 
from the WCC Programme to Combat Racism (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20). 


New from WCC Publications (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20): Who Are the Poor? 
The Beatitudes As A Call to Community, by John S. Pobee. Number 32 in the 
Risk book series, it costs 8.50 Swiss francs, 5.50 US dollars, 3.50 UK pounds. 


Re EPS 87.05.101: Population estimates for Lebanon vary considerably. The 
population figure of 2.7 million which appeared in the editor's note was taken 
from the 1987 edition of Britannica World Data. The author of the article 
worked with a figure of 3.5 million for the total population; it is in that 
context that the reference to 1.5 million Christians was made. 


The Meaning and Limits of Religious Pluralism in the World Today, edited by 
Allan Brockway and Jean Halperin, includes papaers from a November 1984 
consultation sponsored by the International Jewish Committee on Interreligious 
Consultations and the World Council of Churches. A copy is available from 
WCC/Dialogue, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


A Pan-African Symposium on Christian Communication is to take place in 

Harare (Zimbabwe), 22-31 July. Theme of the meeting, sponsored by the Africa 
Region (Box 14205, Nairobi) of the World Association for Christian 
Communication, is "Christian Communication - Peoples Power in Africa”. 


Labour, Employment, and Unemployment: An Ecumenical Reappraisal, edited by 
R.H. Green, is the fifth in the series, "An Ecumenical Approach to Economics" 
from the Commission on the Churches’ Participation in Development of the World 
Council of Churches. It is a report of the CCPD Advisory Group on Economic 
Matters in October 1985. 


The new (no.1, 1987) issue of the newsletter of the Sub-Unit on Education of 
the World Council of Churches (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) focuses on 
“ecumenical learning". 


The official list of restrictions applied to Jean Frangois Bill as 
conditions of his release from detention by South Africa [EPS 87.04.52] is 
available on request from EPS. Bill is now in Switzerland, but plans to 
return to South Africa. He has passports from both countries. 


A copy of the "findings and recommendations" from the Asia-Latin America 
Inter-Regional Exchange (EPS 87.04.117) is available from WCC/Charles Harper, 
Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


"Enhancing Mental Health" is the theme of the current (April) issue of 
Contact, bimonthly publication of the WCC Christian Medical Commission (Box 
66, CH-1211 Geneva 20). 


Photo Oikoumene, the WCC photo catalogue, is available to those who request 
it: WCC/Visual Arts, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. A set of catalogues dating 
back to February 1981 is available for 15 Swiss francs. Also available are 
photos which may be used with EPS stories. 


EPS deadlines (7h00 GMT): 23,26 June; 22,28 July. EPS headlines can be 
telexed to you. We pay for that. You can then ask for texts of items you 
want. You pay for that. EPS printing: this issue, 11 June; next issue, 24 
June. EPS appears about 45 times a year. 


GREEK BISHOPS: CAN'T Ecumenical Press 
COMPLY WITH NEW LAW Service 87.06.31 


ATHENS - Following a special meeting (4 June) at the headquarters here of the 
[Eastern Orthodox] Church of Greece, its Holy Synod (the bishops of its 78 
dioceses) announced that the church cannot co-operate in implementing a law 
passed by the Greek parliament in April [EPS 87.04.45]. The law changes the 
way in which church administrative bodies are chosen. 


Under the new law, the Greek government minister for education and religion, 
Antonis Tritsis, asked the bishops to name three of the seven members of ODEP, 
a board which would have charge of all church possessions, other than those 
directly related to local parishes. 


Heretofore, members of ODEP, and of parish and diocesan councils, have been 
chosen by the bishops, or by lot. Under the new law, the government names 
four of the seven ODEP members (including its president). It also names the 
other three if the bishops don't. Most members of parish and diocesan 
councils are to be elected. 


The bishops have strenuously objected to the new law ever since it was 
announced earlier this year. A church-prepared background paper describes it 
as "direct intervention by the state in church affairs", with "distinctions 
between dogmatic and administrative questions which are alien" to Orthodoxy. 


Citing experiences in other aspects of Greek life (such as secondary schools 
and professional associations), the paper says elections "set factions against 
one another". It foresees elected parish and diocesan council majorities 
"whose Christianity is only nominal, whose primary loyalty is to a political 
party." Such elected councils, it warns, "could take administrative and 
financial decisions contrary to the church's traditional teaching as embodied 
in its episcopal leadership." 


The new law's "“party-political approach", it says, would "foster disunity and 
discontent among the faithful''. The new arrangements, it adds, undermine 
"the historic Orthodox approach to church life, in which unity, consensus, and 
inter-dependence, under the leadership of the bishops, are the norm."' It says 
the law “tampers with an administrative system derived from the apostles 
themselves.'' Because of that, the bishops say, they could not comply with it 
even if they wanted to. 


The bishops' announcement came the day after 27 of them attended a three-hour 
church-support rally in Patras, Greece's third-largest city (and the 
birthplace of Greek Prime Minister Andreas Papandreou, himself the grandson of 
a priest). Hundreds of priests and monks, dozens of nuns, and scores of 
thousands of church members from throughout the region overflowed the city's 
Main square. Church authorities estimated the crowd at more than 200,000. 


Many in the crowd began their demonstration at the large church to which 
pilgrims come to venerate relics of the apostle Andrew - his skull and pieces 
of the cross on which he was martyred. Then, church bells ringing, the crowd 
Made its way the dozen blocks to the square. 


The banners and singing, cheering and chanting, gave the air of a political 
rally, but the signs and shouted slogans reflected church concerns - "The 
Church Unites - Political Parties Divide", "Orthodoxy Saves the Nation", 
"Hands off the Church", "Priests and People Together", ''Forward - No 
Retreat". In a moment which prompted sustained applause, the historic banner 
of Greek independence, raised by a bishop in 1821, was brought from a nearby 
monastery. [over] 
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The banner was held next to the four bishops who addressed the crowd from a 
balcony overlooking the square. Their words, as well as recorded liturgical 
chants, were amplified by dozens of loudspeakers mounted in the square and 
along nearby streets. 


The mass rally in Patras was the third such church-led demonstration. 
Previous gatherings were in the country's two biggest cities ~ Athens and 
Salonika - with crowds of 500,000 and 300,000 by church estimates (far fewer 
by government count). 


The synod has named 15 bishops to form an action committee to combat the 
law. Church authorities have released messages of support from Eastern 
Orthodox and ecumenical sources, including the Vatican, the World Council of 
Churches, the Conference of European Churches, several patriarchs, and the 
Archbishop of Canterbury (Anglicanism's leading bishop). 


Another aspect of the law which has received considerable attention, but which 
church authorities say is secondary as far as they are concerned, is the law's 
effect on church land (which the church estimates to amount to about 250,000 
acres, though the government says there are up to 100,000 acres more than 
that). 


Church and government representatives also differ over how much of the church 
land is suitable for farming. The government says a great deal of it is 
suitable but church representatives say the amount of such land is relatively 
small. 


The church-state dispute takes place in a country where virtually all the 
citizens - including government officials and other supporters of the law — 
are counted as members of the Church of Greece, which the Greek constitution 
refers to as the country's “prevailing religion". Church of Greece 
expenditures are subject to government audit, and (in return for land given up 
by the church in 1952), the state pays certain church salaries (which it 
covers in part by receiving 35 percent of gross Church of Greece revenue, for 
example, from the sale of candles). 


Before the law take effect, various regulations have to be issued by the 
government. At least one bishop, Metropolitan Ieronymos of Thebes and 
Labadeia, a veteran of recent church talks with the government, observes that 
some Greek laws have been passed but never implemented. 


However, if church efforts to have the new law modified or repealed do not 
finally succeed, one option would be for the Church of Greece to give up the 
independence which the Ecumenical Patriarchate granted in 1850 and return to 
its status as part of its mother church [EPS 87.04.45]. (The law does not 
apply to the patriarchate.) Four Church of Greece bishops discussed that 
possibility at the Istanbul headquarters of the patriarchate in April [EPS 
87.05.04]. A joint statement said the patriarchate would give such a formal 
and official request - if and when it comes - "due attention and study". 


Stephanos Avramides, the US-born priest who is the synod's secretary for 
foreign affairs, says the reunion possibility is “hardly an idle threat". 
Government officials say such a reunification would be "an insult to the Gree 


constitution and the will of the people." [EPS] ; 
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MERCY ODUYOYE NAMED WCC Ecumenical Press 
DEPUTY GENERAL SECRETARY Service 87.06.32 


GENEVA - In a postal vote by members, of the Central Committee of the World 
Council of Churches, Mercy Amba Oduyoye has been elected a WCC deputy general 
secretary. She becomes one of three WCC deputy general secretaries, with 
particular responsibility for work in education and renewal carried out by 
five sub-units - theological education, education, renewal and congregational 
life, youth, and women. 


Oduyoye has just completed a year as the Henry Luce visiting professor at 
Union Theological Seminary in New York. Before that, from 1974, she was on 
the staff of the religious studies department of the University of Ibadan 
(Nigeria), first as a lecturer, and then (from 1982) as senior lecturer. 


Born 21 October 1934 in Ghana, she is a member of the Methodist Church of 
Nigeria. She succeeds Marie Assaad (Egypt, Oreintal Orthodox), who retired 
last year. 


Her previous ecumenical service includes being president of the World Student 
Christian Federation (1972-76), moderator of the WCC Unit on Faith and Witness 
(1975-83), and vice-president of the Ecumenical Association of African 
Theologians (1980-84). She has been a member of the WCC Commission on Faith 
and Order (since 1975) and of its standing commission (since 1982), a member 
of the steering committee of the Oxford Institute of Methodist Theological 
Studies (since 1982), and a member of the Committee on Theological Education 
and Leadership Development in Africa of the Lutheran World Federation (since 
1986). [EPS] 


CHURCH REPRESENTATIVES DOUBT Ecumenical Press 
LEGITIMACY OF SA GOVERNMENT Service 87.06.33 


HARARE (Zimbabwe) (Steve Askin) - In the wake of last month's whites-only 
election in South Africa, Zimbabwean and South African church representatives 
have said here that South Africa's growing internal and external violence has 
forced them to take a stronger stand, and that commitments to anti-apartheid 
action contained in last month's ‘Lusaka Statement’ have given them hope for 
increased support from the global church [EPS 87.05.63]. 


"By the use of state terrorism" the South African government shows it "lacks 
any moral legitimacy", the Liberation Support Committee of the Zimbabwe 
Christian Council declared. "Once a state is identified as a tyranny and 
without moral foundation, it becomes a Christian duty to overthrow it", the 
committee added. 


The group was responding to an attack on Maputo, the capital of Mozambique, in 
which three local citizens were killed by commandos gunning for an African 
National Congress diplomatic office. That raid was part of a series of 
anti-ANC attacks and bombings which killed 11 people in Mozambique, Zimbabwe, 
Zambia, and Swaziland in little more than a month. South Africa denied 
responsibility for most of the violence, but most observers here - including 
Western diplomats as well as African leaders - blamed Pretoria. 


South Africa's growing violence raises doubts about the very legitimacy of the 
Pretoria government, a top South African Council of Churches (SACC) official 
Said while visiting here. "We are a country without a government, at least 
Not a legitimate government", argued SACC justice and reconciliation director 
Wolfram Kistner. In the light of South African violence, he said that the 
world community might have to consider "derecognizing" Pretoria. [EPS] 


RUSSIAN ORTHODOX BISHOP: Ecumenical Press 
‘GLASNOST' HELPS CHURCH Service 87.06.34 


SOUTH CANAAN (Pennsylvania/US) (Tracy Early) - Metropolitan Juvenaly of 
Kruititsy and Kolomna, a leading figure in the Moscow Patriarchate, said in an 
interview (here, 25 May) that the policy of “glasnost" ("openness" or 
"transparence") of Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev has brought significant 
benefits to the church. 


"The spirit of relations between church and state is warmer", he said. "Of 
course, it will be very hard to believe that because glasnost has been 
introduced in our society all things will change as if by a miracle. But it 
is a positive thing, and we welcome this sign." 


"In our plans for celebration of the millenium of the baptism of Russia", he 
said, speaking through an interpreter, "we turn to the Soviet government with 
different kinds of requests. Most of them have already been satisified, and 
some others are being discussed." 


Juvenaly visited this rural area to participate in an annual observance at a 
monastery of the Orthodox Church in America, a church founded by Russian 
Orthodox missionaries. Many prominent clergy, as well as lay people, are 
buried on the monastery grounds, and thousands of people come each year for 
liturgies on Memorial Day, a US national holiday honouring those killed in 
war, but sometimes extended to embrace others. 


This year, Herman, the OCA bishop of Philadelphia, who lives at the monastery, 


dedicated the event to inauguration of the millenium observance. Among other 


participants were Metropolitan Theodosius, OCA primate, and Bishop Clement, 
who oversees US and Canadian parishes of the Moscow Patriarchate. 


In 1970 when Moscow gave the OCA its independence (autocephaly) - still not 
officially recognized by all the world's Eastern Orthodox churches - there was 
an expectation that the "patriarchal parishes" would eventually become part of 
the OCA. Now, 17 years later, some OCA members suggest that the Patriarchate 
has acted more to retain its foothold in North America than to facilitate 
Orthodox unity. 


"I believe the question is not one of the willingness of the Patriarchate but 
the desire of the parishes", Juvenaly said. "And I believe the closer our 
relations become, the speedier will be the process of overcoming the 
alienation and sometimes hostility of past years." 


Among the fruits of glasnost, Juvenaly ranked first the efforts of Soviet 
authorities for "strict observance" of laws protecting church rights. For the 
first time, he said, Soviet newspapers are carrying stories about local J 
authorities who violate these laws. "The articles are very important as a 
warning against the same thing elsewhere", he said. "The Council for -" 
Religious Affairs also plans to undo the wrong which was done in certain 
places, and is discussing how this kind of wrong can be overcome and not 
allowed to happen in other places", Juvenaly added. 


Further evidence of glasnost, he said, has been a new willingness of Soviet 
authorities to allow the church a public voice. In the past, he said, church 
leaders could talk about peace, maybe even appear on tv, but not address other 
issues of morality that concerned them. ''Now we step up onto a new stage", 
he said. Juvenaly, who chaired the religious section of the international 
forum last February [EPS 87.03.40], said the occasion was unprecedented in 4 

allowing religious leaders to participate alongside other groups, and present | 
their report to Gorbachev at a plenary session in the Kremlin. [EPS] _ 


PHILIPPINES: CHURCH- Ecumenical Press 
BACKED CANDIDATES WIN Service 87.06.35 


MANILA (Sophia Bodegon) - The ten senatorial candidates supported by a group 
of church leaders, including two religious brothers and one priest, won in the 
Philippines’ first congressional polls in 15 years. All the candidates 
belong to the pro-administration coalition, Lakas ng Bayan (people Power). 


Candidates known as TOSCA (Ten Outstanding Senatorial Candidates) were widely 
understood here to have been supported by Jaime Cardinal Sin, the Roman 
Catholic archbishop here, the country's most influential prelate, and a close 
adviser to Philippine President Corazon Aquino. 


The TOSCA project was sponsored by Veritas, a weekly newsmagazine endorsed by 

Sin, "to help the public make and complete their own choices for the senate in 
consultation with a council of leaders who are themselves respected members of 
society." 


Sin himself went on television regularly via a taped message to encourage 
viewers to apply the same criteria used by the TOSCA selectors in choosing 
their candidates. The criteria were vision for national development, 
competence, integrity, and public service. 


The cardinal also issued to the laity in his archdiocese guidelines urging 
them not to vote for candidates who advocate divorce or abortion ("his/her 
election into office may make it harder for us to follow the divine law in its 
entirety"). He counselled them against voting for candidates who "professed 
a godless ideology or who is known to advocate violence and class struggle as 
the means of changing society." 


Nonetheless, he asked them to support candidates likely to work for "the 
alleviation of the poverty of the masses of our people", and stressed voting 
for candidates "who will best serve the common good." 


The Executive Committee of the National Council of Churches in the Philippines 
issued its own statement in connection with the vote. Like Sin, it warned 
voters not to be "blinded by the glint and glitter of campaign doleouts". 


It heralded the arrival of the era of a new type of politics which places as 
the centrepiece of the electoral campaign the issues of land, rights, and 
freedom. Foremost among campaign issues, NCCP mentioned "those that concern 
lasting peace and justice, the economic upliftment of our people, and our 
national sovereignty and patrimony." 


As the trend in the counting revealed a sweep by pro-administration 
candidates, losers and the clandestine National Democratic Front charged 
massive fraud. The NDF, which has among its member organizations Christians 
for National Liberation, blamed among others, church leaders for what they 
alleged was a failure to elect true representatives of the people. 


NDF charged that "“institutionalized fraud, blatant electioneering by 
government and church leaders, mass media blitzes, as well as massive vote 
buying effectively insured the victory of candidates with government 
influence, elite patronage, and money." 


But, said Felix Bautista, spokesperson for the cardinal, "Unlike in the 1986 
revolt [which brought Aquino to power], when churchmen and other groups 
complained about systematic poll rigging by [deposed former President 
Ferdinand] Marcos, only they (Enrile and company) are complaining now." 
[EPs] 


ANGLICANS LOOK Ecumenical Press 
AT SA INVESTMENTS Service 87.06.36 


SINGAPORE - A strongly-worded resolution from the Seventh Anglican 
Consultative Council (ACC7) (EPS 87.05.38,64) condemns the South African 
system of dominance by the white minority (apartheid) and South African 
aggression against its neighbours. It also calls for "effective sanctions" 
and urges institutions, including church entities, to "disinvest and disengage 
from the South African economy." 


However, a separate item in the original resolution singling out the Church 
Commissioners, who manage assets of the Church of England, was withdrawn. 
Speaking on behalf of the commissioners, John Smallwood said they are required 
"by English statutory law" to serve their benificiaries, and so could not 
adopt policies that are “financially disadvantageous". He said the 
commissioners had divested of most of their holdings connected with South 
Africa, and that less than five percent of the commissioners’ total portfolio 
(of about two billion (2000 million) UK pounds) is so connected. 


In other action, the ACC expressed continuing concern for the welfare of Terry 
Waite, secretary for Anglican Communion affairs for Archbishop of Canterbury 
Robert Runcie. Waite disappeared early this year while negotiating the 
release of hostages in Lebanon. 


ACC7 supported a first-ever world gathering of Anglican youth, to be held in 
January 1988. It also recommended an approach to mission that acknowledges 
the multi-faith, multi-cultural societies in which the church is found, and 
the linking of evangelism with development. [EPS] 


Taiwan: Presbyterians confess misdeeds against tribal people EPS 87.06.37 
TAINAN - The 34th General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in Taiwan, 
meeting at a theological college here, approved a confession of misdeeds by 
Taiwanese against tribal people. Earlier this year, representatives of the 10 
PCT presbyteries for tribal groups met. The assembly elected C.E. Lin, the 
first tribal person ever to be its moderator, and protested the refusal of 
Taiwan's government to grant a visa to South African Reformed theologian Allan 
Boesak to attend the meeting. It also voted to enter into relationships with 
several overseas denominations, including the Presbyterian and Methodist 
Churches of New Zealand. [EPS] 


Soviet film wins ecumenical prize at Cannes festival EPS 87.06.38 
CANNES (France) - The Soviet film, "Repentance", by Tenguiz Abouladze, 
received the prize from the ecumenical jury at the 40th international film 
festival here. Banned for some years in the Soviet Union, the film denounces 
all forms of totalitarianism. [EPS] 


France: Reformed endorse a national ecumenical council EPS 87.06.39 
NIMES - The National Synod of the Reformed Church of France has endorsed a 
proposal for a national ecumenical council for the country. It also urged the 
Protestant Federation of France to "remain vigilant" against government 
efforts to restrict the rights of refugees and other foreigners. [EPS] 


Europe: Christian adult education groups meet EPS 87.06.40 
BAD BOLL (Wiirtemberg/FRG) - About 140 participants from 16 European countries 
attended the first joint conference in 15 years, at the Evangelical Academy 
here, of the Protestant Association for Adult Education in Europe, and the 
European Association for Catholic Adult Education. The four-day meeting 
stressed the importance of new approaches to Bible study, and of working in 
ways appropriate to mature, contemporary individuals. [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: "Oslo Statement" EPS 87.06.41 


This is excerpted from a text prepared by 18 church-related people who met in 
Oslo last month to discuss issues in,connection with next month's UNCTAD 
meeting in Geneva. Organizations represented at the meeting included the 
European Ecumenical Commission for Church and Society, British Council of 
Churches, [Lutheran] Church of Norway, Council of Churches of the Netherlands, 
Protestant Federation of France, Lutheran World Federation, Continuity 
Committee of European Justice and Peace Commission, Roman Catholic Diocese of 
Oslo, World Council of Churches, [US] National Council of Churches, Federation 
of Swiss Protestant Churches, [FRG] Churches' Dialogue Program, Ecumenical 
Council of Denmark. 


river li2’. Poverty is manifested in a most tragic way in the Least Developed 
Countries (LDCs). Over the years the economic situation of LDCs has further 
deteriorated. The LDCs' diminishing share of world trade (0.4% in 1985) and 
their resultant growing dependence on development aid, marginalise these 
countries from the international economic system and make them extremely 
vulnerable. 


13. In September 1981, the UN Conference on the LDCs unanimously adopted the 
Substantial New Programme of Action (SNPA) for the Eighties to help these 
countries overcome economic stagnation. The mid-term review of the SNPA 
implementation held in October 1985 revealed, however, that most of the 
commitments made by donors in 1981 had not been fulfilled. Under these 
circumstances, we urge our countries to take prompt actions to implement the 
SNE » 5 \s.0 


14. The prices of key commodities produced by developing countries are at a 
historically low level. Since two thirds of developing countries’ export 
earnings still come from commodities, this price collapse has aggravated their 
debt problem, and significantly retarded their development. We urgently call 
on our governments to muster the political will to support price stabilisation 
arrangements providing a fair income to producers, as well as income 
compensation mechanisms and the provision of funds for structural change. To 
this end, they should enable the Common Fund to become operational. 


15. Subsidy and price support mechanisms that lead to overproduction in our 
countries should be progressively phased out, and agricultural export 
subsidies should be stopped in order to provide incentives for production in 
developing countries. Curtailment of overproduction of minerals by 
developing countries should be sustained through the provision of finance on 
advantageous terms directed to diversify their economies. The increasing 
competition of synthetics and substitutes should be countered by allocating 
resources to research and development of new end-uses and markets for natural 
products. 


16. The use of natural resources has often turned into irresponsible 
exploitation of nature. In future agreements on commodities clauses on the 
protection of the enviornment should be included. 


Di The debt issue is the negative side of the interdependence linking North 
and South. In 1986 the net transfer of resources from poor countries to 
creditors in the industrialized world reached nearly $30 billion. 


18. The international debt crisis especially in Africa and Latin-America is 
a major impediment to sustainable development. Debtors are having to use 
trade surpluses to service debt and are drawing heavily on non-renewable 
resources to do so. Pressures on the environment and resources have 
increased sharply in the search for new and expanded exports and replacements 
for imports. [over] 
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19. When negotiating the debt, it should be clear that it consists of 
different elements: a legitimate loan based upon assumed conditions (not the 
most substantial part in most cases), an increase in the amount due to the 
deterioration of terms of trade (over which most debtor countries have little 
or no control), a substantial increase due to the disorder of the 
international monetary system (the dominant position of the dollar and the 
level of interest rates), in some cases illegitimate loans in which corrupt 
governments or dictatorships collaborate with interested lobbies in 
industrialized countries. ... 


20. To ease the debt burden of developing countries, our governments through 

the UNCTAD negotiations, should undertake the following measures: 

- abandon the present case by case approach and recognize debtor clubs 

- share the burden equitably among the creditor institutions and the debtor 
governments, corporations and elites which incurred the debt 

- lower interest rates and extend repayment periods 

- link level of debt service to the level of export earnings 

- lift the burden of adjustment from those least responsible and most 
vulnerable 

- refer illegitimate loans to the International Court of Justice 

- prevent capital flight. 


2 Structural changes in international relations as proposed in other 
sections of this statement are essential to achieve the goal of a just and 
participatory world economic order. In addition, we urge our OECD-countries 
to fulfil at least the 0.7% target and to improve radically the quality of the 
various aid programmes. This implies that OECD-government should not impose 
their will on recipient countries but provide more aid on an equitable basis 
and make more untied aid available. : 


vee A larger proportion of total development assistance should be devoted to 
enhance the environment and the productivity of the resource sectors. The 
most effective efforts of this type are small projects with maximum grassroots 
participation. Qualitative improvements of this kind are as important as 
quantitive improvements in development aid. 


_&e UNCTAD VII takes place at a time of deep stress in the international 
trading system. The conference should not be seen simply as a single event, 
but as a part of the continuing process of multilateral trade negotiations in 
both UNCTAD and GATT. ... 
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25. We remind our government representatives at UNCTAD VII that the World 
Council of Churches, confessional bodies and church-related NGOs will be 
present and will be ready to enter into dialogue on these questions and others 
that government delegations should like to raise. 


EY 


26. To protect the interest and rights of the disadvantaged and to prevent 
the unlimited accumulation of property and resources, the Bible prescribes for 
the Old Testament society that the fiftieth or Jubilee Year should be 
celebrated as "God's year of release" in which agricultural land sold to 
non-family members be returned to the family, and debts be cancelled 
(Leviticus 25; 8-55). y 


Today this could also be a critical point of departure for the international 
economic system raising what are the structural possibilities for a more 
equitable distribution of wealth, protection of the vulnerable, the 
cancellation of debt, and responsible sharing of resources. [EPS] 
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ECUTEXT: "WCC Message to the President of Lebanon" EPS 87.06.42 


This message was sent 2 June by Emilio Castro, general secretary of the World 
Council of Churches. 


The World Council of Churches received with shock and profound grief the news 
about the death of Mr Rashid Karami, the Prime Minister of Lebanon. The 
manner of his death only reinforces the senselessness of the continuing 
violence in Lebanon. 


The Council requests you to be kind enough to convey to the people of Lebanon 
and especially his family its sincere condolence and sympathy. 


Rashid Karami represented in him the will of the people of Lebanon to live 
together in peace and harmony. The World Council of Churches recalls the 
significant service he rendered to his nation over a long period and the wise 
leadership he gave at some of the most critical periods in its recent history. 


The tragedy of Lebanon has been rendered even more poignant at this time by 
the death of one who ceaselessly tried to uphold and defend the best values of 
the Lebanese people. 


The Council joins the people of Lebanon in their mourning for the departed 
leader and it prays to God to give them the strength and the comfort they need 
at this hour. [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: "WCC Statement on Sri Lanka" EPS 87.06.43 


This statement was issued (29 May) by Todor Sabev, deputy general secretary 
of the World Council of Churches. He was acting for WCC General Secretary 
Emilio Castro. 


The World Council of Churches appeals to the Sri Lanka government to stop 
forthwith its military offensive on the Jaffna peninsula. 


It deplores the actions which have resulted in the death of a large number of 
civilians and great suffering for all people in the peninsula. 


The Council reiterates its conviction that the conflict in Sri Lanka cannot be 
solved by military means. 


It does not believe that the military offensive will serve to bring the 
parties concerned to the negotiating table. Other appropriate means have to 
be sought. 


It is urgent to resume negotiations for a political settlement and therefore 
the military offensive has to be halted. 


The World Council of Churches further appeals to the government to allow the 
International Committee of the Red Cross and other humanitarian organizations 
to provide much-needed relief to the people in the area. 


The Council once again affirms its concern for the welfare of all the people 


in Sri Lanka and remembers them, especially those in the Jaffna peninsula, in 
its prayers at this critical time. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Robert Nowell: “Letter from London" EPS 87.06.44 


Margaret Thatcher may have started her first term of office as prime minister 
of the United Kingdom in 1979 by quoting the "prayer of St Francis" from the 
steps of her official residence. But the somewhat abrasive Conservatism she 
represents has aroused opposition from people who speak for the church, who 
have generally preferred the post-war consensus built round the welfare state 
established by the 1945 Labour government and accepted and developed by its 
Conservative successors in the 1950s and 1960s. 


To a greater extent than its two predecessors, the recent UK election was a 
choice between renewing that post-war consensus or moving towards a more 
individualistic and self-reliant society where the great national services 
like health and education will still exist, but increasingly as a second-best 
for those who cannot afford private provision. 


Precisely this kind of shift has come under fire from church representatives, 
a recent example being the report on the welfare state endorsed by the English 
Anglican general synod last February. Nonetheless, during the election 
campaign, church leaders generally remained scrupulously neutral and confined 
themselves to suggesting questions to be put to the candidates and parties. 


The questions come in a variety of packages - 29 from the British Council of 
Churches, 24 from the Catholic Bishops' Conference of England and Wales, 10 
from the urban areas group of Church of England bishops, and others from the 
Methodists. What most of them have in common is that the kind of answers that 
would seem most satisfactory would appear difficult to square with the 
policies of the last eight years of Conservative government. 


For example: "What policies do you support which might reduce the number of 
long-term unemployed people? What do you consider to be an acceptable level 


of unemployment and what policies do you have to reach that level?" "What 
priorities would you give to developing and funding the publicly-funded system 
of education?" "How would you ensure the continuance of a high standard of 


health care available to all?" 


The Roman Catholic bishops prefixed their selection of questions with four 
principles to guide voters - concern for the well-being of all; co-operation 
rather than confrontation; special responsibilities towards the weak; and 
human rights, including not only the rights of the unborn child but also 
living and working conditions both at home and abroad. 


British Methodist leaders suggested, among other things, that voters ask if 
parties and candidates assumed everyone is selfish, and whether they took 
account of the Christian understanding of God's bias towards the poor. And 
the London Yearly Meeting (the national Quaker policy-making body) declared 
itself "angered by actions which have knowingly led to the polarization of our 
country - into the affluent, who epitomize success according to the values of 
a materialistic society, and the 'have-leasts', who by the expectations of 
that same society are oppressed, judged, found wanting, and punished ... We 
find ourselves utterly at odds with the priorities in our society which deny 
the full human potential of millions of people in this country." 


In Scotland, even in the coded language of the deliverances of the General 
Assembly of the [Reformed] Church of Scotland, disquiet was evident: a move 
to replace acceptance of a report critical of growing UK poverty and unequal 
distribution of wealth by a counter-motion extolling "economic progress and 
individual freedom" was overwhelmingly defeated. Clearly, very many Kirk 
leaders would be happier with a government they would consider less abrasive 
and divisive than the one which has ruled the UK since 1979. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Kéroly Téth: ‘Ethnic Minorities in Romania’ EPS 87.06.45 


In April [EPS 87.04.116] Metropolitan Antonie of the Romanian Orthodox Church 
responded to questions about ethnic minorities (e.g., Hungarians and Germans) 
in Romania. 


Like Antonie, Téth is member of the Executive Committee of the World Council 
of Churches... He is the bishop president of the synod of the Reformed Church 
in Hungary, and acting president of the Ecumenical Council of Churches in 
Hungary. 


We would like to supplement on a few points the information expressed by 
Metropolitan Antonie in EPS. It is not our intention that we should enter 
into a polemic, but rather as Metropolitan Antonie also emphasises, that the 
churches should work for reconciliation and brotherly co-operation, both in 
the sphere of religion and in social and political questions alike. 


When we speak of the facts and strive to present the real situation, I do not 
think that, as Metropolitan Antonie puts it in his interview, we would be 
"serving propaganda which strives after tension and instability". 


We are in the service of propagating the gospel of Jesus Christ. This is why 
it troubles us that the members of the Hungarian-speaking-minority Reformed 
Church [in Romania] do not obtain Bibles, and further that the possibility of 
training of pastors is decreasing in a damaging way in that the 
Hungarian-speaking Reformed Church of almost one million members can only 
admit six candidates annually to the theological seminary in Cluj-Napoca. 


The statement made in the introduction to the interview that "until the end of 
the first world war Transylvania was part of the Austro-Hungarian Empire" can 
be misunderstood. 


Before 1918, Transylvania did indeed belong as a part of the Hungarian kingdom 
to the Hapsburg monarchy. It is in fact common knowledge that the Austrians, 
that is the Hapsburgs, wore the crown of Hungary since 1526. 


After the middle of the ninth century, and since the establishment of the 
Hungarian Christian state (in 1000), Transylvania in particular was an organic 
part of Hungary. 


Under the terms of the Treaty of Trianon, Transylvania has been attached to 
Romania, in 1920. Prior to this the territory was never under Romanian 
authority. 


According to the metropolitan's statement, the Hungarians were always 
intolerant towards the Romanians living in Transylvania; he says that they 
forbade the use of the Romanian language and forcibly made both personal names 
and place names Hungarian. 


Let us again look at the facts. The Hungarian form of place names came into 
being in the Middle Ages, the Romanian names centuries later, the majority of 
them were artificially brought into being in 1920, especially in the Hungarian 
populated areas. It is thus not possible to speak of place names being made 
Hungarian by force, nor was the use of the Romanian language ever forbidden 
and nor was the making of family and Christian names Hungarian ever initiated. 


Permit me to mention just one historical fact to illustrate that forcible 
"Hungarianisation" never existed in Transylvania: Gydrgy Rakéczi I, prince of 
Transylvania (a Hungarian) insisted on the first Romanian translation of the 
Bible, and he promoted its publication. (He reigned from 1630-1648. ) [over] 
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Another point in Metropolitan Antonie's interview ... speaks about the proven 
religious intolerance of the Hungarians towards the Romanians. Again let me 
mention an historical fact: nobody was forced to change his or her religion, 
that is to abandon the Eastern Orthodox faith of the Romanian population. 
During centuries, Transylvania was well known for its religious tolerance by 
which Orthodox, Protestants, and Catholics lived peacefully together. The 
religious intolerance began when in 1948 (Translvania again belonged to 
Romania after 1944) the Greek Catholic Church in Transylvania was abolished by 
decree, and on paper several million people automatically became Greek 
Orthodox (Eastern Orthodox, that is Romanian Orthodox) overnight. 


aan 
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It is only the latest Romanian historiography that claims that the ancient 
population of Transylvania was Romanian, but it is unable to prove it with 
anything. Historical claims do not moreover justify anything in the present, 
it can in no way mean the deprivation of other nationalities of their civil 
rights. In connection with this I have to note the fact amongst the Romanian 
Orthodox church buildings in Transylvania, there is not one which was built 
earlier than the 18th century. 


A difficult period of history shared by the Hungarians and Romanians was the 
period when Transylvania with its many nationalities was annexed to Romania 
(in 1920), then later to Hungary (in 1940) and then again to Romania (in 
1944). Unfortunately in this difficult period, sporadic atrocities occurred 
from both sides. The cruelty of the Romanian "Iron Guard" is public 
knowledge, but now it is not our purpose to dwell on these horrors. 


The basic question must be what purpose does mentioning the sins which were 
committed by both sides in the past serve? In my opinion, such a procedure 
may serve only one purpose ~ namely, it creates hatred and antipathy against 
the Hungarian minority, a feeling the existence of which Metropolitan 
Antonie's interview seeks to deny. 


Such a numerically large nationality as the Hungarian in Transylvania can 
rightly reckon on maintaining schools of its own language. Metropolitan 
Antonie also acknowledges this right, claiming in his interview that the 
situation is satisfactory in this area also. Let us, however, look at a few 
statistics relevant to this point which will better clarify the actual 
situation. 


In 1959 the Hungarian university in Cluj-Napoca (Kolozsv4r) was closed. At 
present, university education through the medium of Hungarian is only 
available in the Hungarian language and literature department of the Romanian 
University in Cluj-Napoca (Kolozsv4r). In 1946, there were 184 secondary 
schools teaching through the medium of Hungarian in Transylvania; in 1971, the 
total was 71. In 1956, there were 1515 primary schools teaching in the 
Hungarian language; in 1980, 1276, but in the majority of these ... Hungarian 
is only used for teaching in certain classes; in the remainder Romanian is 
used. In 1980, 42,224 Hungarian children were attending primary schools 
teaching through the medium of Romanian. At the medical and pharmaceutical 
university in Tirgu Mures (MarosvasArhely) which had taught entirely through 
the medium of Hungarian, there are now only a few departments where lectures 
are given in Hungarian. In 1950, there were 146 primary schools in Moldova 
(Moldva) teaching through the medium of Hungarian; now there is not even one. 


In conclusion, I would again like to emphasize that my purpose is in no way to 
reopen the wounds of the past. I do, however, consider one-sided and 
tendentious information to be dangerous because it makes reconciliation 
impossible. [EPS] 
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SHOPTALK (54/23) 
EPS HAS A NEW TELEPHONE NUMBER: 91.61.56. 


New from WCC Publications (Box 66, CH-121l1 Geneva 20): Who Are the Poor? 
The Beatitudes As A Call to Community, by John S. Pobee. Number 32 in the 
Risk book series, it costs 8.50 Swiss francs, 5.50 US dollars, 3.50 UK pounds. 


Re EPS 87.05.101: Population estimates for Lebanon vary considerably. The 
population figure of 2.7 million which appeared in the editor's note was taken 
from the 1987 edition of Britannica World Data. The author of the article 
worked with a figure of 3.5 million for the total population; it is in that 
context that the reference to 1.5 million Christians was made. 


The Meaning and Limits of Religious Pluralism in the World Today, edited by 
Allan Brockway and Jean Halperin, includes papaers from a November 1984 
consultation sponsored by the International Jewish Committee on Interreligious 
Consultations and the World Council of Churches. A copy is available from 
WCC/Dialogue, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


A Pan-African Symposium on Christian Communication is to take place in 
Harare (Zimbabwe), 22-31 July. Theme of the meeting, sponsored by the Africa 
Region (Box 14205, Nairobi) of the World Association for Christian 
Communication, is "Christian Communication - Peoples Power in Africa". 


Labour, Employment, and Unemployment: An Ecumenical Reappraisal, edited by 
R.H. Green, is the fifth in the series, "An Ecumenical Approach to Economics" 
from the Commission on the Churches' Participation in Development of the World 
Council of Churches. It is a report of the CCPD Advisory Group on Economic 
Matters in October 1985. 


The new (no.1l, 1987) issue of the newsletter of the Sub-Unit on Education of 
the World Council of Churches (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) focuses on 
"ecumenical learning". 


The official list of restrictions applied to Jean Francois Bill as 
conditions of his release from detention by South Africa [EPS 87.04.52] is 
available on request from EPS. Bill is now in Switzerland, but plans to 
return to South Africa. He has passports from both countries. 


“Enhancing Mental Health" is the theme of the current (April) issue of 
Contact, bimonthly publication of the WCC Christian Medical Commission (Box 
66, CH-1211 Geneva 20). 


Photo Oikoumene, the periodic WCC photo catalogue, is available to those who 
request it from WCC/Visual Arts, Box 66, CH-121l1 Geneva 20. A set of back 
catalogues (since February 1981) is available for 15 Swiss francs. You may 
also request photos to go with specific EPS stories. They will be sent at 
your expense as available. 


EPS deadlines (7h00 GMT): 23,26 June; 22,28 July. EPS headlines can be 
telexed to you. We pay for that. Then you can ask for texts you want. You 
pay for that. 

EPS printing: this issue, 24 June; next issue, 10 July. 


EPS appears about 45 times a year. 


150,000 ‘BEHOLD THE MAN' Ecumenical Press 
AT WEST GERMAN KIRCHENTAG Service 87.07.01 


FRANKFURT - It is sometimes said that most of Europe is secularized and 
post-Christian. That may be true, but the crowds of mostly young people who 
flocked to the biennial German Evangelical Kirchentag (Church Congress; here, 
17-21 June) suggest such a generalization needs to be nuanced at least a bit. 
Attendance at this year's Kirchentag (the 22d; the first was in Hannover in 
1949) was estimated at upwards of 150,000, including more than 120,000 who 
paid the 90 marks which admitted them on three days to the giant, 10-building 
fairgrounds here where many Kirchentag events took place. 


The theme was "Behold the man," - Pilate's wordswhen he brought Jesus before 
the crowd in the Passion account in John's gospel. Dozens of more specific 
opportunities for studies, lectures, working groups, forums, workshops, and 
other events were grouped in five sectors: "Speaking of God - Living with 
God," "Ways of People - Ways to People," "Validating the Worth of People - 
Shaping the Social State," "Justice and Peace -— Steps to the Council," and 
"People in God's Creation -— Reconciliation with Nature." By the end of the 
Kirchentag, more than a dozen resolutions has emerged from the sectors. 


Most participants came from the FRG and Berlin (West), but, though the 
language was almost exclusively German, people from dozens of other countries 
- not only in Europe - also took part. (The international committee for the 
Kirchentag includes people from 18 countries.) Also present were many 
hundreds from the GDR (East Germany). A three-hour working group on East-West 
understanding included three GDR speakers - a bishop, a writer, and a member 
of the Central Committee of the ruling Socialist Unity party. The latter, 
Otto Reinhold, observed that a decade ago, no one would have thought possible 
such a panel in such a setting. There was also a Russian Orthodox delegation, 
and the program included an all-day forum on reconciliation and understanding 
with the Soviet people. 


The variety and scope of the Kirchentag program required a 350-page program to 
outline, plus 80 more pages in supplementary booklets with information on 
Kirchentag-related cultural events; on the dozens of special eucharists 
celebrated one evening in area parishes (and in other places under the 
auspices of other groups); and on information stands, a bookshop arranged by 
32 publishers/suppliers, exhibitions, special meetings, and other special 
events. 


Kirchentag events were scheduled literally around the clock, for a couple 
parishes sponsored overnight events - in one case, "a liturgical night" based 
on writings of the 13th-century renewer of the church, Francis of Assisi; in 
another, a series of liturgies in 11 styles (beginning with British West 
Indian at 9 one evening, concluding with Orthodox of different ethnicities the 
following morning at 7). 


Each of the three full days of the Kirchentag began with an hour of Bible 
Study, in about 100 locations. Texts for all the groups were the Same, and 
tens of thousands of people came. For earlier risers, there were several 
opportunities for worship - from a Herrnhut Moravian eucharist to an 
"Evangelical mass," from "political morning prayer" to "morning meditation." 


Worship (including four daily eucharists) continued into the evening in a Hall 
of Silence. With it was associated an Evangelical Cloister arranged by about 
a dozen religious communities with ties to the Evangelical Church in Germany 
(the grouping of 17 United, Lutheran, and Reformed regional churches in the 
FRG and Berlin/West). Hall visitors - some of whom used the quiet place to 
catch up on sleep - were offered bubbly water and tasty rolls. [over] 
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There were several exhibits of contemporary and older religious art. Others 
focused on church collaboration with and resistance to Naziism. Musically, one 
could easily find most everything from heavy metal to Gregorian chant, 
historic hymns to contemporary canons, both German and foreign. Several rooms 
were reserved at the university for a variety of forms of Christian meditation. 
There were ecumenical and interfaith opportunities for study and dialogue. 


Hundreds of groups and organizations offered a stunning variety of information 
and activities about their causes and concerns - homosexuality and ecology; 
militarism and abortion; nuclear weapons and nuclear power; Central America 
and the 1988 Olympics in Seoul; the plight of prisoners, the unemployed, the 
homeless, Gypsies, Kurds, Afghans, Eritreans, people in East Europe and the 
Soviet Union; ministry with youth, children, old people, motorcyclists, 
police, soldiers; ecumenism and feminism; handicrafts and Aids. There were | 
stands supporting each of the major FRG parliamentary groupings (plus the FRG > 
Communist Party, urging Christian-Marxist dialogue), and another on behalf of 
Christian parliamentarians from all the main parties. Some urged Christians | 
to be responsibly open to a technological future, though many others were much 
more sceptical. Homemade and natural food competed with junk and fast food. 


The presence of one group in the Market of Possibilities, the International | 
Society for Human Rights, prompted a request from a score of other groups that | 
it be excluded on grounds it supports anti-government forces in Nicaragua and 
white-minority domination in South Africa. The Kirchentag leadership denied 
the request, noting it had not had time to document the charges. One member | 
of the Kirchentag presidium, Helmut Simon, said that if groups were excluded 
from the Market for being "one-sided," dozens of groups would have to be 
ejected. For itself, the society hung up a sign saying it was neither black, | 
nor red, nor green, but just in favor of human rights for everybody. 


A major issue at the Kirchentag was South Africa. Between 10,000 (the police 
estimate) and 40,000 people (the organizers') demonstrated on Saturday - part 
of a series of events arranged by the "Campaign: Kirchentag Against Apartheid" | 
group. Its yellow scarves were much in evidence among participants (many of | 
whom also wore the purple scarves of opponents of nuclear weapons which were | 
popular at the last Kirchentag). 


The Kirchentag opened with nearly a hundred different services at the 
fairgrounds and in local parishes. That was followed by an "evening of! 
encounter" at four squares in the city. At the end, upwards of 100,000 people! 
—- including choirs of brass and singers each numbering several thousand - 
filled a sports stadium for a two-and-a-half hour celebration of the) 
eucharist. Preaching was South African anti-apartheid activist and Reformed 
theologian Allan Boesak, whose animated reflections on the biblical vision of 
a new heaven and a new earth were enthusiastically received. FRG Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl arrived and left by helicopter, to a mixed reception when his’ 
presence was announced. 


The eucharist ended precisely at the time scheduled, with the singing of one 
of the one of the world's most famous German hymns - "Now Thank We All Our 
God." Thereupon, thousands streamed out to catch special trains and trams and) 
buses; other thousands lingered for additional singing and conversation. 


Until 1961, centralized Kirchentage were arranged for both Germanys. Since) 
1961, GDR Kirchentage have been arranged separately, regionally. The one last) 
month in Berlin in connection with its 750th anniversary was expected to 
attract about 10,000 people. Four are planned for 1988 - in Gorlitz, Erfurt,| 
Rostock, and Halle. The next FRG Kirchentag is to be in 1989 in Berlin [EPS] 


PARAGUAY GETTING ATTENTION IN Ecumenical Press 
NORTH AMERICAN CHURCH CIRCLES Service 87.07.02 


NEW YORK (Tracy Early) - Consciousness of the situation in Paraguay, normally 
remote from the focus of world concern, has been heightened this year in some 
North American church circles. 


Especially helpful in-achieving this was a visit last May by a Roman Catholic 
bishop who provides much of the human rights leadership in Paraguay -— Mario 
Melanio Medina Salinas, named in 1980 at the age of 40 as the first head of 
Benjamin Aceval, a diocese of the impoverished and sparsely-populated Chaco 
region in western Paraguay. 


In Washington, Indianapolis, South Bend (Indiana), Toronto, and here, Medina 
talked with considerable frankness as he met representatives of the media, 
church, government, academia, Paraguayan immigrants, and others. 


He offered no encouragement to those who might anticipate an imminent end to 
Latin Americas longest-running dictatorship. With a combined force of 
military repression and favors deliberable only by his Colorado Party, Alfredo 
Stroessner, the general, now 74, who took control of Paraguay in 1954, seems 
sure to win reelection in 1988 for another five years. 


The way forward, Medina said, lies through development of a new mentality by 
educational efforts. The nation has not had a democratic tradition, he noted, 
and the people most likely to take over if Stroessner passes from the scene 
are generals who form part of his regime and participate in the pervasive 
corruption. 


Visitors to Paraguay report that the economy runs largely on smuggling 
controlled by Stroessner and company. Some suggest this inland country 
anticipates becoming a South American Hong Kong if fearful traders flee the 
British colony when it returns to Chinese control in 1997. 


Formally, Stroessner allows opposition parties. Four of them have united in a 
National Accord, but Medina said their leaders give their energies mostly to 
struggles for personal gain. 


As part of Medina's own educaitonal efforts, he has formed a human rights 
group called For the People. As another, he took under his wing some 
journalists from ABC Color, Paraguay's only independent newspaper, after 
Stroessner shut it down in 1984. A Center for Investigation and Documentation 
was set chaired by the bishop. It puts out a weekly press service in Spanish 
and English, special reports, and a monthly magazine in Spanish, Nuestro 
Tiempo (Our Times). 


Medina said the World Council of Churches - "very important" to Paraguay for 
because of its; stance on social issues - provided curcial assistance in 
launching the magazine. But because of government opposition, he said, it has 
to be printed outside Paraguay. Circulation runs about 1500 -—- 1000 
distributed hand-to-hand in Paraguay, the rest going to other countries. 


Reviewing the US government's role in Paraguay, Medina commended a dicision 
three years ago to stop military aid. He said US Ambassador Clyde Taylor's 
display of sympathy for forces challenging the dictatorship put him on the 
edge of becoming persona non grata. But he said Paraguay is cultivating other 
allies - Chile, Brazil, Taiwan, South Korea, and South Africa. 


Medina's visit was sponsored by the Washington Office on Latin America, an 
agency supported by both religious and private groups. [EPS] 
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Virginia Bouvier, a Roman Catholic staff member who has Paraguay as part of 
her protfolio, said Medina's talks with representatives of the [US] National 
Conference of Catholic Bishops would probably result in an NCCB delegation 
going to Paraguay in 1988. : 


Paraguay has about million oeople, almost all Roman Catholic. There are a few 
other small denominations, but no national council of churches. The WCC has 
no members based in Paraguay, though some members based elsewhere have a few 
adherents in Paraguay. There is a Mennonite community of German background 
that avoids ecumenical ties. 


As in most of Latin America, US fundamentalist groups are at work. One of 
them, the New Tribes Mission, has been accused of employing a style of | 
evangelism that destroys the Indian culture. | 


Indeed, controversy over church work with Indians has raged perenially in 
Paraguay. In 1767 the Jesuits were expelled to stop their activity in Indian 
settlements - "reductions" - that upset colonial authorities, events 
dramatized in a popular 1986 movie, "The Mission." 
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Today, church leaders like Medina advocate an approach respectful of Indian 
culture and protest such violations of Indian rights as sale of their land out 
from under them. 

Oscar Bolioli, Latin America director for the [US] National Council of 
Churches, says his office assists Lutherans, Anglicans, and Disciples in. 
Paraguay who cooperate through two bodies. One is the Churches’ Committee, 
which also had involvement of the Roman Catholic Church until it recently 
withdrew, for reasons obscure to US observers. The other, newer body is 
called Promuri. . 


William Wipfler, NCC human rights officer, says his office is involved with | 
Paraguay on such issues as political prisoners and campesinos arrested for 
living on land whose title has been held - or in some cases only recently 
obtained - by members of the wealthy elite. 


The Washington Office on Latin America recently brought further attention to! 
Paraguay by sponsoring a visit by four US journalists. One of them, Gail | 
Hovey of “Christiantty & Crisis," afterward suggested a rationale for a recent 
US cooling to Stroessner: 


"Thoughtful people in the press and in the church suggested to us a direct!) 
link between US policy in Paraguay and US policy in Central America. No 
foreign policy issue matters more to the president than aid to the contras. | 
If Reagan is going to win support for his policy against ‘dictators of the . 
left' in Nigaragua and also in Cuba, it is useful for him to balance that 
effort with criticism of ‘dictators of the right' in Paraguay and Chile." | 


feeble figurehead - the United States worries about the danger of revolution 
if his regime falls apart. Some people see the US government trying to work 
with the church for a transition like those in Haiti and the Philippines. 


Analysts also say that as Stroessner ages —- some say he is already becoming a 


fy 
Signs of convergence are _ sighted. While the four journalists were in 
Paraguay, a service was held at the cathedral in Asuncion, the capital, to 
mark the anniversary of ABC Color's' suppression. Taylor attended, and 
Archbishop Ismael Blas Rolon Silvero, whose 1986 call for a "national 
dialogue" drew no government response, sent a message of support. [EPS] B 


"PARTICIPATORY BIBLE Ecumenical Press 
STUDY' NETWORK EMERGES Service 87.07.03 


GENEVA —- A group of 47 Bible study enablers invited from around the world met 
for a three-week (2-20 June) workshop here on "participatory Bible study." 
The gathering followed more than 100, four-to-six day seminars for enablers 
conducted over the past 15 years by Hans-Ruedi Weber, director of the Biblical 
Studies Secretariat of the World Council of Churches. 


According to a report on the workshop, it let people who write Bible study 
material, or who help train Bible study enablers, meet and learn from one 
another; it allowed Weber, who retires early next year, to "transmit to a 
representative group of younger" enablers some things he has learned about 
participatory Bible study over the years in various cultural, confessional, 
and ecumenical settings; and it helped foster a "worldwide network of 
friendship and mutual support among Bible study enablers." 


About half the workshop participants were delegated by regional associations 
of theological schools. Others came at the suggestion of the World YWCA, 
World Association of YMCAs, World Student Christian Federation, various Bible 
societies, and the World Catholic Federation for the Biblical Apostolate; some 
who applied individually were also invited. 


The group included 10 Africans from eight countries; 13 Asians from eight 
countries; four people from Australia, New Zealand, or Papua New Guinea; 
another four from Canada or the United States; and one person each from 
Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Costa Rica, Cuba, Jamaica, FRG (West Germany), 
Italy, Norway, Sweden, Switzerland, Czechoslovakia, GDR (East Germany), Egypt, 
Lebanon, and Syria. Present were people from virtually all traditions in the 
WCC membership, plus six Roman Catholics. 


Besides worship, the workshop included small groups in which participants 
shared their experience in animating Bible studies, a series of actual Bible 
studies which led up to a Pentecost retreat, sessions on "the Bible seen 
through women's eyes," "Bible study and theology by the people," and "Bible 
Study methods," and - a change in the program requested especially by 
participants from Africa and Latin America - analysis and discussion of 
various socio-economic, political, and cultural/religious contexts in which 
the Bible is studied. 


Toward the end of the workshop, there was a five-day period during which 
participants formed 12 intercultural and interconfessional writing teams to 
prepare Bible studies on either justice, peace, or human responsibility in 
creation (or on the interrelationship between the three). 


Reflecting on the session, Weber noted that "confessional differences played 
an astonishingly small role. Both the present day contexzts and the common 
Bible bound us together. Even the usual tensions between more conservative, 
biblicist believers who were present in the group, and more open, '‘'liberal' 
believers played hardly any role." Also, he said, several Asian participants 
“wished that the relationship with people of other faiths who also have their 
holy scriptures would have been more emphasized." 


Weber said follow up to the workshop will first mean to "maintain and expand 
the worldwide network of Bible study enablers. The exchange of teaching 
Materials will have to be intensified," he added. Also, there are to be 
regional and sub-regional training courses. One already definitely planned is 
a two-week course next year for young theological teachers in the South 
Pacific. [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘Meeting of WCC-—Vatican Consultative Group' EPS 87.07.04 


This item was released following the annual meeting (this year in Rome, 15-16 
June) of the Consultative Group on Social Thought and Action (CGS), which 
allows an "exchange between the corresponding offices of the World Council of 
Churches and the Roman Catholic Church on social questions of mutual concern." 


.». This year, the principal subject of discussion was the churches' common 
rejection of racism as a sin agianst he dignity of the person and the unity of 
the human family. Substansive agreement was reached on the biblical 
foundations for the rejection of any discrimination or oppressive system based 
on race, color, descent or national or ethnic origin. It was also clearly 
affirmed that such discriminaiton was contrary to the mission that Christ 
confided to his Church to assemble all people as one. The need for continual 
conversion was also recognized, as was the relationship between this 
conversion, which affects not only individuals but also groups, and structural 
change. 


While racism has taken many forms through history, and while there are today 
new and disturbing manifestations of this evil, apartheid, a legal system of 
discrimination based on race, remains the crucial issue. The Consultative 
Group on Social Thought and Action, therefore, discussed ways to reinforce the 
churches' efforts to strengthen the Christian commitment to overcome this 
particularly pernicious form of racism. It was highly significant that this 
exchange took place on June 16, the llth anniversary of the Soweto massacre. 


The Consultative Group on Social Thought and Action then decided to begin 
consideration of religious liberty. It was agreed to ask one representative 
from the World Council of Churches and one from the Roman Catholic Church to 
draw up a common working paper on religious liberty to be presented to the 
Consultative Group on Social Thought and Action at its 1988 meeting. This 
paper could serve as the basis of a common affirmation on the fundamental 
right of religious freedom everywhere for everyone. The final part of the 
meeting was devoted to an exchange on activities of mutual interest and to a 
discussion on how to strenthen collaboration in the social field among the 
member bodies of the Consultative Group. [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘Visit of Argentine President to Ecumenical Centre’ EPS 87.07.05 


June) by Argentine President Raul Alfonsin to the Ecumenical Centre, the 
Geneva headquarters of the WCC, the Lutheran World Federation, and other 
international church bodies. Alfonsin's delegation included his government's 
minister for foreign and religious affairs (Dante Caputo) and the Argentine 
representative to international organizations in Geneva (Leopoldo Tetamantti). 
Among those from the centre taking part in the meeting with Alfonsin were WCC 
General Secretary Emilio Castro, WCC International Affairs Director Ninan 
Koshy, and LWF General Secretary Gunnar Staalsett. 


-.. The discussion centred on topics of fundamental importance in the 
international situation and highlighted common areas of concern in the defence 
of human rights, the search for peace and disarmament and the need to ensure 
the success of the Contadora Group's peace initiatives in Central America. 
Another point to emerge very strongly was the conviction that the issue of the | 
foreign debt of Third World countries is not in the last analysis simply an/ 
economic problem but a question of ethics and social responsibility. The | 
progress of democracy in Latin America is an encouraging sign of hope for the 
building of societies based on justice and solidarity. This useful discussion | 
was ended by a moment of prayer for the people of Argentina and their 
government. ... [EPS] 


/ 
| 
This item was released by the World Council of Churches following a visit : 
| 
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ECUTEXT: “Asia-Latin America Inter-—Regional Exchange" EPS 87.07.06 


This item is abridged from the "Findings and Recommendations" of ecumenical 
teams from Latin America and Asia which visited six countries in the two 
regions [EPS 87.04.117]. Charles Harper, secretary for the Human Rights 
Resources Office for Latin America of the World Council of Churches, prepared 
this item. The full text is available from him (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20). 


After visits to churches and human rights organizations to the Philippines, 
Taiwan, Korea, El Salvador, Chile, and Argentina, Asian and Latin American 
participants in an inter-regional exchange programme sponsored by the World 
Council of Churches, the Latin American Council of Churches, and the Christian 
Conference of Asia, met in Tokyo to reflect on the experience, discuss common 
elements in the various human rights situations and make recommendations to 
the sponsoring bodies for follow-up. 


his How have the churches and Christian communities responded to human rights 
violations in Asia and Latin America? 


The response has been very heterogeneous. In all too many cases, churches 
have stood back with indifference or out of fear of becoming politically 
involved. At the same time, there have been Christians and churches in each 
country visited who have taken courageous and consistent stands in the defense 
of life and human dignity, assisted the victims of human rights violations and 
built coalitions among various groups for the human rights struggle. They 
have provided pastoral accompaniment to those involved in the struggle for 
justice. Some churches have been involved in studies of the root causes of 
human rights violations, offering a critique of economic models. and 
instruments which produce disastrous consequences for the poorest. Churches 
theologically articulate the meaning of the struggle for human rights for the 
churches' witness to the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 


2. What have been the risks and obstacles which the churches have had to face 
in the fulfillment of their pastoral ministries and prophetic witness? 


It was observed that whenever the church becomes a defender of the status quo, 
it runs the risk of legitimizing repression which preserves the status quo. 
[Ihe tendency of churches and Christians to see the world in dualist categories 
has often led to anti-communism. In some cases, churches and Christians have 
simply succumbed to an understandable fear in the face of massive and brutal 
repression. Therefore, those Christians involved in the struggle for human 
rights have been marginalized and little understood in relation to the demands 
of the Christian Gospel imperatives. Many have suffered torture, imprisonment 
and persecution. Many have paid the ultimate sacrifice of their lives. 
Although the ecumenical cooperation among those in the struggle is very great, 
the same commitment to human rights has tended to highlight divisions within 
almost all churches. 


3. What have been the churches' experiences in understanding the obstacles 
to the full realization of justice? 


The struggle for human rights has uncovered a series of factors which promote 
the violation of human rights. At a global level, the geopolitical interests 
9f the most powerful countries (in particular, the USA and its allies, the 
ISSR, China and Japan) have a direct bearing on the economic, military, 
-0litical and cultural development of each of the countries visited. The 
global ideological conflict has been superimposed on the local realities. 
[over] 
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Foreign military bases and foreign military intervention have become 
entrenched and part of the political life. National sovereignty has been 
undermined. Economic models are geared to the interests of the powerful. The 
monetarist policies of the "Chicago school" have been forced upon all the 
countries visited, creating economic and technological dependence, and a 
Staggering external debt. The social effects of these policies have been 
endless misery for the majority of the population. 


Life has become politicized and manipulated for political purposes. Cultural 
penetration threatens local and indigenous expression. Information has been 
manipulated to keep people in ignorance of the causes of their oppression. 


Judicial systems no longer function as a control over executive powers. There 
is excessive use of executive decrees. The immunity of the military from 
civil prosecution is guaranteed. 


4. What has been the churches' role in cooperating with vital forces for 
change and the consolidation of democratic institutions? 


A number of churches have become involved in the mobilization of people for 
change. They have often provided a space for dialogue. In some cases, 
churches have provided the structural framework for groups struggling for 
justice and have worked for conscientization and empowerment of the people in 
their organizing and protesting activities. Occasionally, churches have been 
in the position to provide access for opposition forces to dialogue with 
governments in the search for a peaceful resolution of conflicts. 


In general, however, it should again be underlined that this area of work has 
been a very difficult one for churches to engage in, due to the heritage of 
Christian opinion that Christians and churches should not “become involved in 
politics". 


Some principal RECOMMENDATIONS are addressed to WCC, CLAI and CCA: 


"The Asia-Latin America exchange group, through their mutual sharing of 
experiences and understanding gained during the visits therefore makes the 
following recommendations: 


"Ecumenical bodies should facilitate the undertaking of common research on 
identical patterns of domination with particular reference to: 
— transnational corporation operations in both the regions 
- international debt obligations, and 
- geopolitical interests and superpower interventions. 


"They should also facilitate information exchanges between the two regions; 
promote and sponsor inter-regional south-to-south exchanges at sectorial 
levels with particular reference to women, leaders of peasants/trade unions, 
lawyers, journalists, and others; and facilitate inter-regional south-to-south 
pastoral visits and inter-regional human-rights consultations. 
* 
"They should also encourage continued theological and biblical reflection in 
the two regions that emerge out of the struggle and concrete experience of the) 
people, and theological institutions to engage in the exchange of students and 
professors and in the introduction of courses on human rights in their 
curricula; and initiate similar exchanges with other regions in the Third) 
World." [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘Communique from WCC-CPC Meeting' EPS 87.07.07 


Representatives of the Christian Peace Conference and the World Council of 
Churches gathered in Geneva on 19 June for a daylong discussion to bring each 
other up to date on current activities and emphases of the two bodies and to 
identify possible areas of future cooperation. 


WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro welcomed the guests from the CPC and 
opened the meeting with a short meditation on Psalm 130 and a prayer. 


A specific area of extensive discussion during the day was the "conciliar 
process of mutual commitment (covenant) to justice, peace and the integrity of 
creation" (JPIC), which the WCC was mandated by its Sixth Assembly (Vancouver, 
1983) to activate within the churches. WCC participants described the ongoing 
development of this process, in particular the January 1987 decision by its 
Central Committee to ask the Roman Catholic Church to be co-inviter with the 
WCC for a 1990 global consultation on Justice, Peace and the Integrity of 
Creation, and continuing efforts to stimulate engagement with JPIC issues by 
churches and Christian groups locally, nationally and regionally. 


As a movement through which churches, Christian groups and individuals have 
worked for peace for many years, the CPC brings to the JPIC process a 
longstanding experience with engagement in issues at the heart of the concern 
identified by the WCC, particularly in questions of peace and disarmament. It 
was recognized that the CPC as a movement can play an important role in the 
gathering together and disseminating at local, national and regional levels 
the insights gained from this involvement. 


It was evident that the four main areas of CPC concern identified by its 
president, Bishop Karoly Toth of the Reformed Church in Hungary, are closely 
related to current WCC priorities: the theological roots of peace and the 
unbreakable link between "spiritual peace" and "peace in the world"; the 
integral relationship between the struggle for justice and the struggle for 
peace; the relationship between the work for peace and the struggle for 
liberation and freedom; and the continuing imperative of Christian unity. 


From the WCC side, Ninan Koshy, director of the Commission of the Churches on 
International Affairs, echoed these concerns and spoke of ongoing WCC 
engagement in the disarmament struggle and in particular conflict areas in the 
world, among them Southern Africa, the Middle East and Central America. 


Participants in the meeting had a general exchange of views on the churches' 
role in questions of disarmament and development, prospects for an 
international conference on the Middle East, and recent developments in 
socialist countries as a result of "new thinking" in the political leadership 
of the USSR. 


The meeting concluded with agreement that the encounter had been useful in 
Clarifying both shared emphases and specific points of common concern and 
potential for cooperative action. 


Besides Bishop Toth, CPC participants at the meeting were Metropolitan Filaret 
of Kiev and Galicia (USSR), Lubomir Mirejovsky (CPC general secretary, 
Czechoslovakia), Bishop Poulose Mar Poulose (India), Rolf-Dieter Giinther 
(GDR), and Keynon Wright (Scotland). 


Besides General Secretary Castro, the WCC was represented by four staff 
Members - Ninan Koshy (India), Preman Niles (Sri Lanka), Todor Sabev 
(Bulgaria), and Lorrine Tevi (Fiji) - and two members of its Central Committee 
- Margot Kassmann (FRG) and M. van der Veen-Schenkeveld. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Jean Stromberg: "The Poor and the Church's Mission" EPS 87.07.08 


Stromberg is secretary for publications in the Commission on World Mission 
and Evangelism of the World Council of Churches. This is excerpted from a 
lecture she gave (9 April) at Northern Baptist Theological Seminary in Lombard 
(Illinois/US). 


... Churches everwhere have been helped in their renewed understanding of the 
wholistic nature of the gospel by the experience of the poor. ... We have 
been well aware in our traditional understandings that sin and death are 
conquered in the atonement of Jesus Christ on the cross. 


Through the last 30 or so years, however, the perception has come, primarily 
from the “poor" parts of the world, reminding us that we dare not limit the 
work of Jesus Christ to the overcoming of personal individual sin, or even to 
the ultimate overcoming of the final enemy of death. 


There is an historical reality in Christ's life and death. What we are 


learning from the historical emphasis of contemporary theologies enriches what | 


we have learned in the traditional theology of the suffering servant who died 
for the sin of many. 


We are rediscovering the wholeness of the work of Jesus Christ in this life, 


on the cross and in his resurrection for the overcoming of the three enemies - 


sin, death and misery which form an integrated reality in the lives of 
individuals. 


The call to struggle, to be in solidarity with the oppressed, with the 
materially poor, to plant signs of the kingdom within every community of 
people, to announce that the reality of Jesus Christ means that death is not 
the answer, that oppressors have not the final word, that exploiters will not 
inherit the kingdom, this good news comes from the very centre of our faith - 
from the cross, from the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 


There is a double credibility test here. ... We are learning afresh, through 
the eyes of the poor, through the struggle of the oppressed, how wholistic our 
salvation is. 


A second aspect is the challenge to a renewed spirituality that comes from the 
experiences of the poor. If we were to identify today where the Holy Spirit 
is unmistakeably working, many if not most of those groups and movements are 
among the materially poor. We in the western world particularly are 
challenged to find in our churches new springs of spirituality. 


That a renewed sense of the spirit may have some relationship to poorness in a 


material sense is a confusing and troubling aspect for us. For there is 
among the churches in the western world a very strong resistance to the 
questioning of money — our cultural heritage that prizes industry, success, 


efficiency, fights against any attempt to call those in question. 


At the same time we are, or many of us are, uncomfortable about being called 
rich. We point out, in a kind of denial, that rich is a very relative term. 
Or we assert that our material prosperity is the result of hard work and 
effort -— and therefore the poor are to be blamed for being poor; or we 
endeavour to be charitable and generous and to give away whatever we think we 
can, or we appeal to the universality of grace. "Isn't salvation for all?" 
[we ask.] Often when we try to talk about poverty, we are immediately caught 
up in the problem of definition, what kind of poverty are we talking about, 
what kind is the Bible talking about, etc. ... [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Clifford Payne: 'The Importance of Ecumenical Learning’ EPS 87.07.09 


Payne is World Council of Churches director for education. This is excerpted 
from the recent issue (1987/no.1) of his sub-unit's newsletter. 


"I now realize that it is true that God treats everyone on the same basis. 
Whoever worships him and does what is right is acceptable to him, no matter 
)what race he belongs to" (Acts 10:34,35 -— Good News Bible). 


‘This is without doubt one of the supreme moments of ecumenical learning to be 
‘found anywhere in Christian experience, and deep reflection on its meaning is 
‘bound to sharpen our own ecumenical vision. 


\Indeed it is hard to imagine anything that could possibly be more urgent for 
Christians today than to be seized by a similar conviction and set on course 
to work out its implications for our daily living in the world. 


Peter's vision on the housetop in Joppa of the "clean" and "unclean" animals 
mixed together; the voice crying, "What God has cleansed you must not call 
common"; and the subsequent visit to the house of the gentile Cornelius, 
culminating in Peter's shocked exclamation when the Holy Spirit was given to 
the gentiles that "God treats everyone on the same basis" —- all this was for 
Peter, his friends who accompanied him from Joppa, and the gentile believers a 
profound experience of ecumenical learning (see Acts 10). 


Peter had to face a situation which deeply disturbed his own self- 
understanding. Confident in the soundness of his revered traditions, he was 
totally unprepared for what he was now being asked to do. He must take the 
risk of entering the house of a gentile and having table fellowship with hin, 
thus exposing himself to the serious charge of bringing the faith of his 
fathers into disrepute. 


"So, you have been visiting the uncircumcised and eating with them, have you?" 
asked the elders in Jerusalem scornfully (Acts 11:3, Jerusalem Bible). He 
had committed an unpardonable sin - he who by virtue of his leadership role 
within the church had the obligation to set the right example! 


But — wonderful to relate! - in the de-briefing exercise that followed, even 
the elders found it impossible to argue with experience. The entire course 
of Christian history was irrevocably altered by this experience. It ensured 
that Christianity would not be condemned to being a minor sect within Judaism 
by opening the door to a worldwide ministry for Paul and his associates among 
the gentiles. 


Could we ask for a better demonstration of how ecumenical learning takes place? 


First, there is the inescapable new demand, shattering outworn notions and 
preconceptions. Then, the refusal. Then, the reluctant obedience. Then, the 
meeting of the other - the openness to Cornelius' claim, to hearing his story, 
thereby affirming his being and his right to a place in God's heritage. 
Then, the anxiety over the frightful consequences of what was done, and the 
opportunity grasped for dialogue with others about the meaning of this daring 
act of obedience, issuing in broadened understandings of God's purpose. 


But because ecumenical learning involves such high risks, the outcomes of such 
an experience can never be taken for granted. Unfortunately, the marvellous 
insights that came to Peter through his experience with Cornelius did not 
resolve for all time "the gentile question", as we all know only too well. 
[over] 
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Indeed, it may be argued that the Acts of the Apostles was written as a sort 


of manifesto of the gentile party, headed by Paul, in support of their 


struggle for liberation. When we recall that Peter was later accused by Paul 
(Galatians 2) of being grossly hypocritical in his behaviour towards the | 


gentiles, we can readily appreciate the force of the story in the Acts, that 
it was to Peter that this special revelation came regarding the full inclusion 
of the gentiles in the church. But what had he done with it? 


Nevertheless, the Cornelius story marked a decisive moment in the evolution of 
God's purpose. Of course, there would be setbacks, but the future would 
belong to those who were open to the daring acts of God in the world. 


Today we Christians stand at a decisive moment. Our understanding of the 
issues that bear on recognition and acceptance of the other is more than 
adequate. 


It doesn't shock us to hear that God shows no partiality: this is the stuff 
of which sermons and learned discourses are made up and down the land. Our 


big problem is how to bridge the gap between awareness (cognitive goals) and | 


action (behavioural goals). 


This is why it must have been an inspired moment when the WCC Vancouver 
Assembly [in 1983] decided that ecumenical learning should be a major emphasis 
of the present period, since one of the primary concerns of ecumenical 


learning is precisely with bridging that gap. Through ecumenical learning 


people who are markedly different really meet and challenge each other not 
only to begin believing that one world is all we've got, but to begin living 
as though we believed it. 


One of the major responsibilities of the Sub-Unit on Education is to encourage 
experimentation in bridging the gap and sharing the good news about what is 


being learned. ... A report of the consultation [on ecumenical learning} 


sponsored by the sub-unit in June 1986] ... includes a ... sampling of the 


case studies presented, and outlines the process by which the participants 


moved to the stage of formulating action proposals in four major areas. These 
are: 


Some strategies to encourage ecumenical learning. 
Ecumenical learning with children and families. 

Strategies for learning with other faiths. 

Guidelines for ecumenical learning through partnership .... 


Another very useful document, also available from the Sub-Unit on Education, 
gathers up the findings of an earlier workshop on "education for effective 
ecumenism" ... held ... in 1982 .... , 


Right now the sub-unit is working on a “practical guide to ecumenical 
learning" for those planning learning in local churches. The aim is to help 
each Christian community to think and act locally with a global vision. ... 


[The sub-unit has also collected information about some programmes 
incorporating the dimension of ecumenical learning recently launched or soon 
to be launched by churches or ecumenical organizations in different parts of 
the world, and it has available an outline of 11 “strategies to encourage 
ecumenical learning". Reviewing them,] it may strike you that you have been 
involved in ecumenical learning for a long time without necessarily calling it 
that. We would love to hear your story. We want to collect many such 
stories and share them with others around the world. ... [EPS] 
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ECUVIEW/Marlin VanElderen: 'JPIC and Ecclesiology' EPS 87.07.10 


This item is excerpted and adapted from the May issue of One World, monthly 
magazine of the World Council of Churches. VanElderen is its editor. JPIC 
refers to current ecumenical attention to issues related to justice, peace, 
and the integrity of creation. A JPIC world convocation is projected for 1990. 


The ecclesiological -issues raised by JPIC - those pertaining to what 
Christians from various traditions understand, believe, and teach about the 
nature and role of the church - are critically important, but they are also 
complicated and potentially divisive. 


To say with the 1983 WCC assembly that the church in faithfulness to the 
gospel is compelled to render its witness, suffering with people irrespective 
of political effectiveness, is to portray its engagement in society as 
something essential to the church, not a mere optional activity. 


At the same time, some people consider the intricacies of ecclesiology to be 
an intellectual exercise diverting attention from stark realities like 
poverty, hunger, the nuclear sword of Damocles, the degradation of earth, air 
and water. 


The tension here is in fact a longstanding ecumenical one. It can be traced 
back to the earliest days of 20th-century ecumenism, with the Faith and Order 
movement on the one hand, the Life and Work movement on the other. 


Historically, Faith and Order concerns have been clarifying and seeking to 
overcome doctrinal and theological differences over which churches have 
divided. Life and Work and its successors have stressed the role of the church 
in the world. 


Few would argue for the one to the exclusion of the other. But the 
relationship between the two has nevertheless been, in the words of Preman 
Niles, the WCC secretary for JPIC, "too often a matter of co-existence, not 
pro-existence". 


By bringing together the language of a "conciliar process of mutual 
commitment" with rubrics -— justice, peace, integrity of creation - under which 
one can classify nearly every conceivable form of common Christian action in 
the world, JPIC forces the Faith and Order/Life and Work issue. 


It is not, of course, the first ecumenical effort to overcome this tension. 
Indeed, a major current study by the WCC's Faith and Order Commission is "The 
Unity of the Church and the Renewal of Human Community". 


That study, says Faith and Order Vice-Moderator Jean Tillard, a Canadian Roman 
Catholic theologian, is seeking "to discover what impact the church ... is 
called upon to make on human situations at the present moment and what 
challenges it receives from these same human situations which constrain it to 
become more fully what it is called by God to be". 


A deliberate effort is being made in the study to incorporate the testimony of 
Christians engaged locally in social action into the more traditional 
theological reflection associated with Faith and Order. 


But what does it mean to say that JPIC is a "conciliar process"? The root idea 
is that of a "council" - the way the church since New Testament times has 
taken common decisions about its mission and responsibility in the world. 
[over] 
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Ecumenically, however, there are differences of opinion both about the 
authority of such councils and about which councils are authoritative. 
Complicating things further is the fact that in English - unlike German and 
French -— the word “council” is also used in a theologically weaker sense for 
bodies like the World Council of Churches and some national and local 
ecumenical organizations. 


The Orthodox tradition clearly distinguishes authentic church councils from 
ordinary human consultations with their disagreements and compromises. The 
final decisions of a council, writes WCC Faith and Order staff member 
Gennadios Limouris, an Eastern Orthodox theologian, are "far more than a 
compromise between varying viewpoints, far more than the sum total of the 
opinions which individual members brought with them into the council hall. 
Something extraordinary becomes apparent at the council itself; and this 
"something extra' is precisely the presence and action of the Spirit of God." 


Granted that the ecumenical movement is in a “pre-conciliar" stage as far as 
the authoritative sense of "council" is concerned, JPIC asks if churches can 
nevertheless find ways - nationally, regionally and globally - to express 
together binding commitments to common positions on matters that affect all of 
humanity and all of creation. One model for doing so comes from Eastern 
Orthodox Metropolitan Philaret of Minsk. He suggests that binding commitments 
JPIC calls for might come in a “sobornost", in which churches can take a 
common stand on important issues without a "council's" doctrinal authority. 


Tillard, too, insists that important "pre-conciliar" actions are possible. A 
necessary first step, he says, is for churches to undertake "serious and 
challenging common study of the imperatives of a communion with the caring 
concern which is part of God's plan". Among these imperatives is the duty of 
each church "not to put its own ecclesial interests above the imitation of 
Christ" and honestly to ask itself how far its own preaching, teaching and 
worship reflect what the gospel teaches about justice, peace and the integrity 
of creation. 


The commitment JPIC asks of every church, Niles says, is a "challenge at the 
deepest level of its witness to Jesus Christ. What is required is the 
strongest possible commitment on the basis of its faith and its sued ero 
of the gospel and the church." 


For some traditions, an eloquent image of commitment is “covenanting" with 
others, recalling God's gift of grace and faithfulness and highlighting our 
calling to do God's will on this earth. For others, “eucharistic vision" and 
"liturgy after the liturgy" speak more clearly of the kind of commitment JPIC 
is about. 


Still others see the heart of the matter in "discipleship," following Jesus. 
The "church of the poor" and the "church in solidarity with the poor" are more 
recent formulations that some have found helpful to express’ their 
commitments. And, in the context of JPIC, some suggest the threat to the 
whole of creation from nuclear weapons and the injustice and poverty caused by 
the international economic order might be new occasions for a “confessing 
church." 


Apart from any institutional questions JPIC might pose, its greatest challenge 
may come from the insistent voices for fundamental change it is likely to 
amplify. Whether JPIC can prepare people for repentance that may include 
suffering is perhaps the acid test of the "conciliar process." [EPS] 


-ECUVIEW/Wesley Ariarajah: ‘Pluralism and Mission' EPS 87.07.11 


Earlier this year, remarks by Ariarajah, World Council of Churches director 
for interfaith dialogue, caused some controversy in Norway [EPS 87.04.107]. 
This is excerpted from additional comments he made at the request of Robert 
Huston, general secretary of the New York-based General Commission on 
Christian Unity and Interreligious Concerns of the United Methodist Church. 


What did I say that provoked the controversy in the first instance? Much of 
what I had to say related to religious pluralism rather than to missions. My 
concern was on how Christians and churches can be credible, meaningful 
‘witnesses to Christ in religiously plural situations like India, Sri Lanka, 
Thailand, Burma,. Japan, and such places where more than 95 percent of our 
neighbours live by other religious traditions. 


Such a question naturally raises some other questions about the assumptions of 
the 18th and 19th century missions. What I had said about some of these 
assumptions raised a controversy in Norway. This I expected, for more than 
98 percent of Norway is at least nominally Christian and they do not have any 
direct experience of living in a religiously plural world. 


The best thing I can do is to put down some of the theological orientations 
that were the focus of the interview. 


(a) This is God's world. God created it. God provides for it. God loves it. 
Therefore the whole human family is under God's care and concern. We know 
that "God has not left Himself without witness" at any time or among any 
people. 


And in all times and in all places, people have attempted to know God, to love 
God, to serve God and to live a righteous life. One should approach God's 
world with respect and love, as God did in Christ. One should approach 
fellow human beings respecting their humanity, accepting them and giving of 
ourselves to them - as Christ did. 


(b) We are aware that human sin makes all religious life ambiguous. All 
religions, including Christianity, and all persons, including Christians, 
participate in. this ambiguity. Therefore, there is no reason to be 
"romantic" about other religions or ours. 


Even as we struggle to set up the signs of God's Sovereign Rule over all of 
life, we also reject all that is contrary to God's love and human dignity 
whether supported by religious or other beliefs. 


(c) The People of Israel in the Old Testament understood themselves to have 
been called "to be the light to the nations" or "to fulfil the righteousness 
‘of God among the nations". This did not mean that God had abandoned the 
‘other nations. For God is the God of all history. There is no other God. 
This did not also mean that all nations had to become Israel. Israel's call 
was to be a witness to God among the nations, to displace them. 


In the same way, Christians are called to witness that "God was in Christ 
reconciling the world unto Himself". Christians have a witness that God 
deals with the world in a loving and saving way, and that God's Sovereign Rule 
will eventually overcome the powers of death and evil. 


To be a Christian is to believe in this and to be discipled to the cause of 
overcoming the powers that resist God's Kingdom of justice and peace. 
Christian mission is participation in the mission of God in the world. [over] 
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(d) Is the Christian mission mandated to "convert" everyone to Christianity, 
and to displace the other religions? Let us take India for example. 
Christianity has been in India ever since the Apostle Thomas (according to 
tradition) brought the gospel to India, i.e. for 2000 years. Over the past 
500 years there has been a concentrated attempt to "convert" India in the 
sense of baptizing everyone "in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit". 


This effort was backed by political power, many billions of dollars, schools, 
hospitals, orphanages, and through committed and selfless toil of thousands of 
missionaries. Still, of the over 800 million people not even three percent 
have embraced Christianity even nominally. Millions of people have heard the 
Gospel and have chosen not to be converted to Christianity. 


Does this mean that the Christian missions have failed? No, I don't think 
so, for God's mission has nothing to do with counting but with healing. Does 
this mean that we bear no more Christian witness in India? No. That God 
reconciles and heals human life and is on the side of justice and peace can 
never be witnessed to enough. 


(e) What has happened in India? Many millions have heard the gospel and have 
still chosen not to be converted to Christianity. Many have been deeply 
moved by the gospel story and have been brought to new dimensions of their 
awareness of God, but have not accepted baptism. Some have decided to name 
the name and become part of the Christian community through baptism. 


(f) In the course of witnessing to the Hindus, Christian missionaries have 
also been led to new discoveries. They have found in a number of Hindus a 
deep devotion to God, a profound life of prayer, a relentless commitment to 
high ethical and moral life and a powerful witness to lives that have been 
touched by God. 


One cannot relate to neighbours of other faiths without being brought to the 
awareness of the "freedom" of God. God has not become the captive of 
Christian missions. The Spirit moves in places where the spirit wills. 
God's spirit is neither controlled nor is it channelled by us. 


(g) This is the reality that a Christian in India, Sri Lanka, Burma, Pakistan, 
Japan, Thailand, China, etc., etc., faces. Whatever God intends at the end, 
our societies are religiously plural and they will remain so in the 
foreseeable future -— not because the gospel has not been preached, but in 
spite of the fact that the gospel has been preached. 


What do we make of this in our understanding of mission today? What is God. 
trying to tell us through this historic reality? To what new understandings — 
of mission is God trying to call us? What are we after in mission? What is) 
the place of other forms of faith and witness in the totality of God's 
purpose? On what basis do we join hands with others in the search for 
justice and peace? 


Without questioning the right of the religious communities to bear witness, 
and the right of persons to become part of any religious community, the [WCC] © 
dialogue sub-unit seeks to enable churches to understand the purpose one 
significance of Christian witness in a religiously plural world. 


This concern does not arise from a lack of conviction or a loss of nerve, but 
from the urgency of the churches in pluralistic situations to understand the 
nature of their mission. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Gyula Nagy & Ldzsl6 Papp: ‘Ethnic Minorities in Romania' EPS 87.07.12 


Nagy and Papp are bishops of the Reformed Church of Romania, a denomination 
made up mostly of ethnic Hungarians. This item was translated from the German 
by the Language Service of the World Council of Churches. 


In recent months, there have been suggestions by some Hungarian Christians 
that ethnic Hungarians and other ethnic minorities in Romania have less than 
full civil rights (EPS 86.12.03; 87.02.38; 87.06.45). In turn, some Romanian 
religious leaders have denounced and denied the charges (EPS 87.02.84; 
87.03.113; 87.04.116). 


The specific reference in Nagy and Papp's comment is to an article on the 
criticism which appeared last January in a Swiss church periodical, 
Reformiertes Forum. 


--- We find it astonishing, not to say unprecedented and deeply hurtful, that 
the declaration expressing "fear and anxiety" about the Hungarian minority in 
Romania, issued by the Hungarian Ecumenical Council of Churches on the basis 
of an open letter signed by 1343 Hungarian Christians, should immediately be 
taken up and published by an organ of the press in another country. 


The said article ... referred in quotes to "fear and anxiety" about Hungarians 
living in Romania, and also indicated that the churches it mentions cannot 
deny that they "have received disquieting news heard of sad cases of personal 
difficulty”. 


This problem does not fall within our competence as churches, but since the 
article in question specifically states that "in particular it is accused of 
banning the importation of Bibles in Hungarian", we feel directly concerned 
and in duty bound to refute this statement and present the true facts of the 
situation. 


We should like first of all to draw attention to article 30 of the 
constitution of ... Romania, which guarantees freedom of conscience for all 
citizens. 


The Law on Religion passed in 1948 stipulates in part 1, paragraph 1: "The 
state guarantees freedom of conscience and religion throughout the national 
territory of the Socialist Republic of Romania." 


Furthermore, article 14 of the church constitution of the Reformed Church in 
Romania, adopted by the General Synod and endorsed by a decree of the General 
Assembly, states: "The official language of the Reformed Church in the 
Socialist Republic of Romania is Hungarian." 


We affirm with a clear conscience that in our church the proclamation of the 
Word of God - i.e. all services in churches and elsewhere, catechism and 
confirmation classes, Bible study groups, family visits and pastoral care of 
members - is subject to no restriction. 


All these ministries are carried out without let or hindrance! 


All our brothers and sisters from other countries who have visited us in 
person have been able to convince themselves of this with their own eyes - 
including not so long ago the members of a delegation from the Reformed Church 
in Hungary itself. [over] 
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As regards the supply of Hungarian Bibles for the church, these were provided 
first by the British and Foreign Bible Society, founded in 1804, and later by 
its successor, the United Bible Societies. 


In 1971, we received a shipment of 10,000 Bibles from the latter, and in 1980 _ 


a further 10,000 copies. These Bibles were sent by the church authorities to 
parish ministers for distribution to the members. 


In 1984, we again received the offer of 20,000 Bibles in Hungarian. 


The church authorities have completed the initial formalities to make this 
possible and we have every confidence that the state authorities will issue 
the necessary import permit for this new shipment of Bibles. 


This being so, it is not true to say that the official importation of 
Hungarian Bibles is forbidden. 


As regards our Christian fellowship and relations with our sister churches 
abroad, we would point out that our church constitution states the following: 


"On the basis of the confession of faith it holds in common with Reformed 
Churches in other countries, the Reformed Church in the Socialist Republic of 
Hungary forms part of a community of faith, spirituality and love. However, in 
its internal organization and administration it remains autonomous and 
independent of other churches." 


We have consistently fostered and maintained these contacts, though in 
complete autonomy, and intend to continue to do so in future. 


Consequently, and in view of such mistaken ideas and rumours, we would be glad 
to engage in dialogue about our everyday reality, and the life, service and 
work of our Reformed Church. 


Activities emanating from outside sources we regard as interference in our 
internal affairs. 


We also view the the above-mentioned activities of our fellow Christians 


abroad in this light, as also the activities of church associations or 


organizations and of the press. 


In regard to this regrettable incident, we can only express our agreement with | 


the statement of the Hungarian Ecumenical Council of Churches, which says: 


“We must resolutely combat and repudiate immoral, personal ambitions of this 


kind, regardless of whether they come from within or from abroad, since they | 


aim only to strike up discord and dissension among peoples." 


God who has reconciled us with Himself through Jesus Christ has charged us 
with the ministry of preaching reconciliation (2 Corinthians 5:17) wherever we 
are and wherever we live. 


We pray and do all in our power for the old to pass away and the new to come | 


(2 Corinthians 5:17), that there may be peace among us, and peace on earth. 
[EPS] 
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SHOPTALK (54/24) } 
EPS HAS A NEW TELEPHONE NUMBER: 91.61.56. 


The April 1987 (no.9) issue of WCC CCPD Documents (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) 
has as theme Solidarity with the Poor: For Justice, Peace, and the Integrity 
of Creation (I). It includes contributions by Wolfgang Schmidt, Aad Kik and 
Levi Oracion, Philip Potter, Aaron Tolen, Wolf-Dieter Graewe, and Reinhild 
Traitler. 


Culture et Communication Oecuménique is a report on an international seminar 
held last year in Rwanda. A copy is available from WCC/SOEPI, Box 66, CH-1211 
Geneva 20. 


The Community Wholistic Growth Center (10 West Lockwood Avenue, Saint Louis MO 
63119 USA) has information available about World Peace Ashram. 


A report on veteran US Methodist ecumenist Albert Outler by religion writer 
Willmar Thorkelson is available from EPS. 


Novosti Press Agency (4 Zubovsky Boulevard, GSP, Moscow, 103786) has begun 
publishing a monthly bulletin, “Religion in the USSR", in Russian, English, 
Arabic, Spanish, German, Portuguese, and French. The yearly subscription cost 
is 37.80 US dollars, 68.50 FRG marks, 228 French francs, 23.40 UK pounds, or 
5400 Japanese yen. 


Appeals (in US dollars) from WCC/CICARWS, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20: 
Malawi: 880,000 for refugees from Mozambique (18 June) 
Ecuador: 225,000 for earthquake relief (20 June) 
Mozambique: 4.5 million for relief/rehabilitation (15 June). 


The new (no.1, 1987) issue of the newsletter of the Sub-Unit on Education of 
the World Council of Churches (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) focuses on 
“ecumenical learning". 


The official list of restrictions applied to Jean Francois Bill as 
conditions of his release from detention by South Africa [EPS 87.04.52] is 
available on request from EPS. Bill is now in Switzerland, but plans to 
return to South Africa. He has passports from both countries. 


"Enhancing Mental Health" is the theme of the current (April) issue of 
Contact, bimonthly publication of the WCC Christian Medical Commission (Box 
66, CH-1211 Geneva 20). 


Photo Oikoumene, the periodic WCC photo catalogue, is available to those who 
request it from WCC/Visual Arts, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. A set of back 
catalogues (since February 1981) is available for 15 Swiss francs. You may 
also request photos to go with specific EPS stories. They will be sent at 
your expense as available. 


EPS deadlines (7h00 GMT): 22,28 July. EPS headlines can be telexed to 
you. We pay for that. You can then ask for texts of items you want. You 
pay for that. 

EPS printing: this issue, 10 July; next issue, 23 July. 

EPS appears about 45 times a year. 


CONSULTATION: VISIBLE CHURCH UNITY Ecumenical Press 
RELATED TO HUMAN DIVISIONS, NEEDS Service 87.07.13 


POTSDAM (GDR) - In its report, the Fifth International Consultation of United 
and Uniting Churches (here, 1-8 July, EPS 87.07.14) strongly affirms that "the 
quest for visible [church] unity is related, and must be seen to be related, 
to the overcoming of-human divisions, and the meeting of human needs." Such 
unity is also, it says, a "direct reflection of God's own unity and unitive 
love." 


The report seeks to "counter two assumptions - that concern for church unity 
impedes God's mission; and that mission can properly be engaged without a 
concern for unity." Noting a “clear [Christian] duty to feed the hungry and 
to give dignity to human beings", it says that "from this perspective, unity 
conversations and the unity of church structures are an expensive luxury if 
they do not serve the needs of humanity, including its need for unity." It 
calls "concern for the divided world in which we live", an "important test of 
the authenticity of all unity negotiations." 


The report lists several signs by which the "growing manifestation of unity" 
should be made visible, including a "declared common biblical foundation", 
"agreement in the apostolic faith so that it may be proclaimed together", all 
Christians participating "appropriately ... in the life of the church", 
sharing in suffering, "mutual recognition of churches, including members, 
sacraments, and ministries", eucharistic sharing, and "conciliar forms of 
deliberating and decision-making". 


The report affirms a shift from "education to participation” as "essential" in 
church union, so that instead of "decisions ... from above" there is "full 
involvement by the people of God". Citing the recent formation of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, it says the "high cost in time, money, 
and energy" to assure "wide involvement" was worth it because of the "value of 
the result", including greater institutional committment and_ renewed 
confession of the faith. 


The report urges that the "experience of episcopacy in united churches ... be 
communicated to other potentially uniting churches", and observes that 
proposed resolutions for next year's Lambeth Conference (global meeting of 
Anglican bishops) about "full communion with episcopally ordered united 
churches" (generally the result of church union including Anglican 
participation) are of "great significance”. The report discourages those who 
wish to "reintroduce particular denominational traditions in countries where 
the denomination concerned is already part of a uniting church." 


The consultation set up a six-person continuation committee, to focus in 
particular on the united/uniting contribution to the next assembly of the 
World Council of Churches (in Australia in 1991), and on united/uniting 
contacts with Roman Catholic, Orthodox, and Pentecostal representatives. 


The meeting concluded with a celebration of the eucharist based on the rite of 
the Church of South India, at which CSI Bishop-Moderator I. Jesudasan 
preached. Presiding with him were Friedrich Winter, president of the GDR 
region of the Evangelical Church of the Union, and Gillian Telford, a 
Methodist minister who represented the five-denomination Negotiating Churches 
Unity Council in New Zealand. Jesudasan said what those "living through a 
new reformation called ecumenism ... need above all is the spirit of 
tolerance, understanding, and not the spirit of judgement. ... God is leading 
his church", he added, "step-by-step to a global unity", whose "final form .. 
is known only to him." [EPS] 


UNITED/UNITING CHURCHES PONDER Ecumenical Press 


"LIVING TOWARDS VISIBLE UNITY' Service 87.07.14 
POTSDAM (GDR) - Nearly 50 representatives of some 30 united churches and 


committees to further visible church unity from two dozen countries spent a 
week (1-8 July) here, near Berlin, to consider aspects of “living today 
towards visible unity". 


It was the fifth such consultation of representatives of church bodies whose 
roots are in more than one Christian tradition. Host for the meeting was the 
Evangelical Church of the Union (EKU). The world's oldest united church 
(formed in 1817), EKU Landeskirchen (regional churches) - five in the GDR 
(East Germany) and three in the FRG (West Germany) - have Lutheran and 
Reformed ancestors. 


In his sermon at worship which opened the consultation, Paul Crow, president 
of the Council on Christian Unity of the Disciples of Christ, warned against 
"veiled sectarianism" and "new parochialism" by which the ecumenical movement 
is divided into “separate caucuses". 


Crow said God is "surprising many local Christians by placing them in 
situations which call them to be one with those who are quite different - 
doctrinally, culturally, politically - from themselves. The pursuit of such 
a universal unity in local situations", he continued, “will result not in the 
loss of our identity, as many fear, but in the discovery of more spiritual 
SITCE 


Anticipating another theme here, Crow insisted that "the church's visible 
unity, and its calling to witness and justice, are inseparably linked". He 
said "the unity of the church and solidarity with the sufferings of our 
brothers and sisters are one and the same sign of the one Holy Spirit." 


A background paper for the consultation, also prepared by Dr Crow, outlined 
the world context in which the search for the full visible unity of the church 
takes place, and five current "models of unity and union" [EPS 87.07.31]. 


Three plenary presentations dealt with joys and disappointments in connection 


with local efforts at Christian unity in Milton Keynes, a new city in 
England; the degree to which united and uniting churches have had positive 
effects on unity, renewal, and participation in the church; and models of 
mission and diakonia (service) for united and uniting churches. 


Other plenaries focused on six “scenes from the lives of united and uniting 
churches " — in the Malagasy Republic, Indonesia, India, Belgium, Italy, and 
the US. In his presentation, Jean de Dieu Rajaonarivony, general secretary 
of the Church of Jesus Christ in Madagascar, which has Reformed and Quaker 
roots, urged European and North American mission agencies not to reduce their 
financial support of denominations which unite with others. He, and others, 
also noted that continuing church divisions in Europe and North America often 
work against church unity in Africa and Asia. 


Previous united/uniting consultations were in Bossey (Switzerland) in 1967, 


Limuru (Kenya) in 1970, Toronto in 1975, and Colombo in 1981. The meetings 
are organized with the assistance of the Commission on Faith and Order of the 
World Council of Churches. [EPS] 
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REGIONAL MEETINGS PREPARE Ecumenical Press 
FOR WORLD RESOURCE SHARING Service 87.07.15 


GENEVA - To prepare for the World Consultation on Resource Sharing (24-31 
October, El Escorial, Spain; EPS 87.06.08), regional consultations took place 
in Africa, Asia, the Middle East, Latin America and the Pacific in late March 
and April. (Iwo other regional meetings - for the Caribbean, in Antigua, and 


for Europe, in Amsterdam - are scheduled for September.) 


The preparatory meetings were attended by representatives of regional resource 
sharing groups, church agencies, and the World Council of Churches, which is 
convening the world consultation. Reports of the meetings, described as "a 
concerted effort to hear the voices of the South", have recently been 


| published. 


A major point emerging from the discussions was the necessity for a new system 
of reciprocal resource-sharing which promotes interdependence (as opposed to 
the current "donor-recipient" model), encourages self-reliance, and emphasizes 


| the sharing of * non-material resources (such as Latin American theologies of 


liberation or Middle Eastern experiences of a suffering church.) 


It was emphasized that the church in the South should have the power to choose 
the projects relevant to its situation and needs, and should reject funding 
which was not constructive. 


Another topic,. stressed by the Asian group, is that the church must become 
More aware of its responsibility to the poor and victims of injustice, and 


| work more closely with action groups which support people's movements for 
| justice. 


The decentralization of power was a central theme discussed by all regions, 
_ emphasizing decision-making at the local, national, and sub-regional levels. 
| In this light, the Pacific group suggested that the resource-sharing advisory 
| group there should be more representative of the region. It proposed four 
' subregional groupings - Francophone, Polynesia, Melanesia and North. 


|The African group examined its Christian history, in which missionaries were 
| often part of the colonial system, and called for a "holistic theology", the 


first step of which would be a new, non-colonial system of "education with 


production", which seeks to promote local initiative and self reliance. 


| One focus of the Middle East group's discussions was the negative aspects of 
| international aid by para-church organizations and bi-lateral relations, such 
/ as distortion: of priorities, lack of sensitivity to inter-religious 
} coexistence, and marginalization of ecumenical bodies. 


In examining the theological foundations of sharing, both the Asian and Latin 


| American groups:noted that the eucharist is often misunderstood as "a private, 
| even sectarian. spiritual act", and had become "an exclusive liturgical symbol" 


to some confessions. It was suggested that other paradigms such as_ the 
"eschatalogical meal" be introduced. 


| Theme of the World Consultation on Resource Sharing is "Koinonia - Sharing 
| Life in a World Community". It is expected to attract about 200 people from 


more than 70 countries. A major goal of the meeting is to establish an 
ecumenical commitment to share _ resources, in a context of global 
interdependence. That commitment is to be reflected in a charter to be 
developed at the consultation, an outgrowth of an international ecumenical 
study by the WCC from 1976 to 1980 on ecumenical sharing of resources. [EPS] 


EUROPE/LATIN AMERICA: ECUMENICAL Ecumenical Press 


MEETINGS HELD ON REFUGEES, ASYLUM Service 87.07.16 
GENEVA - Ecumenical meetings on refugees in the southern cone of South 


America, and on refugees and asylum seekers in Europe were held in Buenos 
Aires (6-8 May) and here (4-5 June). The European meeting was co-convened by 
the World Council of Churches, and the Conference of European Churches. The 
South American consultation was organized by Argentine Commission for Refugees 
(CAREF). 


According to a report on the Buenos Aires meeting, it was the first time 
representatives of denominations and ecumenical groups involved in refugee — 
service had come together to "analyse the over-all situation facing refugees, 
and to explore ways of co-ordinating their efforts." There were about 30° 
participants - from the main countries from which refugees flee (Chile and 
Paraguay) and the principal host countries (Bolivia, Argentina, Peru, Uruguay). 


Many European refugees were settled in the countries of the sub-region in the 
years after World War II, but it was the coming to power of the current 
government in Chile, in a military coup in 1973, which led to the creation of 
ecumenical grous working with refugees. There are an estimated 2000 Chilean 
refugees in the cone. ; 


According to the report, the Buenos Aires meeting resulted in agreements to 
share information on a regular basis, to encourage exchanges and visitation 
within the sub-region, and to express "joint concern about some agencies’ 
activities in the region." 


Besides CAREF, the WCC Refugee Service, Foundation for Social Aid of the 
Christian Churches (Chile), Committee of Churches for Emergency Aid 
(Paraguay), Centre for Studies and Special Services for Involuntary Migrants 
(Bolivia), Ecumenical Committee for Social Action (Argentina), Ecumenical 
Reintegration Service (Uruguay), and Ecumenical Co-ordination for Human Rights 
and Aid to Refugees (Peru) had representatives at the meeting. 


The European meeting outlined seven "needs for European ecumenical co- 
operation in the area of asylum", including that "the churches ... must be 
vigilant in protecting the voiceless and victims of the restrictive policies 
being developed by European governments" and that “co-operation must be 
increased with other agencies concerned with life-threatening situations by 
intensifying contacts with human rights and development organizations, 
establishing a working dialogue with churches in areas from which refugees 
flee, and providing analyses of the root causes which provoke refugee flows." 


The consultation also suggested that a "church presence ... be developed and 
extended at various regional and international fora ... in order to monitor © 
policy developments and to propose alternative policies", and that "networks — 
for sharing of information and ways of working together on technical issues by © 
professionals ... be developed in order to clarify the issues and to serve as — 
a basis for lobbying efforts." | 


Participants came from 14 countries and several international organizations. 
A follow-up meeting was to be held this month to set up an expert group to 
help the church in Europe “bring to bear in word and action the message of the 
gospel" on the issues identified at the consultation, and to “examine ways in 
which the churches and their specialized agencies in Europe can be encouraged 
to become more involved with the work of information, research, and advocacy" 
by co-operating with the European Consultation on Refugees and Exiles, 4 
non-governmental organization. [EPS] @ 


THEOLOGICAL FACULTIES ASKED TO Ecumenical Press 
REFLECT ON SPIRITUAL FORMATION Service 87.07.17 


IONA (Scotland) - In the wake of a workshop on this historic island off the 
west coast of Scotland, the Programme on Theological Education of the World 
Council of Churches reports its hope that results of an “ecumenical process of 
reflection, action, and exchange" about programmes of "spiritual formation" in 
theological colleges and faculties around the world can be brought together at 
a 1989 consultation. 


A score of people involved in theological education - students, teachers, 
pastors, administrators - came together here for the WCC-sponsored workshop. 


The island is the home of the Iona Community, which combines prayer and 
worship, healing and mutual care, with a struggle for peace and justice. 
Workshop participants joined in the community's daily round of worship, manual 
labour, and theological reflection. 


In one presentation, David Kwan-sun Suh (Ewha Women's University, Seoul) 
contrasted “religious spiritualism" which can be an ideological means for 
betrayal and appeasement of the poor and oppressed (for example, he said, with 
some tv evangelists), and the "biblical spirituality of Jesus". 


Suh said the latter offers no easy escape from the world's conflicts, but 
invites people into the costly way of discipleship in the midst of political 
struggle. 


Samuel Rayan, a Roman Catholic (Jesuit) professor from India, said renewed 
concern for spiritual formation can be superficial and inappropriate if it 
fails to consider the context in which spirituality is discussed, in 
particular the whole value system of modern western civilisation, in which, he 
said, there is a deep crisis of spirituality. 


"Is it possible today to speak of spirituality and spiritual formation without 
making an analysis of modern capitalism as a religious system? How does the 
capitalist system, with its principles of economic competition, profit- 
orientation, and calculated self-interest, shape the spirituality of First 
World people? ... What elements of a counter-culture and counter-spirituality 
which subverts Mammon and clings to the Father of Jesus Christ are present in 
the life and traditions of the poor and the oppressed of all continents?", he 
asked. 


Margaret Guenther of the Center for Christian Spirituality (New York) said 
spirituality must be part of life, and not a "cover-up for loose thinking" or 
something which provides a "subjective and privatistic avenue of escape from 
engagement with the pain, need, and injustice in the world." 


Kathy Nickerson, from the United Methodist Board of Higher Education and 
Ministry (US), observed that "spiritual formation includes, but is different 
from, intellectual, psychological, and professional formation." She listed 
"solitude and community, prayer and liturgy, withdrawal from and action in the 
world" as “essential components of Christian spiritual formation." 


The workshop drafted an outline of a "study guide on spiritual formation" for 
theological schools, inviting them to be part of a "study-action process" on 
the subject. 


Areas covered in the outline include the concern, context, meaning, and marks 
of Christian spirituality; means to sustain it; and creative methods, 
responsibilities, resources, and materials for spiritual formation. [EPS] 
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EUROPE: THEOLOGICAL Ecumenical Press 
STUDENTS COMPARE NOTES Service 87.07.18 


BERLIN (GDR) - Over the Pentecost weekend last month, about 60 theological 
students from five European countries (Finland, Netherlands, Switzerland, and 
the two Germanys) met for a conference sponsored by the Programme on 
Theological Education of the World Council of Churches. 


For many of the students, it was the first time they had encountered 
theological students from a different social and political context. Among 
topics on the students' agenda were the relationship between theory and 
experience in theological education, the accountability of such education to 
the church, and ecumenical perspectives in such education. 


Other topics included women in theological education, the balance between 
compulsory and optional courses, the role of students in decision making about 
theological curricula, implications of what some consider a current oversupply 
of theological students in some western countries, and consequences for church 
lifestyles and work ethics of high levels of unemployment, under-employment, 
and misemployment in some countries. [EPS] 


YMCA CONSIDERS ‘ECUMENICAL Ecumenical Press 
TASK' IN ISLAMIC SOCIETIES Service 87.07.19 


NAIROBI - A week-long seminar (here, 8-12 May) focused on the "ecumenical task 
of the YMCA in Islamic societies". 


Sponsored by the Africa Alliance of YMCAs, in collaboration with the World 
Alliance of YMCAs, it included 31 participants from 15 national YMCA movements 
in Africa. There were also delegates from YMCAs in Asia, Latin America, 
Europe, and North America, plus representatives or resource persons from the 
Vatican Secretariat for Non-Christians, the Islam in Africa Project, and the 
Lutheran World Federation. 


In his opening address, World Alliance Secretary General Lee Soo-Min said 
human beings of whatever faith in a given society share a “common life and 
destiny. ... What we strive for is a secular and human expression of our faith 
stemming from within." 


According to a report from the seminar, “it was generally felt that in spite 
of the difficulties in relationships and fundamentalism on both [the Christian 
and Muslim] sides, there needs to be dialogue rather than confrontation. It 
also noted that discussions following a presentation by a Muslim leader from 
Kenya “were indicative of the deep distrust, misconceptions, suspicions, and 
rivalries between Christianity and Islam, especially as it affects parts of 
RetiLce 


The report recommends 11 “action steps" and includes seven affirmations, among 
them: 


—~ "The YMCA should enter into dialogue with Muslims, especially young people." 

-~ "The Christian basis and secular outlook of the YMCA makes it an ideal and 
unique rallying point for people of different faiths, and uniting them for 
common tasks." 

- "Dialogue must not be born out of a desire for self-survival, but out of a 
need and conviction to engage in mutual witness." 


Among other things, YMCAs at all levels were urged to “involve willing Muslims 
in their programme activities", and to co-operate with "progressive-minded 
Muslim youth organizations" in various common projects. [EPS] 


REBAPTISM AND RACISM ON Ecumenical Press 
BRITISH METHODIST AGENDA Service 87.07.20 


PORTSMOUTH (England) - The British Methodist Conference (here, 26 June-3 July) 
rejected the use of water ina "rite for the celebration of a new life in the 
Spirit" on grounds it might be confused with re-baptism, and re-emphasized 
British Methodist rejection of racism. 


The conference strongly reaffirmed a 1978 statement describing racism as a 
"direct contradiction of the gospel of Jesus", and urged a “racism awareness 
programme" for candidates for ordination, and for new circuit superintendents 
and district chairmen. Each Methodist congregation is to review each year 
its anti-racism efforts. The right of black Methodists to "come together to 
discuss needs and concerns, and to formulate recommendations" was affirmed. 


Pressure for the new rite has come because some people in Methodist circles 
who were baptised as infants have conversion experiences later in life, which 
they wish to mark publicly and formally. 


The conference had before it a recommendation for a rite using water, "but 
making it clear by the words used and the prayers offered that this would be 
neither baptism nor re-baptism." However, several speakers referred to "an 
impossible ambiguity" in the proposal, and, finally, by a 242-213 vote, the 
conference deleted references to the use of water. 


In a related decision, the conference called for a study of the possibility of 
allowing ministers who no longer feel able to baptise infants to remain within 
| British Methodism. (Currently, two or three clergy leave each year because 
| of this.) To remain, ministers would have to not dispute the principle that 
infants may be baptised, and be willing to commend those seeking such baptism 
to other ministers prepared to administer it. 


In encouraging children to receive the elements of holy communion, the 


| conference adopted guidelines which say that normally such children will have 


been baptised, though there may be some exceptions to that norm. 


| By a vote of 312-180, the conference chose Kathleen Richardson, ordained in 
| 1980, to chair the West Yorkshire District (a position with some similarities 
| to that of a bishop). The election went to the whole conference after a 
) narrow vote in her favour at the district synod - 118-111. The other 
, candidate was Kenneth Taylor. British Methodists have been ordaining women 
; since the mid-1970s. 


A report on gambling, which proposed to modify the traditional British 
) Methodist stance of total approval, was referred back for more study. 


} The conference adopted a report on alcohol which proposes total abstinence and 
responsible drinking as legitimate options, though it added a rider to the 
effect that all Methodists should seriously consider total abstinence (the 
traditional Methodist ideal). It also urged the UK government to reconsider 
a proposal to extend the hours during which pubs can serve alcoholic drinks in 
England and Wales. [EPS] 


Jewish leaders express dismay at pope-Waldheim visit EPS 87.07.21 
NEW YORK - A group of US Jewish leaders has expressed “profound shock and 
dismay" at the pope's meeting at the Vatican with Austrian President Kurt 
Waldheim (25 June). They said that meeting makes it "inappropriate" for them 
to go ahead with a meeting with the pope when he visits the US in September. 
[EPS] 


Reformed Church in America declines to join unity effort EPS 87.07.22 
NEW YORK -— By a 123-121 vote, the General Synod of the Reformed Church in 
America voted against a recommendation that it become the 10th US denomination 
in the 25-year-old Consultation on Church Union, which is moving towards a 
united church. Currently, COCU includes Reformed (Presbyterian), Methodist, 
Anglican, Disciples, and United membership. In other action, the synod 
opposed an "“English-only movement" that discourages bilingual education. 
[EPS] 


Aids, death penalty, tax resistance on Brethren agenda EPS 87.07.23 
CINCINNATI (Ohio/US) - Statements on the disease Aids, opposition to the death 
penalty, war tax resistance, and genetic engineering were among business items 
for the Annual Conference of the Church of the Brethren (here, 30 June-5 
July). The Aids statement urged compassionate care for those with the 
disease, and cautions against assuming a link between illness and God's 
judgment. The resistance paper said there are widely different viewpoints on 
the subject, and urges respect for individual choices of conscience on the 
issue. Among other things, the genetic-engineering paper urged prohibition of 
genetic engineering for military purposes. [EPS] 


Reformed—Methodist representatives meet EPS 87.07.24 
CAMBRIDGE (England) - Representatives of the World Alliance of Reformed 


Churches and the World Methodist Council are to meet (here, 24-27 July). 
Lively dialogue is expected on the traditions' understandings of the church 
and of covenant, views on church and state, and teachings on holiness and 
perfection. Commenting in advance of the meeting, Alan P.F. Sell, head of the 
WARC theology department, said "the underlying questions are whether ... there 
are good grounds for the continued separation of our traditions; if so, what 
has been denied by the many unions into which our people have already entered; 
if not, where else might the obstacles lie?" [EPS] 


Presbyterian Church (USA) debates Israel, Judaism EPS 87.07.25 
BILOXI (Mississippi/US) - The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church 
(USA), meeting here last month, expressed views on Christian-Jewish 
relations. It said in a study paper that the "state of Israel is a 
geopolitical entity and is not to be validated theologically." (As originally 
proposed, the paper said Presbyterians "take no position on the theological 
significance of the state of Israel.") The paper says “Christians have no 
reason to be reluctant in sharing the good news of their faith with anyone," 
notes that "many Jews have been unwilling to accept the Christian claim and 
have continued in their covenant tradition", and rejects the view that God 
turned against Jews because they rejected Jesus as the Messiah. The American 
Jewish Committee said the Presbyterian document is “potentially of great 
historic importance" and has "broken significant new ground." [EPS] 


Southern Baptist Convention continues on fundamentalist course EPS 87.07.26 
ST LOUIS (Missouri/US) - The Southern Baptist Convention, meeting here last 
month, overwhelmingly re-elected its fundamentalist president, Adrian Rogers. 
It also told the boards of SBC seminaries to “determine the theological 
positions" of current faculty members, to see that they are in line with the 
SBC view that the Bible is errorless. [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘A Message to the Churches' EPS 87.07.27 


This text was approved by the members of the Fifth International Consultation 
of United and Uniting Churches (Potsdam, DDR, 1-8 July 1987)[EPS 
87.07.13,14,31,28]. These meetings are co-ordinated periodically by the 
Commission on Faith and Order of the World Council of Churches on behalf of 
the United and Uniting Churches. 


"Look at the world." - "Look at yourselves." - "Look at your partners." - 
"Look to God." 


We came together at Potsdam to listen for God's word for us. We believe we 
have been guided by the Holy Spirit to receive from the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ the word of the Gospel applied to our situation as united 
and uniting churches. 


"Look at the world" - We did not address at this fifth consultation of united 
and uniting churches a specialized set of questions arising only in the quest 
to manifest Christian unity. Rather we found ourselves asking the same 
questions about unity, renewal and mission that are on the agenda of all 
churches. The full visible unity of Christians is to be sought for the sake 
of all humanity, creation of God the Father, the humanity in which the Son 
became incarnate, the humanity to whose diversity God the Holy Spirit at 
Pentecost enabled the disciples to preach the same good news in many 
tongues. This relation of church and humankind in God's purpose sets up 
criteria for all efforts to embody the visible unity which is God's will and 
caft.. 


"Look at yourselves" —- We heard from our own churches and from other churches 
the call to examine ourselves. Has union enabled renewal, participation and 
mission? Has union opened the way for further steps towards a fuller and 
wider unity? Is our approach to unity discussions and co-operative work 
surely grounded on the foundation of Jesus Christ, both source and focus of 
faith, hope and love? We cannot answer such questions with easy assurance. 

We recognized how much there is still to do and penitently recalled failures 
to make progress on the common path to unity. Yet we found much cause for 
thankfulness in the descriptions of united and uniting churches which we heard. 


"Look at your partners" — Having found that our concerns were widely shared in 
the ecumenical movement, we reflected on the work of the World Council of 
Churches and its units. We recognized a partnership with all churches, 
fellow-members in the WCC and those who are not able to own the WCC as their 
agency in the quest for unity. It is within that world-wide partnership that 
we recognize a particular kinship of these churches which have experienced 
organic union and are engaged in specific efforts to manifest unity. 


"Look to God" -— God in Jesus Christ is Immanuel, God with us. God is at work 
in the world, in us, in our partners. In looking around we have become more 
deeply aware of that living, active presence. In worship and Bible study our 
awareness of it has been further aroused. Through the prophet Ezekiel we 
looked to God who can join what has been divided, revive what seems totally 
dead, cleanse what has been tainted. In Paul's letter to the Corinthian 
Christians we heard of that same uniting, enlivening, cleansing power at work 
by love in those who put their faith in Christ, receive God's word and gather 
penitently, at the Lord's table. Again we heard God say "It is not for your 
sake ... that I am about to act, but for the sake of my holy name" (Ezk, 
36:22) -— and that name is love. In God's name let all seek to "live today 
towards visible unity". [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘Unity and Union in the Church' EPS 87.07.28 


This item is excerpted from the report approved by the Fifth International 
Consultation of United and United Churches [EPS 87.07.13,14,31,27]. Besides 
a preface and an overview of “emerging themes", the report has three major 
sections - on renewal, participation, and mission; words to uniting and 
potentially uniting churches; and words to the whole ecumenical movement 
through the World Council of Churches. The full text is available from the 
WCC Commission on Faith and Order, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 29. 


We affirm again that full visible unity expresses the nature of the Triune God 
as revealed in Jesus Christ through the Holy Spirit. It is a gift of God and 
our search to manifest that unity is based primarily on the word of God 
revealed in the Scriptures. 


There is an urgency about the manifesting of church unity for the sake of 


Christ's mission, witness and service in a divided world. However, despite 
this urgency it is often a step-by-step process rather than a matter of great 
strides. As Christians celebrate the completion of a step on the journey, 


they must also press on to the next stage. The fact that some churches carry 
the name "Uniting" rather than "United" helps to convey a sense of journeying 
towards the goal of full visible unity. ... 


All the people of the congregations, as responsible stewards of the gift of 
God, should be involved in preparing for unity and in implementing 
decisions, Unity cannot be imposed. All through the process, information 
needs to be shared... 


Churches which are engaged in specific efforts ttowards visible unity 
(including some united churches in some parts of their continuing quest) are 
not necessarily committed to church union as expressed by the united 
churches, Aspects of visible unity or conciliar fellowship can be expressed 
in other ways. Various forms of federation and covenanting have proved 
valuable for common mission and service. 


There was not agreement among us as to whether organic union is the ultimate 
goal. Some are deeply convinced of this, out of their experience in the 
quest for visible unity; others feel bound to remain open ... We respect 
one another's convictions and are able to move on together on the basis of two 
shared beliefs: (a) that diversity in unity is needed to manifest the 
wholeness of the body of Christ; (b) that progress towards full visible unity 
will have certain distinctive marks or signs. 


Bringing a variety of separated traditions into unity provides a source of 
mutual enrichment for the participating churches. To attain such 
inclusiveness, members and leaders of the churches need to develop trust in 
one another, which, in turn, enables the development of a mutual recognition 
of well-grounded convictions. Such recognition (as it has occurred in many 
uniting churches) permits a variety of traditions to continue enriching a 
united church after union. ... 


The need to enter into each other's suffering, holds true for churches as well 
as persons. One great scandal of Christian division is that many churches 
who suffer daily are not helped by others in the household of God. ... 


While affirming the values of Christian World Communions and the bilateral 
theological agreements many of them are making and the local applications of 
these, we continue to commend local unions of churches for their integrity in 
embodying the unity of all in each place, across cultural, denominational and 
racial divisions. [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘Famine, Refugee, and Civil Crisis in Mozambique' EPS 87.07.29 


This is excerpted from a report of a special consultation (in Geneva, 11-12 
June) of representatives of the Christian Council of Mozambique, of national 
Christian councils and service divisions in neighbouring countries, and of the 
World Council of Churches, Lutheran World Federation, and related ecumenical 
agencies. ; 


igs The problem of refugees and displaced people in the wider sense; of 
hunger, suffering and despair of civilians in Mozambique and the region; the 
destabilization of the region and destruction of the infrastructure through 
direct attacks from South Africa and through groups of armed bandits supported 
by South Africa cannot be finally solved without removing the root cause. 
The root cause is the apartheid regime in South Africa. 


zs Through direct raids through the use of surrogate troops like Mozambican 
National Resistance (MNR), the racist South African regime has extended its 
war against its own people beyond its borders into the neighbouring countries. 


on The war conducted by the South African regime is in essence a war for 
economic hegemony and domination by the white people in South Africa and in 
the Southern African region as a whole. 


4. For safeguarding this domination and hegemony the South African regime 
has initiated what they call reforms within the country in order to exclude 
the majority of the people from power sharing. As a complement to this 
strategy the regime at the same time systematically destabilizes the 
neighbouring countries. 


a. As a result, Mozambique has become a preferential target of the South 
African destabilization effort for the following reasons: 


(a) because of its historical support of the liberation struggle in 
the region; 

(b) because of its strategic significance for the region; and 

(c) because of its geographical position and its importance for the 
infrastructure of the neighbouring landlocked African States. 


6. The support of the Frontline States has therefore emerged as a major 
factor in the struggle against apartheid. The strengthening of the unity and 
of concerted action of the Frontline States therefore has to be seen as the 
primary factor in the struggle. ... 


We ... call upon the ecumenical family to support: 


(a) information about the situation and developments in general with special 
reference to the question of the illegitimacy of the South African regime; 


(b) advocacy for the suffering people in the region with special reference to 
obtaining a decision of the International Court of Justice on the 
illegitimacy of the South African regime; 


(c) material aid for ensuring the survival of the people in the region and 
for reconstruction. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Eleomore von Rotenhan: ‘Lessons from the Kirchentag* EPS 87.07.30 


This item, tramslated by the Language Service of the World Council of 
Churches, is excerpted from a parting word at the closing worship of the 22nd 
Evangelical Kirchentag (Frankfurt, 17-21 Jume; EPS 87.07.01). von Rotenhan 
is a president of the Kirchentag organization. 


...- It is because the tortured Christ has overcome death that ve may have 
life. Of course, we cammot set the world to rights by ourselves - not even 
with the help of this or that political party. The contradictions and 
pluralism of our society and our world are something ve can and must cope 
with. Yet in thinking together about tomorrow, here in Frankfurt, we have 
learmed the secret of the future: Our civilization needs compassion. . 


Compassion springs from our own experience of Cod"s love in times of personal 
crisis or disaster. It is am attitude and a way of acting. It is gentle to 
those mear us and uses commom semse in dealing with the distant neighbour. 
It is gentle not violent, cheerful not irritable, spontaneous mot calculating. — 
It wants to help, not to have. It calls a Soviet Russian or a Turkish 
immigrant, a Roman Catholic or a non-Christian, a bank director or a 
demonstrator brother or sister. 

It does mot oppress or discriminate against women and it does not refuse to 
give men a hearing. It seeks out those who have no job and speaks with those 
who hzve. Compassion for the distant neighbour means acting sensibly. It 
is common semse, and Cod's will, to stop refusing ome another our daily bread, 
waging war agaimst ome another, destroying the creation, allowing rigid 
ideologies to get in the way of understanding and reconciliation. 


Compassion means supporting policies that take the peoples and countries of 
the Third World seriously as partmers rather than patronizing then. And it 
means we must finally stop misusing people of a different colour to increase 
our own prosperity -— and to confirm our arrogant sense of superiority. We do 
not know best what is right for others. The real experts on their own needs 
or distress, problems and joys are those others themselves. Which is why ve 
Christians should not be offering ready-made answers, but asking questions. 


4nd this brings me to my third point: The certainty of the faith must alvays 
give rise to new questions. As we will all have realized here at the 


Eirchentag, we cammot fathom the mystery of God with our minds or our 
emotions. We are like blind people who cammot see the sm yet know, because 
their whole bodies tell them so, that the sm really exists. Yet even if we 
are sure that Cod exists, that still does not amswer our question about the 
why and wherefore of our lives. And that is why I urge you -— especially the 
younger people among you, but also those who are older -— never to stop asking 
questions about the implications of our Christian faith. 


Sbove all, ask those of us who hold positions of responsibility in our society 
whether we really are doing our utmost to be credible Christians. Don*t just 
ask vhat is going om in our heads, but look into our hearts and look at what 
our hands are doing! Look to see whether they do nothing but work - or 
whether they also know how to be gentle, to caress a child, soothe the sick — 
including Aids sufferers -— gently close the eyes of the dying, and whether 
these hands of ours can still be folded in prayer. 


fsk us what we are doing to this world of ours, to the animals and the plants, 
the air and the vater. Ask if we are willing to let love have priority over 
the certainty of our own convictions and our own faith! cree 
we try to coax creation’s secrets from it, we are trying to be God’s faithful 
stewards — or his equal... . [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Paul Crow: *Context of the Church's Witmess to Unity" EPS 87.07.31 


Crow is president of the Council on Christian Unity of the Disciples of 
Christ. This is excerpted from a presentation prepared for the Fifth 
International Consultation of United and Uniting Churches, held in Potsdam 
(GDR), 1-8 July [EPS 87.07.13]. 


Before we address the particular models of mity which witmess to the one body 
of Christ, it is crucial to grasp the dynamics which mark the human situation 
today. The church's structures are continually being challenged, shaped and 
changed by the influences and structures of society. Indeed, the church can 
only be a sign and foretaste of God's intention for all humankind, if it is a 
relevant sign of God's miting purpose for the world. ... 


At this historical moment, there is first a truly global consciousness. By 
this is meant that the people of the earth now live im am intercommected and 
interdependent world system which has never before existed. The liturgies of 
this global situation are economics, politics, communications, transportation, 
military deployment and education. Multinational corporations use the forces 
of technology and commerce to shrink the distamces betweeen people and 
countries. Medical technology and healing can be shared instantly. 
Military powers can move their weapons and capacities for overkill at 
supersonic speeds as tensions move from continent to continent. Agronomists 
and weather scientists use global imstruments to chart the planting and 
harvesting of food. Satellite television is the daily carrier of the World 
Cup finals, papal visits, the fundamentalist preaching of entrepreneural 
ministers, the demands of terrorists, and other events which make people aware 
of their common situation. 


Even ecological concerms teach us we are & common family. Increasingly 
persons of different, often conflictive, mations, races and cultures are 
realizing they share a2 single atmosphere, a single source of water, the same 
small earth. We live under the shadow of the same bomb which gives us the 
means of destroying civilization and the human race. We are mutually 
wulnerable and bear a common fear for the future, for our families, and for 
the whole of human life. Whether in its positive or negative expressions 
this global awareness has given a2 new imagery for our self—understanding. ... 


The second reality which is shaping our new history is pluralisa. Among the 
hallmarks of humanity none is more longlasting in history or 4s potentially 
explosive today as pluralisz. It has many forms —- religious, cultural, or 
ideological — and can be described as a situation "in which various religious, 
philosophies and ideological conceptions live side by side and in which none 
of them holds a privileged status". ... Pluralism is far more than an academic 


issue; it is an existential matter. This fact presses upon us certain 
questions: how can men and women -— committed to different faiths or different 
cultures or different political ideologies - live together in pluriform 


societies? In a world becoming smaller in distamces and more diverse in 
beliefs and lifestyles, are there altermatives to be found between shallow 
friendliness and intolerant fanaticism? What is the Christian contribution 
in the quest for human community in pluralistic situations? Answers to these 
critical questions are essential if the church is to fulfill its mission in 
the new world situation. 


Mission in such a dramatically pluralistic society brings two implications to 
the fore. First, if it is to witmess effectively, the church must accept 
more intentionally the pluralism in its owm life as 4 permanent, positive 
attribute. The history of Christianity is rich with de facto diversities in 
theology, liturgy, spirituality, ethics, and polities, many of which mtil 
recent years suffered under the ... dominance of one tradition. ... [over] 


crow/2 


In contrast, the modern ecumenical movement has led Christians in all 
traditions to confess and claim a legitimate pluralism which corresponds to 
the varieties of God's graces and charisms, or as Yves Congar says, to 
accepting pluralism as "the intrinsic value of unity". ... Bringing this 
diversity into one communion is the crux of the ecumenical task. What is 
hopeful in this generation is that the prospects for unity are more credible 
because of the more openly acknowledged pluralism within the human community. 


Second, mission in the new pluralism gives more importance to the partnership 
between Christians and persons of other faiths. Interfaith dialogue opens up 
those occasions when different spiritual commitments encounter each other. 
Such dialogue involves genuine respect for the other: it becomes a means of 
spiritual renewal and a way of building up community life. What is 
dramatically new in ecumenism and in interfaith dialogue is the recognition, 
esteem and love for the other. ... Pluralism, therefore, calls for an 
ecumenism which spends less time and energy on the church's’ internal 
constitution and more on the larger issues of all persons and people. ... 


The third reality which constitutes the context for the search for Christian 
unity is the struggle for the survival of the human race. This generation is 
confronted by planetary problems of diminishing supplies of energy and food; 
of conflicts of nations, cultures, races and religions; of anarchy, injustice 
and the denial of human rights; of the ominous threat of nucelar warfare and 
the possibility of annihilation. These apocalyptic possibilities have 
brought a sense of alienation, absurdity and the immediacy of death to the 
peoples of the earth. 


For the church the destiny of earth and the survival of the human family are 
far more than political or societal issues. Survival and salvation are 
theological issues. When Christians and other people of moral conscience are 
feeding and caring for the poor and destitute, trying to maintain health and a 
meaningful quality of life, striving for peace and justice among God's 
children, proclaiming Christ's reconciling love among the divided churches, 
they are participating in the fulfilment of spiritual and moral goals which 
are related to God's creation and redemption. They are living out a 
profoundly global, theological vision of the people of God. ... Ecumenism is 
the church's vocation to offer, through its faith and life, the basis for an 
inclusive and durable community whose witness is given for a frightened and 
endangered world. ... 


[After reviewing "concepts and the shape of the church's unity", and five 
recent "models of unity and union" —- “organic or corporate union", "conciliar 
fellowship", “reconciled diversity", "communion of communions" and “unity as 
solidarity", Crow concludes: ] 


These reflections on the major models of unity and union have taken us to the 
heart of the ecumenical task. We have seen the quest for visible unity - 
God's gift and our task - as an encounter with the integrity of the church. 
None of the models we have considered is the model. Nor can any one of them 
claim infallibility or universal acceptance. Likewise power plays for one or 
the other will certainly not lead the churches into truth. The discussion 
comes at a more humble moment. In the days ahead we need far more creative 
dialogue about the shape of the church and dedicated pursuit of the unity God 
wills for the church. We need far wider participation by ministers and lay 
people in the process, especially the participation of students and professors 
in the theological seminaries where ecumenism has been woefully eclipsed. We 
need far greater understanding of models of church unity in the global context 
of the struggle for unity and renewal in the human community. ... [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Canaan Banana: ‘Socialism and Christianity' EPS 87.07.32 


Banana, a Methodist minister, is president of Zimbabwe. This is excerpted 
from a text of his address to a seminar in Harare on "Socialism and 
Religion". The text appeared in the magazine "Moto". 


It is pertinent to -stress here, that we need to distinguish between 
Christianity and Churchianity for the two are not necessarily synonymous. 
The human element in our churches does not always portray the true picture of 
the Christian message. Inherent in every human being is the propensity to 
distort the true character of Christ. Having made that observation, I want 
to submit that for me socialism is the legitimate child of Christianity. 
Christianity and socialism have everything to do with human destiny. 


Both manifest themselves in a history of struggles, struggles for an order 
guided by principles and values that edify man. Both share a vision, a 
vision of a brave new world where man occupies the golden goal of fulness, of 
justice, of equality and of abundance. In short to speak of Christianity and 
Socialism is to speak of man's struggle yesterday, of man's struggle today and 
man's struggle tomorrow. It is to speak of a kingdom and a humanity that 
fell, a kingdom and humanity struggling against the consequences of the fall, 
a kingdom and humanity awaiting regeneration and a new birth of hope and of 
promise. 


We have been reared in a gospel that is too high up in the skies to see the 
lowly peasant breaking the cold; the scruffy greasy worker broken and gagged 
by fatigue of overwork; the unemployed youth, helplessly hoping for a job 
that never comes; the parentless vagrant rummaging through dustbins for 
crumby bread and discarded morsels; the emaciated and disabled tramp singing 
a faint hymnal note to elicit donations from a heartless world. 


Ours has been a theology that forsook the mere dust of the earth, that could 
not engage life as this is thought to give it the unseemly stamp of 
mortality. The theology that is manufactured from the mountain tops of 
abstract ideas is incapable of feeding the hungry, quenching the thirst and 
drought of despair, healing the political and social ills of our age. 
Redeeming theology must be carved out of the crossroads of life. 


I have, at other occasions, traced the behavioural pattern of the church in 
Rhodesia [pre-independence Zimbabwe] and have reached the conclusion that the 
church, far from being at odds with oppressive settlerism, was a faithful chip 
off the colonial block. She shared in the dominant ideology, the chief 
indicators of which were her failure to articulate the need for fundamental 
change as well as her rabid fear of socialism. 


Ours is a brand of socialism that addresses itself fully to our national 
peculiarities. It encompasses our whole ethos as a people. Yet we have not 
made ourselves insular, we have not shut ourselves out from the enriching 
experiences of progressive ideologies of other countries. 


What some churchmen find awful about the prospects of socialism in Zimbabwe is 
not so much a question of what we have planned to do, what we are doing, as it 
is a question of the heavy indoctrination they have suffered at the hands of 
anti-socialist forces. One of the major contentions of those churchmen who 
oppose the introduction of socialism is the argument that scientific socialism 
denies God his rightful place in society. That kind of fear can only be 
harboured by those who refuse to accept the historical realities of present 
day Zimbabwe. [over] 


banana/2 


Ours is a socialism which far from being irreligious, regards religion as a 
potent part of our ethos. Religion is as old in Zimbabwe as is creation and 


there is no way one can try to efface it by just ignoring it. In fact 


socialism as applied in Africa has to face the reality of a powerful religious 


background that characterises all African society. John S. Mbiti's assertion 
that “Africans are notoriously religious", while it may sound a bit 
disparaging, is, mevertheless a compelling description of the spiritual 


reality in Africa. Religion permeates every aspect of African life and it is 
my profound conviction that it has to permeate the philosophy of development. 


Thus all of us were quite aware that our brand of socialism had to accept 
African religiosity and see how this could be used to overthrow the immorality 
of yesterday. It is this avowed intention that explains the fervency with 
which we have all called for positive involvement of the church in socialism 
and socialist programmes. I have, on countless occasions, called upon our 
churches to join hands with the people, with all of us, so they can help us 
safeguard the human factor in the process of development. To sanction the 
unscrupulous protagonists of capitalism would amount to a miscarriage of 
justice and an acquittal of the rapists of the powerless and subjugated. 
Genuine Christianity and capitalism can never be bedmates and if anything, 
history is fast providing us with concrete examples of where this superficial 
marriage of convenience swiftly vanishes in the face of the demands for 
revolutionary justice. Christianity makes the primacy of man its starting 
point. Nothing else should supersede man, both declare. 


Yet when the state strives to redistribute wealth, church organs tend to 
recoil. All the government is saying is that let us rid our society of 
social drones, of the Ananias and the Sapphiras of our age so we can all, like 
the disciples, be one well supplied family. Let us destroy individualism so 
that we can rediscover our true identity within the context of the 
collective. The capitalist slogan "each man for himself and God for us all" 
must be laid to rest in the dustbins of history. We must learn to live for 
each other. There is wealth in sharing and there is poverty in greed and 
selfishness. We can ill afford to betray the expectations of our people for 
meaningful change. We can ill afford to perpetuate a state of affairs where 
capitalism and socialism are mutual tenants. Socialism must not become an 
expensive slogan. 


On this score, let me pay tribute to quite a number of church organizations in 
Zimbabwe ... who don't hit the newspaper headlines for having worked so hard 
to make their witness more than a question of verses, of the Sabbath, but of 
bread and butter, of the ears of corn that nourish life. However, we in 
government do remain aware that when it comes to socialism, it is one thing to 
be a partner in development and quite another to be a socialist partner in 
development. The former is general development which fits in every social 
system, whilst the latter is much more committed and aimed towards a 
fundamental goal, that of reorganizing ownership relations .... 


Socialism has been chosen by the people, overwhelmingly chosen at that. This 
popular choice has crystallised into a new government, a new order with and in 
which the church has to operate. The church knows that the government of the 
day is a popular one, is a legitimate one; the order of the day encapsulates 
the wishes and aspiration of the majority. The church knows that socialism 
has a right to exist, must exist and indeed is going to exist. She knows 
that it is not a question of socialism or not, for the government cannot 
abjure the mandate vested in it by the Zimbabweans without breaking the axle 
of democracy, without betraying the people, without betraying our legitimate 
struggle and without betraying our sacred destiny. [EPS] 
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ECUVIEW/Jim Forest: ‘Reflections on the Moscow Peace Forum’ EPS 87.07.33 


Forest is general secretary of the International Fellowship of Reconciliation 
(Alkmar, Netherlands). 


... I was in the religious section [of the Moscow Peace Forum last February; 
EPS 87.03.40], where it turned out I was the only participant (among about 
180) working for a pacifist organization. Most were bishops, theologians, 
and people in important positions in official religious organizations. 
| Christians predominated .... There were many Moslems, Buddhists, Hindus, Jews, 
and Shintoists. ... During most of the forum, working in smaller groups, 
there was free exchange and far more real listening and actual dialogue than I 
(can recall at any other large peace meeting with very wide representation. 
People were able to raise all sorts of issues and questions and complaints 
| without difficulty and many made full use of the opportunity. (It was no 
| doubt easier to do so, the press not being allowed into these sessions.) 
Afghanistan was often mentioned, and personally I never heard any Russian 
response in defence of what the Soviet Union has done there; only repeated 
statements that the USSR is busy getting out. 


A short declaration, written by a representative committee, was issued from 
the religious section of the forum. The text catches the spirit of the event 
-—- neither accusing nor blaming any government but concentrating on what needs 
to be done if military catastrophe is to be avoided. ... Added to these few 
points was an appeal to leaders of the nuclear states calling for them to 
renounce nuclear deterrence, respect the existing ABM Treaty (thus not to take 
steps towards SDI and the militarization of space), and proceed to conclude 
new treaties that are concrete steps towards a nuclear-free world. There was 
an impressive absence of familiar rhetoric in the text, yet it was not lacking 
in a sense of urgency: "We appeal to all to commit themselves unalterably to 
the task of building the basis for common security today. The time has come 
for us to ask the ancient questions: If not me, who? If not now, when?" 


The final meeting brought all the sections of the forum together for a plenary 
meeting at the Kremlin, in the Hall of the Supreme Soviet. ... For the first 
hour we were together in a large hall in an acient part of the Kremlin dating 
back to Ivan the Terrible, then made our way to the Supreme Soviet. It was 
striking that there was nothing at all hierarchical about seating arrangements 
.... Not many rows in front of us was Andrei Sakharov, about whom the press 
gathered as if he were Marilyn Monroe risen from the dead, and truly it was 
Startling that this man so long kept in internal exile was now a guest in the 
Kremlin! ... 


One highlight of this final session was a speech (from the heart, apparently 
without a note, and with a deeply contemplative note) by Graham Greene, 
representing the writers' section. He explained, without referring to his 
last novel, what that novel - "Monsignor Quixote" - was all about: religious 
people opening their ears to Marxists about a just social order, and Marxists 
discovering that the universe in fact is not only a remarkable accident. He 
said (and I heard it much commented upon everywhere in Russia in the days 
following) that the east-west conflict is a good deal older than the Bolshevik 
Revolutions of 1917 and has much to do with the old enmity of the Roman Church 
towards the Orthodox. He thought that in Latin America, this enmity is being 
broken down as Marxists and Christians make common cause in building a more 
just social order. "The dream I have is that this co-operation between 
Catholics and Communists will spread and prolong itself in Europe, East and 
West." It was his prayer, he said, despite his advanced years (he is 82), to 
live long enough to see "a Soviet ambassador giving good advice at the 
Watican”. ... [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Jim Forest: ‘Reflections on the Russian Orthodox Church’ EPS 87.07.34 


Forest is general secretary of the International Fellowship of Reconciliation 
(Alkmaar, Netherlands). 


... People in the US often criticize the [Russian] Orthodox Church. It is 
described as a useful pawn of the government buying space and security for 
itself at the expense of fidelity to the gospel; it is gathering riches to 
itself; its public statements and peace conferences are a facade - it never 
had nor does it have now a genuine concern for the poor or for peace or for 
social justice. To respond to these charges would require a book. All I 
can say here is this is certainly not the experiences I had. 


The church has found itself in an exceedingly difficult situation, in some 
ways brought on by its own shortcomings in earlier years (quite analogous to 


the shortcoming of Christian churches throughout the world), in some ways not | 


its fault, rather paying for the abuses Marx observed in the churches of 
western Europe. The Orthodox already had quite a lot of experience of 


surviving long before there were Marxist opponents, for it faced other 


powerful adversaries, not least Peter the Great. 


The Russian Orthodox Church has survived in a remarkable way, partly because | 


it has searched out areas of agreement with the state, partly because (as in 
Poland) it is so deeply nationalist, but most importantly because many people 
have persevered despite every disaster and danger, and have done so with a 
faith I think many of us can hardly imagine. There is a deeply penitential 
dimension to Russian spirituality, and a capacity simply to endure no matter 
what. It has been a very long Lent, reaching back not to 1917 but to the 18th 


Century, and has cost immense suffering and many martyrs. Yet as one 
believer said to me, "Though my father was a prisoner of Stalin, he bore it as 
a Christian. He never blamed anyone. He was never bitter." I did find 


people in whom bitterness was apparent, and anger, yet the main note was one 
of hope and even of joy - people whose main attention was on the present and 
future. They see rivers of people coming for instruction and baptism, quite 
often from families where religious belief seemed completely dead. 


Russian nationalism, like all nationalisms, is often distressing. There is 
something a bit tragic about those who altogether lack a love of their 
homeland, but there is always the danger of love of one's own country making 
one either blind to its faults or unable to voice criticisms. It is clear to 
me that patriotic blindness is sometimes a problem for Russian believers, but 


much less often than I imagined it to be; ome hopes for the church to find a> 
more openly critical voice. Nationalism is always a two-edged sword. It has 
inspired some of the most remarkable and constructive events, as we saw with > 


Gandhi. 


In many ways, the Russian Orthodox Church is a rich church: not only are the. 


churches full but there is an enormous number of people who would readily fill 
still more churches if they were within reach. This doesn't mean, however, 
that the church is living in a rich way. Once away from reception rooms and 
the well-restored churches that are most frequently seen by foreign visitors, 
one is struck by the austerity. I suspect the best meals that people in the 
Russian church ever eat are those they eat with their guests from abroad. ... 


People give freely of their time and talents. ... Believers give generously of 
their kopeks and rubles to the church, as I saw often enough, people readily 


paying for candles or mass produced icons a great deal more than these cost, | 


or simply giving money outright - if only in small coins. ... [EPS] 
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SHOPTALK. (54/25) i 
NEW EPS TELEPHONE NUMBER: 91.61.56 / EPS NOW HAS A TELEFAX NUMBER: 98.13.46 
Recent features from Africa Church Information Service (Box 14205, Nairobi) 
include reports on church efforts in Madagasgar "combining communication with 
dentistry", "Islamic fundamentalism" in North Africa, and religious plays as a 
means to root the gospel in the culture of Tanzania. 


In EPS 87.07.20, paragraph 8, line 2: Make the fifth word disapproval. 


Dove on Fire: Poems on Peace, Justice, and Ecology by Cecil Rajendra is the 
33d book in the Risk series. It costs 8.90 Swiss francs, 5.75 US dollars, or 


3.60 UK pounds. Mission in Christ's Way: Bible Studies by Lesslie Newbigin 


is the eighth in the WCC Mission Series of books. It costs 4.50 Swiss francs, 
2.90 US dollars, or 1.90 UK pounds. Both are available from WCC Publications, 
Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


Taiwan Church News publishes an occasional bulletin in English (334 Youth 
Road, Tainan 70131). 


No Room at the Inn is theme this year of the World YMCA/YWCA Week of Prayer 
and World Fellowship (8-14 November). A booklet on the week and the theme, 
related to the designation of 1987 as the International Year of Shelter for 
the Homeless, is available from the World YWCA or the World Alliance of YMCAs, 
both at 37, quai Wilson, CH-1201 Geneva. 


Theme of the new (June) issue of the WCC Youth Newsletter (Box 66, CH-1211 
Geneva 20) is Orthodox youth. Themes of subsequent issues are youth in 
Europe (September) and militarisation (December). 


The new (July) issue of the WCC quarterly International Review of Mission 
focuses on urban rural mission. The new (July) issue of the WCC quarterly 
The Ecumenical Review focuses on unity and mission: an _ ecumenical 
challenge. Copies of both are available from WCC Publications Box 66, 
CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


A WCC calendar of meetings through September 1988 is available from EPS. 


CICARWS, the WCC inter-church aid commission (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20), 
has issued three appeals (in US dollars): China (forest fires), 100,000, 3 
July; Suriname (civil strife), 100,000, 3 July; and Ethiopia (rehabilitation), 
700,000, 7 July. Other commission material (3 July) describes responses to 
the drought situation in India, and notes an ecumenical request for 1.22 
million Indian rupees (= 770,000 US dollars) sought through the ecumenical 
agency Church's Auxiliary for Social Action in New Delhi. 


Photo Oikoumene, the periodic WCC photo catalogue, is available to those who 
request it from WCC/Visual Arts, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. A set of back 
catalogues (since February 1981) is available for 15 Swiss francs. You may 
also request photos to go with specific EPS stories. They will be sent at 
your expense as available. 


EPS deadlines (7h00 GMT): 22,28 July. EPS headlines can be telexed to 
you. We pay for that. You can then ask for texts of items you want. You 
pay for that. EPS printing: this issue, 23 July; next issue, 29 July. 

EPS appears about 45 times a year. 
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DRIVE BEGINNING TO RAISE MONEY Ecumenical Press 
FOR VISSER 'T HOOFT ENDOWMENT Service 87.07.35 


GENEVA —- A multi-year effort to raise money for the Visser 't Hooft Endowment 
Fund for Ecumenical Leadership is to get underway later this year. 


That news followed the first meeting, here last month, of the board of the 
fund, which honours W. A. Visser 't Hooft, the veteran ecumenist and first 
general secretary of the World Council of Churches, who died in July 1985 [EPS 
more0 fi 6): 


Creation of the fund was approved by the WCC Central Committee, at its meeting 
last January [EPS 87.02.01]. Its board is presided over by one of Visser 't 
Hooft's children, Hans, a professor in the Netherlands. Its secretary is 
Christine Ledger, co-general secretary of the World Student Christian 
Federation. 


Purpose of the fund is to foster an active commitment by younger people to the 
ecumenical movement in its various forms. Once sufficient financial resources 
have been accumulated, this is to be done by support to individuals, groups, 
and organizations at various levels, both within and beyond existing 
ecumenical structures. 


Among specific ecumenical concerns of the fund are Christianity as it is 
expressed and lived in different cultures, church unity and renewal, justice 
and peace, interfaith dialogue, and structures of ecumenical life and witness. 
[EPS] 


SPECIAL ACTION FUND ENDORSED Ecumenical Press 
FOR RAPID ECUMENICAL RESPONSE Service 87.07.36 
CHAVANNES-DE-BOGIS (Switzerland) - Meeting here last month, CICARWS, the 


inter-church aid commission of the World Council of Churches, approved 
creation of a Special Action Fund, to make small, one-time grants to "enable 
CICARWS and the ecumenical family to respond quickly and flexibly to requests 
for support of solidarity, encounters, and human-resource development." 


In other action, according to a report from its meeting, the commission: 


- stressed that the CICARWS mandate includes "“root-cause analysis, advocacy 
for a just society, and solidarity with those struggling for justice." 


- endorsed an "area-centred approach ... to provide a comprehensive focus to 
regional situations, and incorporating both material assistance and other 
forms of support, such as advocacy." 


—- urged a review of funding arrangements "to enable CICARWS to play a better 
facilitating role in the multilateral and bilateral exchange of resources." 


- expanded the scope of CICARWS "human-resource work" (which has focused on 
personnel exchange) to include "human-resource development" as a major 
emphasis. 


- “reaffirmed the central thrust and diaconal vision" of last November's WCC 
World Consultation on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service [EPS 
86.11.55,56,57,58,59]. [EPS] 


BERLIN KIRCHENTAG MARKS Ecumenical Press 
CITY'S 750TH ANNIVERSARY Service 87.07.37 


BERLIN (GDR) - 30,000 people crowded into Berlin's Wuhlheide stadium (28 June) 
for closing worship at the city's Kirchentag (Church Congress), a five-day 
programme (24-28 June) of worship, working groups, public fora and exhibitions 
with the theme, “And I Will Live with You." It was the first Kirchentag 
including Berlin/GDR in 26 years. The last Berlin Kirchentag covering both 
German states met just weeks before the Berlin Wall was built in August 1961. 


This year, Berlin - with separate ceremonies in East and West - celebrates its 
750th anniversary, and the GDR (East German) authorities allowed the 
Kirchentag as the main event of the Evangelical [United] Church in 
Berlin-Brandenburg to mark the anniversary. Only 5000 people, fewer than 
organizers expected, and 500 foreign guests, registered for the eleven closed 
Kirchentag working groups, covering themes as diverse as ‘feminist theology', 
"church and environment', and ‘South Africa’. 


The highest numbers of registrations were for groups dealing with the 
relationship between Jews and Christians, and with problems in partnership and 
marriage - a reflection, perhaps, that it was mostly older people who 
registered for the whole event. 


However, young people crowded into the more than 200 public events -— including 
readings by GDR authors, Jewish concerts, experimental theatre, numerous 
exhibitions, programs on the Helsinki process of security and cooperation in 
Europe, a question-and-answer session with bishops from home and abroad, a 
youth forum, a women's forum, worship and prayer services, as well as 
performances by rock groups, including the top GDR band Pankow. 


Not far below the surface during the five-day-long event, however, was a 
controversy surrounding 'Kirchentag from Below', organized by a group of 
activists who said church leaders squeezed radical concerns out of the 
official Kirchentag program because of state pressure. 


After they threatened to occupy one of the Kirchentag centres, patient 
diplomacy by church leaders found a venue for the 'Kirchentag from Below’. 
There, up to 1200 people - mostly young and including punks and others with 
"alternative" lifestyles - met unhindered. At the final stadium rally, 
'Kirchentag from Below' raised various banners, including one calling for 
"glasnost ['openness'] in state and church.' Fears that critical voices would 
be silenced at the Kirchentag thus proved unfounded, though one exhibition 
dealing with post-war Berlin history was closed after reports in the Western 
press. 


A high point of the gathering was a 'peace forum' in St Mary's Church, near 
Berlin's central Alexanderplatz, with FRG (West German) nuclear physicist and 
philosopher Carl Friedrich von Weizsdcker, church leaders, representatives of 
independent church peace groups, and for the first time in such a public 
event, a Marxist international lawyer. 


The church was full to overflowing for the question-and-answer session, in 
which praise for recent Soviet disarmament initiatives was matched by 
criticism of increasing militarization in GDR schools and society, and calls 
for increased East/West grassroots contact. 


For the first time, official GDR newspapers and television carried extensive 
reports from a GDR Kirchentag, and the protest banners of 'Kirchentag from 
Below' at the final rally could be seen clearly on the television roundup. 
[EPS] 


ENGLISH ANGLICANS Ecumenical Press 
CRITICAL OF MASONS Service 87.07.38 


YORK (Robert Nowell) - The [Anglican] Church of England General Synod (meeting 
here, 10-14 July) overwhelmingly endorsed a report highly critical of 
Freemasonry. 


Singled out for special mention in the resolution, passed 394-52 with five 
abstentions, was the report's final paragraph, drawn up by a seven-member 
working group, two of whom were Masons. It notes the two Masons fully agree 
there are "clear difficulties" to be faced by Christians who are Freemasons, 
and that the five non-Masons consider there are "a number of very fundamental 
reasons to question the compatibility of Freemasonry with Christianity". 


But there is no question of the Church of England launching a witch-hunt 
against the Masons in its midst. An Anglican attitude of amused tolerance, 
was exemplified by the Archbishop of York John Habgood. "I regard 
Freemasonry as a fairly harmless eccentricity", he told the synod, adding 
later: "It will be a sad day when there is no room for eccentricity in the 
Church of England." He regretted it had ever been necessary to commission 
the report, and saw certain danger signals in this kind of attempt by the 
synod to lay down criteria for other bodies about what is or is not compatible 
with Christianity. 


"No doubt there are cases of people being unhealthily absorbed in what is by 
any standards a rather odd society", he said. But to use words like "heresy" 
and "blasphemy" was to judge it by inappropriate standards, he added. "I am 
much more disturbed by prying Christians who want to make everything conform 
to their own standards of truth, than by groups of well-meaning and charitable 
men who enjoy meeting together and dressing up, or down, as the case may be", 
Habgood added. 


For its part, the United Grand Lodge of England found it "sad" the synod 
should have endorsed rather than simply noted what it saw as an "inadequate" 
report which failed to give due weight to authoritative Masonic evidence. 


The synod was strongly critical of the government's proposed community charge 
or "poll tax" which is to be introduced to replace the rates, the tax on 
houses and other property which has traditionally provided revenue for local 
government. 


Voting 290-28, with nine abstentions, it expressed dismay and concern over the 
government's failure to implement its original intention to provide some 
relief for the churches and other charities, which at present have to pay only 
50 percent of domestic rates. The synod went on to note "widespread public 
concern about the possible effects of the proposed community charge" and 
called for "a full and wide-ranging debate" on the question at the next synod 
meeting, in November. 


Bishop of London Graham Leonard, who chairs the Churches Main Committee (which 
represents major British denominations in their collective dealings with the 
government on matters other than education), accused the government of failing 
not merely to consult but even to inform the churches on this matter. 


He emphasized it is not in any way a question of the church even appearing to 
seek to evade its responsibility to make a proper and fair contribution to the 
cost of local government. The difficulty for the Church of England is that at 
present its clergy live rent-free and have their rates paid for them. To pay 
them the extra amount needed to pay the new tax would, it has been estimated, 
cost the church an extra four million UK pounds a year. [EPS] 


US CHURCH DELEGATION Ecumenical Press 
VISITS THE TWO KOREAS Service 87.07.39 


NEW YORK (Tracy Early) - Another step in the effort of the [US] National 
Council of Churches to promote Korean unification was taken when a 10-member 
council delegation visited North Korea (19-26 June) and - travelling via 
Beijing — South Korea (26 June-2 July). 


The delegation made official presentations of a policy statement on Korea 
adopted by the NCC last November. That document asks the US government to 
take a number of actions in support of unification, including development of 
relations with North Korea and transfer of its role in the UN force at the . 
demilitarized zone to neutral countries. 


Some members of the committee drafting the statement spent time in North and 
South Korea in the first part of 1986. And a delegation from the National 
Council of Churches in Japan went to North Korea earlier this year. But 
participants in the latest US visit said theirs was the first official 
delegation from a church body to visit both Koreas. 


At a news conference (here, 6 July) reporting on the trip, NCC General 
Secretary Arie Brouwer, delegation leader, said its effort to build ties and 
facilitate communication was conceived as part of an international operation 
stemming from a 1984 World Council of Churches conference in Tozanso, Japan 
[EPS 85.09.23]. 


Brouwer said the division of Korea also held personal meaning for him because 
an older brother drafted to serve as a US soldier in the Korean War was killed 
there in 1951. While with the delegation in Korea, Brouwer said, he found 
that evidence indicated his brother died at a place now in the northern half 
of the demilitarized zone. So he and his family will not be able to visit 
the spot until tensions are relaxed. 


The delegation also included Michael Hahm, a North Korean who left in late 
1950 and is now an executive in the World Division of the United Methodist 
Board of Global Ministries. He told of seeing a sister, who was only five in 
1950, for the first time since he left, and meeting her husband and their 
children. They quickly came to feel very close, he said. 


In the North, the Korean Christians Federation and the Committee for the 


Peaceful Reunification of the Fatherland received the visitors. The 
federation reports 10,000 individual members, and says about half of them 
belong to some 500 house churches. It has had limited outside contact 


through membership in the Christian Peace Conference, and representatives have 
made a visit to the China Christian Council. 


Delegation members at the press conference spoke cautiously about the general 
question of church-state relations in North Korea. Asked about religious 
freedom there, Brouwer said the delegation could only report it found from 
talks with Federation leaders and worship in house churches that "the 
Christian church exists". 


During the days of the delegation's trip, demonstrations were underway in 
South Korea, and anticipated meetings with government officials there could 
not be arranged. But Dwain Epps, director of the NCC International Affairs 
Commission and a delegation member, said some government representatives 
attended a meeting where reports of the North Korea visit were given. In 
addition to talking with South Korean church leaders, Epps said, the 
delegation discussed family reunification issues with the South Korean Red 
Cross. [EPS] 


Airline union denounces pope's plan to fly on TWA EPS 87.07.40 
WASHINGTON - The Independent Federation of Flight Attendants, which has 4300 
Members out of work as a result of a bitter strike last year against the 
airline TWA, has denounced the [US] National Conference of Catholic Bishops' 
decision to charter TWA planes for the pope's US visit in September. IFFA 
President Vicki Frankovitch spoke of "immorality", because TWA has "devastated 
the lives of 4300 flight attendants by keeping them from their jobs." Los 
Angeles Roman Catholic Archbishop Roger Mahony said "applicable Catholic 
social justice principles and the church's teachings on workers' rights are 
being met adequately at TWA." Other unions have commented. The International 
Association of Machinsts and Air Line Pilots Association supported the 
bishops; the Screen Actors Guild was critical. [EPS] 


South Africa: new all-white denomination formed EPS 87.07.41 
PRETORIA - Though many outside the denomination condemn the NGK, South 
Africa's largest white Reformed denomination, for its links with supporters of 
white-minority domination in the country, some NGK members think it has gone 
too far in the other direction. Some of them voted here to establish a new 
all-white denomination, the Afrikaans Reformed Church. [EPS] 


South Africa: white Reformed synod accepts female ministers EPS 87.07.42 
PRETORIA -— Western Transvaal Synod of the white Dutch Reformed Church (NGK) 
has become the first NGK synod to accept women as ministers and elders. [EPS] 


Tanzania/Zimbabwe: Lutheran missionaries to Angola EPS 87.07.43 
DAR ES SALAAM (Tanzania) - The Evangelical Lutheran Churches in Tanzania and 
Zimbabwe are co-operating on new mission work in Mozambique. In an interview 
with Africa Church Information Service, Amani Mwenigoha, acting executive 
secretary of the Tanzanian denomination, also noted ELCT mission work in three 
other African countries - Malawi, Zaire, and Burundi. [EPS] 


US: language, thought, social justice linked EPS 87.07.44 
STONY POINT (New York) - At a conference (here, 26-30 June) sponsored by the 
National Council of Churches, participants explored links between language, 
thought, and social justice. Shannon Clarkson, a specialist on inclusive 
language in religious education, voiced a major theme of the meeting when she 
described the use of language as "a crucial, not a trivial issue". The 
consultation closed with a celebration of the eucharist which ended with a 
hymn specially commissioned from Jane Parker Huber. It affirms that "Words 
are tools of peace and justice / truly spoken and perceived / reconciling, 
healing, teaching / liberating when believed", and asks, "Do we speak by voice 
or signal / that great truth we have received?" [EPS] 


India: mission and dialogue in congregations explored EPS 87.07.45 
WHITEFIELD (Bangalore) -— The National Council of Churches in India organized a 
Study conference at the Ecumenical Christian Centre here on "mission and 
dialogue in the local church". According to an NCCI report, the meeting was 
an attempt to help the church "cope with the increasingly pressing demands of 
the religiously plural Indian situation." Christians are about 2.5 percent of 
the Indian population of about 780 million, most of which is Hindu. [EPS] 


Church reps assess Helsinki review conference EPS 87.07.46 
GENEVA - Church representatives from North America and Europe met here last 
Month to discuss the Vienna Review Conference on Security and Co-operation in 
Europe, which began last November. According to a report on the meeting from 
the Conference of European Churches, the church people were optimistic about 
the Vienna meeting's progress. Among concerns raised at the meeting here were 
religious iberty, human contacts, and ethnic and religious minorities, 
Obstacles to travel, confidence-building, environmental protection, and 
cultural exchanges. [EPS] 


Europe: ‘ecumenical perspectives in theological education’ EPS 87.07.47 — 
ISERLOHN (FRG) — More than 100 theological students and teachers, and church 
officials responsible for theological education, discussed (here, 6-8 July) 
"ecumenical perspectives in theological education". The conference was 
organized by the World Council of Churches (Programme on Theological 
Education), the Evangelical Academy here, and Evangelisches Studienwerk. 
Among areas cited as neglected in European theological education were 
ecumenical themes, dialogue with other faiths, contextual theology from other 
parts of the world, and openness to contemporary political and_ social 
problems. [EPS] 


Zambia: Anglicans requiring proof on Aids before marriage EPS 87.07.48 
LUSAKA — Anglican authorities in this central African country have reportedly 
decided to require medical certificates from couples planning to marry to make 
sure they are not carriers of the disease Aids. [EPS] 


Switzerland: first Old Catholic woman ordained EPS 87.07.49 
ZURICH - Old Catholicism has its first ordained woman. She is Doris 


Zimmermann, ordained to the diaconate here on Ascension Day. [EPS] 


Haiti: church reps react to situation EPS 87.07.50 
PORT-AU-PRINCE - The Protestant Federation of Haiti declared its concern (25 
June) about human rights violations in this Caribbean nation. It also called 
for "frank, sincere, honest, and patriotic" dialogue between representatives 
of the provisional government and opposition leaders. [EPS] 


Brazil: Lutherans sending pastor to Cuba EPS 87.07.51 
PORTO ALEGRE - Brazilian Lutherans plan to send a pastor to Cuba, from next 
year, to minister to the small Lutheran community there. [EPS] 


World Alliance of YMCAs withdrawing SA-related funds EPS 87.07.52 
GENEVA — The Executive Committee of the World Alliance of YMCAs (meeting here, 
26-28 June) voted to withdraw funds from enterprises with "business interests 
in and with South Africa". It began with its accounts in the Swiss bank 
Crédit Suisse. Last year, the committee voted for "financial and investment 
decisions that reflect the commitments of member movements to Christian values 
of peace and justice." The committee also urged member movements to be active 
in campaigns for comprehensive economic sanctions against South Africa; 
committee members signed a letter to South African President P.W. Botha urging 
an end to the detention and torture of young people in the country. [EPS] 


Rwanda: jailed members of religious groups given amnesty EPS 87.07.53 
KIGALI - About 300 members of four religious groups, jailed since late last 
October [EPS 86.12.66], were granted an amnesty in connection with the 25th 
anniversary of the country's independence. Most of those jailed were charged 
with violating the constitution because they refuse to belong and pay dues to 
the governing National Revolutionary Movement for Development. [EPS] 


Jean-Marc Chappuis dies EPS 87.07.54 
GENEVA - Jean-Marc Chappuis, prominent Swiss Reformed church communicator, 
pastor, and professor of practical theology at the University of Geneva, died 
here 16 July of cancer. He was 62. Chappuis was also dean of the university 
theology faculty, and a member of the communications committee of the World 
Council of Churches. In 1978-82 he was vice-rector of the university. [EPS] 


Bavarian bishop elected interim world Lutheran president EPS 87.07.55 
VIBORG (Denmark) - At its annual meeting (here, 9-15 July), the Executive 
Committee of the Lutheran World Federation elected Bavarian (West German) 
Lutheran Bishop Johannes Hanselmann interim president of the federation, until 
its next assembly, in 1990. He succeeds Hungarian Lutheran Bishop Zoltan 
Kaldy, who died last May. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW: “Church and Party in Zimbabwe" EPS 87.07.56 


This item is excerpted from the Zimbabwean magazine Moto. It comments on a 
pamphlet. "Society and Church", being circulated by the country's ruling ZANU 
(PF) party. 


... The church has a strong base among the ordinary people of Zimbabwe. Many 
have found their true home in the church. They did not leave when liberation 
came. Their leaders are happy to work in the "new order". If such church 
workers are not as vociferous in the praise of the new order as party workers, 
then the reason may be that they are too busy doing what other people are 
talking about, living in remote corners of the country where communication is 
poor. 


But even such a people's church cannot completely identify with, or even 
subordinate herself to, the ruling party and government. Our anonymous 
author [of the pamphlet] seems to say that the party is the people, and the 
church, if she is identified with the people, must identify also with the 
party and accept its dictates. 


That the party is the people and always acts in their best interest, cannot be 
taken for granted. This is the ideal the party is striving for. But the 
party is human and may fail the people. Look at what happens in 
co-operatives and collectives. How often have leaders let the people down by 
corruption and embezzlement. Sometimes party representatives speak as if they 
had already achieved perfection, and resent criticism as if it was a plot 
against the people, when in fact it is no more than an attempt to help bridge 
the inevitable gap between the people and their leaders. 


It would not be in the true interest of ... people, party, or government if 
the church were simply identified with them. ... The church rejoices in the 


end of racial discrimination. She does not stand aloof from the "new 
order". On many levels, church workers and party and government 
representatives co-operate very well. The year of liberation, 1980, was a 
watershed, the change is tremendous. Nevertheless, it has not turned this 
country into a heaven on earth, a perfect paradise. People are still 
corruptible. Our real and true transformation is not yet complete. As 


Christians understand it, we will be engaged in it until our last breath. 


... Church and state exist side by side in the same country, and concern the 
same people. All Christians are also citizens of the state, and take their 
responsibility as such seriously. They have no wish to emigrate to some 
heavenly Jerusalem before their time. Church and state have many common 
interests. 


Nevertheless, the church, by her very origin and by her final goal, is 
essentially different from the state, and cannot simply be part of it. She is 
more than an auxiliary agency complementing the efforts of the state, but 
doing essentially the same. ... 


"Society and Church" seems to imply that the church adheres naively to the 
ideology of capitalism. This shows considerable ignorance of what the church 
teaches about private property. ... While we appreciate very much the effort 
ZANU (PF) has put into defining its relationship to the church, we regret how 
little the authors seem to know about what the church teaches on social 
justice. 


"Society and Church" sounds like an ultimatum and the party's last word to the 
church. We would like to consider it only as the beginning. We still have a 
lot to say to each other. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Martin Field: 'The Church in the British Media' EPS 87.07.57 


This is excerpted from an interview in "Church & Media", newsletter of the 
Association for Christian Communication (Guildford, Surrey, England). Field 
is an Anglican priest who has studied at the Centre for Mass Communication 
Research at Leicester University (England). 


The impression most people have of religion comes from how the Church is 
represented in the media. Press coverage of [English Anglican report] 'Faith 
in the City" was determined not by the church nor by the issues it raised, but 
by politicans who saw it as a criticism of government policy. Religion was 
portrayed as an essentially private matter and the churches as ineffective, 
irrelevant and riddled by the left. 


Q: Why was this? The reasons are complex and have to do with the 
structures of news management. Basically, the church made the mistake of 
playing by the rules. It arranged to present its case at a Tuesday press 
conference. As is customary, embargoed press statements were sent to the 
media beforehand. The Daily Mail broke the story — and the embargo - on the 
Saturday. The Sunday Times ran a lead under the headline 'Church is Marxist' 
and by Monday the report was covered by every national daily. 


Q: What effect did this have on the church's case? The church was either 
unable or unwilling to present its case before the Tuesday, but by then the 
agenda had already been set. ... [Government leaders] had put their case well 
before an official Church comment was available. By the time the church did 
respond, it was on the defensive. 


Q: How come the report was branded 'Marxist'? The comment was attributed 
to an ‘un-named cabinet minister'. As news media place great importance on 
government spokesmen and on drama and conflict, it was this emotive comment 
above all others which stuck. Commission members in fact represented the 
full political spectrum, but by the time Church House issued their biographies | 
the damage had been done. 


Q: Why was the Report not presented in a more objective light? Objectivity 
is more illusory than real. The reliance in newsgathering on lobby briefings, | 
parliamentary debates, accredited spokesmen, government ‘leaks' and pithy | 
statements by ‘rent a quote' politicians who know what the media want all/| 
allow those in positions of power to dictate the terms in which a story is) 
covered. ... There are very few specialist religious correspondents. In 
this case most of the coverage was by non-specialists. 


Q: Does this matter? In the absence of specialist knowledge, journalists 
have to rely on archives and personal experience, so the context of earlier | 
religious news stories is important. Earlier religious stories like the’ 
Falklands memorial service, the ‘Church and the Bomb' report, and criticisms | 
of the government's handling of the miners' dispute by the bishop of Durham) 
all served to emphasize a growing rift between church and government. Thus 
‘Faith in the City' was reported in the context of a church-state conflict | 
rather than on the basis of what it actually said. ... 


Q: Do you think the churches take the media seriously enough? Church | 
investment and involvement in broadcasting on a national scale is minimal. ... 
Unfortunately, the BBC and IBA tradition of ‘religious broadcasting’ has 
compartmentalized religion, cut it off from the mainstream. ... Just as St} 
Paul used the market-place to preach the gospel, so the church must use the | 
media. But media structures are highly complex, so we have to learn their! 
codes and rules. [EPS] 7 


ECUVIEW: ‘Religious Freedom in Hong Kong (I)' EPS 87.07.58 


This item is excerpted from the April issue of News and Views, the 
English-language quarterly bulletin of the Hong Kong Christian Council. 


The drafting of the Basic Law [for the period when China resumes control of 
what is now a UK colony, in 1997] in Hong Kong is now well under way. This 
will determine the shape of Hong Kong society for the next 50 years to come. 
Much attention is being focused on the future political structure, and the 
degree to which Hong Kong people will have a say in the running of their own 
affairs. 


-.. The future political structure will be laid out in Chapter IV of the Basic 
Law. The special groups responsible for drafting the other chapters are also 
working steadily, even if not as much in the limelight. Chapter III will 
cover "The Fundamental Rights and Duties of the Hong Kong Inhabitants" and 
Chapter VI will address the issues of "Education, Science, Technology, 
Culture, Sports and Religion". These are particularly important chapters for 
the churches. 


Recently, the drafting of religious freedom in the Basic Law and the 
relationship between church and state have become key issues. On 5 December, 
an article appeared in one of Hong Kong's mainline Chinese-language 
newspapers, Ming Pao, tackling the question of the involvement of the church 
in politics. 


The writer, San Wei-sze, is widely believed to be setting out the position 
favoured by Beijing. He warns the church to stay out of political and social 
issues, else face unpleasant consequences. The Hong Kong Christian Council 
is one of the organizations he singles out by name. 


Christians in Hong Kong have found this article to be very threatening in its 
tenor, and various replies putting across the viewpoint of local Christians 
appeared in the press. These prompted another article from San Wei-sze, and 
the debate has continued. 


This debate has been largely conducted in the Chinese-language press, 
[but] we want to present this discussion to a wider English-speaking audience 
to keep our friends aware of the trends in Hong Kong society and the pressures 
which the churches are facing. 


--. Would it be better to simply state a few basic principles, or to have a 
more comprehensive statement of religious policy? How can current religious 
freedom be guaranteed against the background of China's constitution and 
religious policy? These are some of the questions that are raised. ... 


The discussion of religious freedom relates to the wider issue of human 
rights, including freedom of speech. This has been touched on in the 
church-state debate, but ... [recently] freedom of speech has become a 
dramatic focus of attention in the passionate debate stirred by the passage of 
the Public Order (Amendment) Bill. 


Local Christians have been active in speaking up against this ordinance, 
exposing the threat to the freedom of speech which it poses. ... 


In the face of all these developments, ... the only firm bedrock we have to 
build on during this time of uncertainty is Jesus Christ, and on this 
foundation we need to build the message of Christ crucified, a deeper humility 
towards one another, and a sacrificial love in our life together. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Iris Y.L. Tsang: ‘Religious Freedom in Hong Kong (II)' EPS 87.07.59 


This is excerpted from the April edition of News and Views, English-language 
quarterly of the Hong Kong Christian Council. Tsang is the council's legal 
officer. 


Hong Kong ... has never been a battlefield of religious dissension. Over the 
past 146 years, religions of eastern and western origin have found their way 
to Hong Kong. As a British colony, the Anglican ... church is the official 
church of the government, but she has not been conferred any power to 
influence governmental policies, apart from the duty to discharge symbolic and 
ceremonial functions. Although we have not had any written constitution which 
confers religious liberty in a positive manner, the citizens of Hong Kong have 
enjoyed religious freedom in its fullest sense. Only in cases of gross 
breaches of morality or cases of believers being defrauded, have our 
legislators and law enforcement agencies stepped in to intervene. 


No wonder the Sino-British negotiations over the future of Hong Kong in the 
early 1980s have been a cause of much anxiety and concern within Hong Kong 
society and the church. Believers have been called to "suffer for the Lord" 
should there be persecution. They have been advised to memorise Bible verses 
in case their Bibles are confiscated. The development of small groups as 
"house churches" is also being encouraged for fear that open churches may be 
banned and church properties confiscated. 


This alarm and anxiety is understandable when we take into account the fact 
that many church leaders today fled to Hong Kong shortly before or after 1949 
[when the communist revolution triumphed in China]. Some of their relatives 
or friends lost their lives or liberties in the persecution in the 50s, and in 
the Cultural Revolution [in the late 60s and early 70s]. ... Therefore, as 
the Basic Law is in the process of being drafted, I perfectly understand and 
appreciate the eagerness of the church to preserve our present liberties in 
every aspect of religious life. 


To sum up the long list of what different religious bodies have advocated over 
the past months in their submission of opinions to the Basic Law Consultative 
Committee (BLCC), their wishes are, in essence: (1) to preserve the status 
quo; (2) [that] there should be no interference from the Mainland in 
religious activities when the sovereignty of Hong Kong reverts to China; (3) 
[that] the Marxist-Leninist concept of religion should not apply in Hong Kong 
as Hong Kong shall exist as a separate system under a socialist sovereignty. ~ 


There are several legal means whereby religious freedom may be protected: (1) 
the application of the PRC constitution; (2) the clause(s) relating to 
religious liberties in Chapter III of the Basic Law; (3) embodying the 
principle of religious freedom in other clauses of the Basic Law; (4) 
enacting local legislation in the future Hong Kong Special Administrative 
Region (HKSAR) to protect various liberties, including the protection of 
religious activities; (5) the possibility of the PRC ratifying the 
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the International 
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. ... 


Besides securing religious freedom by the constitution, our social environment 
has to be renewed. We must seek to build a more open and democratic 
government whose actions will not be determined by hidden strings. We must 
seek to uphold an independent judiciary that will be just and impartial in 
interpreting and enforcing our laws. The personality and mentality of Chinese 
people should also be modernized ... so that we may find more tolerance, 
acceptance, and respect for each other in our pluralistic society. [EPS] 


| ECUVIEW/Richard Worssam: ‘Religious Freedom in Hong Kong (III)' EPS 87.07.60 


Worssam is assistant executive secretary of the Hong Kong Christian Council. 
This item is excerpted from News and Views, the council's English-language 
quarterly. 


Citizens of Hong Kong are noted more for their pursuit of the Hong Kong dollar 
than their search for God. The new Hongkong and Shanghai Bank headquarters 
is referred to by some as Hong Kong's latest temple. 


| But these impressions lead to a one-sided picture. Since the very founding 
(of Hong Kong, the churches have played an active and constructive part in 
society. Many of the schools, hospitals and other welfare institutions were 
' founded by the churches. 


| From the outset, the churches, indeed believers of all faiths and none, have 
enjoyed religious freedom. 


Hong Kong does not have any specific religious policy, but common law has 
safeguarded the right of citizens to hold and believe religious faith as they 
please, subject only to statute law. 


But now the basis of this religious freedom is changing. Sovereignty over 
Hong Kong will change hands from Britain to China. The Chinese Constitution 
will form the backdrop to all activities, and the focus of human rights will 
shift from the individual to the state. 


Some clauses in the Chinese constitution, together with the observed religious 
policy in China, are giving rise to some anxiety amongst the churches. 
This has led to a debate focusing on two particular concerns: religious 
freedom and religious policy. 


On the one hand it is important to ensure that what the Hong Kong community 
understands by religious freedom will not be threatened by certain clauses in 
the Chinese constitution, and on the other hand religious bodies in Hong Kong 
are concerned to limit the interference by the government in their affairs. 


Basic Law will be the constitutional framework for the first fifty years of 
the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region (HKSAR), so religious groups are 
eager to see that it reflects their views on religious freedom. The Joint 
Declaration gives a bare outline: 


"The HKSAR Government shall protect the rights and freedoms of inhabitants and 
other persons in the HKSAR according to law. The HKSAR Government shall 
Maintain the rights and freedoms as provided for by the laws previously in 
force in Hong Kong, including freedom of the person, of speech, of the press, 
of assembly, of association ... of belief .... Religious organizations and 
believers may maintain their relations with religious organizations and 
believers elsewhere, and schools, hospitals and welfare institutions run by 
religious organizations may be continued. The relationship between religious 
organizations in the HKSAR and those in other parts of the People's Republic 
of China shall be based oon the principles of  non-subordination, 
non-interference and mutual respect. The provisions of the International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the International Covenant on 
Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights as applied to Hong Kong shall remain in 
force." (Annex I, Article 13) 


The present task is to put some flesh on these bare bones. [over] 


worssam/2 


The Special Group on the Rights and Obligations of the HKSAR Inhabitants, and 
the Special Group on Culture, Technology, Education and Religion within the 
Basic Law Consultative Committee have been endeavouring to collect the views 
of Hong Kong people on the drafting of religious freedom in the Basic Law and 
reflect them, together with their own deliberations, to the Basic Law Drafting 
Committee. ; 


In 1986 the Special Group on Culture, Technology, Education and Religion met 
three times and produced a preliminary report. It also held a public meeting 


| 


on 1 November, for wider discussion and to receive further submissions from 


other interested groups and individuals. 
The report and discussion were organized under five principal headings: 


As GENERAL PRINCIPLES. The aim of Basic Law should be to preserve the 
current religious freedom that exists in Hong Kong, and to ensure that this 
will not be threatened by clauses in the Chinese constitution. It should not 
so much specify a detailed religious policy, as guarantee that all religious 
activities not specifically excluded by the Basic Law shall be considered 
legal. 


Dialectical and historical materialism should not be promoted in Hong Kong 
since these are antithetical to religious belief and there should be no 
discrimination against believers. Genuine religious freedom can exist only 
in a society that respects human rights, and there should be a strong 
independent judiciary to safeguard these rights and to ensure that all 
citizens are equal before the law. 


aN INDEPENDENCE AND AUTONOMY OF RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATIONS AND THEIR RIGHTS AND 
FREEDOMS. Under this heading was included the discussion of what religious 
freedom would look like in practice. The Manifesto on Religious Freedom put 


forward by the Protestant Churches and the list of religious freedoms drawn up 


by the Catholic Diocese of Hong Kong featured prominently under this heading. 


The point was also raised that the definition of a religious organization 


should include not only churches, temples and mosques, but also organizations 
that have a credal basis and a non-profit operation, e.g. organizations 
involved in religious publishing, broadcasting, and social welfare work. 


vs LINKS WITH OVERSEAS COUNTRIES. The main concern in this section was 
that links could be maintained and that this would not be interpreted as a 
contradiction of Article 36 of the Chinese constitution which states: 
"Religious bodies and religious affairs shall not be subject to any foreign 
domination." Catholics were particularly concerned that their link with the 
Pope and the Holy See would not be affected. There was also the suggestion 


that local religious organizations should be able to take part in 


international religious conferences in the name of "Hong Kong China". 


4. DEFINITION AND DIFFERENCES BETWEEN RELIGION AND SUPERSTITION. Here it 
was felt that it is difficult to draw a line between religion and 
superstition. To avoid possible interference by government in normal 
religious activity in the name of prohibiting superstition, religion should 
simply be treated with regard to the existing laws in Hong Kong. 


By RELIGIOUS HOLIDAYS. The general consensus on this issue was that these 
should be kept as they are at present, although Buddhist and Confucianist 
representatives also advocated for public holidays on the birthdays of the 
Buddha and Confucius. ... [EPS] 


| CUVIEW/K. H. Ting: 'On the Church in China and Hong Kong' EPS 87.07.61 


jing is president of the China Christian Council. This interview appeared in the 
jlay-June issue of Bridge, published by the Christian Study Centre on Chinese Religion 
nd Culture in Hong) Kong. Ting's interpretation of the Joint Declaration, was 


yisputed in the 5 June issue of the newsletter of the Chinese Church Research Centre, 
\lso in Hong Kong. 


|). What do you think of the way the 


question of Hong Kong’s future is violation of the Sino-British Joint 


Q. Do Christians on the mainland object 


to be resolved, as worked out 
between Britain and China? 


J\.1 think the principle of letting 
| socialism and capitalism exist peace- 
fully side by side within one nation 
is ingenious. It represents an im- 
portant departure in that hitherto 
peaceful co-existence has been a 
matter between nations only. As 
Christians and as messengers of 
reconciliation, we should take a 
positive attitude towards the 
approaching end of the artificial 
division between Hong Kong and 
the rest of China. We on the 
mainland will pray and work with 
hope for a good implementation of 
the ‘one country, two systems” 
principle, knowing that its success 
will give hope to the peaceful 
solution of deadlocks elsewhere in 
the world. 


Q. What is the policy of the China 
Christian Council and the Three- 
Self Movement as regards the future 
of the churches and Christian groups 
in Hong Kong? 


. It is not up to us to adopt any policy 
for churches and Christian groups in 
Hong Kong because, according to 
the ‘‘one country, two systems” 
principle, religious groups on both 
sides should not interfere with the 
life and work of one another. We 
respect the jurisdiction and integrity 
of the churches and Christian groups 
in Hong Kong and their right to do 
evangelistic, educational, medical and 
social welfare work in their own 
society and under their own system. 
We hope we may be able to strengthen 
our bonds of fellowship with Hong 
Kong Christians so that we can learn 
from their faith and witness. Member- 
ship in the China Christian Council 
vand the Three-Self Movement, 
however, is not open to individuals 
and groups in Hong Kong. 


. Yes, very much s0. 


to the treatment of mainland China 
as a mission field for groups in 
Hong Kong? 


Pre-1949 
missionary history in China has 
amply shown how counter-productive 
outside-based efforts were for church- 
building and evangelism. On the 
other hand, the history of the church 
in China since 1949 has shown 
how important self-government, self- 
support and self-propagation are to 
church growth. The church is alive 
and well in China. Under God’s 
care it has grown phenomenally 
in the last 38 years without outside 
help. It is more united than ever. It 
sees the evangelization of the Chinese 
people on the mainland as its own 
responsibility, and ministry in China 
as under its own jurisdiction. 


.Do you see any place for under- 


cover missionaries who are Hong 
Kong Chinese or foreigners? 


. Certainly not. Christian work must 


be open and above-board, with the 
full support of Christians within 
China and enjoy the favor and 
goodwill of the people in general. 
We do not want anything resembling 
religious colonialism in China. We do 
not see why Christian evangelism 
should be done in a secretive or 
underhand way. The China Christian 
Council and the Three-Self Movement 
should not be expected to give 
persons or groups from Hong Kong 
or elsewhere any protection under 
the guise of religious freedom. We 
refrain from exporting a Three-Self 
Movement to Hong Kong. Why do 
those persons in Hong Kong, Chinese 
or foreigners, engaged in “China 
ministries”, wish to impose their 
wills and ways on us? Missionary 
work directed at the mainland from 
groups in Hong Kong would be in 


Declaration which stipulates that, in 
matters concerning religion, the two 
sides are to adhere to the principles of 
non-subordination, non-interference 
and mutual respect. 


. But didn’t Jesus ask his disciples to 


bear witness to him to the ends of 
the earth? 


_The “ends of the earth’ does not 


refer to China in particular. Every 
country and every region is the ends 
of the earth. Let me remind advocates 
of “China ministries” that no less 
than 90% of Hong Kong’s population 
are still outside the churches. Should 
not these advocates be the most 
qualified evangelists to reach those 
souls? Many observers, both in and 
outside the church, have good reason 
to wonder why they are so anxious 
to come to the mainland, since they 
have no love for socialism and the 
government they find here. 


.How do you visualize the future 


state of relationships between the 
churches in_Hong Kong and on the 
mainland? 


_ Relationships will be maintained 


within the framework of the “one 
country, two systems” formula, I 
hope there will be a lot of mutual 
respect, mutual prayer, mutual 
learning and mutual exchange. I 
prefer to see things done openly, 
honestly and above-board for all 
to see, so that it is a witness to Christ 
and not a_ stumbling-block. The 
result will then be the strengthening 
of the work God calls each of us to 
do, with heightened praise and 
thanksgiving. Secret infiltration, 
Bible smuggling and the like are 
harmful to th work and witness 
of the church in China. 


ECUVIEW/Kenneth Fernando: 'The WCC and Sri Lanka's Conflict' EPS 87.07.62 


Fernando is director of the Ecumenical Institute for Study and Dialogue in 
Colombo. This item is excerpted from a longer comment in connection with a 
recent WCC message on Sri Lanka [EPS 87.06.43], which led to considerable 
controversy there. 


... [The WCC Commission of the Churches on International Affairs has] 
consistently endeavoured to help us seek a resolution to our conflict. It 
takes much trouble to keep itself informed of what is going on and how those 
events should be interpreted. ... CCIA would not necessarily consult the local 
church before taking a stand. There can be considerable divergence between 
their perspectives and it cannot be maintained that the local church must 
necessarily be right. The CCIA does ... maintain close personal links with 
the situation by sending representatives when this is seen to be necessary. 


In a situation like the Sri Lankan ethnic conflict it would not be possible 
for the WCC to maintain a running commentary and issue a statement every time 
an incident takes place. However, from time to time it has made statements 


as seem necessary and appropriate in the circumstances. Sometimes it has 
condemned the violence of the Tamil militants, sometimes it has appealed to 
the Sri Lankan government to desist from pursuing military offensives. In 


July 1983 it issued two statements regarding Sri Lanka expressing ... concern 
at the escalation of violence. The WCC also supported efforts for justice 
and national reconciliation in a cable sent to ... the president [of Sri 
Lanka] on 29 July 1983. 


On 6 May 1985, immediately after the explosion on an Air Lanka plane, the WCC | 
condemned this act of violence and appealed to all concerned to make sincere 
efforts to resume negotiations for a settlement. On 22° "April 1987 ,@ 
immediately after the killings in Trincomalee district and in Pettah, the WCC | 
condemned these violent acts and appealed to all concerned to prevent further | 
escalation of violence. On 29 May 1987, the acting general secretary of the | 
WCC, Todor Sabev, issued [another] statement [EPS 87.06.43]. ... The WCC sent 
two unofficial representatives to Sri Lanka for discussion with concerned | 
people here ... from 13-17 June, and during that time [they] met various | 
church leaders and others in an effort to make the services of the WCC 
available to Sri Lanka for the restoration of justice and peace in our land. 


As the statements of the WCC have consistently made clear, the WCC does not 
believe that the Sri Lankan conflict can be solved either by the violence of | 
the militants or military methods of the government. The WCC is convinced 
that military means are bound to be counter-productive and increase violence 
rather than end it. ... Christians must opt for peaceful methods of conflict 
resolution. Furthermore, recent experiences have taught us that armed 
guerillas, supported by whole communities of people, cannot be contained even 
by the large-scale massacre of people, both combatants and innocent civilians. 


In the Sri Lankan situation a military option is likely to attract 
international intervention which will threaten the very existence of our 
country as an independent sovereign state. Even if such action brings 
temporary victories and a cessation of violence, the legacy of hatred and 
bitterness left behind will make the co-existence of the two major communities 
in our country well nigh impossible. It is for these reasons that the WCC has 1 
urged the government and people of Sri Lanka to give up their military 
offensive and seek a negotiated settlement of our conflict. ... 
It is just possible that international friends of Sri Lanka, like the WCC, | 
viewing our problem from an international perspective, are able to see the} 
issues somewhat more clearly than we can ourselves. ... [EPS] ] 


ECUVIEW/K. M. George: ‘Secularism and Communalism in India' EPS 87.07.63 


George is an associate editor of the National Christian Council Review, organ 
of the National Council of Churches in India, from which this is excerpted. 
Christians are about 2.5 percent of India's 780 million people. 


Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi's recent call to initiate a nation-wide discussion 
on secularism seems to have elicited little response. There could be good 
reasons for it. To start with, secularism is a difficult word to be 
translated and understood in Indian languages, though the word and the concept 
remain with us from the time of the drafting of the constitution. For the 
last four decades it was kept afloat mainly by rhetorics rather than by 
reasoning. 


Further, political parties in India including the ruling Congress Party and 
the communist parties have been shaping their electoral logistics mainly ona 
communal basis. Secular democracy remains an alien reality to many an active 
politician. 


The country has witnessed a steady growth in communal consciousness since 
independence. Political idealism and commitment to national goals prevailing 
at the dawn of independence had largely protected the political—intellectual 
leadership in the nation from indulging in thinking on communal basis. Ever 
since, a certain sense of legitimacy and intellectual respectability for 
communally biased thinking has penetrated the elite circles. 


It is nothing surprising today that a so-called national leader makes wild 
claims of his commitment to national unity while standing secure on admittedly 
strong negative, communal grounds. The most dangerous trend today is that 
the communalist and fundamentalist forces are involved in a deliberate act of 
political and intellectual self-legitimization without any sense of guilt or 
shame. 


In the present-day political dictionary of India, religion is a synonym of 
communalism. Religiosity is further identified with irrationality, 
fanaticism and fundamentalism. In a strange way, the communalism of minority 
religions is branded as separatist and secessionist while it is assumed that 
the majority religion could not be separatist and therefore not communal. The 
bizarre logic, believed by many intellectuals, which teaches that Muslims, 
Sikhs, and Christians could be separatist and communalists while Hindus being 
the majority cannot be so, is still posing a major threat to the notion of 
secular democracy in our country. 


It is true that communal forces and extremist elements in this country have 
always claimed the banner of religion. Government policy, the attitude of 
political parties and the self-understanding of certain religious groups have 
equally contributed to the making of such a situation. 


Political parties with their eyes set on vote banks, instead of condemning 
this dangerous alliance, used it to further their own ends. The net result 
is that from political campaigning and the assigning of assembly and 
parliamentary seats to selecting ministers and deciding government policy, the 


spell of communalist religions is appallingly overwhelming. 


With four decades of lip-service to secularism, India's majority religion has 
grown increasingly inimical to it, and the minority religions have neces 
Suspicious of its sustainability in any meaningful way. ... The tradit cand 
Indian political interpretation of secularism as respecting all abe SR 
showing no particular favour to any one religion ceases to DE meaningful to 
religions in India. Indian secularism is in shambles. ... [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Mathai Zachariah: ‘Voluntary Agencies in India‘ EPS 87.07.64 


Zachariah is editor of the National Christian Council Review, organ of the 
National Council of Churches in India. 


... We were surprised when the government rather obsessively started making 
attempts to control the voluntary agencies. ... The issue was brought into the 
limelight recently when over 350 activists representing about 330 voluntary 
organizations from all over India met at the Indian Social Institute, Delhi 
inde es Their primary aim was to oppose the proposed formation of the National 
Council for Voluntary Agencies and the Code of Conduct. 


This proposal to form a statutory council of voluntary agencies working in 
rural areas was made by a group of voluntary agencies themselves. We do not 
know whether the proposal is a government-inspired one. Anyway the 
government was quick to pick it up. 


The government has selected about 70 voluntary agencies all over India and has 
formed a panel to assist them in getting the whole process started. This 
panel consists of "nodal agencies" which will “identify and support small 
groups interested in performing pressure group functions, and make the system 
respond at the block and district level." 


This move by the government to identify and mobilise the support of village 
groups is seen by many as "a subtle and sophisticated attempt of the 
government to co-opt voluntary agencies". Voluntary action will cease to be 
voluntary the moment it accepts control by the government. 


We have to find out why our government is behaving in this manner? Is 
foreign funds for voluntary groups the reason? If so, the government should 
make its much misused and misspent development money available to these 
groups, without linking this help to the proposed Code of Conduct. 


If misuse of funds and other internal abuses are the reasons, the already 


existing control mechanisms could be strengthened and proper supervision 
introduced. 


Walter Fernandes suggests that two changes that have come about recently may 
have threatened the government and others. One is the interest shown by 
international organizations in involving the voluntary sector in the 
implementation of projects. The other is the threat many vested interests 
feel because of the work of awareness building and liberation by these groups. 


The preamble of the proposed bill says that one of the purposes of the bill is 


to protect small groups, but the document gives the impression of wanting to 
control the agencies through centralization. 


No democratic state can remain democratic if voluntary action is suppressed 
and there is need for such action until a truly ‘welfare state' or socialist 
State takes care of questions relating to distributive justice, human rights 


and fundamental freedoms (of religion, of expression, of association, of 
conscience, etc.). 


«+. If the government is bent upon controlling voluntary agencies, then it is 
the task of the churches and all who care for civilized values to take up the 
lost cause of voluntary action with renewed zeal and commitment. : 

R 
Is not the main role of the voluntary sector today the search for alternatives 
to the present social system in India that marginalises the weaker and poorer 
sections in favour of a dominant minority? [EPS] . 


ECUVIEW/Tracy Early: “Letter from New York" EPS 87.07.65 


William F. Fore, a United Methodist minister here who directs. the 
Communications Commission of the National Council of Churches, has just 


published a book on "Television and Religion". His timing could hardly have 
been better. ; 


New York has relatively few of the conservative evangelicals who support the 
"electronic church", but it is the media center of the United States and has 
been caught up in the same fascination as the rest of the country with the 
made-for-television style but real-life drama of Jim and Tammy Bakker [EPS 
otines OL" The public has been entranced with tales of sex scandal, big 
money irregularities and “holy war" power struggles as the Bakkers turned the 
"PTL" show and related amusement park over to another tv evangelist, Jerry 
Falwell, after stories emerged of Jim Bakker's sexual encounter with a young 
woman several years ago, and futile efforts to buy her silence. 


Studies show the electronic church draws only a small percentage of the total 
viewing audience. But it commands intense loyalty among devotees, and takes 
in lots of money. Sometimes clergy of the main line churches are tempted to 
envy, and succumb. Reversing a well-known saying, Fore warns his NCC 
constituents, "If they can't beat ‘em, they shouldn't join ‘em." 
Religiously, he says, tv offers a means for "pre-evangelism", opening up the 
religious questions, but true evangelism and ministry occur in the local 
church. 


Oscar A. Rodriguez Maradiaga, new general secretary of the Latin American 
Roman Catholic bishops, said on a recent visit here that an "invasion" by the 
US electronic church had affected Latin American viewers like a drug, 
diminshing their sense of social responsibility. Rodriguez, who still works 
part-time in his former post as auxiliary bishop of the Honduran capital, 
Tegucigalpa, said a station owner there once explained why he broadcast so 
many of the US evangelists: "They are paying in advance. They are paying 
very well. And they are paying in American dollars." 


By 1980, the tv evangelists, virtually always political conservatives, carried 
influence enough that presidential candidate Ronald Reagan took the necessary 
initiatives to build them into his coalition. Now, scandal has been shaking 
public support for the tv evangelists aS a group just when Reagan's 
credibility has been eroding from the Iran-contra affair, which was managed by 
the zealously religious Oliver North. 


But few sectors of American life are escaping the sifting of these days. 

Gary Hart, a liberal Democrat who hoped to succeed Reagan, had to drop 
precipitously from the presidential race after he got involved with a young 
woman not his wife and lied about it. In New York, the Wall Street community 
has also seen whatever public esteem it enjoyed go into decline with 
conviction of several members for cheating to get richer quicker. Some 
people remarked about the number, including Ivan F. Boesky, the best known and 
wealthiest, who were Jewish, and this stimulated renewed attention in the 


Jewish community to questions of business ethics. 


cern of New York Jews, however, has been the audience the 
Mo ter cd ietyien President Kurt Waldheim. New York's Roman Catholic 
archbishop, John Cardinal O'Connor, warned that criticism of the pope and 
threats by some Jews to boycott a planned meeting with him during his 
September visit to this country [EPS 87.07.--] are pEovelang a Catholic 
backlash. The pope has often denounced the Holocaust, O'Connor stressed. 
Jews replied that the pope has not faced up to the Roman Catholic record in 


European countries during the Nazi era. [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: 'Proposed Clauses on Religious Freedom in Hong Kong' EPS 87.07.66 


The following proposed clauses are on the agenda for discussion this year by 
the Basic Law Drafting Committee, which is preparing documents which will 
reflect principles under which Hong Kong is governed once it reverts to 
Chinese control, in 1997. 


The first proposal (Chapter III, Clause 9), emerged after a meeting in 
mid-March of the Special Group on the Fundamental Rights and Duties of Hong 
Kong Inhabitants. The second proposal (Chapter VI) arose from preliminary 
discussions held by the Special Group on Education, Science, Technology, 
Culture, Sports, and Religion of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region 
(as the colony will be known when it reverts to Chinese control) 


Hong Kong has about 5.5 million inhabitants. Christians are about 10 percent 
of the population. Buddhism, Confucianism, and Taoism are other major 
religious traditions. 


The HKSAR inhabitants have freedom of religious belief, freedom to propagate 
their belief and to organize religious activities. The HKSAR inhabitants 
also have freedom of other beliefs. 


[The following suggestions were also discussed at the meeting on 18 March: 
"The HKSAR has freedom to sponsor religious enterprise." "Religious belief 
cannot be restricted by age limit." The HKSAR inhabitants have the freedom to 
interpret belief to people of any age group."] 


+++ ttettest 


6.1.1 The policy on education, science, technology, culture, sport, 
professional qualification, social service, social welfare, medical and 
sanitary matters, etc. shall be decided by the HKSAR government. 


6.1.2 The relation of the organizations on education, science, technology, 
culture, sport, professional qualification, social welfare, etc. in the 
HKSAR with their respective organizations in the Mainland shall be based 


on the principle of non-subordination, non-interference, and mutual 
respect. 


6.2.3 Institutions of all kinds, including those run by religious and 
community organizations, may retain their autonomy. They may continue 
to recruit staff and teaching materials from outside the HKSAR. 


6.2.5 Religious and community organizations and individuals may continue to 
promote and organize educational enterprises in the HKSAR. 


6.4.1 The HKSAR government shall not interfere with or restrict religious 
activities, mor shall it interfere with the internal matters of 
religious organizations. It shall also permit’ the religious 
organizations in the HKSAR to maintain their existing relationships with 
religious organizations overseas. 


6.4.2 Schools, hospitals, welfare Organizations or social enterprises run by 
religious organizations may continue to develop. 


6.4.3 Religious organizations having the right to hold property, right of 


control and disposal according to law shall continue to retain these 
rights. [EPS] 
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SHOPTALK (54/26) 
NEW EPS TELEPHONE NUMBER: 91.61.56 + EPS NOW HAS A TELEFAX NUMBER: 98.13.46 


The WCC Sub—Unit on Youth (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) has a new brochure on 
its work (including the World Youth Projects Programme, its quarterly 
newsletter, the WCC steward and internship programmes, Ecumenical Youth 
Action, and Cultural Action Workshops. Another new brochure gives details of 
the sub-unit's World Youth Projects Programme. 


People's Theatre (Plot No. 9-B, Housing Colony, Chinna Ikkadu, Tiruvallore - 
602 001, India, is offering a report on its village communication activities 
in the field of development communications in the south Indian state of Tamil 
Nadu. 


Theme of the current (number 97, June) issue of Contact, bimonthly of the WCC 
Christian Medical Commission (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) is Listening and 
Caring: Toward Healing of Nations. It spotlights the CMC's’ Europe 
Consultation on the Christian Understanding of Health, Healing, and Building 
Community, in Budapest last September [EPS 86.10.33]. 


The Association of Teachers and Citizens in Japan Responding to the Korean 
Movement to Democratize Education, a group in which Christians play a leading 
role, has issued a statement. An English translation is available from EPS. 


A report on a week of prayer and fasting marking the second anniversary (11 
July) of the abduction of Rudy Romano, a priest in the Philippines, is 
available from EPS. 


Papers and other documents from the African Christian—Jewish Consultation 
sponsored by the International Jewish Committee on Interreligious 
Consultations and the World Council of Churches in Nairobi last November [EPS 
87.04.137] appear in the Spring 1987 issue of Christian Jewish Relations, 
published by the Institute of Jewish Affairs (11 Hertford Street, London W1Y 
7DX). 


CICARWS, the WCC inter-church aid commission (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20), 
has issued two new appeals (in US dollars): Chile (storm/floods), 50,000, 
24 July; and (with the Christian Conference of Asia) Sri Lanka (ethnic 
conflict), 1.23 million, 23 July. 


The Fifth General Assembly of the All Africa Conference of Churches is 
scheduled for Lome (Togo) 18-25 August. EPS coverage is projected for issues 
to be mailed 26 August and 1 September. 


A WCC calendar of meetings through September 1988 is available from EPS. 

Photo Oikoumene, the periodic WCC photo catalogue, is available to those who 
request it from WCC/Visual Arts, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. A set of back 
catalogues (since February 1981) is available for 15 Swiss francs. You may 
also request photos to go with specific EPS stories. They will be sent at 
your expense as available. 


EPS appears about 45 times a year. Deadlines are Mondays at 7h00 GMT. 


EPS headlines can be telexed to you. We pay for that. You can then ask 
for texts of items you want. You pay for that. 


EPS printing: this issue, 29 July; next issue, 4 August. 


US: CHURCH AGENCIES CONTINUE TO 


E ical P 
AID AFGHAN REFUGEES IN PAKISTAN cUMen! CAL ssRoTS 


Service 87.08.01 


NEW YORK (Tracy Early) - US church agencies are continuing aid for Afghanistan 
refugees in Pakistan despite questioning of the programme by some Pakistanis. 


Robert L. Turnipseed, southern Asia secretary of the [US] National Council of 
Churches, made an on-the-spot assessment during a ten-day visit in Pakistan 
earlier this year. On his return, he acknowledged the validity of the 
questions, but responded by advocating a more comprehensive approach rather 
than an end to the current programme. He asked the church in the US to: 


- "Continue the work among refugees in Pakistan; increase the commitments to 
aid inside [Afghanistan] and in Kabul; strengthen our work among the poor in 
Pakistan; 


- "Support the process of negotiation which would allow the Russians to pull 
out with a face-saving approach; also, begin to deal with the Afghan 
situation and Pakistan in terms of their own needs, and not in terms of the US 
confrontation with the Soviet Union; 


- "Urge that military aid to Pakistan be reduced, but (that the US) increase 
development aid, especially that which can be made available through voluntary 
agencies." 


In an interview, Turnipseed said the refugees - now estimated at four million 
- are increasingly felt as a burden in Pakistan. Many Pakistanis, he said, 
complain of economic competition, and hold the refugees to blame for a growing 
scourge of drugs and violence. The Afghan mujahideen - guerrillas esteemed 
on the right as patriots and freedom fighters resisting Russian communist 
tyranny, disdained on the left as _ feudal tribalists resisting a more 
progressive social order - get a lot of guns from the United States. Many, 
Turnipseed was told, show up on the open market. Resettling the refugees 
elsewhere is hardly feasible, he said, because most of them still look for the 
day when they can return home. So, more than seven years after the Soviet 
intervention, their presence in Pakistan threatens to become permanent. 


Some church leaders in Pakistan, Turnipseed reported, oppose refugee 
assistance on political grounds, contending that Pakistani President Mohammad 
Zia ul-Haq uses the Afghans to get backing from the United States and keep 


himself in power. 


Another type of question, Turnipseed said, concerns ‘poor Pakistanis. 

Although many of them fare worse than the refugees, he said, they complain of 
getting less help. He also said that many people in Afghanistan need 
assistance more than the refugees because of the Soviet military's "brutal 


tactics against the civilian population". 


Church sources have sent some food, medicine, tents, blankets and agricultural 
supplies for those Afghans, he said. To show that compassion extends to all 
sides, he said, they also give "nominal assistance" to a physiotherapy unit in 


Kabul, the Afghanistan capital. 


Turnipseed's office and related denominations help poor Pakistanis by funding 
numerous development projects and - when visas come through -_ sending 
personnel. Margery Mayer, a United Methodist executive with responsibility 
for Pakistan, said her denomination's last missionaries there, Richard and 
Dorothy Lockman, retired in May, but she is trying to get PARAS Jue "te ae 
agricultural workers and a physician to serve in Lahore. S3er 


refugees/2 


Catholic Relief Services, aid agency of the US Roman Catholic bishops, also 
continues a dual refugee and development emphasis. Mary Catherine Gerwe, 
executive for the region including Pakistan, said the country's 1987 budget 
was 500,000 US dollars for refugees and 200,000 US dollars for development. 
But CRS sends nothing across the border into Afghanistan, she said. 


Bruce Rogers, who represented parts of the NCC in Pakistan from 1982 until 
last February, said the "most articulate" opponent of the refugee programme 
there is J.V.Samuel, bishop of Multan in the [United] Church of Pakistan. 


Although Christians in Pakistan are generally “the poorest of the poor and the 
lowliest of the low", Rogers said, most of their leaders favour Zia over his 
leftist opponents. 


People's Party President Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, overthrown in 1977 and executed 
in 1979, spoke contemptuously of the churches and nationalised their schools, 
Rogers said. "The present government, repressive as it is", he said, "has 
taken care to not treat the Christians badly." 


Rogers said church officials supporting the refugee programme were so upset 
over the absence of criticism of the Soviet Union in a 1983 World Council of 
Churches resolution on Afghanistan [EPS 83.van.52], that they stopped 
accepting WCC help for the programme. But, he said, many church agencies 
remained involved in it, and after the annual meeting of church financial 
supporters, in London at the end of May, there was a consensus to continue 
aid, he reported. 


Despite Kabul's calls for "reconciliation", Rogers said, over the past year 
"the Russians have escalated the military part of the situation dramatically". 
In the last half of 1986, he said, 70,000 refugees, more than in all 1985 and 
more needy, entered Pakistan, and the rate Stays high. 


This presents a humanitarian call to which the church must respond, he said. 


"I can't let people go hungry or cold or without shelter for any political 
ideology", he observed. 


Church World Service began its refugee work, Rogers said, in partnership with 
Pakistan's Inter-Aid Committee, set up by Joseph Cardinal Cordeiro, Roman 


Catholic archbishop in Karachi and Arne Rudvin, Church of Pakistan bishop 
there. 


But Cordeiro, Rogers said, did not want to see the Afghan refugee programme 
become permanent, and also objected to the committee's work across the border. 


So the committee became inactive at the end of March, and responsibility 
passed to a new entity called Inter-Church Aid, with sponsorship by Rudvin and 
Church of Pakistan Bishop Khair Ud Din of Peshawar. Medical work was handed 
over to the Christian Hospitals Refugee Extension Project. 


Ashebar Mengistu, an Ethiopian (Eritrean) sent by the NCC to assist the 
Inter-Aid Committee in refugee work, took Rogers' place on his departure, and 
heads the Inter-Church Aid secretariat in Karachi. 


Meanwhile, Rogers said, Pakistani Christians - a two percent minority - face 
another serious challenge as their nation considers how far to go with 


Islamization and applying Islamic law to all Pakistanis. "That debate hangs 
in the balance today", he said. [EPS] 
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CHURCH MONITORING CREDITED Ecumenical Press 
WITH CORPORATE IMPROVEMENTS Service 87.08.02 


This item is adapted from material distributed by the Swiss church-related 
aid and development agency, Pane Per I Fratelli. 


BASEL (Switzerland) = The working and manufacturing conditions of the US-based 
Del Monte company in the Philippines nowadays conform to their guarantee that 
products are being manufactured under conditions "socially and economically 
above-average" in those Third World countries involved. Further improvements 
are to follow. 


That was the conclusion reached by a delegation of Swiss aid organizations and 
the Swiss food co-operative Migros, checking up on Del Monte's compliance with 
their "social clause" in Mindanao earlier this year. As a model case, the Del 
Monte situation is significant in many respects. 


It all began with a report by two members of the US Mennonite Central 
Committee, observing the socially damaging effect of the expansion of 
pineapple plantations by the Del Monte subsidiary Philippine Packing 
Corporation (PPC) on the island of Mindanao after 1975. Local agencies as 
well as staff members of Swiss aid organizations completed these 
investigations, which led to an open debate on Del Monte pineapple products, 
sold exclusively in Switzerland by Migros. 


The ensuing critical discussion, mainly taken up by consumer organizations and 
church circles, focused on unsatisfactory wages and working conditions, 
frequently ruthless acquisition of land, impediments in the way of independent 
labour unions, and the introduction of pesticides into the area. Migros 
finally reacted by inviting Del Monte managers and their critics within the 
aid organizations to a discussion in Ziirich. 


On the basis of suggestions outlined on that particular occasion, Del Monte 
agreed via Migros in June 1983 to guarantee conditions of work and production 
"socially and economically above-average" — equally applicable to all of their 
subsidiaries within Third World countries. 


This "social clause" however seemed much too vague and uncontrollable in the 
eyes of the aid organizations. Subsequently Migros agreed to a mutually 
organized evaluation, whose result was a declaration that "regarding pineapple 
production on Mindanao, Del Monte is adhering to the aforementioned social 
clause." In addition, "Del Monte management has reacted positively to the 


suggestions formulated by the visiting delegation.” 


This sounds quite harmonious, though it actually was the result of much hard 
discussion and quite detailed investigation. Del Monte representatives were 
quite explicit that they were chiefly taking such steps because not to do so 
might otherwise create an unfavourable brand image in the long run. Thus, 
pressure from Swiss aid organizations - via Del Monte marketing decisions - 
has at least contributed to the improvement of the social and economic 
conditions prevailing within an area of roughly 100,000 inhabitants. 


ss francs in total on the Del 
That is roughly the yearly cost 
ly have the large-scale 


The aid organizations spent roughly 50,000 Swi 
Monte/Migros project in the years 1980-1987. 
of a small development project, but such projects rare 
influence this social clause has had. 


say Migros’ participation has been an 


izations involved 
The aid organ _ 


"extraordinary and constructive step forward". 


Adventists report donations down; Bakker scandal cited EPS 87.08.03 
NEWBURY PARK (California/US) -— Adventist Press Service reports that combined 
financial support for three programmes of the Adventist Media Center here are 
down 8.7 percent (365,000 US dollars) in the first five months of 1987, 
compared with the comparable period last year. Center president Robert Jacobs 
says his programme directors think the drop is a “direct response to the 
Bakker scandal [involving Pentecostal tv evangelist Jim Bakker; EPS 87.04.17, 
62, 05.79] and the sumptuous living the investigations have revealed." [EPS] 


France: church confederation formed EPS 87.08.04 
PARIS — The 82 congregations of the French Baptist Federation, and the 50 of 
the Union of Evangelical Free Churches, have formed a confederation, United 
Evangelical Churches, to work together on evangelism, with youth, and in the 
mass media. [EPS] 


Greece: Eastern Orthodox bishop greets Adventist communicators EPS 87.08.05 
ATHENS - Eastern Orthodox Bishop Chrysostomos of Dodoni, abbot of Pendeli 
monastery, greeted participants in a European Adventist meeting here. In 
another Greek Adventist development, Leland Yialelis, president of the 
Adventist mission here, denied re-entry to Greece as an “undesirable alien" 
last October, was given permission to enter Greece for three months from the 
end of April. However, Yialelis has since established his Greek nationality. 
[EPS] 


British Methodists act on Aids, deacons EPS 87.08.06 
PORTSMOUTH - The British Methodist Conference (here, 26 June-3 July; EPS 
87.07.20) called for an ecumenical summit on the disease Aids. The British 
Council of Churches and the Free Church Federal Council were asked to convene 
an ecumenical consultation on Aids "to further an appropriate Christian 
response" at every level. In other action, the conference asked for an 
investigation of the fundraising methods of a Methodist organisation, the 
National Children's Home, and of its relationship to the denomination. It 
also accepted 12 candidates for the Wesley Deaconess Order, including (for the 
first time) four men. [EPS] 


Lebanese Foundation for Permanent Civil Peace holds consultation EPS 87.08.07 
AYIA NAPA (Cyprus) - The Lebanese Foundation for Permanent Civil Peace held 
its first consultation at the ecumenical conference centre here (8-12 July). 
It was attended by 23 Lebanese from various parts of the country and different 
religious communities. Foundation members represent several sectors of 
society, including religion. One participant summed up the task as "to build 
the believer - the ecumenical one - who is prepared to go ahead with 
dialogue." [EPS] 


SA: Leader of Anglican offshoot resigns EPS 87.08.08 
PRETORIA — Dudley Foord, presiding bishop of the Church of England in South 
Africa, has resigned. The denomination, though it has Anglican roots, is not 
accepted in world Anglican bodies such as the Anglican Consultative Council 
and Lambeth Conference, and much of its membership supports South African 
government policies of white domination. When Foord, from Australia, was 
consecrated bishop for the CESA in 1984 by Australian Anglican Archbishop 
Donald Robinson of Sydney [EPS 84.02.85], hopes were expressed that it might 
be a step towards reconciliation with the recognized Anglican body in the 
region, the Church of the Province of Southern Africa, one of whose bishops 
was present for the occasion. However, according to a report in Church Scene, 
an Australian Anglican weekly, "the reconciliation climate turned sour at the 
time ... Foord took his place in South Africa, and he has been a more or less 
lame duck since quite early days." Robinson said recent changes in CESA have 
led him to believe that it is no longer Anglican. [EPS] 


SACC general secretary reacts to detentions EPS 87.08.09 
PORT ELIZABETH (South Africa) - General Secretary Frank Chikane of the South 
African Council of Churches has reacted to the detention (here, 22 July) of 
Murphy Morobe and Mohammed Valli, two leaders of the United Democratic Front, 
a major opponent of apartheid, the South African system of minority-white 
domination. Chikane said their detentions, and others, show South Africa's 
rulers are "not prepared to enter free and open discussions with political 
leaders who have the confidence and support of a considerable part of the 
South African people, if not of the majority." He called the detentions "acts 
of violence" by government authorities "who do not dare to test by free 
elections in a united South Africa whether they have a mandate." [EPS] 


US: gun lobby asks for patron saint EPS 87.08.10 
WASHINGTON - John Snyder, chief lobbyist for the [US] Citizens Committee for 
the Right to Keep and Bear Arms, has written to the Vatican suggesting that 
Gabriel Possenti be formally declared a saint. Possenti was a 19th-century 
Italian priest who reportedly routed a squad of renegage soldiers with two 
pistols. Snyder said Possenti's sainthood would show that "an instrument, in 
the hands of a person committed in heart, mind, and soul to Almighty God, may 
be used to bring about practical good here on earth. [EPS] 


Priest arrested for drug smuggling EPS 87.08.11 
ROME - Italian authorities last month arrested a Greek Catholic archimandrite 
(that is, a Roman Catholic priest of an Eastern rite) from Lebanon, Butros 
Jurayjiry Abdo, on charges of concealing three kilograms of heroin in his 
vestments. Some media reports wrongly identified the arrested priest as an 
Eastern Orthodox archbishop. [EPS] 


Norway: dangerous decline in number of pastors seen EPS 87.08.12 
OSLO -— Church of Norway News (CNN) reports a "serious lack of pastors and 
other church workers appears to threaten the [Lutheran] Church of Norway [NK] 
during the coming decade." An official of the NK National Council, Frank 
Grimstad, says "drastic measures" will be needed, including shortening 
theological studies from five to three years, access to pastoral ministry for 
"persons of other backgrounds, openness for local solutions, more awareness of 
vocation and visions in church education", and improvements in NK personnel 
policy. CNN also reports some of the country's minority Christian traditions 
- notably Baptists and Pentecostals - have pastoral shortages. "Insufficient 
salaries, little spare time, and a heavy pressure of expectations", have 
reportedly prompted several to begin business careers. [EPS] 


South Africa/Norway: building sale prompts criticism EPS 87.08.13 

DURBAN - The decision of the Norwegian Seamen's Mission to sell its church 
building here to the Natal Association for the Deaf, has prompted negative 
church reaction. Andreas Aarflot, presiding bishop of the [Lutheran] Church 
of Norway (NK), says he is "ashamed" the mission didn't sell the property to 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Southern Africa. The mission, one of 
several quasi-independent agencies within the Norwegian church, says the ELCSA 
offer arrived late and was not concrete enough. The mission was reportedly 
urged by NK officials to delay the sale. Questions have been raised as to 
whether the Natal association is a church organization, and about its attitude 


towards South Africa's apartheid system. 


Norway: pastors’ anti-abortion struggles getting little support EPS 87.08.14 

OSLO — Dramatic anti-abortion protests by two pastors of the eget ti comes 
of Norway (NK), Borre Knudsen and Ludvig Nessa, have received "little support 
according to Church of Norway News. The two, dressed in clerical robes, have 
been "hauled out of maternity hospitals and operating rooms ... by police, 
accused of annoying patients and personnel." NK bishops in the area have been 


critical. [EPS] 


Japan: Kyodan council objects to emperor's Okinawa visit EPS 87.08.15 
TOKYO — The Executive Council of the Kyodan (United Church of Christ in Japan) 
(meeting here, 13-14 July) objected to plans for Japanese Emperor Hirohito to 
visit the Japanese island prefecture of Okinawa in October. The council 
includes among its reasons the emperor's wish to "comfort the spirits of the 
victims of the Battle of Okinawa" during World War II. It says this relates 
to "the state's ranking and control of the dead, and the preparation of a 
system to honour the spirits of the war dead, as a step towards Japan's 
remilitarization." It also warns that the athletic meet there at the time of 
the visit "will serve as a state tool to control the unique identity of 
Okinawa people." [EPS] 


England: church report spotlights rural poverty EPS 87.08.16 
HEREFORD —- A report released last month by the Anglican diocese here, drawing 
on unpublished government material, has underlined problems of rural poverty 
in England. The [Anglican] Church of England has a commission looking into 
the situation in rural areas, much as an earlier commission examined urban 
problems in its report "Faith in the City” [EPS 86.01.01]. 


World Baptists accept new member EPS 87.08.17 
AMMAN (Jordan) - Meeting here last month, the Council of the Baptist World 
Alliance accepted the Evangelical Baptist Church in the Ivory Coast as the 
BWA's 137th member. It also approved a BWA budget of about one million US 
dollars, and reviewed preliminary plans for the 16th Baptist World Congress, 
in 1990 in Seoul (South Korea). [EPS] 


Lithuanians mark 600 years of Christianity EPS 87.08.18 
ROME/VILNIUS (Lithuania/USSR) - Celebrations in these two cities (28 June) 
marked the 600th anniversary of Christianity in what is now the Soviet 
republic of Lithuania. The Soviet press agency Novosti criticized Lithuanian 
broadcasts by Vatican Radio, in particular programmes on the anniversary. It 
said the station wished to draw Lithuanian priests into nationalistic and 
anti-Soviet attitudes. [EPS] 


Latvian group to defend human rights includes many clergy EPS 87.08.19 
RIGA — England-based Keston College reports (23 July) that 14 of 15 founding 
members of a new group to defend Christian rights, Rebirth and Renewal, are 
Lutheran pastors, including the rector and three lecturers at the Latvian 
Lutheran seminary. The group's founding document says its main aim is to 
defend openly the right of Latvians to lead a Christian life, including 
publication of religious literature, and education of children and young 
people “in a Christian spirit", It suggests pastors send suggestions to 
revise Soviet laws which affect religion to the state authorities, and to 
apply the Soviet policy of “"glasnost" ("openness") by replying to attacks on 
religion in the Soviet press. [EPS] 


Tanzania: leaders express concern on religious tolerance EPS 87.08.20 
DAR ES SALAAM - Tanzanian President Ali Hassan Mwinyi has expressed concern 
over religious contention in this country of 22 million, where Islam and 
Christianity each account for 30 to 40 percent of the population. Africa 
Church Information Service reports that the president, a Muslim, has been 
warning against "disruptive elements" provoking splits in a country which 
"previously had known nothing but religious tolerance." [EPS] 


New Caledonia: independence group asks church solidarity EPS 87.08.21 
NOUMEA - FLNKS, the group seeking independence for New Caledonia, a French 
Pacific overseas territory, has written to church leaders here inviting them 
to "be in solidarity with a great manifestation of hope" to hasten the end of 
a "colonial situation" maintained "in the name of democratic values." [EPS] 


Mormons promote "divine significance" of US constitution EPS 87.08.22 
SALT LAKE CITY - The Church of Jesus: Christ of Latter-day Saints (the Mormons) 
has published for its US members a special booklet highlighting the "divine 
significance" and "divine origin” of the US constitution and its principles. 
The three-member Mormon First Presidence has asked that the booklet be used as 
the subject of "family home evening" lessons by all Mormon families in the 
US. Joseph Smith, Mormonism's 19th-century founder, called the US 
constitution a "glorious standard" and a "heavenly banner". [EPS] 


Sudan: non-Muslims exempted from Islamic law EPS 87.08.23 
KHARTOUM - Sudan Prime Minister Sadiq Al Mahdi has announced that the 
non-Muslim minority in the country will be exempted from punishment prescribed 
by Sharia (Islamic law). Introduction of Sharia four years ago by the then- 
President Gaafar Nimeiry prompted major protests from Christians and members 
of other religious minorities. [EPS] 


Asia: church reps meet on dialogue EPS 87.08.24 
SINGAPORE - Meeting here (5-10 July), more than 50 representatives of the 
Christian Conference of Asia, and of the [Roman Catholic] Federation of Asian 
Bishops' Conferences, from 14 countries, stressed the "urgent priority" of 
interfaith dialogue. The group urged Christians to be attentive to "the 
insights of other religious traditions", and called them "our fellow pilgrims 
on the way". In most countries in Asia, Christians are a tiny minority of the 
population. [EPS] 


Buddhists visiting Christian monasteries EPS 87.08.25 
KYOTO (Japan) - A group of 17 Japanese Buddhists is to visit Christian 
monasteries in six European countries (23 August-16 September). The exchange 
is the third in a series which began in September 1979. [EPS] 


Japan: evangelicals ask forgiveness EPS 87.08.26 
TOKYO - The Domei (the Japan Evangelical Association, which counts 40 
denominations and 26 parachurch agencies as members) has asked for forgiveness 
from believers in other Asian and Pacific nations for what they suffered 
because of Japanese activities before and during World War II. The group also 
voted to join the Evangelical Fellowship of Asia and the World Evangelical 
Fellowship. Of the 120 million Japanese, about one percent are reckoned as 
Christians. [EPS] 


WCC and CCA appeal for 1.23 million US dollars for Sri Lanka EPS 87.08.27 

GENEVA/SINGAPORE - In a joint appeal, the World Council of Churches and the 
Christian Conference of Asia are asking for 1.23 million dollars to help meet 
humanitarian and relief needs in Sri Lanka because of the ethnic conflict 
there. A report from CICARWS, the WCC inter-church aid commission, outlines 
ways in which the money could be used by the Jaffna (Sri Lanka) diocese of the 
[United] Church of South India, Methodist Church in Sri Lanka, YMCA/YWCA, 
National Council of Churches, Eastern Rehabilitation Organisation, Refugees 


Rehabilitation Organisation, and other groups. [EPS] 


USA: Baptists invite ecumenical discussion on Christian outreach EPS 87.08.28 
RICHMOND (Virginia) - R. Keith Parks, president of the Southern Baptist 
Foreign Mission Board, has invited leaders of 36 denominations and 
organizations to discuss concerns "in reaching all the eas of our 
generation for Christ." In his invitation letter, Parks asked, "Is there a 
way to share information or plans that would avoid wasted effort and lost 
time?" Among groups receiving the Parks letter are two other Baptist 
denominations, Christian and Missionary Alliance, Assemblies of God, yoesee 
Methodist Church, Presbyterian Church (USA), Billy Graham Events” stic 
Association, American Bible Society, Wycliffe Bible Translators, engus 
Crusade for Christ, and North American Charismatic Renewal. [EPS] 


Fiji: church leaders issue statement on the situation EPS 87.08.29 
SUVA - Six Fiji church leaders are backing efforts by the country's 
governor-general for a “return to democracy" following the overthrow of the 
government earlier this year [EPS 87.05.71, 06.01]. Noting that the Pacific 
island nation's diversity is often hidden by "stereotypes", the leaders 
observed: "We are watching each other like hawks; our need is to work 
together. ... Dialogue is our need, not confrontation, revenge, and fear. ... 
Why are soldiers at so many places where their usefulness is unclear? Why are 
informers active behind arrests, searches, and harassment? Why are evil 
rumours, which can be self-fulfilling, so freely spread about?" they ask. 
"Such activities can threaten our economy, social life, and the path back to 
political democracy." [EPS] 


North America: 40,000 charismatics expected for congress EPS 87.08.30 
NEW ORLEANS - Upwards of 40,000 charismatic Christians were expected at the 
North American Congress on the Holy Spirit and World Evangelization, here last 
month. In terms of registration, Roman Catholic, "non—denominational", 
Anglican, and Lutheran were expected to be the top four categories. Three 
heads of denominations were on the programme - US Anglican Presiding Bishop 
Edmond Lee Browning; Church of God (Cleveland, Tennessee) General Overseer 
Raymond Crowley; and Pentecostal Holiness Bishop Leon Stewart. [EPS] 


Canada: Parliament rejects bid to restore capital punishment EPS 87.08.31 
TORONTO - The Canadian Parliament has rejected a proposal to restore capital 
punishment, following an emotional national debate, including a_ strong 
campaign against the death penalty by Canadian church leaders. Public opinion 
polls suggest 70 percent of Candians support capital punishment. Canada's 
last executions were in 1962. [EPS] 


Canada: church reps play role in redraft of refugee legislation EPS 87.08.32 
TORONTO - The Canadian government has redrafted and delayed proposed 
legislation which would have drastically curtailed the number of refugees 
entering Canada. The government action followed a campaign by a coalition 
including the Canadian Council of Churches, Canadian Jewish Congress, and 
Amnesty International. [EPS] 


Canada: RC bishops question free trade with USA EPS 87.08.33 
TORONTO - In a new discussion paper, Canada's Roman Catholic bishops strongly 
question the wisdom and morality of Canadian participation in a free-trade 
pact with the United States, on grounds it could limit Canada's economic and 
political independence. [EPS] 


South Korea: church reps welcome near ‘dawn for democracy' EPS 87.08.34 

SEOUL - In a message to overseas partners on recent developments in the 
country, the officers and staff of the six-denomination National Council of 
Churches in [South] Korea refer to a "political dawn for democracy" being 
"near at hand. We praise the Lord for his intervention and guidance leading 
us towards peaceful solution. We thank our fellow followers of the teaching 
of the cross for your continuous Support through prayer and other ways. We 
request your continuous prayer for us for the days to come, that we may be 


kept in steadfast faith and Strengthened in fulfilling our tasks in 
obedience." [EPS] 


Kenya: president criticizes critical bishop; says he can speak EPS 87.08.35 

NAIROBI - Kenyan President Daniel arap Moi says the outspoken Anglican Bishop 
David Gitari is making "unwarranted" criticism of his motherland in the 
presence of foreigners, but that Gitari is allowed to speak his mind because 
Kenya is a democracy. Other government officials have been critical of Gitari 


sermons delivered in June. "We do not preach the gospel to please leaders of 
political parties", the bishop said (28 June). [EPS] 


——— ee 


PEOPLETALK: Ecumenical Beings and Doings EPS 87.08.36 


Luc de Smet, associate director of the International Peace Information 


Service in Antwerp has been appointed disarmament researcher at the 
church-related Life and Peace Institute in Uppsala. 


WfadysYaw Lornac, who has chaired the Polish committee for radio and tv, has 
succeeded Adam Yopatka as head of the government office for religious 
affairs. The change came about a month before the pope's visit to Poland. 


Jim Newton, long-time writer and editor for Baptist Press, the news service 
of the [US] Southern Baptist Convention, has been named communications 
director for the Singapore-based Lausanne Committee for World Evangelization. 


The [US] National Council of Churches has three new staff executives — Arthur 
O. Van Eck, an NCC staff member since 1982, associate general secretary for 
education and ministry (succeeding David Ng); Dorothy J. Marple, assistant 
general secretary for operations; and Ronald Vallet, assistant general 
secretary for stewardship. Currently, Marple is co-ordinator of the 
Transition Team for the formation of the new Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America (and before that, she was assistant to the bishop of the Lutheran 
Church in America); Vallet is stewardship executive of the American Baptist 
Churches. 


Karoly Toth is the new bishop president of the general synod of the Reformed 
Church in Hungary. He succeeds retired bishop Tibor Bartha. 


Burgess Carr, a Liberian Anglican priest who was general secretary of the 
All Africa Conference of Churches for seven years, is the new Africa officer 
for the [US-based Anglican] Episcopal Church. 


Sam Kobia is the new general secretary of the National Council of Churches 
of Kenya. He succeeds John Kamau. Most recently, Kobia has_ been 
co-ordinator of church development activities for the NCCK. Before that, he 
worked at the World Council of Churches. 


Volkmar Deile is the new organising secretary for the ecumenical convocation 
on "peace with justice" to be sponsored by the Conference of European Churches 
in early 1989. Currently on the staff of the FRG Kirchentag organization, he 
begins his CEC work in September. 


Max Thurian, the Reformed theologian and member of the ecumenical Taizé 
community, has received an honorary doctorate from the Pontifical University 
of Salamanqua (Spain) to honour the whole of his theological, liturgical, and 


ecumenical work over the decades. 


Per Ldnning, who resigned as bishop of the diocese of Borg in the [Lutheran] 
Church of Norway in 1975 to protest a then-new law which made legal abortion 
easier in Norway, has been appointed bishop of the Bjérevin diocese. Because 
of the country's church-state links, the appointment, following elections 
(which strongly favoured Lénning) among various groups in the church, is by 
the government. Its leader, Prime Minister Gro Harlem Brundtland, was a 
member of the 1975 government which proposed the abortion act to which Ldnning 


objected. 


a pastor in the [Lutheran] Church of Norway (NK), is 
the country's combined YW/YWCA, which 
functions as a quasi-independent organization within the Norwegian church. 
She is the first woman to hold the post. Leaders of some other ate 
independent NK organizations have indicated they might boycott next year's 
convention of them because they object to the ordination of women. [EPS] 


Ingrid Wenaas Holte, 
the new general secretary of NKUF, 


ECUVIEW/Alan P. F. Sell: ‘Practising What Reformed Preach" EPS 87.08.37 
Sell is theological secretary at the World Alliance of Reformed Churches. 


.. One of the most persistent contradictions within the Reformed family is 
that we, who have proclaimed God's free salvation by grace, at least as loudly 
as anyone else, have time and again fallen into legalisms of our own making. 


Consider the Lord's Supper. In the second century A.D. the pagan philosopher 
Celsus criticised Christians for opening the Lord's table to all and sundry. 
The followers of the pagan mysteries were much more circumspect: "Those who 
summon people to the other mysteries make this preliminary proclamation: 
Whosoever has pure hands and a wise tongue. And again, others. say: 
Whosoever is pure from all defilement, and whose soul knows nothing of evil, 
and who has’ lived well and righteously. Such are the preliminary 
exhortations of those who promise purification from sins. But let us hear 
what folk these Christians call. Whosoever is a sinner, they say, whosoever 
is unwise, whosoever is a child, and, in a word, whosoever is a wretch, the 
kingdom of God will receive him." 


Celsus could not understand such a gospel! There have been times when God's 
Reformed people do not seem to have understood it very well either; they have 
behaved in a manner of which Celsus would have approved. 


Nearly a century ago, Robert Mackintosh wrote that an all-too-prevalent kind 
of Reformed Christian believed that "“doctrinally and emotionally he was to 
live by grace; but his conduct was to be exactly the same as if he expected 
to be justified by works ... The sacrament of the Lord's Supper, instead of 
being the centre of Christian fellowship, as in the early church, was to be a 
rare and exceptional privilege ... Before receiving the sacrament, one must 
‘examine' himself; not, as the apostle meant, to remind oneself what he was 
doing and what he might hope to gain - but in order to ascertain whether he 
was legally perfect. This self-examination was to be regularly accompanied 
by humiliation and fasting. At service after service the Christian should 
hear the law of God ringing his death-knell - 'The soul that sinneth, it shall 
die - it shall die!’ Until finally, when he had been brought very low - 
almost as low as before he became a 'believer' and a ‘professor’ — then, at 
the eleventh hour, it was allowed to come to him, as a happy thought, that 
there was such a thing as grace with God." 


Or again, consider the way in which, whilst proclaiming God's grace which 
accepts us unconditionally, we have erected sectarian, non—biblical barriers 
between ourselves and other Christians - even Reformed ones. --. Of course 
truth matters. But let us pause before declaring that we have it all. of 
course church order matters, but let us beware of elevating secondary things 
into terms of Christian fellowship. In the 17th century, Richard Baxter, the 
Reformed pastor par excellence, wisely advised his contemporaries not to "make 
a larger creed and more necessaries than God hath done", 


The crucial thing is the relation of truth to love. God calls us 
unconditionally in Christ. But what did Garrison Keillor's grandpa say about 
the Johnson Brethren in the best-selling novel Lake Wobegon Days? "Any time 
they want to come to us and admit their mistake, we're perfectly happy to sit 
and listen to them and then come to a decision about accepting them back." 

There you have the heart of sectarianism: we alone have the truth, and we 
will graciously accept you only when you see things in our way. As Baxter's 
contemporary, John Howe, saw long ago, "without all controversy the main inlet 
of all the distractions, confusions and divisions of the Christian world, hath 


NPE BREE A other conditions of church communion than Christ hath done." 
» seal BES 
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ECUVIEW/Lubomir Mirejovsky: 'Marxists and Christians’ EPS 87.08.38 


Mirejovsky is general secretary of the Christian Peace Conference, based in 
Prague. This is excerpted from an article which appeared in the conference's 


Bulletin, and later in the Review of the National Council of Churches in 
India. 


.-.- A person who does not know the intellectual milieu in the Eastern European 
countries might easily believe, especially if he or she is not able to free 
him or herself from the influence of the adverse propaganda generated by the 
ideological struggle between the East and the West, that an atheist must be a 
primitive, vicious barbarian. Fortunately an atheist or Marxist-Leninist 
philosopher is not only well-educated, but he is profoundly devoted to the 


ideals of humanism, reverence of life, truth and justice, and high moral 
standards. 


Atheists consider their aims to be the continuation of the mental activity and 
reflexions of a long line of thinkers such as Thales, Herakleitos, Lucretius, 
Giordano Bruno Baruch Spinoza, Thomas Hobbes, David Hume, Ludwig Feuerbach 
and, naturally, Marx, Engels and Lenin - to mention only a few of the names 
one encounters in reading the atheists' works. 


They respect and do not hesitate to quote distinguished Christian authors; in 
Czechoslovakia they acknowledge their affinity with the ideas of John Huss, 
the Czech religious reformer, and Bishop Jan Amos Comenius, the Czech 
Christian universalist and pioneer of modern education. 


In other words, Marxists and Christians share and benefit from the common 
inheritance of humankind. The only difference is that Marxist-Leninist 
thought is principally monistic and derives its system from the time-space 
dimension, whereas Christian reflection tends to be dualistic since it 
recognizes the vertical dimension of eternity and the spirit as being 
qualitatively different from the horizontal dimension of time and matter. 


Anyone who ever attempted to contemplate the mystery of the origins of being, 


life, and humanity knows how difficult these questions are. In the past, 
attempts were made to solve them by imprisonment, banning, expulsion, or 
execution. It is beyond the dignity of modern society to return to such 


methods or even to believe that a nuclear war might answer the question. 


In the socialist countries a considerable number of atheists and Christians 
are engaged in a productive dialogue which should contribute to the solution 
of national as well as global problems and eventually open up an inquiry in 


the realm of metaphysics. 


If an attempt is made to forecast the future development of the countries of 
Eastern Europe, the following characteristics should be noted. The socialist 
societies will continue to improve their economies and intensify their 
political life with a view to ensuring an efficient socialist democracy. ... 
A regression back to capitalism, to free or unplanned economies, to liberal 
democracy based on the bickering of political parties is impossible. 


There is no reason to believe that the activity of the churches and religious 
groups will cease to exist. ... The churches, therefore, will have to find 


their place in the changed society. .-- 
Marxists and Christians must stop wasting their 


d must concentrate their motivations and 
global responsibility and solidarity. 


In the socialist countries, 
energies in senseless strifes an 
energies on generating moral support for 
+. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Kwok Nai Wang: ‘The Church in Hong Kong' EPS 87.08.39 


Kwok Nai Wang is general secretary of the Hong Kong Christian Council. This 
item is excerpted from his column in the council's English-language quarterly. 


The church always recognizes that the church and society are both God's 
creation, and as such they are under God's absolute sovereignty. Therefore, 
the church should not care for itself only, but it should care for the entire 
society as well. This is the story of the church in Hong Kong, in that it 
always struggles to better serve the Hong Kong society. 


For the first 100 years, the church in Hong Kong engaged mainly in 
evangelistic work. Through this, it has enabled many people to accept the 
Word and choose Life. 


Then came the influx of refugees in the 1950s. The church responded by 
serving them in providing enormous welfare, medical and educational 
services. In the beginning they centred around care, but then gradually they 
began treatment and development work also. 


Over the years, by providing about one-third of the social services directly 
or indirectly, the church has been an important instrument in assisting to 
make Hong Kong a more just society. 


Since the very beginning of the 1980s, the church started to realize that 
social structures and public policies affected greatly the livelihood of the 
common people, 


Hence, in a major mission consultation sponsored by the Council in 1980, one 
of the top priorities set forth was that the church should participate in 
formulating public policies. The church's social concern moved into a new 
era, 


As we move closer to 1997 [when Chinese control of Hong Kong begins], whilst 
the many social needs remain to be tackled, obviously the greatest need that 
has surfaced is in the political arena. 


Hong Kong needs a good Basic Law whereby citizens of the future Special 
Administrative Region may be granted the maximum elbow room to live and to 
work. The church needs to communicate this to the Beijing and the London 
governments. 


In mapping out a future government in Hong Kong (both the drafting of the 
Basic Law and the review of the further development of a representative 
government are concerned with this), the great debate naturally is whether the 
present and the future legislature, as well as the executive head of the 
future SAR government, should be directly elected. 


It's so obvious that the economically well-to-do and the privileged class 
would try to block direct elections and the less-—well-to-do and the socially 
deprived would prefer direct elections. The church should encourage people 
to speak up on this issue. Also, my view is that if the church believes any 
government as entrusted by God is for the people and by the people, it should 
take an unequivocal stand - that the church is in favour of the introduction 
of a truly democratic and representative government in Hong Kong. 


A great many Christians still think that the church should be a-political and 
that it should avoid taking any controversial stand. But to be a Christian 
is controversial. A Christian has different standards and values compared 
with the majority of the people in the world. ... [EPS] 
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In EPS 87.08.10, note that Possenti has already been officially declared a 
saint by the Roman Catholic authorities. The committee's request is that he 
be formally designated patron saint of handgunners. Also, Possenti was not a 
priest; he died while studying for the priesthood. 


Celebration and Challenge is a collection of "major presentations and inputs 

the reflections and the findings and recommendations” from the 25th 
anniversary meeting of Urban Rural Mission, last April in Manila (EPS 
87.04.44). 


i 
A Statement from the Participants in the Asia YMCA International Youth Work 
Camp 6-11 July in Thailand is available from the Asia Alliance of YMCAs, 23 
Waterloo Road, Kowloon, Hong Kong. 


Namibia Communications Centre (Box 286, London WC1X OEL) is an ecumenical 
agency. Among material it has available is a current (20 July) list of those 
in detention in Namibia. It also provides regular news reports from the South 
African-controlled territory. 


Frontier Internship in Mission (Box 66, CH-121l1 Geneva 20) has available a 
brochure about itself, and candidate application forms, reflecting FIM's 
current approach to internships [EPS 87.03.85]. 


An English translation of the Greek law on church administration and 
property which has prompted strong negative reaction from the bishops of the 


{Eastern Orthodox] Church of Greece [EPS 87.03.93, 04.05,45, 05.04, 06.31] is 
available from EPS. 


The WCC World Consultation on Resource Sharing [EPS 87.06.08; 87.07.15] 
takes place 24-31 October in Spain (in El Escorial, about 40 kilometres from 
Madrid). About 200 people are expected from more than 70 countries. 
Journalists are welcome to attend. (Write to EPS for accreditation 


information.) EPS plans coverage of the meeting, in issues to be mailed in 
late October and early November. 


An analytical report on WCC scholarships in 1986 is available from the WCC 
Sub-Unit on Education, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


The 1986 activity report of the WCC Commission on the Churches" Participation 
in Development is available from WCC/CCPD, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


The Fifth General Assembly of the All Africa Conference of Churches is 


scheduled for Lome (Togo) 18-25 August. EPS coverage is projected for issues 
to be mailed 26 August and 1 September. 


A WCC calendar of meetings through September 1988 is available from EPS. 


Photo Oikoumene, the periodic WCC photo catalogue, is available to those who 
request it from WCC/Visual Arts, Box 66, CH-121l1 Geneva 20. A set of ba 
catalogues (since February 1981) is available for 15 Swiss francs. You ma 


also request photos to go with specific EPS stories. They will be sent at 
your expense as available. 


EPS appears 45 times a year. Deadlines are Mondays at 7h00 GMT. EP 
headlines can sent to you by telex or telefax. We pay for that. You ca 


then ask for full texts. You pay for those. EPS printing: this issue, 
August; next issue, 11 August. 
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AFRICA: MANY ISSUES ON Ecumenical Press 
ANGLICAN BISHOPS’ AGENDA Service 87.08.40 


[This item was compiled from reporting by correspondents Charles Maingi and 
Joseph Ngala.] 


LIMURU (Kenya) - Nearly 60 Anglican archbishops and bishops dealt with a 
variety of issues during a week-long (9-17 July) conference here. 


Affirming their solidarity with the church in South Africa in its opposition 
to the apartheid system of white-minority domination, the bishops urged the 
South African government to release Nelson Mandela and other political 
prisoners so as to facilitate dialogue with authentic leaders. "We note with 
concern", they said, "continued detention without trialjSitorture, and 
brainwashing in South Africa of children, women, and other political 
prisoners". 


The bishops called for an Anglican initiative for a group of eminent 
Christians to visit Canada, Federal Germany, France, the United States, and 
the United Kingdom to urge those countries to support an end to South African 
control of Namibia under terms of the UN Security Council Resolution 435. 


The bishops urged respect for fundamental human rights, and said that in the 
use of national resources, community development should have priority over 
military concerns, much of which represent "a waste of vital resources 
desperately needed for human development". Government leaders were urged to 
"make themselves available" to church leaders for dialogue on important 
national issues. 


In an effort to arrive at a proper pastoral approach to polygamy, each 
Anglican province in Africa was asked to discuss the issue and share its 
recommendations. The bishops said ordination of women was "not a top priority 
in Africa compared with many teaching concerns facing the church". They 
suggested decisions on such ordinations not be made by individual dioceses. 
(There are a few female Anglican priests in Kenya and Uganda.) [EPS] 


KENYA: CONTESTED BURIAL Ecumenical Press 
PROMPTS CHURCH BROUHAHA Service 87.08.41 
NAIROBI - In a celebrated case earlier this year, the widow and clan of a 


prominent lawyer here, Silvanus Otieno, contested in court where he would be 
buried - on family land near here, or on clan land 400 kilometres away, near 
Kisumu. The clan won the legal battle; Otieno's widow and children boycotted 


the funeral. 


In connection with the controversy, the Anglican bishop in the Kisumu area, 
Henry Okullu, criticized the provost of the Anglican cathedral here, Peter 
Njenga, for "turning the national cathedral into a tribal ghetto" because the 
clan's request for a memorial service in the cathedral was refused. Njenga 
called Okullu's statement, made at a memorial service the bishop conducted at 
his cathedral, pathetic, malicious, hateful, and arrogant. He said the clan 
insited on one particular time for the service, which was not available 


because of a previous booking. 


. can Archbishop Manasses Kuria said he would call a meeting 
eee acd of words" eet the priest and the bishop,’ but Okullu 
said he would not attend. He said Kuria, who is also Anglican bishop of 
Nairobi, should have disciplined the priest for fueling insulting pate rts 
against a bishop". Okullu comes from the late lawyer's Luo tribe; Njenga is 


from the widow's Kikuyu tribe. [EPS] 


Namibia: Anglicans set up ‘war disaster fund' EPS 87.08.42 
WINDHOEK - The Anglican Diocese of Namibia has set up a “war disaster fund" to 
help Anglicans who have been injured, lost property, or lost their means of 
livelihood as a result of the 20-year-struggle against South African rule of 
the country. [EPS] 


World Methodist Council holds world youth conference EPS 87.08.43 
BRISBANE (Austrlia) - About 1300 people from 40 countries attended the Third 
International Christian Youth Conference organized by the World Methodist 
Council (near here, 30 June-7 July). Included in the conference was a Youth 
Parliament, which issued a statement on peace, justice, world hunger and 
poverty, unemployment, homelessness, social commitment, environment, and hope. 
[EPS] 


Jesuit ecumenists meet EPS 87.08.44 
LEUVEN (Belgium) — About 65 ecumenists from 25 countries, who are also members 
of the [Roman Catholic] Society of Jesus (the Jesuits) met (here, 16-21 July) 
for their llth international congress. (The first such meeting was in 1966). 


South Africa: Mkhatshwa freed; Bill restrictions lifted EPS 87.08.45 
PRETORIA - The South African authorities have released Smangaliso Mkhatshwa, 
the priest who is general secretary of the conference of Roman Catholic 
bishops in southern Africa. He had been detained since June 1986. In another 
action, restrictions imposed on Jean-Francois Bill, moderator of the 
Evangelical Presbyterian Church of South Africa, when he was released earlier 
this year [EPS 87.04.52] have been lifted. [EPS] 


Kenya: Moi explains freeze on new-—denomination registrations EPS 87.08.46 
NJORO - Speaking after attending worship at an Africa Inland Church here, 
Kenyan President Daniel arap Moi said his government stopped registering new 
denominations because there are too many of them, most of them splinter groups 
resulting from power struggles. Moi also criticized misleading photographs of 
needy people to solicit funds from overseas. He said money collected that way 
is often used improperly. In another meeting, with representatives of the 
same denomination, Moi suggested Kenyan church people ask overseas donors to 
send money to purchase locally what they need, rather than sending the 
material (for example, powdered milk) from overseas. [EPS] 


Canada: fallout from US televangelist scandal EPS 87.08.47 
TORONTO — Donations to Crossroads Christian Communications, the organization 


of David Mainse, Canada's most popular tv evangelist, are reportedly down 30 
percent since the scandals involving US televangelist Jim Bakker. As a 
result, Crossroads had decided to pull out of plans for Visiton Television, a 
proposed interfaith tv network for Canada, thus putting its future in doubt. 
Crossroads had agreed to provide facilities and purchase half of the planned 
eight-hour-a-day schedule. [EPS] 


Hungary: Reformed send Bibles to Soviet co-religionists EPS 87.08.48 
BUDAPEST - The Reformed Church in Hungary has presented Bibles and hymn books 


to the Hungarian-speaking Reformed Church in Transcarpathia (part of the 
Soviet Union). [EPS] 


United Bible Societies to consolidate offices EPS 87.08.49 
LONDON — After 1988, the general office of the United Bible Societies is to be 
located here. It will consolidate functions now carried out by a UBS general 


office in Stuttgart (FRG), and world service offices here and in New York. 
[EPS] 


Asia: Programme for Theology and Cultures holds first meeting EPS 87.08.50 
KYOTO (Japan) - The inaugural consultation (here, 7-11 July) of the Programme 
for Theology and Cultures in Asia, which attracted about 50 people from about 
15 countries, resolved to work for "concerted joint efforts [for] the 
formulation of living theology, and ... the growth of a creative theological 
community in Asia." The programme has developed from annual seminar 
workshops, held since 1983, to assist younger theological teachers and church 
leaders to "do theology with Asian resources". Among the groups involved in 
the programme at the South East Asia Graduate School of Theology, Pacific 
School of Religion, Doshisha University School of Theology, Association for 
Theological Education in South East Asia, Korean Association of Accredited 
Theological Schools, Nippon Christian Academy, Council for Mission and 
Ecumenical Co-operation [New Zealand], Association of Christian Institutes for 
Social Cocnern in Asia, and Asian Christian Art Association. [EPS] 


USSR: appearances of Virgin Mary reported in Ukraine EPS 87.08.51 
GRUSHEV - Tens of thousands of people of all ages have reportedly come to this 
village in the western part of the Ukraine since the end of April, when an 
11-year-old reported that she saw a vision of the Virgin Mary on the belfry of 
an abandoned chapel. Some report that the image was seen during a local tv 
broadcast on the phenomenon. Soviet media reports tend to treat the 
apparition as an optical illusion; the pilgrims are often portrayed as victims 
of religious fanatics and unscrupulous profiteers. [EPS] 


Czechoslovakia: church leader said pro church-state separation EPS 87.08.52 
PRAGUE -— UK-based Keston College reports (23 July) a letter from Frantisek 
Cardinal TomaSek urging complete separation of church and state. 
Czechoslovakia is the only country in the Soviet bloc where church-state ties 
which existed before the communists came to power have not been officially 
done away with. In that regard, Czechoslovak clergy require state licenses to 
perform their duties, and one can be charged in Czechoslovakia with 
"obstructing state supervision of the church". [EPS] 


Singapore: Lutherans, Anglicans join to build church EPS 87.08.53 
SINGAPORE - A joint Lutheran-Anglican mission effort led to a new church 
building for Christians in the new town of Yishun. Few sites for new churches 
are available here. The Anglicans and Lutherans made their joint application 
in 1984. The building was dedicated earlier this year. [EPS] 


Namibia: Lutherans protest army/police intervention EPS 87.08.54 
BERSEBA — South African soldiers and police used teargas and rubber bullets to 
disperse people gathered at a Lutheran church here (14 July) for worship to 
mark the opening of an alternative secondary school, set up to provide a 
non-apartheid education with the support of Lutherans, Roman Catholics, and 
Methodists. Most of those enrolled were expelled from government schools in 
June, after they objected to the curriculum and attitude of the teachers. 
Lutheran Bishop Hendrik Frederik called the South Africans' "brutal acts of 
intimidation" at the church "unwarranted, unprovoked". [EPS] 


Kenya: dispute in denomination over council membership EPS 87.08.55 

NAIROBI - Part of the African Independent Pentecostal Church of Africa said it 
deposed Archbishop Kahihia, and three other bishops, and installed a new 
archbishop, Johnstone Ichugu. Kahihia responded (27 July) by ea NA: Sagres 
the group that said it dismissed him. The dispute is related in part to the 
denomination's membership in the National Council of Churches of Kenya, which 
Kahihia supports and Ichugu opposes. In recent months, a few denominations 
have withdrawn from the NCCK [EPS 87.02.103, 05.46], which has atem criticism 
for some of its stands from government officials and the country's only legal 


political party. [EPS] 


Africa: ecumenical assembly this month EPS 87.08.56 
LOME— About 600 delegates from about 120 denominations and 20 national 
ecumenical councils in 38 countries were expected (here, 18-25 August) for the 
Fifth General Assembly of the Nairobi-based All Africa Conference of 
Churches. The assembly theme is "You Shall Be My Witness". Its sub-themes 
refer to restoring creation, witness in Africa today, challenges in witness, 
health and healing, and unity. Keynote speaker is Desmond Tutu, Anglican 
archbishop for southern Africa. World Council of Churches General Secretary 
Emilio Castro is also to take part. Issues on the assembly agenda include 
hunger and food production, southern Africa, and human rights. [EPS] 


Zimbabwe: National Day of Prayer for Unity, Peace, and Justice EPS 87.08.57 
BULAWAYO — About 1000 people gathered in an outdoor amphitheatre here (21 
June) in one of several services throughout the country to mark the first 
National Day of Prayer for Unity, Peace, and Justice. The service here was 
attended by about 20 clergy of different denominations, and several members of 
parliament. The services were held against a backdrop of a breakdown of talks 
earlier this year between leaders of the country's two main political 
groupings about unity. [EPS] 


Lutherans, Eastern Orthodox speak on scripture, tradition EPS 87.08.58 
CANEA (Crete) - In connection with their fourth plenary meeting (here), 
members of the [Eastern] Orthodox-Lutheran Joint Commission released an agreed 
statement on “scripture and tradition". Dialogue participants said it is 
important to see that the objection of the Lutheran church reformers to “human 
traditions" is not to "Holy Tradition" as understood and revered by Orthodox. 
The agreed statement calls “Holy Tradition ... the authentic expression of 
divine revelation in the living experience of the church." The statement also 
suggests areas for further discussion before agreements can be formulated. 
[EPS] 


Baptists, Roman Catholics discuss ‘our witness to the world’ EPS 87.08.59 
ROME - The fourth round in a five-year series of conversations between 
theologians from the Baptist World Alliance and the Vatican took place here 
last month, with the theme, “our witness to the world". Papers were presented 
on “evangelization versus proselytism" and "freedom and its limits: the 
problem of church-state relations". Previous sessions have dealt with such 
issues as evangelism and evangelization, the person and work of Jesus Christ, 
conversion and discipleship, and the church as koinonia (fellowship) of the 
Holy Spirit. [EPS] 


USA: statements emerging from two dialogue groups EPS 87.08.60 
NEW YORK - Theologians participating in the US Lutheran/Methodist and 
Lutheran/Anglican dialogues are putting finishing touches on separate agreed 
statements on the ministry of bishops and others responsible for oversight in 
the church (by the first group), and “implications of the gospel" (by the 
second). The Methodist/Lutheran dialogue meets again in December, the 
Anglican/Lutheran group in January. [EPS] 


Finland: chaplain appointed for athletes EPS 87.08.61 


' 


HELSINKI - The Evangelical-Lutheran Church in Finland has appointed a chaplain 
for Finnish teams participating in international competitions, notably next 
‘ 


year's winter and summer Olympics. [EPS] 


s 


Canada: Anglicans considering human-rights principles for church EPS 87.08.62 
TORONTO - The bishops of the Anglican Church of Canada have been asked by the 
denomination's national executive to consider a comprehensive human-rights 
code within the church, including opening all ordained positions to persons. 
regardless of age, sex, race, sexual orientation, disability, or place of 
origin, and just compensation for all church workers who are fired. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Allan Brockway: 'Mission to the Jewish People?' EPS 87.08.63 


Brockway is programme secretary for Jewish-Christian relations at the World 


Council of Churches. This item is abridged and adapted from the June issue of 
the WCC monthly One World. 


Within the ecumenical community there is no consensus on whether Christians 
should attempt to evangelize Jews. The "Ecumenical Considerations on 
Jewish-Christian Dialogue", commended to the churches by the WCC Executive 


Committee in 1982, acknowledge this in outlining three different positions 
that have been taken on this issue: 


"There are Christians who view a mission to the Jews as having a very special 
salvific significance, and those who believe the conversion of the Jews to be 
the eschatological event that will climax the history of the world. There are 
those who would place no special emphasis on a mission to the Jews, but would 
include them in the one mission to all those who have not accepted Christ as 
their Saviour. There are those who believe that a mission to the Jews is not 
part of an authentic Christian witness, since the Jewish people finds its 
fulfilment in faithfulness to God's covenant of old." 


For Christian self-understanding there can scarcely be a more central issue 
than the relation to Judaism and, more specifically, to the Jewish people. The 
obvious reason (though it hasn't been so obvious during most of church 
history) is that Jesus was a fully observant Jew, not a Christian. 
Christianity, which began life as a "school" or "sect" of Judaism, is itself 
Jewish both in origin and in concept. 


But Paul and gentile converts came to believe that it was not necessary to be 
obedient to Torah (the "Law", or, more accurately, the "teaching") in order to 
merit the salvation promised in Jesus Christ; and gentile Christians began to 
preach that message to Jewish followers of Jesus. At first they had not been 
averse to Jews remaining faithful to Torah, but that changed. The message 
became, in effect, "Jews must stop following Torah in order to follow Christ". 


A line was thus drawn between Christians and Jews: you can be one or the other 
but not both. From the Christian side, this meant that Jews were excluded from 
the possibility of salvation. From the Jewish side, the question eventually 
became, "Can a Jew who becomes a Christian remain a Jew?" 


Theologically, the Christians had a bigger problem than the Jews, for 
Christians were inextricably tied, through Jesus, to the God who gave Torah to 
the Jewish people and entered into covenant with them: "I will be your God and 


you will be my people”. 


The theological question for Christians thus was how they could be servants of 
the God of Israel, whom they knew only through Torah-observant Jesus, so long 
as the Jewish people existed as a constant reminder that Christians were 
interlopers, trespassers even, in the covenant. Since the Jewish people did 
not convert from Judaism (now perceived as a distinctly different religion) to 
Christianity, a question mark hung over the legitimacy of Christianity itself. 
A priority of the emerging church was evangelizing - preaching the gospel with 
the intent of conversion - the Jews, because the Jewish people were then, as 
now, the only legitimate validators of Christianity. 


h was superfluous to 
If Jews were to believe that obedience to the Tora 
salvation, then the church was correct in its own theological understanding. 
But the Jewish people did not - and do not - comply with this demand. And so 
there remains a felt need on the part of many Christians to mount increasingly 


effective efforts to evangelize Jews. [over] 
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Other Christians, however, are not so sure. Recent research into second-temple 
Judaism has provided a more accurate picture than ever before of the world in 
which Jesus lived and the role he played in the religious, social and 
political context of his day. It is becoming increasingly clear that Jesus 
was part of a general movement in Jewish eschatology that looked to the coming 
kingdom of God as an end to Roman rule and the re-establishment of Jewish 
sovereignty in the land promised to the people God had chosen. 


Jesus called his own people back to full and complete obedience to Torah, not 
away from it. His vision was thus fully in harmony with that of the Hebrew 
prophets who demanded that the people abandon their idolatrous practices and 
return to the Lord - in order that the Lord would see the faithfulness of his 
people and fulfil the promises made to their ancestors. 


When Paul (and probably other missionaries to the gentiles) concluded that 
non-Jewish Greeks and Romans could bypass Torah and achieve salvation (a 
concept that means little to Jews) by means of belief in Jesus and his 
message, they were operating from a Jewish eschatological assumption that what 
Jesus called the kingdom of God involved the “ingathering" of the gentiles - 
that is, that the gentiles would be participants in the covenant on or before 
the Last Day. 


No doubt Paul wanted all gentiles to enter the covenant of the Jewish people 
with God. But he preached that what it took to enter the covenant was belief 
in the saving power of Christ's death and resurrection, not necessarily 
adherence to Torah. Not surprisingly, however, most Jews could not go along 
with abrogating obedience to Torah as a condition for something that made 
little sense to them in the first place. 


Jewish understanding of "salvation" simply is different from that of 
Christianity. So the question of the “evangelization” of Jews boils down to 
whether or not Christians may try to convince Jews that their version of 
"salvation" is preferable to the one Jews have already. 


During most of this century Christians have viewed Jews as (1) candidates for 
conversion and/or (2) persecuted people who, because they are human beings 
loved by God, should be defended. Later, as Israelis, they have been seen by 
many Christians as oppressors. 


But they have not generally been comprehended as the people of the covenant 
into which Christians, through Jesus Christ, claim entry. Particularly since 
the shoah (Holocaust), they have been viewed almost exclusively as the victims 
of antisemitism, something that is repugnant to Christians. 


Is there any connection between evangelism of Jews and antisemitism? Are 


evangelistic efforts among Jews antisemitic? The answer hinges on how Judaism 
and the Jewish people are viewed. 


It has been said rightly that Judaism is the religion of the Jewish people, 
but the Jewish people is not defined solely by "religion". Unlike with 


Christianity and Christians, it is not necessary to practice or even "believe" 
in Judaism in order to be a Jew. 


On the other hand, Jews who become committed Christians are considered by Jews 
to have abandoned the Jewish people. The conversion of Jews is therefore seen 
as “spiritual genocide", for if it succeeded on a large enough scale the 
Jewish people, as Jewish people, would cease to exist. On this reasoning, 
evangelistic efforts aimed at Jews are definitely antisemitic. [EPS] 
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ECUVIEW/Hans Lutz: 'Hong Kong Reflections on Religious Freedom' EPS 87.08.64 


Lutz is associate director of the Christian Industrial Committee in Hong 
Kong. This item is excerpted from the April issue of the English quarterly 
bulletin of the Hong Kong Christian Council. 


Any theological reflection on religious freedom cannot be an attempt to claim 
it as a monopoly of the Christian faith. To do so would be contrary not only 
to the historic development but also to the search for a universally-respected 
authority. Theology must aim at making a contribution to the universality of 
religious freedom on the basis of the gospel. I am aware of three basic 
models for laying a theological foundation for human rights in general and 
religious freedom in particular: 


(a) A Roman Catholic approach which offers a double foundation, namely the 
concept of human dignity which is universally intelligible to the human 
mind. The second is a specific Christian one which sees human dignity rooted 
in man being created in the image of God. Behind this is the double emphasis 
on nature and grace in the Catholic tradition. Its strength is the search 
for a consensus between Christians and non-Christians. 


(b) A Reformed approach which tries to deduct religious freedom from distinct 
theological concepts. It sets out ... from God's covenant with his people. 
This covenant is one of reconciliation and grace calling man into service. 
Religious freedom cannot be regarded as a privilege of the church but must be 
granted to all men. 


(c) A Lutheran approach which proceeds in analogy to the doctrine of 
justification by faith alone: the freedom of man has its origin in God's 
grace. Like grace itself, it is absolute and unconditional. It is not 
restricted by specific forms of historic realization, but is given to man as 
such. God's justice which is conveyed by his grace is valid for all men. 
The strength of this approach lies in the fact that it is most clearly related 
to the specific problem of religious freedom rather than the question of human 
rights in general. 


The basic question any theological reflection on religious freedom has to ask 
is: How can we speak about religious freedom in a way which is comprehensible 
to men and women of other faiths while remaining in the context of our 
Christian faith? ... The debate on religious freedom [in Hong Kong] after 
1997 [when control of the territory passes from the United Kingdom to China 
(PRC)] among church members has been dominated by two concerns focusing on 


religious freedom and religious policy. 


One main difficulty lies in the fact that China and Hong Kong represent two 
different political cultures with different concepts of religious freedom. 
The Hong Kong churches are used to an extensive interpretation of the term 
allowing for free use of resources and many forms of involvement in society. 
The Chinese government, on the other hand, has been working on the basis of a 
much more restrictive interpretation giving rise to the worry in Hong Kong 
that this interpretation may be imposed on the churches here. In response, 
... [Christians] have stated their understanding on religious freedom. 


urthermore proposed that a clear legal basis is required to 
Pacaqnutavedd ig{ons ne caeh after 1997. This is important as the church has 
a tendency to remain at a level of principles instead of getting down to 
specific laws which are enforceable in court. The legal basis is to ensure 
that the understanding of religious freedom of sic Si nap: tone 
be interpreted as contradicting the constitution of ... China. [over] 


hong kong/2 


Worry about possible interference by the government of the PRC, on the other 
hand, has given rise to a debate on religious policy. Those who think the 
Basic Law should say something about religious policy want to ensure that 
religious freedom is not just considered a matter of individual choice, but a 
basis for the activities of religious organizations. Their opponents argue 
that the guarantee of religious freedom is sufficient. They fear that laying 
down religious policy will result in the establishment of a religious affairs 
bureau and interference of the authorities in matters of religion. 


I tend to think that the absence of a religious policy from the Basic Law may 
be to the short-term advantage of the churches, but that in the long run the 
churches will be better off with some definition of government's role in 
religion. 


The claim of the Hong Kong churches is linked to a North Atlantic 
understanding of human rights. The American and the French revolution to 
which it goes back were essentially bourgeois in character. They emphasized 
the freedom of the individual and wanted to prevent the state from interfering 
in areas such as religion and conscience. 


Socialist and third world countries, on the other hand, emphasize the 
sovereignty of the state. Human rights are not for the individual but for 
the nation, the collective. In this understanding, there exists an identity 
between the interests of society as a whole and the individual. Therefore, 
the individual does not require protection from the state. 


Our community faces the transition from a polity linked to a North Atlantic 
understanding of religious freedom to one with a socialist one where equality 
is more important than freedom. Faced with this prospect, Hong Kong churches 
should not concentrate on their particular interest of religious freedom. 
Rather, they should emphasize that human rights are complementary and 
inseparable from each other. Take away freedom and you will not achieve 
equality. Neglect the material living conditions of people and freedom 
eventually loses its meaning. 


As we face the question of religious freedom after 1997, it is meaningful to 
study how churches in socialist states have dealt with the question in their 
context. In this respect, let us look at some of the insights of the 
churches in the German Democratic Republic. This is what they have to say: 


The church exists to proclaim the gospel of God's salvation. Its primary 
concern must be to carry out its mission even if this entails suffering and 
persecution. The existence of a legally secured space for the proclamation 
is not a precondition for the church carrying out its mission. 


This does not mean that the church will not appeal to the right of religious 
freedom where it is guaranteed by the constitution. But it must avoid the 


temptation of being excessively preoccupied with securing such a space. Its 
main concern is to remain faithful to the gospel. 


The church will inform the state of the liberties it will take in obedience to 
the Lord, It will do so in the firm belief that the gospel will create room 
for itself in this world and that the church can exist and serve therein. ... 
Let us not forget during all the important and necessary debates on religious 


freedom that it is its faithfulness to the Lord which will ultimately decide 
the fate of the Hong Kong church. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/C.S. Song: "Semantics, Culture, Human Beings, Theology’ EPS 87.08.65 


Song is a Reformed theologian from Taiwan. This is from his keynote address, 
"Dragon, Garuda, and Christian Theology", at the inaugural consultation last 
month of the Programme for Theology and Cultures in Asia [EPS 87.08.50]. 


... Semantics is the study of meaning. It is a discipline that pursues the 
significance of things. It is an art that penetrates inner depths of 
beings. In the case of a cultural complex that includes religious beliefs, 
semantics becomes the heart of theological inquiry. And at the heart of this 
theological semantic is human persons who create the space of meaning and 
destroy it, who fill time with meaning and nullify it - the human persons who 
are destined to wrestle with the meaning and meaninglessness of life and 
history until the end of time. 


The controversies developed between Jesus and the religious leaders of his day 
returned again and again to the meaning of human persons within a religious 
tradition and institution. "Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath?", Jesus’ 
opponents asked him, pointing to a man with a withered hand in the synagogue 
on the Sabbath day (Matthew 12:9-10). 


It was an obvious question. The law says no. The tradition says no. The 
religious authorities say no. The Jewish magisterium says no. One can 
infringe on it only on pain of death. They must have felt a perverse sense 
of victory over their archenemy. Even Jesus would not dare to contradict the 
law and circumvent the teaching of the church. 


But they were mistaken. Jesus countered them sharply with a question: "Is 
it lawful on the Sabbath to do good or to do harm, to save life or to kill?" 
(Mark 3:4). ... Knowing he had the whole religious authorities against him, 
Jesus proceeded to heal the man with a withered hand. 


As we know, this is the typical way in which Jesus dealt with his own 
religious culture. The key to the semantic of a culture is human persons - 
their well-being, their destiny, their humanity. ... Jesus himself summarized 
this in a theological one-liner familiar to us: "The Sabbath was made for the 
sake of man [sic] and not man for the Sabbath" (Mark 2:27). Concentrated in 
the Sabbath is the cultural complex ... developed and created out of the 
Jewish religion. It stands for Jewish piety. It embodies Jewish 
spirituality. It means the law. It is the social and political construct 
of the Jewish nation. The Sabbath with all that it stands for and with all 
that it means is the syntax of Jewish culture. 


But, what defines the meaning of the syntax? What is the chief purpose of 
it? It is the human being. The semantic of a culture is not given by the 
culture itself, but the human persons who created that culture. This partly 
explains why Jesus' theology is such a creative theology. Its creativeness 
comes from Jesus directing questions to his own culture not in comparison with 
other belief systems, not in terms of its own merits, but in relation to what 
it means for human beings. The question is not whether the Sabbath is good 


in itself, but what it does to human beings. 


It is a question such as this ..- that enabled Jesus to come up with a 
powerful theology of the Sabbath made for the sake of human beings, and not 
human beings for the Sabbath. And when human beings, and not doctrine, 
creed, tradition, become the focus of meaning in a theological inquiry into a 
culture, issues such as justice, love, freedom, must occupy our attention, not 
solely because we are Christians armed with Christian standards, but because 
we are also members of the society shaped by that culture. ... [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘Ecumenical Japanese Peace Appeal’ EPS 87.08.66 

This appeal from the National Christian Council of Japan is dated 15 August, 
the date of the Japanese surrender in 1945 at the close of World War II. NCCJ 
membership includes Anglican, Baptist, Lutheran, and United denominations, as 


well as other groups such as the Association of Christian Kindergartens, the 


Japan Christian Culture Society, and the Japanese YMCA and YWCA. 
percent of Japan's 120 million people are counted as Christian. 


NCCJ AUGUST 15 PEACE APPEAL 


Z.af F077 


In following the way of Jesus Christ, we are compelled to pray from the depths of our 
beings, in words and deeds, for peace, and to act in every possible way as peacemakers. 


We oppose Japan's military expansion which is in direct opposition to the provisions of 
the "Peace Constitution." 


We are antagonistic to the emptying of the words of the three non-nuclear principles; 
not to possess, not to manufacture, and not to introduce nuclear weapons. 


We despair at Japan's involvement in SDI (Strategic Defense Initiative) research. 


We feel compelled to call into question the policy of going beyond the one-percent-of- 
the-GNP ceiling on national defense spending. 


We oppose the superpower initiated militarization and nuclearization of Asia and the 


About one 


Pacific ocean and basin regions. 


On the islands of Japan, 
Sea of Japan, 


over beyond the 
and in the Pacific region 


there are people living; women, men, the 
aged, children, and the young. 
Loving flowers in the fields, planting 


vegetables, caring for children, and help- 
ing each other; these are created in God's 
image. 


We are not intended to be targets for 


nuclear weapons, nuclear fallout, and 
nuclear wastes. 


We are not to be ciphered as mere statis- 
tics in the nuclear overkill numbers game. 


We are living beings each designated by a 
God given name. 


Why must there be military expansion? 
Such only leads down the road to death, to 


the destruction of nature, to the creation 
of starvation, to the loss of love and 


passion, 
us. 


to the increase in hatred among 


The USA and the USSR must abandon their 
nuclear weapons and the Japanese govern- 
ment must stop its preparations for war. 


"They shall beat their swords into plow- 
shares, and their spears into pruning 
hooks..." 


Tanks shall become planting machines and 
military bases shall become farms and 
parks. 


Let us join hand and hand. 

Let us sing songs for peace and pray toge-— 
ther with all other peoples over the en- 
tire face of the lands and the seas. 

It is the time now, to choose life and to 
move forward in this direction for the 
sake of the children of the future. 


[EPS ] 
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ECUTEXT: ‘A Collective Appeal on Sri Lanka’ EPS 87.08.67 


This interfaith and interethnic appeal was signed by 158 people as a 
"representative cross section of the general public". It was released before 


the recent signing of the India-Sri Lanka agreement meant to end Sri Lanka's 
ethnic conflict. 


About three-fourths of the 16 million Sri Lankans are ethnic Sinhalese. Most 
of the rest are ethnic Tamils. About two-thirds, and most of the Sinhalese, 
are Buddhists. About one-sixth, and most of the Tamils, are Hindus. 
Christianity and Islam each accounts for about one Sri Lankan in 12. The 
Christian community includes roughly equal numbers of Tamils and Sinhalese. 


Printed originally in a poetic form, the appeal is rendered in this item in 
prose. As a result, it has been slightly edited. 


It is time the people of Sri Lanka came to their senses! 


Our leaders of whatever party or creed, by and large, with very few 
exceptions, have failed us. Madness reigns, cruelty runs amok, humanity lies 
bleeding - our sisters and brothers, children and parents, Sinhala and Tamil, 
Buddhist, Hindu, Christian, Muslim. 


Let's face it: our country stinks! 


We are all responsible, some more than others no doubt, but no one can escape 
the guilt, and if we do nothing about it, we are certainly responsible. Is 
there no way out, no hope? 


Is there no compassion, no wisdom left anymore? Are we to reconcile ourselves 
to the inevitable -— more and more destruction, more and more bloodshed, more 
and more misery? 


We must rise up and say no - no to destruction, bloodshed, and misery - or 
perish. If we do not come to our senses, all that we have treasured, held dear 
in the common life of our nation and our peoples will perish, and darkness 
will prevail. 


Let us call up from the depths of our peoples, all our peoples, a worthy 
response, worthy of the best in us, in our culture and heritage, worthy of the 
best that is still to come, that can turn back the tide of madness and 
cruelty, and restore, create, build sanity, love, and peace. 


Tell the people the truth, the common people. Tell them what the leaders are 
afraid to say, what the media hid from them, for only a movement of the 
people, a broad front of reasonable people, cutting across sectional barriers, 
a genuine Sri Lankan movement, conscious of realities, the people rising up 
for justice and peace, peace on the basis of justice, only such a movement can 
prevail upon the leaders and show the way out of the bitter conflict. 


We must all face the truth. The truth, of course, is complex. There were 
certain imbalances, certain minority power blocs in special positions, a 
result of imperialistic policy of divide and rule, some of this.) seria) 


persisting as part of the present system. 


Some change had to come, but how did it come? There was gross violation of 
elementary principles of fair play. Then, there are faults on both sides, 
needs, poverty on both sides, exploitation, oppression on both sides, violence 


on both sides. [over] 


sri lanka appeal/2 


But the Sinhala racists, who have state power behind them, bear the primary 
responsibility. Time and again the Tamil minority have been denied. Whatever 
special positions some of the elite may enjoy, the masses of the Tamil 
minority have been denied certain basic rights, certain basic concessions, a 
fair share due to them in language, land, education, and employment. These are 
the basic demands, met with refusals, repressions. 


Over the years, the Tamils protested, at first peacefully, then fought back, 
and so Sinhala racist power blocs become hell-bent on war against Tamils, as 
if directed towards extermination, and Tamils see no option but to retaliate 
as hard as they can and that reaches hellish proportions too. 


And Sinhala power blocs using state power are bolstered by foreign state 
power, and Tamil counter-attack is bolstered by other foreign state power, a 
prospect of endless conflict, endless violence, endless misery. 


The primary responsibility, the primary violence, the primary terrorism, is 
wrong use of state power, people denied justice, elementary rights. We must 
all understand this. 


The violence of "terrorists" arises from the violence of terrorism in our 
society. We are responsible, especially those who wield power, but also we the 
electors of governments. 


And not only the state, but international power politics, multi-nationals, 
militarization, the arms-race are responsible. Third-world problems are 
directly linked with the structures of world domination. They too are 
responsible. 


So, we need transformation of the structures of world government, a new spirit 
of sharing and bearing with others, a new society and a new humanity. We must 
break through the endless conflict, the endless violence. 


The people must break through, mobilise, protest, fast, demonstrate. For a 
political settlement, each side must listen, understand the other's need, the 
other's plight. Each side must make concessions at cost, at sacrificial cost. 


We must, somehow, hammer out some settlement that will stop the carnage. It 
will not be the end of the road; there will be other problems. 


The movement for development, justice and liberation must continue, but unless 
we make some substantial settlement, some real reconciliation, however 
imperfect, of the ethnic conflict, there can be no real progress, in any other 
sphere of our common life. 


This is the reality we must face and respond imaginatively, creatively, to 
Save our people, our children, future generations from destruction and death. 
We shall have to mobilise all our resources, resources of people, masses of 
people on both sides, manipulated and used by leaders for their own ends, but 
retaining despite the stresses and strains a basic humanity and compassion. 


We shall have to mobilise resources of true dharma, of temple, kovil, church 
and mosque, renewed and integrated in the context of modern aspirations for 
justice and liberation, acted out in understanding and love. 


Before it is too late, we must speak out, act - fearlessly, urgently - and so, 
out of the fire of fear and frenzy, create a way to sanity and peace. [EPS] 
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SHOPTALK (54/28) 
NEW EPS TELEPHONE NUMBER: 91.61.56 + EPS NOW HAS A TELEFAX NUMBER: 98.13.46 


in Geneva is leaving. 
A communications colleague at the Ecumenical Centre 

Roger Kahle, editor of Lutheran World Information since 1979, becomes 
managing editor of the magazine of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, 


effective 1 October. 


1988 subscription rates for EPS (including airmail) are 69.50 Swiss francs, 
42.50 US dollars, 26.50 UK pounds, 52.50 Australian dollars, 65 New Zealand 
dollars, 95 Dutch guilders, 85 FRG marks, 250 French francs, 250 Swedish 
kronor, 175 Indian rupees, or 49.50 Canadian dollars. 


The eight-page, French and English bulletin of the [United] Church of Jesus 
Christ in Madagascar is available five times a year (Lot II B 18, 
Tohatohabato Ranavalona I, Trano 'I Fanomezantsoa', Analakely — Antananarivo). 


A booklet outlining the current WCC emphasis on Justice, Peace, and the 
Integrity of Creation is available from the WCC JPIC Office (Box 66, CH-1211 
Geneva 20). 


The WCC inter-church aid commission has announced three appeals (in US 
dollars): 

- South Africa, refugees influx, 100,000 (5 August) 

- Namibia, emergency relief fund, 1 million (31 July) 

~ Nigeria, religious disturbances, 750,000 (30 July) 


Study guides for use in local groups in connection with the WCC programme on 
The Unity of the Church and the Renewal of Human Community are available 
from the WCC Commission on Faith and Order, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


The WCC World Consultation on Resource Sharing [EPS 87.06.08; 87.07.15] 
takes place 24-31 October in Spain (in El Escorial, about 40 kilometres from 
Madrid). About 200 people are expected from more than 70 countries. 
Journalists are welcome to attend. (Write to EPS for accreditation 
information.) EPS plans coverage of the meeting, in issues to be mailed in 
late October and early November. 


An analytical report on WCC scholarships in 1986 is available from the WCC 
Sub-Unit on Education, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


The 1986 activity report of the WCC Commission on the Churches" Participation 
in Development is available from WCC/CCPD, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


The Fifth General Assembly of the All Africa Conference of Churches is 


scheduled for Lome (Togo) 18-25 August. EPS coverage is projected for issues 
to be mailed 26 August and 1 September. 


A WCC calendar of meetings through September 1988 is available from EPS. 


Photo Oikoumene, the periodic WCC photo catalogue, is available to those who 
request it from WCC/Visual Arts, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. <A set of back 
catalogues (since February 1981) is available for 15 Swiss francs. You may 


also request photos to go with specific EPS stories. They will be sent at 
your expense as available, 


EPS appears 45 times a year. This issue was printed 11 August (next issue, 18 
August). Deadlines are Mondays at 7h00 GMT. Headlines can be sent by 


ates or telefax. We pay for that. You can then ask (and pay) for full 
exts. 


BERLIN BISHOPS HOPE FOR EASIER Ecumenical Press 
TRAVEL BECAUSE OF HONECKER VISIT Service 87.08.68 


BERLIN - The Evangelical [United] bishops in this divided city have expressed 
hope the visit of GDR (East German) leader Erich Honecker to the FRG (West 
Germany) next month will lead to freer travel between the two Germanys. 


Gottfried Forck, bishop in the GDR capital, said he hopes for new currency 
rules for GDR citizens vistiting the west. (The GDR government recently 
reduced the amount of western currency they can take abroad, from 70 to 15 FRG 
marks.) He said he also hopes for easier cross-border church contacts. 


Martin Kruse, bishop in Berlin/West, expressed similar hopes about contacts. 
He also suggested that a more open relationship between the two Germanys could 
have a positive effect on superpower disarmament talks. [EPS] 


ZAMBIA: ANGLICAN PROPOSAL ON Ecumenical Press 
AIDS TEST SUPPORTED, REJECTED Service 87.08.69 


LUSAKA - An Anglican proposal in Zambia that prospective spouses seeking 
marriage under church auspices medically certify they are not carrying the 
disease Aids [EPS 87.07.48] prompted positive and negative reaction from other 
Christian groups and government officials, reports (3 August) Africa Church 
Information Service. 


Jechoniah Buhnu, moderator of the presbytery here of the United Church of 
Zambia, called the Anglican plan a "good thing". But General Secretary Philip 
Mudenda of the Christian Council of Zambia said it violates the country's 
Marriage Act, and "the church should not go and do something illegal." He 
suggested the church accept couples wishing to be married and assume they have 
kept themselves "clean". Noel Mvula, a member of parliament, condemned the 
proposal "in total". He said the church should rather "discourage promiscuity 
among the unmarried", and "pray ... that a permanent cure is found." [EPS] 


AFRICA: 3 ECUMENICAL Ecumenical Press 
AID APPEALS ANNOUNCED Service 87.08./0 


GENEVA - The inter-church aid commission of the World Council of Churches 
(CICARWS) has announced three ecumenical appeals -— for Namibia (for 1 million 
US dollars), Nigeria (750,000), and South Africa (100,000). 


The Namibia appeal is for an "emergency relief fund" under the auspices of the 
Council of Churches in Namibia. A CCN paper on the fund describes Namibia as 
a "war-torn country", with problems compounded by "natural and man-made 
calamities" in the form of fires and floods. The CICARWS appeal also notes 
continuing effects of drought. 


The Nigeria appeal is related to the religious disturbances in that country 
earlier this year [EPS 87.03.118, 04.23,60]. A memorandum from the Christian 
Council of Nigeria speaks of "untold persecution and general deprivation of 
constitutional and fundamental human rights" of Christians in Nigeria in the 
last decade, including recent destruction of church property. The council 
appeal is for assistance for 1503 “persons - mainly family units" displaced 
because of an "outburst of religious fanaticism" last March. 


The South Africa appeal, in co-operation with the South African Council of 
Churches, is to help refugees, notably Mozambicans, 52,000 of whom - more than 
half of them children, are located in four areas. [EPS] 


PAPUA NEW GUINEA: COUNCIL Ecumenical Press 


OF CHURCHES ‘BORN AGAIN’ Service 87.08.71 
BOROKO -— In the first part of last year, newspaper reports about the 
Melanesian Council of Churches - which groups seven denominations of six 


traditions (Anglican, Lutheran, Roman Catholic, Salvation Army, United, 
Baptist) in Papua New Guinea - were gloomy [EPS 86.04.29; 06.03]. 


The council was on the "brink of collapse". It had been abolished "in all but 
name". But since then, headlines have changed. The council is “being born 
again". It is "back running again". 


According to newspaper reports of the MCC's revival, in the 1970s it was the 
country's "most vital voluntary agency", in large part because of the 
"involvement of articulate lay people". 


But then, the "churches turned in on themselves as problems piled up ... 
relating to localisation, to secularisation in the cities, to the attractions 
of the younger sects, above all to money." 


But now, “both realism and idealism are ... [returning] to the ecumenical 
scene." The council is "clearing the decks of all full-time staff, cutting 
out its role in vetting development projects, and ... planning to sell its 
oversized ... headquarters", and "attracting again a group of influential 
church people committed to working toegeher for the development of the nation 
and of their faith." 


John May, an Australian Roman Catholic theologian who has been in Papua New 
Guinea since 1983 and with the Melanesian Institute since 1984, and who played 
a role in the MCC revival, spoke of "renewed confidence in the MCC. It's 
bringing the churches here together." (From next year, May becomes director 
of the Irish School of Ecumenics.) 


One current ecumenical project, endorsed by the MCC leadership last April, 
deals with theological education through the University of Papua New Guinea. 
(Church support for establishment of a theology faculty at the university was 
first mooted in the early 1960s.) 


The effort is to begin with a lectureship in religious studies in 1989, to be 
followed by a department of theology and religious studies in 1994, and an 


ecumenical and inter-disciplinary master's programme in theology and religious 
studies in 1999. [EPS] 


Ghana: first national clergy conference planned EPS 87.08.72 

ACCRA - A five-day conference on "the pastor as a missionary" is being 
sponsored (21-25 September) by the Christian Council of Ghana and World Vision 
International. Besides council denominations, Roman Catholics and 
Pentecostals, plus representatives of evangelistic associations, are involved 


in the first such conference in this country. Speakers are expected from 
Ghana, Nigeria, India, and Australia. [EPS] 


Vietnam: priests accused of anti-government plot EPS 87.08.73 
HANOI - Saigon Giai Phong, a government newspaper, reported last month that al 
group of Roman Catholic priests had been arrested and charged with training a 
1600-man army to "undermine the revolution and public security", using money 
from the United States. It said the priests had been detained in May, but 
escaped after supporters armed with "knives, scimitars, and poles" overpowered — 


the guards. Security forces reportedly raided the group's "secret trainin 


ast after a census taker stumbled on evidence of Subversive activities. 


Hong Kong: clergy place ads urging direct elections EPS 87.08.74 
HONG KONG - Upwards of 100 Christian clergy of various denominations planned 
to place ads in local newspapers from the end of last month urging the public, 
especially Christians, to express their views on political reform, and support 
direct elections next year. The UK colony reverts to Chinese rule in 1997, 
and there has been continuing debate about what changes, if any, should be 
made in internal political arrangements during the remaining decade of UK 
control [EPS 87.02.1002, 05.104, 07.66]. About 10 percent of the colony's 
approximately 5.7 million people are reckoned as Christians. [EPS] 


Malaysia: interfaith council protests Muslim law for non-Muslims EPS 87.08.75 
KUALA LUMPUR - The Union of Catholic Asian News reports (1 August) Malaysia's 
Interreligious Consultative Council is protesting attempts to impose Islamic 
law on non-Muslims. It includes representatives from four minority religions 
— Buddhism, Christianity, Hinduism, and Sikhism. The Swiss church news agency 
Kipa reports (5 August) Malaysian Christians are "victims of a defamatory 
press campaign", according to Antony Soter Fernandez, Roman Catholic 
archbishop here, who urged Muslim-Christian dialogue to ease tensions. [EPS] 


Taiwan: government gives up attempts to enact law on religion EPS 87.08.76 
TAIPEI -— The Union of Catholic Asian News reports (1 August) that following 
objections from Christians, the government has given up plans to enact a 
controversial "Law to Protect Religion", proposed in 1983. Representatives of 
some other religions on the island had urged such a law. Christians - mainly 
Roman Catholics and Reformed (Presbyterians) - are about 7.5 percent of 
Taiwan's population of 20 million. [EPS] 


Brazil: Lutheran president protests sentence on pastor EPS 87.08.77 
SAO PAULO -— President Gottfried Brakemeier of the Evangelical Church of the 
Lutheran Confession in Brazil (IECLB) has protested the sentencing to six 
months in prison of Werner Fuchs, an IELCB pastor. Fuchs was accused of 
insulting soldiers during a demonstration by peasants whose land had been 
taken to be used as an area for military exercises. [EPS] 


South Korea: ecumenical human rights committee attacked EPS 87.08.78 
SEOUL — General Secretary Kim So-Young of the National Council of Churches in 
Korea reports that the office of the NCCK Human Rights Committee was "attacked 
by over 200 riot police" last month, and there was also "police violence" 
against the Anglican cathedral here. [EPS] 


New Zealand: ecumenical council on Singapore, Fiji, Sri Lanka EPS 87.08.79 
CHRISTCHURCH - Meeting here last month, the Executive of the National Council 
of Churches in New Zealand passed resolutions on Singapore, Fiji, and Sri 
Lanka. It urged release, or trial in "an open court, according to 
international norms" of 18 people detained without trial in Singapore; assured 
the church in Fiji of concern and continuing prayers in the wake of the 
military coup there [EPS 87.05.71, 06.01, 08.29]; and said there was a “need 
for ‘on the spot' assessment of humanitarian relief aid in respect of food 
supplies, medicines, and housing needs for the areas affected by military 
action" in Sri Lanka. An ecumenical youth report at the meeting said Maoris 
(descendants of the original inhabitants of New Zealand) “must have first 
right to attend any overseas gathering", and that whites attending as part of 
a racially mixed New Zealand delegation go to support them. [EPS] 


EPS 87.08.80 
he Latin American Union of Ecumenical 
Youth has denounced "repressive actions by the armed forces against civilians 
protesting peacefully". It said the country's current political crisis 
reflects the "accentuated decomposition of a social system whi.ch.at ¢Lecehsa to 
second level social justice, and popular and patriotic interests. [EPS] 


Panama: ecumenical youth protest 
PANAMA CITY - The Panama branch of get 


GDR: church leaders say South African situation is ‘desperate" EPS 87.08.81 
BERLIN -— Leaders of the Federation of Evangelical Churches in the GDR, which 
groups eight United and Lutheran Landeskirchen (regional oaarsda nd in East 
Germany, have expressed concern over the "desperate situation" of blacks in 
South Africa. Federation congregations were asked to pray for the South 
Africans, to write letters of protest to South African leaders, and to send 
greetings to children and youth detained in South Africa. The GDR church 
leaders welcomed the "courageous witness" of South African Christians against 
apartheid, the South African system of white domination. [EPS] 


Middle East: mission of church-related schools examined EPS 87.08.82 
AYIA NAPA (Cyprus) - A week-long seminar on the "mission of church-related 
schools and their functions" was held at the conference centre here (13-18 
July). About 20 educators from Egypt, Syria, Lebanon, and the West Bank (part 
of Jordan occupied by Israel since 1967) attended the meeting, sponsored by 
the Middle East Council of Churches. The group favoured new programmes to 
encourage exchange of ideas and experiences, re-organize training and support 
for instructors, and increase partnership in Christian education. [EPS] — 


US/Israel: Methodist university halts dig after Jewish protest EPS 87.08.83 
MADISON (New Jersey) - President Paul Hardin of Drew University ordered a stop 
to digging in part of Caesarea in Israel in the wake of an international 
protest by Orthodox Jews. They say the site is an ancient burial ground. 
Drew is related to the United Methodist Church. The dig is a 16-year-old 
project involving a consortium of 22 schools. [EPS] 


Nicaragua: six United Methodist missionaries protest US policy EPS 87.08.84 
MANAGUA - Six United Methodist missionaries working in Nicaragua have 
denounced US policy in the Central American country. In a letter to US 
President Ronald Reagan, the six referred to his “immoral and illegal war 
against Nicaragua", and said he should "quit lying ... about this country 
where we live and work." [EPS] 


US: Baptist directors establish new doctrinal guidelines EPS 87.08.85 

ATLANTA - The directors of the Home Mission Board of the Southern Baptist 
Convention have mandated a review of the “theological positions of our present 
professional staff and appointed minssionaries to assure their theological 
stance is in harmony with and not in any way contrary to the Baptist Faith and 
Message statement." It voted to appoint in the future only "professional 
staff and ... missionaries whose theological postions clearly reflect the 
dominant convictions and beliefs held by Southern Baptists at large." It also 
decided to tighten guidelines concerning the appointment of divorced people or 
those favouring "speaking in tongues". The SBC has experienced a decade-long 


contest for control, in which forces described as “fundamental conservative" 
have generally prevailed. [EPS] 


Malaysia: ecumenical workshop held on deaf education EPS 87.08.86 
KUALA LUMPUR - A score of Sunday school teachers from several denominations 
attended a one-day workshop on Christian education for the deaf here last 
month. Another workshop is planned in about six months. Their aim is to help 
educators help the deaf better integrate into the life of the church. [EPS] 


Nicaragua: church-state talks Suspended again EPS 

MANAGUA - Latinamerica Press reports (30 July) that the unwillingness of the 
Roman Catholic leader in Nicaragua, Miguel Cardinal Obando y Bravo, to 
acknowledge the role of anti-government forces in recent deaths of ae 
missionary and a development worker in northern Nicragua has "provoked a major 
setback in the dialogue" between representatives of the government and the 


country's Roman Catholic hierarchy The dialogue 

, aimed at reducing 
church-state tensions, began last September. [EPS] 5 pee a 
i 


Guatemala: church said slow in combating human-rights abuse EPS 87.08.88 
GUATEMALA CITY - Last year, Guatemala's Roman Catholic leadership said it 
would create a "vicariat of solidarity" to record and follow up reports of 
human-rights violations. However, reports Latinamerica Press (30 July), "no 
one is betting that the ... office will begin to function before the end of 
the year. While neither the government nor the church have advanced in their 
efforts to guarantee respect for human rights", the ecumenical weekly adds, 
"violence continues at a high rate." [EPS] 


USA/Central America: bishops endorse Arias peace plan EPS 87.08.89 
SAN JOSE (Costa Rica) - Meeting here last month, five Roman Catholic bishops 
and archbishops from the United States, and six archbishops from Central 
America, urged the United States to pursue diplomatic, rather than military 
solutions to the region's conflicts. They also endorsed a Central American 
peace plan proposed by Costa Rican President Oscar Arias. [EPS] 


Asia: mission consultation planned in 1989 EPS 87.08.90 
SINGAPORE - The Christian Conference of Asia expects to hold an Asia Mission 
Consultation in 1989. Its theme is to be "The Mission of God in the Midst of 
the Suffering and Struggling People of Asia". According to a CCA 
announcement, the consultation will mark the culmination of "Bible studies, 
sharing stories of varied experiences in mission, wider consultations within 
and among churches" throughout the continent, where Christians are a small 
minority. In other action at its meeting, the CCA General Committee approved 
in principle a proposal to set up an Asian Ecumenical Centre here, as a place 
where “ecumenical concerns and insights" can be "systematically gathered and 
critiqued", and where "emerging ecumenical leadership" will be "stimulated and 
helped to developed in a more sustained manner." [EPS] 


US: state asks church help with literacy EPS 87.08.91 
LANSING (Michigan) - Gary Hawks, superintendent of public instruction in this 
upper midwestern US state, is asking clergy in the state to "address the issue 
of illiteracy", particularly on what has been declared as Literacy Sunday (30 
August) and during Literacy Action Month (September). Included with Hawks' 
letter to clergy in the state are a "literacy prayer" and several scriptural 
references. [EPS] 


South Africa: ecumenical leader speaks out on expropriation EPS 87.08.92 
JOHANNESBURG - General Secretary Frank Chikane has protested the expropriation 
of land which was to be for black people from Machaviestad and Mogopa a 
"Sanctuary and ... opportunity to develop a model of communal subsistence 
farming." Because of government action, the two communities lost land on 
which they had been living, 15 and 3-and-a-half years ago respectively. 
[EPS] 


England: ad agencies make suggestions for church promotion EPS 87.08.93 

LONDON -— Responding to a suggestion from a public-relations magazine, four ad 
agencies have presented suggestions to re-launch the "lacklustre" image of the 
[Anglican] Church of England. They all agreed it has been "losing its market 
share at a near-catastrophic rate". One agency proposed ads with a picture of 
Terry Waite, missing in Lebanon for more than half-a-year. The caption says: 
"He can't make it to church this Sunday. What's your excuse?" Another ad 
spoke of those "wonderful people who brought you Christmas". One agency, 
acting on research suggesting "the feeling of guilt among lapsed users goes 
deeper than some might think", proposed a slogan of "God knows who goes to 
church these days". Another, whose research showed that 97 percent of the 
peopulation think the church is "boring" and "irrelevant" suggested an 
invitation to a "party at God's house. Wine-music-singsongs-virgins. The 


Church of England, his place, Sunday." [EPS] 


Nigeria: religious advertising banned EPS 87.08.94 
LAGOS — Nigerian authorities have banned religious advertising in newspapers 
in order to "check the abuse of fundamental liberty with its attendant 
consequences." A circular to media executives from the federal government 
says pressure groups, vested interests, and various political tendencies are 
supporting “sinister campaigns" under the guise of support for this or that 
religious cause. The circular says recorded broadcasts and publications sent 
to media outlets by foreign embassies are to be discontinued. [EPS] 


Uganda: ex-government minister accused of murdering archbishop EPS 87.08.95 
KAMPALA -— Abdul Hamid Jumba Masagazi, minister of finance during the 
dictatorship of Idi Amin, appeared in a court here charged with the murder of 
Anglican Archbishop Janani Luwum, and two cabinet ministers and three senior 
government officials in 1977. [EPS] 


Africa: Christian Broadcasting Association formed EPS 87.08.96 
NAIROBI - A Pan-African Christian Broadcasting Association has been formed. 
General secretary of the group is Wanjiko Boro, a Kenyan. [EPS] 


FRG: dissatisfied pietists advised to remain in the church EPS 87.08.97 
STUTTGART - The Ludwig-Hofacker-Association, which organized recent pietist 
conferences in nine towns in the south of the country, has advised unhappy 
pietists to remain within the the EKD (the Evangelical Church in Germany, 
which groups United, Lutheran, and Reformed Landeskirchen (regional churches) 
in the FRG and Berlin/West), despite "increasing polarization and 
politicization". It says there is no spiritual “island” where pietists could 
escape the current confusion. It suggests they gather wherever there is 
“biblical life" within the EKD. Association Chairman Rolf Scheffbuch says the 
group's concern is to help and heal a "sick" church. [EPS] 


FRG: evangelicals criticize Kirchentag EPS 87.08.98 
FRANKFURT - According to the information service of the [West] German 
Evanglical Alliance (30 July), the recent FRG Kirchentag (church congress) 
[EPS 87.07.01,37] has prompted "sharp criticism" from some in "evangelical 
circles" because of its "theological pluralism and strong political overtones". 
Kurt Heimbucher, president of the Gnadau Union, a pietist group, called the 
Kirchentag a “syncretistic event without parallel" —- a "mixture of ideologies, 
religion, paganism, and the Christian faith". He also charged that the 
meeting reflected a “strange intolerance towards those who do not bow down to 
a dictate of opinion in certain questions" like South Africa, abortion, and 
feminism. Fritz Laubach, chairman of the Evangelical Alliance, said he found 
it "hard to discover the church of Jesus Christ at the Kirchentag". He called 
it a "betrayal of the church's mission" if the Kirchentag is a “supermarket, 
in which anyone can help himself to what he fancies." [EPS] 


US: Anglican liturgy for vestment burning EPS 87.08.99 
ALEXANDRIA (Louisiana) - Two Anglican priests devised an order for burning 
worn-out vestments. At the beginning of the liturgy, as celebrated in the 
Diocese of Western Louisiana, worshippers were reminded that "neither these 
things, nor we ourselves, nor the monuments we create for ourselves will last 
forever." A concluding prayer asked those gathered to "see in this holy fire a 
reminder that in this life all things come to an end." [EPS] 


Ghana: Rawlings warns on misuse of religion EPS 87.08.100 

ACCRA - Ghanaian leader Jerry Rawlings says he is disturbed by the number of 
foreign—based and -financed religious crusades capturing gullible minds in his 
country, especially those which are "mere fronts for business deals, and act 
against national security." But, he reflected in a newspaper interview, 


"stopping their influx would be misconstrued to me 
an that t ; t 
curtailing religious freedom." [EPS] he government is 


Pope to meet Jewish leaders before his US visit EPS 87.08.1011 

NEW YORK - Pope John Paul and. four aides are expected to meet five 
representatives of US Judaism at the Vatican before the pope's visit to the US 
next month. Because the pope met Austrian President Kurt Waldheim, under a 
cloud because of charges concerning his role with the Nazis during World War 


II, some US Jews had said they might boycott a meeting with the pope scheduled 
during the visit. [EPS] 


USSR: new unofficial Christian journal launched EPS 87.08.102 
MOSCOW - The first edition of an unofficial, monthly Christian Community 
Bulletin was presented to western journalists (here, 31 July). Its 


introduction describes it as a Christian "open forum" which will "make public 
various documents on the situation of Orthodoxy in the country, the situation 
of believers, Christianity, and other questions related to the religious 
life." Other traditions are also expected to be represented in its pages. 
According to one of its initiators, there is "nothing anti-Soviet" about its 
contents. [EPS] 


Nicaragua: ecumenical agency sponsors workshops on constitution EPS 87.08.103 
MANAGUA - According to its August newsletter, Cepad (the Evangelical Committee 
for Aid to Development) is sponsoring a series of two-day workshops to 
introduce hundreds of pastors to the country's new constitution, which took 
effect last January. According to Adolfo Mirando Saenz, a lawyer and member 
of Cepad's Committee on Legal Affairs and Human Rights, goals of the sessions 
are that “leaders of the church can carry out their ministry within the 
parameters of the law; that they know their political, social, and ecoomic 
rights; that they understand the principles of religious freedom embodied in 
the constitution; and that they know their duties as citizens of this 
country." [EPS] 


Sweden: will the church continue to keep population records? EPS 87.08.104 
STOCKHOLM -— One aspect of the relationship to the state of the [Lutheran] 
Church of Sweden (SK) is that the church keeps population records. But, as SK 
Information notes (4 August), the "heavy volumes, bound in leather, into which 
every birth and death in Sweden is entered, seem anachronical in the days of 
super computers and floppy-disc memories." So, the Swedish government is 
proposing to transfer the record-keeping chore from church auspices, but, 
reports SKI, "the church opposes this move ... and the government has not, as 
it should have done, asked the church authorities about its opinion." A 
parliamentary decision is not expected for some months. [EPS] 


Sweden: confidentiality expansion recommended in church EPS 87.08.105 
STOCKHOLM -— An official of the Swedish ministry of justice has recommended 
that the requirement that those receiving confidential information keep it 
secret be broadened to cover more [Lutheran] Church of Sweden (SK) employees. 
Currently, SK bishops and priests, and some deacons are so bound. [EPS] 


Military chaplains from neutral Europe meet EPS 87.08.106 
STOCKHOLM — Meeting in Sweden, military chaplains from four neutral European 
states -— Austria, Switzerland, Sweden, and Finland - have proposed a meeting 


in Sweden in September 1989 of about 250 soldiers to discuss questions related 
to maintaining peace. [EPS] 


Christian Reformed in North America OK ecumenical charter EPS 87.08.1007 

GRAND RAPIDS (Michigan/USA) - The annual synod of the Christian Reformed 
Church in North America adopted an Ecumenical Charter, including the 
affirmation that "the unity of the church must become visibly manifest", 
though "the ideal form of such unity is not yet known. Until then, we 
therefore earnestly seek the leading of the Holy Spirit into a unity which is 


one of mutual renewal and acceptance." [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Jeane Sindab: ‘The Church and Indigenous Populations’ EPS 87.08.108 


Sindab is executive secretary of the Programme to Combat Racism (PCR) of the 
World Council of Churches. This is excerpted from her presentation (5 August) 
to the UN Working Group on Indigenous Populations, meeting in Geneva. 


... In moving towards a concept of justice beyond our historic "charity 
grants", the church has been forced to be self-critical and to confront its 
own role as an accessory and even accomplice in the historic and contemporary 
involvement in acts of injustice against indigenous peoples. 


To our shame, we acknowledge the immense profit and privilege accrued to the 
church as our missionary enterprises often have accompanied the cruel 
exploitation of indigenous peoples. To our credit, we are rediscovering the 
role of the “confessing church", the indispensable need for humility and 
deference in mission, and the theological mandates for the church to model 
covenant relationships with indigenous peoples which will inspire and 
encourage secular society on a course for compensatory justice. 


From the very beginning the PCR has been mobilising the international church 
community to support the land rights' claims of indigenous people. The World 
Council of Churches has taken a clear position on land rights of indigenous 
people. We have provided opportunities for indigenous women in their efforts 
to become more actively involved in the struggle for the survival of their 
people. 


We have mobilised churches to address the concerns raised by indigenous people 
in their regions by arranging for ecumenical team visits to various regions of 
the world. A PCR visit to Australia in 1981 resulted in the Uniting Church 
of Christ returning properties to the aboriginal people worth 250,000 US 
dollars as an act of reparation and reconciliation. 


Through our own intensive analysis and experience of racism, the church has 
become increasingly aware of its own prejudicial and ethnocentric social, 
cultural and political attitudes shared by many who sincerely intend to do 
justice to the indigenous peoples. Even in this session, we have heard echos 


of paternalism and insensitivity in some of the statements, though probably 
well meant. 


Thus, we welcome and invite such scrutiny upon ourselves as we issue a 
challenge to all to be free from all racist, sexist and otherwise ethnically 
insensitive actions and statements. Certainly, the church has suffered from 
its own insensitivity in this right and only wishes to assist others to avoid 
the attendant limitations of such attitudes and behaviour. 


There is still much to be accomplished by the churches and it is hoped that 
many will enter into new covenants with the indigenous people in their 
regions. Through their own organizations and forums the indigenous people 
have focused international attention on their struggle for land, survival of 


their peoples and culture. They are forcing the issue of land rights to the 
top of the agenda of the international community. ... 


Landlessness is a root cause of racial and caste oppression ... in all regions 
of the globe, The dispossession of indigenous people from their land has 
been followed by attempts to alienate them from their language, culture, 
religion and traditions. For indigenous people, life is centred in their 
relationship to the land and creation, The theft and forceful dispossession 


they suffer from their ancestral lands is th 
e,firstac r 
ultimate genocide. ...[EPS] rucial step towards shee 
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ECUVIEW/Kimijima Yozaburo: 


‘World Mission — a Japanese View’ 


EPS 87.08,109 


This interview appeared in the 20 July issue of the newsletter of the Kyodan 


(United Church of Christ in Japan). 
secretary for mission. In June, 


Kimijima is the Kyodan's executive 


the Kyodan's Committee for Ecumenical 


Ministries heard reports from two missionary couples who returned to Japan 
after overseas service — one after a decade in Pohnpei, part of the Federated 
States of Micronesia, and the other after three years in Switzerland. 


Kyodan world mission policy was rather clearly 
defined in the 1984 9-page document "Basic 
Understanding Concerning World Misston," for- 
mulated by the Kyodan Commission on Mission 
over a two-and-a-half year period. Have the 
intervening 3 years resulted in changes etther 
in the church's understanding of world mission, 
or the situation to which the church addresses 
ttself? 


While this statement was hammered out by a 
committee which carefully drafted and redraft- 
ed the policy statement, the succeeding years 
have brought major changes in the world, as 
well as in the church's perception and involve- 
ments in issues of society. For example, in 
delineating the issues addressed by the Japa- 
nese church, there is no mention in the 1984 
statement either of the South Africa Antj- 
apartheid struggle or the anti-fingerprint 
movement protesting Japan's discrimination 
against Korean residents. Both of these are 
vital concerns of the church today. Such a 
statement, therefore, should be thought of as 
fluid, and in need of constant updating, I 
would think, at least every 10 years. 


One of the 5 sections of that statement en- 
titled "The Japanese Church and World Mission,” 
discusses the need to critically reflect on 
the Japanese church mission policy during 
World War II, which in most cases was carried 
out in cooperation with Japanese militaristic 
expansion in Asia. In some wayS, 42 parallel 
might be drawn between this, and the expansion 
of the Western mission enterprise which accom- 
panied Western colonial expansion. 


There is still need for historical self- 
examination and repentance on the part of the 
Japanese church, as it exists in Japanese 
society, in regard to past and present exp! 
tation of peoples of other countries of Asia 
especially. This becomes one step in the pro- 
cess of church reform. So often the church 
has followed the state's lead, as can be seen 
clearly in Kyodan postwar evangelism in Oki- 
nawa, which was placed under the category of 
“overseas evangelism.“ This was changed only 
after Okinawa's reversion to Japan in 1972. 


ploi- 


Along with the need for self-reflection re- 
garding Japan's past relations in the interna~ 
tional arena, is the critical need for the 
Japanese church to sense the necessity of 
establishing cooperative exchange with church- 
es in other countries, especially those in 
Asia. These church-to-church relationships 


are not to be limited to the traditional roles 
of “sending" and "receiving", but are to be 
expanded to include multiple forms of sharing 
and commitment, resources and programs. 


What concerns do you have in regard to the 
need for increased awareness of world mission 
cooperatton on the part of local churches? 


One hopeful sign is the annual recognition 
of the first Sunday of October as World Mis- 
sion Day in all Kyodan churches, which has 
taken place the last 2 years. The offerings 
received throuchout the church on that day, 
which increased last year, are a sign of 
increasing awareness and concern for world 
mission on the part of persons at the local 
church level. 


Nevertheless, we muSt acknowledge that 
there has been a lack of global awareness in 
most Kyodan churches, including lack of aware- 
ness of churches in other countries, or even 
of the presence either of Kyodan missionaries 
in Japan or missionaries in other countries. 
A symbol of the low level of interest in 
world mission in local churches is the reali- 
ty that the Committee for Ecumenical Minis- 
tries (World Mission) is the only Kyodan com- 
mittee which exists at the national level 
but not at the district level. Another exam- 
ple of this lack of awareness is the comment 
made by a fellow clergy who said to me, "I be- 
lieve that someone told me that you were once 
a missionary in Hong Kong." (Kimijima served 
in Hong Kong from 1980 to 1984.) 


In addition to increasing awareness of 
world mission, local churches are also called 
upon to address specific issues of society at 
the local community level, as one vital task 
in the total mission of the church. These 
may include basic issues of peace and justice, 
as well as problems of systematic discrimina- 
tion andexploitation. Of course, some of these 
critical issues are being addressed not only 
by the Ecumenical Ministries Committee, but 
also by special committees such as Japan-Korea 
Relations, Taiwan Relations, and Buraku Liber- 
ation Center. 


Could you list some specific concerns re- 
lated to missionary personnel? 


First of all, we need to affirm the impor- 
tance of church-to-church relationships as 
the basis of cooperation in mission, and to 
strengthen the individual missionary conscious- 
ness of being a Kyodan missionary who is in- 
volved in mission on the basis of consulta- 
tion between the 2 churches involved. 
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In terms of personnel exchange, to ensure 
missionary involvement in areas of the world 
where priority needs are recognized by the 
national church, instead of placement being 
dictated by the missionary's personal inclina- 
tion, the Kyodan should respond to a special 
need expressed by the church in the country 
to which a missionary may be sent. These may 
include, in addition to traditional programs 
of evangelism, basic issues of peace and jus- 
tice, systematic discrimination, exploitation 
and oppression. This process is in contrast 
to past missionary activity, in which the in- 
dividual missionary, acting out a personal 
commitment, determined when, where and the 
form of missionary involvement. In this re- 
gard, the recruiting and assignment process 
needs to be carefully developed. 


Financial support programs of Kyodan mis- 
sionaries vary, with some persons receiving 
very little from the Kyodan as such, some re- 
ceiving partial or total support from the 
church in the country in which they serve, and 
some being funded by a personal support group 
made up of individuals and local churches. 

Part of the World Mission Day offering is 
directed toward such missionary support groups. 


At present, what structures exist to enable 
the missionary to serve as bridge, question 
poser, communicator between the two churches 
to which he/she is related? 


The role of the Kyodan missionary, as one 
involved in the reforming of the church and 
as one who serves in the role of problem 
poser and communicator, is still not fully 
developed. At present the returning mission- 
ary reports to the Ecumenical Ministries Comn., 
and to his/her personal support group if one 
exists. In most cases, the reporting process 
ends there, except in the case of a lay mis- 
sionary who keeps his/her membership in the 
home church, which may then serve as the base 
for sharing. 


This raises the issue of where the mission- 
ary's membership is to be maintained. In con- 
trast to the lay missionary whose membership 
stays in the local church, in the case of a 
missionary who is clergy, his/her credentials 
are often maintained in the Ecumenical Minis- 
tries Committee, which leaves the missionary 
isolated from a local district or congregation. 


We would like to move toward having each 
missionary affiliated with one district and 
being supported by that district. This would 
Provide a ready-made base for sharing ques- 
tions and observations regarding partnership 
countries/churches as the missionary moves 
between the two. At present, there is only 
one Kyodan missionary who serves overseas as 
a district missionary: orTsu Kenichi, who is 
assigned to the CCA. 


and in Kaohsiung (Taiwan) which are taking 
place in facilities and with funding provided 
by the church in that country. I see this as 
a first step in the process of the acceptance 
of responsibility for the spiritual needs 
of overseas Japanese on the part of the 
church in each country. In some countries 
Kyodan missionaries' ministries are already 
an integral part of the national church's mis- 
sion program. Conversations are now taking 
place between the Kyodan and the Uniting 
Church of Australia regarding cooperation in 
ministry to Japanese in Australia. r 
There is a trend, then, toward the respon= 
Sibility for ministry to overseas Japanese 
being the responsibility of that country's 
church. 


Of course, there are special characteris- 
tics of ministry to Japanese according to the 
country. For example, in North America, Kyo- 
dan clergy often become members of the North 
American denomination, which then raises the 
question of that person's relationship to the 
Kyodan. Missionaries' periods of service in 
North America tend to be longer than in other 
Parts of the world. 


In Asia, there are Japanese Christian Fel- 
lowships in many countries. For the most 
part, these groups are involved in tradition- 
al evangelism programs, and have no connec- 
tion to the church in that country. The Kyo- 
dan's only relationship to these groups would 
be the sending of ministers to serve as pas- — 
tors of the fellowship, as is presently the } 
case in Hong Kong. Hong Kong Japanese Chris- 
tian Fellowship is unique in that it is a 
member of the national ecumenical body, the 
Hong Kong Christian Council. 


What are some of the current issues relat- 
ed to the Kyodan's receiving of missionaries? 


There is a clearly established channel in 
place for the receiving of missionaries from 
North America (Japan-North American Commission 
on Cooperative Mission = JNAC) and to some f 
extent, from Europe. However, there is at 
present no structure for receiving personnel 
from other countries, and thus, we have very 
few missionaries from Asia, Africa and South 
America involved in mission in Japan. How can 
the Kyodan broaden the representation of mis- 


sionary personnel in Japan? This is a vital 
concern. 


We are becoming aware that the Ecumenical 
Ministries Committee is, for the most part, 
occupied with the sending of missionaries, 
and has very little awareness of missionary 
personnel currently involved in Japan. This 
is also true of the Kyodan as a whole, except 
in the case of missionaries who are related 
to Specific institutions, in which case the 
institution would have a clear consciousness 
of that person, [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Gerhard Linn: 'Life Among Soviet Baptists’ EPS 87.08.110 


This is excerpted from a report on a visit to the USSR, 23-29 April. Linn is 
secretary for education and mission of the Commission on World Mission and 
Evangelism of the World Council of Churches. 


--- 3.1. I was deeply impressed by the atmosphere of active and spontaneous 
participation of all and of the mutual care I experienced in the worship 
services. When I delivered greetings from the WCC, I was surprised that the 
whole congregation in Kiev raised to answer the greetings. When I quoted the 
Bible, it occasionally happened that someone would complete the quotation in a 
loud voice. ... 


3.2. Perhaps more important than this kind of spontaneous reaction were the 
various examples of spontaneous contributions during the service I observed 
and heard: prayers of praise or intercession spoken loudly by women as well as 
men when invited to do so by the preacher who led the service, various kinds 
of greetings, sharing of information for intercession through sheets of paper 
passed on to the pastor and read by him aloud, etc. 


3.3. Besides prayers, sermons play a central role in the Baptist services. It 
seems to be normal to listen to three different sermons in one service. Until 
now, the Baptists have had no seminary for theological training. They hope 
soon to establish one in the suburbs of Moscow. So far pastors and preachers 
have all been trained through extension Bible courses. Many of them keep their 
secular job after examination to do a kind of "tent-making ministry" which is 
highly respected by the congregation. However, I understand that all the 
pastors of big congregations as well as the senior pastors of a district 
receive their salaries from the congregations. 


3.4. I was very impressed at learning how Baptist congregations in the Soviet 
Union are able to build first a small prayer house which later is changed to 
become a church building in accordance with the numerical growth of the 
respective congregation. The congregation I visited in a suburb of Kiev began 
20 years ago with 28 members - enough for registration and thus to get the 
right to buy a small house. An architect who belongs to the congregation 
planned the gradual reconstruction and enlargement of the building in 
different stages - realized by members of the congregation themselves. Now 
they have a church with a cupola (and a cross on it) and with space for all of 
the 550 members of the congregation. I learned of a similar story in Minsk 
where I was surprised to meet a parish council of which more than half of the 
members are engineers, technicians, carpenters or electricians. No wonder that 
they are able to build a church on their own. 


3.5. I should also mention the important role of the choirs and lay orchestras 
of the Baptist congregations. As soon as a choir has enough members, a second 
or third choir will be established. These choirs provide a particular means of 
participation and sharing, since the music has to be reproduced with ones' own 
facilities and to be shared with other choirs - sometimes with Orthodox ones. 


3.6. This led me to the question: What have the Baptist and Orthodox 
congregations in common if we compare their worship services - and what are 
their major differences? As far as my limited observations are concerned: 


both do have more in common than I had expected: 


— The central role of the joyful affirmation of Christ's resurrection is to 
be experienced in both churches. The famous Russian greeting "Christ is 
risen! He is risen indeed!" is as passionately spoken in Baptist 
congregations as in Orthodox ones. Some of the Easter songs I heard, I think I 


have heard in Orthodox liturgies. [over] 
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— The important role of the choir for the service. 

— The churches are all full when there is a service - sometimes overcrowded 
with hundreds of people who have to stand. 

— The services last at least two hours, normally longer. 

— The majority of churchgoers are women whilst the service is led and 
performed by men. 

— Grandmothers bring their grandchildren along. 


But now I should like to mention some differences I observed: 

- The absence of icons. The eyes of the visitor are drawn to read biblical 
quotations painted in big letters. 

— In addition to the hymns sung by the choir, Baptist congregations sing very 
often and joyfully in the services. 

— Although in both churches women form the majority of churchgoers it is fair 
to say that the Baptist congregations during their Sunday service show a large 
variety in their composition, representing all generations and sexes and a 
remarkable participation of youth. 

—- The central role of sermons in Baptist services. 

- Whilst the Orthodox liturgy is mainly interaction between priests, deacons 
and the choir with only a few occasions for the congregation to participate, 
the Baptist services are marked by a variety of active expressions: all are 
invited to contribute. ... 


4.1. One goal of my visit was to make the WCC better known in Baptist 
congregations in the Soviet Union. To achieve this goal, Alexei Bichkov 
[general secretary of the Union of Evangelical Christians-Baptists in the 
USSR] had asked Vitali Kulikow, the chief editor of the bimonthly magazine of 
the Baptists in the Soviet Union, to accompany me during the whole trip. He is 


probably the one official of the Baptist headquarters in Moscow who knows the 
WCC best. 


Thus we tried together to explain the role of the WCC and to answer questions 
many of which are influenced by prejudices (e.g. the WCC was planning to 
establish a super church by oppressing all wings of Christianity that do not 
fit in the line of the WCC; communities of persons who are not reborn could 
become member churches; syncretism was promoted by the WCC, etc.). All of 
these and other prejudices are nourished by American evangelical short-wave 
radio transmissions in the Russian language). . 


4.2. I was interested to learn how the Baptists carry on evangelism without 

the special activities well-known in other parts of the world, but not 
possible in the Soviet Union. The main factor attracting other people, I 
think, is the participatory style of the worship service combined with the 
fact that all the members of the congregation are almost always present in 
these services. Through this regular participation in the Sunday service (as 
well as in choir rehearsals) Baptists are as such well known in the 
neighbourhood and in the working place. They are asked for explanation when 
there is a Christian feast or for personal assistance when colleagues are in 
trouble, or to give account of the source of their hope and confidence. The 
main means of spreading the gospel are formed by the different personal 
relationships of the individual Christians. These personal relationships 
provide various occasions such as to invite to worship services related to a 
personal event like a wedding, a birthday, the blessing of a new flat or a 
funeral. Once a year open-air baptism services conducted in and at a river 
attract the curiosity of many people. A growing number of young people ask 
Christians to help them to get a Bible. They wish to discover the God whose 


existence is so passionately denied in the atheist propaganda in schools and 
universities. ... [EPS] 
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SHOPTALK (54/29) 
NEW EPS TELEPHONE NUMBER: 91.61.56 + EPS NOW HAS A TELEFAX NUMBER: 98.13.46 


What is Aids? is the title of a small "manual for health workers" published 
by the WCC Christian Medical Commission, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


The WCC inter-church aid commission (CICARWS, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) 
released (12 August) a situation report (its first) on Mozambican refugees in 
Malawi. 


Study guides for use in local groups in connection with the WCC programme on 
The Unity of the Church and the Renewal of Human Community are available 
from the WCC Commission on Faith and Order, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


The WCC World Consultation on Resource Sharing [EPS 87.06.08; 87.07.15] 
takes place 24-31 October in Spain (in El Escorial, about 40 kilometres from 
Madrid). About 200 people are expected from more than 70 countries. 
Journalists are welcome to attend. (Write to EPS for accreditation 
information.) EPS plans coverage of the meeting, in issues to be mailed in 
late October and early November. 


An analytical report on WCC scholarships in 1986 is available from the WCC 
Sub-Unit on Education, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


The Council of Churches in Namibia (Box 41, Windhoek 9000) has published a 
book Namibia in Perspective, including articles by 24 authors from different 
races and professions. 


A booklet outlining the current WCC emphasis on Justice, Peace, and the 
Integrity of Creation is available from the WCC JPIC Office (Box 66, CH-1211 
Geneva 20). The office has also begun a quarterly newsletter, Forum, on JPIC 
issues. It appears in English, French, German, and Spanish. 


A WCC calendar of meetings through September 1988 is available from EPS. 


1988 subscription rates for EPS (including airmail) are 69.50 Swiss francs, 
42.50 US dollars, 26.50 UK pounds, 52.50 Australian dollars, 65 New Zealand 
dollars, 95 Dutch guilders, 85 FRG marks, 250 French francs, 250 Swedish 
kronor, 175 Indian rupees, or 49.50 Canadian dollars. 


Photo Oikoumene, the periodic WCC photo catalogue, is available to those who 
request it from WCC/Visual Arts, Box 66, CH-121l Geneva 20. A set of back 
catalogues (since February 1981) is available for 15 Swiss francs. You may 


also request photos to go with specific EPS stories. They will be sent at 
your expense as available. 


EPS appears 45 times a year. This issue was printed 18 August (next issue, 26 
August). Deadlines are Mondays at 7h00 GMT. On request, EPS will send 
headlines by telex or telefax. Then you can ask (and pay) for full texts. 


eee 


BRAZIL: FIRM CHURCH REJECTION Ecumenical Press 
OF CHARGES ON INDIGENOUS LANDS Service 87.08.111 


SAO PAULO - Brazil's Roman Catholic bishops, its National Council of Christian 
Churches (CONIC), and the Geneva—based World Council of Churches’ strongly 
rejected claims by 0 Estado de Sdo Paulo, a daily here, that church agencies 
are part of an international conspiracy to restrict Brazilian federal 
authority and Brazilian mining in lands reserved for indigenous peoples. 


The newspaper's articles singled out the WCC and the Indigenist Missionary 
Council (an agency of Brazil's conference of Roman Catholic bishops). The 
attacks and replies came as the Consitutional Congress was winding up a 
discussion about rights for indigenous peoples. 


CONIG includes five Brazilian denominations - the Roman Catholic, [Anglican] 
Episcopal, Methodist, and United Presbyterian Churches, and the Evangelical 
Church of Lutheran Confession. All except the Roman Catholics are also 
members of the WCC. 


In its reply (12 August), CONIC strongly reaffirms its commitment to the WCC's 
fundamental policies, and to constitutional guarantees for the rights of 
indigenous peoples. In their reply (11 August), the bishops say they may sue 
the newspaper for libel. 


The WCC message, from General Secretary Emilio Castro to CONIC, the president 
of the Constitutional Congress, and WCC members in Brazil, describes the 
articles as "tendentious and distorted". Castro says the WCC "profoundly 
regrets" that their publication "perturbed" the "constructive debate" in the 
congress "designed to ensure justice to all sectors of Brazilian society." 


Castro quotes from the WCC's "only official declaration on land rights for 
indigenous peoples", approved by the WCC Central Committee in July 1982: 


"The indigenous peoples' struggles for land rights is challenging the church 
to be faithful to its gospel of reconciliation and to the biblical affirmation 
of the creation of all human beings in the image of God. 


"Crucial to the Christian understanding of reconciliation between peoples is 
the demand for justice. God's revelation has led Christians to a new 
understanding of their prophetic role in witnessing to the biblical priority 
for justice. 


"In the light of this fact, the church's mission is to express solidarity with 
the oppressed in all the ways compatible with the faith and in recognition of 
its guilt in the sin of racism. The racist denial of indigenous peoples' 
identity can only be combatted when the oppressed are empowered spiritually, 
economically, and politically." 


Castro says the council "supports the efforts of the member churches to render 
evangelical services to humanity in the promotion of peace with justice. We 
reiterate our hope that the Constitutional Congress will affirm the best 
traditions of Brazilian jsustice, which is why we invoke divine blessings on 


its activities." 


Besides the four CONIC members, WCC members based in Brazil are _ the 
Evangelical Pentecostal Church Brazil for Christ and the Latin American 
Reformed Church. In addition, part of its Orthodox constituency is in Brazil, 


though headquartered elsewhere. [EPS] 


CHILE: CHURCH PRAYER CALL FOR Ecumenical Press 
‘LIFE, PEACE, RECONCILIATION’ Service 87.08.112 


SANTIAGO -— The eight-denomination Christian Fellowship of Churches (CCI) 
declared 28 August a “day of prayer for life, peace, and reconciliation in 


Chile". 


The day marked the first amniversary of an open letter from church 
representatives to Chilean President Augusto Pinochet outlining their pastoral 
concern about the “worsening of the living conditions of those who are in 
extreme poverty, the lack of political participation, the regression in the 
shanty towns, the lack of information on many crimes, and the growing spiral 
of violence." 


The CCI says it is "greatly disturbed by the persistence of the problems which 
gave rise to" its letter. 


It says various events in the past year “which ... have cost the lives of a 
number of people, both dissidents and members of the armed forces, show that 
violence has been on the increase, and its roots are still untouched." 


According to the call, the day of prayer was a "sign of renewal of the gospel 
commitment to work tirelessly for a reconciled country." 


CCI members are the Pentecostal, Evangelical Presbyterian, National Wesleyan, 
Mission Pentecostal, Communion of the Brethren, Apostolic Universal Mission, 
and Methodist Churches, plus the Free Pentecostal Missions. 


In the days before the prayer day, activities were planned throughout the 
country, including gatherings of children; festivals of sung prayers; meetings 
for prayer and reflection by youth, women, pastors, church lay leaders, 
workers, and the unemployed; and forums on the country's laws relating to 
politics. 


In a letter to the members of the World Council of Churches and its Central 
Committee, the WCC General Secretary recalls the committee's decision last 
January to "strengthen the prayerful support of Christians everywhere for the 
witness, work, and struggle of the Chilean churches for justice and a return 
to democracy in that country." 


He also speaks of the “courageous witness of the Christian communities and 
churches which are defending the Chilean people." 


In other recent statements, CCI last month urged Christians to register to 


vote in the plebiscite next year on whether to extend Pinochet's term in 
office. 


Earlier, it mourned the deaths of 12 young people in "circumstances ... 
anything but clear", and called for a "full and thorough investigation". It 
said their deaths “saddened the whole country" and are "seen by the young 


people as a provocation, ... bound to encourage" them to opt "more and more 
for violent solutions. ... 


"We reaffirm our conviction ...", it concluded, "that only a genuine and 


immediate transition to democracy will help to bring real peace to this 
country, which has already endured more than enough suffering. 


"We call on all Christians to redouble their prayers that God in his infinite 


love will grant that justice and law and respect for life be restored in our 
country." [EPS] 


USE OF LOCAL RESOURCES, SOUTH-SOUTH Ecumenical Press 
SHARING URGED IN CHURCH MATERIAL AID Service 87.08.113 


NAIROBI — Nearly 40 material-aid experts from church networks in 16 countries 
who met here this month called for increased use of resources from developing 
countries as part of church material-aid efforts. 


Observed Helmut Reuschle, WCC material aid officer, "Many poor countries have 
a potential of locally-made goods which should be tapped increasingly for use 
in church-related projects, not least with the intention of supporting 
small-scale industries in poor countries." 


In his address to the meeting, Reuschle said "some church people consider us, 
the buying and shipping experts, a 'necessary evil' which smells of capitalist 
business, with which the churches shouldn't be dealing. "But", he continued, 
"some of those who think this way may have no hesitation to invest their 
personal or church money in good business elsewhere." 


He encouraged his colleagues "not to be intimidated by the hypocrisy of 
ethical double standards. ... After all," he said, "what is the best project 
on paper if the right building material or agricultural tool is not available, 
if in a disaster situation you have no vehicles to deliver the goods to the 
final distribution point, if a health post has no syringes and medicines?" 


The group here also noted the value of appropriate technology, and said church 
agencies supplying medicines need to concentrate on supplying in a coordinated 
way what is included on lists of essential drugs compiled by the World Health 
Organization and the WCC Christian Medical Commission. 


The meeting, organised by the Material Aid Office of the World Council of 
Churches, followed a workshop sponsored by WEM, an FRG (West German) church 
agency. The WCC office, set up 20 years ago, is an ecumenical clearing house 
and coordinating body for emergency relief, food aid, and projects. According 
to its records, the value last year of eight categories of material aid 
shipments by 19 church agencies in 11 countries (plus the WCC itself and the 
Lutheran World Federation) was 94.8 million US dollars. That compares with 
66.7 million in 1981, and 40.6 million in 1976. 


The categories include clothing and footwear; agricultural equipment, tools, 
and seeds; office supplies and industrial equipment; medicines and medical 
equipment; food; shelters, blankets, and building material; transport and 
vehicles; and miscellaneous. 


The countries and agencies included in its survey are Canada (Lutheran World 
Relief), Denmark (Danchurchaid), Finland (Finnchurchaid), FRG (Diakonisches 
Werk, Difam, WEM), GDR (Brot fiir die Welt), Netherlands (ADB, Dutch ICA, 
ICCO), Norway (Norwegian Church Aid), Sweden (Diakonia, Church of Sweden Aid), 
Switzerland (CSME, HEKS), United Kingdom (Christian Aid), and United States 
(Church World Service, Lutheran World Relief, Mennonite Central Committee). 


Looking to the future, Reuschle suggested that church agencies need to assist 
developing countries to "break away from their excessive dependence on the 
rich countries. They should", he said, "increase the links among themselves - 
sell more products to one another, exchange expertise and technology, and even 


lend money to one another." 


Reuschle said the church, in its aid and development work, needs to help 
“increase South-South trade [and] local procurement, and to support the 
development of appropriate technologies", even though "the realities of 
today's economics don't always make this easy." [EPS] 


ZIMBABWE: SOME CHURCH GROUPS Ecumenical Press 
SAID TO UNDERMINE GOVERNMENT Service 87.08.114 


HARARE (Steve Askin) - Leaders of Zimbabwe's mainline denominations say some 
conservative evangelicals, often with backing from US church groups, use 
religion as a cover for political organizing against the government. "In 
their fantasies they are working towards a day when this government will 
collapse and South Africa can establish a puppet regime", charges Murombedzi 
Kuchera, outspoken general secretary of the Zimbabwe Christian Council (ZCC). 


Political leaders fear church funnels for covert aid to rebel groups. 
Zimbabwe President Canaan Banana, a Methodist minister, said the government 
respects religious freedom but would act harshly if it found evidence to 
support his suspicion that some people who come as missionaries are actually 
"on the pay-list of South Africa". 


Though reluctant to respond publicly, some evangelicals say these attacks 
actually spring from mainline envy of their fast-growing churches. They also 
say they feel pressured to endorse government policies or maintain silence. 
"This is a socialist country, so we're not free to publicize our work", said a 
white Zimbabwean official of an international evangelical group, Compassion 
Ministries. 


In a nation where white-minority rule was finally replaced only seven years 
ago, white/black tension also fuels intra-church conflict. Noah Pashapa of 
Harare's central Baptist church, a black evangelical minister, said many 
foreign missionaries and some local whites misidentify Christianity "with 
westernism, with colonialism, with the American way of life." 


The "utter bewilderment" of the white minority after losing power has led many 
of them to fundamentalist churches, says Paul Gifford, a New Zealander 
teaching religious studies at the University of Zimbabwe. "Majority rule 
comes as a shock if you invested your whole self in white supremacy and it's 
now not only gone, but despised and unmentionable." 


The US religious right became a target for criticism here after a 
fundamentalist minister, Ralph Mahoney, returned home to the US from a 
religious crusade and wrote a tract attacking Zimbabwe as a communist tyranny 
and praising South Africa as an embattled island of democracy. 


Harare's semi-official Daily Herald, echoing government officials, responded 


by denouncing "those who wish to recolonize Africa and enslave her people in 
the name of Jesus Christ." 


Black clergy reacted more harshly. In an open letter to Mahney, a group of 
black pastors who had supported the crusade denounced him for using their 


churches in "promoting apartheid." They said they would "close the door to 
any missionary" espousing similar views. 


Kuchera even suggested that government bar such preachers from the country, 
but Deputy Prime Minister Simon Muzenda told him this would provoke a 


dangerous backlash from conservatives "waiting to say ‘look at this Marxist 
sovernment cracking down on the church’'." 


Zimbabwe's Marxist yet religious political leaders — most cabinet members are 


Practising Christians and the president has written two books of liberation — 
theology - are, however, investigating several mission agencies. A particular — 


concern is those with apparent links to groups fighting to overthrow the 


government of neighboring Mozambique. Zimbabwe has upwards of 6000 soldiers 
there to support the government. [EPS] 


ASIAN THEOLOGIAN: ‘VACCINATION’ Ecumenical Press 
AGAINST WESTERN THEOLOGY NEEDED Service 87.08.1115 


[This item is abridged and adapted from Religious News Service (3 August).] 


KYOTO (Japan) - Young Asian theologians need a "vaccination" against European 
and North American theology, according to C.S. Song, a Reformed theologian 
from Taiwan, now teaching in the United States. Song spoke here last month 
[EPS 87.08.50,65] at a consultation inaugurating a new Programme for Theology 
and Cultures in Asia. 


"The anti-culturalism of Christianity in Asia is the root cause of theological 
poverty of Asian churches and Christians", Song said, adding that such poverty 
has "forced churches and Christians in Asia to remain in captivity to 
transnational theological corporations." 


Another speaker, Ghana Robinson, head of Tamil Nadu Seminary (India), said 
Christianity in India is "seen as a potted plant imported from the West, 
having no roots in the soil." He said Indians of other faiths (most Indians 
are Hindus; Christians are about 2.5 percent of the poulation of nearly 800 
million) say to Christians: "Your body alone is in India, but your heart and 
soul are somewhere away in Europe or America." 


Judo Poerwowidagdo, president of Duta Wacana Christian University (Indonesia), 
recalled that during his ordination exams he was asked to sign a statement 
affirming the Heidelberg Catechism as a faithful theological expression of the 
Christian faith. Why, he asked, should a 16th-century German catechism be 
such an important word on the meaning of the Christian faith for 20th-century 
Indonesian Christians? 


A Korean theologian, David Kwang-sun Suh, said some Japanese theology is "too 
comfortable". He said Japanese Christians could be "more responsive to Asian 
realities ... to the cries and groans of Asian people who have been oppressed, 
discriminated [against], alienated, and marginalized." [EPS] 


Haiti: bishops appeal for dialogue EPS 87.08.116 
PORT-AU-PRINCE — Haiti's nine Roman Catholic bishops appealed (10 August) for 
consultation and dialogue because of the country's political crisis. Roman 
Catholicism is the country's principal form of Christianity. [EPS] 


Paraguay: bishops promoting national dialogue EPS 87.08.1117 
ASUNCION - At the initiative of the country's Roman Catholic bishops, five 
groups agreed to take part in a weekly "national dialogue", though the 
government of Alfredo Stroessner, in power since , 1954, declined to 
participate. Roman Catholicism is the country's principal form of 
Christianity. [EPS] 


Namibia: ecumenical council rejects smear campaign EPS 87.08.118 
WINDHOEK - Abisai Shejavali, general-secretary of the Council of Churches in 
Namibia, has accused Louis Pienaar, South African administrator-general of 
Namibia, of waging a smear campaign to disrupt CCN work. Earlier, Pienaar 
suggested the church bears responsibility for a recent bomb blast in a parking 
garage here, in which no one was killed or injured; he also raised the 
possibility of criminal proceedings against church representatives. Shejavali 
said South African control of the country has "left a trail of blood and 
destruction and human-rights violation." The CCN comment was reported by the 
London-based, ecumenical Namibia Communications Centre. [EPS] 


USA:Reformed denomination OKs nuclear defence against communism EPS 87.08.119 
GRAND RAPIDS (Michigan) - The assembly of the Presbyterian Church in America 
has approved a document that would allow for the use of nuclear weapons to 
protect the United States from communism. TV preacher D. James Kennedy, 
pastor of the PCA's largest congregation, said that "given the aggressive 
tendencies of the Soviets, America cannot afford to adopt a no first-strike 
position. We must protect ourselves and our liberty." [EPS] 


South Africa: black Dutch Reformed ask unity, reject Kairos EPS 87.08.120 
UMTATA - The General Synod of the NGKA, South Africa's principal black 


Reformed denomination, adopted a series of resolutions aimed at uniting the 
four racially-separate denominations of the NG (Dutch Reformed) family in 
South Africa. The synod said it would strive for one general synod, one 
district organization, and one congregation in each place, rather than the 
racially separate and overlapping structures which now exist. The synod 
rejected the Kairos Document [EPS 85.10.21] on grounds that it sees the church 
as an arm of revolution. It also urged the South African government to 
abolish the Group Areas Act (which allocates land according to racial 
criteria), and to talk with leaders of the banned African National Congress. 
[EPS] 


Australia: controversy involving Vatican and theologian EPS 87.08.121 
BRISBANE - The Tablet, a British Roman Catholic weekly, reports that Bill 
O'Shea, a Roman Catholic priest, theologian, and scripture scholar here, is 
"at the centre of a controversy with the Vatican which has some parallels with 
conflicts elsewhere between local theologians and Rome, and has been been 
brought to the attention of the Australian public recently by the national 
media." The controversy involves allegations by a "small conservative group", 
Catholics United for the Faith, that O'Shea's book, Questions Catholics Ask, 
includes doctrinal deviations. As a result, the Vatican Congregation for the 
Doctrine of the Faith reportedly told O'Shea of 11 areas of concern it has. 
Support for Shea, and for his archbishop, Francis Rush, (who has been 
supportive of the priest) "from priests and laity ... is stated to be 
overwhelming." [EPS] 


Colombia: bishops offer to mediate EPS 87.08.122 
BOGOTA — Colombia's Roman Catholic bishops offered their services as mediators 
in the country's civil war. A document by 73 of the bishops said the 
government lacks political leadership and abuses human rights. [EPS] 


Japan: religious summit for peace held EPS 87.08.123 
KYOTO - About 200 Buddhist, Christian, Muslim, Jewish, Hindu, Sikh, and 
Confucian leaders gathered (3-4 August) to pray for peace at a "religious 
summit" on Mount Hiei, near here. The meeting, sponsored by the Japan 
Conference of Religious Representatives, marked the 1200th anniversary of a 
Buddhist shrine. In a message to the meeting, Pope John Paul said it 
continued the spirit of the interfaith day of prayer for peace which he 
convened last October in Assisi [EPS 86.10.121]. [EPS] 


Australia: ecumenical Aids conference held EPS 87.08.124 
MELBOURNE - The National Advisory Committee on Aids sponsored a three-d 
conference (here, 10-12 August) for church people. About 60 attended, 
including nine Christian traditions — Roman Catholic, Anglican, United, 
Disciples (Churches of Christ), Salvation Army, Lutheran, Reformed 
(Presbyterian), Quaker, and Baptist. Jennifer Ross, convener of the 
committee's Working Party on the Role of the Church in Aids, said the meeting 
illustrated the value of frankness and co-operative attitudes in dealing with 
the disease. Speakers included scientific and medical experts, nurses, social 
workers, health educators, government representatives, and those with 
“first-hand experience of the communities affected" by Aids. [EPS] 
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USA: seminarians undertake 'sports ecumenism' EPS 87.08.125 
NEW YORK -— Fourteen seminarians from the Anglican seminary here played 
basketball with counterparts at the Roman Catholic seminary in Collegeville, 
Minnesota, earlier this year. The team's coach, church historian J. Robert 
Wright, also participated in a public debate on the topic of women in ministry 
during the week-long visit, during which the seminarians from the two schools 
shared discussions about ordination processes, academic life, and Christian 
life and ministry. The Anglicans beat the Roman Catholics at basketball, but, 
according to a report from the Episcopal Church's ecumenical office, that 
"obviously did not impede ecumenical progress." [EPS] 


Philippines: Anglicans moving toward autonomy EPS 87.08.126 
QUEZON CITY - The four Anglican dioceses in the Philippines, till now part of 
the US-based Episcopal Church, are moving towards independence sometime after 
next year. The dioceses are currently in a three-year trial period in 
preparation for becoming an autonomous Anglican province. A covenant 
agreement between the dioceses and the Episcopal church was drafted at a 
meeting here last month (13-15 July). It touches on four main areas —- the 
institutional relationship between the two denominations, sharing of 
resources, relationships with the Philippine Independent Church (with which 
the Episcopal Church is in full communion), and implementation of the 
covenant. [EPS] 


USA: Anglicans meet with offshoot EPS 87.08.127 
DEERFIELD (Florida) -— An expanded dialogue committee between the Episcopal 
Church and one of its small offshoots, the American Episcopal Church, met here 
at the end of June. Topics included pastoral care, particularly in 
emergencies; the meaning of mutual recognition as churches; problems of 
expressing differences without prejudice or animosity; what it means to be 
Anglican. [EPS] 


India: bishop arrested, released EPS 87.08.128 
AMBIKAPUR — Paschal Topno, Roman Catholic bishop here, was arrested (7 August) 
and then released after posting bail. He was charged with encouraging 
conversions contrary to the law of the state of Madhya Pradesh. Most Indians 
are Hindus. [EPS] 


Africa: RC bishops meet on doctrine EPS 87.08.129 
KINSHASA -— At the initiative of Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger, head of the Vatican 
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, the African Roman Catholic bishops 
who are in charge of national doctrinal commissions came here for three days 
of consultations last month. [EPS] 


Heirs of "first and radical" reformations affirm shared values EPS 87.08.130 

PRAGUE - A week-long international consultation involving eight groups which 
are heirs of the "first and radical reformation traditions" emphasized what 
they share spiritually, and common witness on contemporary issues. Four of 
the groups - Evangelical Church of Czech Brethren, Czechoslovak Hussite 
Church, Moravians, and Waldensians - trace their origins to reformation 
movements which predate the "classical" reformation activities of Luther, 
Calvin, and their colleagues in the 16th century. The "radical" reformers of 
that same century gave rise to two of the other groups - Hutterites and 
Mennonites. The other two participating groups - Church of the Brethren and 
Quakers - are a result of later church renewal movements, but share much in 
common theologically with the others. Much of the consultation focused on the 
church as a "witnessing" or "model" community in order to speak clearly to 
contemporary issues such as_ simple lifestyles, global economic justice, 
nuclear weapons and war, and environmental concerns. The first such 
consultation took place last year [EPS 86.02.50]; another is projected for 


1989. [EPS] 


Kenya: Anglican breakaway reported EPS 87.08.131 

NAIROBI - Several thousand Anglicans in the Maseno North diocese of the Church 
of the Province of Kenya have reportedly broken off to form Karakwa diocese. 
A statement on behalf of the new diocese complained over the way in which a 
new diocese in the area, Nambale, was created, and complained that a church 
electoral college in the area had more than 90 percent of its membership from 


one ethnic group. [EPS] 


Madagascar: Church marks 150th anniversary of first martyr EPS 87.08.132 
ANTANANARIVO - Celebrations were planned this month to mark the 150th 
anniversary of the martyrdom of a Malagasy woman named Rasalama. The 
country's first Christian martyr, she was speared to death. Among events 
planned to mark the occasion were an international symposium (11-13 August) on 
witnessing to Jesus Christ in today's world, an all-night prayer vigil in the 
church on the site where she was imprisoned the night before her martyrdom, a 
procession to the place of martyrdom, and a large open-air service in the 
sports stadium. Organizers hoped that the country's president would attend 
the service, and that the day would be declared a national holiday. [EPS] 


Canada: church reps urge ‘common sense’ on refugee legislation EPS 87.08.133 
TORONTO - Canadian church representatives have urged the Canadian government 
to use "common sense" in dealing with new refugee legislation. Canadian Prime 
Minister Brian Mulroney has recalled parliament to deal with legislation 
proposed to make it more difficult to enter the country. George Cram, on the 
staff of the Anglican Church of Canada, said the prime minister's action was a 
panic move to "whip up anti-immigration hysteria", following the arrival in 
Canada last month of a boatload of 174 Sikhs from India seeking refugee 
status. [EPS] 


Canada: United Church forms conference for Native people EPS 87.08.134 
MONTREAL - The 60 congregations of the United Church of Canada whose members 
are mostly or completely Native people have formed their own conference, 
alongside the denomination's 12 geographic conferences. Meeting at a Native 
reserve near here, the representatives of the Native congregations accepted an 
apology for past sins against Native people offered last year by the UCC 
General Council [EPS 86.09.12]. [EPS] 


International Association of Women Ministers meets EPS 87.08.135 
BRISTOL (England/UK) - “Poverty, Profligacy, and Prophecy" was the theme of 
the International Association of Women Ministers, meeting here last month. 
Jennifer Price, information officer for the organizing committee, said the 
meeting emphasized "the church's uses and misuses of women's gifts". Among 
other things, the group asked that when the pope meets US religious leaders 
next month, half of those leaders be women, and that he be engaged on issues 
related to women's ministry in Roman Catholicism. [EPS] 


Chile: torturers excommunicated in 18 of 29 RC dioceses EPS 87.08.136 
PUNTA ARENAS - In 18 of Chile's 29 Roman Catholic dioceses, torturers have 
been excommunicated, reports Tomas Gozales, Roman Catholic bishop here. [EPS] 


USA: Pentecostals 'ashamed' over Bakker; ‘outraged' at porn EPS 87.08.137 

OKLAHOMA CITY - The 13-member Executive Presbytery of the [Pentecostal] 
Assemblies of God told (7 August) 10,000 delegates and visitors at the 
denomination's General Council here they are "saddened, ashamed, and repentant 
before God" for the involvement of their "church family" in the recent 
scandals involving televangelists in the United States. Two of those involved 
- Jim Bakker and Richard Dortch - were on the denomination's clergy roster, 
though they have since been removed. In another action, council delegates 


said the denomination is "distressed and outraged" by the growth of 
Pronography in the United States. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Emilio Castro: 'What are We About?' EPS 87.08.138 


This item is excerpted from a sermon in Lund (Sweden) last month in 
connection with celebrations of the 40th anniversary of the Lutheran World 
Federation. Castro is general secretary of the World Council of Churches. 


... What are we about as the ecumenical movement? ... We are a worshipping 
people. The only thing that defines us in our very identity is our 
conviction that in Jesus Christ, in the history of Israel, in the message of 
the Bible, we have a self-revelation of God which invites us to worship and to 
service. 


Sometimes people have wanted to criticize the World Council of Churches by 
calling it the "United Nations at Prayer". I consider that to be a great 
honour. There is nothing else which can define the ecumenical movement but 
the reality of prayer, of worship, the contemplation and proclamation of the 
living God. Sometimes we have fallen into the temptation to justify our 
being Christians by the fruits of our faith, trying to advance as an argument 
the service, the manifestations of our being Christian. 


While it is true that fruits of love and mercy belong to our very faith and 
that the world should have a chance to know the disciples of Christ by their 
fruits, this fruit should have the potential to call attention not to them, 
not to the human instrument, but as Jesus says ... "to your Father who is in 
heaven". (Matthew 5, 16). 


We live to glorify God; we survive by worshipping God; we define our very 
being in the contemplation of the Trinity. The importance of this 
self-definition of our ecumenical task, of our very Christian being, is 
fundamental for the present debates on anthropology. Over many years we have 
been invited to go deeper into the biblical message and discover there the 
historical character of human beings, the role of work in shaping personality, 
the protagonist vocation of every child of God. 


And this is absolutely true. After the incarnation of God in Jesus Christ 
there is no way to go back to a false spiritualization that will disincarnate 
the gospel of its historical content. But at the same time we must learn to 
discover in the immanence of history the transcendence of God, to affirm, 
confronted with the determinism of human and biological sciences, the realm of. 
freedom, of the spirit of consciousness, of meanings for life. 


The affirmation and worshipping of God should give a reference point from 
which to enter into dialogue with the information provided by contemporary 
sciences in an attempt to open up its findings and especially to provide 
values of freedom and responsibility, to research and technology. Confronted 
with a secularized rationalism we affirm in our worship dimensions of mystery 
and beauty; confronted with historical determinism we affirm the dimensions 


of freedom and newness in history. ... 


The contemplation, adoration and confession of God: that is our fundamental 
vocation and our real identity ....- To worship and to serve this God means to 
follow him to the ghettos of South Africa, to the prisons of Chile,,to the 
refugee camps in Afghanistan, to the bombed cities in Sri Lanka, to the 
anonymity of the big cities, to the innocent victims of the international 
debt, to the oppressed people under monolithic ideologies. 


The ecumenical movement, the church of Jesus Christ, affirms its faith in the 
biblical God, and in consequence will always be in the middle of the polemic, 
will always be assuming risk, attempting to plant signs of hope in the midst 
of the ambiguities of human history. ..- [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Georges Tsetsis: ‘Eastern Orthodox React to BEM’ EPS 87.08.139 


Tsetsis is the grand protopresbyter of the [Eastern Orthodox] Ecumenical 
Patriarchate, and its representative in Geneva. This is excerpted from his 
article "A Synthesis of the Responses of Orthodox Churches to the Lima 
Document on Baptist, Eucharist, and Ministry" [EPS 49/02], as printed in the 
journal Orthodoxes Forum. Footnotes have been omitted. 


. In almost all the responses received, the document is generally considered 
to be an important text of converging theological views for which the Faith 
and Order Commission [of the World Council of Churches] should be particularly 
praised. For the Ecumenical Patriarchate, the very fact that BEM ‘emerges' 
from the work of Orthodox, Protestant and Roman Catholic theologians is a 
positive and encouraging sign, proving that despite the existing divergences, 
churches and their theologians are in a position to confer with each other and 
to act together on a common goal, such as the unity of the church. ... BEM, 
according to the Patriarchate of Alexandria, ... reveals that their getting 
closer together and their agreement on many points concerning the three 
sacraments can be possible. 


The Patriarchate of Bucharest considers that the Lima text constitutes a 
working document containing certain theological convergences and opening ways 
for new possibilities for dialogue and hopefully for a consensus. The 
theological basis of BEM compared to previous WCC documents is much richer and 
more nuanced. Therefore, it facilitates and stimulates the theological 
dialogue at all levels. ... However, as the Patriarchate of Sofia remarks, 
one has to bear in mind that the Lima document is a favourable prerequisite 
only for further theological work on the three sacraments. 


The key position of the sacramental theology in the document, which recognizes 
Baptism, Eucharist and Ministry as central elements of the Apostolic Faith and 
Tradition, is appreciated by the Finnish Orthodox Church .... Appreciation is 
also expressed about the fact that within the ecumenical movement BEM in 
certain respects means a return to the apostolic and patristic thinking of the 
church, for it is on this ground of the teaching of the one undivided church 
that church unity should be realized. However, the Ecumenical Patriarchate 
remarks, the text as it stands now cannot possibly express the fulness of the 


faith of the One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church with which the Orthodox 
church identifies herself. 


The Patriarchate of Moscow is of the opinion that ... the text should not be 
considered as a ‘consensus'; it does not represent a full agreement in faith, 
experience of life and liturgical practice. BEM is only a statement of 
opinions shared by a group of theologians, whose theological convergence on 


the three sacraments, does not constitute sufficient basis for posing now the 
question of restoration of the eucharistic communion and fellowship between — 
the churches. ... As the Ecumenical Patriarchate underlines, any attempt to 


proceed, on the basis of BEM, towards an intercommunion or even a eucharistic 


hospitality, without fulfilling all the prerequisites for such communion, 
would be premature. ... 


It would be erroneous to consider BEM as a document having an ecclesiological 


{ 
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Status, because only the churches themselves, acting either together or 


Separately, could give to it such a Status. This last point is very much in 
conformity with the general understanding of the Orthodox, based on the 
Toronto Statement according to which "the purpose of the WCC is not to 
negotiate unions between churches which can only be done by the churches 
themselves acting on their own initiative, but to bring the churches into 


living contact with each other and to promote the study and discussion of the 
issues of church unity." ... [EPS] ’ 


ECUVIEW/J. Howard Barclay: 'The Church in Nepal' EPS 87.08.140 


Barclay is executive director of United Mission to Nepal, an ecumenical 
agency based in the 90-percent Hindu kingdom of 17 million between India and 
China. The following abridgement of a recent UMN News and Prayer Letter 
appeared in Asia Lutheran Press Services (29 July). 


We have just concluded our annual conference for the United Mission to 
Nepal. About 300 of our colleagues with over 200 children of all ages were 
present for a week of fellowship, sharing, Bible study and lots of pure fun 
and relaxation. 


Our last day happened to fall on Ascension Day and as we met for our final 
communion service, we reminded ourselves of Him who is the ascended and 
sovereign Lord of all. There are occasions when we need to have this fact 
brought before us, particularly in the light of what we sense of opposition, 
frustration as well as the whole general atmosphere of evil which seems to be 
over all the earth. 


It was during these days in conference we were reminded of some 
uncertainties; uncertainty of the future, of our own situation in Nepal, of 
possible restriction of visas. We are still given all the visas we request 
but are about the only organization like ours in Nepal who do not have 
restrictions in this area. 


The question is for how long will we have this privilege? There have been 
some indications that this could very well change. We could be subject to 
such closer scrutiny and limiting of our resources by the government of Nepal. 


--. We have been encouraged through these meetings to introduce a number of 
administrative and structural changes. We trust these ... will really 
strengthen UMN in carrying out its God-given task. Much is aimed not merely 
at task fulfilment, but to enable our people to feel a sense of peace and joy 
in making their contribution. ... 


A cluster of concerns for which we ask your prayers: 


Personnel: We have some urgent needs at present such as primary school 
teachers teaching our missionary children; secretaries urgently needed for 
our administration. We continue to need engineers, nurses, business, 


accounting people... 


Agreements: Out of our General Agreement, which runs until 1990, we need 
sectorial or sub-agreements for health services, irrigation and forestry. 


These are the urgent ones. ... 


Changes in Leadership: We have had some recently and others are expected in 
the next few months. 


‘Travel: As a large group of people we do so much travelling of all kinds. 
There are many dangers. ... 


Health: There are always hazards in this area. We have had some serious 
concerns recently about a number of our colleagues. ... 


‘The Church: It' does continue to grow. There are many needs in both city and 
rural areas. Many come from very simple backgrounds, isolated and very 
little means of help to grow. There are a number of court cases, some being 
pressed to Supreme Court level. One pastor faces six years in jail plus 


eviction from the country if his sentence is upheld. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Anna Karin Hammar: ‘Church in Solidarity with Women' EPS 87.08.14] 


Hammar is director of the Sub-Unit on Women of the World Council of 
Churches. This item is excerpted from the June issue of the sub-unit's 


newsletter, "Women in a Changing World". 


... The unfolding women's movement is a sign of hope for many women. They 
are joining forces to work for the transformation of society; for cultural 
change and a new political order; for new ways of working that empower all. 


Over the last two centuries a phenomenon that has come to be known as the 
feminist movement has been gaining momentum in various countries. In the 
West its goals were initially the right to vote and access to jobs. In the 
Third World ... women and men struggled together for liberation and 
independence. Women's movements arose in this context. 


Feminism means different things to different women, but it always embodies a 
hope for a radical transformation of our community, society and culture. ... 
[A number of the women] are resisting patriarchal power structures and 
cultures. ... In some countries, such as Iceland and the Philippines, women 
have even formed their own political parties. 


Something is also happening in the churches. ... A growing number of churches 
consider sexism and discrimination of women as alien to the Christian faith. 
Many Christians have re-discovered Christian faith as a counterforce to 
oppression and injustice and sexism as a sin against God. We women are 
imbued with a heightened sense of self-respect and courage when we realize 
that we are created in the image of God, equal partners of men. Slowly the 
churches are freeing themselves from sexism. 


However, many injustices remain. When the WCC Central Committee of 1985 
urged member churches to “eliminate teachings and practices which discriminate 
against women", the WCC knew that not all dimensions of church life were 
genuine expressions of Christian faith. 


[During the Ecumenical Decade for Churches in Solidarity with Women, 
recommended by the WCC Central Committee in 1987 to begin at Easter next year 
(EPS 87.01.36),] every parish, community, diocese, and district will be 
encouraged to work out with women specific ways to bring about needed changes 
in church structures, practices and teachings to ensure greater participation 
of women. Local churches will be asked to become more involved in the issues 
decisive for women in their community and country; to listen to the needs and 


profit from the wisdom of struggling women, not necessarily Christian women, 
among their people. ... 


The Ecumenical Decade is to be seen as a follow-up of the WCC Community of 
Women and Men in the Church Study [1981 EPS Nos.1 and 20], and of the study on 
Female Sexuality and Bodily Functions in Different Religious Traditions [EPS 
85.06.01,02], both of which are to serve as study materials, and of course, it 


is also a follow-up of the UN Decade for Women [EPS 85.04.82;07.22;07.26], now 
addressed to the churches. 


Women's groups and parishes around the world will be encouraged to develop 
specific activities based on the situations of women in their communities. 

The [sub-unit's] working group felt it would be also advisable to work with 
non-member churches, including the Roman Catholic church to implement the 
goals of the Decade. The activities of the Ecumenical Decade will be followed 
closely by a monitoring group made up of WCC staff members, some members of 


the Working Group and representatives from the regio 
ns. 
once each year. [EPS] g The group is to meet 
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NEW EPS TELEPHONE NUMBER: 91.61.56 + EPS NOW HAS A TELEFAX NUMBER: 98.13.46 


Against Torture is the eighth in the Studies series of the World Alliance of 
Reformed Churches (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20). 


The 1986 Annual Report of the Ecumenical Church Loan Fund is now available 
(Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20). 


The August issues (no. 8) of the WCC Lay and Study Centres Newsletter is 
available from WCC/RCL, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


What is Aids? is the title of a small "manual for health workers" published 
by the WCC Christian Medical Commission, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


The WCC inter-church aid commission (CICARWS, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) 
released (17 August) a situation report (its first) on civil strife in 
Suriname, and another (its second, 18 August) on relief, rehabilitation, and 
displaced persons in Zimbabwe. 


Study guides for use in local groups in connection with the WCC programme on 
The Unity of the Church and the Renewal of Human Community are available 
from the WCC Commission on Faith and Order, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


The WCC World Consultation on Resource Sharing |EPS 87.06.08; 87.07.15] 
takes place 24-31 October in Spain (in El Escorial, about 40 kilometres from 
Madrid). About 200 people are expected from more than 70 countries. 
Journalists are welcome to attend. (Write to EPS for accreditation 
information.) EPS plans coverage of the meeting, in issues to be mailed in 
late October and early November. 


An analytical report on WCC scholarships in 1986 is available from the WCC 
Sub-Unit on Education, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


The Council of Churches in Namibia (Box 41, Windhoek 9000) has published a 
book Namibia in Perspective, including articles by 24 authors from different 
races and professions. 


A booklet outlining the current WCC emphasis on Justice, Peace, and the 
Integrity of Creation is available from the WCC JPIC Office (Box 66, CH-1211 
Geneva 20). The office has also begun a quarterly newsletter, Forum, on JPIC 
issues. It appears in English, French, German, and Spanish. 


A WCC calendar of meetings through September 1988 is available from EPS. 


1988 subscription rates for EPS (including airmail) are 69.50 Swiss francs, 
42.50 US dollars, 26.50 UK pounds, 52.50 Australian dollars, 65 New Zealand 
dollars, 95 Dutch guilders, 85 FRG marks, 250 French francs, 250 Swedish 
kronor, 175 Indian rupees, or 49.50 Canadian dollars. 


Photo Oikoumene, the periodic WCC photo catalogue, is available to those who 
request it from WCC/Visual Arts, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. A set of back 
catalogues (since February 1981) is available for 15 Swiss francs. You may 


also request photos to go with specific EPS stories. They will be sent at 
your expense as available. 


EPS appears 45 times a year. This issue was printed 26 August (next issue, 2 
September). Deadlines are Mondays at 7h00 GMT. On request, EPS will send 
headlines by telex or telefax. Then you can ask (and pay) for full texts. 
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TUIU, CHIPENDA CHOSEN BY Ecumenical Press 
AFRICA CHURCH CONFERENCE Service 87.09.01 


LOME - The Fifth General Assembly of the All Africa Conference of Churches 
elected (22 August) Desmond Tutu, Anglican archbishop of southern Africa, as 
president of the continent-wide ecumenical organization. Later (24 August), 
it chose José Chipenda, general secreatry of the Angolan Council of 
Evangelical Churches, as the AACC's general secretary, its top staff post. 


Tutu succeeds Walter Makhulu, Anglican archbishop of central Africa, who 
resigned in 1985. Chipenda succeeds Maxime Rafransoa, who left his post in 
controversy last November [86.12.73]. 


In his keynote address to the assembly, Tutu urged African unity. "Why do we 
let ourselves be divided?" he asked. "Why do we divide ourselves? ... Why do 
we perpetuate - in all areas - divisons which were imposed on us? Look at the 
Lima document [the 1982 international, ecumenical theological convergence text 
on baptism, eucharist, and ministry; EPS 49/02]. It shows all the possible 
convergences. What are we waiting for to say that we are one?" 


Before he spoke, South Africans at the assembly joined him on stage. Together 
they sang a song sung when South African children are killed by security 
forces — "What have we done? Our sin is that we are black. ..." Tutu then 
called all the southern Africans to the stage, and the whole assembly sang the 
US civil-rights song "We Shall Overcome". 


Tutu concluded by praying that the countries of Africa would be successful in 
their independence. And, he warned, "Each time there is a military coup in a 
country of Africa, you hold back the liberation of South Africa for years." 


In an interview following his election, Chipenda said the AACC will open its 
heart to Africa's problems, in particular refugees, unemployment, and 
desertification. "We should also try to help each other as we encounter 
apartheid and destablisation of southern Africa," he observed. Chipenda 
worked with Geneva-based ecumenical organizations from 1966 to 1980, first the 
World Student Christian Federation, then the World Council of Churches. 


Preacher at worship which opened the assembly was WCC General Secretary Emilio 
Castro. "How long, O Lord", Castro asked the congregation of about 2000 
(including Gnassingbe Ayadema, the general who is Togo's president), "must we 
wait until the tragedy of apartheid ends? ... How long will tribal allegiances 
prevent the construction of national societies in peace and harmony?" 


Castro observed that the church had often sided with the powers that be. "The 
moment has come", he said, to "rediscover the responsibilty which is incumbent 
upon us ... to call things by their name, and to refuse to tolerate complicity 
with those who continue to crucify Christ in the person of the poor." He said 
co-operation with governments and other forces for social improvement is 
possible for the church, but that it must never lead to the "abdication of the 
right and duty" of the church to change people's attitudes about the situation 
of the "marginal, the poor, the destitute". 


The assembly opened in what Africa Church Information Service described as 
"resplendent and festive grandeur," with a brass band and hundreds of 
singers. In his welcome, Ayadema reaffirmed the role of the church in nation 
building. In his response, Timothy Olufosoye, Anglican archbishop of Nigeria, 
and AACC vice-president, spoke of the continent's crisis, and the church's 
duty to speak out against evils that work against development and justice. 
The Roman Catholic archbishop here, Dosseh Anyron, brought greetings from the 
Roman Catholic Church, which is not an AACC member. [EPS] 


PHILIPPINES: BISHOPS Ecumenical Press 
SPEAK ON LAND REFORM Service 87.09.02 


MANILA (Sophia Bodegon) - The Roman Catholic bishops of the Philippines have 
issued a position paper on proposed land reforms. 


In "Thirsting for Justice: A Pastoral Exhortation on Agrarian Reform" the 
bishops say they are "for as comprehensive a programme of agrarian reform as 
possible - one that will make it possible for all, the 70 percent who live 
below the poverty line especially, to have more in order to be more." 


The bishops' statement came after an extended meeting including Philippine 
President Corazon Aquino. She had been pressured from various quarters to sign 
an executive order expanding the country's land reform programme to cover, 
among others, plantations devoted to export crops like sugar, coconut, and 
pineapple. 


Opponents, many of them landlords, have beefed up private armies and have 
threatened civil war. They say the government has no right to decree a 
seven-hectare retention limit, that export crops are grown best on large-scale 
farm operations, and that government payment schemes are "“confiscatory". 


"Today", the bishops say, "we are in danger of being torn apart as a nation on 
a problem that springs precisely from that universal thirst for justice: the 
problem of agrarian reform and the government's desire to meet it in a truly 
comprehensive manner." 


The bishops say that in the Philippines the "landless, the exploited, the 
disadvantaged, the powerless" have the "single most urgent claim on the 
conscience of the nation", and that to opt for them, "to share with them, is a 
requirement of the Kingdom of God." 


The bishops plead with all landed people "to respond boldly and generously to 
the call of the gospel - to share not simply of their superfluous goods but 
out of their very substance." 


The ideals of social justice, the bishops say, call for a voluntary sharing 
without need for any legislative fiat. 


As a sign of sincerity, two bishops have turned over at least 270 hectares of 
church land to be placed under reform. Much of the church's wealth, however, 
church sources say, has shifted from land to stocks and other investments. 


The bishops urge beneficiaries not to "unjustly and forcibly" pre-empt claims 
to lands prior to approval of reforms. 


Since former president Ferdinand Marcos left the country, some 50,000 hectares 


have been taken over by farmers allied with the militant Kilusang Magbubukid 
ng Philipinas (KMP -— Peasant Movement of the Philippines). 


In January, KMP led a massive demonstration demanding the right to use idle, 


abandoned, and sequestered land. In the violence that attended the rally, 19 
demonstrators were killed. 


In June, the National Secretariat of Social Action, the bishops' social 
action, justice, and peace agency, resolved in convention to establish 
agrarian reform desks in all levels to promote land reform. |EPS] 


USSR: BAPTISTS IN Ecumenical Press 
UNIFICATION APPEAL Service 87.09.03 


MOSCOW - In a "message to churches of Christian confessions in the USSR", 
participants in the extended plenum of the All Union Council of Evangelical 
Christians-Baptists say the AUECB is “ready to discuss the issues of 
unification without any exceptions and any preconditions with all the 
Christians of evangelical confessions in our country." 


The appeal to "dear brothers and sisters in Christ who are still beyond the 
unity" describes itself as "an official invitation to meetings". It also 
urges "all the churches of evangelical confessions to change the previous 
decision to fast and pray for unity at the end of each quarter, and to hold in 
future these days of vigilance each Friday before the Lord's Supper." 


One issue which has kept some Christians out of the AUECB is the law, which 
the AUECB abides by, requiring government registration of religious groups. 
Referring to recent "good fruits of rapprochement", the message notes meetings 
with "unregistered Pentecostal leaders" in Moscow and Kiev last year and this; 
with ministers of "independent churches of Evangelical Christians-Baptists and 
Mennonite Brethren", here and in Kiev, Brest, Riga, and other cities; and with 
ministers of the CCECB, a major grouping of unregistered Baptists. 


The plenum says “rank-and-file believers and ... ministers of the CCECB" have 
made "numerous requests" to the AUCECB "to appeal openly to the leadership of 
the CCECB to hold negotiations and achieve unity. They are tired of the 
division and enmity, and want to have peace and love." It says the AUCECB 
presidium has made "several appeals" to CCECB leaders for such meetings, "but, 
unfortunately, we have not found mutual understanding on their part." It says 
plenum participants "unanimous | ly] wish to invite CCECB leaders once more to 
have negotitions with the AUCECB." 


The message describes the time for unity as "favourable". The "whole 
country", it observes, "is engaged in the great work of restructuring and 
revision of obsolete notions and concepts, and it is entering the vast expanse 
of popular democratic reconstruction", a reference to changes in Soviet 
society resulting from initiatives by Communist Party General Secretary 
Mikhail Gorbachev. "We should realize our responsibility before the 
motherland and the fellowship and being our joint ministry for the kingdom of 
God", the message says. 


It also refers to next year's celebration of the 1000th anniversary of 
Christianity in parts of what is now the Soviet Union. Promising to 
participate in "many events connected with this historical date", the plenum 
adds, "We praise God that we will have an additional edition of our Christian 
literature and support in other needs of our fellowship from the favourable 
approval of our government by this anniversary." 


Noting the 70th anniversary later this year of the Soviet Revolution, the 
message recalls "the joyous and difficult stages of the period since the 
revolution, both in the life of the fellowship and life of the whole Soviet 
people. We will praise the Lord", plenum participants add, "for the great 
people's efforts in increasing the nation's welfare and incessant striving for 
peace and co-operation among nations, preservation of the sacred gift of life 


from nuclear catastrophe." 


The plenum also released an "appeal to the Christians of the world", urging 
solutions to such problems as "the insane arms race" and "unrestrained and 
absurd stockpiling of all kinds of weapons ... only from the positions of 
common sense, rather than ... strength." It endorses Gorbachev proposals on 
the elimination of nuclear weapons by the end of the century. |EPS] 


Zimbabwe: ecumenical council suspends some work, takes on other EPS 87.09.04 
BULAWEYO - At the annual meeting of the Zimbabwe Christian Council, ZCC 
General Secretary Murombedzi Kuchera reported two ZCC departments - 
communications and urban rural mission —- had been suspended because of lack of 
funds. He also said the ZCC is to supervise the Ecumenical Documentation and 
Information Centre for Eastern and Southern Africa, called for by an 
ecumenical meeting last May in Botswana. Based in Harare, the new centre is 
to hold workshops, do research, gather data, publish, and translate. Lutheran 
Bishop J.C. Shiri, ZCC president, observed that while council members are 
"self reliant to a very high degree in human resources ... much is still 
needed to help the churches and ZCC to become self-reliant in their 
finances." He also said Zimbabwe is “in desperate need of unity", and that 
its liberation is "far from complete". He called for a continued church role 
in the "just struggle" against apartheid in neighbouring South Africa. |EPS] 


Brazil: list of church workers, others threatened with death EPS 87.09.05 
GOIa€NIA (Goias) - According to a report in A Folha de Sao Paulo newspaper, the 
national secretariat of the Rural Land Ministry Commission (CPT), based here, 
has a list of about 125 people - bishops, priests, government officials, union 
leaders, pastoral agents, and farm workers - who have received "death threats 
from hired thugs all over the country." The report also says that in 1985 and 
1986, 400 farm workers were assassinated in Brazil, and that no one has been 
convicted of the 1270 crimes committed against them in recent years. |EPS] 


Singapore: prime minister warns church against meddling EPS 87.09.06 

SINGAPORE - The Union of Catholic Asian News reports (15 August) that 
Singapore Prime Minister Lee Kuan Yew warned religious bodies not to interfere 
in politics. He recalled the arrest of 22 people, including several church 
workers, in May and June. They were charged with conspiring to set up a 
communist state. (Seven of the 22 have been released.) Lee called it 
"unusual and significant ... that these Marxists found the Catholic church a 
good cover to hide behind, an unexpected development." In his National Day 
speech, Lee also referred to the “important role" of religion in Singapore. 
It has, he said, "helped many Singaporeans to keep their bearings in the midst 
of rapid change in their lives." He said that "to keep this happy state of 
affairs Jin terms of government neutrality on religion, and interreligious 
peace in the city-state], religion must not get mixed up in politics." About 
30 percent of the 2.6 million Singaporeans are counted as Taoist, one quarter 
Buddhist, one sixth Muslim, one eighth "non-religious", one tenth Christians, 
3 percent Hindu. In a related development, a statement circulating among 
church people in Malaysia criticizes Gregory Yong, Roman Catholic archbishop 


heen for failing to publicly oppose the detention of the church workers. 
EPS 


Vietnam: priest accused of running Christian subversive network EPS 87.09.07 
HO CHI MINH CITY - The Union of Catholic Asian News reports (15 August) that 
Tran Van Thu, the 81-year-old priest who heads the Roman Catholic Congregation 
of the Mother Coredemptrix, has been accused by the government of setting up a 
nationwide network of 1600 Christian subversives. Thu was captured hiding in 
an attic here in July. The government says it found subversive materials at 
the congregation's monastery, including pamphlets about the Virgin Mary 
launching a counter-attack against the satanic communist government, and 
formation of an army of priests to fight the government. |EPS] 


GDR: meeting of Roman Catholics attracts 80,000 EPS 87.09.08 
DRESDEN - A three-day national meeting for Roman Catholics in the GDR (East 
Germany) attracted 80,000 people for its concluding, open-air eucharist (here, 
12 July). Other parts of the Programme included a day-long meeting for about 
1200 bishops, priests, deacons, and other church workers; and a day of 
discussions for about 3000 delegates from the six Roman Catholic dioceses in 
the GDR. Theme of the gathering was "God's Power — Our Hope", |EPS] 


Namibia: church, other homes, offices raided; people detained EPS 87.09.09 
WINDHOEK - Offices and homes of church, student, Swapo, and union leaders 
throughout Namibia were raided by South African authorities (18-19 August). 
Several people were arrested, reportedly under Article 6 of the Terrorism 
Act. National Chairman Daniel Tjongarero (Lutheran) and Vice-President 
Hendrik Witbooi (African Methodist Episcopal) were among Swapo officials with 
church connections detained. In separate statements in the wake of the raids, 
World Council of Churches General Secretary Emilio Castro, and the Executive 
Committee of the Council of Churches in Namibia expressed alarm at the "overt 
harassment and violently overreactive attacks" by the South African 
authorities. The Administrative Board of the Southern African Catholic 
Bishops' Conference (which includes Namibia), and General Secretary Gabriel 
Habib of the Middle East Council of Churches reacted similarly. |EPS] 


Uganda: as anti—Aids measure, Anglican diocese ends common cup- EPS 87.09.10 
KAMPALA - Misaeri Kauma, bishop of the Anglican Diocese of Namirembe, has 
ordered diocesan priests to offer communicants bread dipped in wine at the 
eucharist, rather than allowing many people to drink from the same cup. Kauma 
acted in response to concern about the spread of the Aids virus. |EPS] 


Tanzania: Anglican among consecrators of new Lutheran bishop EPS 87.09.11 
DAR-ES-SALAAM - John Ramadhani, Anglican archbishop of Tanzania, was among 
consecrators (30 August) of Elinaza Sendoro as bishop of the Eastern and 
Coastal Diocese of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania. In connection 
with the 100th anniversary of Lutheran mission work here, what was a synod of 
the ELCT, and of which Sendoro was president, became a diocese. The other two 
consecrators were Sven Ingebrand, bishop of Karlstad, |Lutheran] Church of 
Sweden, and Salomon Swallo, bishop of South Central diocese, ELCT. |EPS] 


Madagascar: Open-air worship marks martyrdom anniversary EPS 87.09.12 
ANTANANARIVO - Didier Ratsiraka, president of the Malagasy Republic, addressed 
a massive open-air service in a stadium here (14 August) to mark the 150th 
anniversary of the execution of Rasalama, a Christian woman in her 30s, by 
Queen Ranavalona I. She is considered the country's first Christian martyr 
|EPS 87.08.132]. Worship was broadcast on radio and tv. According to a report 
from the |United] Church of Jesus Christ in Madagasgar, Ratsiraka "confirmed 
--- his personal commitment to the word of God. He recalled the historical 
context of the persecution and questioned some aspects of the then missionary 
activities. He professed that nationalism and Christianity can live together 
for the welfare of all." About half the country's 11 million people are 
counted as Christians, mostly Roman Catholic, Anglican, United, and Lutheran. 
Overseas participants in an anniversary seminar on "witnessing to Jesus Christ 
in today's world" came from Britain, Switzerland, and the USSR. |EPS] 


Cuba: progress seen in church-government relations EPS 87.09.13 
BUENOS AIRES — Interviewed during a recent visit here, Obed Gorrin, director 
of the Ecumenical Studies Centre of Cuba, said that in the nearly 30 years 
since the country's communist revolution, there has been a gradual "opening 
with regard to religious themes". He said the Marxist authorities have 
noticed changes over the years on the part of at least some parts of the 
church. State authorities, he observed, "no longer consider us enemies, like 
those who stand with arms crossed, but rather, see us as human beings who wish 
to work with them" on issues related to justice and peace. |EPS] 


Switzerland: anniversary of church—backed Third World importer EPS 87.09.14 
SONCEBOZ - 0S3, a Swiss association which imports Third World products and 
spreads information on social justice and ecology in commerce, marks its 10th 
anniversary this year. It does five million Swiss francs worth of business, 
and has operated in the black for the past two years. More than a dozen 
agencies helped launch 0S3, including several with church connections. |EPS] 


Spain: government—church compromise EPS 87.09.15 
MADRID - The AP news agency reports that the Spanish government has agreed to 
transfer its ambassador to the Vatican, and that the Vatican has agreed not to 
name Spanish bishops who belong to the organization Opus Dei. |EPS] 


South Africa: white Reformed call ecumenical conference EPS 87.09.16 
JOHANNESBURG - In the wake of a call from its synod last year, the NGK, South 
Africa's principal white Reformed denomination, has invited representatives of 
other denominations to a consultation this month to discuss the church's role 
in dealing with the country's problems. |EPS]} 


South Africa/Switzerland: Boesak critical of Swiss church trip EPS 87.09.17 
JOHANNESBURG - In a message (7 August) to the Swiss church aid agency HEKS, 
Allan Boesak, the South African anti-apartheid leader and president of the 
World Alliance of Reformed Churches, sharply criticized the official visit of 
a delegation from the Swiss Reformed cantonal church of Zurich in connection 
with the opening of a library in Bophuthatswana, a South African black 
"homeland". Boesak said the visit would be used for propaganda purposes by 
the South African government. |EPS] 


Reagan meets with church critics on Nicaragua EPS 87.09.18 
WASHINGTON —- An eight-person delegation from the Presbyterian Church (USA) met 
with US President Ronald Reagan, Vice President George Bush, and other 
administration officials for an hour (here, 12 August) for what was described 
as a friendly but direct exchange on administration policy in Nicaragua. The 
meeting followed a Reagan phone call to Donn Moomaw, pastor of a Presbyterian 
congregation in California which he had attended, to voice concern about a 
Statement on Central America adopted last June by the PCUSA General Assembly. 
Moomaw suggested the meeting. He was joined by seven others who helped draft 
the report. One participant, Gary Demarest, pastor of another California 
congregation, said neither side "minced words", and "it was obvious that we 
have some substantial disagreements." |EPS] 


USA: National Religious Broadcasters create ethics panel EPS 87.09.19 
CHICAGO - The executive committee of National Religious Broadcasters approved 
creation of an Ethics and Financial Integrity Commission. A special meeting 
of the NRB board (here, 11 September) is to finalize specific standards and 
regulations for the commission. The NRB action comes in the wake of scandals 
and other adverse publicity in connection with the ministries of some US 
televangelists |EPS 87.04.17,62; 05.79; 08.03,47,137]. |EPS]} 


Lebanon: seminarians meet EPS 87.09.20 
BEIRUT — About 40 theological students met for a week (4-8 August) to discuss 
the role of theological students in the future of the ecumenical movement. 
Sponsored by the Middle East Council of Churches and the Association of 
Theological Institutions in the Middle East, participants included students 
from seven seminaries and the region's four "church families" (Eastern 
Orthodox, Oriental Orthodox, Evangelical, and Roman Catholic). |EPS] 


USA: Pentecostals disapprove of Christian rock performers EPS 87.09.21 
OKLAHOMA CITY (Oklahoma) - Delegates to the General Council of the 
|Pentecostal] Assemblies of God (here, 6-10 August, EPS 87.08.137) voted their 
"concern and disapproval of certain Christian artists whose appearance and 
Stage performances contradict in form, substance, and spirit that for which 
the Pentecostal movement stands." The resolution said the church "has come 
under special attack from Satan through the enteratainment media, and has been 
provoked to emulate the world in its degraded art forms." Observed Joseph 
Pyott, a pastor in Washington state who originated the resolution, "If you put 
the name Jesus on whiskey, it would still make you drunk. Putting the label 
Jesus on rock music doesn't change the essential nature of it." |EPS] 


Canada: church groups say they will defy proposed refugee laws EPS 87.09.22 

TORONTO - Church groups working with refugees say they will defy new laws 
proposed by the government which would make it illegal to help a refugee 
claimant to enter Canada without a valid passport, visa, or travel document. 
Leaders of Canada's major denominations have appealed to the government to 


drop plans to restrict refugee entry, and instead work for a speedy and just 
system to judge refugee claims. |EPS] 


Kenya: government appoints commission in Quaker dispute EPS 87.09.23 
NAIROBI —- The Kenyan government has appointed a commission to manage the East 
Africa Yearly Meeting of Friends pending resolution of a leadership dispute 
which has split the Quaker denomination. Last June, a court order restrained 
EAYMF Secretary General Thomas Lung'aho from exercising the duties of his 
office. He has since resigned. Some Quaker elders say the commission is 
illegal; they urged a boycott of the meeting the commission scheduled last 
month to help resolve the dispute. |EPS] 


Kenya: controversial Presbyterian minister deposed EPS 87.09.24 
NAIROBI - Timothy Njoya has been removed from the ministerial roster of the 
Presbyterian Church of East Africa by his presbytery. Early this year, Njoya 
refused a transfer from a large parish here to a rural parish about 100 
kilometres from here |EPS 87.03.120; 05.22]. He said he would retire instead, 
but the PCEA said he would have to accept the new post or resign. Nijoya said 
the transfer was "punishment" for a sermon he preached last October urging the 
government to dialogue with those opposed to it. Some government 
representatives called the sermon subversive. The presbytery also suspended 
another minister for a month for publicly supporting Njoya and_ thus 
"scandalising" the presbytery. |EPS] 


FAITH AND ORDER ACTS Ecumenical Press 
ON THREE PROGRAMMES Service 87.09.25 


MADRID -— Meeting near here (14-21 August), the 30-member Standing Commission 
on Faith and Order of the World Council of Churches reviewed its three major 
programmes - Baptism, Eucharist, and Ministry (BEM); Towards the Common 
Expression of the Apostolic Faith Today (TCEAFT); and the Unity of the Church 
and the Renewal of Human Community (UCRHC). 


The commission adopted a "Letter to the Churches" outlining the current state 
of the BEM process, including plans for a consultation next July in Finland. 
It is to deal with what WCC Faith and Order Director Giinther Gassmann 
describes as "controversial issues" arising from the official responses - so 
far 160 - to BEM, an ecumenical text released for world-wide comment in 1982 
|EPS 49/02]. In addition a drafting group has been appointed to prepare a 
report on the BEM process and responses, and a statement on the ecumenical 


significance of the process. 


The commission agreed to distribute as a study document preliminary results of 
recent TCEAFT work - a 100-page text called "Confessing One Faith - Towards an 
Ecumenical Explication of the Apostolic Faith as Expressed in _ the 
Nicene-Constantinopolitan Creed (381)." 


As for UCRHC, the commission agreed on major sources for a report on that 
programme. Like the other two, it is to go to the August 1989 meeting of the 
120-member Plenary Commission on Faith and Order. 


f the Second World 
The commission here also marked the 50th anniversary 0 

Conference on Faith and Order (in Edinburgh in August 1937), and the first 
anniversary of the death of Nikos Nissiotis, an Eastern Orthodox theologian 


from Greece who was commission moderator. |EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘Message from Mount Hiei' EPS 87.09.26 


This is the message from the interfaith gathering for prayer for peace near 
Kyoto last month (EPS 87.08.123). Besides Japanese, there were overseas 
participants from eight religions - Buddhism, Christianity, Islam, Judaisn, 
Hinduism, Sikhism, Confucianism, and Native American (US Indian) Religion. 


Overseas Christians included Francis Cardinal Arinze, president of the Vatican 
Secretariat for Non-—Christians; Ro Chung-Hyun, a vice-president of the World 
Alliance of Reformed Churches; Lee Soo-Min, secretary general of the World 
Alliance of YMCAs; David Young, representing the | Anglican] Archbishop of 
Canterbury; John Lewis, Anglican bishop of North Queensland (Australia); 
William Folwell, Anglican bishop of Central Florida (USA); Metropolitan 
Makary, Eastern Orthodox Archbishop of Ivano—Frankovsk and Kolomyisk (USSR); 
Paulos Mar Gregorios, an Oriental Orthodox metropolitan (India) who is one of 
the seven presidents of the World Council of Churches; Maximilian Mizzi, 
director of the Franciscan ecumenical centre in Assisi (Italy). 


In addition, two Christians represented interfaith organizations - John B. 
Taylor (Methodist), secretary general of the World Conference on Religion and 
Peace; and James P. Morton (Anglican), president of the Temple of 
Understanding (USA). 


Japanese Christians reacted variously to the summit. The | Anglican] Holy 
Catholic Church in Japan was represented, but the Kyodan (United Church of 
Christ in Japan), Japan Evangelical Lutheran Church, and National Council of 
Churches declined to send participants, in part because of objections to the 
participation of representatives of Japanese Shinto shrines. Critics say they 
glorify war criminals. 


-. Our being together here to pray for peace signifies a continuation of the 
same open spirit in which the Day of Prayer was observed at Assisi in October 
1986 |EPS 86.10.121], when the leaders of different religious traditions came 
together to pray for peace. Their intention was to offer to the suffering 
world of today a powerful witness to the common commitment of religions to 
peace and to the cause of man, while all remained true to their own religious 
backgrounds and retained the identity of the faith of each. 


We recognize and affirm that the search for peace is a fundamental aspect of 
every religion, according to which peace is not merely the absence of war, but 
the state of fraternal concord and the realization of the unity of the whole 
human family. Peace cannot exist without justice and love. As such, the 
desire for peace must be sincerely fostered by the followers of all religions. 


When we pray, we cannot but confess our unworthiness for the task of peace. 

Therefore we pray for our own inner renewal, so that we may be more faithful 
to our commitment to peace. Praying for peace involves also working for 
peace, and even suffering for peace. Service and sacrifice for this cause 
takes different forms and methods, such as working for the resolution of 
conflicts, disarmament, development, the preservation of the environment, 
human rights, care for refugees, and the transformation of unjust social 
Systems. Religious people have to make ‘a preferential option for the poor'. 


Our task is enormous and our own strength is insufficient. Thus we seek to 
80 forward in the power of prayer. We are confident that the Supreme Being 
hears our trustful prayers and listens to our supplications. Prayers and 
meditations cleanse our hearts and souls and make us humble instruments of 
peace. May our example of coming together here to pray for peace be followed 
and mutliplied elsewhere in the world, and may the great gift of peace, for 
which all humanity yearns, be granted in our time. |EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘Ecumenical Sharing - Southern Reflections' EPS 87.09.27 


The following are from material prepared in connection with the World 
Consultation on Resource Sharing |EPS 87.06.08, 07.15] sponsored by the World 
Council of Churches in Spain in October. The full texts are available from 
the WCC/Resource Sharing (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20). The items are from 
material prepared by the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania, Christian 
Council of Malawi, National Consultation on Ecumenical Sharing of Resources 
|India], and Presbyterian Church in Cameroon. 


TANZANIA: ... There is a deep-rooted belief by many Christians in the North to 
suggest solutions for us by way of charity and aid. We are not allowed to 
speak about this aid and if we do we appear as bad boys. There is also a 
tendency to maintain the structures of aid and charity. On the contrary, 
mentioning the need to bring about structural changes, one is branded a 
Communist or trying to engage the church into politics. 


As for us, we only see the selfishness on the side of Christians in the North 
in refusing to relinquish economic power which was derived out of exploitation 
and oppression of the poor nations. How long are the churches in poor 
nations going to continue to depend on the Northern churches which directly or 
via their related agencies have developed their criteria on how to help the 
South ss ov 


What should be a proper aid for structural change and power sharing? How 
much has been done in this area since 1968 by the ecumenical movement? What 
model of sharing power can the ecumenical movement show as an example to the 
secular world? 


We expect that these questions will be seriously considered at the coming 
consultation. Empowering the poor in the world has always been a song in the 


ecumenical movement. I feel this is what the director of CICARWS |the 
inter-church aid commision of the WCC] in his 1985-86 activities report 
implies when he said: "In the future CICARWS will have to stress root cause 


Studies, self-reliance and development and advocacy. For this, it will depend 
on a fellowship patiently involved and believing in process rather than quick 
results, and in the dignity and autonomy of those who are part of the process 
rather than in the ownership by those who support them." 


We shall anxiously expect financing of process to take place without being 
undermined by self-congratulation attitudes of the North on having given too 
much financial and material consultations to the South. This attitude of the 
North brings us to where each and everybody in a Christian community is 
obliged to share burdens and suffering of each other. 


We need even more commitment on the side of the Christians in North America 
and Western Europe to bring to an end systemic evil embedded in evil 
structures which continue to breed poverty and misery. This commitment is 
better than great financial contributions. 


We feel that our brothers and sisters in the North have not fully shared our 
burdens and suffering. We hear them saying, "It's pleasant to give without 
feeling the price." We do not see many of them in our struggles against 
apartheid neither do we see full commitment in undermining the activities of 


the multinationals. 


At most, we have the impression that they feel the root causes of our problems 
are located in the South. According to recent studies, the major root causes 


are in the North. |over] 


southern/2 


In the process of seeking for a fair ecumenical resource sharing, the 
ecumenical movement should begin to realize that the failure to bring the 
Kingdom of God on earth is due to the fact that the centre of the problem is 
spending too much time defending its ways which could be better spent on 
amending them. Resource sharing should begin by a long term objective of 
eradicating poverty by destroying the present evil structures. ... 


MALAWI: ... Regional Sharing: The council observes that regional sharing in 
Africa presents a number of difficulties. One of these is that while it is 
easy to communicate with other countries outside Africa it is difficult to 
communicate with countries within Africa. It is felt, therefore, that the 
churches must set an example of inter-African System of communication, thus 
identifying themselves as an African church. 


The role of Christian councils in this connection is to foster good 
relationships between churches in their respective countries and within Africa 
thus enabling the system of sharing to take its course with justice and 
compassion for the poor. To this end, the councils should promote cooperation 
within African churches in Africa by transcending territorial boundaries of 
their respective countries. 


The All Africa Conference of Churches can be seen as one way in which regional 
sharing can be effected. The AACC should be able to identify itself with the 
region and with a more vigorous and dynamic leadership create a sense of unity 
of purpose and a set of goals. 


Inter—Regional Sharing: The council recognized the need for inter-regional 
sharing and endorsed this as an ideal situation. The North/South and 
West/East divide is destructive and contrary to the ideals of the gospel. 
Inter-regional sharing with the poor at the other end of the continuum has 
tended to make the latter more dependent on the rich who have naturally become 
more powerful and more independent than their counterparts. 


The council recommends that this situation be deplored since sharing does not 
imply dependence. Inter-regional sharing, therefore, must be geared towards 
making the poor more independent than ever before. 


National Sharing: In the case of Malawi, ecumenical sharing in the national 
scene has been achieved through the activities of the Christian Service 
Committee. National churches with similar organizations such as CSC could 
raise funds from local sources which in turn could be shared out by member 
churches. The council feels that attempts should be made to exploit the 
existing economic and financial resources in order to create a fund to assist 
the church. It is noted that such a move may even mean putting to death the 
existing structures in order to resurrect them again. 


Manpower: The council is of the view that manpower-sharing is a possibility 
through exchange visits. The hindrance has been that the rich churches have 
always been too quick in identifying the needs of the poor churches while in 
the process fail to recognize their own needs in terms of personnel. The 
council notes that North/South and East/West exchange of personnel should be 


encouraged in terms of skilled and unskilled manpower who can be able to share 
their spiritual experiences with one another. 


Material Sharing: The poor churches can share with the rich churches the 


escetgan of their raw materials if they cannot afford to give out money. 
more 


southern/3 


Sharing of Literature: The council feels that this is an area of great 
interest. Literature of a theological nature written by African theologians 
could be shared with other people in the East. 


Training and Education: Training and Education is a vital area in the life 
of the church. North/South exchange of students should be encouraged in 
order to have a sharing of spiritual experiences and learn together. 


Inter-educational strategies could be worked out whereby theological colleges 
could have mixed groups from the North and from the South. 


Visits: These need to be encouraged at all levels. It is through these 
exchange visits that the churches can enrich one another in their endeavour to 
preach the gospel of Christ. 


INDIA: ... Sharing is an exchange between equal partners. In a world highly 
unequal, relations of economic, social and political power and status - 
between nations, between classes and castes, between men and women - 'sharing' 
can and does hide painful realities of injustice. It often reinforces 
existing unjust structures of division and domination. 


Hence the need to constantly and critically question and reframe our 
perspectives - theological and social - lest we become, unwittingly, partners 
of domination, not partners in liberation. 


It was such a search towards new and meaningful answers towards a relevant 
"Ecumenical Sharing of Resources' that brought us together. ... |we] were 
drawn from the various churches of India as well as from many forums and 
development institutions of the Indian church. We have tried to understand 
our present reality. We have seriously questioned our present perspectives. 
We have collectively looked for meaningful approaches in the future. ... 


Power and privilege for the few; powerlessness and misery for the many - that 
is our world, a world of: 


- Affluent countries that continue to exploit migrant labourers and third 
world countries through neo-colonial structures and policies. 


- A process of capitalist development that deprives the poor of their land, 
labour and resources, destroys the cultural identities of lower groups and 
dalits, denies women even the control over their bodies. 


—- Consumerist tendencies that cruelly deplete our natural and human resources. 


- The cultural domination of the few that keep indigenous and minority groups 
and cultures in bondage. 


— Reductionist and authoritarian trends of thoughts and behaviour that stunt 
and strangle any genuine search for the new heaven and new earth in life and 


relationships. 


It is indeed a world of unequal power relations at all levels that make the 
sharing of power a distant dream and near impossibility. ... In our context 
today, the painful realities of dalits |"untouchables"] and of women require 


special study, attention and concern. ..- [over] 
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... Traditional theological attitudes that uphold the primacy of charity 
projects and ad-hocism, wrong interpretations of the Bible that confuse 
injustice with God's blessings and curses; an image of God that often is used 
as a test to legitimise present realities - these make it obligatory on us to 
seriously think and work towards a new theological orientation that will truly 
sppport new ways of living and sharing: more people centred, more democratic, 
more secular. ... 


CAMEROON: ... A cursory look at Africa within the past two decades reveals 
that there has been quite an invasion of the continent by Asian contemplative 
religious and ... Muslim ‘evangelists’ | who] have been driven by the same 
fervour today just like the early Christian missionaries were in the late 18th 
and early 19th centuries. 


Islam particularly received a big boost in the emergence of the power of 
petro-dollars. Unfortunately, the resurgence of Islam and the Asian mystic 
cults were met by a retreat of Christian ‘missions’. 


But it is not all lost yet. Jesus Christ for millions of Africans still 
presents the best alternative of life. And a lot more can still be achieved, 
if we could plan a lot more effectively, determine our priorities better and 
use our resources more efficaciously. 


It is true for the first time in world history the church has become really 
global. But the question still is, how can we in Africa for instance, 
succeed to make Christianity traditionally and culturally African while 
intrinsically remaining Christian. While some great useful strides have been 
made towards indigenization of Christianity, we still realize that the entire 
process is being constantly thwarted by some self-appointed agents of 
‘authentic' Christianity from the West and their lackeys in Africa. 


Whenever Christianity attempts to put on Africa clothes it suddenly becomes 
"syncretism'. If the church is truly global, and Jesus Christ is really the 
Lord of all life who ‘converts and transforms culture', then he should also be 
viewed from the African perspective, with an African workview, using African 
cultural resources ‘for God has never left his people without a witness'. 


The paradigm of the eucharist is quite inspiring and encouraging. The 
unfortunate thing, however, is that in this global Christian community, the 
African church is still a stranger to the banquet. Though rich in human 
resources and intensely profound in spiritual and cultural values, the African 
church is poor and basically incapable of harnessing its potential resources 
for its own spiritual and material development. How can Africa share its 
resources on the round table with the visibly '‘'rich' Western church, which 
from our point of view, is quite spiritually dry? 


We hope and pray that the forthcoming consultation will indeed be able to map 
out a more realistic and creative method in sharing of ecumenical resources; 
a method that will provide the richer and more powerful partners a genuinely 


loving (agape) spirit, that will liberate them from their arrogance and 
paternalism. 


Such a method of our times should also endeavour to equip the poorer partners 
so that they can be liberated from the stranglehold of dependency to a point 
of self supporting. It would be a major breakthrough indeed if the ecumenical 
movement can succeed where the North/South dialogue has failed. |EPS] 
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SHOPTALK (54/31) 


In EPS 87.09.01, change the spelling in paragraph seven, line three (and 
thereafter) to Eyadéma. 


The official report of last November's Larnaca Consultation [EPS 
86.11.55-59, 12.01,25,40] on interchurch aid, refugee, and world service is 
available from WCC Publications, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. It costs 13.50 
Swiss francs, 8.95 US dollars, or 5.50 UK pounds. 


What is Aids? is the title of a small "manual for health workers" published 
by the WCC Christian Medical Commission, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20... ¥en 


The WCC inter-church aid commission (CICARWS, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) 
released (19 August) a situation report (its first) on ethnic conflict in Sri 
Lanka, and a report (19 August) on its Asia floods fund. 


Study guides for use in local groups in connection with the WCC programme on 
The Unity of the Church and the Renewal of Human Community are available 
from the WCC Commission on Faith and Order, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


The WCC World Consultation om Resource Sharing [EPS 87.06.08; 87.07.15] 
takes place 24-31 October in Spain (in El Escorial, about 40 kilometres from 
Madrid). About 200 people are expected from more than 70 countries. 
Journalists are welcome to attend. (Write to EPS for accreditation 
information.) EPS plans coverage of the meeting, in issues to be mailed in 
late October and early November. 


An analytical report on WCC scholarships in 1986 is available from the WCC 
Sub-Unit on Education, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


The Council of Churches in Namibia (Box 41, Windhoek 9000) has published a 


book Namibia in Perspective, including articles by 24 authors from different 
races and professions. 


A booklet outlining the current WCC emphasis on Justice, Peace, and the 
Integrity of Creation is available from the WCC JPIC Office (Box 66, CH-1211 
Geneva 20). The office has also begun a quarterly newsletter, Forum, on JPIC 
issues. It appears in English, French, German, and Spanish. 


A WCC calendar of meetings through September 1988 is available from_EPS. 


1988 subscription rates for EPS (including airmail) are 69.50 Swiss francs, 
42.50 US dollars, 26.50 UK pounds, 52.50 Australian dollars, 65 New Zealand 
dollars, 95 Dutch guilders, 85 FRG marks, 250 French francs, 250 Swedish 
kronor, 175 Indian rupees, or 49.50 Canadian dollars. 


Photo Oikoumene, the periodic WCC photo catalogue, is available to those who 
request it from WCC/Visual Arts, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. A set of back 
catalogues (since February 1981) is available for 15 Swiss francs. You may 


also request photos to go with specific EPS stories. They will be sent at 
your expense as available. 


EPS appears 45 times a year. This issue was printed 1 September. (next issue, 
8 September). Deadlines are Mondays at 7h00 GMT. On request, EPS will send 
headlines by telex or telefax. Then you can ask (and pay) for full texts. 


~ 


NEW CALEDONIA: REFORMED Ecumenical Press 
URGE PRAYER AND FASTING Service 87.09.28 


NOUMEA - The executive body (Conseil Supérieur) of the Evangelical [Reformed] 
Church in New Caledonia called for a day of fasting and prayer 6 September. 


The body said the "fundamental problem" in this Pacific territory ruled by 
France is that "the existence and the rights of the Melanesian people ... are 
still denied by colonialism." 


In a seven-point condemnation of French colonial rule, it said alcohol has 
been used to "physically and morally destroy the Kanak people", and that 
foreigners have been brought to the territory to "make the Kanaks a minority 
in their own country". 


It said the French army, "under a pretext of guaranteeing order and security, 
serves above all to protect the power and interests of the ruling groups, 
while intimidating and repressing the Kanak people." 


France scheduled a referendum on the territory's future this month (13 
September). The question put to voters was: "Do you want New Caledonia to 
obtain independence, or to remain with the French Republic?" 


But the Evangelical body said Kanaks refuse to take part in the vote because 
they "will not accept to be put to death on the altar of a false democracy. 
Majorities per se are not right, and using democratic rules in a country 
dominated by a colonizing majority is contrary to the principle of democracy, 
dishonest, and absurd", it continued. 


The church statement called Kanak resistance "a right" and "an obligation" 
because "all people have the duty to refuse genocide." 


Reaffirming the 1979 Evangelical General Synod position favouring independence 
for the territory, the body supported the 22 August-3 September march 
organized by FLNKS, the pro-independence coalition. It delayed the next synod 
from 24-28 August to 21-26 September to "allow every one who wishes" to take 
part in the FLNKS demonstration. It also urged that the march take place in 
"dignity and serenity" and that "all verbal and physical violence" be avoided. 


The FLNKS march was subsequently banned by the French authorities. Instead, 
the coalition organized a series of smaller, pro-independence gatherings 
throughout the territory. 


Guidelines on preparing for the prayer day call prayer a "prophetic way to 
announce to the world and to our country our hope in the Kingdom of God. 
Consequently, there is hope for the future. But, to announce the Kingdom of 
God is to enter inevitably into conflict, and to confront the hard realities 
of the anti-kingdom ... of oppression, alienation, and domination." 


The body opposed the Pacific Games scheduled here in December because they 
"hide the real problems of New Caledonia." 


New Caledonia has about 150,000 people. According to 1983 figures, the ethnic 
composition of the population was 42.6 percent Melanesian (almost all Kanak), 
37.1 percent European, 12.2 percent Polynesian, 3.7 percent Indonesian, 1.6 


percent Vietnamese, and 2.8 percent other. 


About 90 percent of the population is reckoned as Christian, of which about 
three quarters is counted as Roman Catholic. Most Kanaks, however, are 


Reformed. [EPS] 


AFRICA CHURCH ASSEMBLY CONDEMNS Ecumenical Press 
ABUSES IN SOUTH AFRICA, NAMIBIA Service 87.09.29 


LOME (Togo) - The Fifth Assembly of the All Africa Conference of Churches 
[here, 18-25 August] condemned the "systematic imposition of apartheid laws 
and abuse of human rights of the majority population in South Africa and 
Namibia as unjust, heretical, and immoral." 


It demanded the “immediate release of all political prisoners of conscience" 
and called on the “illegitimate apartheid regime of South Africa to enter into 
meaningful dialogue with the accredited representatives of the black 
population of South Africa and Namibia with a view to establishing just and 
equitable political systems acceptable by the majority of the South African 
and Namibian blacks." 


The assembly declared "full support for the liberation movements of South 
Africa and Namibia", and urged "all Christian people and governments of the 
African states to support" them "inside and outside their borders". It urged 
a “comprehensive economic embargo on South Africa" as a “non-violent way of 
ending the apartheid regime". It noted “with gratitude, the support, the 
protection, and the extension of refugee, and exile status, together with full 
human rights to live, work, and develop, given by the African states", to 
refugees and exiles from South Africa and Namibia. 


Finances: Speaking at a mews conference, AACC Acting General Secretary 
James Kangwana said a five-year plan is underway to wipe out a deficit of 
about 850,000 US dollars accumulated in the 1982-87 period. Reporting to the 
assembly, Kangwana noted that last year, the AACC received 39,010 US dollars 
from its members, about three percent of the budget. He said three quarters of 
its approximately 120 members made no financial contribution to the AACC in 
1986. The assembly later approved a monthly AACC operating budget of 120,000 
US dollars. 


New leaders: Besides choosing a new president and general secretary [EPS 
87.09.01], the assembly elected four vice-presidents - Rachel Tetteh (pastor, 
Methodist, Ghana), Michel Twagirayesu (pastor, Reformed (Presbyterian), 
Rwanda), Cyprian Bamwose (bishop, Anglican, Uganda), and Antonius Markos 


(bishop, Oriental Orthodox, Egypt) - and a 25-person General Committee to 
govern the AACC until the next assembly. 


The committee was elected from six African regions - West (7 - Benin, Togo, 


Nigeria, Ghana, Liberia, Nigeria, Sierra Leone), East (4 - Kenya (2), 
Tanzania, Madagascar), Central (7 - Zaire (3), Cameroon (2), Gabon, Rwanda), 
North (Sudan, Ethiopia), and Southern (5 - Malawi, Botswana, Zambia, 


Mozambique, South Africa). Traditions represented include Methodist, 
Reformed, Anglican, Baptist, Lutheran, Quaker, and Oriental Orthodox. 


Closed session: During the assembly, several delegates demanded details 
about the resignation two years ago of Anglican Archbishop Walter Makulu as 
AACC president, and the departure at the end of last year of Maxime Rafransoa 


as AACC general secretary. Subsequently, the assembly discussed the matter 
during a closed session of about two hours. 


US blacks: Among those attending the assembly was a 20-person delegation of 
US blacks. At a news conference, they warned against US-based evangelical 
organizations active in Africa promoting "the theology of a pie in the sky" 
Which "does not take account of the social, economic, and political realities 
of the black man in the world." They also Suggested the AACC allow black 


poe aire outside of Africa to become associate members of the conference. 


ECUMENICAL PATRIARCH MAKING Ecumenical Press 
ORTHODOX, ECUMENICAL VISITS Service 87.09.30 


ISTANBUL - Ecumenical Patriarch Demetrios I, "first among equals" in the 


Eastern Orthodox hierarchy, is halfway through a multi-month round of visits 
to Eastern Orthodox leaders. 


Then, in December, having called on colleagues in his own tradition, he is to 
go to Rome, London, and Geneva for a series of ecumenical encounters. There 
he is to meet with the pope and other Roman Catholic leaders, the archbishop 
of Canterbury and other Anglican officials, and the general secretary and 
other staff members of the World Council of Churches. 


Demetrios' round of travels included (last month) the first official visit by 
an ecumenical patriarch to the Russian Orthodox Church in 400 years. He 
called his Soviet visit a "journey of love, peace, and unity" to strengthen 
historic bonds between the patriarchate and the country's two Eastern Orthodox 
churches (the other being the Georgian Orthodox Church, based in a Soviet 
republic which borders Turkey). 


Earlier, he visited the patriarchates of Alexandria and Jerusalem, which have 
responsibility for Eastern Orthodox Christians in Africa, and Israel and 
Jordan respectively. While in Egypt, he also visited the Coptic [Oriental] 
Orthodox Church. A visit planned to the patriarchate of Antioch (based in 
Damascus) was postponed. This month, he is visiting the patriarchates of 
Romania, Bulgaria, and Serbia (in Yugoslavia). November visits are planned to 
the Churches of Greece and Cyprus, the Polish Orthodox Church, and the 
Orthodox Church of Czechoslovakia. 


Demetrios says the visits are to "tighten the brotherly bonds between the 
patriarchate and the [Eastern] Orthodox churches", and "to promote the quest 
for Christian unity, as well as for friendship and brotherhood among all men 
and peoples of the earth." [EPS] 


CHURCH APPEALS MADE Ecumenical Press 
ON CRISIS IN HAITI Service 87.09.31 
PORT-AU-PRINCE - In separate statements, the Executive Committee of the 


Protestant Federation of Haiti and the country's Roman Catholic bishops have 
spoken about what the federation calls the country's “extremely grave 
political crisis". The Caribbean Conference of Churches also commented on the 
situation. 


The federation spoke of a "rupture of dialogue and confidence between the 
people and the government, which is guilty of manifest violations of the new 
constitution." Warning against violence, it urged a "frank, loyal, and firm" 
dialogue among all parties "in order to find a solution to the crisis which 
responds to the people's deep aspirations." The bishops said the country's 
crisis gets worse each day, with the gap ever widening between the governors 
and the governed. Like the federation, they appealed for negotiations 
involving different segments of society [87.08.1116]. 


In its statement, the CCC said it is "encouraged by the people's obvious 
resolve to participate fully in the determination of the future direction of 
Haiti towards justice and peace for all", but also "disturbed at reports of 
continuing violation of human and civil rights by military and other elements." 
It appealed for funds to support several development and relief projects in 
the country, and urged special prayer for Haiti 6 September. [EPS] 


ROMAN CATHOLIC RESPONSE RECEIVED Ecumenical Press 
ON BAPTISM, EUCHARIST, MINISTRY Service 87.09.32 


GENEVA - The official Roman Catholic response to the 1982 international, 
ecumenical, convergence text on baptism, eucharist, and ministry (BEM; EPS 
49/02) has been received by the Commission on Faith and Order of the World 


Council of Churches. 


The final form of the 40-page text was worked out by the Vatican Secretariat 
for Promoting Christian Unity and the Congregation for the Doctrine of the 
Faith. Among inputs were responses from national conferences of bishops and 
theological faculties. 


wcC Faith and Order Director Giinther Gassmann observed that the response 
includes "affirmation of large sections of the BEM text", 


It calls BEM "a significant result and contribution to the ecumenical 
movement" which "demonstrates clearly that serious progress is being made in 
the quest for visible Christian unity. ... We recommit ourselves to this 
process with other churches and ecclesial communities ...." 


Gassmann said the "most important" among "critical questions" raised in the 
Roman Catholic response concerns its conviction that “ordained ministry 
requires sacramental ordination by a bishop standing in the apostolic 
succession." 


The response says that only when this question is "settled adequately" will a 
"serious step towards recognition of ministry ... become possible". It also 
describes “the recognition of the ordained ministry and of the ecclesial 
character of a Christian community" as "indissolubly and mutually related." 


Commenting on the importance of the Vatican response, Gassmann made four 
points: 


"For the first time in the history of the ecumenical movement the Roman 
Catholic church has officially responded to an ecumenical document. It has 
thereby affirmed in a concrete, authoritative and unambiguous manner its 


commitment to and full participation in the one and comprehensive ecumenical 
movement. 


"The critical comments in the response are presented as suggestions for 
further work of Faith and Order in which Roman Catholic theologians are fully 
involved. These comments are made on the basis of definitions of Roman 
Catholic doctrine which may lead to a fruitful debate also within the Roman 
Catholic church concerning its own doctrinal and ecumenical position. 


"The response clearly affirms large sections of the BEM document and sees in 
them, if accepted also by other churches, both a means of deepening the 
already existing, though imperfect, communion between the churches and the 
opening of further advance towards the goal of full visible unity. 


"The response underlines in clear words the importance of the multilateral 


dialogue as complementary to and as the broader framework for the bilateral 
dialogues between Christian World Communions." 


To date, about 160 official responses have been received, representing most of 
the world's Christian traditions. All of them are to be published; three 
volumes of them have appeared so far in English. [EPS] 
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PNG: CHURCH LEADERS OBJECT TO Ecumenical Press 
AUSSIE TV REPORT; SPEAK ON AIDS Service 87.09.33 


BOROKO - In separate statements, the leaders of six denominations in Papua New 
Guinea - Lutheran, Roman Catholic, United, Anglican, Baptist, Salvation Army - 
have condemned an Australian tv report on crime in PNG, and offered comments 
on the Aids virus. 


The Australian report, the church leaders say, "gave a sensational and 
exaggerated portrayal of the law-—and-order problem in Papua New Guinea. It 
gave the impression that violent crime was epidemic, and largely directed at 
the expatriate-white community." 


The leaders say they "acknowledge the seriousness of crime here in Papua New 
Guinea and elsewhere in the world", but add that "it is not helped by such 
reporting, and does not accurately reflect the true situation." 


They call the "overly negative impression" created by the programme "unfair 
and unfortunate. It is a matter of regret that this production was screened." 


The leaders speak of "important moral issues" connected with Aids, affirming 
both that "the spread of this disease is not to be associated with a unique 
judgement of God", and that its spread is "through sexual relationships which, 
from a Christian point of view, are immoral, destructive of personal growth 
and happiness." 


They say "sexual life is for the exclusive and life-long commitment of a man 
and woman in marriage. Unfortunately, our people are becoming more 
promiscuous, and the customery and religious rules for life seem to be less 
effective." 


The leaders describe "homosexual practice [as] morally and seriously wrong". 
They "maintain a compassion and understanding for such individuals, and 
encourage them to Christian chastity." 


Condemning prostitution, the leaders say places in urban areas which "promote 
sexual promiscuity, prostitution, and alcohol abuse ... should be either 
closed, or conform to a standard consistent with the law, a community 
standard, and the values of this nation." 


The leaders also support government efforts "in awareness/education and in 
strengthening moral and family life". 


The statements were signed by Peter Kurongku, Roman Catholic archbishop of 
Port Moresby; Albert Toburua, the bishop who is moderator of the United Church 
in Papua New Guinea and the Solomon Islands; Gateke Gam, bishop of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Papua New Guinea; Isaac Gadebo, Anglican bishop 
of Port Moresby; Keith Wilson, church counsellor of the Western Highlands 
Baptist Union; and C. Williams, commander of the Salvation Army Papua New 


Guinea Province. [EPS] 


Chile: government warns bishops EPS 87.09.34 

SANTIAGO - Apic, a Swiss church news agency, reports (23 August) that bishops 
of the Roman Catholic church and leaders of the military government have been 
exchanging words about the proper role of church leaders in national life, 
with the government suggesting the bishops stick to what it understands as 
purely religious matters, and the bishops reaffirming their duty to speak out 


on national issues. [EPS] 


Hungary: Reformed sign agreement with state EPS 87.09.35 
BUDAPEST - An agreement on religious education on church premises has been 
signed by K4roly Téth, presiding bishop of the Reformed Church in Hungary, and 
Imre Mikl6s, who chairs the State Office for Church Affairs. It allows 
hour-long classes may be held twice a week from September to May. New 
Reformed material for such instruction is being prepared. A similar agreement 
with the state was signed by the Roman Catholic Church in Hungary (the 
country's numerically-dominant form of Christianity) in 1975. [EPS] 


Netherlands: Reformed studying euthanasia documents EPS 87.09.36 
AMSTERDAM - The General Synod of the Netherlands Reformed Church (NHK) has 
sent its ministers and parish councils documents on pastoral issues related to 
euthanasia ("mercy killing") which take different positions - rejecting it in 
all circumstances, or allowing it on occasion. Most of the discussion 
documents were prepared jointly by NHK and GKN (Reformed Churches in the 
Netherlands) members. The two denominations are in the process of uniting. 
[EPS] 


Netherlands: Reformed synod sets up ‘physical nature’ study EPS 87.09.37 
ROTTERDAM — Following an incident at an English-speaking congregation here 
under the jurisdiction of the Netherlands Reformed Church (NHK), the NHK 
General Synod has set up a commission to study "our physical nature", 
including questions related to homosexuality. The action follows the decision 
of the congregation's minister and elders to exclude from the eucharist for a 
nine-month period two homosexuals who live together. [EPS] 


Curacao: special relationship with Netherlands Reformed EPS 87.09.38 
WILLEMSTAD - A joint commission of the Netherlands Reformed Church (NHK), 
Reformed Churches in the Netherlands (GKN), and the United Protestant Church 
of Curacao (VPGC) is to co-ordinate relations between the three denominations 
following the decision of the NHK General Synod to enter into a special 
relationship with the VPGC, which has Lutheran and Reformed roots. [EPS] 


Netherlands: Reformed unhappy with RC letter on ecumenism EPS 87.09.39 
AMSTERDAM - In a joint response, the Netherlands Reformed Church (NHK) and 
Reformed Churches in the Netherlands (GKN) expressed disappointment with a 
letter on ecumenism issued by the Roman Catholic bishops of the Netherlands 
earlier this year. The Reformed response regretted the bishops’ distinctions 
between Reformed and Eastern Orthodox communities, and the Roman Catholic view 
that the Reformed cannot be called "church" without qualification. [EPS] 


Netherlands: ecumenical council on SDI, PLO, Aids EPS 87.09.40 
AMSTERDAM - According to the Council of Churches in the Netherlands (RKN), 
SDI, the US proposal for a space-based defence system, would not foster peace, 
and thus the council is opposing it. The council also asked Israel to repeal 
legislation which makes contacts with the Palestine Liberation Organization 
illegal. It also urged active pastoral care among patients with and carriers 
of the Aids virus, and among their friends and relatives. RKN membership 
includes three Reformed denominations (GKN, NHK, Remonstrant), plus the Old 
Catholic, Roman Catholic, and Evangelical Lutheran Churches, the Mennonite 
Brotherhood, Evangelical Brethren, and Society of Friends (Quakers). [EPS] 


Netherlands: church conference on poverty planned EPS 87.09.41 

AMSTERDAM - Agencies of the country's two main Reformed denominations (GKN, 
NHK) planned a conference on poverty in the Netherlands this month. It is to 
"give encouragement to initiatives from the chruches aimed at making 
politicians and society as a whole aware of the problems connected with 


poverty", especially in light of the "failure of the social security system in 
dealing with poverty". [EPS] 


Taiwan: visa refusals protested EPS 87.09.42 

TAINAN - Leaders of Tainan Theological College and Seminary have protested 
government refusal to allow Justus Freytag, a West German scholar invited by 
the seminary, to enter Taiwan. Freytag was given a visa, but refused 
permission to \enter Taiwan at CKS International Airport. According to 
seminary president Chang Te-Shiong, the authorities' action has "aroused the 
resentment of churches and academic institutions around the world" and has 
“undermined the credibility" of Taiwan's overseas representative offices, and 
"compromised [its] reputation ... in the international community of nations." 
Earlier this year, the government refused to issue a visa to South African 
church leader Allan Boesak, who was invited by the Presbyterian Church in 
Taiwan to be part of its General Assembly. The denomination protested that 
"the refusal may give a wrong impression to our people as if our country is 
supporting racial discrimination." The seminary is a PCT institution, in 
co-operation with the Episcopal [Anglican] and Methodist Churches. [EPS] 


Greece: developments in church-state row reported EPS 87.09.43 
ATHENS — Seven people, including a priest, appointed by the government to take 
over administration of much of the property of the [Eastern Orthodox] Church 
of Greece were barred from the eucharist for two years by its bishops during a 
two-day meeting here. The bishops have strongly opposed changes in the law 
which led to the appointments [EPS 87.03.93, 04.05, 04.45, 05.04, 06.31]. As 
a further sign of their displeasure, the bishops also resolved not to travel 
outside the country to represent the church. Meanwhile, the government has, 
at least temporarily, suspended the decrees which put the controversial law 
into effect. It was approved by the Greek parliament last April. [EPS] 


Mother Teresa wants to set up charity mission near Chernobyl EPS 87.09.44 
MOSCOW —- Mother Teresa said here she hopes the Soviet government will let her 
set up a charity mission near Chernobyl, site of last year's nuclear 
accident. The nun was visiting the area under the sponsorship of the Soviet 
Committee for the Defence of Peace. Igor Filin, a committee official, said 
the government is interested in "joint projects" with Mother Teresa, but 
details have not been worked out. "Now we are in 77 countries [including 
Cuba, Poland, and Yugoslavia]", she said. "So I am hoping that we'll be able 
to bring some sisters here and to do the same work together, all of us, to do 
something beautiful for God." [EPS] 


Australia: Uniting ministry of deliverance from demons reported EPS 87.09.45 

BRISBANE - Journey, a monthly of the Uniting Church in Australia, reported 
last month that around the country, "Uniting Church ministers and lay people 
are becoming involved in a new form of healing ministry as old as the New 


Testament itself - the deliverance of people oppressed by demonic powers." 
[EPS] 
USSR: Yakunin assigned a parish EPS 87.09.46 


SHCHOLKOVO - Gleb Yakunin, reinstated last May by the bishops of the Russian 
Orthodox Church, has been assigned as a parish priest here, about 35 
kilometres from Moscow. Yakunin was suspended by the church authorities in 
1966. In 1976, he founded an unofficial Christian Committee for the Defence 
of Believers' Rights. He was arrested in 1979, and sentenced in 1980 to five 
years in a labour camp, and five years in internal exile. He was released 


last March. [EPS] 


USSR: formation of religious rights group in Estonia reported EPS 87.09.47 

TALLINN - A group of believers here, including Leonti Veremchuk, a Methodist 
preacher, have reportedly formed an organization, Rock of Support, to, among 
other things, campaign for justice and equality for all believers in the 
Soviet Union, and assist Soviet citizens seeking emigration on religious 


grounds. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Olivier Clément: ‘The Orthodox Diaspora in West Europe' EPS 87.09.48 


Clément is a French Eastern Orthodox theologian. This is excerpted from a 
presentation last May at the Sixth Western European Orthodox Congress, in 
Walbourg (France). It was translated from French by the Language Service of 
the World Council of Churches. 


... How might we define the organization of such a diaspora, the 'spores' of 
which have germinated in this soil? This is a subject on which we have 
prematurely adopted standpoints which were and still are open to debate - on 
strengthening inter-episcopal conferences or committees, with representatives 
from Constantinople [i.e., the ecumenical patriarch, ‘first among equals’ in 
Eastern Orthodoxy] in the chair; or turning towards novel synodal forms; or 
avoiding anything suggestive of a kind of Orthodox Uniatism. 


Now things have changed, and the next preconciliar conference is to deal with 
this problem. We must have confidence in it and in due course react to the 
proposals it works out. ... 


Of course it has to be acknowledged that laws and the cumbersome sociological 
constraints affecting mini-minorities constantly give rise to more or less 
sectarian groups on the fringe of the diaspora. And this is another reason 
why it is so desirable to set up, even on a temporary basis, a canonically 
authoritative body. 


As I see it, however, the most clear-cut source of division in Orthodoxy today 
in western Europe is the problem of its relations with other Christians. In 
France at least, many converts, especially from Roman Catholicism, tend to be 
severe on the confession from which they have come over, in which one way or 
another they have suffered, and had direct experience of its inadequacies. 


Others, either born in the Orthodox church, or struck by the grace of ‘gentle 
Orthodoxy' though not rejecting anything positive in the confession in which 
they were born, or simply - as in my case - formerly atheists, discover 
through the medium of Orthodoxy the whole depth of contemporary Christianity. 


They marvel at so much holiness - truly Christian and truly churchly holiness 


—- and have a very strong sense of ... the ‘resurgence' of an undivided 
Christianity. 


It seems to me that the greater and deeper faith is, the more it can permit a 
variety of interpretations and the less it needs to impose a uniform pattern 
on everyone. So let us try together to bear witness positively to what is 
best in Orthodoxy - some of us highlighting the differences (but without any 


rigorous dismissive intention) and others the convergences (but without being 
tempted to relativize). 


For myself, I think that the ecumenical exchanges of our century have 
contributed to an enormous dawning of self-awareness in Orthodoxy. For to 
enter into dialogue, one has to be oneself. And I believe that an Orthodoxy 


thus clarified can play a great part in promoting the growing together in 
depth of Christians. 


It can remind them of our common roots (which they have rediscovered from time 
to time and are again today discovering for themselves) - roots which are not 
just biblical but truly ecclesial - for it can point out the organic unity of 
thought, liturgy, and contemplation; it can call into being an ecumenism of 
contemplatives and, through witnessing to its own continuity, it can help to 


eliminate the conflicts that arose between the Reformation and the 
Counter-Reformation. .... [EPS] 


. ECUTEXT: ‘Ecumenical Sharing — Northern Reflections’ EPS 87.09.49 


The following are excerpted from material prepared in connection with the 
World Consultation on Resource Sharing [WCRS, EPS 87.06.08, 07.15, 09.27] 
sponsored by the World Council of Churches in Spain next month. The full 
texts are available from the WCRS office (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20). The 
material was provided by the Council on Foreign Relations of the [Lutheran] 
Church of Norway, Commision on International and Ecumenical Affairs of the 
[Lutheran] Church of Sweden, nine Reformed and ecumenical agencies and 
organizations in the Netherlands, and Presbyterian Church (USA). 


NORWAY: ... In the present Norwegian society, with an increasingly hectic 
lifestyle and focus on individual career development and earning capacity, it 
may be a growing risk that people at the grassroot level are called to 
participate in the world-wide Christian fellowship mainly through their 
money. The concentration on money results in something similar to an "auditor 
attitude" where the activity "belongs" to the organization and its donors. 

The identity is linked to the money, the projects and the reports instead of 
to the idea that carries the involvement and that which is attempted realized. 


The stress on organizational priorities, management and control may generate 
trust in the organization and effectivity in use of resources, but it will 
become increasingly problematic if this will be achieved at the expense of 
identity and true sharing. 


This becomes even more important when we look at relationships to those whom 
we traditionally have viewed as recipients of the various forms of aid. 
Today we try to use different words, such as partners and co-workers, but in 
reality, power is yielded in the same way as _ earlier. The sharing of 
responsibility is avoided by putting the blame on the problems of the South, 
or by pointing out weaknesses in the international ecumenical structures. 
Thereby, the churches of the South are left in a dilemma where they are forced 
to a complex set of bilateral and multilateral relations, and where unworthy 
factors may be decisive in the choice of project or strategy. 


Traditionally, mission organizations have mobilized Christians to deep 
involvement in witness and service abroad as a natural consequence of faith. 
The call for prayer and practical support, and the commitment to peoples, 
regions and nations, have helped members identify with the mission work. This 
has however also often had the character of one-way sharing, where the 
Christians in the North were the ones who had something to share. 


Important initiatives have been taken in order to give church congregations a 
larger part in this fellowship. We can briefly mention experiences with the 
"Congregations' Mission Involvement", the "Lenten Campaign" and_ the 
"Third—World-Sunday", where development education has found an important place 
in the life of the church. We find here that the actual object of the 
involvement is divorced from a one-sided focus on the collection of money. 
Attempts are made at creating a two-way understanding of the meaning of 
sharing and mutual need for each other in the world-wide fellowship. 


All the same, we doubt whether such attempts are sufficient when it comes to 
coping with the question of representation and influence of power in the 
church's international involvement. Changes in the traditional one-way 
sharing relationship must come through awareness-building in both the South 
and the North. We must reach a common understanding of what is development 
and what role material and human resources play in the process. Each partner 
must also understand and satisfy the concerns and legitimate needs of the 


other partner in the process. ... [over] 


northern/2 


SWEDEN: ... When Swedish Christians see themselves in relation to the rest of 
our own society, we often realize the importance of our faith and the calling 
to keep up biblical values which seem to be the best guarantee for upholding 
the dignity and wholeness of man. Confronted with bottomless loneliness and 
meaninglessness in our societies we realize it is here, right here and now 
that the church's mission is needed. 


However, when we come across fellow Christians from the Third World it becomes 
more complicated. What causes us trouble is partly a structural, partly a 
personal problem. It is only too obvious that our churches are enormous 
superstructures when it comes to church buildings, staff, administration and 
finance. As long as we meet with the secularized Swedes we don't have to 
feel too bad about it. They are probably even better off. 


When you show an African bishop around a new church building in Sweden the 
problem could become acute. He might think: "I also want such a 4000 
US-dollar board-room table in my diocese". We constantly feel guilty about 
the fact that we have material resources, which are not really put to use by 
our own people. The churches' superstructures are rather empty inside. 


Secondly, meeting people from Third World churches arouses within you more 
personal and faith-related problems. We are only too well aware of the fact 
that in their churches people flock to the church services and other 
activities. While this is - at least to a large extent - true, it is also 
true that information through mission agencies, etc. tends to overstress the 
strong spiritual life in these churches without spelling out any of the 
shortcomings. In short, people in a Swedish congregation would feel very 
much aware about their shortcomings of this two-fold kind, when receiving 
Christians from the Third World. 


In the above-mentioned project "Mission to the North" this is just what took 
place. Even if this project isn't completed yet one can see one thing. 2G 
is clear that the strong self-criticism on the part of the Swedes does not 
correspond fully with the view of the visitors. While very clear in their 
critique, for example against the strong state-church connection, the visitors 


found many inspiring things, sometimes quite unexpectedly. Two examples may 
suffice. 


In one congregation the visitors were shown the well-organized work in the 
local hospital. One deaconess was employed full-time by the church to visit 
and care for the sick. One pastor was employed half-time for counselling and 
for holding services which are very much liked in Swedish hospital wards. 


Here the visitor was full of praise and she felt she had something to take 
back home. 


In another congregation an Indian lady paid a visit to a secondary school. 
To the question of whether they liked the church all in the class said they 
didn't care except one. This was a young girl with bright eyes who looked 


very happy. To the Indian visitors this girl became a true witness of faith 
and a proof that the Swedish church is not dead. 


It is difficult to generalize but it is probably true to say that many Swedes 
have a strong sense of fairness and justice. An impressing social reform 
programme has made us known to the outside world. Of course many people see 
the issue of local and global justice quite unrelated to the church and the 


gospel. Still, many see the relationship and are able to uncover the 
Christian roots. [more] 


northern/3: NETHERLANDS 


A RECENT LETTER From CorinTH TO PAUL THE APOSTLE 


Dr P. van Tarsus, President 
International Committee for World Mission 
Antioch, Syria 


Dear Paul, 


Re : Our Contribution to the Famine Emergency in Jerusalem 


You do not Know me personally. | am head of the Department 
of World Service of the Church here in Corinth. | take the 
liberty of addressing you as ‘Paul’ since it is by that name 
‘that you are known to us, and also it is the name with which 
you sign vour personal correspondence with us. 


AS you are aware, we have collected approximately 20,000 
Drachmae for our hungry brothers and sisters in Jerusclem, 
and this sum was transferred to them through your organization 
some time ago. We are now, however, having some difficulties 
with our congregations in Corinth ; and I should like to bring 
these to your attention in a systematic manner : 


1. Complaints about the high administrative costs : Initially 
you sent to us Titus, your messenger, together with one brother. 


a) They, however, left before we had completed our fund- 
raising campaign. Then last year you, once again, sent Titus, 
this time accompanied by two secretaries, to collect funds. 


b) In connection with the fund-raising campaign ( which took 
over a year), we incurred a rumber of overhead costs, in 
addition to spending 1 consideruole amount of time. 


We should like to say that Titus at all times, and also during 
the campaign, performed his task with great efficiency. We, 
however, had to meet board and lodging costs for him and his 
assistants, besides covering their travel expenses to Jerusalem. 
We fully agree that such large sums of money require proper 
administration. We also agree with the statement in your 
second Epistle to us that our accountability is not only to the 
Lord but also to the donors, in order that there be no hint of 
blame or suspicion. 


c) Thus a large percentage of the funds raised have been used 
for overhead expenses. While we realize that the churches 
of Macedonia have made themselves responsible for meeting 
your personal needs, these expenses must, nevertheless, be 
included in the administration costs of the overall programme. 


2. Lack of information about the use of the funds : This 
is the major complaint. Some individuals may have received 
information directly through personal contacts. We, however, 
have heard nothing since the remittance of the funds. Apart 
from the lengthy letter written by you during the hunger cam- 
paign we have received in our office nothing in the form of an 
official report. Your official letter, which is filed together with 
those of your missionary colleagues, contains no reference to 
the matter. We have no acknowledgment of the receipt of the 
funds. You are aware of the sympathy of the people in our 
churches for the brothers and sisters in need, but it is important 
that they be brought into closer contact. Here photographs 
would be of considerable help. 


3. Relationship between service and mission : Following the 
fund-raising campaign there has been disagreement among the 
congregations here in Corinth about service and mission. 
We would appreciate your opinion on this. How do you view 
the relationship ? In our minds, these tasks of the Church have 
no hierarchical relationship. We should like to see a clear 
division of labour, a policy also supported by the Synodal 
Bureau in Jerusalem. There deacons are employed for service 
activities ; they have missionaries also, and they have pastors. 
As for you, to be perfectly blunt, you are fulfilling all three 
functions. You, as director of missions, have led this hunger 
campaign. For our part, however, we have drawn clear lines 
of demarcation on both local and national levels. 


4. Lack of effective preparation and planning. Thiy isa 
problem which has been raised by same of our most respected 
leaders. Let me demonstrate it by viving a brief historical 
outline of the famine in Jerusalem, For over a vcar vou and 
your staff have been busy raising funds here. In vour Epistle 
you describe in extenso iand with a sound theological basis) 
the effect of this fund-raising on our congrezations and also 
(though in much less detail) the possible effects in Jerusalem. 
To strengthen your campaign sou sent first of all two, then 
three, of your most efficient workers, all of whom spent a 
considerable period of time and effort on this campaign, without, 
however, at any time publishing a clearly outlined programme 
of assistance! 


While the preparation of the hearts of our members has been 
carried out thoroughly, the preparation and planning of the 
programme in Jerusalem, which, after all is the whole purpose 
of the campaign, Aas been, to say the least, deficient, if not 
non-existent. There has been no long-term planning. Aid pro- 
grammes would seem to have been left completely in the hands 
of local church leadership who, although they are excellent 
Christians (perhaps even better than we), are poor administra- 
tors. They live from hand to mouth. According to reports 
received from Dr Lucas, they practise discrimination, par- 
ticularly against our own members from Corinth. They neglect 
the migrant population. There is lack of social justice. There 
may be understandable reasons for all of this but, in our opinion, 
there is great need for better planning trom outside, using 
expatriate staff who will work with complete objectivity. Only 
in this way can we hope to receive adequate reports which would 
also demonstrate the achievement of the desired structural 
changes. 


Frankly, we should perhaps say that your work in general 
suffers from inadequate planning. You travel frequently and 
carry out considerable missionary work, but usually spend 
only a few weeks or at the most one or two years in each place. 
The people are then left to their own devices. The consequences 
are readily visible; the whole Church no longer functions as 
it should (as can be seen from your official correspondence). 
You worry about them and pray for them constantly. This area 
of concern, however, more properly falls within the mandate 
of my colleagues in the Division of Overseas Mission, who 
will no doubt be in contact with you. 


5. Reactions in Jerusalem: After all the efforts made on our 
side, you now inform us that you are not sure of the way in 
which our contribution will be received in Jerusalem. This is 
really the limit ! We are aware that some of our brothers in 
Jerusalem tend towards fundamentalism and can be rather 
difficult — they even demand that we undergo circumcision. 
But to drive a point of dogma so far as to question grateful 
acceptance of help for the hungry really is not Christian. Here 
we are, just opening up the field of Inter-Church Aid, and they 
already threaten moratorium. 


Dear Paul, we love you deeply, as you well know. I sincerely 
hope therefore that this letter may contribute something to 
achieving our common goal : the furtherance of the kingdom. 


Yours in Christ, 
Fortunatus. 


P.S. This year we have organized an annual fund-raising 
ca:npaign entitled “Bread for Home and Heaven” in which 
both service and mission agencies participate. This is the out- 
come of a colloquium on “Proclamation and Human Develop- 
ment.” We are having some difficulty with the slogan you 
used during your first campaign: Koinonia. Community 
seems a somewhat inadequate translation. The real significance 
— “communal life in the body of Christ” — is clumsy, hard 
to handle and not really catchy enough for use by the mass 
media, While the grassroots may catch the essence of it during 
Holy Communion, as a publicity slogan it would not be a good 
fund-raiser, and that’s what we need! 


l fears | 


northern/4 


USA: ... It is our membership in the body of Christ that is the source of our 
ecumenical commitments. We stand among the churches of the world as a 
Reformed community, always being reformed according to the Word of God. We 
live as a servant under the discipline of God. 


We affirm that we are a reconciling community, working for the healing of the 
enmities and divisions within and without the church. ... 


Some of our provincialism is overcome by our being an ecumenically-oriented 
church. Locally our vision is enlarged by our participation in ministry with 
other denominations and councils. Nationally we share through councils of 
churches and other coalitions a common witness on public issues. 
Internationally we are partners in mission with many churches and hold 
membership in ecumenical organizations. 


We draw from them assistance in understanding, interpreting, and addressing 
the problems of the world's people, all of whom are the objects of God's love 
in Jesus Christ. 


We have a long history of missionary activity in our nation's changing society 
and among people of other nations and we have been in the vanguard of the 
ecumenical movement. Nonetheless, we are a church still learning, still being 
instructed in all these relationships. 


We have been inclined towards paternalism. We prefer to give because through 
giving, we often exercise power and control. We are learning with difficulty 
to receive. We are in transition towards a servant ministry and the humbling 
discipline of receiving. 


We are called to be part of a global and ecumenical community. Our world is 
wider and more diverse than that which our Reformed forebears knew. We live 
in a multilingual, multiracial, multicultural, and economically diverse world. 


However, we must exhibit God's clear preference for the poor, those at the 
edges of society, and those put down by the powers of this world. We must be 
a present sign in and for this changing world in unity with all Christians. 


The demonstration of our unity with other Christians in the United States 
involves faithful participation in local and national, ecumenical and inter- 
denominational bodies, as well as engaging in co-operative enterprises 
wherever effective for the work of the servant community. It also involves 
serious attempts to seek unity with other Presbyterian bodies within the 
United States, including those comprising recent immigrants to our country. 


The demonstration of our unity with Christians throughout the world is the | 


more urgent because of the way in which we as American churches have 
contributed to the brokenness of the body of Christ by our competitive and 


non-cooperative behaviour. We shall continue visible, ecumenical oneness at 


the international level through faithful participation in interdenominational 
and ecumenical bodies. 


We live and work together. Because there is one God who is Creator of all, 
we affirm that there is indeed one world and one family of humanity in it. 
All people are called to live together in peace and unity. 


* 
3 


# 


It is the particular calling of the church of Jesus Christ so to live in the 


world as to be "the prov 


isional demonstration of what G 
humanity" ... and thus to a od intends for all 


be a sign of unity and healing for all .... [EPS] 


\a 


o 


‘% 


{ 


JMENICAL PRESS SERVICE 


lt 


CH-1211 Geneva 20, Telephone (022) 91 6156. Telex 23423 OIK CH. Telefax (022) 9813 46. Editor Tom Dorris. 
13-25 September 1987 year 54 / issue 32 
WU Conseil! Oac,,.. ve 
sib route de ie Eglises 
fai] GENEVE 20 . 

Britain: church reps endorse new ‘ecumenical instrument’ 87.09.50 
Oriental Orthodox raise proselytism issue at African assembly os 
Europe: church-related peace forum urges survival strategy ays 
Kimbaguists mark founder's 100th anniversary of birth $53 
Australia: Anglican synod rejects priesting of women ~54 
Ecumenical and Moscow patriarchs see cooperation for Orthodox unity 355 
Zambia: Anglican bishops say Aids test report ‘complete fabrication' -56 
YWCA holds World Council -57 
USA: East Timor on ecumenical agenda -58 
Caribbean: rights network launched -59 
Eastern Europe: church reps meet on mission, evangelism - 60 
USA: involvement of ‘Christian right’ reported up around world 61 
Europe: Joint sponsorship for justice/peace meeting -62 
Namibia: small Lutheran denomination leaves ecumenical council 63 
UK: evangelicals appeal for ban on radio appeals -64 
Nicaragua: government allows return of bishop, two priests -65 
Honduras: ecumenical work camp builds reconciliation centre - 66 
Latin America: ecumenical meetings held -67 
Malaysia: capital council rejects religious meetings in homes -68 
Australia: ‘And God's word became a silicon chip' 69 
USSR: government minister for religion sees changes -70 
Pope has ‘historic, positive' meeting with Jewish leaders iva 
New Zealand: chaplaincy report urges changes ra2 
USA: interfaith tv spot urges passage of civil rights bill 73 
Mexico: bishops fear to issue pastoral letter 74 
Church meeting held on herbal medicines in primary health care “i, 
Argentina: bishops accused of complicity in military repression -76 
Scotland: RC priest baptizes in Reformed parish; bishop objects Fd 
Singapore: PM again warns on mixing religion, politics ee 
India: ecumenical support listed by Bhopal coalition -79 
Yugoslavia: archbishop says believers treated as second class - 80 
International Federation of Married Priests in congress 81 
USA: Adventist head says health-system problems being dealt with - 82 
UK: Christian Aid says government doesn't care for world's poor - 83 
UK: English Anglicans seeking 18m UK pounds for urban renewal . 84 
South Africa: complaint against torturers of priest weighed 285 
FRG: Former director of WCC Ecumenical Institute dies - 86 
ECUTEXTS: "Health and Healing in Witness" 187 

"Christians in Palestine - An Intra-Anglican Debate" . 88 
ECUVIEW: "Arrests and Repression in Namibia" 89 


Press Service provides news and information about the ecumenical movement. Its material may be freely reproduced with acknowledgement. EPS is a service of 
ouncil of Churches in partnership with the World Student Christian Federation, the World Alliance of YMCAs, and the World YWCA. Opinions expressed are not 
‘hose of the WCC or the partners 


SHOPTALK (54/32) J 


EPS coverage advisory: Items on the meeting of the WCC Executive Committee 
(Atlanta, 20-25 September) are planned for the issue to be mailed 30 
September. Items on the WCC World Consultation on Resource Sharing (24-31 
October, El Escorial, Spain; EPS 87.06.08, 07.15, 09.27, 09.49) are planned 
for the issue to be mailed 6 November. On advance request, EPS coverage 
and/or special material on either or both meetings is available by telex, 
telefax, or telephone. 


Witness in a Multi-Religious Context is the report of a YMCA seminar last 
October in Thailand. The report is available from the Asia Alliance of YMCAs 
(23 Waterloo Road, Kowloon, Hong Kong) or the World Alliance of YMCAs (37 Quai 
Wilson, 1201 Geneva). 


The 1986 WCC Financial Report is available from the WCC Comptroller's 
Office. ... Featured in the August issue of Contact, bimonthly of the WCC 
Christian Medical Commission, is the [US] National Black Women's Health 
Project. ... The Debt Crisis and Brazil: A Case Study is the title of the 
latest (July, #10) in the CCPD Documents series. ... Global Economy: A 
Confessional Issue for the Churches? by Ulrich Duchrow is available for 15 
Swiss francs/9.50 US dollars/5.95 UK pounds from WCC Publications. ... Address 
of each of the above is Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


Recent material from the WCC inter-—church aid commission (CICARWS) includes: 


A report (26 August) on the response of the [South] Korean Christian 
Committee for Disaster Measurement on church response to Typhoon Thelma, 
and torrential downpours in July. 


A report (28 August) on the activities of the Interchurch Coordinating 
Committee in response to the storms and floods in Chile in July/August. 


A report (25 August) on the work of Fundaciones Brethren & Unida in 
response to the recent earthquake in Ecuador. 


An appeal (25 August) for 250,000 US dollars to respond to needs in the 
wake of flooding in Bangladesh. 


A report (28 August) on the relief and rehabilitation work of the 
Christian Council of Mozambique. 


Copies are available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


In EPS 87.09.30, delete the reference in the last line of paragraph four to 
the Orthodox Church of Czechoslovakia. 


Photo Oikoumene, the periodic WCC photo catalogue, is available to those who 
request it from WCC/Visual Arts, Box 66, CH-121] Geneva 20. A set of back 
catalogues (since February 1981) is available for 15 Swiss francs. You may 


also request photos to go with specific EPS stories. They will be sent at 
your expense as available. 


EPS appears 45 times a year. This issue was printed 9 September (next issue, 
24 September). Deadlines are Mondays at 7hOO GMT. On request, EPS will send 
headlines by telex or telefax. Then you can ask (and pay) for full texts. 
Subscription rates (including airmail) are 69.50 Swiss francs, 42.50 US — 
dollars, 26.50 UK pounds, 52.50 Australian dollars, 65 New Zealand dollars, 95 


Dutch guilders, 85 FRG marks, 250 French francs, 250 Swedish kronor, 175 
Indian rupees, or 49.50 Canadian dollars. 


BRITAIN: CHURCH REPS ENDORSE Ecumenical Press 
NEW ‘ECUMENICAL INSTRUMENT '! Service 87.09.50 


SWANWICK (Derbyshire/England) - Representatives of virtually all parts of the 
church in Britain endorsed proposals for a new, more inclusive "ecumenical 
instrument" to succeed the British Council of Churches. 


At the final conference of the "Not Strangers but Pilgrims" inter-church 
process (here, 31 August-4 September), more than 300 delegates from more than 
30 denominations affirmed their conviction "that, as a matter of policy at all 
levels and in all places, our churches must now move from cooperation to clear 
commitment to each other in search of the unity for which Christ prayed, and 
in common evangelism and service of the world." 


This final declaration echoed a speech by Basil Cardinal Hume, [Roman Catholic] 
archbishop of Westminster, which was greeted with prolonged applause. Hume, 
leader of the Roman Catholic Church in England and Wales, also spoke on behalf 
of the Roman Catholic Church in Scotland. 


"We should have in view a moving, in God's time, to full communion, or 
communion that is both visible and organic", he said. "We must not lose sight 
of this ultimate aim of all our ecumenical prayer and endeavour," he added, 
describing the conference as "a very decisive step" towards unity. 


Expressing gratitude and support for Hume's speech, Robert Runcie, [Anglican] 
archbishop of Canterbury, urged creation of conditions "in which ecumenical 
activity creates energy for the activities of the churches instead of 
absorbing the energies of the churches." 


If approved by constituent denominations, the new instrument endorsed by the 
conference would succeed the British Council of Churches by the end of 1990. 


Currently the Roman Catholic Church in England and Wales and the Roman 
Catholic Church in Scotland are observers; in the new arrangements, they 
would be full members. 


Irish participation is to be decided by Irish church people. Currently, three 
denominations - Anglican, Methodist, Presbyterian - based in Ireland belong to 
the BCC. 


There were nine Irish observers here, two each from the Irish BCC members, one 
from the [Irish Council of Churches, and two from the Ballymascanlon 
Conference. Since 1973, it has linked the the ICC with the numerically 
dominant Roman Catholic Church in Ireland. 


The conference here also proposed setting up an ecumenical commission for 
England. While there have for many years been separate ecumenical councils 
for Wales, Scotland and Ireland, there has never been one for England. [EPS] 


Oriental Orthodox raise proselytism issue at African assembly EPS 87.09.51 
LOME -— Representatives of the Ethiopian [Oriental] Orthodox Church at the 
Fifth Assembly of the All Africa Conference of Churches [EPS 87.09.01,29] 
complained that Ethiopian Lutherans and Roman Catholics and other groups are 
drawing most of their members from the Orthodox, rather than from the 
country's Muslims. They said the EOC has organized special courses to help 
clergy resist "sheep stealers". An EOC archbishop said there is co-operation 
with the Lutherans and Roman Catholics on rehabilitation and relief 
programmes, but that "if the issue of proselytism is not solved, there will be 
no sharing in truth and love." [EPS] 


EUROPE: CHURCH—RELATED PEACE Ecumenical Press 
FORUM URGES SURVIVAL STRATEGY Service 87.09.52 


DRIEBERGEN (Netherlands) - Nearly 200 participants in a Peace Forum arranged 
by the Ecumenical Association of Academies and Laity Centres in Europe have 
urged a search for what a report from the forum calls "new ways to a common 


survival strategy". 


The appeal came in a letter addressed to training centres, churches, and peace 
organizations in Europe. The report says the letter is a "word of 
repentance", underlining that "more and more people are aware that the 
military defence system cannot bring about peace." and that "such a solution 
can no longer be regarded as a Christian way of acting." 


The letter calls for "broad public discussion of concepts ... to eliminate 
nuclear arms." It says participants "join in the protest against the 
militarization of space" and support prohibitions on "development, production, 
and storage of chemical and biological arms that destroy life." 


It also draws attention to the "relation between the high expenditures for 
mlitarization and the underdevelopment of poor countries, as well as the new 
poverty in a rich Europe." It also sees “an international environmental 
treaty" as a priority, and "democratic control of the planning and research of 
genetic technology" as an "absolute must". 


The forum saw its work in the context of a focus on issues of justice, peace, 
and the integrity of creation under the auspices of the World Council of 
Churches, and also of continental focus promoted jointly by the Conference of 
European Churches and the conference of Roman Catholic bishops in Europe. 


Participants here came from about 95 training centres, church bodies, and 
peace organizations and institutes in about 20 European countries, plus guests 
from Africa, Asia, and North America. [EPS] 


KIMBAGUISTS MARK FOUNDER'S Ecumenical Press 
100TH ANNIVERSARY OF BIRTH Service 87.09.53 


KINSHASA (Zaire) - The Church of Jesus Christ on Earth by the Prophet Simon 
Kimbangu marked the 100th anniversary of the birth of its founder with special 
ceremonies here (12 September). 


The previous Sunday, the anniversary celebrations officially opened, including 
the granting of the Naire National Order of the Leopard to several Kimbanguist 
leaders. There were several exhibitions and conferences during the week, and 
the inauguration of a conference hall and centre to accommodate world visitors. 


In a message to mark the anniversary, Diangienda Kuntima, the Kimbanguist 
spiritual chief, said that it was to be celebrated in "dignity, calm, and 
honour", without expecting special miracles. "We do not celebrate expecting 
to experience miracles", he said, "because we live them each day." 


He urged Kimbanguists to love their neighbours, respect the Ten Commandments, 
and work actively to build materially the denomination. Its estimated five 
million members are found around the world, especially in several African and 
European countries, including Zaire, Congo, Angola, Zambia, Gabon, Central 
African Republic, Burundi, Kenya, France, Belgium, and Portugal. [EPS] 


AUSTRALIA: ANGLICAN SYNOD Ecumenical Press 
REJECTS PRIESTING OF WOMEN Service 87.09.54 


SYDNEY - A special meeting of the General Synod of the Anglican Church of 
Australia defeated (25 August) a proposal which could have led to the 
ordination of women as priests in the denomination. The secret ballot was in 
favour among all three of the synod's groups - bishops (17-6), clergy (60-36), 
and laity (62-30). However, at least a two-thirds Majority was required in 
each of the three; the result was four votes short among the clergy. 


After the tally was announced, about 20 women filed out of the gallery singing 
"We Will Be Ordained" (to the tune of "We Shall Overcome"). Outside, members 
of the Movement for the Ordination of Women pledged to establish a "prophetic 
ministry outside the church until women are ordained." 


The issue is likely to be on the agenda of the synod's next regular meeting, 
in 1989. Earlier this year, Australian Anglicans ordained their first women 
as deacons. Women have been priested in other parts of Anglicanism, including 
the USA, Canada, New Zealand, Brazil, Hong Kong, Uganda, and Kenya. [EPS] 


ECUMENICAL AND MOSCOW PATRIARCHS Ecumenical Press 
SEE COOPERATION FOR ORTHODOX UNITY Service 87.09.55 


MOSCOW - At the end of a historic visit to the Russian Orthodox Church, [EPS 
87.09.30], Ecumenical Patriarch Dimitrios I joined Patriarch Pimen of Moscow 
and All Russia in speaking [29 August] of "fraternal relations" between their 
two churches and among all parts of Eastern Orthodoxy as "imperative for the 
benefit of panorthodox unity, so that in a unanimous spirit and with conciliar 
responsibility, common steps can be taken in all aspects of the life and 
diakonia [service] of the Orthodox church." 


Among areas of joint work they cite specifically in their joint statement is 
preparation of the first global Eastern Orthodox Great Synod since 1848 and 
1872. (The last meeting counted in Eastern Orthodoxy as an "ecumenical 
council" of the whole church was in 787. Since then, there have been other 
world meetings of Eastern Orthodox leaders, but without being accorded that 
Status.) 


The patriarchs also refer to the "promotion and good conduct of 
inter-christian dialogue, Orthodox participation in activities of the World 
Council of Churches and other ecumenical obligations of the church" as well as 
the "development of fraternal relations with the non-Orthodox [Christian] 
world, and with adherents of other faiths and ideologies." 


This year's visit was the first by an ecumenical patriarch since 1589, when 
Jeremy II visited Moscow in connection with the establishment of the Moscow 
patriarchate. Dimitrios accepted Pimen's invitation to attend next year's 
Russian Orthodox celebrations of the 1000th anniversary of baptism of Prince 
Vladimir of Kiev. That event marks the coming of Christianity to a large area 
of what is now the Soviet Union. 


As ecumenical patriarch, Dimitrios is "first among equals" in Eastern 
Orthodoxy. The Russian Orthodox Church is by far the largest in Eastern 
Orthodoxy in terms of members. In the past, some theologians described the 
Moscow Patriarchate as the "Third Rome", that is, as successor to, or at least 
equal of, the Ecumenical Patriarchate. (Dimitrios' full title is Archbishop 
of Constantinople, New Rome, and Ecumenical Patriarch.) However, in modern 
times, the role of the ecumenical patriarch as a focus of unity is accepted 


throughout Eastern Orthodoxy. [EPS] 


ZAMBIA: ANGLICAN BISHOPS SAY AIDS Ecumenical Press 
TEST REPORT ‘COMPLETE FABRICATION’ Service 87.09.56 


MUFULIRA —- At an executive meeting of the Zambia Anglican Council, the 
country's three Anglican bishops described as "a complete fabrication with 
absolutely no basis in fact" a Zambian newspaper report that people coming for 
marriage under Anglican auspices would have to produce certificates to show 
they are not infected by the Aids virus. 


A statement from the meeting said the bishops "strongly dissociate themselves 
from the articles that have appeared, and state categorically that no such 
attitude has been advocated, let alone adopted in the Anglican Church." It 
added that the bishops “expressed their concern that the church do all in its 
power to minister pastorally to those unfortunate enough to have contracted 
the disease, and to extend that case to the friends and family of the 
sufferer." 


Echoing the bishops, Richard Chance, the priest who is the council's 
secretary, said "the role of the church in this, as in every situation, is to 
proclaim the love of God in Christ, not to be moral policemen. As the bishops 
have said, the reported attitude is both unthinkable and untenable." 


Joseph Mabula, bishop of the Anglican diocese of Northern Zambia, said his 
greatest concern is that “such groundless accusations can find their way into 
print without having been carefully checked with the proper. church 
authorities." The bishops urged the "press to publicly apologise to the 
Anglican Church for such a serious misrepresentation of it." 


Earlier EPS reports on the situation [87.08.69, 07.48] came from Africa Church 
Information Service in Nairobi. [EPS] 


YWCA HOLDS Ecumenical Press 
WORLD COUNCIL Service 87.09.57 


This item is based on material supplied by Religious News Service. 


PHOENIX (Arizona/US) - More than 500 women from about 80 countries met here 
for the every-four-years council (25 August-5 September), of the Geneva-based 
World YWCA, which groups national YWCA movements around the globe. At the 


opening session, several women spoke about what peace means to them and their 
countries. 


In an interview, World YWCA President Ann Northcote, a Canadian, noted that 


while the "C" (for "Christian") in the organization's name is "very important 
«+. it doesn't mean we're a church," 


She said the group is "Christian-rooted and Christian-based, and from that 
basis we are impelled to action in the broader world." But, she added, "We 


don't exclude women who are not Christian. We all come together in a 
fellowship of women." 


The modern YWCA is a descendant of two groups of British women which came 


together in 1855. One was concerned with prayer and i 
Christian principles BEAY mproving life through 


transition from farm to factory during the Industrial Revolution, 


oe arcan* qantante Programmes are focused on five areas -— human rights, 
ealth, peace, energy and environment, and immigration and refugees. But, 


Northcote Says, most of all it s 
eeks to empowe 
over their lives. [EPS] r 
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USA: EAST TIMOR ON Ecumenical Press 
ECUMENICAL AGENDA Service 87.09.58 


NEW YORK (Tracy. Early) - The issue of East Timor, has been addressed for the 
first time this year within the [US] National Council of Churches; the basic 
decision has been to express concern for human rights, but not to advocate its 
independence. 


"The Question of East Timor", a paper exploring historical, political and 
religious dimensions, was produced by the Indonesia Working Group of the 
council's Southern Asia Office, and adopted by NCC Division of Overseas 
Ministries. 


Frank L. Cooley, a Reformed (Presbyterian) mission executive and former 
missionary teacher in Indonesia who was a principal drafter, said in a 
telephone interview that though the paper is a "study document" rather than a 
policy statement, it represents what the people involved would want to say if 
they were declaring policy. 


East Timor, held by Portugal after the Dutch took the rest of Indonesia, and 
also after Indonesia's independence in 1949, became an international issue 
following the collapse of Portugal's dictatorship in 1974. After a period of 
power struggle among various forces, Fretilin (Revolutionary Front for the 
Independence of East Timor) declared independence 28 November 1975; Indonesian 
troops entered 7 December. 


Against advocates of independence, Indonesia says an act of self-determination 
favouring integration has already taken place, by an East Timor People's 
Assembly, 31 May 1976. In international law, Portugal continues to be 
considered the administering power. 


In 1975, the Fifth Assembly of the World Council of Churches declared: "We 
appeal to all foreign powers to refrain from any action in East Timor which 
will prevent the people of East Timor from freely deciding their own future, 
and specifically we call on the government of Indonesia to withdraw its armed 
forces to enable self-determination to occur." The Sixth Assembly, in 1983, 
did not speak on the issue. 


The UN General Assembly condemned the Indonesia military intervention shortly 
after it occurred; it asserted the right of East Timor to independence. New 
resolutions were passed each year through 1982, but by increasingly narrow 
margins. Since then, none has been offered. 


Sectors in the church and human-rights groups have kept the issue alive, 
however. Earlier this year, the conference of US Roman Catholic bishops spoke 
of the "brutal invasion and takeover of East Timor by Indonesia", and said 
100,000 of the 700,000 East Timorese died as a result in the decade since. 


Robert L. Turnipseed, NCC secretary for southern Asia, said that because of 
requests for an NCC position, the East Timor issue was "thrust on our 
agenda". Main participants in the NCC working group come from the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America, United Methodist Church, Presbyterian Church 
(USA), United Church of Christ, and Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). 
Though parts of the NCC constituency favor support for East Timorese 
self-determination, the group says that is unrealistic, and unhelpful to the 


Indonesian church. 


Since the Indonesian government thinks Fretilin exemplifies the two main 
threats to the nation -— separatism and leftism - the East Timor issue stirs 
fierce reactions. The Indonesian church is growing, but it is still an eight 
percent minority in a Muslim country; it moves cautiously. [over] 


timor/2 


Turnipseed visited Indonesia earlier this year. On his return, he spoke of 
the "pressures ... on the churches of Indonesia". The question, he said, is 
how the US church will "work with a Christian community where there are strong 
moves to create an Islamic society." 


Lately, he says, the Indonesian church has been wrestling with Indonesia's 
official ideology, Pancasila, whose five principles are monotheism, 
nationalism, humanitarianism, democracy, and social justice. Though the 
church approves the five points and sees value in Pancasila as a bulwark 
against communism and Islamic fundamentalism, he reports, it does not accept, 
as the government would like, that it be declared the church's sole 
foundation. So it struggles to work out acceptable formulas. 


Turnipseed said financial support from his office for the Communion of 
Churches in Indonesia, the country's ecumenical council, totalled about 
100,000 US dollars a year, mostly for leadership development. 


The office currently plans to send two professors for a seminary and one for a 
College of Economics in Irian Jaya, and to seek support for five pastors for 
new but growing Protestant bodies in East Timor. 


The office also funnels about 150,000 US dollars a year to Indonesia for 
village development projects overseen by Nancy Robinson, the office's 
representative in the capital city of Jakarta. Turnipseed says, however, 
that the Indonesian government is pushing for greater control over such 
activity. 


Other parts of the US church also work in Indonesia. Among them are 
conservative evangelicals and Pentecostals. Mormons are also active. All 
reportedly experience increasing difficulty getting missionary visas. 


Catholic Relief Services, an agency of the US Roman Catholic bishops, works in 
East Timor, which is about half Roman Catholic. Its program is heavily 
Supported by the US government, and for a time some human-rights advocates 
were very critical, accusing CRS of being an agent of US government policy. 
But on a visit to the US in 1986, Martinho da Costa Lopes, Roman Catholic 
apostolic administrator of East Timor 1977-83, and since then a leading 
advocate of its cause from exile in Lisbon, commended CRS work. 


The Lopes visit was sponsored by the East Timor Research Project, a human- 
rights operation in Washington. Director Arnold Kohen is Jewish, but he says 
the project is supported mainly by Roman Catholic agencies. 


This year, the NCC Indonesia Working Group put it on the list of recommended 
projects —- at 7500 US dollars per year for 1987 and 1988. While remaining 
neutral on self-determination, the group expresses concern in its study 
document that "continuous efforts be undertaken by those involved and 
concerned with. East Timor to achieve a comprehensive and mutually-acceptable 


resolution of the issues of human rights, political prisoners and the ending 
of military hostilities between the contending forces." 


Preliminary drafts of the paper were shown to Indonesian church leaders; 
Turnipseed says a 1985 discussion with them included "tense moments". 


Cooley says a "thoughtful and vigorous critique" by Simatupang, an Indonesian 
ecumenical leader who was one of the presidents of the World Council of 
Churches from 1975-83, led to some revisions. He adds, however, that the 
Indonesians would probably still consider it still "too critical". [EPS] 


CARIBBEAN: RIGHTS Ecumenical Press 
NETWORK LAUNCHED Service 87.09.59 


GEORGETOWN (Guyana) - Caribbean Rights - a regional human-rights network - has 
been launched. With a "working relationship" with the Caribbean Conference of 
Churches, it includes the Guyana Human Rights Association, Jamaica Council for 
Human Rights, Puerto Rican Institute for Civil Rights, Grand Bahama Human 
Rights Association, and St Vincent and the Grenadines Human Rights Association. 


A report from last month's founding meeting expressed sadness that "the latest 
tragic developments in Haiti" prevented a delegate from its Ecumenical Centre 
for Human Rights from attending. The network, however, favoured the centre's 
request for the "closest possible co-operation". 


It also sent a cable to Haiti's leader, Henri Hamphy, expressing alarm at 
"recent deaths and repression generated by [the] constitutional crisis." It 
added that Caribbean people are "impressed by [the] determination [of the] 
Haitian people [to] secure [the] right to vote as [a] primary concern, despite 
other basic needs." 


In a later message (3 September), the network said "prospects for a peaceful 
return to democracy in Haiti under the present provisional National Governing 
Council (CNG) have vanished." It said next November's elections are likely to 
be a "token event surrounded by horrifying levels of violence." It said that 
for the "elections ... to be a vehicle for carrying Haiti further along the 
road to democracy, the military membership of the CNG must be replaced by 
reputable civilians." 


Linking the military to "more than 500 deaths" in Haiti since mid-July, the 
network said the country has returned to the "worst days of the Duvalier 
regime with respect to murder and terror. Dozens of bodies are found every 
morning on the streets of Port-au-Prince [the capital], shot during the night 
by roving military bands." Similarly, it spoke of a "campaign of terror" in 
the countryside. 


It also accused Jean-Claude Paul, "the real power in the Haitian military 
hierarchy" of being a “key figure in drug-running" who is universally believed 
to “control both military violence and the Haitian drug world." It called for 
his removal. 


The network appealed to "all Caribbean governments to use whatever influence 
is at their disposal to preserve the hard-won democratic opening in Haiti by 
promoting the creation of credible conditions for the elections." It also 
called on the US government to "use its power and influence to have the 
Haitian military stop the terror and violence" and so "both remove suspicions 
of its own desire for token elections, and enhance the democratic process in 


Haiti." 


Delegates to the network meeting also agreed to monitor the situation in 
Suriname in light of the "worsening human-rights situation" there. In 
addition, they welcomed the decision by the summit meeting earlier this year 
of Caribbean leaders to study creation of a human-rights mechanism. 


Commenting on the new network, Charles Harper, secretary for the Human Rights 
Resource Office for Latin America at the Geneva-based World Council of 
Churches, said the initiative by "our close church-related partners there 
(working from the basis of strong and experienced national organizations, from 
the bottom up, so to speak) will generate confidence and, we hope, strong 


international ecumenical support ... in years to come." [EPS] 


EASTERN EUROPE: CHURCH REPS Ecumenical Press 
MEET ON MISSION, EVANGELISM Service 87.09.60 


WYKNO (Poland) (Monique McClellan) - For the first time, representatives of 
members of the World Council of Churches from eight countries of eastern 
Europe met (30 August-6 September) to discuss mission and evangelism in their 


countries today. 


Items on the consultation agenda included the mission dimension of worship 
(with reports from Bulgaria, USSR, and Czechoslovakia); mission, proclamation, 
and evangelism (GDR, Poland); mission in large cities and "new towns" 
(Bucarest [Romania], Budapest [Hungary], and Leipzig [GDR]); the mission 
dimension of monasticism (Yugoslavia), proclaiming the gospel to children 
(GDR, Poland, USSR); and the role of art in mission (Poland). 


In a joint reflection by the consultation at its end, four participants 
observed that "all of us [in eastern Europe] live under secularized conditions 
within our societies, at different levels. At the same time, a new spiritual 
hunger can be felt in many places, and even a strong request to orient one's 
life after spiritual values." 


They agreed that despite practical implications of secularism throughout 
today's world, the church in eastern Europe especially needs to reflect the 
search for spiritual values. "We should assess this ‘feeling of a vacuum'", 
they said, and "not overestimate it, or equate it with a thirst after our 
Christian message." They suggested that Christians follow biblical advice to 
“answer anyone who asks you to explain the hope you have within you ... with 
gentleness and respect." 


Noting the importance of non-verbal communication such as music, pantomime, 
drama, and art in mission, they observed that "people ...in our countries are 
tired of listening to human words. Mass media and political and social jargon 
have inflated our language. This has caused people to withdraw from the verbal 
proclamation of the gospel too. Human words have been devalued ... and one 
cannot hear the word of our Lord anymore." 


The reflectors expressed sorrow that "we still live in a situation of 
division: first because not all are able to partake in the same eucharist, and 
secondly because there are still cases when some Christians who are too 
confessionally minded and lack genuine Christian love identify mission with 
proselytism and try to convert people from other congregations to their own." 


They also said no church deeply rooted in a particular country or society is 
free of national and cultural elements, which form part of the identity of 
that church. They observed that such a national identity can be both positive 
and negative. “Especially minority churches existing in the shadow of strong 
national or state churches", they said, “often feel discriminated against." 
They added that in "the age of ecumenism, the goal to be one, holy, Christian 
church united in love and faith is once more a visible goal." 


The 60 conference participants, invited by the Polish Ecumenical Council, were 
Baptist, Lutheran, Methodist, Eastern Orthodox, Reformed, and United. Roman 
Catholic observers also attended. The consultation was one of several regional 


meetings preparing for the WCC World Conference on Mission and Evangelism, in 
May 1989 in the United States [EPS 87 .02n35¢c h13)4 


The conference opened at the PEC offices in Warsaw, and included participation 
(31 August) in ceremonies recalling the anniversary (1 September) of the 
invasion of Poland in 1939, and the beginning of World War II. These were 
organized by the Roman Catholic lay organization PAX. [EPS] 


———e—— 


USA: INVOLVEMENT OF ‘CHRISTIAN Ecumenical Press 
RIGHT" REPORTED UP AROUND WORLD Service 87.09.61 


This item is based on a special report (25 August) by Religious News Service 
(New York). The researcher has been studying the US ‘Christian Right" as a 
participant in the Alicia Patterson Foundation fellowship program. 


NEW YORK - According to a research by Michael D'Antonio, a journalist with the 
metropolitan New York daily Newsday, "America's conservative Christian 
movement" is involved in a "new, aggressive phase" of "growing political 
involvement ... focusing on hotspots in Latin America, Africa, and the Middle 
East." 


D'Antonio reports, for example, that in Honduras, "in the name of Jesus Christ 
and anti-communism, America's 'Christian Right' has emerged as a major 
relgious and political influence ... forming the foundation for private, 
humanitarian aid to the contra rebels [fighting the government in neighboring 
Nicaragua] and their families." 


In the Middle East, tv evangelist Pat Robertson, who is considering formally 
announcing his candidacy for president in next year's US elections, "operates 
the region's most powerful television transmitter." 


In El Salvador, Jimmy Swaggart, another tv evangelist, has established a 
"private school system that now serves more than 13,000 children at 19 
schools. Evangelicals say they are volunteers in an American counter- 
revolutionary effort in Central America." 


D'Antonio observes that evangelicals "benefit from the religious vacuum 
created by the declining numbers of Catholic priests worldwide." In Brazil, 
for example, Roman Catholic authorities estimate evangelicals have four times 
as many church workers as there are Roman Catholic priests, even though, at 
least nominally, most Brazilians are Roman Catholic. 


Also, D'Antonio says, "the evangelical worship style, featuring emotional 
services and soulful singing, seems to appeal to those who live difficult, 
impoverished lives. Evangelicals offer the promise of an idyllic afterlife 
without demanding that members try to change society." 


He quotes Roy May, of the United Methodist Board of Global Ministries, who is 
critical of evangelicals who "pacify people, numb them to their poverty. The 
result is to blunt the social activism that they think threatens pro-American 
leaders in these countries. And while they say they are non-political, I 
think teaching people to withdraw from voting and involvement is, in itself, 
political.” And Thomas Quigley, of the conference of US Roman Catholic 
bishops, says pro-American military leaders in many countries’ consider 
evangelicals "an antidote to the liberal Catholic activists they fear." [EPS] 


Europe: Joint sponsorship for justice/peace meeting EPS 87.09.62 

AMERSFOORT (Netherlands) - With a positive decision by the 17th Assembly 
(here, 27-30 August) of the council of 18 European Roman Catholic bishops' 
conferences (CCEE), a continental meeting on peace and justice proposed by the 
Conference of European Churches for early in 1989 is to be a joint CEC-CCEE 
effort. The bishops also discussed the fourth European Ecumenical Encounter, 
next year in Erfurt (GDR) (also in cooperation with CEC); and the next 
symposium of European Roman Catholic bishops, in October 1989. It is to focus 
on questions of life and death. In another area of CEC-CCEE co-operative 
work, a joint study commission is to consider pastoral questions related to 


Muslims in Europe. [EPS] 


Namibia: small Lutheran denomination leaves ecumenical council EPS 87.09.63 
WINDHOEK - The synod of the small, white German Evangelical Lutheran Church 
(DELK) has voted to withdraw from the Council of Churches in Namibia, which it 
joined in 1978. It said the CCN emphasis has changed from "church co- 
operation to political action". It also condemned "one-sided [CCN] 
condemnation of South African violence in Namibia", accused the CCN of "lack 
of organization" in handling finances, and of "deliberate political personnel 
management", (DELK Landesprobst Willfried Blank is the current CCN 
president.) The synod voted to continue to work for unity with the two large, 
mostly black Lutheran denominations in Namibia, and to remain a member of the 
Lutheran World Federation. The LWF Seventh Assembly, in 1984, suspended the 
membership of DELK and a South African denomination, on grounds that they were 
not opposing apartheid, the South African system of white supremacy. [EPS] 


UK: evangelicals appeal for ban on radio appeals EPS 87.09.64 
LONDON - A joint statement from the Evangelical Alliance and the British 
Evangelical Council has called for a ban on appeals for funds in religious 
radio programmes. [EPS] 


Nicaragua: government allows return of bishop, two priests EPS 87.09.65 

MANAGUA —- The Nicaraguan government said last month that it will allow a Roman 
Catholic bishop and two priests it expelled to return. However the bishop, 
Pablo Vega, said in Miami he will not come back, because he does not want to 
give the impression the situation in Nicaragua is improving. Also, the 
government named the Roman Catholic archbishop here, Miguel Cardinal Obando y 
Bravo, a leading government critic, to a four-person "national reconciliation 
commission". Also named was Gustavo Parajon, a Nicaraguan Baptist minister 
who heads Cepad, an ecumenical aid and development agency. At the news 
conference announcing the commission, Obando offered prayer at the request of 
Nicaraguan President Daniel Ortega. He prayed the group will “put aside 
hatred" to work for "peace based on truth, love, justice, and freedom". [EPS] 


Honduras: ecumenical work camp builds reconciliation centre EPS 87.09.66 

TEGUCIGALPA - According to Roberto LeMaitre, a representatives of the Union of 
Latin American Ecumenical Youth, the 23 young Hondurans and two young Costa 
Ricans who spent a week helping build a reconciliation centre about 15 miles 
from here are "the first work camp of its type in the history of Latin America 
to bring together Protestant and Catholic youth." The centre the youth worked 
on is a project of the Christian Commission for Development [in Honduras]. 
Besides construction work, the group spent time in Bible studies, visiting 
poor people in the community, and hearing about the history of different parts 
of the church in Honduras. According to a report from the commission, one 


result of the work together was an overcoming of stereotypes and greater 
ecumenical awareness. [EPS] 


Latin America: ecumenical meetings held EPS 87.09.67 
QUITO (Ecuador) - As part of preparations for a meeting of Latin American 
ecumenical organizations, here next July, the Latin American Council of 
Churches (CLAI) held a series of four regional meetings, this month and last, 
in Caracas, Lima, Sao Paulo, and Panama City. [EPS] 


Malaysia: capital council rejects religious meetings in homes EPS 87.09.68 

KUALA LUMPUR - The municipal council here has told Christian, Buddhist, and 
other religious groups meeting for worship in 46 houses and shops to leave 
them. After the groups objected, the expulsion order was suspended, at least 
temporarily. The religious representatives said they would like to have 
Separate buildings for worship, but the state has not allocated enough land 
for that purpose. A bit more than half the 16.1 million people of Malaysia 


are Muslims. Buddhists make up the largest religious minority (one sixth of 
the population). [EPS] 


Australia: "And God's word became a silicon chip’ EPS 87.09.69 
SYDNEY - "And God's word became a_ silicon chip" is the headline on an 
announcement of, an “outstanding leap forward in the world of literature, 
communication, and technology" here last month. Under the auspices of the 
Bible Society in Australia, the text of the Bible (King James Version), a 
concordance, and a Bible dictionary have been transferred to a 
two-centimetre-square silicon chip. [EPS] 


USSR: government minister for religion sees changes EPS 87.09.70 
WASHINGION - Visiting here this month, Constantin Khartchev, Soviet government 
minister responsible for religious affairs, said that in the past Soviet 
officials may have "set aside" Leninist principles in dealing with religion 
and not sufficiently understood "the necessary role of religion in society". 
But, he said, under the current leader, Mikhail Gorbachev, the government 
attitude on religion is "realistic", and that religious freedom in the Soviet 
Union is an "objective reality". According to US Senator Richard Lugar, 
Khartchev told him "all prisoners detained because of their faith" will be 
released before the end of the year, and that the government soon will 
authorize the opening of 12 new Roman Catholic church buildings. [EPS] 


Pope has ‘historic, positive’ meeting with Jewish leaders EPS 87.09.71 
CASTEL GANDOLFO (Italy) - Nine Jewish leaders met (here, 1 September) with 
Pope John Paul to voice concern about his meeting earlier this year with 
Austrian President Kurt Waldheim, who has been accused of helping deport Jews 
to Nazi concentration camps. After the meeting, the Vatican announced plans 
for a major document on Antisemitism and the Holocaust. Henry Siegman of the 
American Jewish Congress, called the meeting "historic ... very positive .... 
It was the first time the head of the Roman Catholic church engaged in genuine 
conversations with representatives of the Jewish community." Gilbert 
Klaperman, a rabbi on the delgation, observed that "we agreed where necessary 
to disagree agreeably." He added that "that does not alter the cordial and 
warm spirit" of the meeting. [EPS] 


New Zealand: chaplaincy report urges changes EPS 87.09.72 
CHRISTCHURCH - A report from the Chaplaincy Commission of the National Council 
of Churches in New Zealand is urging new approaches to chaplaincies. The 
10-person commission, set up in 1984, met eight times and considered 40 
submissions. It urges that chaplaincy be seen as a "missionary enterprise". 
It says effective missionaries "identified with their new environment and 
sought to enhance its life and future through social action, and pastoral 
care, as well as evangelism." It questions use of the word "chaplain" as too 
institutional. The report urges "vision, commitment and grace" to build a 
chaplaincy partnership between Maoris and Pakehas (the descendants of the 
original inhabitants, and descendants of the white settlers). [EPS] 


USA: interfaith tv spot urges passage of civil rights bill EPS 87.09.73 
NEW YORK - An interfaith coalition, including Lutheran (ELCA), Anglican, 
Methodist (UMC), Reformed (PCUSA), and Baptist (ABC) support, has produced a 
30-second tv spot urging passage by the US Congress (national legislature) of 
a bill guaranteeing civil rights for women, old people, minorities, and the 
disabled, without additional amendments. Supporters of the bill as is say the 
amendments —- on abortions and the status of religiously-oriented institutions 
"not controlled" by a religious organization - have been raised so the "real 
purpose behind the bill could not be addressed." [EPS] 


Mexico: bishops fear to issue pastoral letter EPS 87.09.74 

ACAPULCO - Refael Bello Ruiz, the Roman Catholic archbishop here, said he and 
four other bishops did not issue a pastoral letter to denounce military abuses 
against small farmers because "frankly, we're afraid" that "one day they'll 


arrive and start shooting." [EPS] 


Church meeting held on herbal medicines in primary health care’ EPS 87.09.75 
LOME (Togo) - About 20 people were expected (here, 1-5 September) for a 
meeting on herbal medicines in primary health care, sponsored by the Christian 
Medical Commission of the Geneva-based World Council of Churches. The 
gathering was to "share experiences" and "encourage the use of herbal 
medicines as an important and readily available resource." [EPS] 


Argentina: bishops accused of complicity in military repression EPS 87.09.76 
GENEVA -—- "The Lost Honour of the Argentine Bishops" is the title of a a new 
booklet by the Swiss section of the International Association Against 
Torture. It says some among the country's seven dozen Roman Catholic bishops 
actively co-operated with the military authorities who ruled the country from 
1976 to 1983, and most sinned by omission in not opposing government torture 
and repression during that period. It excludes five bishops from its charges 
of active or passive collaboration, two of whom - Enrique Angelelli (1976) and 
Carlos Ponce de Léon (1977) - died in auto accidents which some think were 
arranged by the military authorities. The booklet has prefaces by theologians 
Hans Kiing and Ernst Kasemann, and Adrien-Claude Zoller, Swiss secretary for 
the international Roman Catholic peace group Pax Christi. Charges in the 
booklet were denied in a newspaper interview here (5 September) by an 
Argentine Roman Catholic bishop, Romulo Garcia of Mar del Plata. [EPS] 


Scotland: RC priest baptizes in Reformed parish; bishop objects EPS 87.09.77 
EDINBURGH - The Roman Catholic archbishop here, Keith Michael O'Brien, 
criticized a Roman Catholic priest, Joseph Dunbar, who, last month, under 
Reformed auspices, baptized the son of a Reformed colleague. O'Brien called 
it "a mistake for a cleric of one confession to administer baptism following 
the rite of another confession", even though the [Reformed] Church of Scotland 
and the Roman Catholic Church in Scotland recognize baptisms administered 
under the auspices of the other. [EPS] 


Singapore: PM again warns on mixing religion, politics EPS 87.09.78 
SINGAPORE - In a National Day address to the nation (16 August), Singapore 
Prime Minister Lee Kuan Yew repeated earlier warnings [EPS 87.09.06] about 
mixing religion and politics. Said Lee: "“Churchmen, lay preachers, priests, 
monks, Muslim theologians, all those who claim divine sanction or holy 
insights, take off your clerical robes before you take on anything economic or 
political." Lee said clerics have "celestial, hallow links" so their words 
carry "extra weight", whereas government officials can only appeal to reason, 
logic, and loyalty. He said people have a right as citizens to "belabour the 
government, but use a church or a religion and your pulpit for these purposes, 
and there will be serious repercussions." He said clergy must "stay out of 
espousing forms of economic Systems, or challenge the way we do things, social 
policy, or theory. Once religion crosses the line and goes into what they 
call social action, liberation theology, we are opening up a Pandora's Box in 
Singapore", which could lead to the "dismemberment of our multi-religious 
community". According to 1980 figures, about three in 10 Singaporeans are 
Taoists, one in four Buddhists, one in six Muslims, one in eight 
"non-religious', one in ten Christians, three in 100 Hindus. The proportion of 
Christians has reportedly increased since then to about one in eight. The 
population of the Asian city-state is about 2.6 million. [EPS] 


India: ecumenical support listed by Bhopal coalition EPS 87.09.79 
BHOPAL - A _ seven-organization Coalition for Justice in Bhopal, has urged 
creation of an independent commission to administer an interim relief 
Programme for an estimated 200,000 victims of the 1984 gassing tragedy at a 
Union Carbide plant here (in which more than 2000 people died). Among 
Supporting groups named by the coalition are the Ecumenical Christian Centre 
and United Evangelical Lutheran Church (India), Catholic Social Services 
(Pakistan), and United Church Board for World Ministries (USA). [EPS] 


Yugoslavia: archbishop says believers treated as second class EPS 87.09.80 
ZAGREB - Franjo Kuharic, the Roman Catholic archbishop here who is president 
of the conference of Yugoslav Roman Catholic bishops, said in an interview 
reported (21 August) by the Swiss church news agency Apic that believers in 
Yugoslavia are still treated as "second class people". [EPS] 


International Federation of Married Priests in congress EPS 87.09.81 
ARICCIA (Italy) - About 150 delegates from 16 countries met here (22-28 
August) for the First Congress of the International Federation of Married 
Priests, a group of Roman Catholic priests who have married and who wish to be 
allowed officially to exercise their priestly ministry. Estimates from the 
congress are that about 20,000 priests who have married -— with or without 
church permission - would like to be officially allowed to resume their 
ministries. [EPS] 


USA: Adventist head says health-system problems being dealt with EPS 87.09.82 
WASHINGTON - Neal Wilson, president of the General Conference of Seventh-day 
Adventists, says that in response to the financial problems of parts of the 
SdA system of health-care facilities in the United States, the leaders of SdA 
hospital corporations and health-care institutions have "drafted corrective 
measures". In an article last month in the SdA magazine Adventist Review, 
Wilson adds that "after careful fiscal analysis, we have the assets to cover 
our liabilities and to solve the problems and challenges with which we are 
faced if, under the influence and guidance of the Holy Spirit, we make proper 
and wise decisions." The SdA officers have established a 23-person commission 
to work in a "careful, sympathetic, and confidential manner" on the situation 
to "safeguard the integrity of the Seventh-day Adventist Church and to 
strengthen the hands of its leadership" Wilson observed. [EPS] 


UK: Christian Aid says government doesn't care for world's poor EPS 87.09.83 
LONDON - Christian Aid, a division of the British Council of Churches, says a 
drop in the real value of UK government help to the Third World of nearly a 
third since 1979 reflects a "lack of care for the world's poor". [EPS] 


UK: English Anglicans seeking 18m UK pounds for urban renewal EPS 87.09.84 
LONDON - The two archbishops of the [Anglican] Church of England, Robert 
Runcie (Canterbury) and John Habgood (York) have announced creation of a 
Church Urban Fund to raise 18 million UK pounds to support church-based 
urban-renewal projects. The two-year fund-raising effort is to be formally 
launched next April. [EPS] 


South Africa: complaint against torturers of priest weighed EPS 87.09.85 
PRETORIA -— The Administrative Board of the Southern African Catholic Bishops’ 
Conference says lawyers for Smangaliso Mkhatshwa, the priest who is the 
conference's secretary general, are considering instituting a private 
prosecution against six people who tortured him while he was detained under 
the state of emergency [EPS 87.08.45]. The announcement follows what the 
board calls the "strange decision" of the South African attorney general that 
if one of the six paid a fine of 200 South African rand, the other five would 
not be charged. [EPS] 


FRG: Former director of WCC Ecumenical Institute dies EPS 87.09.86 

BOCHUM -— Hans-Heinrich Wolf, 76, director of the Ecumenical Institute of the 
World Council of Churches between 1955 and 1966, died here (25 August). WCC 
Deputy General Secretary Ruth Sovik said Wolf did "much for the [institute's] 
consolidation and expansion" following the pioneering work of Hendrik Kraemer. 
While Wolf was director, a lecture hall and library were built. In 1963, he 
was appointed to the first chair of ecumenical theology at a German faculty. 


[EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘Health and Healing in Witness' EPS 87.09.87 


These are recommendations from one of five sections during last month's Fifth 
Assembly of the All Africa Conference of Churches in Lomé, Togo [EPS 87.08.56, 


09.01, 29]. 


The group affirms the importance of African traditional cultural beliefs and 
practices as a foundation for Christian life in Africa today and recommends 
the following to member churches of AACC ...: 


Ly An in-depth study of the beliefs and practices in witchcraft so as to 
make them more widely known with the view to discouraging them. This should 
be done by dialogue between church leaders and custodians of traditional 
African religious beliefs and practices and by encouraging theological 
colleges and seminaries to be involved in such studies. ... 


2.1 Use of liturgies that reflect good and sound African beliefs and 
practices as a means of meeting the spiritual needs of congregations. To 
this end, African writers and musicians should be taught in seminaries and 
theological colleges. 


2.2 Existing liturgies that reflect African thought and beliefs as currently 
being collected by the WCC Sub-Unit on Renewal and Congregation Life to be 
made available to the churches, seminaries and theological colleges in Africa; 


3. ... The use of traditional African instruments should be encouraged by the 
established churches as is being done in the independent churches. 


4. ... National health co-ordinating associations or agencies that bring 
together church leaders, lay persons, health institutions, health 
professionals and auxiliaries together should be established where they do not 
exist. These are particularly indicated in South Africa, Namibia, and the 
lusophone [Portuguese] and francophone African countries. 


LF --. Christian health-worker institutions should collaborate with 
traditional healers in exploring the use of traditional health practices on a 
much wider scale, and especially in church-related hospitals and clinics. 
This is particularly indicated in the field of herbal medicine where a lot of 


work has already been done and where opportunities for collaboration offer 
most prospects. 


6. ... Health concerns should be introduced into theological institutions and 
theological concerns introduced into health training institutions. ... 


7.1 Church leaders should be more involved in the development policies for 
church-related health services that emphasize self-reliance particularly the 
use of more and more indigenous local health personnel and where these do not 
in adequate numbers, seek support of churches in other parts of Africa; 


7.2  Church-related health services should be established not so much to win 
souls as to extend coverage to people most in need of them; 


7.3 Programmes of church-related, health institutions should emphasize 
preventive health measures such as adequate and appropriate nutrition, 
immunization, health education, improved care for the whole family and 


provision of good drinking water and better sanitation with the active 
involvement of communities. ... [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘Christians in Palestine -— An Intra—Anglican Debate’ EPS 87.09.88 


What follows is the text of a working paper prepared for next years Lambeth 
Conference, the once—a-decade global meeting of Anglican bishops. Then follow 
some critical observations on the paper by the Presiding Bishop's Committee on 
Christian—Jewish Relations of the [US-based Anglican] Episcopal Church.. 


One of the most volatile areas of our world is the Middle East, which has been 
plagued with a number of apparently chronic problems which have resulted in 
violence, bloodshed and instability: the Lebanese war with its multi-faceted 
complexity, the Iran-Iraq war with its tragic and seemingly unnecessary 
prolongation, and the Arab-Israeli conflict which continues to baffle the 
minds and stifle the energies of justice-seekers and peacemakers. This 
latter conflict, together with its root problem of Palestine, has come to have 
global dimensions and carries with it the danger of superpower conflagration. 


In a nutshell this is the story of the Palestinian people. Before 1948 they 
were Arabs — Muslims, Christians, and Jews - who had lived side by side for 
centuries in their Holy Land. Racially they were Semitic. Ethnically and 
culturally Arab, they all spoke Arabic and lived their different and separate 
religious lives in the same land. They did not initiate what became later 
the problem of Palestine: its roots lay in far-away Europe with western Jews 
who were suffering assimilation and anti-Semitism. 


The Zionist movement came into being in Europe as a form of Jewish nationalism. 
Its goal was to relieve the plight of western Jews by building for them a 
national home. It was a vigorous movement which drew its inspiration from 
the spirit of its time, namely the spirit of colonialism of the late 19th and 
early 20th centuries, and Jewish immigrants started flowing into Palestine. 
Their numbers drastically increased as a result of Hitler's accession to power 
in Germany and in consequence of the tragedy of the Holocaust. 


The local population resisted the influx of these foreigners and feared their 
potential domination of their country. The newcomers, however, were militarily 
capable of taking over a large part of Palestine and establishing there the 
state of Israel as a Jewish state. This state received recognition and 
legitimacy in 1948 from many of the countries of the world, including the 
great powers. 


The resultant consequence of the establishment of the state of Israel was the 
displacement of over 700,000 Palestinian Arabs, both Muslim and Christian. 
Some of these fled in fear of the hostilities. Others were driven out of 
their homes and towns by the Zionists. This is the beginning of the 
Palestinian Problem - the refugee camps, the dispersion of thousands of 
people, the expropriation of their land, the denial of their human rights. 


In the 1967 war, Israel was able to overrun and occupy the remaining part of 
Palestine, namely the west bank of the Jordan River and the Gaza Strip in the 
south, At present approximately two million Palestinian Arabs live in both 
the occupied territories and the state of Israel. Those on the West Bank and 
Gaza live a stateless existence under martial law. 


Violations of Palestinian human rights have been noted repeatedly. In 1978 
the United Nations Special Committee considered this to be the outcome of 


military occupation. The report called particular attention to Israel's 
measures aimed at the annexation of these territories as the continuing 
establishment of settlements on Arab land - "mass destruction of homes, 


torture, and ill-treatment of detainees, expropriation of properties, and 
imposition of economic and fiscal measures aimed at the dispossession and 
exploitation of the population of the occupied territories." [over] 


palestine/2 


Since 1948 no fewer than five wars have been fought which directly relate to 
the Palestinian problem. Each war left the Jews and the Palestinians farther 
away from one another, breeding greater hatred, engendering more bitterness, 
and frustrating the prospects of peace. 


Palestinians believe they have a just cause. They have been pleading for 
justice as the true basis for peace. For them justice means the right today 
for self-determination, which includes their right to choose their leadership 
and to set up their own state. 


It is important for Anglicans to stand with and for the weak and the oppressed 
and to raise their voices for justice and peace. This is God's call for the 
Church. Specifically this implies: 


- Being informed of the facts and having the courage to speak the truth and 
expose the hypocrisy and self-deception of those who wield power and oppress 
and control people; 


- Supporting initiatives which call for the self-determination of the 
Palestinians; and 


- Promoting peace and reconciliation by continuously challenging the 
credibility of war and violence. 


xxk kK 


--- “Christians in Palestine" offers a one-sided assessment of human rights 
and responsibilities in the region. Israel is unfairly and inaccurately 
portrayed as the sole perpetrator of the condition of the Palestinian people, 
with no consideration of the part played by the Arab nations in perpetuating 
the plight of the refugees. 


Zionism, labelled as a 19th century colonialist movement, has its roots as far 
back as the Bible. The movement is not simply a manifestation of nationalism, 
but is the liberation movement of the Jewish people. Although the article 
States that Muslims, Christians and Jews "have lived side by side for 


centuries in their holy land", the injustice suffered by the Palestinians is 
blamed entirely upon Israel. 


No mention is made of the fact that Israel accepted the United Nations’ 
partition of Palestine in 1948, and was forced into combat by the invading 
armies of Egypt, Jordan, Syria, and Lebanon. From 1948 to 1967, when the 
Arabs controlled the West Bank and Gaza, no effort was made by the Arab states 
to advocate the establishment of a Palestinian state. Nor does the article 
note that in the intervening period, Egypt alone among Israel's Arab neighbours 
has been willing to accept the State of Israel, and to live together peaceably 


with the Jewish state. Israel still lives in a state of war with all the 
other Arab nations. 


The Episcopal Church has asserted the right to peace and justice for the 
Palestinians, and the right of Israel to exist as a state within secure 
borders. The article rightly States, "Palestinians believe they have a just 
cause." It should affirm just as heartily, "So do the Israelis." The ... 
committee ... is convinced that in any assessment of the complicated issues of 
the Arab-Israeli conflict, the church is not well served in portraying just 
one side of the issue. A balanced view must be put forward which affirms the 
rights of all the peoples of the region to justice and peace. ... [EPS] 


ET 


ECUVIEW/Eva Militz: ‘Arrests and Repression in Namibia’ EPS 87.09.89 


Militz is documentalist with the World Council of Churches’ Programme to 
Combat Racism. 


On the night of 18/19 August, leading Swapo members and trade unionists were 
arrested by the South African authorities [EPS 87.09.09], and offices of the 
organisations as well as those of church, student organisations, schools and 
homes searched throughout the country. 


The arrested Swapo leaders include Hendrik Witbooi (acting vice president), 
Daniel Tjongarero (joint foreign affairs secretary), and Nico Bessinger 
(foreign affairs secretary). 


The trade unionists are Alphons John Pandeni (secretary general of the Namibia 
Food and Allied Union, NAFAU) and Anton Lubowski (treasurer of the National 
Union of Namibian Workers, NUNW). Many other Swapo and trade union officials 
were detained overnight. 


There is great concern about the health of those detained Swapo members who 
are in ill-health and especially Tjongarero, who is seriously ill with a 
kidney problem. He is on medication, and before his arrest was being treated 
by a specialist. Since his detention, he has been admitted to the white 
hospital in Windhoek, but no offical reasons have been given. 


On 26 August, Ben Ulenga (general secretary of the Mineworkers Union of 
Namibia, MUN) was arrested upon his return from a trip to Great Britain and 
Scandinavia where he was seeking support for 4000 striking mineworkers at 
Tsumeb Corporation. 


These arrests represent the biggest swoop against Swapo since 1979. The 
arrests were made under Section 6 of the Namibia Terrorism Act (imposed by 
South Africa). Under it, people can be detained indefinitely, and are not 
allowed contact with family members or lawyers. So far, it has not yet been 
possible to determine where those detained are being held. 


The detentions brought widespread condemnation from within the country as well 
as internationally, including from the UN Security Council and the European 
Community, which also demanded their release. 


In a statement released shortly before his arrest, Nico Bessinger said the 
South African authorities were arresting black leaders inside the country to 
continue the process of "internal elections" without what the authorities 
consider "interference". But, he said, "we will continue resistance under 
colonialism even if it means continued incarceration under that law." 


He added that the security police are an instrument of colonialism - a 
situation which could only be rectified by the independence of Namibia in 
terms of UN Security Council Resolution 435 (1978). 


"We will not be intimidated to become part of a puppet set-up", he said. He 
also saw the arrests as "part of a clampdown before Namibia Day [26 August]" 
held to celebrate the 2lst "anniversary of the armed struggle". 


At the same time, it seems that the arrests were also meant to weaken the 
growing and increasingly combative trade-union movement in the country, which 
cooperates with Swapo. The strike for higher wages and better working 
conditions at the three Tsumeb Corporation mines is the latest in a series of 
strikes which have hit the Namibian economy in recent months. [over] 


namibia/2 


The company has decided to sack the 4000 striking workers. At the end of last 
month, an appeal by the trade union against this decision was rejected, and 
the company started evicting miners from their hostels and transporting them 
back to northern Namibia. 


Also last month, the German Evangelical Lutheran Church (DELK) decided to 
leave the the Council of Churches in Namibia [EPS 87.09.63]. 


CCN has a history of opposition to apartheid. It is known to be a strong 
supporter of the Swapo, and it has in the past resisted attempts to be divided 
from it. CCN chaplains serve the refugeee community in Swapo camps. 


CCN also supports UN Resolution 435, the only internationally recognized way 
towards free elections in and independence for Namibia. The organisation's 
efforts to provide alternative education for the oppressed Namibian people, as 
well as health services for communities in rural areas, are well known and 
have been repeatedly attacked by South African forces. 


It is also outspoken in favour of economic sanctions to be applied against 
South Africa and Namibia as a means to hasten the fall of the apartheid regime. 


It seems that last month's events in Namibia are part of efforts to weaken the 
resistance in the country so that South African plans for elections along 
ethnic lines can go ahead without disturbances. 


However, similar South African-inspired elections in 1978 were met with 
widespread resistance throughout the country, and people were forced at 
gunpoint to vote. 


In light of the current situation, the WCC Programme to Combat Racism is 
urging the following: 


* At the request of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in South West Africa 
(Rhenish Mission), send messages of protest concerning the Tsumeb mine workers 
to the South African administrator general in Namibia, and to officials of the 


Tsumeb Mining Corporation, as well as to its parent firms in the United 
Kingdom and the United States. 


* Send messages of protest concerning the detention of the leading Swapo and 
trade-union people to South African President P.W. Botha (Telex: 320 433 sa). 
Send copies to CCN (Telex 3107 wk). 


* Make the case of the detained people known in your church and country. 


* Pray for those arrested, for their safety and immediate release. Pray also 
for the miners and all Namibians struggling against colonial rule. 


* Organise events which will help inform people about the situation in 


Namibia. This is particularly important since there is almost a total news 
blackout about developments in the country. 


* naan funds for Swapo, the sole and authentic representative of the Namibian 
people. 


* Inform people about UN Resolution 435, the only internationally recognized 
way towards Namibian independence. 


(The ecumenical Namibia Communications Centre (Box 286, London WC1X OEL) is a 
g00d source of up-to-date information about the situation in Namibia.) [EPS] 
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SHOPTALK (54/33) 


EPS coverage advisory: Items on the WCC World Consultation on Resource 
Sharing (24-31 October, El Escorial, Spain (EPS 87.06.08, 07.15, 09.27, 
09.49) are planned for the EPS to be mailed 6 November. On advance request, 
EPS coverage and/or special material on the meeting is available by telex, 
telefax, or telephone. 


Recently prepared information on South African refugees and exiles is 
available from the Division of Refugee Ministries of the South African Council 
of Churches, Box 4921, Johannesburg. 


The September WCC Church and Society Newsletter focuses on creation and the 
program of the sub-unit. A copy is available from WCC/C&S, Box 66, CH-1211 
Geneva 20. 


A list of mew and forthcoming publications is available from WCC 
Publications, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


The 1988 Program of the WCC Ecumenical Institute is available from Chateau 
de Bossey, CH-1298 Céligny, Switzerland. It includes five seminars - Orthodox 
Theology and Spirituality (28 March-10 April), Science and the Theology of 
Creation (12-22 April), Communicating the Gospel Through the Arts (25 May - 
3 June), Reading the Bible with Women's Eyes (20-30 June), and Confessing 
Christ in Africa (5-15 July) - and a course for theological students and young 
pastors, Theologies in Dialogue (19-29 July). 


Women Working Towards a Just Society is a 52-page report on an African 
regional workshop for "rural and peri-urban women leaders" last year in 
Zimbabwe. Copies are available from the WCC Sub-Unit on Women in Church and 
Society and the Women in Church and Society sector of the Lutheran World 
Federation. The address of both is Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


Photo Oikoumene, the periodic WCC photo catalogue, is available to those who 
request it from WCC/Visual Arts, Box 66, CH-121l1 Geneva 20. A set of back 
catalogues (since February 1981) is available for 15 Swiss francs. You may 


also request photos to go with specific EPS stories. They will be sent at 
your expense as available. 


EPS appears 45 times a year. This issue was printed 23 September. The next 
issue is scheduled for 30 September). EPS deadlines are Mondays at 7h00 GMT. 


On request, EPS will send headlines by telex or telefax. Then you can ask 
(and pay) for full texts. 


EPS annual subscription rates (including airmail) are 69.50 Swiss francs, 
42.50 US dollars, 26.50 UK pounds, 52.50 Australian dollars, 65 New Zealand 
dollars, 95 Dutch guilders, 85 FRG marks, 250 French francs, 250 Swedish 
kronor, 175 Indian rupees, or 49.50 Canadian dollars. 
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Ghana: appeal on church newspaper EPS 87.09.90 
GENEVA — The International Catholic Press Union (UCIP) has appealed to the 
government of Ghana to allow the Roman Catholic newspaper "The Standard" to 
resume publication. It has been shut down since 1985. [EPS] 


Guyana: church newspaper suspended EPS 87.09.91 
GEORGETOWN - "The Catholic Standard," was forced to suspend publication last 
month when the government blocked donated newsprint from entering the country 
after the newspaper's supply had run out. The Inter American Press 
Association calls it the "sole independent voice in Guyana." [EPS] 


Canada: RCs, Anglicans release mixed—marriage guidelines EPS 87.09.92 
OTTAWA - Mixed marriages between Anglicans and Roman Catholics should promote 
church unity rather than division according to guidelines released (here, 17 
September) by church leaders. The guidelines say priests of the two 
traditions should get to know each other better and “emphasize love and 
pastoral care rather than rivalry and rigorism." [EPS] 


Brazil: church takes census EPS 87.09.93 
SAO LEOPOLDO - The Evangelical Church of the Lutheran Confession in Brazil 
(IELCB) hopes to have data by the end of November from a census of its 
members. Besides providing an up-to-date figure on the number of Lutherans, 
it is to show IECLB urban/rural, age, and sex distributions, and migration 
patterns. [EPS] 


Nicaragua: ecumenical prayer day EPS 87.09.94 
MANAGUA - In support of peace efforts in Nicaragua, an ecumenical day of 
prayer was held (20 September). In a message marking the occasion, World 
Council of Churches General Secretary Emilio Castro offered prayer that "peace 
and justice, sought by all the Nicaraguan people, would become a reality for 
you." He hoped the country's four-person reconciliation commission would be 
an instrument in God's hands. [EPS] 


World Council of Churches among 300 UN ‘peace messengers’ EPS 87.09.95 
GENEVA — The World Council of Churches, through its Commission of the Churches 
on International Affairs, is among more than 300 non-governmental 
organizations designated UN "peace messengers" in ceremonies marking the 
International Day of Peace (15 September) and the end of the International 
Year of Peace. [EPS] 


Philippines: WCC shocked at Alejandro assassination EPS 87.09.96 
GENEVA - In a message (21 September) to the National Council of Churches in 
the Philippines, General Secretary Emilio Castro of the World Council of 
Churches expressed "shock" at the news of the assassination (19 September) of 
Leandro Alejandro, secretary-general of Bayan, an activist coalition. "We 
condemn this act," Castro said, recalling Alejandro's "service to [the] 
Philippine people through his leadership [of] movements for justice." Asking 
the NCCP to convey the message's contents to the government and Alejandro's 
family, Castro concluded: "Please be assured of our intercessions for all 
people of [the] Philippines." [EPS] 


Ecuador: evangelical association expels pastor for ecumenism EPS 87.09.97 

QUITO - APEE, an association of evangelical pastors in Ecuador, has expelled 
Alfonso Vasquez because of his work with the Latin American Council of 
Churches (CLAI), based here. Vasquez is a member of the CLAI executive 
board. APEE statutes specify that it is "not ecumenical". CLAI leaders wrote 
a six-page open letter to protest that the APEE decision is "not in accord 
with the word of God". The letter was signed by CLAI General Secretary Felipé 


Adolf and three colleagues. [EPS] 


France: pioneering ecumenical group marks 50th anniversary EPS 87.09.98 
LYON — Le Groupe des Dombes, a pioneering group of French-speaking ecumenists, 
marked (11 September) its 50th anniversary at a monastery (Trappe des Dombes) 
near where it was founded in 1937 by Paul Couturier. Except for five years 
during World War II, the group (which includes about 40 people) has met yearly 
at the beginning of September for a week. It began to publish results of its 
reflections in 1971, on such subjects as eucharist, ministry, and roles of 
bishops in general and the pope in particular. [EPS] 


USA: Church Women United general director opposes court nominee EPS 87.09.99 
WASHINGTON - Doris Anne Younger, general director of the ecumenical Church 
Women United, has joined a coalition of leaders of more than 20 other women's 
organizations in the USA opposing the nomination of Robert Bork as an 
associate justice of the US Supreme Court. The women object to his views and 
record - he is currently a judge of a federal appeals court - on such issues 
as individual and privacy rights, equal protection of the laws, affirmative 
action for women and members of minority groups, church-state separation, 
minority rights, and the role of the judiciary. [EPS] 


USA: church leaders protest aid to contras EPS 87.09.100 

WASHINGTON - A statement by about 300 US religious leaders, including more 
than 25 bishops of various traditions, strongly opposed continued US aid to 
the contras, the armed opponents of the Nicaraguan government. Many of the 
religious leaders came here (15 September) to personally deliver about 25,000 
letters urging Congress not to agree to extend the aid beyond this year. A 
Methodist bishop, William Boyd Grove of West Virginia, called US policy 
"bankrupt," “obscene,” and "political pornography." Among signers of the 
statement were Philip Cousin, a Methodist bishop who is president of the 
National Council of Churches; Avery Post, president of the United Church of 
Christ; Leroy Matthiesen, bishop of the Roman Catholic diocese of Amarillo 


(Texas); and Eugene Lippman, president of the Central Conference of American 
[Reform] Rabbis. [EPS] 


GDR: church and state reps to meet on four issues EPS 87.09.101 

BERLIN - The conference of leaders of the eight Evangelical Landeskirchen 
(United and Lutheran regional churches) in the GDR (East Germany) accepted 
[4-5 September] a proposal from the government secretary for religious 


affairs, Klaus Gysi, for a series of information meetings on education, law, 
military service, and atomic energy. [EPS] 


FRG: church-news agencies clash EPS 87.09.102 

FRANKFURT —- Disagreements between two church news services - EPD and Idea - 
are in the spotlight in the FRG (West Germany). This follows a decision by 
SID, the sports-news agency which transmits EPD material, to stop transmitting 
Idea material. The SID decision cited a 1981 contract with EPD giving EPD 
exclusive transmission rights. Idea officials say EPD is behind the SID move, 
and accused EPD of seeking a church-news monopoly. EPD is related to the 
Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD), an association of the United, Reformed, 
and Lutheran Landeskirchen (regional churches) in West Germany and West 
Berlin. EKD policy is to have but one press agency. EPD official Hans- 
Wolfgang Hessler says Idea rejected a 1982 EPD proposal to have SID carry Idea 
material. He reiterated EPD interest in friendly cooperation with Idea, which 
is associated with conservative evangelicals inside and outside the EKD. [EPS] 


El Salvador: church-sponsored nursery building bombed EPS 87.09.103 
NEJAPA —- Late last month, a powerful explosion rocked the Faith and Hope 
Lutheran-supported Christian settlement here. There were no injuries, but the 


community's nursery building was seriously damaged. Most of the 150 or so 


people in the settlement are children, many of them o 
families. [EPS] ’ “J rphans adopted by refugee 


ECUVIEW/Emilio Castro: "Reflections on Violence' EPS 87.09.1004 


Castro is general secretary of the World Council of Churches. This is 
excerpted from the first (September) of a new series of occasional letters, to 
“share informally some information and interpretation of recent developments 
in the council's life." Those who so request will be added to the letter's 
mailing list. 


--. The meeting convened by the WCC in Lusaka, Zambia, in May [EPS SLODOBKs 
63,65,68,69,70], has provoked many comments and questions. Particular 
attention has been given to its statement that "while remaining committed to 
eaceful change, we recognize that the nature of the South African regime 
Which wages war against its own inhabitants and neighbours compels the 
movements to the use of force along with other means to end oppression." It 
may thus be helpful to recall some of what the WCC has said about war and 
violence and to highlight some of what Lusaka said. ... 


With the memory of World War II Still fresh, the WCC's First Assembly 
(Amsterdam 1948) declared that "war as a method of settling disputes is 
incompatible with the teaching and example of our Lord Jesus Christ. The part 
which war plays in our present international life is a sin against God and a 
degradation of man". This powerful testimony against war has been echoed again 
and again since then. Many will remember that the Vancouver Assembly asked 
churches to declare unequivocally "that the production and deployment as well 
as the use of nuclear weapons are a crime against humanity" and called on 
Christians to "give witness to their unwillingness to participate in any 
conflict involving weapons of mass destruction or indiscriminate effect". 


Even if most churches do not take the pacifist position that war is always 
wrong, one hears more and more in ecumenical discussions that war is not a 
permissible option to remedy current international problems. But what about 
the violence of power used in civil conflicts? The Central Committee declared 
in 1971 that "the WCC does not and cannot identify itself completely with any 
political movement, nor does it pass judgement on those victims of racism who 
are driven to violence as the only way left to them to redress grievances and 
So open the way for a new and more just social order". 


In 1973, drawing on two WCC consultations (and reactions to them) as well as 
studies and statements by member churches, the Central Committee commended a 
study document on "Violence, Nonviolence and the Struggle for Social Justice". 
Well worth rereading today, it's reprinted in Violence, Nonviolence and Civil 
Conflict (3 Swiss francs from WCC Publications). 


As the WCC has done consistently, this statement rejects any attempt to jus-— 
tify violent methodologies from the gospel. Indeed, it asserts that "Jesus of 
Nazareth did not use violence on behalf of the weak, the poor and the suffer- 
ing against the powerful even though he identified himself with them." But, it 
goes on to observe, Christians do not agree on "the consequence of this exam-— 
ple for us today". The "agonizing question" is framed sharply: "How can Chris- 
tians, children of God's love and followers of Jesus Christ, live and work in 
a world where the use of force and violence against the countless forms of 
human sin seems unavoidable?" 


The document notes that "under God's mandate governments have a legitimate 
function to restrain private power in the interests of justice for all, to 
assure human rights and to serve public welfare. To this end they use force 
governed by law. When a government does this it has authority, which is to be 
recognized, even though we may object to some laws and seek to change them." 
At the same time, "government can become so tyrannical and so hostile to its 
Own people that citizens feel a duty to resist it or overthrow it." [over] 


letter/2 


Several months before the Vancouver Assembly, a group ... met in Northern 
Ireland to review the 1973 document and to expose the “new features of force 
and violence" that had emerged in the subsequent decade. Their report called 
on the church to develop “its capacity as a prophetic institution" and "to 
become more discerning in perceiving the roots of violence, more farsighted in 
recognizing factors leading a society towards violence and more courageous in 
exposing these factors." The participants underlined the central importance of 
"mutual intercession of churches for one another, especially in situations of 
violence, leading to actions of real or symbolic solidarity”. 


Both documents, 10 years apart, underscore that disagreements on this issue 
make continued ecumenical discussion necessary. Some Christians believe that 
only nonviolent action is consistent with obedience to Jesus Christ. Others 
accept the possibility that violent resistance may be a Christian duty in 
extreme circumstances. Still others find themselves already in situations of 
violence, where the problem is to reduce the amount of violence and liberate 
people for just and peaceful relations even while the conflict goes on. 


Of course, behind these divergent beliefs lie some clear agreements: that the 
basis of all our actions is Jesus' commandment to love all persons - enemies 
or friends; that hatred of persons and groups of persons is excluded; that the 
aim of resisting unjust power is not to destroy an enemy but to establish a 
more just order; that terrorism, torture, holding innocent hostages and 
deliberately or indiscriminately killing innocent noncombatants are rejected. 


Most church traditions have recognized the possibility of just rebellion, 
including armed actions, against an oppressive power. A recent case in point 
is the Vatican "Instruction on Christian Freedom and Liberation" .... During 
the last decade the WCC has placed special emphasis on the peaceful resolution 
of conflicts, supporting movements for human rights and justice led by 
churches and others that have attained their goals by nonviolent means. Let 
me now mention what I see as the key affirmations from the Lusaka meeting: 


1. The South African regime is theologically illegitimate: ... 


2. ... [Another] affirmation invites churches, governments and public opinion 
to relate to these [liberation] movements as representing the aspirations of 
the majority of the people in South Africa. Through the Special Fund of the 
Programme to Combat Racism, the WCC has long given money for humanitarian 
aspects of the work of liberation movements in southern Africa. The main value 
of these gifts is not financial but the moral recognition of these movements 
as legitimate representatives of the oppressed. 


3. ... The nature of the South African regime ... [compels] the South African 
people and the liberation movements to the use of force along with other means 
to end oppression. In no sense is this a call to violence. It is a sad 
Statement of facts and a refusal to pass judgement, in line with the 1973 WCC 
document I quoted earlier .... To define the liberation movements as 
"violent" is an injustice to them and to the people of South Africa. The use 
of force is a painful but minor expression of their resistance. They recognize 
that education, awareness—building, popular organization, diplomacy and public 


opinion carry the real promises for the future and are far more fundamental to 
their struggle. 


While agonizing together over the problem of violence in South Africa, let us 
not forget our own vocation in the particular situations we are in. ... The 


central issue is not methodology but the recognit 
God's children. ... [EPS] enition of equal dignity of all 


ECUVIEW/Ron O'Grady: 'Letter from Aukland' EPS 87.09.105 


Last month, the Labour Party, led by Prime Minister David Lange, won 56 of the 
97 seats in the general election, thus ensuring it will continue to govern. 
Its nuclear-free policy was a central debating point in the election - one of 
the few issues on which there was notable divergence between the two main 
parties. The opposition National Party stated vague opposition to nuclear 
weapons, but would trust the country's allies to respect that position. 


The international peace network organized itself to send messages of 
encouragement. Prominent peace activists Helen Caldicott, a speaker at the 
last assembly of the World Council of Churches (Vancouver, 1983), and Bruce 
Kent, a leader in the British Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament, were among 
overseas visitors to the country in the fortnight before the election. 


Although peace issues influenced a significant number of voters, the election 
was really fought on economic issues. In the past three years, Labour has 
introduced rapid and sweeping economic reforms aimed at freeing up the economy 
and letting market forces determine the direction of society. 


These policies have led to a boom in the money market with new building 
projects in cities and record share profits, but the effect on some sections 
of society has been little short of disastrous. 


A recent study, Poor in New Zealand, produced by Anglican social service 
workers in Wellington, estimates one in three New Zealanders lives below the 
poverty line, and that 80 percent of New Zealanders earn less than the 
equivalent of 12,000 US dollars a year. 


The change in the economy has led to rising unemployment, with Maori people 
[the descendants of those who lived in the country before the Europeans 
arrived] comprising a disproportionate number of the unemployed. Lange, an 
active Methodist, promised in his new term to give increased attention to 
concerns like health, employment, education, and housing. 


The Coalition of Concerned Citizens spent large sums of money to defeat some 
MPs and support its own candidates. According to one of its spokespersons, 
there were only two born-again Christians in the old parliament; its aim was 
to ensure that some of the 21 candidates known to be "born-again" would be 
elected to office in the new parliament. 


Three weeks before the election, supporters of the coalition organized a 
national day of prayer. The publicity called for 10,000 righteous men (sic) 
to commit themselves to prayer and fasting for the healing of the nation. 
Reports from several parts of the country showed that attendances were far 
less than expected. In the end, none of the born-again candidates came within 
2,000 votes of being elected. 


Despite this setback, the coalition made some gains in the election, and did 
some damage to those considered too liberal. One of the victims of these 
attacks was Russell Marshall, an ordained minister who was government minister 
of education. His liberal education reforms, especially in areas of sex and 
peace education, had roused the ire of the right, which circulated critical 
pamphlets throughout the electorate. On election night, Marshall saw his 
majority slashed from 4,000 to 27. 


Church leaders were surprisingly quiet during the election. They gave little 
specific guidance, reflecting the widespread confusion about the real issues. 
Many who applauded the government's stand on peace and international justice 
questions were uncertain about its right-wing economic policy. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW: ‘Propositions on Technology and Politics’ EPS 87.09.106 


These propositions - 30 in all - were prepared in the light of the Chernobyl 
nuclear accident by FEST (Evangelical Institute for Interdisciplinary 
Research), in Heidelberg, FRG (West Germany). They were translated by the 
Language Service of the World Council of Churches. A fuller English text - 
with elaborations on each proposition - is available from WCC/C&S, Box 66, 
CH-1211 Geneva 20. The German text is available from Forschungsstatte der 
evangelischen Studiengemeinschaft, Schmeilweg 5, D-6900 Heidelberg. 


3. Technology which relies on faultless operating is never safe. 

4. The ‘residual risk' in nuclear energy, especially the probability of an 
accident involving a core melt-down, may be slight but it is not zero. 

6. The principle of residual risk needs re-thinking. 

8. If nuclear energy is to be used on a world-wide scale, war must be 
eliminated. 

9. The long-term loss of confidence in the political process undermines the 
credibility of government. 

10. The argument over nuclear energy increases the tendency to threaten and 
use force in domestic political controversies. 

11. For western industrial societies the contradiction between technological 
development and the principles and institutions of the constitutional 
state represent a political challenge. 

12. The use of nuclear energy raises questions about the moral acceptability 
and the political effectiveness of majority rule. 

13. Decisions concerning energy policy call for the exercise of political 
responsibility in the form of an ethic of self-restraint. 

14. In a democracy, acts of civil disobedience have to be taken as a serious 
questioning of the ethical justification of majority decisions. ... 

15. Forecasts of energy needs are subject to particular interests and methods 
of calculation. 

16. It would be possible to phase out nuclear energy within two years without 
causing a ‘blackout’, 

17. Nuclear energy can be phased out over ten years without economic problems. 

18. A long-term shift away from nuclear energy, or even a plan for its 
long-term use is unprofitable from the standpoint of the national economy. 

19. The phasing out of nuclear energy within two years could place a greater 
strain on the environment. 

20. The use of nuclear energy is not the best way to go about reducing carbon 
dioxide pollution of the atmosphere. 

21. The development of an energy technology that does not damage the 
environment can stimulate economic innovation. 

22. We cannot justifiably wait for other states to make the first move in 
deciding against the peaceful use of nuclear energy. 

23. Not only the military use of nuclear energy but even its use for civilian 
purposes can influence and change international relations. 

24. International agreements on the use of nuclear energy need to be 
reinterpreted. 

25. The energy problems of the Third World cannot be solved by the 
introduction of nuclear energy in developing countries. 


26. The use of nuclear energy in the highly industrialized countries will not 
solve the Third World's energy problems either. 


27. Energy saving is the best source of energy. Energy saving is an 
environmental imperative and incompatible with the pressures of constant 
growth. 


28. The Chernobyl disaster has drastically increased the total strain on 
people and on the environment. 


29. The primacy of politics over technology has to be re-established 


30. Chernobyl has made such an impression on public awareness that a political 
change of direction is possible. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/H. Maurier: 'Sects' and Independent Churches in Africa EPS 87.09.107 


Maurier is a Roman Catholic missionary in Africa. This item is excerpted 
from an article published (6 August) by the Belgium—based, church-news agency 
CIP. It was translated from the French by the Language Service of the World 
Council of Churches. 


-.. The success of these independent churches is ... not to be explained 
[only] by reaction on their part against the missionary churches. The protest 
movements that can be identified among the sects are ... very often directed 
basically at existing social situations. ... [for example,] the massive 
urbanization experienced in Africa over the last 20 years. The rural 
population which began to flow into the towns found in small, recently 
established religious communities a welcome often warmer than what the 
structures and liturgies of the large churches could offer them .... 


Nor is the Africans' gradual reassertion of their cultural identity against 
the challenge of outside influences unconnected with the establishment and 
development of new sects which show clearer signs of indigenous elements. In 
any event, many members find themselves more naturally at home in the sects 
than in those large churches with liturgies that are considered uninspiring. 


Not seldom, where a leader appeals to his own powers of healing - whether 
these are real or are just thought to be extraordinary - he or she will 
succeed in attracting ... crowds .... The same thing happens around women or 
men who proclaim a happy future for a whole people through a succession of 
prophetic oracles or visions or dreams. It has also been observed that the 
more they gave women a new role, the greater was the success of the 
independent churches. At all events, women play a leading part in quite a 
number of these churches and some have even founded new churches. ... 


It is possible to identify four major types of sects and religious movements 
from the results of the specialists’ research. First is the messianic type. 
The founder proclaims a dramatic and revolutionary change in how things stand, 
a world-wide disaster, the coming of a saviour endowed with superhuman powers 
who will establish a kingdom of prosperity and peace and will expel from the 
country the forces of foreign domination. ... 


A second type of religious movement focuses on conversion. ... These new 
churches can then be observed to Africanize Christian ceremonies and 
liturgical vestments. Frequently they devote themselves to a real witch-hunt 
and campaign against pagan fetishes. Quite - indeed very - frequently, their 
hierarchical structure is modelled on that of the Roman Catholic church and 
includes priests, bishops and cardinals. ... We may also include among these 
churches those with the designation ‘Ethiopian churches' ... which no longer 
allow any white leaders in their ranks but entrust leadership to blacks only, 
having on some occasion separated from their mother churches .... 


The thaumaturgical churches are a third category ... A native healer with some 
prophetic gifts has only to appear and in a short space of time he will 
attract crowds of people who in some way or other are oppressed, either 
physically or mentally. ... In passing we may note that some sects at times 
focus so much on healing miracles that they go as far as to forbid their 
converts any recourse to native remedies, modern medicines or hospital care. 


...  [Finally,] gnostic sects ... which offer first and foremost an 
interpretation of the world, a secret doctrine, or a set of mysteries into 
which one should be initiated ... are not the preserve of the ancient world or 
of the Middle Ages. ... In Africa, those who belong to these movements are 
recruited primarily in educated circles. ... [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘Japanese Anglican Peace Appeal' EPS 87.09.108 


This is excerpted from a recent “peace appeal" by six committees of the 
Nippon Seikokai (the [Anglican] Holy Catholic Church in Japan). Christians 
are about one percent of Japan's 121 million people. 


... We Christians are constrained to seek true peace in Jesus Christ. However, 
when the Japanese military invaded other Asian countries during the Pacific 
War, the churches in Japan were unable to comprehend the meanings of war and 
kept silence or followed the orders of the military government. Moreover, we 
followed the national policy incorporated in State Shinto ... and we also ... 
prayed for Japan's victory in war. 


The Nippon Seikokai has never made a serious evaluation of what it did in the 
past in this regard. During May of 1986, the 4lst General Assembly of the 
church decided to remove prayers for the emperor and the imperial families 
from the prayer book of the church. The Nippon Seikokai confesses its sins 
committed against all peoples, particularly those in other Asian countries. 


In the same manner we were unable to see the realities of Okinawa. At the 
end of the Pacific War, 150,000 or one fourth of all Okinawans had been killed 
in order to protect the vested interests surrounding the emperor system on the 
mainland. We speak of peace but ignore the reality of the presence of US 
military bases, retaining 75 percent of the US military presence in Japan in 
Okinawa. It is well known that nuclear weapons are retained on land in 
Okinawa. When public school teachers [in Okinawa] have objected to the uses 
of the Japanese flag and the quasi-national anthem, Kimigayo, they have been 
discharged from their jobs. 


The emperor is to visit Okinawa this year. Is the intention only to erase 
the emperor's war responsibility by writing a final closing chapter to the war 
tragedies? It is necessary for us to understand that 850,000 military 
personnel and 650,000 civilians were killed for the sake of Japan's militarism 
and were sacrificed by the emperor. We must understand that 20,000,000 people 
in Asia and the Pacific islands were killed by Japan's militarism under the 
emperor. Such cruel acts must never be repeated, nor can we ever again 
remain uninterested in such realities, for we know how great the sins were. 


--.- In order to make known the horrors of war for the generations today that 
have not known such, it is necessary to pray for peace while having meetings 


for witnessing to the reality of Pacific war victims, including the hearing of 
voices of other Asian and Pacific peoples. 


Only through being peacemakers can we redeem the many lives sacrificed in the 
war. Especially when Japan is heading towards ever greater militarization, 
moving to nationalize the Yasukuni Shinto Shrine, and acting to suppress 
freedom of speech through the creation of the National Secrets Law, we must 


press forward on all fronts in an all-out effort to prevent Japan's further 
thrusts towards militarization. 


Our centennial celebration theme was "To Make Us Instruments of Thy Peace" and 
we are taking specific actions and making specific efforts to fulfil the 
requirements laid upon us by this theme. For example, we must act in order 
to eliminate discrimination in society. We must take action to create 


reconciliation, social justice, welfare of the people and the promotion of 
human rights. 


Our Lord walked together with the oppressed and discriminated against, the 


least of these brothers and sisters. As the basic Christian way we will 
follow the footsteps of Jesus Christ. ... [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘Recent US Church Statements on Jewish Relations’ EPS 87.09.109 


I: This text was approved (30 June) by the General Synod of the United Church 
of Christ: 


We ... acknowledge that the Christian church has, throughout much of its 
history, denied God's continuing covenantal relationship with the Jewish 
people expressed in the faith of Judaism. This denial has often led to 
outright rejection of the Jewish people and to theologically and humanly 
intolerable violence. 


Faced with this history from which we as Christians cannot, and must not, 
disassociate ourselves, we ask for God's forgiveness through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 


We pray for divine grace that will enable us, more firmly than ever before, to 
turn from this path of rejection and persecution to affirm that Judaism has 
not been superseded by Christianity; that Christianity is not to be 
understood as the successor religion to Judaism. 


God's covenant with the Jewish people has not been abrogated. God has not 
rejected the Jewish people; God is faithful in keeping covenant. [EPS] 


Il: The following "affirmations" are part of a paper, "A Theological 
Understanding of the Relationship Between Christians and Jews", adopted for 
study and reflection by this year's General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church (USA). Results of the study and reflection are to be reported to the 
1989 PCUSA assembly. 


1. We affirm that the living God whom Christians worship is the same God who 
is worshipped and served by Jews. We bear witness that the God revealed in 
Jesus, a Jew, to be the Triune Lord of all, is the same one disclosed in the 
life and worship of Israel. 


2. We affirm that the church, elected in Jesus Christ, has been engrafted 
into the people of God established by the covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob. Therefore, Christians have not replaced Jews. 


3. We affirm that both the church and the Jewish people are elected by God 
for witness to the world, and that the relationship of the church to 
contemporary Jews is based on that gracious and irrevocable election of both. 


4. We affirm that the reign of God is attested both by the continuing 
existence of the Jewish people, and by the church's proclamation of the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ. Hence, when speaking with Jews about matters of faith, we 
must always acknowledge that Jews are already in a covenantal relationship 
with God. 


5. We acknowledge in repentance the church's long and deep complicity in the 
proliferation of anti-Jewish attitudes and actions through its "teaching of 
contempt" for the Jews. Such teaching we now repudiate, together with the 
acts and attitudes which it generates. 


6. We affirm the continuity of God's promise of land along with the 
obligations of that promise to the people Israel. 


7. We affirm that Jews and Christians are partners in waiting. Christians 
see in Christ the redemption not yet fully visible in the world, and Jews 
await the messianic redemption. Christians and Jews together await the final 
manifestation of God's promise of the peaceable kingdom. [EPS] 


yy 


ECUTEXT: ‘God's Promise of Land to the People Israel’ EPS 87.09.110 


This is excerpted from a study document approved by this year's General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (USA). 


The Genesis record indicates that "the land of your sojournings" was 
promised to Abraham and his and Sarah's descendants. This promise, however, 
included the demand that "You shall keep my covenant." ... The implication is 
that the blessings of the promise were dependent upon fulfilment of covenant 
relationships. Disobedience could bring the loss of land, even while God's 
promise was not revoked. God's promises are always kept, but in God's own 
way and time. 


The establishment of the State of Israel in our day has been seen by many 
devout Jews as the fulfilment of God's divine promise. Other Jews are 
equally sure that it is not, and regard the State of Israel as an unauthorized 
attempt to flee divinely imposed exile. Still other Jews interpret the State 
of Israel in purely secular terms. 


Christian opinion is equally diverse. As Reformed Christians, however, we 
believe that no government at any time can ever be the full expression of 
God's will. All, including the State of Israel, stand accountable to God. 
The State of Israel is a geopolitical entity and is not to be validated 
theologically. 


God's promise of land bears with it obligation. Land is to be used as the 
focus of mission, the place where a people can ... be a light to the nations. 
Further, because land is God's to be given, it can never be fully possessed. 

The living out of God's covenant in the land brings with it not only 
opportunity but also temptation. The history of the people of Israel reveals 
the continual tension between sovereignty and stewardship, blessing and curse. 


The Hebrew prophets made clear to the people of their own day as well, indeed, 
as any day, that those in possession of "land" have a responsibility and 
obligation to the disadvantaged, the oppressed and the "strangers in their 
gates". God's justice, unlike ours, is consistently in favour of the 
powerless (Ps.103:6). Therefore we, whether Christian or Jew, who affirm the 
divine promise of land, however land is to be understood, dare not fail to 
uphold the divine right of the dispossessed. 


We have indeed been agents of the dispossession of others. In particular, we 
confess our complicity in the loss of land by Palestinians, and we join with 
those of our Jewish sisters and brothers who stand in solidarity with 
Palestinians as they cry for justice as the dispossessed. We disavow any 


teaching which says that peace can be secured without justice through the 
exercise of violence and retribution. . 


For 3000 years the covenant promise of land has been an essential element of 
the self-understanding of Jewish people. Through centuries of dispersion and 
exile, Jews have continued to understand themselves as a people in relation to 
the God they have known through the promise of land. However, to understand 


that promise solely in terms of a specific geographical entity on the eastern 
shore of the Mediterranean is, in our view, inadequate. 


"Land" is understood as more than place or property; “land" is a biblical 
metaphor for sustainable life, prosperity, peace, and security. We affirm the 
rights to these essentials for the Jewish people. At the same time ... we 
affirm those same rights in the name of justice to all peoples. ... Thus we 


affirm our solidarity with all people to whom those rights of "land" are 
currently denied. ... [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘Three Ecumenical Anniversaries in 1987' EPS 87.09.1111 


This background paper was prepared for the 21-25 September meeting in Atlanta 
of the Executive Committee of the World Council of Churches. 


The actions of the Oxford Conference on Church, Community and State and of the 
Edinburgh Conference on Faith and Order were decisive in the formation of the 


wcC. It was at these two conferences in 1937 that the Life and Work and the 
Faith and Order movements agreed to join forces to create the WCC. Among the 
participants in both conferences were men and women who were to guide the 
ecumenical movement for years to come. 


Both conferences in their own deliberations contributed to the development of 
ecumenical thought and consensus. Their complementary concerns’. for 
theological agreement and for social witness are still fundamental to the work 
and goals of the WCC. 


The Oslo World Conference of Christian Youth [in 1947] was the first large 
ecumenical gathering to be held after World War II and focussed attention on a 
number of critical questions which pointed the way to the first assembly of 
the WCC at Amsterdam in 1948. 


The Oxford Conference was a significant step forward in Christian thinking 
about economic and social justice. In a remarkable way, it helped the 
churches respond to the immense political and social crises of the late 
1930s. For the first time, a world meeting of churches addressed major social 
problems and offered creative new ethical analyses of economic and social 
systems: "The forces of evil against which Christians have to contend are 
found not only in the hearts of men as individuals, but have entered into and 
infected the structure of society." 


It challenged totalitarian political and ideological movements and the trend 
towards the all-powerful state and supported the struggle of the Confessing 
Church in Germany: "The Christian can acknowledge no ultimate authority but 
God; his loyalty to the state is part of his loyalty to God and must never 
usurp the place of that primary and only absolute loyalty." 


There were also discussions of agonizing perplexity on the Christian 
responsibility in the event of war. The conference sought to assess the 
ethical and practical implications of the widely differing positions held by 
Christians: "We do not affirm that any one of these positions can be held to 
represent the only possible Christian attitude." This judgment opened the way 
to a revision of views about war which had dominated Christian thinking 
immediately after World War I and which had limited Christian participation in 
the struggle against Hitler. 


It was such new concepts of the "relatively best" in the fulfilment of 
Christian work for social justice and peace that characterized the courage and 
vision of Oxford. Still today it remains a model of ecumenical social 
engagement and a brilliant illustration of the spiritual and moral insight 
available to the church when it mobilizes its resources in confronting the 
world with the word of God. 


The Edinburgh Conference represented a certain consolidation both in method 
and content of the work of Faith and Order. It accepted fully the statement 
on "The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ" and continued the discussion on 
church, sacraments and ministry begun at Lausanne in 1927 -— which led in due 
course to the document on "Baptism, Eucharist and Ministry" of Lima 1982 [EPS 


49/02]. [over] 


anniversaries/2 


For the first time there was an attempt to clarify and distinguish different 
concepts of unity - federation, intercommunion, organic unity - the latter 
being seen as the ultimate goal. This was the foundation for the further 
reflection in subsequent years in the World Council of Churches on the nature 
of the unity we seek. The significance of the so-called "non-theological 
factors" in the search for Christian unity was also an important item on the 
agenda. This insight and awareness has remained an important matter for 
ecumenical discussion, 


A number of practical steps towards better understanding among the churches 
were described to express their growing cooperation and fellowship. These 
emphases on common prayer for unity, practical cooperation, theological 
exchange, regional conferences, etc. were the seeds of future forms of 
ecumenical life and action. 


The conference saw clearly its own efforts in relation to the great issues of 
the time and thereby raised a prophetic voice for the future of the ecumenical 
movement. In its concluding affirmation the Edinburgh Conference declared 
“our assurance that Christ is the one hope of unity for the world in face of 
the distractions and dissensions of this present time. ... We pray that 
everywhere, in a world divided and perplexed, men and women may turn to Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who makes us one in spite of our divisions; that he may bind 
in one those who by many worldly claims are set at variance; and that the 
world at last find peace and unity in Him; to whom be glory for ever". 


The Oslo Conference (sponsored by the WCC, WSCF, YMCA, YWCA, and WCCE) brought 
together 1200 young people from 73 countries. It was no easy task to mobilize 
the delegates, finance their travel and bring them to Oslo from around the 
world at a time of considerable restrictions on travel. 


Sobered by the realities of the world, the delegates nevertheless recognized 
with joy and gratitude the Lordship of Christ over the whole Church and the 
whole world. The biblical renewal which had been taking place in Europe was 
shared with the world as delegates engaged in Bible study and experienced the 
Bible as the place where God comes to meet us. The disorder felt in those 
post-war years, the threats to civilization, the moral chaos experienced by 
many during the war were themes which led directly to the Amsterdam Assembly. 


A spirit of repentance and reconciliation marked the conference. On the first 
day, fighting broke out between the Dutch and the Indonesians (heralding the 
war for independence), and a statement of solidarity with the Indonesian 
People was made. The French issued a declaration supporting independence for 
colonial peoples; the British and Indian delegates rejoiced that India was on 
the threshold of independence; the Germans met with delegates from the 


countries occupied by Germany during the war; delegates from the USA met with 
the Filipinos. 


As other ecumenical meetings since 1945 had discovered, the ecumenical 
movement had been strengthened by the war-time experiences and offered the 
context in which reconciliation was possible and hope for the future was found. 


There was no official message, since it was felt that the delegates themselves 
were the message and the messengers. Many are still among us, and we are 
especially grateful for their witness and their continued involvement in the 


ecumenical movement, pointing us in the right direction - to be faithful to 
the Oslo theme: "Jesus Christ is Lord". [EPS] 
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SHOPTALK (54/34) 


EPS coverage advisory: Items on the WCC World Consultation on Resource 
Sharing (EPS 87.06.08, 07.15, 09.27, 09.49), 24-31 October, El Escorial, 
Spain, are planned for the EPS to be mailed 6 November. On advance request, 
EPS coverage and/or special material on the meeting is available by telex, 
telefax, or telephone. 


Available from Namibia Communications Centre, an ecumenical news agency (Box 
286, London WC1X OEL) are reports on: 
-Desmond Tutu's two-week visit to Namibia (20 September). 
-the government's appeal of a court order releasing seven Swapo and union 
activists (21 September). 


A list of mew and forthcoming publications is available from WCC 
Publications, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


The 1988 Program of the WCC Ecumenical Institute is available from Chateau 
de Bossey, CH-1298 Céligny, Switzerland. It includes five seminars - Orthodox 
Theology and Spirituality (28 March-10 April), Science and the Theology of 
Creation (12-22 April), Communicating the Gospel Through the Arts (25 May-3 
June), Reading the Bible with Women's Eyes (20-30 June), and Confessing Christ 
in Africa (5-15 July). There is also a course for theological students and 
young pastors, Theologies in Dialogue (19-29 July). 


Women Working Towards a Just Society is a 52-page report on an African 
regional workshop for "rural and peri-urban women leaders" last year in 
Zimbabwe. Copies are available from the WCC Sub-Unit on Women in Church and 
Society and the Women in Church and Society sector of the Lutheran World 
Federation. The address of both is Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


Photo Oikoumene, the periodic WCC photo catalogue, is available to those who 
request it from WCC/Visual Arts, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. A set of back 
catalogues (since February 1981) is available for 15 Swiss francs. You may 
also request photos to go with specific EPS stories. They will be sent at 
your expense as available. 


EPS appears 45 times a year. This issue was printed 30 September. The next 
issue is scheduled for 6 October. EPS deadlines are Mondays at 7h00 GMT. 


On request, EPS will send headlines by telex or telefax. Then you can ask 
(and pay) for full texts. 


EPS annual subscription rates (including airmail) are 69.50 Swiss francs, 
42.50 US dollars, 26.50 UK pounds, 52.50 Australian dollars, 65 New Zealand 


dollars, 95 Dutch guilders, 85 FRG marks, 250 French francs, 250 Swedish 


kronor, 175 Indian rupees, or 49.50 Canadian dollars. 
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WCC COMMITTEE APPROVES PROPOSALS ON Ecumenical Press 
SOUTHERN AFRICA, EVANGELISM, 'JPIC' Service 87.10.01 


ATLANTA — The Executive Committee of the World Council of Churches approved a 
proposal to send "eminent church persons" to various countries to "explain WCC 
policies and actions related to southern Africa." The group is to "urge 
implementation of the appropriate UN resolutions, sanctions against South 
Africa and other actions which would contribute to bringing an end to the pain 
and suffering of the South African people." 


Also, the group endorsed next 4 May as World Day of Prayer for a Free Namibia. 


On evangelism, the committee proposed that the WCC Commission on World Mission 
and Evangelism, the Lausanne Committee for World Evangelization, and the World 
Evangelical Fellowship jointly name a committee to "select, publish, and 
disseminate some concrete models for evangelism that all agree represent 
evangelism at its best" - "ideal illustrations of biblically faithful and 
culturally contextualized evangelism." 


In connection with the 1990 World Convocation on Justice, Peace, and the 
Integrity of Creation, the committee received a message from Jan Cardinal 
Willebrands, president of the Vatican Secretariat for Promoting Christian 
Unity. He said "circumstances of the holiday season" meant "we have not yet 
received our final response on JPIC [which had been expected by the time the 
committee met]. But we are ready to participate in the JPIC process while 
still studying the nature and mode of the final JPIC convocation." 


Following its closed meeting (here, 21-25 September), the Executive Committee 
released a set of principles it endorsed which have emerged in discussions 
with Vatican representatives in connection with JPIC. It said it endorsed 
them "welcoming the readiness to participate in the JPIC process," and hoping 
the Roman Catholic Church "will accept the invitation ... [last January; EPS 
87.02.04] to be a co-inviter with the WCC" for the convocation. 


The committee also received a paper on "relations and collaboration" between 
the WCC and the Roman Catholic Church. The issue is to come back to its next 
meeting, in March in Turkey (Istanbul), and to the next meeting of the WCC 
Central Committee, in August in the FRG (West Germany; Hannover). 


The committee also approved aspects of preparations for the WCC Seventh 
Assembly (Canberra, Australia, February 1991), and a 1988 WCC budget of 40.78 
million Swiss francs (1 percent less than 1987). 


It endorsed guidelines for WCC "relations with China," including that "all WCC 
actions in relation to China should express recognition of the China Christian 
Council (CCC) and the Three-Self Movement as the organized expressions of the 
(Protestant) church in China, and should support the unity that they express 
and seek," that "the Amity Foundation, in which Christians and other citizens 
are working together in social and development projects, is the primary 
partner at the moment for resource sharing with China," and that "information 
on WCC programmes and events will be sent only to the CCC and/or the 
Three-Self Movement." 


It okayed this year's grants from the WCC Special Fund to Combat Racism (with 
details to be made public later this year), recalled three ecumenical 
anniversaries in 1987 [EPS 87.09.111], and discussed papers on the Ecumenical 
Decade on the Churches in Solidarity with Women [EPS 87.01.36], and "vital and 
coherent theology" for the WCC [EPS 86.03.39,40]. The latter two are to be on 
the agenda of the committee's next meeting. [EPS] 


STAFF CHANGES APPROVED AT Ecumenical Press 
WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES Service 87.10.02 


ATLANTA - Meeting here (21-25 September), the Executive Committee of the World 
Council of Churches approved staff appointments and transfers at Geneva-—based 


organization. 


William Perkins (USA, Anglican) is to be executive secretary for adminis- 
tration for the WCC Seventh Assembly (scheduled for Canberra (Australia) in 


early 1991). 


Succeeding him as assistant to WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro is Jean 
Stromberg (USA, Baptist), currently publications secretary with the WCC 
Commission on World Mission and Evangelism. Both transfers are effective 
1 February. 


Eeva Kemppi-Repo (Finland, Lutheran), foreign news editor of Kotimaa, a 
general-circulation Finnish church newspaper published three times a week, is 
to become senior press officer in the WCC communication department. 


Two executive secretaries were approved for the WCC Commission of the Churches 
on International Affairs. They are Victoria Berry (Canada, United), and 
Clement Janda (Sudan, Anglican). Berry is staff officer for human rights and 
international affairs with the Division of Mission in Canada of the United 
Church of Canada. Janda is general secretary of the Sudan Council of Churches. 


Gerard Fanchette (Mauritius, Roman Catholic) is to be WCC secretary for adult 
basic education. He has been working in this field in several countries for 
more than a decade. 


Ofelia Ortega (Cuba, Reformed), is to become associate director of the WCC 
Programme on Theological Education. She is now a lecturer at the WCC 
Ecumenical Institute (Bossey). 


Seong Foon Chan (Malaysia, Methodist) is to be associate director of the WCC 
Sub-Unit on Youth. Seminary trained, she has been active in activities of the 
World Student Christian Federation, of a drama group that promotes "theatre of 


the oppressed," and of Dayarakyat, a non-governmental organization involved in 
grassroots organizing. 


The committee was also formally notified of two appointments made by the WCC 
Central Committee earlier this year by postal vote - that of Mercy Oduyoye 
(Ghana, Methodist) as one of three WCC deputy general secretaries [EPS 
87.06.32], and that of Oh Jae Shik (South Korea, Reformed) as director of the 
WCC Commission of the Churches on Participation in Development. Oh directs 


the Centre for Mission Training of the National Council of Churches in [South] 
Korea. 


It was also formally notified of three appointments made by the WCC officers 
last July - Yvonne Fernandez (India, Roman Catholic) as a finance officer for 
wcC Units I and III, Ermanno Vecchi (Italy, Roman Catholic) as WCC business 
manager, and Freda Rajotte (Canada, United) as programme secretary in the WCC 
Sub-Unit on Church and Society. Fernandez now works as a resettlement officer 
with the Swiss Red Cross, and as an English teacher. 


Vecchi and Rajotte began work 1 September. Vecchi has been a general services 
and security manager with other Geneva—-based organizations. Rajotte has been 


ae lecturer, most recently with Inter Universities North in Canada. 


WCC COMMITTEE MAKES Ecumenical Press 
4 PUBLIC STATEMENTS Service 87.10.03 


ATLANTA —- Meeting here (21-25 September), the Executive Committee of the World 
Council of Churches approved statements on Central America and Sri Lanka, 
a message to WCC members in the Republic of [South] Korea, and a resolution 
on the agreement in principle between the USA and the Soviet Union to 
eliminate intermediate nuclear forces. 


The Central American statement calls the "historic" 7 August peace accord 
signed by the presidents of Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Nicaragua, and 
Honduras a “remarkable achievement". 


"Underlying the plan," it says, "is a genuine desire for the region to chart 
out its own policies and the belief that peace and development are 
inseparable." 


The committee calls the plan an “affirmation of the concept of regional 
political pluralism, the principle of non-intervention and the sovereign right 
of each nation to determine its own destiny. 


"It is a recognition," it continues, "that the only viable solution to Central 
America's problems is based on political negotiations to end the military 
conflict, and to deal with the socio-economic issues at the root of the 
Cristie. 


Welcoming the accord as a "significant opportunity for the resolution of 
conflicts in the region and for the rebuilding of the societies based on 
justice and human dignity," the committee says it appreciates "the steps 
already taken by the governments of the region for the implementation of the 
accord," and encourages them in "efforts for national reconciliation." 


It offers prayer and support for the churches’ "pastoral role in the process 
towards reconciliation with justice, and in their continuing ministry to the 
oppressed and marginalized." 


It reaffirms support for "the US churches in their opposition to continued US 
intervention in Central America and in their efforts for change of US 
government policies towards cooperation and support for peace in the region." 


It urges increased support from the "worldwide ecumenical family" to support 
church efforts in the region to implement the accord, to oppose "intervention 
and aggression,” to minister to refugees and displaced persons, and to 
reconstruct societies. 


On Sri Lanka, the committee says the 29 July agreement between that country 
and India has given "fresh opportunity to resolve the ethnic problem in Sri 
Lanka." 


It notes that within the agreement, the Sri Lankan government has "conceded 
one of the main demands of the Tamil-speaking" minority - "regional autonomy 
«-.- aS one administrative unit." 


It adds hope that "provisions, including general amnesty to political 
prisoners, ending of the state of emergency, and the restoration of human 
rights, will be fully implemented." [over] 


statements/2 


The committee assures “the churches of Sri Lanka of continued prayers for them 
and all the people of Sri Lanka" (most of whom are Buddhists), and supported 
Sri Lankan church efforts to "enable the return and rehabilitation of the 
refugees and the displaced, and in reconstruction, in their task of national 
reconciliation and efforts for the realization of social and economimc justice 


for all people in Sri Lanka." 


It urges WCC members to "support in all possible ways rehabilitation, 
reconstruction, and reconciliation," notably through the WCC inter-—church aid 
commission (CICARWS), and to "continue to uphold the churches in Sri Lanka in 


their intercessions." 


In its message to the three WCC South Korean members - Korean Methodist 
Church, Presbyterian Church in the Republic of Korea, and Presbyterian Church 
of Korea (Tong-Hap) - the committee expresses "joy at the new developments in 


your country which allow processes enabling democratic transformation. 


"While recognizing that problems remain and many obstacles have to be 
surmounted," it continues, "we hope that the processes now set in motion will 
lead towards the realization of the aspirations of the people." 


The committee says the South Korean WCC members’ "witness in the society and 
nation, especially in the last decade in response to the demands of the 
gospel, has been an inspiration and example to churches around the world." 


Recalling that many South Koreans have "suffered for the cause of human 
dignity and social justice," the committees says it is confident that "their 
sacrifices will not be in vain, and that their bearing the cross will continue 
to inspire many." 


Noting the “courageous pastoral ministry you have been carrying out to the 
victims of injustice," the committee commends "especially ... the intercessory 
support you have always given to the families of the detainees." 


Outlining four continuing South Korean church concerns - release of all 
political prisoners, freedom of expression and of the press, non-intervention 
by the military in politics, and just responses to workers' demands - the 


committees offers “our support to the demands and hope that the international 
community will be sensitive to the will of the Korean people to ensure a 
smooth transition to democracy, self-determination, and demilitarization." 


The committee urges that the "movement for the reunification of Korea ... make 
progress on a just and equitable basis." 


It also expresses concern about “attempts on the part of the government to 
discredit and suppress leaders of people's movements," and notes that “among 
those victimized are several church workers." 


The committee "warmly welcomes" the 18 September USSR-USA “agreement in 


principle ... on the elimination of medium and short-range nuclear missiles of 
the two nations." 


Noting that the WCC and many of its members have appealed for several years to 
nuclear-weapons states to take specific actions for nuclear disarmament, the 
committee “hopes ... further steps will be taken to stop and reverse the 
nuclear-arms race." It also urges WCC members to "pray that this agreement in 


principle will be the beginning of new opportunities for disarmament and 
peace." [EPS] 


sm eee 


US BLACK CHURCH REPS MAKE Ecumenical Press 
PROPOSALS TO WORLD COUNCIL Service 87.10.04 


ATLANTA — Representatives of mostly black US denominations (often referred to 
as the "historic black churches"), and of black minorities in mostly white US 
denominations, made several recommendations to the staff and Executive 
Committee of the World Council of Churches. 


The proposals came from several sub-groups in the context of a meeting (here, 
19 September) of about 75 US black church representatives with the committee 
and the WCC Unit II Executive Group. 


What the black group considered inadequate representation was touched on at 
several points. The blacks said "African Americans [are to be] understood 
within the African context," and suggested current WCC "formulae for 
representation fail to recognize this reality." 


The group said US representation in WCC contexts needs to "recognize African 
Americans as a distinct category." 


Similarly, it said, US "black churches are inadequately represented" in the 
WCC staff. Currently, one WCC staff member, Jean Sindab, programme secretary 
in the Programme to Combat Racism, is a member of a mostly black US 
denomination (Progressive National Baptist Convention). 


The group suggested the WCC hire a staff member "from one of the historic 
black churches" to work in the WCC US Office to “enhance the participation of 
the black churches in the global ecumenical movement." 


An "extensive programme of ecumenical education at the grassroots level," 
among black US church people was urged. 


Also "black church leaders committed themselves to continue the dialogue with 
one another, to conscientiously attend meetings of the WCC, to seek more 
adequate financial support for the WCC, and to ... advocate for programmes of 
the WCC within the member churches." 


In another commitment, black church leaders offered to be “used for the 
support of the struggle for justice and freedom in southern Africa." 


The group suggested a delegation of black church leaders go to southern Africa 
"as an expression of solidarity, and to develop an action agenda for the black 
churches vis-a-vis southern Africa." 


The group urged that "persons from the black churches be represented" in 
decision-making about grants to US groups, especially those from the WCC 
Special Fund to Combat Racism and its inter-church aid commission (CICARWS). 


The group also asked the WCC to "facilitate an international dialogue" 
involving Orthodox and black-church representatives. 


Communication was also on the group's agenda. It said "black churches will 
work with the WCC to clarify channels of communication," and that "both the 
WCC and the black churches need to assist each other in identifying 
appropriate means of communication." It also suggested that "black scholars 
and theologians" author WCC works, and that they be used as "resource persons 
in assemblies, consultations, etc."[EPS] 


WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES: Ecumenical Press 
FUNCTIONS AND BRIEF HISTORY Service 87.10.05 


The following may be used as background paragraphs about the WCC: 


GENEVA - The World Council of Churches was formally inaugurated at its First 
Assembly, in Amsterdam in 1948. According to its constitutional basis, the 
WCC is a “fellowship of churches [now numbering 307] which confess the Lord 
Jesus Christ as God and Saviour according to the scriptures, and therefore 
seek to fulfil together their common calling to the glory of the one God, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit." 


The WCC constitution specifies seven WCC “functions and purposes", including 
to: 


—~ "call the churches to the goal of visible unity in one faith and in one 
eucharistic fellowship expressed in worship and in common life in Christ, and 
to advance towards that unity in order that the world may believe"; 


—~ “facilitate the common witness of the churches in each place and in all 
places"; 


- "support the churches in their worldwide missionary and evangelistic task"; 


— "express the common concern of the churches in the service of human need, 
the breaking down of barriers between people, and the promotion of one human 
family in justice and peace"; and 


-~ "foster the renewal of the churches in unity, worship, mission, and service." 


The WCC groups denominations in more than 100 countries from virtually all 
Christian traditions - Eastern Orthodox, Oriental Orthodox, Old Catholic, 
Baptist, Lutheran, Methodist, United, Independent, Reformed (including 
Waldensian, Remonstrant, Covenant, Congregational, Presbyterian), Anglican, 
Disciples, Brethren, Moravian, Pentecostal, Quaker, and Mennonite. 


There is also a Joint Working Group between the WCC and its largest 
non-member, the Roman Catholic Church. There are Vatican-appointed members of 
the WCC Commission on Faith and Order. Two other major non-members (like the 
Roman Catholic Church, with one world headquarters) - the Salvation Army and 


General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists - also relate to some WCC 
activities. 


About 300 people are employed at WCC headquarters in Geneva. Located there 
are its 14 programme sub-units: Faith and Order; World Mission and Evangelism; 
Dialogue with People of Living Faiths; Church and Society; Inter-Church Aid, 
Refugee, and World Service; Programme to Combat Racism; Christian Medical 
Commission; International Affairs; Churches' Participation in Development; 


Renewal and Congregational Life; Youth; Women; Theological Education; and 
Education. 


Other WCC assemblies took place in 1954 (Evanston, near Chicago), 1961 (New 
Delhi), 1968 (Uppsala, Sweden), 1975 (Nairobi), and 1983 (Vancouver). The 
next assembly is scheduled for February 1991 in Canberra (Australia). 


Currently, the WCC has seven presidents and four officers (moderator, two vice 
moderators, general secretary). They are part of the 158-member Central 
Committee. It meets every 12-18 months to govern the WCC between assemblies. 
The officers, presidents, and other Central Committee members make up a 
27-member Executive Committee, which meets about twice a year. [EPS] 


CHURCH LEADERS TAKE PART IN Ecumenical Press 
MEETING ON CHILDREN, APARTHEID Service 87.10.06 


HARARE (Steve Askin and Jan Lippincott) - Childhood is being stolen from South 
Africa's youngest apartheid victims, Frank Chikane, the powerful preacher who 
is general secretary of the South African Council of Churches, told the 
International Conference on Children, Repression and the Law in Apartheid 
South Africa (ICCRLASA, here, 25 September). 


Convened by Anglican Bishop Trevor Huddleston, and attended by lawyers, 
psychologists and anti-apartheid campaigners from 30 countries, the conference 
launched a global crusade against mistreatment of South Africa's children. 
Huddleston emphasized that children are being punished for their fearless 
resistance to injustice. He said the youngest victims of apartheid are "also 
leaders in the struggle ," braver than their parents in demanding change. 


Huddleston, who lived in South Africa a dozen years before he was force to 
leave because of his activism, said "it was the children of South Africa who 
taught me almost everything I needed to know about the evils of apartheid." 


Testimony from victims, plus hundreds of pages of memoranda and legal analyses 
from the International Defence and Aid Fund for Southern Africa (IDAF)and the 
South African Detainees' Parents Support Committee (DPSC), described a 
systematic campaign against South Africa's children with details, shocking 
even for those who have long known of apartheid's violence. 


Using the South African Government's own, probably understated, statistics, 
IDAF and DPSC reported that, in 1984 - 1986, 1000 children were wounded and 
312 killed by police gunfire; more than 173,000 South Africans under the age 
of 18 were held “awaiting trial" in police cells; 18,000 children were 
formally arrested for participation in anti-apartheid protests; 11,000 
children were detained without trial, including children under nine years old 
and even a month old baby, and torture is part of the prison routine. In one 
study of 65 detained children, all but one reported suffering physical 
assaults. [EPS] 


INTERFAITH GROUP Ecumenical Press 
MEETS ANC LEADERS Service 87.10.07 


LUSAKA (Zambia) - As part of a meeting here on "Religion and the South African 
Crisis," sponsored by the Geneva-based World Conference on Religion and Peace, 
a WCRP delegation met five members of the National Executive Committee of the 
African National Congress, a major group fighting white-minority rule in South 
Africa. 


A South African delegation - three Muslims, three Hindus, and five Christians 
- led by Anglican Archbishop Desmond Tutu was part of the conference. WCRP/ 
International included religious leaders from Australia, India, the United 
Kingdom and the USA. The WCRP office in Geneva reported that some 
participants in the meeting were later questioned by the authorities in South 
Africa -— one for seven hours. 


Following the meeting, the ANC and WCRP representatives released 14 points of 
"common understanding" - seven about religion, and seven about the political 
situation and strategies. These include that "in terms of the teaching of all 
religions, apartheid is a crime to humanity, a heresy, and not of God" and 
that "apartheid cannot be changed or reformed, and should be abolished and 


destroyed." [EPS] 


NAMIBIA: CHURCH DESTROYED; Ecumenical Press 
ECUMENICAL COUNCIL PROTESTS Service 87.10.08 


This item is based on information from the Namibia Communications Centre, an 
ecumenical news agency in London. 


OMULUKILA - A 500-seat Roman Catholic church building in this northern town 
was destroyed by heavy explosives (20 September). South African-—controlled 
radio blamed the attack on Swapo, the organization fighting South African 
control of Namibia, but church officials were skeptical of that explanation. 
Heniz Steegman, a Windhoek-based church official, described the blast as a 
"warning [by the South African authorities] to the Catholic church to be 


quiet." 


Also in Windhoek, the Executive Committee of the Council of Churches in 
Namibia voiced “horror at the wanton and senseless destruction" of the church 
building. ... Our experience," the committee added, “has taught us to be 
vigilant in the light of wartime propaganda which at times camouflages the 
real culprits." 


Moses Garoeb, administrative secretary of Swapo, vigrously denied that it had 
anything to do with the attack. He said "Swapo is filled with repugnance over 
the Boer regime's attack on the church, which serves the children of God, both 
black and white. ... The Namibian people are not oppressed by the church," he 
added. "The church is fighting for the same cause that Swapo is fighting for 
- for peace, justice, and freedom in Namibia. It is inconceivable that Swapo 
would bomb a church building." [EPS] 


USSR: OPEN LETTER ASKS Ecumenical Press 
CHANGES IN RELIGION LAW Service 87.10.09 


MOSCOW — At a news conference here (11 September), reported by Keston College 
in England, a group of Christians released a letter detailing a series of 
changes they would like to see in the legal situation of churches and 
religious groups in the Soviet Union. 


Their letter, addressed to Soviet President Andrei Gromyko and Soviet 
Communist Party General Secretary Mikhail Gorbachev, listed ll areas of 
concern. At the time, the letter had been signed by 32 Christians from 


several traditions, including Eastern Orthodox, Lutheran, Roman Catholic, and 
Oriental Orthodox. 


Among the 11 proposed changes are that the church and religious societies be 
granted the status of a juridical person, that antireligious and religious 
propaganda and organizations be given equal status in Article 52 of the Soviet 
constitution, that a 1929 decree be changed to allow the creation of 
charitable bodies within the framework of the church, that the church be given 


access to mass media, and that alternative service be offered to religious 
conscientious objectors. [EPS] 


ANC publishes new religious affairs journal EPS 87.10.10 
LUSAKA - "Sound Faith, Love, and Endurance" is the name of a new religious 
affairs journal published here by the African National Congress, a major group 
fighting white-minority domination in South Africa. The first issue includes 
strong sermons against apartheid, selections from Christian and Muslim 
anti-apartheid statements, and excerpts from major speeches at the world 


meeting here last May [EPS 87.05.37,63,65,69,70] of church representatives and 
anti-apartheid fighters. [EPS] 


USA: ecumenical council joins opposition to court nominee EPS 87.10.11 
ATLANTA - Meeting here (18 September), the executive committee of the [US] 
National Council of Churches opposed the nomination of Robert Bork to be an 
associate justice of the US Supreme Court. The committee said his record as a 
judge so far "failed to provide reasonable assurance that the nominee will 
advance the effective protection of the full rights of all citizens." Among 
other church groups opposed to Bork's nomination are the United Church of 
Christ and Church Women United [EPS 87.09.99]. The [US] National Association 
of Evangelicals and the Public Affairs Committee of the Southern Baptist 
Convention have supported it. The US Senate is to vote on the nomination 
later this year. [EPS] 


Europe: ecumenical committee on migrants outlines plans EPS 87.10.12 
BRUSSELS - Meeting here (14-15 September), the officers' group of the 
Churches' Committee for Migrants in Europe outlined a three-year programme for 
the ecumenical body to focus on legal and political issues (e.g., the right of 
permanent residence, irregular migration, anti-discrimination legislation) and 
on questions of inter-cultural, inter-religious relations in a plural society, 
brought about by the presence of ethnic and religious minorities (e.g., 
Muslims) in western Europe. [EPS] 


Anglican presiding bishop sets second Aids prayer day EPS 87.10.13 
NEW YORK - Presiding Bishop Edmond L. Browning of the [US-based Anglican] 
Episcopal Church designated Sunday, 8 November as a national day of prayer for 
"persons living with [the] Aids [virus]." He planned to issue a pastoral 
letter on the "Aids crisis" this month. [EPS] 


USA: Anglican national staff meets on institutional racism EPS 87.10.14 
NEW YORK -— The national staff of the [Anglican] Episcopal Church, based here, 
spent a day (16 September) at a church near Episcopal headquarters for an 
all-day "training session on countering institutional racism." The programme 
was initiated by Episcopal Presiding Bishop Edmond L. Browning in response to 
a call from the Episcopal General Convention to eliminate racism from the 
denomination. [EPS] 


Lutherans, Roman Catholics meet on Mary, other saints EPS 87.10.15 
CHICAGO - In its 45th working session (here, 17-20 September), the official US 
Roman Catholic-Lutheran dialogue worked on a "careful review" of the first 
draft of its current work-in-progress, "The Saints, Mary, and the One Mediator 
Jesus Christ." A communiqué from the group said "a number of further meetings 
will be needed to bring this work to completion." Veneration and invocation 
of saints, the special place of Mary, and the role of the saints in general in 
the life and teaching of the church as seen by both traditions" is the eighth 
theme the group has tackled. [EPS] 


Canada: ecumenical coalition on Native rights ends EPS 87.10.16 
TORONTO -— Project North, an ecumenical coalition supporting the rights of 
Canada's native people, is going out of business at the end of the year. A 
report in the United Church Observer magazine cited internal staff. problems 
and differences among the church partners over the project's work as factors. 
In operation for 12 years, the coalition included representatives of the 
country's three main Christian traditions (Anglican, United, Roman Catholic), 
as well as other denominations. [EPS] 


Europe: 16th church men's work conference EPS 87.10.17 
BUCKOW (GDR) - Participants from nine European countries and the USA met for 
the 16th European Conference of Church Men's Work (ECCMW, here, 18-22 
September). In an address to the meeting, Conference of European Churches 
General Secretary Jean Fischer invited ECCMW to work hand-in-hand with the 
Ecumenical Forum of European Christian Women. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/John Carter: ‘A Christian View of Islam in South Africa’ EPS 87.10.18 


Carter is liaison officer of the [Anglican] Church of the Province of 
Southern Africa. This is from his “news brief" of 12 August. 


Relations between Christians and Muslims in South Africa today are rather 
confusing. In the black community they often find themselves united in the 


struggle against apartheid. 


Yet, in the same community, Muslims are active in proselytism, and their 
propaganda is designed to undermine Christian theology. 


According to a study by the Ecumenical Research Unit in Pretoria (May, 1987), 
Muslims constitute only one-and-a-quarter percent of the population of South 
Africa. The 1980 census figures showed that there were 328,400 Muslims - 
163,700 'coloured', 154,300 Asian, 8,260 black, and 2,180 white. 


However, ‘Meet the Muslims', the official information brochure of the Islamic 
Council of South Africa (1984), claims that there are at least 450,000 Muslims 
in the country. Practically every town and suburb where there is a 
concentration of Muslims has its local mosque and madressa (religious 
school). In South Africa there are about 250. 


Islam is far more influential than its numbers would suggest. This is because 
of its active involvement in the social and political fight for justice. It 
presents itself as the faith of the oppressed, whereas Christianity is said to 
be the faith of the oppressor. 


According to the Ecumenical Research Unit, "Many of the leaders fostering 
revolution in South Africa are radical Muslims. Many have Iranian 
connections, and make annual visits to that country (all expenses paid) to 
celebrate the birthday of the Islamic Republic. They are spurred by the 
spirit of the Iranian revolution to take part in the fight against apartheid. 


Many young Muslims also see in Libya's Colonel Gaddafi a folk hero who sides 
with the underdog; they regard as strengths his fundamentalism and his total 
intolerance of violation of Islamic law." 


Further, "The Muslim fight against apartheid is essentially a fight against 
Christianity. Christianity is the enemy, the white man's religion, the 
ultimate cause of oppression, injustice, discrimination..." 


In first world countries, the tendency among Christian theologians has been to 
seek common ground with Islam, tolerance being the order of the day. Is this 
tolerance reciprocated? Christians in northern Nigeria would have to say "no". 


The Sudan Inland Mission recently reported that "Muslim mobs have destroyed 


150 churches in six cities and at least 60 Christians have been brutally 
murdered. ... 


"In Zaria, the plunderers beat the drums and sang songs. denouncing 
Christianity and its believers. Fifteen churches ... were razed to the 
ground. At roadblocks passengers were ordered out of vehicles and beaten, 
some to death, if they failed to declare their belief in Muhammed." 


--- One does not have to believe, with Henry Kissinger, that "an Iranian 
moderate is one who has run out of ammunition"; but Muslim militants who hate 
the South African government also hate the gospel of Christ. [EPS] 


EE 


ECUVIEW/Leonid Kishkovsky: 'Marking 1000 Years in the USA' EPS 87.10.19 


Kishkovsky is assistant chancellor of the Orthodox Church in America, and 
editor of its monthly, Orthodox Church, from which this is excerpted. Rus' is 
a name for an area now part of the Soviet Union. 


Next year's 1000th anniversary commemoration of the baptism of Rus' is 
approaching. It is now clear that this commemoration will not be limited to 
the Russian Orthodox church. Nor will it be limited to the family of Orthodox 
.--. throughout the world. In various places throughout the Christian world, 
we see a high degree of interest in the ... anniversary ... of the baptism of 
the people of Kiev in 988, ... which led to the rapid evangelization of 
eastern Slavs (today's Russians, Ukrainians, and Byelorussians). 


In the United States, the millennium of the evangelization of Rus' has drawn 
intense interest in the National Council of the Churches of Christ, under 
whose sponsorship many US Christians will join ecumenical groups travelling to 
visit Christians in the USSR in connection with the 1000th anniversary 
celebration. Friendship Press, the publishing arm of the NCCC, has already 
released its 1987-1988 series concentrating on the 'Peoples and Churches of 
the USSR', also in connection with the 1988 anniversary celebration. The 
United Methodist church is giving major attention to the 1000th anniversary 
observance in regional conferences across the nation which will expose many 
hundreds of Methodists to a concentrated study of the Friendship Press 
materials. 


For the Orthodox Church in America the millennium of Christianity in Rus' is 
clearly an important historical and spiritual commemoration. It was Russian 
Orthodox monks who established the first Orthodox mission in North America, 
through the Alaskan mission begun in 1794. It was the Church of Russia which, 
until the events of the Russian Revolution, cared for the Orthodox mission in 
America, sending bishops, missionary priests, and theological teachers for the 
building up of the Orthodox church in the New World. It was, finally, the 
Church of Russia which granted autocephaly (canonical self-government) to the 
Orthodox Church in America in 1970. ... 


We must be clear, however, that the Orthodox Church in America will celebrate 
the 1000th anniversary of the Baptism of Rus' in an American key, and not a 
Slavic one. The ... [OCA] bishops many months ago announced [a] decision to 
stress evangelization and mission in our church's observance of the 1000th 
anniversary of the evangelization of Rus'. ... Today, many of the Orthodox 
bishops, priests, and lay people in North America are not descendants of 
Orthodox parents and grandparents, but rather entered the Orthodox Church by 
their own free decision as adults. ... 


Surely evangelization and mission are also the essential dimensions of the 
celebration of the Baptism of Rus' in the Church of Russia itself. One 
thousand years ago, through Orthodox missionaries as well as through Great 
Prince Vladimir of Kiev, the Gospel of Christ entered deeply into the texture 
of the history, language, and culture of Rus'. The gospel challenged and 
transformed culture and society. In the 20th century, Christians in the 
Soviet Union endured and survived what was perhaps the most terrible and 
long-lasting persecution of Christians in history. Today, the Orthodox Church 
of Russia is a living and powerful witness to the Gospel of Christ, a great 
force for evangelization and mission. 


By observing the 1000th anniversary of the Baptism of Rus', we in America - 
whether we are Orthodox, Roman Catholic, or Protestant Christians - are giving 
eloquent testimony to the universality of the Gospel of Christ and to its 
power to transform human lives and human history. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Philip Saliba: ‘On Acting to Extend Orthodoxy’ EPS 87.10.20 


This is excerpted from the message to the Antiochian Orthodox Christian 
Archdiocese of North America by its metropolitan, Philip Saliba. It refers to 
the archdiocese's acceptance, earlier this year, of a group which had been 
known as the Evangelical Orthodox Church. The full text appeared in the 
September issue of the archdiocesan monthly, The Word. 


... Unfortunately, while we were immersed in this joy, some of our Orthodox 
brethren, in this country, were busy pointing fingers at me and accusing me of 
wrong-doing. We have challenged those brethren, more than once, to produce 
one theological, ecclesiological, or canonical reason to justify their hostile 


attitude, but to no avail. 


Someone said to me, "You should know, these people are jealous of the 
Antiochian Archdiocese." But, why should they be jealous? The Evangelical 
Orthodox visited them, before they came to us. I said to one of our 
Evangelical Orthodox clergy, "You mean to tell me that you have been knocking 
on Orthodox doors for 10 years and no one opened." He said, "No, your 
eminence, the doors were opened, but there was nobody in." 


Instead of rejoicing with us, they were angry with us. Instead of sending us 
bouquets of roses, they were throwing stones at us. Instead of congratulating 
us, they were spreading, against us, all kinds of rumours and insinuations. 


Indecisive people never make history. History was made by visionary and 
courageous leaders who were not afraid to explore new frontiers and discover 
new horizons. I was not worried that the Evangelical Orthodox will pollute my 
"“ethnos". Christ did not die on the cross and was resurrected from the dead 
to save Arabs, Greeks and Slavs, only; for in Christ, "There is neither Jew 
nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female, 
for you are all one in Christ Jesus" (Galatians 3:28). 


Finally, for those who have ears to hear, I cannot but reiterate the words of 
our Lord in Matthew 23, verse 13: "Woe unto you scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites! Because you shut the kingdom of heaven against man; for you 
neither enter yourselves, nor allow those who would enter to go in." 


I am tired of empty and meaningless slogans. They talk about evangelization 
and do not evangelize. And when I received the Evangelical Orthodox, they 
criticized me. I want everyone to know that if I had to do it again, I would 
do it a million times. 


They talk about Orthodox unity and do not unite. They talk about brotherly 
love and close their churches in my face. I am not angry; I am hurt, but this 


will never deter me from pursuing my most cherished dream which is Orthodox 
unity in America. 


--. There is a misconception among some of us Orthodox that the Orthodox 
Church does not proselytize. This is the farthest thing from the truth. Can 
you imagine where the church would be if Peter and Paul, Philip and Andrew, 
and the rest of the apostles did not proselytize? 


What America needs today, especially after the collapse of the electronic 
pulpit, is an Orthodox evangelism based on the true interpretation of the 


Scripture, the apostolic and patristic teachings, and the liturgical and 
sacramental life of the church. 


Once again, from the depth of my heart, I say to the Ev lic Orthodox 
"Welcome Home!". [EPS] , y angelical odox, 
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SHOPTALK (54/35) 


EPS coverage advisory: Items on the WCC World Consultation on Resource 
Sharing (EPS 87.06.08, 07.15, 09.27, 09.49), 24-31 October, El Escorial, 
Spain, are planned for the EPS to be mailed 6 November. On advance request, 
EPS coverage and/or special material on the meeting is available by telex, 
telefax, or telephone. 


Available from Namibia Communications Centre, an ecumenical news agency (Box 
286, London WC1X OEL) are reports on: 
—~Desmond Tutu's two-week visit to Namibia (20 September). 
-the government's appeal of a court order releasing seven Swapo and union 
activists (21 September). 


A series of packets of resource materials on justice, peace, and the 
integrity of creation (JPIC) is available from WCC/JPIC Box 66, CH-1211 
Geneva 20.211 Geneva 20. The first packet includes eight items - the 1934 
call by Deitrich Bonhdéffer for a Universal Council of Peace; excerpts from 
statements by the WCC Sixth Assembly in 1983 on JPIC; a response to the 
assembly's call on JPIC by Carl F. von Weiszacker; an overview of ecumenical 
social thought and action since 1925; an outline of the presuppositions and 
style of work in the WCC on JPIC; material from a consultation on JPIC in 
1986, and from the WCC Central Committee earlier; two liturgies on justice and 
peace prepared by people in the Philippines; and a list of publications 
available on JPIC. 


The September issue of the newsletter of the WCC Refugee Service (Box 66, 
CH-1211 Geneva 20) focuses on voluntary repatriation of refugees in Central 
America. 


Most of the September issue of Common Concern, quarterly of the World YWCA (37 
Quai Wilson, 1201 Geneva) is about the recent World YWCA Council [EPS 
87.09.57]. 


New from WCC Publications (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20): 

-Unified in Hope: Arabs and Jews Talk About Peace, interviews by Carol J. 
Birkland (15 Swiss francs, 8.95 US dollars, 5.90 UK pounds). 

-We Will Not Hang Our Harps on the Willows: Engagement and Spirituality, 


by Barbel von Wartenberg-Potter (12.50 Swiss francs, 7.75 US dollars, 4.90 UK 
pounds). 


In EPS 87.09.63, delete the sentence in parentheses ("DELK Landesprobst 
etc.™) 


EPS appears 45 times a year. This issue was printed 6 October. The next 
issue is scheduled for 13 October. EPS deadlines are Mondays at 7h00 GMT. 


On request, EPS will send headlines by telex or telefax. Then you can ask 
(and pay) for full texts. If telefax is desired, please request by telefax 
using polling (reverse charge) system. 


EPS annual subscription rates (including airmail) are 69.50 Swiss francs, 
42.50 US dollars, 26.50 UK pounds, 52.50 Australian dollars, 65 New Zealand 
dollars, 95 Dutch guilders, 85 FRG marks, 250 French francs, 250 Swedish 
Kronor, 175 Indian rupees, or 49.50 Canadian dollars. 


CONSULTATION WRESTLES WITH Ecumenical Press 


INTERFAITH, CULTURE QUESTIONS Service 87.10.21 
MADISON (Connecticut/USA) (Tracy Early) - Participants in an ecumenical 


mission consultation (here, 27 September-3 October) [EPS 87.10.22] wrestled 
with such customary topics as Christianity's relations with other religions, 
but also and with equal seriousness the question of how the Christian faith 
relates to Western culture. 


US missionaries going to areas dominated by other faiths normally study the 
culture they will be addressing, participants said, but often neglect analysis 
of their own culture, and questions about its tensions with Christian faith. 
A paper produced by a consultation sub-group focusing on this theme called for 
"naming those dimensions and manifestations of the dominant Western culture 
which are critical points of encounter between the gospel and culture, at both 
the level of theological discourse and missionary praxis." 


The consultation, held at a retreat centre of the [Roman Catholic] Mercy 
Sisters, was sponsored by the [US] Catholic Mission Association and the [US] 
National Council of Churches Division of Overseas Ministries. 


Among the 90 participants was an overseas contingent, including Lesslie 
Newbigin, former bishop in the [United] Church of South India, former director 
of the World Council of Churches Commission on World Mission and Evangelism, 
and now pastor of a United Reformed parish in an area of Birmingham (England) 
with many immigrants from India. 


He said the kind of ecumenical interchange taking place at the consultation 
was "not entirely unprecedented", but brought "a degree of maturity in mutual 
confidence that is a clear step forward". 


He described his special interest as "taking up the mission to our own Western 
culture." The church's critique of this culture, particularly its emphasis on 
individuals pursuing their own individual purposes, transcends the political 
critiques of both left and right, he observed. Consultation participants 
sharing his special interest, he said, have agreed to keep in touch. 


Another English participant was David Kerr, who has just left the Christian- 
Muslim Relations Centre of Selly Oakes Colleges in Birmingham to teach 
Islamics at the Hartford (Connecticut) Seminary. A "presenter" in the 
interfaith relations group, he said it made a significant advance in 
establishing a consensus that dialogue with other faith traditions is "an 
authentic ministry of the church" in the sense of the diverse callings 
enumerated in the biblical book of First Corinthians (chapter 12). 


Interfaith relations caused divisions, however. "We were unable to agree on 
how God's Spirit is known and operative in religious traditions other than the 
Christian community of faith, and whether or not this operation of the Spirit 
leads to salvation", the group reported. 


A group focusing on "solidarity with the poor" agreed on the need for 
solidarity as “an expression of Christian mission in empowering the poor". 
But it reported disagreement on causes of poverty, and on ways of combating 
it, particularly use of violence to counter "institutionalized oppression". 


Despite these and other disagreements, participants ended the week voicing no 
dissent on the declaration that Christian mission should be undertaken 
ecumenically. "We are committed", they said in a final "message" adopted by 
consensus, "to a continuing search for means of co-operation that will make 
our unity visible, our witness faithful and our service effective." [EPS] 


CONSULTATION LAYS BASIS FOR Ecumenical Press 
ECUMENICAL ADVANCE IN MISSION Service 87.10.22 


MADISON (Connecticut/USA) (Tracy Early) - A basis for ecumenical advance was 
laid by a gathering (here, 27 September-3 October) of church leaders with a 
special concern for "the future of the Christian world mission". 


The product of two years of planning, the consultation was sponsored by the 
Division of Overseas Ministries (DOM) of the [US] National Council of Churches 
and the US Catholic Mission Association, representing most of the Roman 
Catholic groups sending missionaries abroad. 


NCC membership includes 32 Reformed, Methodist, Baptist, Lutheran, Anglican, 
Eastern Orthodox, Oriental Orthodox, Disciples, United, Brethren, Quaker, 
Brethren, Old Catholic, and Swedenborgian denominations. Organizers knew of 
no previous event of its kind officially sponsored. 


Eugene Stockwell, who headed DOM before going to Geneva as director of the 
World Council of Churches Commission on World Mission and Evangelism, recalled 
early contacts with the Catholic Mission Association, and said he had not 
anticipated relationships would develop to their current level so quickly. 


He said the consultation made significant progress in an area that will be one 
of the principal themes at the 1989 WCC world mission consultation in San 
Antonio (Texas) — "Seeking God's Will in a Renewed Community". 


Although ecumenical relationships have become relatively common, many of the 
participants had not previously spent as much time in interchange of this 
comprehensive nature. Janet Rosener, a nun who directs the Leadership 
Conference of [Roman Catholic] Women Religious, noted she got her first 
exposure to Protestant Bible study here. 


Sponsors broadened the sharing by reaching beyond their own constituencies to 
invite conservative evangelicals and participants from abroad. James 
Cogswell, DOM chief executive, said unsuccessful efforts were made to get even 
more people from these categories, as well as more than the handful of ethnic 
minority people who came. 


A leading Eastern Orthodox participant was Leonid Kishkovsky, ecumenical 
officer of the Orthodox Church in America and nominee to become NCC 
president-elect. He and Orthodox colleagues reminded other participants that 
many of their debates centred on Western issues, and appeared in a different 
light when viewed from the East. 


Mary Motte, a Roman Catholic nun who did much of the preparatory work for the 
consultation, said it would help the sponsors become "more deliberate” in 
carrying forward the ecumenical activity they are already committed to in 
principle but often fail to pursue with a sense of "urgency". 


However, one conservative evangelical participant commented privately that 
leaving follow-up to the sponsors makes it unlikely that ideas from the 
consultation will get into the conservative evangelical community, which he 
and others pointed out sends most US Protestant missionaries going abroad. 


Attendance here was by invitation. Among other key figures present were Luise 
Ahrens, president of the [Roman Catholic] Maryknoll Sisters; Thomas Stransky, 
a Roman Catholic (Paulist) priest with a long history of prominent involvement 
in ecumenical affairs; William O'Brien, executive vice-president of the 


Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board, and Lamar Gibble, Asia secretary for 
the Church of the Brethren. [EPS] 


PHILIPPINES: ECUMENICAL COUNCIL Ecumenical Press 
CONDEMNS KILLING OF ALEJANDRO Service 87.10.23 


MANILA (Sophia Bodegon) -— General Secretary La Verne Mercado of the National 
Council of Churches of the Philippines strongly condemned the murder of 
Leandro Alejandro, secretary-general of the Bagong Alyansang Makabayan (New 
Patriotic Alliance) [EPS 87.09.96]. Mercado called Alejandro's killing 
"senseless". He said it as well as several other unresolved political murders 
reflects the "bankruptcy" of government calls for peace and reconciliation. 


The NCCP noted delays in the resolution of the killing of labour leader 
Rolando Olalia and his driver last November, the massacre of 19 demonstrators 
in January during a rally demanding land reform, and the killing in February 
of 17 peasants outside the capital, as well as the assassination of Jaime 
Ferrer, the secretary for local governments. It urged the government to 
administer justice by bringing the perpetrators to the courts of law. 


"We are not to lose heart by Lean's death", the NCCP said. "God's transcendent 
power ... quickens and emboldens us to persevere in the struggle. Alejandro, 
27, started as a student leader, and moved on to help found a number of 
coalitions of nationalist and democratic groups. The NCCP called him "a 
passionate advocate for human rights and people's welfare" who "vigorously 
sided and resolutely struggled with the Filipino people in the fight for a 
true, just and lasting peace." [EPS] 


CHURCH WOMEN MEET ON Ecumenical Press 
ECUMENICAL SOLIDARITY Service 87.10.24 


STONY POINT (New York) - About 80 North American church women met here (15-17 
September) to propose ways to implement an ecumenical decade on "the churches 
in solidarity with women". Declared by the World Council of Churches, it is 
to begin next Easter. Participants included church executives, parish 
pastors, and representatives of church women's organizations and seminaries. 


According to a release from the meeting, "reports and dialogue revealed widely 
varied attitudes and realities with regard to ordination of women, and 
percentages of women both employed within the church structure as exectuives 


or serving in leadership positions on church boards." The meeting also 
identified "obstacles encountered as well as changes affected by the presence 
of women in the church structure." Issues which surfaced were related to 


women who are poor, children and old people, health care, bioethics, abortion, 
economic justice, racism, human rights, disarmament, and peace. 


A Canadian speaker, Donna Hunter, executive director of the Women's 
Inter-Church Council of Canada, described the Canadian context as "very 
different" from that in the USA, "making it necessary for us to do our own 
| work in developing the process and the programme for the decade." 


One suggestion which emerged from small-group meetings was that the theme of 
the decade be "violence against women", emphasizing issues of "economic, 
political, sexual, racial, military, and ecclesial violence". One _ goal 
mentioned was to reduce military budgets in the USA and Canada by 5 percent, 
and to use the savings to fund “women's programmes". 


Some participants in the conference sent a message to the US Senate committee, 
urging it to reject the nomination of Robert Bork to be an associate justice 
of the US Supreme Court. The message said Bork's appointment would "undermine 
|civil rights, religious liberty, women's rights, and the rights of citizens to 
| pursue grievances through the courts." [EPS] 


'First-ever' Vietnamese Bible in preparation EPS 87.10.25 

NEW YORK - What is said to be the first-ever translation of the Bible into 
Vietnamese is being prepared by a team of Vietnamese pastors and scholars from 
eight denominations. There are an estimated 60 million people in Vietnam, 


plus 1.5 million Vietnamese elsewhere. [EPS] 


USA: bishop, priest called to hearing on sexual-abuse charges EPS 87.10.26 
NEW YORK - In the wake of an article in People magazine (28 September) 
charging that an Eastern Orthodox bishop lured the daughter of a parish priest 
into sexual servitude, Archbishop Iakovos, head of the Greek Orthodox 
Archdiocese of North and South America, announced that the bishop, Anthimos of 
Denver, and the priest, George Gallus (who has supported his daughter in her 
accusations), are to “appear before church authorities" at the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate in Istanbul. They "will consider the issues and render a 
judgment." No date was given for the hearing. The woman, Despina Gallas, — 
said the affair began in 1979 and ended in 1982. According to a report from 
Religious News Service here, 10 bishops investigated the case in 1983. As a 
result, the bishop, who had been in Boston, took a six-month leave of absence; 
he subsequently became bishop in Denver, a post with less responsibility. 
[EPS] 


Namibia: diocese closes church buildings to protest bombing EPS 87.10.27 
WINDHOEK - To protest the bombing of a Roman Catholic church building in the 
north of the country [EPS 87.10.08], church buildings of the Roman Catholic 
diocese for the country were to be closed on Sunday, 11 December. Worship was 
to be held outside as a "sign of solidarity with the people, the parish 
community of Omulukila, and the suffering people in the north". The priests 
of the diocese said they are "certain that those who planned and executed this 
infamous act will not achieve their objective if they intended to confuse and 
intimidate the people, of if they tried to silence the church as agent for the 
inalienable rights of the people on whose back a dirty war is fought, denying 
them justice and peace, and their right to freedom and independence." [EPS] 


Mexico: success in church courses against 'sects' reported EPS 87.10.28 
MEXICO CITY - The Swiss church news agency Apic reports (2 October) that 
courses organized in recent months by the Roman Catholic Church in Mexico to 
combat the spread of small religious groups referred to as "sects" were a "bi 

success". [EPS] 


France: Christian information on 'Minitel' EPS 87.10.29 
PARIS — Using the Minitel information system in France, with the access code 
"GABRIEL", users can obtain information from a score of Roman Catholi 
dioceses, the Protestant Federation (including Reformed, Lutheran, Baptiates 


and other participation), and, starting 15 October, from SOP, the country 
Orthodox news service. [EPS] 


USA: interfaith network on Aids EPS 87.10.30 — 
NEW YORK - Christian and Jewish leaders met (here, 29 September) at 
headquarters of the American Jewish Committee for what was described 
Religious News Service as an "unprecedented interreligious effort to comba 
the Aids epidemic." The meeting was designed to “establish a network f 
dealing with the issue", RNS reported. [EPS] 


Namibia: seven Swapo, union leaders released EPS 87.10.31 | 
WINDHOEK - Following an order from a Supreme Court judge, South Afri 
security police last month released seven union and Swapo leaders, incl 
several with church connections, who were detained in August [EPS 87.09.09 
The seven reported they were kept in solitary confinement under poor 
conditions, but had not been physically assaulted. [EPS] 


Middle East: theologians meet on unity and renewal EPS 87.10.32 
CAIRO - About 100 theologians from most Christian traditions in the region met 
in Egypt last month under the auspices of the Cyprus—based Middle East Council 
of Churches. Hosted by Coptic [Oriental Orthodox] Pope Shenouda, the group 
discussed issues of unity and renewal. [EPS] 


Meeting held on conservative foreign missions in Middle East EPS 87.10.33 
LONDON - Gabriel Habib, general secretary of the Middle East Council of 
Churches, met here at his invitation with US evangelicals last month to 
discuss the impact and style of evangelical mission work in the region. [EPS] 


Italy: government drops plan on religion classes in schools EPS 87.10.34 
ROME - Prime Minister Giovanni Goria withdrew (29 September) a plan to make 
religion classes optional in state-run schools. The country's Roman Catholic 
bishops had objected that the plan made the classes optional, and scheduled 
them at the beginning or the end of the school day. New government 
regulations on the classes became necessary because of 1984 revisions in the 
concordat between Italy and the Vatican, which ended Roman Catholicism's 
Status as Italy's official religion. Most Italians are at least nominal Roman 
Catholics. [EPS] 


Philippines: seminary faculty quits following student strike EPS 87.10.35 
DAVAO CITY - The Union of Catholic Asian News reports (26 September) that the 
entire faculty of a regional Roman Catholic seminary resigned five days after 
Students declared a hunger strike to protest the faculty's suspension of a 
deacon at his psychologist's recommendation. Francis Paris, a US Maryknoll 
priest on the faculty (reportedly one of two such priests the students wish 
removed) called the hunger strike the "first stage of the seminarians’ 
anti-foreign faculty movement". [EPS] 


FRG: church support for white denominations protested EPS 87.10.36 
MONCHENGLADBACH - Solidarische Kirche im Rheinland, an unofficial church group 
in the FRG (West Germany) has urged the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD, 
which groups United, Reformed, and Lutheran Landeskirchen (regional churches) 
in the FRG and Berlin/West) to stop its financial support to three small, 
white Lutheran denominations with German roots in Namibia and South Africa 
(Evangelical Lutheran Church in Southern Africa (Cape Church), Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in Southern Africa (Natal-Transvaal), and German Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in South-West Africa.) The EKD pays the costs of many of 
their pastors. SKR says that since the beginning of the 1960s, the EKD has 
spent 40 million FRG marks on the three, more than 10 times what it has spent 
in support of the mostly black denominations in southern Africa which include 
the great bulk of the region's Lutherans. [EPS] 


Ethiopia: Christian, Muslim representatives in new parliament EPS 87.10.37 
ADDIS ABABA - The new 813-member Shengo (parliament) of Ethiopia includes 
Christian and Mulsim religious representatives. The former include Oriental 
Orthodox and Lutherans. Most representatives belong to the country's only 
legal party, which is Marxist-Leninist. [EPS] 


GDR: young Christians main participants in peace walk EPS 87.10.38 

BERLIN - Young Christians were reportedly the main participants in the Olof 
Palme Peace March for a Nuclear Weapon-Free Corridor in Central Europe, which 
Passed through the GDR (East Germany) last month. Gerhard Thomas, 
editor-in-chief of "Die Kirche", a church newspaper published here, reported 
that the three-day pilgrimage from Ravensbriick to Sachsenhausen, under the 
auspices of the Federation of Evangelical [United, Lutheran] Churches in the 
GDR, was an “impressive experience for many, both Christians and 
-non-Christians". On the last leg of the walk, Lutheran Bishop Werner Leich 


joined the marchers. [EPS] 


Fiji: Methodist general secretary asks post-—coup prayers EPS 87.10.39 
SUVA — Following the second military coup in this Pacific island nation this 
year, General Secretary Manasa Lasaro of the Methodist Church in Fiji, the 
country's principal denomination, has asked for "prayers so that a peaceful 
and just solution could be found for all people in this country." In reply, 
World Council of Churches General Secretary Emilio Castro voiced "strong 
ecumenical solidarity with you and all those who strive for a peaceful and 
just solution for all the people in the country. The Lord guide you and your 
church in its life, witness, and mission appropriate to the situation at 
hand. Be assured of our intercessions for all people in Fiji." A slight 
majority of Fijians are ethnic Indians. Sitiveni Rabuka, leader of the coup, 
said his aim is to protect the rights of ethnic Melanesians. [EPS] 


USA: Anglican bishops reaffirm support for women as bishops EPS 87.10.40 
ST CHARLES (Illinois) - By a 113-17 vote, bishops of the [US-based Anglican] 
Episcopal Church (29 September) strongly reaffirmed support for the 
consecration of women bishops, and took steps to make peace with their fellow 
bishops who oppose it. The bishops' Committee to Study Women in the 
Episcopate, whose report was approved here, recommended that women be 
consecrated bishops "as soon as they are duly elected and approved." It said 
the bishops "do not believe that by this action our church will depart from 
any essential part of doctrine, discipline, or worship held by churches in the 
Anglican Communion." It also said that "if the episcopate should forever be a 
sign to the world of subordination of women to men within the church, it would 
be forever a sign of disunity, and not of the eschatological unity of the 
people of God." [EPS] 


USA: Baptist committee to look at ecumenical participation EPS 87.10.41 
NASHVILLE - The involvement of staff of the Executive Committee of the 
Southern Baptist Convention in ecumenical events is to be on the agenda of the 
committee's next meeting, following a 26-24 vote at the committee's meeting 
(here, 21-23 September). The vote follows the decision of Harold C. Bennett, 
the committee's president/treasurer, to be part of a 27-person ecumenical 
delegation which met with the pope during his US tour earlier last month. 
Kenneth Barnett, the committee member who proposed adding the agenda item, 
said "all Southern Baptists were affected" by what Bennett did; he said 
Bennett was trapped in “the pope's PR extravaganza. We were part of something 
we should not have been." After Roman Catholics, Baptists are the largest 
Christian tradition in America; the Southern Baptist Convention is the largest 
US Baptist denomination. [EPS] 


India: workshop held on ‘theology and tourism' EPS 87.10.42 

BAGA BEACH (Goa) - A workshop on "theology and tourism in India" called the 
negative effects of international tourism a "distortion of the theological 
vision of an integrated humankind, violating principles of social and economic 
justice, freedom, and human rights." It urged the church and others to 
“testify to a new form of tourism ... which respects and strengthens existing 
social and cultural practices and institutions." The workshop (24-27 August) 
was sponsored by Equitable Tourism Options (Bangalore), and the Board of 
Theological Education of the Senate of Serampore College, in collaboration 
with the Ecumenical Coalition on Third World Tourism (Bangkok). Participants 


included church leaders, theologians, and others from India and other 
countries. [EPS] 


USSR: monasteries reported serving Chernobyl victims EPS 87.10.43 

BRUSSELS - Apic, a Swiss church news agency, reports from here (30 September) 
that centres to receive orphans and people made ill by the nuclear accident 
last year at Chernobyl have been set up by the Russian [Eastern] Orthodox 


Church in two monasteries - Pochaev in the Ukraine and Jirovitz in 
Beylorussia. [EPS] 


Adventist leader says Burundi coup may bring more church freedom EPS 87.10.44 

WASHINGTON - Charles Watson, associate secretary of the General Conference of 
Seventh-day Adventists, says the bloodless military coup which overthrew 
Jean-Baptiste Bagaza as leader of Burundi last month could bring more 
religious freedom to Christians in that central African nation. Watson called 
the change "a welcome sign .... Our churches have been closed for nearly two 


years, and we are looking with caution for an opportunity to reorganize our 


work there." The Bagaza government also clashed with Roman Catholicism, the 
main Christian tradition in the country. [EPS 87.02.28;03.23,71;04.64;05.81]. 
[EPS] 


Call for Pentecost prayer for evangelism EPS 87.10.45 
DALLAS (Texas/USA) - Executives of 20 world mission organizations, meeting 
here at a two-day conference convened by the Foreign Mission Board of the 
Southern Baptist Convention (SBC), urged Christians to pray and fast for 24 
hours for global evangelization during each Pentecost weekend beginning next 
year and continuing until 2000. The leaders also made tentative plans for a 
consultation early next year to consider setting up a common database for all 
mission groups to share. Besides the SBC, groups represented at the meeting 
included the United Methodist Church, World Methodist Council, Campus Crusade 
for Christ International, Assemblies of God, Church of the Nazarene, Mennonite 
Church General Conference, Mennonite Central Committee, Presbyterian Church 
(USA), World Vision International, and Wycliffe Bible Translators. [EPS] 


Haiti: RC bishops said to spurn 'liberationist priests’ EPS 87.10.46 
PORT-AU-PRINCE - Caribbean Contact, a regional ecumenical monthly, reports 
(October) that Haiti's Roman Catholic bishops, who "played a leading role in 
ending the Duvalier family dictatorship last year, have dramatically spurred 
the militant ‘liberationist' priests who have been calling for a decisive 
break with the past, and deep-rooted political and economic change." The 
country's 10 Roman Catholic bishops, at least nominally the religious leaders 
of most of the country's 5.4 million people, said the liberationist notion of 
a “people's church" is "unacceptable", as are notions of "class struggle, 
acceptance of violence, and a certain political radicalisation" in the 
priests' work. It said the two "unofficial leaders" of the liberationists - 
Willy Romélus (bishop of Jérémie diocese) and Jean-Bertrand Aristide (a priest 
here) "appeared to bow to the ruling". [EPS] 


Sudan: three Christian aid groups being expelled EPS 87.10.47 
KHARTOUM - The Sudanese government ordered (24 September) three Christian aid 
agencies to leave because, it says, the worst effects of the famine are over. 
The three are Lutheran World Service, World Vision, and the Association of 
Christian Resource Organizations Serving Sudan. The three have received 
international recognition for their work. The government has expressed 
unhappiness at relations many aid groups have with the Sudan People's 
Liberation Movement, which controls much of the southern part of the country. 
Sudan is a mostly Muslim country. The Christian population is concentrated in 
the south. LWS is appealing the order. [EPS] 


South Africa: case against nun, others postponed till January EPS 87.10.48 
JOHANNESBURG - The legal case against Sister Bernard Ncube, a Roman Catholic 
nun, and 24 others was postponed provisionally this month until 18 January. 
The 15 are accused of sedition, subversion, and assault. [EPS] 


Brazil: landowners clash with church on land reform EPS 87.10.49 

BELO HORIZONTE -— Lima-based Latinamerica Press reports (1 October) from here 
that "disputes over land tenure have led to a virtual war in the Brazilian 
countryside. In the centre of the conflict is a progressive Roman Catholic 
church, which champions the rights of landless farmworkers. Pitted against it 
is the Demoratic Rural Union, an organization of large landowners vehemently 


opposed to land reform." [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: 'WCRP/ANC Common Statement on Apartheid' EPS 87.10.50 


This is excerpted from the communiqué following a consultation on "Religion 
and the South African Crisis" hosted in Lusaka, Zambia, by the World 
Conference on Religion and Peace [EPS 87.10.07]. WCRP representatives came 
from South Africa and other parts of the world. The group met with five 
representatives of the African National Congress, a main group fighting 
white-minority rule in South Africa. 


.. In terms of the teaching of all religions apartheid is a crime to 
humanity, a heresy and not of God. 


Although the apartheid state of South Africa claims to be based on Christian 
principles, it is in reality a falsification of Christianity, a denial of true 
religion and of a religious pluralism. 


True religion is a liberating force which is not separate from, but lives, 
serves and acts with the people for the people. 


Religions are becoming a real and vital force in South Africa and people of 
religions have an increasingly important role to play in the struggle for 
liberation. 


Interfaith co-operation is essential in South Africa in order to focus on the 
fact of religious pluralism in South African society, to provide a platform 
for the continuous condemnation of apartheid, and to attend to interfaith 
tensions as potentially divisive factors which the apartheid state seeks to 
exploit. 


True religious freedom will flourish and find its proper place in a democratic 
South Africa where - a) there shall be no one established religion: b) every 
individual shall have the right to practise the religion of his/her choice; c) 


every individual shall have the right to change his/her religious affiliation 
if so desired. ... 


Apartheid cannot be changed or reformed and should be abolished and destroyed. 


The present regime refuses to meet the just aspirations of the people of South 
Africa and remains the obstacle on the road to a relatively peaceful solution. 
It resorts to increasing repression within the country, to increasing 
aggression and to acts of destabilisation against sovereign states in southern 


Africa; it therefore blocks the possibility of a negotiated solution at this 
stage. 


The Pretoria regime meanwhile has become more brutal and inhuman in the 
present war against its people. 


--+ The ANC exercises tremendous restraint in this [armed] struggle, and is 
not committed to uncontrolled violence. 


The meeting recognised the centrality of the ANC to any solution of the South 
African conflict. 


All participants shared a common commitment to the establishment of a 
non-racial democratic society in South Africa based on one person/one vote. 


-+. The participants urge the international community to take prompt and 
strong measures aimed at isolation of the Pretoria regime. The meeting also 
agreed to direct this communiqué to all heads of state in the Commonwealth 
Summit, to impose comprehensive economic sanctions ... [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘A Visit to Egypt' EPS 87.10.51 


This is excerpted from a report of the visit of a World Council of Churches 
team led by WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro to Egypt last June [EPS 
87.06.07]. 


..-. Certain facts are immediately impressive in a visit to Egypt: 


1) Population: The population of Cairo is over 10 million, with more than a 
quarter of a million people per square mile. Egypt has the classical social 
problems of a third world country. Population pressure is the most serious of 
these. The population is expected to double in 20 years. Ninety-nine percent 
of the people live on five-and-half percent of the land. 


2) Plurality of religious life: We are reminded several times during our stay 
of the visit of the Holy Family to Egypt and of the arrival of St Mark around 
68 AD. Today, however, Egypt is a Muslim country, with a Christian minority of 
about ten percent. By far the largest majority of this ten percent is the 
Coptic [Oriental] Orthodox Church. Other WCC member churches are: the Coptic 
Evangelical [Reformed] Church, the Armenian Apostolic [Oriental Orthodox] 
Church, the [Anglican] Episcopal Church, and the [Eastern Orthodox] Church of 
Alexandria. There are several Catholic churches and a patriachate for the 
Coptic Catholics. 


... There were many signs of hope ...: the way in which people were coping, 
sometimes in very creative ways, with a lack of resources for necessary 
programmes; the participation of youth, eager to take active part in the 
church, the many positive responses to the challenge for unity. 


Surely a most significant event was the dinner reception at the Papal 
Residence of H.H. Pope Shenouda where for the first time representatives of 
all the churches met at Pope Shenouda's request, prompted by the occasion of 
the visit of the general secretary. It was truly an extraordinary gathering 
and the excitement of the participants was expressed frequently in such 
comments as "Only the visit of the general secretary of the World Council of 
Churches could have made this gathering a reality in the lives of our 
churches." 


The team attended the evening public meeting of Pope Shenouda III in the 
Cathedral at which some 7000 persons were crowded into the bottom floor of the 
building and in the surrounding area. These sessions, including both Bible 
study and a question-answer period, are regularly videotaped and shared in the 
Orthodox churches. 


In a private audience, Pope Shenouda expressed interest in the discussion of 
the unity of the churches in the region, and was open especially to the 
suggestion of His Holiness Karekin [the Armenian Catholicos of Cilicia, in 
Lebanon], that they meet for a conversation. He affirmed that since the 1971 
meeting in Vienna, there have been no theological drawbacks to unity: "We are 
ready and open.” ... 


A visit to Mr Mahgoub, the [government] minister of AWKAF (Muslim religious 
endowments), brought expressions of happiness with the [World] Council's 
activities for peace and for the cooperation of religious people: "We agree 
on the origins, though on secondary principles we may disagree. Cooperation is 
a permanent task; we are to preserve the rights of non-Muslims. On a national 
level we are ready to cooperate. We look to the WCC with dignity and 
appreciation for efforts for peace. We are all Egyptians here: Mubarak 
supports this understanding as does Pope Shenouda and all heads of churches. 
The coming days will reveal closer ties." ... [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: 'A Visit to Syria’ EPS 87.10.52 


This is excerpted from a report of a visit of a World Council of Churches 
team led by WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro last May to Syria [EPS 
87.06.07]. 


Over a million-and-a-quarter Middle Eastern Christians are native citizens of 
Syria (population 10 million). Three Antioch churches, whose roots extend to 
the days of St Paul, have their sees in Damascus, These three Arab-speaking 
churches are the Eastern Antioch Church (Greek [Eastern] Orthodox), the 
Oriental Antioch Church (Syrian [Oriental] Orthodox), and the Greek Catholic — 
Church (Melkites). Syria, like Lebanon has a variety of native churches which 
include, the Apostolic Armenian [Oriental Orthodox], the Evangelical Armenian 
[Reformed], the Assyrian, the Evangelical [Reformed] Churches (Synod of Syria 
and Lebanon) and several others. ... 


1. Christian-Muslim relations within the country are positive. There is no 
indication of tension or discrimination. Though sectarian thinking has never 
been absent in any community of the region, the freedom of worship, witness 
and social mobility for Christians is acceptable, given the cultural trends. 


gy The secular nature of the state has supported secular thinking and 
discouraged fanatic political behaviour. Christians have moderate access to 
government positions, to government jobs but they enjoy a social prestige of 
belonging, on the whole to the "educated class". While Christians may miss 
opportunity in being somewhat deprived politically, they do excel in the 
social, economic and artistic domains. 


3. The diakonia activities and other programmes of Christian witness in Syria 
take place within the intramural boundaries of institutions. Missionary 
activity in the street, political youth work and other "borderline" work are 
not accepted forms of Christian witness. 


4. Relations among churches are normal and positive. Exchanges during 
festive occasions are common. Preliminary negotiations on issues of faith to 
find common grounds have been going on in recent years. While some progress 
has been made, much more work is needed to speed the process. 


5. "Arab" Christianity is authentic in Syria. The identity of the Syrian 
Christian is purely Arab. The life style of Syrian Christians, the political 


outlook and the worship life is local, oriental and in harmony with the 
regional social norms. 


6. The ecumenical movement in Syria is relatively weak. So is MECC [= Middle 
East Council of Churches]. International and local Christian infrastructure 
which is social action oriented has to "move" with extreme sensitivity in a 


"guided politics" environment. Suspicion of foreign voluntary work is extreme 
in Syria. 


7. The mood of the people about social conditions is not up-beat. The 
economy is not doing well. International debt is high. The war in Lebanon is 


costly for Syria in many ways. Salaries are limited and hard currency is 
dear. People hope for changing times. 


8. MECC and WCC must find appropriate ways to interpret ecumenism in Syria. 
Literature of WCC should be more accessible than in the past. MECC Bookshop 
should be more used for ecumenism. ... The style of ecumenism ought to be 
adapted to the local scene. Use of Arab language, active exchange of 
personnel between WCC and local churches and sharp treatment of local issues 
of justice may be examples of ecumenism for local consumption. [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘Letter from the Commission on Faith and Order’ EPS 87.10.53 


The following excerpts are from a letter the Standing Commission on Faith and 
Order of the World Council of Churches sent this month. 


... Five-and-a-half years have passed since the Faith and Order Commission of 
the World Council of Churches (WCC) adopted its convergence statement on 
Baptism, Eucharist and Ministry (BEM) in Lima (Peru), in January 1982. During 
this time the Lima statement, usually referred to in the churches as BEM, has 
become the most widely discussed document in modern ecumenical history. 


About 350,000 copies have been circulated all over the world in 35 languages - 
and more translations are still in the making. More than 160 churches have 
already presented their official responses to BEM to our Faith and Order 
office in Geneva. These include several churches and communities which are 
not members of the WCC, such as the Roman Catholic Church [EPS 87.09.32] which 
is, however, officially represented on the Faith and Order Commission. 


Thousands of people in churches, schools, Bible study groups and various 
ecumenical consultations, meetings and gatherings, have responded to the text 
on various levels in a boundless variety of ways. We have indeed witnessed an 
"ecumenical event" in our time of unexpected and unprecedented proportions. ... 


We are able to report at this time that the BEM process has already had an 
impact on the thinking and life of many churches in a variety of ways. 
Teachings and practices are tested in the churches as they engage BEM's 
presentation of Christian tradition. New ecumenical contacts and 
relationships are initiated in this process. 


Liturgical usages are effected in some churches with direct reference to the 
Lima statement. Several bilateral dialogues and church union negotiations use 
BEM as a frame of reference for their own reflections. 


Churches are indicating in their responses concrete implications which the BEM 
process is having for their own life as well as for their ecumenical relations. 


We are still receiving official church responses to BEM. The Commission 
expects to publish the responses from the churches in six or seven volumes, 
Churches Respond to BEM (WCC, Geneva 1986-88). 


We would emphasize the appeal of the Central Committee to those churches which 
have not yet made their official response to do so as soon as possible. The 
churches are also encouraged to find ways to evaluate the responses together 
with us. 


All responses underline the great ecumenical importance of the BEM document, 
and many of them are able to affirm large sections of the text. 


Critical comments and suggestions concern mainly basic perspectives of 
ecclesiology, the relation of Scripture and tradition, the concept of 
Sacramentality and aspects of the understanding and structure of ordained 
ministry. 


Several churches have found it difficult to respond to BEM not only because of 
the lack of translations, but also because the form and style of the Lima 
statement is not that with which they are used to work. 


We are confident that such difficulties will be overcome, and that these 
churches will make their necessary contribution. ... [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/J. Alfred Smith: 'The Black Church in the USA' EPS 87.10.54 


This is excerpted from a presentation to a meeting last month of US black 
church representatives and people from the World Council of Churches [EPS 
87.10.04]. Smith is pastor of a congregation in Oakland, California, and 
president of the Progressive National Baptist Convention. 


In black churches there is a greater emotional warmth to the moving of the 
Holy Spirit. Hence, in World Council settings many black Christians can relate 
with relative ease to the pageantry and mysticism of the Eastern Orthodox 
worship experiences and those of African, Latin American, and Asian Christian 
expression. The balance between .... "sense and soul" means that the black 
churches merge the intellectual and emotional into a holistic synthesis of 
loving God with totality of being. 


Very few church history textbooks include any data on the origin, growth, 
development and theologies of black churches; hence, it is very possible for 
Black seminarians to become culturally alienated from black parish worship and 
ministry styles unless those students attended black parishes, or attended 
predominantly White seminaries whose professors were prepared to teach 
ecumenical theology and to respect cultural relativism and cultural pluralism. 


The financial base of black churches is not as broad as sister white chuches. 
First of all, black church communions and denominations do not have 
endowments, stocks, bonds, securities, and investments that bear interest and 
underwrite programmes, projects and the productivity of scholarly research 
commissions as can be said of mainline White Christian bodies in America. I am 
sad to say that some national black Christian bodies do not have budgets. ... 


Very little is said in white Christian circles about the heavy burden upon 
black parishes in supporting day-care centres, tutorial projects, scholarship 
funds, blood banks, job information centres, homes for the elderly, and low 
income housing for the poor; as well as credit unions, benevolent help for the 
indigent, and the sponsorship of shelters for the homeless and the street 


dwellers. Poverty in America is hidden by the media, especially magazines and 
television. 


Everybody in America is not rich, and the materialism and hungry military 
budget that gives America a false illusion of power is hurting minorities, the 
poor of every ethnic group, the newcomers to America, single parent families, 
and the elderly. Black churches all across America are burdened with meeting 
these needs while maintaining their own denominational programmes. 


Those on the outside looking in, may accuse black churches of poorly 
supporting the World Council of Churches and the National Council of Churches; 
but in fact, black churches must give funds to the Urban League, the National 
Association for the Advancement of Coloured People, People United to Save 
Humanity, the United Negro College Fund, and to the National Conference of 
Black Churches - a [six-denominations] black ecumenical body..... 


Black churches cannot excuse themselves from making responsible commitments to 


ae World Council of Churches. Black congregations should contribute to the 


Not only are we obligated to give money, but we must become vocal defenders of 
the World Council of Churches here in the United States. Without our presence, 
participation, and purses, the World Council of Churches will be seen as @ 


white European movement supported with the sacrifices of white Christians and 
Christians from the Third World. ... [EPS] ) 
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SHOPTALK (54/36) 


EPS coverage advisory: Items on the WCC World Consultation on Resource 
Sharing (EPS 87.06.08, 07.15, 09.27, 09.49), 24-31 October, El Escorial, 
Spain, are planned for the EPS to be mailed 6 November. On advance request, 


EPS coverage and/or special material on the meeting is available by telex, 
telefax, or telephone. 


Confessing One Faith: Towards an Ecumenical Explication of the Apostolic 
Faith as Expressed in the Nicene-—Constantinopolitan Creed has been released 
as a study document (paper #140) by the WCC Commission on Faith and Order (Box 
66, CH-1211 Geneva 20). The provisional text is to be revised at the August 
1989 meeting of the Faith and Order Plenary Commission. 


The Churches in International Affairs includes the 1983-1986 reports of the 


WCC Commission of the Churches on International Affairs. It is available from 
WCC/CCIA, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


A situation report (#50) on Lebanon (22 September) is available from 
WCC/CICARWS Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


Europe is the focus of the current (September) issue of the WCC Youth 
Newsletter (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20). 


EPS appears 45 times a year. This issue was printed 13 October. The next 
is scheduled for 20 October. EPS deadlines are Mondays at 8h00 GMT. 


SHELL PLANS REVEALED Ecumenical Press 
TO COUNTERACT BOYCOTT Service 87.10.55 


NEW YORK -— A 264-page "Neptune Strategy" to help the Shell Oil Company in the 
USA (part of the Royal Dutch Shell Group) counteract a boycott against Shell 
because of its South African operations was revealed (1 October) by the 
Interfaith Centre for Corporate Responsibility, an ecumenical group based here. 


Parts of the strategy, devised by Pagan International consultants, focus on 
religious groups, trade unions, universities, educators, the news media, 
civil-rights groups, professional organizations, political action and 
government relations, Shell employees, and international organizations. 


The section on tactics in the strategy for religious groups includes such 
organizations as the World and [US] National Councils of Churches, ICCR, 
Anglican leaders, British and southern African Methodists, US Catholic 
Conference, Reformed Church in America, United Church of Christ, the church in 
the Netherlands, Notre Dame (the US Roman Catholic university in Indiana), 
several other denominational executives, Leon Sullivan (the US Baptist 
minister who proposed the Sullivan Principles on business activities in South 
Africa), South African Council of Churches, "Christian ethicists", and "church 
conventions, judicatory executive councils, specially convened assemblies." 


According to a Pagan "intelligence assessment" dated 6 June 1986, the Shell 
boycott has "grown rapidly ... and is expected to continue rapid growth. ... 
If religious groups join, a critical mass will be achieved making resolution 
of the boycott difficult." In another assessment, Pagan says "the South 
Africa issue is of primary importance to WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro, 
and he brings it up during any discussions he has with representatives of 
transnational corporations." 


Pagan describes Castro as "the key to much of the religious strategy". It 
refers to "preliminary conversations" in June 1986 between Castro and James 
Armstrong, former US Methodist bishop and former US NCC president. (Until 
recently, Armstrong was Pagan's executive vice president.) 


Since then, there have been various Shell-wWCC staff contacts. One of those 
involved from the WCC, Rob van ~ODrimmelen, executive secretary for 
socio-economic programmes with its Commission on Churches' Participation in 
Development, says it is "not surprising that Shell is hiring professional 
consultants to advise ... on ... strategy regarding critics." 


Noting that such consultants "must cost a tremendous amount of money", van 
Drimmelen says "the fact that criticism of Shell's presence in South Africa is 
nevertheless growing shows that the power of arguments can be more important 
than the power of money." 


The strategy suggests, among other things, a "task force made up of South 
African leaders, ethicists, church leaders, American activists, and corporate 
executives" to prepare an "exhaustive statement" about Shell involvement in 
South Africa. "This process", the document observes, "would need to be 
carefully guided. ... To engage the ecumenical institutions, churches, and 
critical spokespersons in post-apartheid planning", it adds, "should deflect 
their attention away from boycott and disinvestment efforts, and direct their 
vision and energy into productive channels." 


ICCR Director Tim Smith says it received its copy of the Pagan document in 
August from "an anonymous person of conscience”. Armstrong calls Pagan's 
religious-groups strategy "ethical, above board, and far different from most 
strategies developed for most clients by most public-affairs firms." [EPS] 


Burundi: RC bishops applaud coup EPS 87.10.56 

BUJUMBURA - The Roman Catholic bishops in this mostly Christian (and mostly 
Roman Catholic) African nation welcomed the coup last month that overthrew the 
government of Jean-Baptiste Bagaza. The bishops voiced "joy and confidence 
[at] the courageous initiative to create in the country a new climate of 
justice, peace, and national reconciliation." They promised to help achieve 
"true democracy, and respect for fundamental human rights, of which religious 
liberty is part." Other Christian traditions have also welcomed the coup [EPS 
87.10.44]. Church-state tension ran high under the previous government. [EPS] 


New Caledonia: synod reaffirms independence call EPS 87.10.57 

WANAP KOUMAG - The General Synod of the Evangelical [Reformed] Church of New 
Caledonia and the Loyalty Islands unanimously reiterated its 1979 call for 
independence for this French Pacific territory [25 September]. The synod 
declaration followed referendum results strongly supporting continued French 
ties. That vote, however, was boycotted by most Kanaks, the New Caledonian 
minority descended from the territory's first inhabitants. The synod said the 
government's "provocative, even contemptuous" attitude which "“legitimizes the 
marginalization of the Kanak people carries within it the seeds of violence." 
It said independence is "the first condition for inter-ethnic accord." [EPS] 


Fiji: church works 'quietly, behind the scenes’ in crisis EPS 87.10.58 
SUVA - In a newsletter (25 September) dated before the second coup led by 
Sitiveni Rabuka, Jabez Bryce, the Anglican bishop here, said Fiji church 
leaders have been "working quietly behind the scenes - trying to help wherever 
they can, and not making too many statements in the paper or radio" in 
connection with the tense political situation in the Pacific island nation 
[EPS 87.10.39]. A meeting of all the country's Christian leaders, including, 
he noted, Seventh-day Adventists, Pentecostals (Assemblies of God), and 
Mormons, was scheduled for 6 October. The Christians were to meet with 
Muslim, Hindu, and Sikh representatives 13 October. Bryce said there is hope 
"the opportunity may arise for all religous leaders to work together for the 
good of the nation", now and in the future. About half of the more than 
700,000 Fijians are counted as Christians, about 40 percent as Hindus, about 8 
percent Muslims. Ethnic Indians slightly outnumber ethnic Melanesians. 
Rabuka said he is acting to protect the Melanesians' rights. [EPS] 


Nigeria: Presbyterians speak on apartheid, education, Aids EPS 87.10.59 

CALABAR - The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of Nigeria [here, 
22-26 August] passed resolutions on several social issues. It urged the 
Nigerian government to "sever any remaining ties with companies in Nigeria 
that operate in one form or the other in South Africa", and urged a "South 
Africa Sunday" in the church in Nigeria to pray for peace in the country. 
Abhorring religion-linked disturbances in the country [EPS 87.03.64,118; 
04.23,29,60], the assembly urged the government to assure "freedom of 
expression of religion as enshrined in the constitution." It urged the 
government to clarify its policy so that "voluntary agencies can continue to ~~ 
play their vital role in the education of our people, especially at the © 
primary and secondary school levels." Noting government efforts to combat ~ 
Aids, the assembly called the virus "essentially a disease deriving from 
sexual promiscuity", and therefore it urged a "return to a proper standard of 


morality." [EPS] § 
India: further steps towards church union EPS 87.10.60 
NEW DELHI —- 


At its fourth meeting, here, the Union Negotiations Committee of © 
the [United] Church of North India and the Methodist Church in India agreed 
that MCI affirmation of the faith-and-order statements which led to the 1970 
formation of the CNI would facilitate moves toward inter-communion and mutual — 


recognition of ministries. That is an interim goal on the way towards uniting | 
the two denominations. [EPS] te 


USA: church reps meet Lebanese president EPS 87.10.61 
NEW YORK - Lebanese President Amine Gemayel, met for half-an-hour (here, 29 
September) with a US church delegation. He voiced appreciation for the 
"long-standing commitment of the churches", including the [US] National and 
World Councils of Churches and other church agencies, to support a "political 
resolution of the conflict in Lebanon." [EPS] 


USA: most don't know about major RC pastoral letters EPS 87.10.62 
KANSAS CITY (Missouri) - A poll reported last month by the weekly National 
Catholic Reporter says that two-thirds of US Roman Catholics haven't heard of 
their bishops' pastoral letter on peace, released four years ago, and more 
than seven in ten haven't heard of the pastoral on the economy, released last 
year. Both letters received wide media coverage, and prompted both acclaim 
and criticism... [EPS] 


South Korea: Christian news returns to air EPS 87.10.63 
SEOUL - The South Korean government has given approval for the Christian 
Broadcasting System to again broadcast news and current affairs programmes. 
The announcement (15 September) came almost seven years after a ban was placed 
on independent news services in Korea. It followed an ultimatum from CBS that 
it would broadcast news in defiance of the ban. According to a report from 
the Christian Conference of Asia, however, permission to broadcast news is a 
"mixed blessing" because CBS must now find a way to finance staff required for 
the news programmes, which could require doubling its budget. More than 50 
CBS journalists, commentators, producers, announcers, and administrative staff 
left when the ban went into effect. The resumed news programmes were to begin 
19 October. [EPS] 


Namibia: black and white Lutherans at odds EPS 87.10.64 
KEETMANSHOOP - Earlier this year, the small, white German Evangelical Lutheran 
Church (DELK) quit the Council of Churches in Namibia, objecting to its 
"political action". The denomination has also declined to receive a 
delegation from the Lutheran World Federation, which suspended its LWF 
membership in 1984 because of a judgement that it is insufficiently opposed to 
the South African system of white domination in force in this country. These 
were among the reasons cited by the synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in South-West Africa/Rhenish Mission during its session (here, 27 September- 

1 October) for a decision to suspend all participation in activities of the 
United Evangelical Lutheran Church in South-West Africa, an umbrella body 
meant to foster unity between it, DELK, and the country's other large, black 
Lutheran denomination, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Namibia. The ELCN 
has taken similar action. Said ELCN Bishop Kleopas Dumeni, "If the German 
church cannot sit and talk with us in the council of churches, and if they 
cannot sit and talk with us in the presence of Lutheran World Federation 
visitors, then it must also be impossible for them to talk with us about 
Lutheran unity." [EPS] 


Australia: ecumenical bicentennial document asks just settlement EPS 87.10.65 


SYDNEY - "A Just and Proper Settlement", a document marking next year's 200th 
anniversary of the settlement of Australia by Europeans, has been issued by 
three church agencies - the Commission for Church and Society of the 


Australian Council of Churches, the Catholic Commission for Justice and Peace, 
and the Social Responsibility and Justice Committee of the Uniting Church in 
Australia. The document says that for national reconciliation involving the 
descendants of those who lived in Australia when the Europeans arrived, 
Australians will have to commit themselves to justly settling conflicts as a 
result of different understandings of, and relationships to, the land. The 
Social Responsibilities Commission of the Anglican Church in Australia was 
involved in drafting the joint statement, but withdrew last March and issued 
its own statement in August. [EPS] 


Bishops warn against 'simplicities of fundamentalism’ EPS 87.10.66 
WASHINGTON - A new 20-page pastoral statement by the Roman Catholic bishops of 
the USA urges new efforts to "counteract the simplicities of biblical 
fundamentalism". They say it is “important for every Catholic to realize that 
the church produced the New Testament, not vice-versa." The statement was 
issued in Spanish as well as English; the former is the first language of a 
large minority of US Roman Catholics. [EPS] 


Namibia: church condemns visa refusal, conscription EPS 87.10.67 
KEETMANSHOOP - The synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in South-West 
Africa/Rhenish Mission has condemned South African military conscription of 
Namibians, and objected to the refusal of a passport for the denomination's 
deputy bishop. It described the refusal a "calculated attempt to obstruct the 
work" of the denomination. It also called the formation of the Windhoek 
Theological School a "concerted attempt to counteract the work of the 
ecumenical movement ... in Namibia", and said those educated in the seminary 
"will not be accepted as co-workers" in the denomination. [EPS] 


Lutherans looking at Palestinian-Israeli issue EPS 87.10.68 
GENEVA - The Lutheran World Federation this month sent to its members round 
the world for study and response a 36-page document on the "Palestinian- 
Israeli issue" [EPS 87.10.104]. LWF General Secretary Gunnar Staalsett says 
the issue is a "very difficult and sensitive challenge" to the LWF.  LWF 
Assistant General Secretary Paul Wee, who authored a major part of the 
document, observed that it is "virtually impossible to deal with such a 
controversial issue without offending the sensibilities of some individuals on 
both sides." He said the LWF Executive Committee and staff have a "firm 
determination to deal as objectively and even-handedly as possible with an 
issue which is overladen with passion borne of decades of distrust and 
antagonism. ... We hope this process will be assisted by open and frank 
discussion with friends in the Israeli and Palestinian communities." [EPS] 


Two priests to be removed from East Timor EPS 87.10.69 
LONDON —- The Catholic Institute for International Relations, here, reports two 
Jesuit priests in Dili, East Timor -— Joao Felgueiras and Jose Martins - are to 
be removed, apparently with the approval of Carlos Felipe Xiemenes Belo, the 
bishop who administers the Roman Catholic diocese there. National Outlook, an 
Australian Christian monthly, describes the two as "strong champions of the 
national rights of the East Timor people", most of whom are Christians. 
Indonesia's conference of Roman Catholic bishops says it will provide 
“objective information about the real situation" to “help form correct public 
opinion outside Indonesia about East Timor", but will get involved “only in 
religious, humanitarian, education, and social fields" related to East Timor, 
not politics, Neither the Vatican nor the United Nations has recognized 
Indonesia's incorporation of East Timor, in 1976. [EPS] 


Africa: workshop for church development workers planned EPS 87.10.70 

LUSAKA - A workshop on training needs for church development workers is 
scheduled here next month (2-8 November). Jointly organized by the Christian 
Council of Zambia and the All Africa Conference of Churches, it is expected to 


attract 60 participants from Zimbabwe, Botswana, Angola, Zaire, Malawi, and 
Tanzania. [EPS] 


South Africa: church paper warned EPS 87.10.71 

JOHANNESBURG - The South African government issued its first warning this 
month in terms of the media regulations it announced in August. Home Affairs 
Minister Stoffel Botha told the New Nation, a newspaper published by the 
Southern Africa Catholic Bishops' Conference, that articles, pictures, and ads 
in three issues violate the rules. If a second warning is published in the 
government Gazette, the newspaper can be banned for up to three months. [EPS] 


El Salvador: bishop reports threats EPS 87.10.72 
SAN SALVADOR - Lutheran Bishop Medardo Ernesto Gomez Soto says he has been 
“threatened many times" in recent years, "but I think that the reason is only 
the work which is being developed in our church." He said the most recent 
threats on his life came by phone twice at the end of last month. In a 
message to José Napoleon Duarte, El Salvador's president, Gunnar Staalsett, 
general secretary of the Lutheran World Federation, urged him to do "all 
within your powers ... to halt such threats, investigate their sources, and 
take the necessary administrative and legal actions." [EPS] 


USA: bishop complains of discrimination against people like him EPS 87.10.73 
LOS ANGELES - Stanley Olson, a bishop in the Lutheran Church in America, says 
the new Evangelical Lutheran Church in America formed by the LCA and two other 
denominations, has "disqualified" him from a job on the basis of "salary, sex, 
and ethnicity". He said he strongly favours "affirmative action", for women 
and minority groups, but "the way it is being gone about by the personnel 
staff of the new church is just not fair." Olson was not elected bishop of 
any of the new ELCA synods; he was a candidate for a regional staff job. 
National ELCA Bishop Herbert Chilstrom observed that "a number of people, 
including white males, have taken significant salary cuts to continue to work 
for the church." He said ELCA efforts to "be more inclusive is raising 
questions of great difficulty for people like Bishop Olson, who have a wealth 
of valuable experience, but are looking for a position at a time when the 
church is looking to change the complexion of its leadership." As an LCA 
bishop, Olson receives 57,000 US dollars a year. The regional post pays 
35,000. Olson says ELCA salary scales say in effect that one-wage-earner 
families are "not an acceptable lifestyle for one who wants to serve the 
church." [EPS] 


Hong Kong: new Christian weekly launched EPS 87.10.74 
HONG KONG - The first issue of Christian Times, a Chinese-language weekly, 
appeared here this month. In its inaugural issue, the newspaper said it is 
being published because of a need to keep pace with the rapidly changing 
society here, to respond to important contemporary issues from a Christian 
viewpoint, and to strengthen the Christian faith. Of Hong Kong's more than 
5.5 million people, about 500,000 are counted as Christians. [EPS] 


Lutheran Church in Malaysia and Singapore joins Thai mission EPS 87.10.75 
KUALA LUMPUR (Malaysia) - The Lutheran Church in Malaysia and Singapore is the 
new fourth member of the Lutheran Mission in Thailand, joining church groups 
in Norway, Finland, and Hong Kong. Almost all Thais are Buddhists; most of 
the Christian minority of one percent belongs to the Roman Catholic Church in 
Thailand or the [United] Church of Christ in Thailand. [EPS] 


Canada: Lutheran, Anglican bishops plan joint meeting EPS 87.10.76 

MISSISSAUGA (Ontario) - The bishops of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
Canada have accepted a proposal from the bishops of the Anglican Church in 
Canada to schedule simultaneous meetings here in November 1988. The bishops 
are to meet both separately and together. Among items on their joint agenda 
is a proposal to establish in Canada a relationship of "interim eucharistic 
sharing" between the two denominations, like that declared in the USA in 1982 
between the Episcopal Church and Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. [EPS] 


USA: Baptist commission urges ban on ‘dial-a-porn' EPS 87.10.77 
WASHINGTON - The Christian Life Commission of the Southern Baptist Convention 
is among groups urging Congress (the US national legislature) to ban 
"dial-a-porn" telephone numbers, which people can dial to MJlisten to 
pornographic messages. Robert Helgesen, an executive with the New York 
Telephone Company, says that in New York City alone, 50 to 60 million calls 
are made each year to such numbers, accounting for about one percent of the 
company's net profit of 700 million dollars a year. [EPS] 


France: church federation warns on anti-foreigner discrimination EPS 87.10.78 
PARIS -— The council of the Protestant Federation of France, which groups 
Lutheran, Reformed, Baptist, and other groups, warned (27 September) against 
proposed changes in French law which could exclude from French citizenship 
non-citizen immigrants' children born in France. [EPS] 


Namibia: assistant to church leader arrested EPS 87.10.79 
WINDHOEK - The Council of Churches in Namibia reports that Jason Angula, 
private assistant to CCN General Secretary Abisai Shejavali, was arrested by 
security ploice at his home (7 October). [EPS] 


Kenya: archbishop says Muslims buy Christians into Islam EPS 87.10.80 
ONGATA RONGAI - Speaking at worship (here, 4 October), Kenyan Anglican 


Archbishop Manasses Kuria said Muslims are "buying" Christians into Islam. 
The next day in Nairobi, Secretary-General Mohamed Khalif of the Supreme 
Council of Kenya Muslims called Kuria's charge an untrue fabrication, and 
called on the archbishop to substantiate or withdraw it. Khalif said "the 
truth of Islam speaks for itself", and economic incentives are unncessary to 
gain converts. He suggested that perhaps Kuria is worried by Muslim 
development projects in Kenya. About 75 percent of Kenyans are counted as 
Christians, about 6 percent as Muslims. [EPS] 


Burma: all religions said hurt by currency change EPS 87.10.81 
KAWTHULE STATE -— The Union of Catholic Asian News reports (3 October) from 
here that observers of religion in Burma say all faith communities in the 
country have been suffering since the government invalidated top—value 
baknotes representing 80 percent of Burma's currency at the beginning of last 
month. Of the nearly 40 million Burmese, about seven in eight are Buddhist, 
about one in 20 Christian, and about about two in 50 Muslim. UCAN reports, 
for instance, that parishes which have collected money for church buildings 
and have government permission to begin construction have found their money no 
longer has value. [EPS] 


Vietnam: ‘glasnost' seen in church-state relations EPS 87.10.82 
PARIS - The Union of Catholic Asian News reports (3 October) “observers here" 
Suggest "Vietnam appears to be slowly and cautiously moving towards “glasnost" 
--. with the Catholic Church", the principal denomination of the country's 
Christian minority. (Glasnost is a Russian word meaning "“openness".) 
According to the report, "impediments to joining the priesthood appear to be 
the only major issue between church and state." [EPS] 


Anglicans, Lutherans discuss ministry of overseeing EPS 87.10.83 
NIAGARA FALLS (Ontario/Canada) - An international meeting of Lutheran and 
Anglican representatives worked (here, 24 September-3 October) on a first 
draft of an agreed statement on episcopé -— the ministry of overseeing in the 
church. Following five days of consultation involving 34 participants, 
members of the Anglical-Lutheran International Continuation Committee sifted 
through the data and ideas which had emerged in the previous days to work on 
their common statement. It is hoped it will be ready next year when the 
world's Anglican bishops meet in England. A release from the group noted that 
regional and national Lutheran-Anglican conversations suggest the two 
traditions have "vastly more in common than that which separates them." It 
describes as "the chief barrier to full fellowship ... the [Anglican] 
insistance upon the ministry of an historic episcopate" (an unbroken 
succession of bishops over the centuries). Most Lutherans have bishops, some 
of whom fit the Anglican definition of an historic episcopate. [EPS] 


India: bishops get computer training EPS 87.10.84 
MAHIM - The Union of Catholic Asian News reports (3 October) that 15 Indian 
Roman Catholic bishops have received computer training here in such things as 
word processing, data management, accounting, and graphics. [EPS] 


Scotland: Kirk says ecumenical baptism 'spur' to understanding EPS 87.10.85 
DUNBAR — The Department of World Mission and Unity of the [Reformed] Church of 
Scotland (the Kirk) has issued a statement following official Roman Catholic 
criticism of a baptism earlier this year [EPS 87.09.77] in which a Roman 
Catholic priest baptized the child of a Kirk minister. The board called the 
baptism a "personal initiative between two Christian ministers which we 
understand and appreciate." It added that the Kirk does not "fully share" 
Roman Catholic concerns. It said it is clear that the child was baptized 
"within the fellowship of the Church of Scotland". It said it hopes the 
event, "highlighting differences about the nature of the church", will be a 
"spur to finding a fuller common understanding.” [EPS] 


South Africa: two Reformed denominations set merger plans EPS 87.10.86 
JOHANNESBURG - The NGKA and NGSK, two "daughter churches" of the white Dutch 
Reformed Church (NGK) set up for people of other races, have agreed on steps 
which could lead to their merger by 1992 into a non-racial Dutch Reformed 
Church. Representatives of the two also ruled out any negotiations on the 
unification issue with the NGK. The two denominations also decided not to 
send representatives to an ecumenical meeting called by the NGK for last month 
to discuss the church role in the nation's political crisis. [EPS] 


Muslims, Christians in dialogue EPS 87.10.87 
COLYMPARI (Crete/Greece) -— A dialogue on religion and society with Christians 
and Muslims from Europe and the Middle East took place at the Orthodox Academy 
(here, 27 September-1l October). It was sponsored by the Sub-Unit on Dialogue 
of the World Council of Churches. Subjects for discussion included the place 
of religious pluralism in today's social and political structures, and the 
role of the believer in promoting mutual trust and community. [EPS] 


Italy: Methodist-—Waldensian synod takes up several issues EPS 87.10.88 
TORRE PELLICE - Among issues on the agenda of the joint Italian 
Methodist-Waldensian synod (here, 23-28 August) were mixed marriages, the 
Roman Catholic "year of Mary", aid to striking blacks in South Africa, 
church-state relations, rebaptism, and the upcoming ecumenical decade in 
solidarity with women. The synod also agreed to a joint meeting in 1990 with 
the executive committee of the Evangelical Baptist Union of Italy. [EPS] 


GDR: Evangelical synod calls for openness, end of separation EPS 87.10.89 
GORLITZ - Last month's synod of the Federation of Evangelical [Lutheran, 
United] Churches in the GDR (East Germany) urged an end to forms of 
"separation" between the two German states, and domestic openness to match the 
country's new openness in international relations. Observed one pastor at the 
synod, "The more the process of good relations [with other countries] 
advances, the more monstrous the Berlin Wall seems." It was proposed that the 
GDR government be urged to guarantee the right of citizens to travel to 
western countries, and that more information be exchanged between the two 
German states. The synod asked Evangelical church leaders in the two countries 
to discuss such issues. The synod noted continuing GDR church-state 
differences on such issues as conscientious objection to military service, 
ideological education in schools, and freedom of expression. It passed a 
major statement on various peace questions, a result of years of deliberation 
and discussion in various parts of the church. [EPS] 


Namibia: ecumenical council expresses concern about demolition EPS 87.10.90 

WINDHOEK - The Council of Churches in Namibia, which groups Lutheran, 
Anglican, Roman Catholic, Methodist, and Reformed denominations, says it is 
"deeply concerned" about the fate of 5000 residents turned out of a hostel 
residence here, before it was to be demolished (9 October). "We believe", 
says a council statement, "that it is the responsibility of any government to 
provide for the citizens, especially if the people cannot provide for 
themselves because of realities beyond their control - under-payment, 


unemployment." [EPS] 


Philippines: seminary closed in dispute EPS 87.10.91 
DAVAO CITY - Saint Francis Xavier Regional Major Seminary was closed, at least 
until January, following a meeting between Roman Catholic bishops and striking 
seminarians (23-25 September) which failed to resolve issues. Earlier, the 
seminary faculty resigned [EPS 87.10.35]. The dispute was triggered by a 
faculty decision to require a deacon to leave the seminary for two years on a 
psychologist's recommendation. The deacon charged it was because of a sermon 
which displeased two faculty members; students went on strike to support him. 
[EPS] 


Guyana: bishop cites government harassment EPS 87.10.92 
GEORGETOWN - In a pastoral letter read in all Roman Catholic churches (13 
September), Benedict Singh, the Roman Catholic bishop here, dealt with 
harassment of the church in Guyana since Desmond Hoyte became president in 
1985. [EPS] 


Old Catholics continue agreement with Anglicans despite women EPS 87.10.93 
WARSAW - In a communiqué after their meeting here (21-25 September), the 
world's Old Catholic bishops said that although the ordination of women as 
priests in various parts of Anglicanism has led to "some problems for the 
common sacramental life" of the two traditions, the 1931 Bonn Agreement 
allowing intercommunion between them remains in force. However, the bishops 
said, continuing that agreement does not necessarily mean they approve of such 
ordinations. Old Catholics are found in the USA, Canada, the Netherlands, 
France, Austria, the two Germanys, Czechoslovakia, Yugoslavia, Switzerland, 
and Poland. [EPS] 


Trinidad & Tobago: church-state relations 'might be improving’ EPS 87.10.94 

PORT-OF-SPAIN - [US] National Catholic News Service reports from here that 
"after years of tension, church-state relations might be improving” in the 
Caribbean island nation, "but now the church is challenged by spiritual and 
financial problems." Part of the reason is said to be the defeat in elections 
last December of the People's National Movement Party, which ruled for 30 
years. It was replaced by the National Alliance for Reconstruction. The new 
prime minister, Arthur Napoleon Raymond Robinson, is described as a "staunch 
Methodist", his wife Patricia as a "practising Catholic". In addition, the 
new education minister, Clive Pantin, is the brother of the Roman Catholic 
archbishop here. About three-fifths of the country's population of 1.2 


million is counted as Christian, with Roman Catholics in the majority; about a 
quarter are Hindus. [EPS] 


Caribbean: ecumenical committee blasts 'culture of corruption’ EPS 87.10.95 

ST JOHN'S (Antigua) - The Continuation Committee of the Caribbean Conference 
of Churches says it is "deeply disturbed" by signs of an "evolution of a 
culture of corruption" in the region. In a statement following its meeting 
here last month, the committee said, "In one territory after another, 
accusations of corruption have been either proven in court, documented in 
official investigations, or held in widespread popular currency. Far too 
often, national leaders have featured among those implicated." The committee 
said it commends "those governments which have legally pursued such alleged 
wrong-doers, and which have taken appropriate judicial action, but we deplore 
those reactions which have the effect of condoning dereliction of duty, 
conflict of interest, and other types of public misconduct." [EPS] 


Spain: new church tax system begins next year EPS 87.10.96 

MADRID - From next year, Spanish taxpayers can choose whether 0.52 percent of 
their income tax goes to the Roman Catholic Church, or to state welfare and 
culture budgets. This is the last year of aid to the church - 13.4 billion 
Spanish pesetas - as an ordinary part of the Spanish national budget. 


Exemption from land and property taxes, subsidies for church-school operations 
and salaries for church-school teachers are to continue. [EPS] 


Latvian archbishop's directive said to distress pastors EPS 87.10.97 
LONDON - Keston College, which monitors the religious situation in communist 
countries, says a directive from Latvian Lutheran Archbishop Eriks Mesters 
that thanksgiving services be held next month to mark the 70th anniversary of 
the Soviet revolution has prompted 20 pastors to protest that they cannot in 
conscience obey it. They have reportedly urged the consistory to call a 
special synod to examine the archbishop's fitness to continue. After two 
decades of independence, Latvia and the neighbouring Baltic republics became 
part of the Soviet Union during World War II. [EPS] 


Kenya: Moi says church criticism acceptable if ‘aired correctly’ EPS 87.10.98 
KIAMBAA - Speaking at an Anglican church here (27 September), Kenyan President 
Daniel arap Moi says the government has no quarrel with criticism of social 
evils, if it is “aired correctly". However, he said, the main role of the 
church in society is to serve people's spiritual welfare, and so the church 
should not "mix" religion and politics. He said Uganda is an example of the 
ill effects of such mixing. "If chaos erupts", he warned, "all people will 
suffer." He said Kenyan church leaders can come to see him anytime. "We in 
Kenya", he said, "are lucky to be free to do our things without fear." Noting 
that the government requires a recommendation from the National Council of 
Churches of Kenya before registering new denominations, Moi said the council 
should ensure denominations conform to their own rules and objectives. Also 
at the ceremony, Kenyan Anglican Archbishop Manasses Kuria said, "we shall not 
condone malicious people bent on dividing Kenyans or causing friction between 
the church and the government." In recent months, some church leaders have 
been critical of and criticized by the government. [EPS 87.03.120; 05.02, 22; 
06.13; 08.35] [EPS] 


United Methodists urge action in wake of Mozambique killings EPS 87.10.99 
NEW YORK - The United Methodist Board of Global Ministries is urging US 
Christians to ask for US government support for the Mozambique government. 
The board's appeal comes in the wake of the killing last month of at least 15 
United Methodists, and the kidnapping of 52 others, during an attack on a 
mission station by anti-government forces in Mozambique. [EPS] 


USA: 10 steps offered for clergy to negotiate better salary EPS 87.10.100 
NEW YORK — The October issue of Keeping You Posted, newsletter of the [US] 
United Church of Christ, includes a feature outlining "10 steps [for clergy] 
to negotiate better salary/compensation packets", including suggestions that 
they "do homework", "deal with perceptions", and "deal with emotions apart 
from discussions on issues". [EPS] 


Church meeting: don't target prostitutes as objects of reform EPS 87.10.101 
NEW YORK -— "Ministries that target prostitutes as objects of reform are 
ineffective and are not theologically sound", according to participants in a 
two-day Consultation on Ministry with Women in Prostitution (23-24 September) 
sponsored by the 32-denomination [US] National Council of Churches. According 
to an NCC report on the meeting, participants said what is needed is a 
"non-judgmental approach ... and an openness that allows the women [in 
prostitution] to say how they wish to be helped." [EPS] 


USA: meeting discusses church involvement in literacy EPS 87.10.102 
RACINE (Wisconsin) - About 15 US denominations were represented at a 
conference on "the church's involvement in North American literacy" (here, 
14-16 September) sponsored by the [US] National Council of Churches. Among 
emphases which surfaced at the meeting were an activist stance linking 
literacy and social change, combining literacy and evangelism, and individual 
tutoring approaches. [EPS] 


PEOPLETALK: Ecumenical Beings and Doings EPS 87.05.103 


Metropolitan John of Helsinki is to be the new archbishop of Karelia, and 
thus head of the [Eastern] Orthodox Church of Finland. Following ratification 
by the Ecumenical Patriarchate of his election, and formal appointment by the 
Finnish president, he is to be installed early next year, succeeding Paul, 
archbishop since 1960, who retired in September. John is a member of the 
Central Committee of the World Council of Churches and of the Vatican-WCC 
Joint Working Group. Formerly a Lutheran pastor and teacher, he became 
Orthodox in 1967, and a bishop in 1969. 


Kuno Pajula is the new Lutheran archbishop of Estonia. A member of the 
Central Committee of the World Council of Churches, he succeeds the late Edgar 
Hark. 


Béla Harmati is a new bishop in the Lutheran Church of Hungary. He has been 
secretary for social systems in the studies department of the Lutheran World 
Federation in Geneva since 1980. 


Remko Mooi has retired as secretary general of the General Synod of the 
Netherlands Reformed Church. 


Alphonse Mbama is the new president of the Evangelical [Reformed] Church of 
the Congo. He succeeds Jean Mboungou, who stepped down after 12 years. 


Alan P.F. Sell, theological secretary of the Geneva-based World Alliance of 
Reformed Churches since 1983, has accepted the Chair of Christian Thought at 
the University of Calgary (Alberta, Canada), effective next January. 


Jewel Graham, a past president of the YWCA of the USA, was elected president 
of the World YWCA during its World Council in Phoenix last August/September. 
She succeeds Ann Northcote (Canada). World YWCA vice presidents for the next 
four years are Vera Lucia dos Santos (Brazil), Marilyn Mitton (Canada), Razia 
Sultan Ismail (India), Jean Zaru (Jordan), and Joyce Seroke (South Africa). 


Catherine Bramwell-Booth, 104, granddaughter of the founder of the Salvation 


Army and a leading figure in it for most of her life, died in October in 
London. 


Martin Lee is the new president of the Chinese Rhenish [Lutheran] Church, 
Hong Kong Synod. 


Stephen Webb is the new communications secretary of the Christian Conference 


of Asia. G.R. Singh is the new CCA executive secretary for mission and 
evangelism. 


Kenneth Slack, United Reformed ecumenist, writer, broadcaster, parish 
minister, and church agency executive died in early October. He was 70. 
Among his posts were that of general secretary of the British Council of 
Churches and director of its Christian Aid division. An ecumenical memorial 


service in thanksgiving for his life is planned for Westminister Abbey (25 
November). 


Patricia McClurg, an ordained minister who is associate executive for 
mission of Elizabeth (New Jersey) presbytery of the Presbyterian Church (USA) 
is the nominee to be the next president of the [US] National Council of 
Churches, to be elected by the NCC Governing Board at its November meeting. 
Nominated to succeed McClurg, in 1990, is Leonid Kishkovsky, a priest who is 


ecumenical officer of the Orthodox Church in America. He would be the first 
Orthodox to be NCC president. [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘Arab Palestinian Christians' EPS 87.10.104 


These paragraphs (62-76) are excerpted from a 119-paragraph "preliminary 
Staff report" on the "Palestinian/Israeli issue" being distributed by the 
Lutheran World Federation [EPS 87.10.68]. 


... Christians from Europe and North America ... [touring] the Holy Land ... 
are invariably impressed with accomplishments of Zionism, the greening of the 
desert and the blossoming of the arts and sciences since Israel became a 
nation in 1948. The tour is calculated, not only to give evidence of the 
genius and fortitude of a people who have survived persecution and dispersion 
in countries throughout the world, but also to represent the present state of 
Israel as the product of God's action in history to bring fulfilment to the 
prophesies of the Old Testament. 


In the second place, it becomes quickly evident that these visitors have been 
shielded from the bitter realities of life that are the daily bread of Arab 
Palestinians in Israel and on the Occupied West Bank. If the subject of the 
Palestinians does arise, it is invariably put into that context which much of 
the western world has already come to accept, namely that the Palestinians are 
poor, illiterate Muslims who have resorted to terrorist activities in a futile 
and pathetic drive to reverse the tide of history and destiny and drive the 
Jews into the sea. 


Should visitors actually encounter an Arab in the countryside or on the 
streets of East Jerusalem, it would probably not occur to them that this 
person is part of a Semitic people which has inhabited the land since before 
the time of Christ, which has produced a flourishing culture of art, science 
and philosophy and which has a deep religious tradition that finds its source 
in the Old and New Testaments. It would probably never occur to the visitor 
that this Palestinian Arab might also be a Christian. 


Seven to ten percent of the 1.8 million Arab Palestinians in Israel and on the 
Occupied West Bank are Christian. Greek Orthodox, Roman Catholic, Armenians, 
they have existed in this place for centuries, in spite of intense religious 
persecution and political oppression. They have maintained their faith and 
customs in the face of immense challenges from without and within. 


Paradoxically, major challenges came from without in certain forms of 
Byzantine culture and religion. Byzantine Christians frequently exerted such 
strong cultural control over the Arab Christians that the Arab Christians, at 
least initially, welcomed Islamic rule as a form of political and cultural 
liberation. Under Muslim government there was generally tolerance of Arab 
Christianity, in part because the language and underlying customs were the 
same, but also because Muslims were able to understand much of Christianity as 
integral to their own faith. 


It was at the hands of the Crusaders that the Arab Christians suffered the 
most, being regarded as more Arab than Christian, more heretic than Orthodox. 
The Crusaders massacred Arab Christians along with Muslims, regarding them all 
as "infidel". Arab Christians nevertheless claimed the same faith as that of 
the Crusaders. The centuries which followed witnessed alternating periods of 
suspicion and close friendship between Arab Christians and Arab Muslims. 
This depended on a complex of political and social factors, one of the most 
important being the personality of the rulers of the Arab world. 


If [Palestinian Christians and Muslims have lived together] ... in relative 
peace and harmony, and have even discovered strong ties of friendship and 
co-operation, it may be at least partly due to the fact that both groups 
understand themselves as ... victimized by Israeli occupation. [over] 


report/2 


In later centuries missionary groups from Europe and North America set up 
orphanages, schools and hospitals enriching Palestinian life. Some groups, 
however, contributed to undermining Arab Christian identity and weakened their 
control of their own destiny in the Holy Land. Some missionaries managed to 
gain control of Arab Christian institutions while at the same time 
contributing to the undermining of indigenous Arab business through the 
introduction of western economic interests. 


An amount of foreign influence ... remains today in sections of the Arab 
Christian community. It has created an attitude on the part of some that 
their home is not the Arab world but the United States, West Germany or 
Sweden, countries to which Arab Christians from many countries of the Middle 
East migrate in large numbers. This attitude has frequently been encouraged 
by the international church community which has contributed to the easing of 
emigration procedures, inadvertently precipitating one of the most severe 
crises to confront Middle East Christians in their entire history: the threat 
of virtual extinction. 


For their part the Jewish authorities encourage Arab Palestinian Christians to 
view themselves as neither Arab nor Palestinian, but simply Christian. Every 
opportunity is given for them to leave Palestine and to find a home elsewhere 
in a more "Christian" environment. Because of the historical events which 
have tended to link Palestinian Arab Christians with western denominations, 
economies and value systems, they have also become suspect in the eye of 
Muslim Palestinians as well as in the view of the Arab states generally. 


Fundamentalist Christian groups from the United States in particular, who have 
identified the Jewish theocracy of Israel with the fulfilment of Old Testament 
prophesy, have only intensified this suspicion. With considerable fanfare 
one such conservative group recently opened up a "Christian Embassy" in 
Jerusalem as a public recognition of that city as Israel's legitimate 
political capital. This, along with the construction of the vast Mormon 
centre on the slope of the Mount of Olives, has caused some embarrassment to 
the Palestinian Christian community. 


Another factor which makes the life of Arab Palestinian Christians so 
difficult is that they feel that they have been virtually ignored by the 
Christian churches of the world. They complain that serious visits which 
seek dialogue with the Jews or a deeper understanding of Islam, both of which 
they consider justifiable endeavours, invariably neglect the one community 
which, through years of experience, is able to provide insight into the larger 


dynamic of religious and cultural life in the Middle East, namely the 
Christian church. 


Quite apart from their value in opening up the world of Judaism or Islam to 
Christians from other parts of the world, the Arab Palestinian Christians feel 
that they have something of value to share concerning the life and meaning of 
Jesus Christ, the nature of the church, its origins and history. ... 


Palestinian Christians are therefore a minority within a minority within a 
situation of intense hostility and volatility. Isolated from Christians 
around the world who have either co-opted or ignored them, alienated from some 
Arab Palestinian Muslims and from Arabs in neighbouring countries who distrust 
their western ties, subjected to the daily harassment and intimidation that is 
the lot of every Palestinian on the occupied West Bank, the Palestinian 
Christian community nevertheless struggles defiantly to keep its identity as 
Christian, but also very much as Palestinian and Arab. [EPS] 
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SHOPTALK (54/37) t 


EPS coverage advisory: Items on the WCC World Consultation on Resource © 
Sharing (EPS 87.06.08, 07.15, 09.27, 09.49), 24-31 October, El Escorial, ¥ 
Spain, are planned for the EPS to be mailed 6 November. On advance request, — 
EPS coverage and/or special material on the meeting is available by telex, 
telefax, or telephone. 
Reintegrating God's Creation: A Paper for Discussion is the latest (#3, 
September) in the series of WCC Church and Society Documents (Box 66, CH-1211 | 
Geneva 20). Besides the introduction and postscript, the paper includes three 
main sections on the disintegration, integrity, and re-integration of creation. | 
’ 
y 
f 


The Churches in International Affairs includes the 1983-1986 reports of the 
WCC Commission of the Churches on International Affairs. It is available from 
WCC/CCIA, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


A situation report (#50) on Lebanon (22 September) is available from 
WCC/CICARWS Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 

. 
Europe is the focus of the current (September) issue of the WCC Youth 
Newsletter (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20). 
The September issue of the newsletter of the WCC Refugee Service (Box 66, 


CH-1211 Geneva 20) focuses on voluntary repatriation of refugees in Central 
America. ) 


Most of the September issue of Common Concern, quarterly of the World YWCA (37 


Quai Wilson, 1201 Geneva) is about the recent World YWCA Council [EPS 
87.09.57]. 


New from WCC Publications (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20): 

-Unified in Hope: Arabs and Jews Talk About Peace, interviews by Carol 
J. Birkland (15 Swiss francs, 8.95 US dollars, 5.90 UK pounds). 

-We Will Not Hang Our Harps on the Willows: Engagement and Spirituality, 


by Barbel von Wartenberg-Potter (12.50 Swiss francs, 7.75 US dollars, 4.90 UK 
pounds). 


In EPS 87.09.63, delete the sentence in parentheses ("DELK Landesprobst 


ete." In EPS 87.10.46, at the end of line 3, change "spurred" to 
"spurned." 


EPS appears 45 times a year. This issue was printed 16 October. The next 
is scheduled for 20 October. EPS deadlines are Mondays at 8h00 GMT. 


On request, EPS will send headlines by telex or telefax. Then you can ask 
(and pay) for full texts. 


EPS annual subscription rates (including airmail) are 69.50 Swiss francs, 
42.50 US dollars, 26.50 UK pounds, 52.50 Australian dollars, 65 New Zealand 
dollars, 95 Dutch guilders, 85 FRG marks, 250 French francs, 250 Swedish 
kronor, 175 Indian rupees, or 49.50 Canadian dollars. 
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CANTERBURY AND COPTIC POPE: WE Ecumenical Press 
SHARE ‘ESSENTIALLY COMMON FAITH' Service 87.10.105 


CAIRO - The first bishop of world Anglicanism, and the head of one of the 
principal parts of Oriental Orthodoxy, released (1 October) a "common 
declaration" that they share "an essentially common faith." 


The declaration by Archbishop of Canterbury Robert Runcie and Coptic Pope 
Shenouda III came in the wake of Runcie's visit to Egypt. After quoting the 
text of 381 of the Nicene Creed, the two leaders add a common confession about 
the humanity and divinity of Jesus Christ, a subject historically understood 
as reflecting a notable theological difference between Oriental Orthodoxy and 
most of the rest of Christianity. 


The joint declaration also refers to a new "pastoral forum" for discussion so 
"existing difficulties over the doctrine and practice of ... baptism may be 
overcome, together with any other perceived differences of faith or 
sacramental life which would prevent closer relations and ultimate communion 
between our two churches." [EPS] 


USSR: Russian Orthodox appeal to those who ‘broke away' EPS 87.10.106 
MOSCOW — Patriarch Pimen and other leading hierarchs of the Russian [Eastern] 
Orthodox Church have appealed to the Russian Orthodox Church Outside Russia, 
the Autocephalous Ukrainian Orthodox Church, and "other ecclesiastical 
associations outside our motherland who broke away" to "overcome the spirit of 
obduration." The ROC appeal asks Christ to "soften our hearts and unite us in 
his love so that we may together, in meekness, repentance, and unity, 
celebrate the millenium" of the "baptism of Rus," which these Christians are 
marking next year as a major milestone. The Russian Orthodox Church Outside 
Russia, based in New York, charges that the Russian Orthodox Church is "under 
the influence and direction of a godless state." [EPS] 


Evangelical statement against apartheid being circulated EPS 87.10.107 
KABARE (Kenya) - A declaration signed here by 54 evangelical leaders from 
around the world calling on others to become more active in the fight against 
apartheid in South Africa is being circulated. Among the signers are Kenyan 
Anglican Bishop David Gitari, who chairs the theology commission of the World 
Evangelical Fellowship, and General Secretary Frank Chikane of the South 
African Council of Churches. The declaration observes that "Injustice and 
lies are destroying Christianity in South Africa. A racist, white minority 
defends apartheid in the name of Christian faith. Tragically, evangelicals 
worldwide have failed adequately to refute this desecration of biblical 
truth. And some prominent Western evangelists have even urged South African 
Christians to support this evil government." [EPS] 


USA: ‘Lutheran/Reformed Solidarity Weekend’ EPS 87.10.108 
MINNEAPOLIS - A "“Lutheran/Reformed Solidarity Weekend" was scheduled here 
(16-18 October) to mark what Walter Wietzke, executive director of the 
Division for Theological Education and Ministry of the American Lutheran 
Church, called "the consummate seriousness of our relationship with the other 
families of the Reformation that are our closest kin." Wietzke said it 
demonstrated an ecumenical spirit in his denomination which, "while sensitive 
to the Roman Catholic, Anglican, and Orthodox traditions, is not one-sided." 
The weekend marks a 1986 declaration of close relationships by the ALC, 
Presbyterian Church (USA), Association of Evangelical Lutheran Churches, and 
Reformed Church in America. The ALC and AELC have joined the Lutheran Church 
in America in the new Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. The LCA 
relationship with the two Reformed denominations was less close; the old 
relationships officially lapse when the new Lutheran body succeeds the other 
three at the end of the year. [EPS] 


USA: ecumenical reps meet with homosexual-oriented denomination EPS 87.10.109 
ATLANTA - About 20 members of the Governing Board and staff of the 
32-denomination [US] National Council of Churches met (here, 19 September) 
with 14 representatives of the Universal Fellowship of Metropolitan Community 
Churches, a denomination which holds that the Bible does not condemn 
homosexuality, homosexuals, or homosexual genital expression. It was the 
third such meeting following a 1983 board decision to “postpone indefinitely" 
a decision about whether the UFMCC is eligible to join the NCC. The subject 
here was "ecclesiology" - "what makes the church the church." The two 
previous meetings, last year, dealt with "Scripture and homosexuality" and 
"human sexuality". [EPS] 


Six concerns cited in response to proposed church covenant EPS 87.10.110 
PRINCETON (New Jersey/USA) - The nine-denomination [US] Consultation on Church 
Union reports six "common themes and concerns" emerging in connection with a 
1984 COCU draft proposal, "Covenanting Toward Unity." These include "strong 
affirmation that ... covenantal communion between churches is the appropriate 
way ahead in church unity", “strong resistance to any suggestion that 
covenanting be seen as an ‘interim step' towards a future consolidation of 
church structures", “strong insistance upon the participation of the laity 
both in governance and oversight", “greater emphasis on unity at the local 
level", and two requests for "greater clarity" - about the "meaning and ... 
method" of the proposed "reconciliation of ordained ministries”, and about 
proposed “councils of oversight". A revised version of the draft is to be 
considered by next year's COCU Plenary. [EPS] 


Anglican commission: suspend judgments on homosexuals EPS 87.10.1111 
ST CHARLES (Illinois/USA) - The Commission on Human Affairs and Health of the 
[US-based Anglican] Episcopal Church is urging it to suspend "ancient 
judgments" on homosexuals among its members until they are able to "tell us 
the stories of their lives." Rhode Island Episcopal Bishop George Hunt, head 
of the commission, told the annual meeting of the denomination's bishops, here 
last month, that “if we can listen to our homosexual brothers and sisters, we 
may make some discoveries that will add to what we already know from 
Scripture, tradition, and reason." Other parts of the report of the 12-member 
panel say its members all agree that "life-long, monogamous marriage is the 
normative or ideal context for moral intimate sexual expression between 
Christians", but it raised questions about "pastoral implications" of a "rigid 
code of do's and don'ts" for unmarried Christians. [EPS] 


WCC's Castro congratulates Arias on Nobel Peace Prize EPS 87 1 2 
GENEVA -—- In a message (13 October) to Costa Rican President Oscar Arias, 
General Secretary Emilio Castro of the World Council of Churches congratulates 


Arias on receiving the Nobel Peace Prize for his leadership in promoting peace 
in Central America. [EPS] 


Ghana: Bible society text against tribalization EPS 87.10.113 


ACCRA - The Bible Society of Ghana has prepared a new book, "Jesus Loves You," 


in Ewe, Akan, and Nzima dialects, for use in the country's primary schools. 


Launching the book, G. Ansre, a translation consultant with the society, said 


the standardized texts are a way to counteract tribalization. [EPS] 


England: discrimination against black priest to commission EPS 87.10.114 


BRISTOL - The Church Times newspaper reports (18 September) that an Anglican — 


team ministry here that includes a black assistant priest alerted the 


Commission for Racial Equality when asked for an assurance that a black priest 
would not be presiding at a particular fumeral. As a result, the funeral — 


organization involved is to review training given to its 22,000 employes, and 
monitor its equal-opportunities policy. [EPS] 


| 


ECUTEXT: ‘1987 WCC Christmas Message’ EPS 87.10.115 


This message is: from General Secretary Emilio Castro of the World Council of 
Churches. It was translated from the Spanish by the WCC Language Service. 


Dear Brothers and Sisters, "Grace and peace from God in Jesus Christ." 


Once again we are approaching Christmas, and our attention turns to the birth 
of the infant Jesus. The prophet announces the good news of the birth of a 
child in whom is manifested the love and power of God (Isaiah 9:6). The 
shepherds are given a sign; they will find their Saviour as "a babe wrapped in 
swaddling clothes and lying in a manger" (Luke 2:12). The child of Bethlehem 
is also the answer to the quest of the wise men from the East who see his star 
and come a long way to worship him (Matthew 2:1f.). Unto us a child is born, 
and with him is born the hope and the joy of a new beginning, experienced by 
parents whenever and wherever the miracle of birth is repeated. Christmas is 
the affirmation of life and of love. 


The manger has been joyfully immortalized in art and in the liturgy of our 
churches. But in the Bible story it is an improvised substitute for the room 
that could not be found in the inn. How many children are still born today in 
the slums and shanties of our world! The United Nations’ "Year of Shelter for 
the Homeless" is: coming to a close; it was an effort to awaken the conscience 
of humanity to the perennial problem of homelessness. The child of Bethlehem 
who came to transform the whole world into a home for all God's children had 
"nowhere to lay his head" (Luke 9:58). 


Herod's soldiers hasten to Bethlehem to kill the infant Jesus. The child, 
bearing the hopes and dreams of his parents, and of the homeless and the poor 
everywhere is a threat to the security of the established order! The grief of 
the mothers shadows forth the grief of the women at the foot of the cross. 
How many children today are born amidst the devastation caused by human 
conflicts, victims of the fears and hates of their elders? The Prince of 
Peace continues to suffer and die in each little one who is maimed and killed 
in our day (Matthew 25:40; 18:5). As we celebrate Christmas, we think of 
children arrested and tortured in South Africa, abandoned in the cities of 
Latin America, living in acute insecurity in the Gulf, in Afghanistan, in 
Central America and in so many other parts of our tortured world. But we 
celebrate Christmas also with joy because we remember that then hope was born, 
and hope is alive today. 


The Herods of this world cannot win. Hope and life were laid in the manger in 
Bethlehem, set in history. In that manger, in the midst of a world of 
violence, the rule of love is affirmed. The worship of the shepherds and the 
adoration of the wise men, and the shelter given to the Holy Family in Egypt 
(Matthew 2:13-15), mark love's response to him who "came to serve and not to 
be served" (Mark 10:45). 


We can celebrate Christmas as a festival of hope because, in the family, in 
our churches, in our expressions of responsible solidarity with the least of 
these his brothers and sisters, we already reflect in a small way the love of 
God that is manifested in the manger in Bethlehem. May this Christmas call us 
specifically to the service of the children in God's world. May it enable us 
to take a look at our society from the children's angle. 


How does the law protect them, how does the social structure defend them, how 
do our health and education programmes benefit them, how do we open up for 
them prospects of hope? And let us also ask ourselves how we may learn from 
them to love life, to believe in the future, to dream of a better tomorrow. 
[over] 


christmas/2 


May our prayers and offerings at this time support the work of those who seek 
to help in those situations of oppression in which the first to suffer are the 
little ones. May our churches review their priorities in that light. 


May our families welcome not just our own children but also those children 
throughout the world who seem forsaken but are God's children as much as ours. 


"Por to us a child is born, 
to us a son is given; 
and the government will be upon his shoulder 
and his name will be called 
‘Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.' 
Of the increase of his government 
and of peace 
there will be no end, 
upon the throne of David, and over his kingdom, 
to establish it, and to uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness 
from this time forth and for evermore. 
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this." (Tsaiah 9:6f) 


May God in Christ richly bless you. [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘European Church Message on Disarmament’ EPS 87.10.116 


This is excerpted from a "Message on Disarmament" by the Presidium of the 
Conference of European Churches. 


The Presidium ... note with satisfaction and hope that a first step on 
disarmament is about to be achieved. Christians look forward to a successful 
formal treaty between the USA and the USSR on the destruction of middle-range 
nuclear missiles in Europe and on a comprehensive ban on chemical weapons. 
This is a promising moment. It should direct joint efforts towards further 
advances in securing peace among nations. It calls for responsible behaviour 
by all states in the European area, and it calls for responsible awareness 
among all the churches in Europe. ... 


The European states should now take their own initiatives for common security 
and security partnership. They should not only watch the negotiations of the 
super-powers, but encourage negotiations on conventional disarmament, 
reduction of short range and intercontinental missiles; on a comprehensive 
test ban and prevention of the extension of the arms race into outer space; 

and on serious measures to limit the arms trade. ... The European churches 
have a special responsibility. ... The churches should not leave these vital 
concerns to individuals or small groups only, but must themselves become 
actively involved. The Conference of European Churches invites its member 


churches to take an active part in the preparatory process for the European 
Convocation on "Peace with Justice" in May 1989, 


Europe has the responsibility and the capacity to make a real contribution 
towards a nuclear-free and peaceful world. The wealth of our countries 
should not be used to build arsenals of deadly weapons, but rather to help the 
poorer countries, thus contributing to greater social justice in the world. 
New ways should be explored to build more confidence between East and West. 


The overcoming of the threat against humanity ... has to be a central concern 
of all. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW: ‘The Church Among the Miskitos of Nicaragua’ EPS 87.10.1117 


This is excerpted from the October newsletter of Cepad (the Evangelical 
Committee for Aid to Development) in Nicaragua. 


-.. The Miskitos are a deeply religious people. The Moravian and Catholic 
church buildings which sit in the middle of their villages symbolize the 
centrality of the Christian faith in their lives. Within their communal 
decision-making structure, the pastor bears great authority. Religious 
leaders among the Miskitos have played a key role in keeping the spirits of 
their communities high during the difficult years past. As the communities 
have begun to reconstruct their lives along the [Coco] river, the activism of 
religious leaders has increased to meet the demand for inspired leadership. 


In a June meeting for reflection on their current mission, over 100 pastors 
from all along the river met in Waspan, and decided to form pastoral teams 
which would travel the river, visiting isolated communities, assessing needs 
and exercising a pastoral presence. In June and July, these teams travelled 
upriver and downriver from Waspan, risking their lives as they made their way 
past armed indigenous groups and Honduran soldiers. ... 


On 18 August, in two airplanes chartered from the Nicaraguan government, 66 
evangelical leaders flew from Managua to Puerto Cabezas. For most of those 
aboard, it was their first trip to a region of their country only 400 
kilometres away. Following a brief orientation in Puerto Cabezas, the pastors 
and denominational leaders climbed into a caravan of seven trucks for the 
three-and-a-half-hour trip overland to Waspan. The vast expanse of grassland 
and struggling immature pine trees, through which the convoy drove, bore 
sombre testimony to the scarce remains of what were once great pine forests. 


Arriving in Waspan at sundown, the delegation was greeted by a marching band 
of children from the village school. With only two days of practice, drums 
borrowed from Puerto Cabezas, and home-made batons for twirling, the children 
escorted their guests through the darkening streets until, after more than 
half-an-hour, they arrived at the Cepad office. There the visitors were 
served dinner, afterwards assembling in the ruins of the Catholic church for 
an ecumenical worship service. 


Only one wall of the church stands today; against that backdrop, Nicaraguans 
from two distinct cultures gathered to praise God - in Miskito and Spanish - 
for the new life along the Wanki [Coco River]. Some 60 pastors from almost 
40 river communities were present, each bringing greetings from their village. 


.-. Off in the darkness, Cepad's generator droned away, powering the bare 
light bulbs illuminating the service. In the meagre circles of light, giant 
insects swooped among the faithful. Visitors from far and near spent the 
night in improvised accommodations in the Catholic parsonage and other 
buildings. After bathing in nearby rivers in the morning, another service 
was held, this one in the makeshift Moravian church. 


Like its Catholic counterpart, the Moravians' church building was destroyed 
when the community was abandoned. Today, with a tin roof and dirt floors, 
the melodic strains of imported religious tunes combined with Miskito lyrics 
to fill the temporary structure and flow out through the village. ... [After] 
the ecumenical service, participants walked down to the Wanki, passing houses 
under construction in the morning sun. On the bank of the river, everyone - 
Miskitos and Espafioles, Catholics and Evangelicals - joined hands to sing 
hymns and then pray for peace. In Miskito and Spanish, their united voices 
floating across the waters which are home to the Miskito people, thanks were 
given to God for bringing the communities home, at last. ... [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Park Kyung-Seo: ‘The Church and Changes in South Korea’ EPS 87.10.118 


This is from a speech (Stuttgart, 3 October) to German and Swiss journalists 
who had visited South Korea. Park, a South Korean, is Asia secretary with the 
jnter—church aid commission (CICARWS) of the World Council of Churches. 


... When missionaries are linked with colonial powers, then inevitably the 
pastoral side of the churches’ role is over-emphasised to the detriment of the 
prophetic role. However, in ... Korea the missionaries from America often 
gave their blessings and silently endorsed the actions of their Korean 
brothers and sisters when they adopted a role in support of the people's 
griefs and anger. 


So Protestantism in Korea confirmed from its very beginning an independent 
movement from Japanese colonialism as an essential and vital part of the 
churches' life. AS an example, Christian leaders took the initiative to 
mobilise people's resistance on 1 March 1919 against colonialism. This unique 
tradition has been lasting up to the present day. The struggle for justice, 
peace and human dignity has always been upheld as a major part of the 
churches' mission. 


One of the remarkable things which has happened during the long process of the 
liberation struggle in Korea has been the common witnessing between the 
various religions, widening the ecumenical movement to include not only Roman 
Catholic and Protestant, but also the Buddhists and Confucianists together, 
providing a good lesson for other third-world countries, and a model of 
oneness in a common struggle, namely for justice, peace and human dignity. 


This common witness and proclamation of the good news, namely one God who 
reigns over human history, and this common confession and struggle may be 
perceived as one of the goals of the ecumenical movement, especially for Asia 
where ... [most] Christians live side by side with people of other religions. 


Beside the churches one should recognise fully the everlasting student 
movement and the workers' and peasants’ movements; dismissed intellectuals 
from universities, high schools, and primary schools; and dismissed 
journalists. It is very important to know that the National Coalition for 
Democracy in Korea is so well supported by various social pressure groups. 
This type of full participation from various interested groups can be regarded 


as an instrument of people's participation, to which one should give full 
Support and encouragement. ... 


For Koreans it is of minor interest to know who will be the next president. 
Of much greater interest for them is to have a special further promotion of 
democratization, in the form of fair, wncorrupt, and direct elections. This 
exercise will be a first experience for everybody during modern times. To 
ensure this fair election the churches have been recruiting 30,000 observers, 


mostly women, and they are also organising various programmes for the 
conscientization of the people. 


In the light of these programmes and activities of the churches I would dare 
to say, in Korea more than a million are prepared to stand for the struggle 
and to fight against injustice and any kind of manipulations of the 
government. By and large, the nation will move as a whole towards 
democratization and no one will dare to interfere with this major trend, even 
among the military circles, because it will be impossible in view of the 
considerably higher degree of conscientization and awareness of the people 
than formerly. Consequently it will be extremely difficult for any kind of 
manipulation by those in power to succeed. Even so, Koreans realise that the 
achievement of democracy ... [is a] long process ... just begun. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Ninan Koshy: ‘Ecumenical Social Thought on JPIC (I)' EPS 87.10.119 


This is excerpted from a review of the past 60 years of ecumenical social 
thought on issues of "justice, peace, and the integrity of creation" (JPIC). 
Koshy is international affairs director at the World Council of Churches. 


... There is a close relationship between the evolution of social thought and 
the various stages in the ecumenical movement. One of the formative impulses 
for the ecumenical movement was the emergence of the awareness that it was the 
common task of the churches to contribute to the solution of the social 
problems of modern society. 


On the other hand, the influence of the WCC as a source of inspiration for its 
member churches towards a greater awareness of their social and political 
responsibility in the modern world has to be recognized. 


The first universal Christian Conference on Life and Work held in Stockholm in 
1925 became the starting point for the development of a new tradition of 
ecumenical social thought in the course of the following decades. A closer 
reading of the message of the conference reveals that the basic orientation of 
the meeting was broader and more profound than suggested in the common 
identification of the Stockholm conference with the social gospel theology. 


The message of the Stockholm Conference begins with a call to repentance, and 
with the invitation of the churches to dedicate themselves anew under the 
cross of Jesus Christ to the task of witnessing to the power of his Gospel in 
all realms of life, in industry, society, politics and international 
relations. The message makes it clear that Christian action in and for the 
world is an integral part of the witness of the church to the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. Here is the continuing significance of the legacy of the Stockholm 
conference. 


From early times the WCC has made pronouncements and described its concepts on 
justice, peace, etc. Such descriptions have been presented or, more often, 
perceived as visions of society, criteria of society and blueprints of ideal 
society. Sometimes in a rather limiting way they have also been presented as 
framework and point of co-ordination for the diverse programmes of the WCC. 


In general, these descriptions represented particular stages of evolution of 
ecumenical social thought. The uniqueness of the [1983 WCC Sixth Assembly in] 
Vancouver call [to the WCC to “engage member churches in a conciliar process 
of mutual commitment (covenant) to justice, peace, and the integrity of 
creation"] is that while it builds on this evolving social thought, it breaks 
out of it into something new. 


Ecumenical social thought has always developed in intimate relationship with 
changing historical circumstances. This is only natural because each stage 
reflects an attempt to find responses to challenges of the times, represents 
new forms of obedience and also new ways of stating them. 


Conference on Church State and Communit Oxford 1939) reflected almost 
exclusively the concerns, hopes and anxieties of the churches in Europe and 
North America. Central to the thinking at Oxford was a new Christian 
understanding of the state and responsible use of power. 


Building on the basis of Oxford but responding equally to the new situation 


after World War II at the Amsterdam Assembly (1948), the concept of the 
"responsible society" emerged and this served as the basic framework of 


democratic order, based on the recognition of essential human rights. [over] 
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In the sixties, especially in the context of the studies on "Areas of Rapid 
Social Change", challenges came mainly from Asia and Latin America, calling 
into question the theological, economic and political assumptions underlying 
the concept of the responsible society. The Geneva conference on Church and 
Society in 1966 was the symbol of this challenge. The conference served as a 
catalyst by bringing together the main elements of ecumenical discussion on 
social and political ethics since Oxford. 


The continuing concerns around which ecumenical social thought evolved could 
be identified: war and peace, social and economic justice, human rights, 
racism, question of violence and legitimacy of rebellion or revolution, 
church-state relations, etc. 


However, by the late sixties there is a clear change from study to action, 
translating the consolidated consensus into specific initiatives for change. A 
further change which can be observed is related to the three central elements 
embraced by the concept of responsible society: freedom, justice, and order. 


While in earlier phases the primary emphasis was placed on the concern of 
freedom and order, the central notion since the Uppsala Assembly has become 
justice in its economic, social and political dimensions, and the concern for 
freedom is now being expressed in terms of “human dignity”. 


After the [WCC] Nairobi [Fifth] Assembly (1975) ecumenical social thought 
expressed in a new way the vision of a society through "Just, Participatory 
and Sustainable Society (JPSS). It was an attempt "to offer to the ecumenical 
movement at large a reflection on the shape of society which could command the 
effort and commitment of Christians in the immediate future and to search for 
a point of integration and coherence for the work of the WCC". 


There were several important areas of enquiry which the JPSS pursued: 


- interpretation of the world political situation, discerning the signs of 
the times and the understanding of the biblical tradition in the context of 
the cultural and religious heritage; 


- reaffirming the centrality of justice, deepening its explication and 


further study of the question of sustainability in relation to the struggle 
for justice; 


- deepening the analysis and interpretation of the issue of power and justice 
in relation to the various understandings and practices of democracy, with 
particular emphasis on the concepts of equality and participation; 


- the issue of Christian responsibility and ecumenical solidarity in facing 
the structure of political power. 


The report of the JPSS Advisory Committee said on the promise of the messianic 
kingdom "Christians believe that the whole world is God's creation, 
continuously being renewed by the power of redemption and living under the 
promise of God's kingdom, the reign of peace and justice. Christians believe 


Ee ats human beings are part of a dynamic pointing towards the messianic 
ngdom .... 


"While Christians claim no monopoly, they live under a special call to 
obedience, to engage with other people in a search for the common aim: justice 


on earth, manifested in peaceful community of all humankind in which every 
human being finds true fulfilment of life". [EPS] 


———EE 


ECUVIEW/Raymond Fung: 'Servanthood and Accountability’ EPS 87.10.120 


This is the conclusion of this year's annual sermon, “No Longer Servant", for 
the Church Missionary Society (London, 21 September). Fung is evangelism 
secretary at the World Council of Churches. 


... This concept of accountability is fundamentally the biblical concept of 
God's covenant with us. It does not assume equality of power in the parties 
concerned, neither is its goal a balancing of power. It does not speak the 
language of servant/master, nor of power. 


It speaks about each being accountable to the other. It assumes that all the 
parties are inextricably bound in togetherness. Accountability assumes a 
relationship of fundamental oneness. It does not speak about parties being 
equal on power. It speaks of each party being accountable to the other. 


What I am trying to say is that God's covenant with us requires that 
Christians and churches become accountable to people outside the churches. 
That we give an account of ourselves to the world, especially to people of no 
account. People who do not count at all. For God through his covenant has 
made himself accountable to humanity. 


Practically, this means that Christians must cultivate a permanent awareness 
that people outside of the churches are our "constituencies", though they do 
not have membership, no votes in our business sessions, they do not pay our 
salaries and bills. 


They are the ones to whom the church must report itself and explain its belief 
and action. The church declares it is in covenant with the world. 


Such a declaration on the part of the church of course does not mean mutual 
accountability. The church being accountable to the world does not mean that 
the world accepts accountability to the church. 


Accountability does not require reciprocity on the part of the other party. 
But accountability fulfilled does give one the right to challenge the other, 
without threat, without shame, "I have done my part. Have you done yours?" 


The church's unilateral declaration of accountability to those outside of the 
church forces the issue. It rules out Christian indifference. It also 
asserts that humanity's salvation and liberation is a matter between them and 
their God. 


But as far as the church is concerned, if we wish to declare the Good News 
that God has made himself accountable to humanity today, then the church must 
be willing to be so accountable: "No longer servants" — "no longer masters." 


So, as friends, as equals, the church approaches the world. What do we have 
to communicate? What is the Good News? What is the Good News in "no longer 
servant"? 


The Good News is found in the words that Jesus communicated to everyone who 
drew near him: "Take up your own cross and follow me!" 


For a long time, I failed to understand this as good news. I had been reading 
it in the capacity of servant. In that capacity, I heard a call to suffering 
and sacrifice. But having heard "no longer servant", I have learnt to hear it 
in the language of accountability. [over] 
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Take up your own cross and follow me is no longer a call to pain and 
suffering. It is an invitation to the companionship of Jesus. An invitation 
to community with fellow followers. An offering of direction. And a 
rejection of self-pity. A call to do great things with Jesus. A challenge 
that will make joyful sense to men and women today. 


It is the good news that in the footsteps of Jesus and in the company of the 
church, a person is and can be responsible for his or her life and for that of 


others. 


One half of the world believes that a person is responsible for his or her own 
destiny. You are poor because you are lazy. You are unemployed because you 
are no good. The other half of the world believes that a person is not 
responsible for his or her own destiny. "Big Brother knows what is best for 
you." You are out on the streets. Because you are a victim of society. 


But when Jesus issues the call to personal responsibility, he takes it out of 
the realm of law and places it in the realm of grace, "With Jesus, in the 
fellowship of his followers, you are and can be responsible for your life and 
indeed for the world." Will this not speak to the poor and the marginalized, 
the alienated in our troubled cities, our deprived countryside, and indeed the 
affluent suburb? 


"No longer servant": The prodigal son, you will recall, also has heard this 
announcement. He had left his home. He had gone to worship and serve the god 
of Mammon. Eventually he discovered its falsity. He wanted to come home. He 
declared his intention to be servant to his clan. He was accepted home. But 
not as servant. 


I have been thinking about evangelization in Britain, in Europe. Perhaps in 
this expression "no longer servant" we may find a key. Will Europe once again 
come home through the humble service of a “servant" church? 


Will Europe come home through the rich offerings of a "master" church? Or 
will the evangelization, or re-evangelization, of Europe come about first 


through its own awakening to the falsity of mammon? There are signs of this 
happening. 


Should this awakening come, if it does at that stage, it will be crucial for 
the evangelization of Europe whether the Christian church behaves like the 
father or ... like the elder son. The obedient, long-suffering and righteous 
elder son is prepared to accept his brother home as a servant. No question 
about it. But he would as surely lose him in the end. 


But the Good News is that the father steps out, embraces his younger son, 
contradicts the secular surrender of his younger. son. Repudiates' the 
religious righteousness of his elder son - "no longer servant" — and then 
secures the prodigal son's return. 


No longer servant. I dare echo the words of Christ Jesus. It is not a cry of 
triumph. Nor a shout of defiance. I dare echo the word out of a sense of 


simple, straightforward sense of my own limitation and the limitation of the 
Christian church. 


I dare echo the word in response to what I sense to be the aspirations of © 
humanity today, and above all, out of a strong desire to have a closer walk 


with men and women today, outside and inside the churches, and a closer walk 
with my God. [EPS] 
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ECUVIEW: ‘Negative Aspects of Contemporary Religions’ EPS 87.10.121 


This is excerpted from a declaration, "Opting for the Poor — the Challenge to 
the Universal Religions", issued by a group of Hindus, Muslims, Christians, 
and Buddhists which met in Colombo (23-29 August) under the auspices of the 
Ecumenical Institute for Study and Dialogue. Participants came from Sri 
Lanka, Mexico, Pakistan, India, and the United Kingdon. 


--- One of the issues we had to deal with was religious fundamentalism. 
Fundamentalism is an attempt to have a direct link with the primordial 
experience and therefore claims to be ideologically neutral. It claims that, 
since it is a direct link with the liberative source of religion, it is free 
of all bias. It claims to express the undiluted truths of the particular 
religion. 


Fundamentalism is a phenomenon common to all religions today and one of the 
reasons why it has proved to be popular in various parts of the world is that 
it claims to take away from the people the necessity to make ideological 
options. However, while claiming to be non-ideological, it has a very clear 
and definite ideology. Fundamentalism, in fact, is very much a political 
force in all religions. In almost every instance it takes a clear stand with 
the status quo and strengthens the structures of existing society. ... 


We also have to recognise certain aspects of religion which can have a 
negative impact on the liberation of the poor. Karma and rebirth are Vedic 
Hindu concepts which have taken deep root in the [Indian religious 
consciousness. These concepts generally work in favour of a theology of 
domination. People attribute their suffering to their Karma. The 
consequence is a culture of "inaction and waiting". There have been several 
revolts in Indian tradition against these concepts in an attempt to justify an 
active struggle of justice and liberation. 


In Buddhism, Karma and rebirth are understood differently. They do not stand 
in the way of liberation and they have a positive, vital role to play. In 
the Buddhist understanding all the circumstances of life are not determined by 
Karma and one can overcome the ill effects of Karma by the way in which one 
acts now. It is a principle of action which changes the future. In 
Christianity and Islam the will of God has been likewise misinterpreted in a 
fatalistic manner. 


Rebirth is interpreted quite often in various religions to mean _ the 
possibility of renewal. The possibility of understanding the concepts of 
Karma and rebirth not as forces which keep us tied down to a particular 
condition of life but as forces which impel us to greater effort both on our 
own behalf and on behalf of society must engage the earnest study and 
attention of the religions. Similarly in Christianity the concept of the 
Kingdom of God is interpreted in wholly individualistic and other worldly 
terms and denuded of its social, this-worldly implications. 


Another apparently negative feature of some religions is the concept of purity 
and pollution. Even the shadow of an untouchable is considered polluting. 
Women are said to be polluted and untouchable and this militates against their 


liberation. 


Caste (Varna system) is another oppressive system legitimised by Brahmanic 
Hinduism. It has been challenged by the Dalits in recent times in their 
struggle for liberation. Even after conversions to other religions, such as 
Buddhism, Islam and Christianity, this caste discrimination persists. ... 
Where religious sentiments are employed to divide persons from one another, 
... true religion [must] identify evil and call it by that name. ... [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Sam Kobia: ‘Aspects of the Church's Work in Kenya’ EPS 87.10.122 


Kobia is the new general secretary of the National Council of Churches of 
Kenya. This is excerpted from his acceptance address to the NCCK General 


Assembly in Limuru, 24 September. 


... The council cannot afford to have a weak mission programme because that 
would be tantamount to having a big body with a weak backbone. 


Insofar as politics affect the well-being of Christians and non-Christians 
alike, we consider it part of our ministry to be concerned about it, to 
reflect and meditate upon it and through prayer seek God's guidance and the 
inspiration of the Holy Spirit on how to speak out on it. 


Considering that Christians are at the same time citizens, and taking into 
account that churches are social institutions functioning alongisde others 
within the nation, it follows that political issues are an integral part of 
our ministry and therefore cannot be separated from the centrality of 
Christian witness and mission. 


It would be fruitless effort on our part as Christians in this country if we 
only sought to heal the hearts of people without concerning ourselves with the 
structures and conditions under which their hearts are sick. We ought to 
concern ourselves more with the material uses, than with the psychological 
symptoms of problems in society. 


We intend to challenge the member churches to renew their biblical concern for 
a just society; seeking to balance their development efforts by paying 
sufficient attention to both faith and practice and being prepared to 
participate in debates and activities related to the changes needed in the 
economic, political, social and cultural structures of the nation. 


Our theology will be rooted firmly in the realities of our contemporary Kenya 
and Africa in general. We will initiate and provide a forum for debates on 
issues of national importance, as well as on international affairs. 


Women are not only in the majority but are pillars of our churches. Women 
feed the nation and uphold and keep the families together. How can the 
Christian mission enhance the capacity of women to play an even greater role 
in church and society and be more recognized for what they do? 


The church must be concerned about education as it lays down the foundation 
for the future leadership of the country. Environmental degradation is a 
challenge that churches cannot afford to keep away from. God calls us to be 
the custodians of the entire creation. 


As Kenya establishes more and more institutions of higher learning, the church 


will need to prepare its workers so as to communicate and relate effectively 
with an educated and sophisticated society. ... 


The time for youth to participate in the affairs of the society and therefore 
of the church is now. ... The church should spare no efforts in its search for 
combating unemployment amongst youth. The solutions of this problem call for 


concerted efforts by all of us - the government, the church and other 
organizations. ... 


Apartheid is the most critical moral issue in the world today. We will seek : 


ways of expressing solidarity with our brothers and sisters in their struggles 
for peace and justice in South Africa and Namibia. ... We wish to TAT: © ocpigin AR 
declaring that apartheid is heresy. [EPS] 
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EPS coverage advisory: Items on the WCC World Consultation on Resource 
Sharing (EPS 87.06.08, 07.15, 09.27, 09.49), 24-31 October, El Escorial, 
Spain, are planned for the next EPS, to be mailed 5 November. 


New from WCC Publications (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20): 
New Religious Movements and the Churches, edited by Allan Brockway and J. 
Paul Rajashekar (19.90 Swiss francs, 12.50 US dollars, 7.90 UK pounds). 


NOSAR and SANU are periodic collections of articles from the WCC Programme 
to Combat Racism (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20). The first is News on the 
Struggle Against Racism; the second is Southern Africa News Update. 


The Economic Basis of Racism is the latest (#24) in the series of reports 


PCR Information series from the WCC Programme to Combat Racism (Box 66, 
CH-1211 Geneva 20). 


A situation report (#50) on Lebanon (22 September) is available from 
WCC/CICARWS Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


Europe is the focus of the current (September) issue of the WCC Youth 
Newsletter (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20). 


The September issue of the newsletter of the WCC Refugee Service (Box 66, 


CH-1211 Geneva 20) focuses on voluntary repatriation of refugees in Central 
America. 


Most of the September issue of Common Concern, quarterly of the World YWCA (37 


Quai Wilson, 1201 Geneva) is about the recent World YWCA Council [EPS 
87.09.57]. 


In EPS 87.09.63, delete the sentence in parentheses ("DELK Landesprobst 


etc."). In EPS 87.10.46, at the end of line 3, change "spurred" to 
"spurned", 


EPS appears 45 times a year. This issue was printed 21 October. The next 
is scheduled for 5 November. EPS deadlines are usually Mondays at 8h00 GMT. 


On request, EPS will send headlines by telex or telefax. Then you can ask 
(and pay) for full texts. 
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WCC ANTI—RACISM GRANTS: Ecumenical Press 
56 GROUPS GET US$539,000 Service 87.11.01 


GENEVA - The 1987 grants to 55 groups from the Special Fund to Combat Racism 
of the World Council of Churches total 539,000 US dollars [EPS 87.11.42]. 


More than half the amount goes to four groups active in southern Africa. 
Swapo, the main group fighting South African-rule in Namibia, is to receive 
115,000 for "humanitarian assistance ... to the Namibian displaced people both 
inside and outside Namibia." 


Three groups working against white-minority domination in South Africa share 
155,000, with most (110,000) going to the African National Congress, for 
refugee assistance. The Pan Africanist Congress of Azania is to receive 
35,000, also for work with refugees outside South Africa. The South African 
Congress of Trade Unions is to receive 10,000 for publicity/information work. 


All four of the southern African organizations, as about two-thirds of the 
recipients, have received Special Fund grants before. Money for the fund 
comes from designated contributions by WCC members, congregations, ecumenical 
councils, church agencies, anti-racism groups, and governments. Grants were 
approved by the WCC Executive Committee in September [EPS 87.10.01]. 


Including this year's grants, 7,445,500 US dollars has been distributed 
through the fund since the first grants in 1970, an annual average of 
413,639. Grants totalled 400,000 US dollars each year in 1986 and 1984. The 
1985 total was 396,000. Grants (to "groups of the racially oppressed" and 
"support groups") roughly equal yearly contributions to the fund. 


Among criteria for grants [EPS 85.09.65] are that the "purpose of the 
organizations not be in conflict with the general purposes of the WCC", and 
that they be spent on "humanitarian activities". Grants are "without control 
of the manner in which they are spent." Some past grants, notably in 1978 to 
groups fighting the white-dominated government of pre-independence Zimbabwe, 
prompted some negative church reaction, notably in Europe and North America. 


Four Asian groups are to receive grants. In Taiwan, the 1000 US dollars for 
the Mountain Work Committee is for its work in "awareness building" and 
training youth and women as leaders. 


In Japan, the National Conference of Minority People is to receive 5000 
especially for its travel budget; the National Christian Coalition on Alien 
Registration Law Issues, 2000 to help its work for a "complete revision" of 
the fingerprinting requirements for aliens; and the Japan Anti-Apartheid 
Committee, 5000 for research into economic and other links between Japan and 
South Africa, and to "mobilize public awareness and opinion" on such issues. 


Three groups in Australia are to receive Special Fund money - Western Desert 
Land Council (5000) for its fund to help "Aborigines to quickly occupy sacred 
sites in danger of being taken by exploration companies", and for travel, 
communications, and consultation fees; Aboriginal Advisory Group (7000) for 
work emphasizing "urgent land-rights issues"; and Campaign Against Racial 
Exploitation (2000) for newsletter, office, lobbying, and scholarship costs. 


In New Zealand, money goes to Kai Mohio Kai Marama Trust (5000) its "Land 
History of Aotearoa", reflecting a point of view from experience of Maori 
people (descendants of the country's first inhabitants); and Hart Aotearoa 
(2000), a "mainly white, anti-racism organization”. [over] 


per/2 


In Europe, two “groups of the racially oppressed" are receiving money the 
first time. One, Initiative Black Germans (10,000), is an FRG (West German) 
group whose aim is to “combat racism in German society in all its forms". 


The other, Association of Black Clergy (6000), a UK group, is “relevant in 
social and political matters, ecumenical and radical in social and theological 
outlook, activist as it is engaged in changing the structures in church and 
society towards racial justice, multi-faith as it recognizes that fundamental 
racism in the UK is a lack of respect for other religions." 


Three groups in Brazil are first-time Special Fund recipients - National 
Ecumenical Commission to Combat Racism (6000), Institute for Research of Black 
Cultures (5000), and Indigenous Women's Education Group (10,000). 


The first is a Methodist-sponsored group focusing on “black and indigenous 
movements in their struggle against racism." The second "denounces the 
genocide and racial discrimination against the black population, which the 
government has instituted throughout its judiciary, police-military, and 
communication network." Money to the third is for “educational programs, 
paying attention to making women aware of their rights in their society." 


In Canada, two groups are new to the list - Native Women's Association 
(7000), and Native Peoples Support Group of Newfoundland and Laborador (2000). 


Money for the first is to help pay for its participants in the World Council 
of Indigenous People and the Fifth Session of the UN Working Group on 
Indigenous Populations. Money for the second is for "public education and 


research concerning the impact of military low-level flight training in 
Labrador and Quebec." 


There are seven US first-time grant recipients. 


People United to Lead the Struggle for Equality (4000) works with Haitian 
immigrants in Miami. Southern Organization for Sisters Networking (5000) 
opposes “internalized oppression [which] has been a major obstacle to African 
American women organizing in the [US] south." Uhane-Kahea (5000) works to 
"protect the rights of Native Hawaiians." The World Council of Indigineous 
Peoples (4000), is to receive a grant for its office in the US state of Hawaii. 


The other three new US recipients are support groups - Columbia River Indian 
Litigation Committee (5000 for its legal work for Indian rights in the US 
northwest), Coalition for a New Foreign Policy (10,000 for a campaign to stop 
US aid to Unita, a group fighting the government of Angola), and Southern 
Africa Program of the American Friends Service Committee (4000, for its work 
for a "just US foreign policy in southern Africa.") 


Other support groups receiving grants for the first time are: 


the Association of Western European Parliamentarians for Action Against 
Apartheid (Netherlands, 10,000) for its network of about 1000 West European 
and North American parliamentarians committed to work against "racism, 
oppression, and aggression" in southern Africa. 


All Faiths For One Race (UK, 6000) for its work, including “racism—awareness 
weekends," film shows, musical evenings, and transport for school children, 


the unemployed, and the elderly to an "Anne Frank Exhibition" it is 
coordinating in Birmingham. [EPS] 


PACIFIC WOMEN MEET ON Ecumenical Press 
"CARING FOR CREATION’ Service 87.11.02 


NUKU'ALOFA (Tonga) - More than 40 women from 15 Pacific countries met here (23 
September-2 October) to discuss "Caring for God's Creation". 


This Pacific consultation on justice, peace, and the integrity of creation 
(JPIC) was organized by the Sub-Unit on Women of the World Council of Churches 
in collaboration with the Tonga National Council of Churches and the Pacific 
regional office of the World YWCA. It was part of a series organized by the 
sub-unit to "highlight the women's perspective" on JPIC issues. 


In her keynote address, Suliana Siwatibau, director of energy in Fiji, urged 
Pacific church women to be "active advocates and peace makers", to be 
"non-violently active against injustice" in living out their faith. 


Small groups focused on six concerns -—- a "nuclear-free and independent 
Pacific" (including such issues as nuclear testing, self-determination, land 
rights, and racism), environment (deforestation, pollution caused by the 
dumping of wastes by foreign countries; pesticides, population growth), 
information and communication (networking, training of women), women in 
politics and policy-making, economy (tourism, migration, small industries), 
and family: life (violence against women, alcohol and other drugs, migration, 
effects of video on youth). 


Other parts of the programme include worship and Bible study; "exposure 
visits" to villages where participants met people doing farmwork and making 
handicrafts; sessions where cultures and insights were shared through singing, 
dancing, mime, and drama; and a Pacific banquet. 


Concluding worship included recitation of the Pacific Women's Creed, put 
together by the consultation drafting group. It includes these lines: 


"We believe that Creation is a gift of God, an expression of our Creator's 
goodness. 


"We believe that the resources of our lands and waters and air are precious 
gifts from our Creator, to be used and looked after with loving care. 


"We believe that there is a rhythm to God's creation, like a drum beat. When 
we lose the beat, or the drum is damaged, the music is out of tune. 


"We believe that as Chritians, we are called to be peacemakers, in order that 
our world and our communities, and each person may experience the true peace 
which God promises us. 


"We believe that this may sometimes mean ‘disturbing the peace', as Jesus did, 
for a purpose -— to restore the purpose of God. 


"We believe that our Pacific ways are also a gift from God. We are invited to 
use the values of our Pacific cultures to build societies of justice and 


peace." [EPS] 


Ecumenical Institute begins 36th graduate session EPS 87.11.03 
CELIGNY (Switzerland) - The Graduate School of Ecumenical Studies, a programme 
of the Ecumenical Institute affiliated with the World Council of Churches and 
the University of Geneva, began its 36th session at Chateau de Bossey here (14 
October). The 60-plus students come from 35 countries, and most Christian 
traditions. Theme of the session is "The Unity and the Mission of the 
Church". The graduate programme runs through next February. [EPS] 


Nicaragua: contras reportedly abduct two clergy on commission EPS 87.11.04 
WASLALA — According to a report from William Wipfler, human-rights director of 
the [US] National Council of Churches, the contras (forces fighting the 
Nicaraguan government) adbudcted two ordained ministers from here (Enrique 
Blandon, Roman Catholic; and Gustavo Adolfo, Adventist) after inviting them, 
as members of a peace commission in the area, to meet them for a dialogue. 
Wipfler reports the contras said (16 October) they would execute the two the 
next morning (and also release two members of Roman Catholic religious 
communities they had also abducted.) Salvador Schlafer Berg, Roman Catholic 
bishop of Bluefields, appealed for their release. [EPS] 


Hong Kong: church groups back direct elections EPS 87.11.05 
HONG KONG - Seventeen church groups have joined an alliance of 154 
organizations at a mass rally calling for early direct elections to the UK 
colony's Legislative Council. (Hong Kong is scheduled to revert to Chinese 
control in mid-1997.) The alliance's manifesto asks that at least 20 percent 
of the legislators be directly elected mext year. Rally attendance was 
estimated at about 10,000. [EPS] 


Philippines: bishop acts to avert ‘trade war' EPS 87.11.06 
ILIGAN CITY - Union of Catholic Asian News says (10 October) Fernando Capalla, 
Roman Catholic bishop here, has organized a "Muslim-—Christian friendship 
group" to avoid a "trade war" between merchants of the two religions. [EPS] 


Malaysia: ban on Indonesian—language New Testament decried EPS 87.11.07 
KUALA LUMPUR - Union of Catholic Asian News reports (10 October) a possible 
ban in Malaysia on an Indonesian translation of the New Testament has prompted 
Christian leaders' "disappointment and concern". The national languages of 
Malaysia and Indonesia are similar, and Christian groups have been importing 
the translation, the Alkitab. A 1982 Malaysian law permits Christians to use 
it, but some Muslim leaders have objected. They say some terms in it are 
Islamic, and will therefore confuse Muslims (who are about half the country's 
16 million people; Christians are about six percent.) A spokesperson for the 
Christian Federation of Malaysia says the Alkitab is "the authentic source and 
authoritative basis" for Christians' doctrine and practice, and is to them 
"what the Koran is to Muslims". [EPS] 


Pope speaks of Ukrainian Catholics' ‘incontestable right" EPS 87.11.08 
ROME - Speaking at the end of September to a meeting here of Ukrainian 
Catholic bishops in exile, Pope John Paul spoke of the "incontestable right to 
honour God in conformity with one's own conscience." He said the church wants 
"your brothers and sisters in the homeland to be able to realise their 
Christian vocation in full liberty, honouring God publicly ... in their own 
rite, in union with their own pastors and the bishop of Rome." Just after 
World War II, Eastern-rite Roman Catholics in the Ukraine became part of the 
Russian Orthodox Church, an incorporation which their counterparts outside the 
Soviet Union reject as having been the result of government coercion. [EPS] 


Mennonite World Conference to meet in 1990 on witness EPS 87.11.09 

FILADELFIA (Paraguay) - The General Council of the Mennonite World Conference, 
meeting here, chose "Witnessing to Christ in Today's World" as the theme for 
the next MWC, in Winnipeg (Manitoba/Canada) in 1990. Another item discussed 
by the council was the attendance by MWC Executive Secretary Paul Kraybill at 
a day-long gathering of representatives of the world's religions to pray for 
peace. The October 1986 meeting in Assisi was called by Pope John Paul [EPS 
86.10.121]. Mennonite opinion on Kraybill's attendance is divided. MWC 
President Ross Bender said Kraybill was urged to attend by the MWC Executive 
Committee. Kraybill emphasized that during the event representatives of each 


religion prayed separately, and thus avoided what some might have considered 
an unacceptable mixing of religions. [EPS] 


Shell says it has no ‘secret plan" to counter boycott EPS 87.11.10 

HOUSTON (Texas/USA) - Shell Oil Company, the US affiliate of the Royal 
Dutch/Shell Group (RDSG), denied charges by the Interfaith Center on Corporate 
Responsibility [EPS 87.10.55] that Shell had a "secret plan" to counteract a 
boycott of Shell products by foes of Shell activities in South Africa. A 
Statement (here, 5 October) from John Wright, Shell manager of media 
relations, says the company "emphatically denies having a secret plan or 
campaign, contrary to what any group may say. Our only strategy from the 
beginning of this boycott has been to communicate the truth openly, honestly, 
and responsibly, and to defend ourselves against distortions and 
misrepresentation of our position." Wright also said Shell South Africa, the 
RDSG affiliate operating in South Africa, "totally condemns apartheid". [EPS] 


Role of women noted as key issue in global RC bishops meeting EPS 87.11.11 
ROME - According to Religious News Service (12 October) at last month's 
meeting at the Vatican of Roman Catholic bishops from around the world, "by 
far the overriding theme dominating" its early days was the "place of women in 
the church". John May, Roman Catholic archbishop of St Louis, and president 
of the [US] National Conference of Catholic Bishops, observed that the issue 
"can no longer be considered an American aberration." [EPS] 


North America: Orthodox jurisdictions in ‘prayer for persecuted’ EPS 87.11.12 
NEW YORK - Two North American Eastern Orthodox jurisdictions, the Orthodox 
Church in America and Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese, joined to 
proclaim October as a "month of prayer for the persecuted". According to an 
OCA report on the month, it "strengthens the solidarity of American Orthodox 
Christians with brothers and sisters persecuted and oppressed in countries 
suffering from dictatorial or totalitarian regimes", and it seeks "bonds of 
sympathy and concern between American Orthodox Christians and those who suffer 
from genocide, terror, and war in societies in which human rights, human 
lives, and human dignity are daily abused and violated." [EPS] 


Italy: Denominations appeal to RC bishops on religious education EPS 87.11.13 

ROME - On behalf of the Federation of Evangelical Churches in Italy (FECI), 
its president, Aurelio Sbaffi, wrote (25 September) to the country's Roman 
Catholic bishops exhorting them to give up "the idea that the teaching of 
Catholic religious education is the heart of state school education, ... [and] 
all attempts to enforce ... attendance at these lessons through unfair means, 
such as making alternative lessons unpalatable." The federation, which groups 
Baptist, Methodist, Reformed (Waldensian), Lutheran, Salvation Army, and other 
Italian minority Christian bodies, also urged the bishops to "give up the 
pretence of identifying the teaching of Catholic doctrine with confessional 
cultural teaching, and accept the principle that confessional religious 
teaching in Europe today must be optional." Regulations governing religious 
instruction in schools have been debated since Roman Catholicism's status as 
Italy's official religion ended in 1984. [Related story: EPS 87.10.34.] [EPS] 


New mission style projected for Japanese Lutherans EPS 87.11.14 
YAMANASHI -— Results of a meeting here of people from the Japan Evangelical 
Lutheran Church with career missionaries and short-term workers from Lutheran 
groups in the USA, Denmark, FRG (West Germany), and Finland, "may lead to a 
greatly altered style of co-operation in mission", according to a report (7 
October) from Asia Lutheran’ Press Services. The group- prepared 
recommendations for a meeting next April of representatives of the Japanese 
Lutherans and overseas partners. [EPS] 


Hungary: RC bishops express concern about high divorce rate EPS 87.11.15 
BUDAPEST - The Roman Catholic bishops here have voiced concern about Hungary's 
high divorce rate. According to Magyar Kurir, a Hungarian church news agency, 
of 73,500 weddings in Hungary in 1985, 28,700 have ended in divorce. [EPS] 


Sri Lanka: government will help reconstruct worship places EPS 87.11.16 
COLOMBO - Chelliah Rajadurai, the Sri Lankan government minister for Hinduism, 
and religious and cultural affairs, said last month that the government would 
assist in rebuilding worship places damaged in fighting between the majority 
Sinhalese and minority Tamils in the country. [EPS] 


Europe: Methodist representatives from 13 countries meet EPS 87.11.17 
HELSINKI - About 80 representatives from 13 European countries attended the 
Consultative Conference of European Methodist Churches, at Karis, near here 
(10-12 September). Theme of the meeting was "The Mission of the Church", with 
case studies from the GDR (East Germany), the Nordic countries, FRG (West 
Germany), Switzerland, Ireland, and Britain. The conference ended with a 
covenant and communion service in the local Lutheran church. Theme for the 
next conference, in 1990, is "The Work of the Holy Spirit and the Sending of 
the Church". [EPS] 


Britain: Methodists launch ‘women's network' EPS 87.11.18 
HARROGATE (England) - The Women's Network of the Methodist Church was launched 
here with worship attended by 800 women from throughout Britain. Network 
marks the coming together of Women's Work and Women's Fellowship — traditional 
avenues for the involvement of British Methodist women - as a national 
umbrella organization. [EPS] 


International League of Religious Socialists meets EPS 87.11.19 
GENEVA - As a result of a decision taken at its meeting here (3-7 September), 
the International League of Religious Socialists has decided to apply for 
associate membership in the London-based Socialist International. "As 
committed religious believers", the group said, "we declare that religious 
faith is not incompatible with socialism." The league also resolved to 
"co-operate in the whole of the process that the World Council of Churches has 
started around the themes of justice, peace, and integrity of creation." The 
league includes members from Europe, the USA, and Latin America. [EPS] 


International, ecumenical meeting of monks, nuns held EPS 87.11.20 

BUCHAREST — Several Romanian monasteries were the sites of this year's 17th 
International and Interconfessional Meeting of Religious (monks and nuns). 
Besides Romania, participants came from Federal Germany, Austria, Belgium, 
Spain, France, Greece, Italy, Switzerland, and Yugoslavia. [EPS] 


Anglican—Lutheran Society holds annual conference EPS 87.11.21 

LONDON —- The Anglican-Lutheran Society held its annual conference (here, 17-18 
September). Theme of the gathering was "Ways of Worship: Meeting Points of 
Anglican and Lutheran Spirituality". The international group, based here, 
seeks to bring Anglicans and Lutherans closer together. Its co-presidents are 


ae eigeige of Grimsby (Church of England) and Visby (Church of Sweden). 
EPS 


Northen Ireland: ecumenical council urges reconciliation EPS 87.11.22 

BELFAST — The Executive Committee of the Irish Council of Churches has urged 
the governments of the United Kingdom and the Republic of Ireland to "do 
everything possible to create conditions in which elected representatives from 
the constitutional parties will be enabled to discuss the long-term problems 
of Northern Ireland, in particular the challenge of shared responsibility." 
In a September statement, the committee called on "all people to grasp with 
courage and vision the opportunities for reconciliation which are now clearly 
available." The ICC includes eight denominations in both Northern Ireland and 


the republic - Anglican, Reformed (2), Moravian, Lutheran, Quaker, Salvation 
Army, and Methodist. [EPS] 


Europe: committee of women's ecumenical forum meets EPS 87.11.23 
MINSK (Byelorussia/USSR) - The Co-ordinating Committee of the Ecumenical Forum 
of European Christian Women met in the Soviet Union last month (5-15 October), 
at the invitation of the Russian [Eastern] Orthodox Church. The group met 
with state as well as church represenatives, worshipped with Adventists as 
well as Orthodox, and paid special visits to sites connected with World War II 
in the region. The group voiced support for the Ecumenical Decade of Churches 
in Solidarity with Women, scheduled to begin next Easter [EPS 87.01.36]. It 
approved a European Women's Conference on themes of justice, peace, and 
integrity of creation (JPIC), to be held in co-operation with the World 
Council of Churches in Boldern (Switzerland) in February 1989. The committee 
also reviewed the work of the forum's Standing Committee on Theological 
Reflection from a Woman's Point of View. [EPS] 


Canada: United, RC statement on abortion not to be released EPS 87.11.24 
TORONTO - A statement agreed after a series of discussions on abortion by 
United and Roman Catholic representatives is not to be released. Hal 
Llewellyn, secretary for ecumenism of the United Church of Canada said the two 
denominations were unable to give permission for release of the final 
document, but he characterized the study as "excellent". [EPS] 


Belize: church tensions said to have eased EPS 87.11.25 
BELIZE CITY - The Anglican bishop here, Keith McMillan, reports that the 
situation in the diocese has "changed for the better" since 22 church members, 
including a senator, were "unfellowshipped" at the beginning of the year [EPS 
87.02.50; 86]. That action followed six months of tension at the Anglican 
cathedral here, during which services were disrupted and the bishop's home and 
car stoned. The London-based United Society for the Propagation of the Gospel 
reports (October) that "the disruptions highlighted strained relations between 
the Anglican Church and the ruling United Democratic Party .... The bishop is 
seen as anti-government, and the church is criticised, often inaccurately, in 
the predominantly government-owned press." [EPS] 


Tanzania: Anglicans to allow polygamous men, wives baptism EPS 87.11.26 
DAR ES SALAAM - The [Anglican] Church of the Province of Tanzania has decided 
to allow polygamous men to be baptised with their wives. However, should they 
marry another wife after baptism, they would be excluded from the eucharist. 
Previously, a polygamous man had to leave all his wives but one before he 
could be baptised under Anglican auspices. [EPS] 


Change proposed by Franciscans disallowed by Vatican EPS 87.11.27 
ROME - Two years ago, a general chapter of the Order of Friars Minor, one of 
the main Roman Catholic Franciscan religious communities for men, approved a 
proposal that it be defined as neither clerical nor lay. That would have made 
OFM priests and brothers alike eligible for governing offices. However, in 
the new OFM constitution, the Vatican Congregation for Religious and Secular 
Institutes continues to define the OFM as a "clerical institute”. In a letter 
to OFM provinces, John Vaughn, the priest who is OFM minister general, called 
the Vatican decision "not what we had hoped for." He observed that though 
bound to accept the Vatican position, "We know that ... religious life is 
neither clerical nor lay. Another branch of the Franciscans, the Capuchin 
Friars, proposed a similar revision of their constitution, in 1982. It was 
also turned down. [EPS] 


Canada: United Church has ‘tougher stance’ on smoking EPS 87.11.28 
TORONTO - The United Church Observer, magazine of the United Church of Canada, 
reports a "new, tougher stance" in the denomination on "the whole tobacco 
issue. Smoking, once regarded as morally neutral ... is increasingly being 
seen as a social-justice issue because of widespread recognition that it is 
the number one preventable cause of death in Canada." [EPS] 


USA: ‘wide variety’ of church groups at homosexual-rights march EPS 87.11.29 

WASHINGTON - Religious News Service reports (12 October) a "wide variety of 
religious denominations and groups" were represented among thousands who 
joined (11 October) a national "march ... for lesbian and gay rights", here. 
Among the Christian groups were those with Roman Catholic, Anglican, 
Methodist, Lutheran, Adventist, Brethren, and Mennonite connections. There 


were also Mormons and Jews. [EPS] 


Mozambique: bishop cites attacks by anti-government forces EPS 87.11.30 
MESSUMBA - Anglican Bishop Dinis Sengulane says church facilities have been 
attacked in recent weeks by the Mozambique National Resistance, a group 
fighting the government. Sengulane says about 80 armed MNR fighters ransacked 
an Anglican mission compound here, virtually stripping it bare, stealing food 
and clothing. He says the extent of casualties was not yet known. In 
September, he adds, a retired bishop's home nearby was sacked in a similar 
raid, and there was a raid on another mission. The bishop says people are 
recovering from an MNR massacre in July in Homoine which killed 400 people; 
the Anglican church there remains closed, he reports, because so many 
parishioners are hiding in the bush, fearing further violence. He doubts that 
church facilities were singled out for attack. Rather, he says, the church is 
caught in an MNR campaign of indiscriminate anti-civilian violence. [EPS] 


USA: Lutherans approve plan for talks with Reformed EPS 87.11.31 
CHICAGO — The Church Council of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America has 
okayed another round of discussions with the Presbyterian Church (USA), 
Reformed Church in America, and United Church of Christ. One aim is to have a 
recommendation for an ELCA policy on fellowship with the three for the ELCA 
assembly in 1989. The ELCA's predecessor bodies had different policies; they 
lapse with the formation of the ELCA. Most Lutherans and Reformed in Europe 
are in full fellowship under terms of the Leuenberg Accord of the early 1970s. 
[EPS] 


Sweden: church taxes going up EPS 87.11.32 
STOCKHOLM - Taxes to support part of the work of the [Lutheran] Church of 
Sweden are going up. This follows a government decision that legal entities 
such as corporations will no longer have a church tax assessed to them, and 
that government grants to compensate for the revenue loss will not be given 
next year. News from the Church of Sweden reports (14 October) church tax 
rates vary considerably in different parts of the country, and that the church 
tax is "negligible" compared to the total tax burden Swedes carry. [EPS] 


Sweden: shortages, surpluses of theology students reported EPS 87.11.33 
STOCKHOLM - News from the Church of Sweden reports (14 October) that the 
[Lutheran] Church of Sweden has a grave shortage of priests, and that there 
are several dozen vacant places in its theology faculties in Lund and 
Uppsala. On the other hand, minority Christian traditions in Sweden such as 
Reformed (Mission Covenant) and Baptists are “struggling to accommodate all 
the students who apply for theological training." [EPS] 


Sweden: Lutheran bishops extend ecumenical invitation EPS 87.11.34 
STOCKHOLM - The 13 bishops of the [Lutheran] Church of Sweden have sent an 
invitation to representatives of the minority Christian traditions in the 
country suggesting conversations to increase understanding. (The Lutherans 
have a history of such talks with Swedish Reformed (Mission Covenant) and 
Methodist leaders.) The invitation suggests that "a mature unity does not 
necessarily mean that all differences must be eradicated." [EPS] 


Tanzania: church aid to fight Aids virus EPS 


DAR ES SALAAM — The Church of Sweden Mission has allocated one million Swedish 
kronor to help fight the spread of the Aids virus in Tanzania. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Ninan Koshy: ‘Ecumenical Social Thought on JPIC (II)' EPS 87.11.36 


This is excerpted from a review of the past 60 years of ecumenical social 
thought on issues of "justice, peace, and the integrity of creation" (JPIC). 
Koshy is international affairs director at the World Council of Churches. 


The mood of each assembly of the WCC reflecting the historical context has 
much to do with the way in which the Assembly makes its pronouncements and 
calls. At Uppsala (1968) the mood was one of great optimism in development, in 
the promises of science and technology, etc. The theme itself reflected this 
"Behold, I make all things new". 


At Nairobi [1975], the optimism was much subdued. There were qualified gains: 
the Vietnam war had ended; Angola, Mozambique, etc. were liberated; there was 
the Helsinki Final Act. Even in these gains there were already ambiguities and 
there was general consciousness about structures of injustice. 


At Vancouver (1983) we faced a new historical situation with a growing sense 
of impending catastrophe. This was reflected in the statements, issue group 
reports, worship and intercessions. Let me recall some of the concerns related 
to the state of the world as we faced it in Vancouver. 


a new stage in nuclear arms race bringing the world closer to a nuclear 
catastrophe: remember that 1983 was a special year with alarming new 
developments in nuclear arms race in Europe; 


- a generally worsening world political situation, especially in the 
relationship between the super-powers characterized by belligerent 
ideological rhetoric; 


- a dangerously volatile world economic situation, in serious disarray 
controlled by powerful ideologies with a growing number of nations on the 
verge of bankruptcy; millions of people sinking daily into the misery of 
unemployment, dispossession, poverty, and deprivation of basic needs; 


—- an alarming increase in world hunger; 


- an increasingly rapacious exploitation of the earth's resources, pollution 
of the environment; 


- an acceleration of militarization consuming human and material resources 
on an unprecedented level, leaving death, destruction and misery in its 
wake; 


- a new consciousness about the continuing widespread exploitation and 
oppression of women; 


- a vicious resurgence of racism. 


It was against this background that the participants at the Vancouver assembly 
grappled, not necessarily always systematically, with the question, what is 
the unique character of Christian witness today? The assembly reaffirmed many 
positions taken earlier. In several instances it took new positions. ... 


I will attempt to identify what was new, where the discontinuity and 
breakthrough were in Vancouver: 


1. The affirmation on justice, peace and the integrity of creation is more 
than that of inter-relationship. Justice, peace and the integrity of 
creation are one whole. They are inseparable and indivisible, and this is 
stated as a matter of conviction. [over] 
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It is not the first time that WCC statements affirm the inter-relationship 
of justice and peace. The Central Committee in 1951 said that. The message 
of the 1954 Evanston Assembly opens with that. But it was only at the 
Vancouver Assembly that we made the connection of justice and peace a 
matter of clear conviction and also an inescapable fact. 


._ It follows that it is one struggle that we are engaged in for justice, 


peace and the integrity of creation. The contexts may differ and the 
starting points may differ. The emphases may differ. There may be even 
apparent tensions in the claims of justice, peace and the integrity of 
creation. 


The assembly called for the uniting of struggles, for a fusion of the 
struggles. The conviction that it is one struggle is new. 


. The concept of integrity of creation is new. It goes far beyond the earlier 


concept of sustainability. It takes into account the relationship between 
peace and ecology. 


There is strong emphasis on the threat to the very creation. But, above 
all, it points to an understanding of the wholeness of created life in the 
world as it is in the plan of God. 


The assembly made affirmations in almost non-negotiable terms. Such 
affirmations were made on nuclear weapons, nuclear deterrence, weapons of 
mass destruction and apartheid. Beyond being social and political issues, 
they are dealt with as matters of faith. 


. It follows that the churches approach them not in terms of programmes, 


engagement and even actions of solidarity. The emphasis on witness to peace 
and justice is a part of the confession of faith: 


"The churches today are called to confess anew their faith and to repent 
for the times when Christians have remained silent in the face of injustice 
or threats to peace. The biblical vision of peace with justice for all, of 
wholeness, of unity for all God's people is not one of several options for 
the followers of Christ. It is an imperative of our times". 


. Linked to that prominent ecclesiological dimension is a demand for new 


forms of unity. There is recognition that at certain points of the struggle 
the very being (not only the actions) of the church is at stake. 


That means the church in faithfulness to the gospel is compelled to render 
its witness, suffering with the people, irrespective of political 
effectiveness. The statement on Southern Africa asks "to maintain the 
integrity of the church to oppose apartheid in all its forms". 


The new framework brings to the fore that justice, peace and the integrity 
of creation biblically are notions intimately linked to the idea of 
covenant; justice: the behaviour and action that is faithful to the 
community of covenant; peace: shalom, the order of relationships under the 
covenant; integrity of creation: the state of creation as subject, as 
partner in its own right within God's covenant. 


Our new understanding of justice, peace and the integrity of creation places 


demands on the WCC for reorientation in its priorities, styles of functioning 
and perhaps even in its structure. [EPS] 


EMBARGO: 26 OCTOBER 1987, O8HOO GMT 


ECUVIEW/Konrad Raiser: ‘Preparing for Koinonia’ EPS 87.11.37 


This is excerpted from a presentation prepared for the World Consultation on 
Resource Sharing, sponsored by the World Council of Churches in El Escorial 
(Spain), 24-31 October. Raiser, a former WCC deputy general secretary, is 
professor of ecumenics at the University of Bochum (Federal Germany). 


-»- Reading the preparatory documents I have ... conflicting impressions. ... 


lst _ impression: Everything that needs to be said has in fact long since been 
said. We do not need new statements of principle. Our theology is right, at 
least in theory. Why, then, have all these good and forceful statements of 
principle so far produced so few results? Is it just a practical or political 
problem of implementation? Have we really understood the causes of the dogged 
resistance to the necessary changes? Is this not perhaps where we should begin 
with our theological reflection? 


2nd __impression: Many important suggestions for action and practical 
recommendations have been formulated. Almost without exception they are listed 
in the working document. Yet the latter is unlikely to inspire changes in 
practice. One reason for this may be the fact that the suggestions are couched 
in the rather flat language of official ecumenical documents which tends to 
smooth over any contentious points. But even where the regional reports, for 
example, clearly state the conflicts and try to speak in concrete terms, they 
seem to have little more to say about the keyword ‘'sharing' than what has 
already figured in recommendations and exhortations to the churches from 
ecumenical gatherings for many years. 


Is ‘ecumenical sharing' then simply another word for the much-demanded, but 
little-practised ecumenical solidarity in the struggle for justice, especially 
in the conflict between rich and poor? Could it be that precisely by 
attempting to make ‘sharing’ into an all-encompassing tool for interpretation, 
we have blunted the cutting edge of the challenge to the churches? 


3rd _ impression: A year ago the World Consultation on 'Diakonia 2000 - Called 
to be Neighbours' was held in Larnaca [EPS 86.11.55, 12.40]. Our preparatory 
documents make many references to that conference and to its report which has 
now been published. For an outsider, it has been difficult from the outset to 
see any clear distinction between the main thrusts of the two World 
Consultations on Inter-Church Aid and Ecumenical Sharing. Is there any 
recognizable difference between our search for credible practice in Christian 
diakonia (at personal, local, national and international level) and our 
present efforts to arrive at a common discipline of ecumenical sharing in the 
churches. 


The difficulties have not grown smaller since Larnaca. This dialogue has been 
going on at many levels for a very long time and was articulated in a 
particular way at Larnaca. How can we constructively take dialogue further 
here at this meeting? 


If I have read the Larnaca reports correctly, the main impression taken away 
by many participants was: For years we have been talking about each other; now 
we have really begun to speak to one another, which means, to share with one 
another. Admittedly, little of this comes through in the official texts. The 
question it raises in regard to the goal of our consultation's work is this: 
What form would a commitment to ecumenical sharing have to take to make it 
clear that it has grown out of a process of 'sharing' and aims to encourage 
the continuation of that process? [EPS] 


ARGO: 26 OCTOBER 1 
ECUVIEW/Konrad Raiser: ‘Sharing Life in a World Community’ EPS 87.11.38 


This is excerpted from a presentation prepared for the World Consultation on 
Resource Sharing, sponsored by the World Council of Churches in El Escorial 
(Spain), 24-31 October. Raiser, a former WCC deputy general secretary, is 
professor of ecumenics at the University of Bochum (Federal Germany). 


.. Important as it is that the language of sharing should take us beyond the 
level of global structural analysis, and confront us with the realities of 
human life, it must not be allowed to obscure the troubling reality of the 
assymetrical power relationships, not least within and between the churches. 


This is why I personally have always had difficulty with attempts to speak of 
ecumenical sharing where the issue is first and foremost one of justice and 
injustice, defence of legitimate rights and control of power. through 
participatory decision-making processes. ... 


We stand by the biblically founded conviction that the church is essentially a 
community of sharing. But this definition of the church as koinonia, which has 
become central in ecumenical reflection on the church, remains a theological 
statement and should not be taken as an empirical description. The church as 
koinonia is founded on the sharing together of all members in the body of 
Christ who shared his life with us even to sacrifice on the cross. The sharing 
together, in the eucharist, in the body and blood of Christ is the origin of 
koinonia as a community of sharing, and not the reverse. 


The radical overturning of human values in regard to wealth, status, power, 
etc. through the cross of Jesus Christ constantly opens the way afresh for 
life in sharing fellowship. The varying personal abilities and resources 
within the community acquire new value as charismata to be shared for the good 
of the community. But the realization of such koinonia is itself a gift of 
God, through the power of his Spirit. 


The church as koinonia is called to be a living example of an effective 
community of sharing, prefiguring the fellowship in the Kingdom of God. But 
wherever the church takes form among people, it is subject to the conditions 
of human life. It needs structures and regulations. Hence the church is always 


caught up in the tension between the language of sharing and the language of 
the established structures. 


Any attempt to make the reality of koinonia opened up by God in Jesus Christ, 
into an ideal system is bound to fail. We can and must strive to make the 
relationships between the churches with their structures and regulations just, 
and to ensure that the exercise of power and authority within and between 


church structures - especially where money is concerned - is subject to 
effective and transparent control. 


But all that will still not guarantee that genuine sharing will be brought 
about in practice within and between these structures. In the last analysis, 
only the freedom granted by the Spirit of God can help us to do that. 


I would therefore plead for prudence in using the language of sharing; 
prudence, precisely because we know the tensions and conflicts that sharing 
leads to in practice. The church as koinonia, as a world-wide fellowship of 
solidarity sharing life together - that vision is at once a description of the 
origin and the goal of the church; a statement about the church as the body of 


Christ, in the light of its eucharistic reality and in the light of its 
eschatological potential. ... [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Eugene Stockwell: "Reflections on a War Anniversary’ EPS 87.11.39 


Stockwell is director of the Commission on World Mission and Evangelism of 
the World Counicl of Churches. This is excerpted from an address in Warsaw 
(31 August) at an ecumenical gathering to mark the 48th anniversary of the 
outbreak of World War II. 


... First of all, I speak as a Christian. It is a heavy burden of conscience 
for Christians that the two major world wars of this century were unleashed 
among nations that have long traditions of Christianity in their midst and 
whose military assaults were often blessed by leaders of Christian churches. 
God was passionately declared to be on one side of the conflict or the other, 
whereas the enemy was demonized and dehumanized. All too easily we 
Christians put our faith at the service of our violence. For such sin we can 
only be ashamed and repent. 


War was, in 1939, as today, a massive evidence of our failure as "Christian 
nations" to live out our faith, a faith so frequently expressed in words and 
so evidently denied in action. We talk of loving our enemies, and we kill 
them. We talk of turning the other cheek, and we arm ourselves to the 
teeth. We talk of peace that passes understanding, and we engage in war that 
surpasses any understanding. We talk of faith in God and we place our true 
faith in weapons of destruction. ... 


If only we could look back with the certainty that such hypocrisy is behind us 
forever, we could take some comfort in a lesson learned, but today the nations 
of the world, still many professing faith in God and in Jesus Christ, prepare 
for far worse [nuclear] wars ..., threatening the very creation's existence on 
this planet. God forgive us, and grant the Christians of this world a 
renewed will for peace, for human respect, for tolerance and genuine love. 


Secondly, I speak to you as a representative of the World Council of Churches 
-.-- Currently one of the priority efforts of the World Council of Churches 
is labelled "Justice, Peace and the Integrity of Creation". Under this broad 
heading an intensive ecumenical attempt is made to find ways - theologically, 
and very practically - that may help the human community establish the bases 
of a genuine peace with justice, tied to a deep respect for all that God has 
created on this earth. 


It is no coincidence that peace and justice are linked together. What kind 
of peace can we hope for when large segments of the world's population are 
daily denied their human rights by hunger, political oppression, suppression 
of their rights to speak their minds and to organize peacefully in defence of 
their convictions? We seek not the peace of the tomb or of the caged 
prisoner, but the peace that flows from a just ordering of human relationships 
and institutions that allows persons, nations, and the human community as a 
whole, to struggle towards a vision of what in Christian terms we call the 
"kingdom of God on earth". ... 


Thirdly, I speak to you as a citizen of ... the United States of America. I 
am acutely conscious of the fact that my nation, while proclaiming loudly its 
Christian heritage and its faith in God, is today one of the superpowers that 
engages in immense preparations for war. It is not alone in speaking words 
of peace while seemingly putting its faith in unimaginable weapons of war, but 
alone or not, the efforts to forestall a global conflagration seem terribly 
weak alongside the massive preparations for world destruction. Nations ... 
so easily talk of "defence", when in fact they prepare for "offence" - terms 
... in any case ... meaningless, for modern war is potentially so devastating 
... that phrases of self-justification, on whatever side, make no sense at 


all. ... [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Ghassan Rubeiz: ‘On Diaspora "Crusaders™' EPS 87.11.40 


Rubeiz is Middle East secretary with the inter-church aid commission 
(CICARWS) of the World Council of Churches. This is excerpted from the 
October newsletter of the CICARWS Middle East desk. 


... IL [recently] received an ethnically-oriented magazine which claims to 
defend the rights of a specific Christian community in the Middle East. The 
periodical is based and published in the United States by a group of diaspora 
Christians. I have also come across over recent years similar publications 
with clear intent to attack the Islamic world, and in particular the Arab 
World, under the pretext of advocacy for human rights. 


As I find most of such publications saturated with undocumented claims about 
alleged persecution of Christians, and as I reflect on the possible outcome of 
such an anti-Islamic campain, I grow perturbed about the future. We have 
enough man-made disasters in our region: wars, poverty, political oppression 
and fundamentalism in all three religions [= Christianity, Islam, Judaism]. 
Do we need additional explosive attitudes, divisive schemes, conspiracy 
campaigns, racist language and an industry of hate from abroad? 


Christ has taught us to love our neighbours. What we need more is earnest 
interfaith dialogue and honest discussion of problems, but not unjustified 
accusations against Islam from overseas. 


I simply ask our Christian diaspora "Crusaders" of Arab or Middle Eastern 
origins to assess the possible consequences of their approach on the ten 
million Christians of our region who wish to live in peace, dignity and 
harmony with their Muslim and Jewish neighbours. Does their misguided approach 
of "overkill" reflect a genuine desire to protect people or are there other 
hidden agendas? Who are their partners? Which foreign policy for the region 
may they be serving? [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘Statement on Situation in Sri Lanka' EPS 87.11.41 


This statement was released 15 October in Geneva by General Secretary Emilio 
Castro of the World Council of Churches. 


The World Council of Churches expresses profound concern about the situation 
in the Jaffna peninsula of Sri Lanka. Reports indicate that the heavy 


fighting has resulted in large-scale civilian casualties, appalling conditions 
and widespread suffering of people. 


While recognizing that the Indian army action was prompted by atrocities by 
some Tamil militant groups, the continuation of the fighting will most likely 


result in further civilian casualties and make a political solution all the 
more difficult. 


The Executive Committee of the World Council of Churches in its meeting in 
September welcomed the agreement between Sri Lanka and India and the steps 


riage by the Sri Lanka government to resolve the ethnic conflict [EPS 
. -03 * 


The World Council of Churches therefore again appeals to all concerned to show 
restraint in their actions, to seek ways to end the fighting and to renew 


efforts for negotiations, with a view to creating conditions to implement the 
many positive proposals in the agreement. [EPS] 


EMBARGO: 30 OCTOBER 1987, 12HOO GMT 
ECUTEXT: ‘'1987 Grants from the WCC Fund to Combat Racism’ EPS 87.11.42 


This is the complete list of 1987 grants from the Special Fund to Combat 
Racism of the World Council of Churches [EPS 87.11.01]. They were approved by 
the WCC Executive Committee at its meeting in September in Atlanta [EPS 
87.10.01]. All grant amounts are in US dollars. * indicates the group has 
received grants in the past. The document detailing the groups and the 
purposes of the grants is available from WCC/PCR, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


I. GROUPS OF THE RACIALLY OPPRESSED 


AFRICA 

African National Congress (ANC) * 110.000 

Pan Africanist Congress of Azania (PAC) * 35.000 

South West Africa People's Organization (SWAPO) * 115.000 

South African Congress of Trade Unions (SACTU) * 10.000 
REGIONAL SUB-TOTAL: 270.000 

Japan 

National Conference of Minority People in Japan * 5.000 

National Christian Coalition on Alien Registration Law Issues 2.000 

Taiwan 

Mountain Work Committee * 1.000 

REGIONAL SUB-TOTAL: 8.000 

Australia 

Western Desert Land Council * 5.000 

New Zealand 

Kai Mohio Kai Marama Trust 5.000 


REGIONAL SUB-TOTAL: 10.000 


Federal Republic of Germany 


Central Council of German Sinti and Roma * 5.000 
Initiative Black Germans 10.000 
Finland 

World Council of Indigenous Peoples (WCIP) * 3.000 
France 

Association of Turkish Workers * 4.000 
Association of Haitian Immigrant Workers in France * (last time) 4.000 
Movement for the Defence of the Rights of the Black Women * 4.000 
United Kingdom 

Southall Monitoring Group (SMG) * (last time) 3,000 
Migrants Action Group (MAG) * 5.000 
Association of Black Clergy (ABC) 6.000 


REGIONAL SUB-TOTAL: 44.000 


United States of America 


Asian Law Caucus (ALC) * 5.000 
Black Hills Steering Committee * 8.000 
National Conference of Black Lawyers (NCBL) * 10.000 
People United to Lead the Struggle for Equality (PULSE) 4.000 
Southern Organization for Sisters Networking (SOS Network) 5.000 
Training and Research Institute on Migration (TRIM) * 5.000 
UHANE-KAHEA, Hawaii 5.000 
World Council of Indigenous Peoples, Hawaii 4.000 


[over] 
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Canada 
Citksan-Wet'suwet'en Tribal Council * 4.000 
Council of the Haida Nation * 4.000 
Kaska Dena Council * 5.000 
Native Women's Association of Canada 7.000 
Lubicon Lake Band * 5.000 
Nuu-chah-nulth Tribal Council (NTC) * _3.000 
REGIO SUB- : 4 
Brazil 
National Ecumenical Commission to Combat Racism 6.000 
Institute for Research of Black Cultures 5.000 
Indigenous Women's Education Group 10.000 
REGIONAL SUB-TOTAL: 21.000 
IL. SUPPORT GROUPS 
Japan 
Japan Anti-Apartheid Committee * 5.000 
REGIONAL SUB-TOTAL: 5.000 
Australia 
Aboriginal Advisory Group 7.000 
Campaign Against Racial Exploitation (Australia) Inc. (CARE) * 2.000 
New Zealand 
Hart Aotearoa * _2.000 
REGIONAL SUB-TOTAL: 11.000 
Belgium 
Social Service for Foreigners * 5.000 
Federal Republic of Germany 
Information Centre on Southern Africa (ISSA)* 6.000 
together with Anti-Apartheid Movement (AAB) * 
France 
French Anti-Apartheid Movement * 6.000 
Netherlands 
West European Parliamentarians for Action against Apartheid 10.000 
United Kingdom 
Namibia Communications Centre * 4.000 
All Faiths For One Race (AFFOR) 6.000 
Wales Anti-Apartheid Movement (WAAM) * _3.000 
REGIONAL SUB-TOTAL: 40.000 
Canada 
Focus on the North * 5.000 
Native Peoples Support Group of Newfoundland & Labrador 2.000 
United States of America 
American Committee On Africa (ACOA) * 15.000 
Center For Democratic Renewal * 5.000 
Coalition for a New Foreign Policy 10.000 
Columbia River Indian Litigation Committee 5.000 
East Coast Farmworker Support Network, Inc. * 5.000 
Southern Africa Programme, American Friends Service Committee 4.000 
Southerners for Economic Justice, Inc. * 5.000 
REGIONAL SUB-TOTAL: 56.000 
GROUP TOTALS: Racially Oppressed: 427.000, Support: 112.000, All: 539.000 


[EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘A Visit to Lebanon’ EPS 87.11.43 


This is edited and abridged (by Ghassan Rubeiz, secretary for the Middle East 
with the inter-church aid commission of the World Council of Churches) from a 
staff report of the visit of a WCC team led by WCC General Secretary Emilio 
Castro to Lebanon last May [EPS 87.06.07]. For reports on visits to Syria and 
Egypt, see EPS 87.10.51,52. 


Sunday, 10 May: In East Beirut, we attended Sunday service of the Armenian 
Orthodox Catholicosate. We went in procession to a full church and to the 
singing of a beautiful choir. We were only there for 15 minutes. After the 
introduction by Catholicos Karekin II and a short message by Rev. Castro, we 
rushed to a meeting of the Evangelical leaders chaired by Rev. Salim 
Sahiouny. Rev. Salim Sahiouny raised certain questions, on behalf of the 
group, about the relationship of the evangelical churches to the WCC and the 
role of the WCC in relation to the crisis in Lebanon. 


In Cyprus, while the team was changing flights, a second meeting provided more 
opportunity for exchange with some Evangelical leaders. Rev. Sahiouny urged 
the WCC to show “visible solidarity" with Lebanon. The WCC's involvement in 
Lebanon became more clear and the Evangelical participation in the WCC's 
programme was affirmed through adequate representation. 


Monday, 11 May: The Greek [Eastern] Orthodox Archbishop of Beirut hosted the 
team around a discussion luncheon with Orthodox politicians, mostly members of 
the parliament. There was a good sharing of opinion on the present crisis in 
Lebanon, the role of the Orthodox Church and Lebanon's role in the proposed 
International Conference. The Christian leaders stressed the social and 
economic factors in realistic tones, and Muslim leaders whom the team met 
later emphasized political factors of the Lebanese crisis, in particular 
Israel's role as a “destabilizing factor".. Before lunch, we visited 
Zahrat-el-Ehsan School and the offices of the Middle East Council of Churches 
(MECC) in East Beirut. After lunch, we were taken by the Archbishop to St 
George's hospital which is a vital diakonia of this church. We were then 
taken to St Mary's Church for vespers, followed by a small reception. 


Tuesday, 12 May: This was the day of visiting the Armenian Orthodox Church. 
We started by a visit to the Diocese of Beirut by Bishop Keshishian. The 
Bishop was attending a WCC meeting in the USA. When we reached the church we 
found the lay leaders, men and women, waiting for us in the street to welcome 
us. After a short service of prayer, we attended a warm reception. The 
executive secretary of this pastorally active church read the welcome message 
of Bishop Keshishian, to which Emilio Castro responded. This reception 
allowed for mixing with the community of women, men and children. It was 
inspiring to listen to the individual stories of everyday life in Lebanon and 
the church's active response to the threats of war and insecurity. Many 
Armenians have left the country over the last ten years but those remaining in 
Lebanon are a model of witness and endurance. 


The team was accompanied by His Holiness Karekin II [the Armenian (Oriental 
Orthodox) catholicos of Cilicia] and Mr Gabriel Habib [general secretary of 
the Middle East Council of Churches] when we met the President [of Lebanon, 
Amin Gemayel]. The encounter with the President was very friendly. It started 
with praises of His Holiness and his particular closeness to the President. 
Then he elaborated on the role and importance of Lebanon to the Christian 
world, and how the spirit of tolerance and conviviality that always permeated 
life in Lebanon was a model for the rest of the world. He also spoke of how 
the Christians in Lebanon had impacted Islamic values and were able to 
introduce secular ideas of nationalism and pluralism. He also added that 
Christians learned good Muslim traditions from their Muslim brethren. [over] 
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Wednesday 13 May: Crossing the Green Line [in Beirut], on a road restricted 
to VIPs, was smooth. In 15 minutes we were at the office of MECC, which 
earlier used to be the headquarters. Now the office is functioning at a low 
pace and serving the "West" side of Beirut and the south of Lebanon. When 
Gabriel Habib introduced the team to his staff it was an emotional occasion. 
The glory of this office has faded away with the dichotomization of Lebanon 
into "West" and "East". The location of this office was symbolic of the 
pluralism of the past. Here a thriving Christian community of Lebanon, some 
two hundred thousand, had led the country in many a creative endeavour - in 
business, in science, in the arts, in education and so on. Now the Christian 
community of West Beirut is reduced demographically and in spirit. The 
decline of this office is a reflection of the decline of pluralism in the 
country. 


The Bishop [Athanasios Ephraim, Syrian (Oriental) Orthodox] accompanied us to 
the residence of the Shiite leader, Sheikh Mahdi Shams El Dine. Life in West 
Beirut has more poverty than East Beirut. There are more visible signs of 
shelling and destruction, and more signs of misery. Sabra and Shatila as well 
as Borge El Barajena Palestinian camps were pointed to us from a distance. 


Rev. Castro's introductory remarks to the Sheikh were supportive: "With you 
we are grieving the disappearance of Iman Moussa El Sadr. We hope that there 
could be forces of good outside to be in solidarity with the forces of good 
inside. The family of faith as expressed in the WCC offers its resources of 
prayer and love, and would be grateful to hear from you about what we can 
do". The Sheikh responded: "We are grateful to God for all his blessings, 
including the blessing of this encounter. We follow WCC efforts as far as we 
can, whether through dialogue or political solidarity. We believe in your 
sincerity. We hope that the leadership of the WCC will give special attention 
to understand the problems and tragedies of our country." 


The team was honoured by a high-level representation of the Sunni [Muslim] 
community. About a dozen political Sunni leaders received the team in the 
"Dar El Ifta", the leadership Centre, the equivalent of a parish house. The 
group was moderated by Ex-Prime Minister Taky El Dine El Solh, as the Grand 
Mufti was outside the country. Our team listened to the Sunnite voice which 
stressed moderation in power sharing and loyalty to Lebanon's pluralism. 
Israel was dominant in their analysis of the Lebanon: "Lebanon was destroyed 
because it was too much of a threat to Israel's racist regime. Lebanon's 


pluralism, thriving economy and hospitality to the Palestinians caused Israel 
to attack it and divide it." 


The larger community of the Syrian Orthodox are concentrated in suburban East 
Beirut. In a rushed tour we visited two churches and a school of this 
minority community. This refugee community, whose origin is in Turkey, is 
attached to Lebanon but some of its members are stateless. The church is 
central in the life of the community and it is active on the social and 
political fronts. Many members of the Syrian Orthodox community have left the 
Middle East for Europe and the US, Canada and Australia. This is a community 
on the move and it has experienced many shocks over the ages. 


An evening reception was hosted by Catholicos Karekin II. The well organized 
reception was attended by some 200 persons, representing all the Christian 
groups including the Catholics. Catholicos Karekin II gave a stimulating 
speech reiterating the purpose and value of our visit. He introduced Rev. 
Castro then introduced the team and gave a challenging speech summing up the 
significance of our visit. We left Lebanon by a military helicopter to 
Cyprus, filled with feelings of concern for a dear country in distress. [EPS] 
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SHOPTALK (54/39) 


The Christmas message of Archbishop of Canterbury Robert Runcie is available 
from the Anglican Consultative Council, Partnership House, 157 Waterloo Road, 
London SE1 8UT. 


The full text of the communiqué on "Orthodox Perspectives on Creation" (EPS 
87.11.47) is available from WCC/JPIC, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


"Towards Ecumenical Formation in Theological Schools" is the focus of the 
current (October) issue of the WCC quarterly Ecumenical Review (Box 66, 
CH-1211 Geneva 20). 


"Financing Primary Health Care Programs" is the focus of the current 
(October) issue of Contact, bimonthly of the WCC Christian Medical Commission 
(Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20). 


NOSAR and SANU are periodic collections of articles from the WCC Programme 
to Combat Racism (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20). The first is News on the 
Struggle Against Racism; the second is Southern Africa News Update. 


The Economic Basis of Racism is the latest (#24) in the series of reports 
PCR Information series from the WCC Programme to Combat Racism (Box 66, 
CH-1211 Geneva 20). 


A situation report (#50) on Lebanon (22 September) is available from 
WCC/CICARWS Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


Europe is the focus of the current (September) issue of the WCC Youth 
Newsletter (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20). 


The September issue of the newsletter of the WCC Refugee Service (Box 66, 


CH-1211 Geneva 20) focuses on voluntary repatriation of refugees in Central 
America. 


Most of the September issue of Common Concern, quarterly of the World YWCA (37 


Quai Wilson, 1201 Geneva) is about the recent World YWCA Council [EPS 
87.09.57]. 


The 
1988 Resource Sharing Book, a comprehensive listing of WCC programs, projects, 


and services, is available (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) for 29.50 Swiss francs, 
18.90 US dollars, or 11.50 UK pounds. 


EPS appears 45 times a year. This issue was printed 5 November. The next 
is scheduled for 12 November. EPS deadlines are usually Mondays at 8h00 GMT. 


On request, EPS will send headlines by telex or telefax. Then you can ask 
(and pay) for full texts. 


EPS annual subscription rates (including airmail) are 69.50 Swiss francs, 
42.50 US dollars, 26.50 UK pounds, 52.50 Australian dollars, 65 New Zealand 
dollars, 95 Dutch guilders, 85 FRG marks, 250 French francs, 250 Swedish 
kronor, 175 Indian rupees, or 49.50 Canadian dollars. 
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ECUMENICAL RESOURCE MEETING Ecumenical Press 
PLEDGES DISCIPLINED SHARING Service 87.11.44 


EL ESCORIAL (Spain) - About 300 church people from more than 70 countries 
committed themselves to a "common discipline of sharing with all God's people" 
in "guidelines for sharing" [EPS 87.11.52] produced at the World Consultation 
on Resource Sharing [here, 24-31 October]. 


The meeting was sponsored by the World Council of Churches. Its theme was 
"Sharing Life in a World Community". 


The 11 sharing commitments are preceded by a series of theological 
affirmations, including that "as the first-fruits of the new humanity, the 
church is called to stand in solidarity with all people, particularly with the 
poor and the oppressed, and to challenge the value systems of this world." 


Participants pledged to "follow this discipline ourselves. We will try to 
create a climate in which it is understood and welcomed. We will challenge 
our churches, their people, and their agencies, to accept it. 


"We will refuse to work with those who do not. We will support one another in 
our commitment, and within three years give an account to each other and so to 
God of the ways in which we have turned our words into deeds." 


The sharing principles include having the "marginalized ... at the centre of 
all decisions and actions as equal partners", having women as half the 
membership of "decision-making structures", and resisting "international 
mechanisms ... which deprive the people of the South of their resources." 
(Mentioned as examples of such mechanisms are the International Monetary Fund 
and World Bank.) 


Another consultation document outlines the "mechanism of implementation for 
follow-up and implications of the ecumenical resource-sharing discipline". 


Among other things, it urges that organizations "not ready to identify their 
solidarity with political and economic liberation of the people who are being 
oppressed shall not be accepted in the ecumenical networks of resource 
sharing." 


It also calls for a group of representatives from different parts of the world 
to "monitor the application and follow-up of this ecumenical discipline." 


Women and youth at the meeting issued their own statements. 


Women proposed that by 1993, half the "total annual flow of funds channelled 
through ecumenical bodies" be for programmes and activities "planned and 
implemented by women" or which benefit the "larger community in which women 
play an equal part in decision-making and planning." They also referred to a 
"very strong connection between the plight of women and the patriarchal 
interpretation of the Bible." 


In their presentation, youth asked if "churches ... are ... fully supporting 
the struggles, work, and organizations of young people committed to ecumenical 
visions at all levels", and if they are "willing to receive and share" youth's 
"gifts and resources". 


One of the two keynote speakers, Sithembiso Nyoni, a community-—development 
worker from Zimbabwe, emphasized that "resource sharing with grassroots 
churches does not begin with aid. It beings with understanding ordinary 
members of God's universal church." [over] 
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Noting that women "invisibly produce half the world's resources", she observed 
that in the treatment of rural women, with whom she is most familiar, "there 
is far more resource grabbing than resource sharing." 


Nyoni called resource sharing a "deep theological question", observing that 
"daily I see resources being defined by the ruling classes of the world as 
something in their hands which they can control and use to consolidate their 
power." 


Noting that aid is often given in an "un-sharing" way, Nyoni said this creates 
a beggar mentality among materially poorer parts of the church, and "it has 
also absolved the churches from rich nations from their true responsibilities 
of fighting for justice. 


"Most of them know full well," she continued, "that what we need is not money 
or technology, but international economic and political justice." 


Nyoni said "sharing with grassroots churches should be a process of enabling 
them to identify those factors which give meaning to their lives, and then 
help mobilize resources to develop them." 


She described the “ultimate goal of resource sharing" as to “lead the weak to 
strength and self-reliance." 


The other keynoter, Konrad Raiser, a German theologian and former WCC deputy 
general secretary, observed that “our theology tells us that the churches 
should live as a sharing community; our global analysis ... tells us that 
fundamental structural changes are needed -— but our practice does not keep 
pace with our theory" [EPS 87.11.37,38]. 


Preaching at worship which opened the consultation [EPS 87.11.49], WCC General 
Secretary Emilio Castro recalled the picture of the early Christian 
communities found in the biblical book of Acts. There, “bread, Scripture, 
prayer, and material resources were fully shared." 


Castro said "the distinctions which have been made in the life of the church 
between the spiritual and the material have no part to play. There is full 
sharing in the riches and possibilities God makes available to the whole 
community, without exception." 


reaction to Anaya assassination 


During the meeting, Herbert Ernesto Anaya Sanabria, president of the Human 
Rights Commission of El Salvador, was assassinated. In a letter to José 
Napoleon Duarte, president of that Central American nation, participants 
expressed “profound consternation" at the killing. 


They urged the creation of "conditions which guarantee human rights and 
justice" in the country, and expressed support for the peace plan agreed for 
the region earlier this year by the five Central American presidents. 


In his own message to Duarte, Castro condemned the murder which was 
"reportedly done by death squads linked to paramilitary forces." He added 
that "in spite of this regrettable act we hope that every effort will be made 
by your government to implement the [five-nation Central American peace] 


accord ... and rebuild the society based on justice and human dignity. We 
pray for all the people of El Salvador. 


Anaya is the fourth of the commission's presidents to be assassinated. [EPS] 
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STAFF LEADERS MEET FROM Ecumenical Press 
CHRISTIAN WORLD COMMUNIONS Service 87.11.45 


GENEVA - Representatives of 16 international organizations gathered here 
(27-29 October) for the annual conference of secretaries of Christian World 
Communions (CWCs). Since 1957, the group - which has no budget or 
decision-making authority - has met to share information, and to discuss the 
ecumenical role of church families and their official organizations. 


At each meeting a representative of one of the organizations presents a more 
detailed account of its activities. This year's profile, of the Geneva-—based 
World Alliance of Reformed Churches (WARC), which brings together 164 Reformed 
(including Presbyterian, Congregational, Waldensian, Mission Covenant, 
Remonstrant) and United denominations in 82 countries, was given by its 
general secretary Edmond Perret. 


He offered a review of the history of the organization and a thumbnail sketch 
of its membership and the variety of contexts in which its members live, and 
enumerated challenges facing WARC as it looks ahead to its next General 
Council, in August 1989 in Seoul. 


Perret said one WARC priority, reaffirmed by its executive committee last 
month, is to respond to the call of the World Council of Churches for a 
process of mutual commitment for justice, peace and the integrity of creation 
(JPIC). Not only is JPIC high on the agenda for the Seoul meeting, he noted, 
but WARC has hired US Reformed theologian James Van Hoeven to co-ordinate its 
contributions to the JPIC process. 


Other CWCs also mentioned work on JPIC going on in their constituencies, or 
expressed willingness to participate in the process. Preman Niles, WCC staff 
co-ordinator for JPIC, spoke to the group during their sessions here. 


Representing the WCC at the meeting was Faith and Order Director Giinther 
Gassmann. He presented a paper on "coherence and consistency" in the various 
international bilateral theological dialogues, many of which involve CWCs. 


Gassmann said "general ecumenical perspectives", such as those emerging from 
the WCC discussion of baptism, eucharist, and ministry (BEM), seem to be 
influencing the bilateral dialogues as well, so that discussions between 
representatives of two traditions are not creating new divisions. 


Irmgardt Kindt, also of the WCC Faith and Order staff, introduced a discussion 
of the BEM convergence text [EPS 49/02], and official church responses 
received so far. 


A point that emerged strongly, Gassmann said, was that the ecumenical 
discussion of these issues should not "marginalize" communions that do not 
celebrate sacraments or have an ordained ministry, such as the Salvation Army 
and Quakers, who have responded to what he called “underlying spiritual and 
theological concerns in BEM, though they don't share in the structures of 
sacrament and ministry reflected there". 


Exchanges during the three days were significant and substantial, Gassmann 
said, especially on questions of the self-understanding of the CWCs and their 


ecumenical role. 


Traditions represented at the meeting included Adventist, Anglican, Baptist, 
Mennonite, Old Catholic, Methodist, Lutheran, Brethren, Disciples, Reformed, 
Salvation Army, Friends, Eastern Orthodox, Roman Catholic, and the World 


Evangelical Fellowship. — EPS 


NEW CALEDONIA: CHURCH Ecumenical Press 


GROUPS DENOUNCE VERDICT Service 87.11.46 
NOUMEA - The ecumenical Justice and Peace Commission, and the Executive 


Committee of the Evangelical [Reformed] Church, denounced the acquittal (29 
October) of seven people accused of ambushing and killing 10 Kanaks in 
French-ruled New Caledonia three years ago. (Kanaks are descendants of the 
territory's original inhabitants.) 


The committee expressed "consternation and indignation". The commission was 
“astounded and deeply disturbed". The committee said the verdict undergirds 
"the colonial status quo under which the Kanak people are suffering", with 
"discriminatory and selective" justice. (Two Kanaks accused of unpremeditated 
murder during the same period received sentences of 15 and 10 years.) 
Referring to the “widows and orphans [of the 10], and with them ... a whole 
people which feels scorned and not recognized as persons", the commission 
asked, "Who will give them back that dignity, and how?" 


At the request of Evangelical Church, a member of the World Council of 
Churches, the WCC sent an observer to the trial (Erich Weingdrtner, a former 
executive secretary of the WCC Commission of the Churches on International 
Affairs). The seven say they acted in self-defence. Accepting that defence, 
the court criticized the colonial government of the time for allowing law and 
order to break down. [EPS] 


MEETING EXPLORES ORTHODOX Ecumenical Press 
PERSPECTIVES ON CREATION Service 87.11.47 
SOFIA (Bulgaria) - “Orthodox Perspectives on Creation" was the theme of a 


consultation of representatives of a dozen Eastern and Oriental Orthodox 
churches (here, 24 October-2 November). The group met in the context of a 
multi-year World Council of Churches emphasis on questions of justice, peace, 
and the integrity of creation (JPIC). 


The group described creation as a "mystery of the sovereign act of God, made 
by the action and work of the Holy Trinity." The human being is a "microcosm, 
in union with humanity and the material side of created reality." Creation's 
ultimate goal is to “become a transfigured world, a new world, and so the 


Salvation of humanity necessarily involves the salvation and deification of 
the cosmos." 


It listed "racism, poverty, hunger, the arms race, pollution of the 
environment, oppression of women" as factors which destroy "the integrity of 
God's creation". Urging constant Christian prayer for justice and peace, it 
cited as examples "reduction of missiles, abolition of apartheid, cancellation 
of international debts, and elimination of oppression of women". 


Eight consultation papers considered creation in connection with biblical 
themes, the church's early theologians, church dogma, justice, and ethics. 
Others dealt with "eucharistic ecology" and "the glory of creation". 


The group's communiqué reports that its time together was “characterized by a 
deep and rich liturgical and spiritual life." 


Besides meetings with the Patriarch Maxim and other Bulgarian church leaders, 
the group also met Lubomir Popov, deputy minister of foreign affairs and 
president of the government committee for church affairs. He spoke of the 
importance of church-state co-operation on peace issues. [EPS] 


CONSULTATION LOOKS AT Ecumenical Press 


ICONOGRAPY, SYMBOLISM Service 87.11.48 
CHEVIOGNE (Belgium) - In 787, the Second Council of Nicea (the Seventh 


Ecumenical Council) declared that "painted images" are an affirmation of the 
"true and non-illusory incarnation of God the Word". 


Moreover, it said, one who "venerates an icon, venerates the _ person 
represented on it" (though it distinguished veneration from "true adoration 
which, according to our faith, is proper only to the one divine nature"). 


With that theological and historical background, a small, ecumenical group 
under the auspices of the Sub-Unit on Renewal and Congregational Life of the 
World Council of Churches met at the Roman Catholic monastery here (26-30 
October) for a seminar on iconography and symbolism. 


Describing itself as a "first attempt to introduce Christian visual art as an 
ecumenical subject", the group's report takes up the question of "holy images" 
as they relate to worship, education and evangelism, and spirituality. 


"Christians", it says, "should not forget that it is their neighbour who is 
the living icon of Christ. It would be a complete contradiction to venerate 
the one and despise the other. 


"There can be Christian images", it adds, “only because every human face 
reveals the glory of God, but it is in the mystery of the Incarnation that 
these images can be truly linked to God himself." 


The report suggests that "the current rediscovery of holy images - in the 
wider and the narrower sense of the word - is an opportunity for the churches 
to express and transmit an essential element of the Christian faith. Holy 
images are bearers of a vision of faith; they are treasuries of hope which 
allow us to transcend our day-to-day reality. 


"In the final analysis", it concludes, "they call us to love, for they reveal 
the faces of our brothers and sisters, and of the whole creation, in their 
true beauty." 


The report includes recommendations that: 


- "the knowledge of Christian iconography - in its wider and narrower senses - 
should be encouraged" so as to deepen faith, aid evangelization, and enrich 
"liturgical celebration in the Christian community" and "Christian devotion 
and life in the home". 


—- "Christians be encouraged to see icons not only as works of art, but to 
perceive the spiritual reality to which they are transparent - the Kingdom of 
God." 


- "In dialogue with Christian artists and diverse cultures, authentic renewal 
in the visual arts should be encouraged throughout the church." 


Among participants in the seminar were artists (painters and a sculptor), who 
discussed and showed their work. Other presentations focused on the Seventh 
Ecumenical Council, including its context, teaching, and subsequent effects. 


Though there was discussion of and reference to wider issues and other forms 
connected with art in the church, the bulk of the seminar focused on icons and 
other forms of church painting which historically have been especially 
associated with Eastern Christianity. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Emilio Castro: ‘Ecumenical Sharing of Resources’ EPS 87.11.49 


Castro is general secretary of the World Council of Churches. This is 
excerpted from his sermon at last month's World Consultation on Resource 
Sharing (EPS 87.11.44). 


... [We meet] first of all because we feel the need to remember our true 
identity. ... [The WCC] is a community of love, solidarity, and service - and 
that primary biblical calling which is our raison d'étre is confirmed by the 
experience of 40 years of international solidarity among the churches. In 
times of persecution, in coping with natural disasters, in raising the levels 
of theological knowledge, in people's organizations, in prophetic messages, in 
constructive sharing, in the building up of our national societies - on 
innumerable occasions - we have shared together in the experience of 
intercession, in solidarity visits, and in the fraternal support given by 
churches in the most varied corners of the globe. 


There is a reality of fellowship which corresponds to the way in which the 
World Council defines itself but which goes beyond what we are able to express 
articulately as we do our thinking. The reality of our spiritual fellowship, 
displayed and reiterated in the practice of mutual aid in solidarity, invites 
us to go deeper and explain to each other the riches of our being in Christ, 
of the common tradition to which we belong, and of the commitments we have 
taken on, to love and to serve. 


But this solidarity and this real unity are constantly under attack both from 
realities outside the church's life and also from within it. We might perhaps 
point to foreign debt as the most tragic expression of division in economics, 
finance and power politics -— a cruel denial of our claim to solidarity and 
fellowship. ... Inevitably we ... are bound up with our own peoples, who are 
the beneficiaries or victims of a system of international distribution of 
wealth which creates a growing gap between the poor and the powerful. ... 


But even within each of our countries, divisions and social conflicts are 
apparent in every congregation and destroy the beauty of sharing together 
which existed in the primitive church; they create a dichotomy in the life of 
congregations between the religious sector - where all appear to be brothers 
and sisters in Christ, and equal before the final judgement of God - and a 
secular sector of life where all are different, depending on ... status. 


This reality of division in the human community represents a direct assault on 
the ideal of community reflected in Acts. We cannot nowadays affirm the 
community we have in Christ without considering the breaches in community 


forced on us by the mechanisms of international injustice or by power factors 
at the national level. 


But the koinonia, fellowship, partnership, and sharing we proclaim as the 
church's and the oikoumene's raison d'étre are also under attack from internal 
enemies, or, perhaps, from internal manifestations of the outside factors we 
condemn. Thus our parochialism and our own limited national standpoints lead 
us to set up criteria and value judgements which we impose on other 
situations. Likewise, our involvement in the faulty distribution of world 
resources is also shown by the imbalance in the economic power of our 
churches, depending on the region of the world in which they are located. 


As a result, paternalism and imperialism - ... theoretically ... set aside - 
are still part and parcel of everyday life; they represent challenges that 
call for structural arrangements ... for disciplines in sharing which will 
prevent both external and internal enemies from likewise dominating the 
structures for mutual sharing in the church of Jesus Christ. ... [EPS] 


— . 


ECUVIEW/Ghassan Rubeiz: 'The Church and Middle East Peace' EPS 87.11.50 


Rubeiz is Middle East secretary with the inter-church aid commission 
(CICARWS) of the World Council of Churches. This is excerpted from the 
October newsletter of the CICARWS Middle East desk. 


.-. The churches in the Middle East are today being challenged to deepen their 
involvement in peace, given the mounting tension in the region and the 
resources which churches have for’ reconciliation. In Lebanon, where 
confessional tension has been fuelled by a diabolic exploitation of religious 
symbols and organizations, the church and the Islamic institutions are hard 
pressed to revive the fading national identity and restore real power sharing. 


Such a breakthrough for Lebanon would bring peace and open the way for more 
spirituality in the infrastructure of the religious institution. Churches 
have been active in healing the wounds of the injured and educating children 
of the displaced families in Lebanon since the beginning of the war. 


Many churches have offered charity within a context of reconciliation by 
serving the needy, without religious or ethnic discrimination. Those churches 
which have served all people have been in fact engaged in peace-making. The 
churches have also been active in humanitarian support and solidarity work 
among the Palestinians. ... 


The Middle East Council of Churches, whose offices have expanded from Beirut 
to Limassol, to Jordan and elsewhere in the region, provides infrastructure 
for work in solidarity, reconciliation, inter-religion dialogue, and peace 
education. Also the Ayia Napa Centre, Cyprus, the Tantour Centre in 
Jerusalem, and the Maronite Patriarchate [in Lebanon] are valuable centres of 
peace and encounter in the region. Church schools and hospitals have served 
as indirect instruments of socialization for peace. 


The record of the churches in peace work is not to be underestimated. 
Nevertheless, one would expect more action, given the urgency for peace in the 
region. What are the problems which face the churches in their mission for 
peace? ... Peace work is not easy. It needs resources, an atmosphere of 
relative freedom and a culture of democracy. The work of the churches on 
peace is limited by political and social realities. 


Politically, the churches in the Middle East are institutions of minority 
communities, except in Cyprus and Lebanon. Within the region, there are wide 
variations of state tolerance for church involvement in peace work of a 
political nature. Local politics of the various communities also limit the 
churches' freedom in this field. 


Foreign intervention, often mixed with religious mission, embarasses the local 
churches. This intervention makes local churches susceptible to tight state 
control outside the religious domain. Arab Christians are still paying dearly 
for the disastrous invasions of the Crusades of the llth and 12 centuries. 
Modern "crusades" in the form of aggressive and fundamentalist evangelism are 
new waves of invasion into the region but with much more subtle aggression. 


There are technical barriers for peace work. Priests, pastors, and lay 
leaders are not trained in peace education and group guidance. Church school 
curricula do not usually include peace courses. Peace education is a new 
subject, even elsewhere in the world. Theologically, the churches of the West 
have made the struggle for peace and justice in the Middle East even more 
difficult. The concept of Israel as ... a state of the "chosen people" is 
rejected by the Arab Christians. [over] 
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However, the Protestant conservative churches of the West tend to retain the 
dispensationalist theology and label Arab Christians as Antisemitic. This 
lack of support on vital issues of justice and peace from the West tempts the 
local Christians to be self defensive. 


Peace is based on values. Peace work requires respect of non-violence, of 
God's creation and of nature's resources. Churches in the region vary in 
their emphasis on peace as a priority. In some communities the churches have 
moved from the era of charity to the era of solidarity. 


However, beyond solidarity for one's community, the Christians' love must 
spill over, across boundaries of religion, race and ideology. We have to wait 
patiently for a new era when the churches will prioritize peace work, not only 
in our region but elswhere in the world. Another barrier to peace work by 
churches is their disunity. The ecumenical march of the local churches is 
slow, but there are signs of progress. ... 


Peace work requires that churches be rooted in the local culture. Churches in 
Arab lands vary in their ethnic distance from Arab culture. Over the ages, 
churches have adapted worship styles of local tradition and language. 
Churches have ordained local bishops. This process of adaptation has been 
slow in some countries. It is a fact that Palestinian and Jordanian Orthodox 
clergy, for example, have not been promoted to the rank of bishop. Their 
ecclesiastical communities are led by Greeks. Also, it is true that many 
Arab-speaking Christians still conduct liturgy which is dominated by a foreign 
language. 


There are other cultural features which make the Christians of Arab lands 
somewhat estranged from their Arab milieu. Such ethnic features in the life 
of the Arab Christians or the Arab-speaking Christians may be necessary to 
their psyche or to their ethnic pride, but the cost of ethnicity may be a loss 
of adaptation to the larger milieu and marginalization in politics. This is a 
very controversial subject. One may argue differently. If Christians demand 
more access to leadership in their Arab communities, they may have to 
incorporate the Arab identity in depth. ... 


For our Christians, engagement in peace is not only a moral and spiritual 
responsibility; it is also a question of vocation. For centuries Christians 
have contributed prolifically in the human services to their Arab region. 
Christians' talents in education, in art, in human services, and their 
cultural links to the Western world enable them to be bridges of communication 
for peace. Arab Christians are natural links between East and West and 
between Muslims and Jews. Since the early centuries Christians have been 
excellent interpreters of this region. The call today for Christians to serve 
as peace mediators is greater than ever. 


To indulge in peace-making demands faith in the future, sacrifice of pride, 
and stamina to remain in their land of origin. Migration of Arab Christians 
from their home land is a problem for their continuity in the region. 
Although the size of the Christian community is about three times that of the 
Jewish community, the Christians feel more vulnerable demographically than 
Jews today. The Muslims' attachment to their land is formidable and the 
Jewish defence of land acquired through war is phenomenal. Politically 
Squeezed between the Jew and the Muslim, many Arab Christians have decided to 
look for refuge abroad. Despite the mounting pressures, Christians of Arab 


tae lay ap opted, so far, to stay on their land and to serve their societies. 


ECUVIEW/Hans Ruedi Weber: ‘Biblical Studies in the WCC' EPS 87.11.51 


Weber retires from his post as director of biblical studies at the World 
Council of Churches at the end of March. He has held the post since it was 
established, in 1971. This item is excerpted from material in the current 
(No.2, 1987) issue of the newsletter of the WCC Sub-Unit on Education. 


-.- [In 1953,] for nearly a year I had struggled with an impossible task. 
Early in the twentieth century some 30,000 people had been baptized in the 
area of Luwuk/Banggai [in Indonesia], but they never received any formal 
catechetical teaching. Two-thirds of them could neither read nor write. 
Therefore the Church in Central Celebes, where I worked as a theological 
teacher, asked me to find ways of communicating the biblical ABCs to these new 
Christians. ... 


While sorting out old papers I found the draft for it which outlines an 
ambitious plan. Two convictions arising from my work in Luwuk/Banggai 
triggered this plan: First, participatory Bible study in groups where 
everybody has something to contribute is the most appropriate way of Christian 
learning. This proved to be true not only for students (before going to 
Indonesia I had worked as a Student Christian Movement secretary), it was true 
also for semi-literate and illiterate Asian villagers. 


Secondly, outside the Western intellectual world reliance on mainly literary 
ways of learning was not sufficient; the oral communicators of Luwuk/Banggai 
had opened my eyes for other biblical ways of communication through stories, 
drawing and gestures. 


Therefore I suggested that the World Council of Churches appoint somebody with 
a good biblical and didactic knowledge who would be available to lead training 
courses for local and regional Bible study enablers. In my draft letter of 
1953 I called that person "a mobile one-man Bossey" [a reference to where the 
WCC's Ecumenical Institute is located], and I dreamed about the way in which 
such a staff appointment might lead here and there "to a chain-reaction for 
bringing the Bible into the congregations". ... 


[After being part of Bible course in Eting, a village of the Luwuk peninsula, ] 
the biblical training developed further. The basic seminars for village 
catechists in the districts were complemented by a theology and ethics course 
in the central "town" of Luwuk for ministers of local congregations. 


While conducting courses in the Banggai archipelago I met more and more with 
"buta huruf" (people who were "blind with regard to letters" = illiterate oral 
communicators). With their help, a catechism for illiterates was elaborated. 
... The catechism with its simple drawings was reprinted several times and I 
am told that it is still being used. ... 


I looked forward to many more years of missionary service in Indonesia. I had 
not the slightest idea that soon illness would bring a sudden end to our stay 
in Luwuk/Banggai. In 1955 began for me a worldwide itinerant ecumenical 
ministry, based in Geneva and Bossey. 


The Bible was not forgotten in the work for the WCC Department on the Laity 
({of which Weber was executive director,] 1955-1961) and in my teaching 
responsibilities at the Bossey Ecumenical Institute ([of which he was 
associate director,] 1961-1971). ... When in the late 1960s a whole series of 
invitations for interesting work assignments in various parts of the world 
came, my family and I decided to leave WCC service. It was then that the old 
project for a worldwide Bible study/teaching ministry suddenly surfaced again. 
..-.- Lover] 
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... Finally, in September 1970, the WCC Executive Committee decided that the 
proposed Secretariat [for the Bible and the Church in the Modern World] should 
be established for a trial period of three years starting April 1971. ... The 
trial period of three years has now become a long stretch of almost 17 years' 
ecumenical work. ... The accent lay at first on biblical consultancy and 
research in the field of biblical interpretation and culture .... Soon, 
however, requests came from churches, national councils and Christian 
education centres asking that the biblical studies secretariat help in the 
training of enablers of ecumenical Bible studies. ... The first one-week 
residential training course took place in 1972 in South Korea. Since then, 
over 100 similar courses have been conducted in almost all parts of the world, 
organized and paid for by the inviting bodies. 


The dream of 1953 was becoming a reality. In the ordination vows of the Swiss 
Reformed Church, of which I am a member and minister, much emphasis is put on 
the vocation for pastors to be "Verbi Divini Ministri" - "ministers of the 
Divine Word". It has been a great privilege to become such a minister on a 
worldwide scale. 


Since 1971, not counting travels to attend “official" WCC events such as 
assemblies and committees, the work of biblical consultancy and training Bible 
study enablers has carried me to all continents. Many of the following 
countries were visited several times: ... Algeria, Benin, Ethiopia, Ghana, 
Kenya, Mozambique, Nigeria, South Africa, Tanzania, Uganda, ... Zambia, ... 
Burma, China, India, Indonesia, Japan, Korea, Philippines, Singapore, ... Sri 
Lanka, ... Barbados, Guyana, Haiti, Trinidad, ... Puerto Rico, ... most 
countries of ... West Europe, ... Czechoslovakia, ... the German Democratic 
Republic, ... Argentina, Mexico, Peru, ... Uruguay, ... Egypt, Israel, ... 
Lebanon, ... many regions of the USA and Canada, ... Australia, ... New 
Zealand, as well as many island areas in Melanesia, Micronesia and Polynesia. 


It has been fascinating to study the Bible together with Christians of all 
major confessional traditions and different cultural, socio-political and 
religious contexts. Making a broad generalisation, one could say that 
Christians in Latin America and the Caribbean often read the Bible through the 
spectacles of God's preferential option for the poor; Asian Christians become 
more and more aware that they must interpret biblical Scriptures in the 
context of Hindu, Buddhist, Muslim or Marxist faiths which also have their 
Holy Scriptures; in Africa and the Pacific the relationship between the Gospel 
and the plurality of cultures, the living together with creation and the links 
with the community of the extended family and tribe are central questions with 
which the Bible is approached; in the Near East the question of peace becomes 
the predominant key for exploring the biblical Scriptures; in Europe and North 
America the quest for meaning leads many to study again the biblical message. 


(Within that context a biblical reflection about the use and misuse of power 
is also overdue.) ... 


[In] the years from the 1953 Bible courses in Eting on the Luwuk peninsula to 
the 1987 ecumenical workshop at Bossey [EPS 87.07.03] ... the aim remained the 
same: to discern through corporate Bible study and meditation what is God's 
"Torah", God's promise, judgment and guidance for today. 


When gathered together from such different cultural, socio-political and 
religious milieus as we were during the Bossey workshop, the "today" becomes 
somewhat blurred and the present-day context extremely complex. It is the 
special vocation of a body like the World Council of Churches to bring 


together Christians from the various and challenging contexts of today for 
ecumenical learning. ... [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘Guidelines for Sharing' EPS 87.11.52 


This text was prepared by the World Consultation on Resource Sharing, 24-31 
October, El Escorial (Spain) [EPS 87.11.44]. 


Section A 


Out of abundant and outgoing love, God has created the world, and has given it 
to all humanity for faithful use and sharing. As recipients of God's gift of 
life, we are called to see the world through God's eyes, offering it in 
blessing through our own acts of love, sharing, and appropriate use. 


But, because of our sin and selfishness, we have misused God's gift. We have 
allowed the interests of a few to lead to unjust structures which perpetuate 
dependence and poverty for many. This is contrary to the purpose of God. 


It is in the midst of this sinful reality that God's very self is offered in 
Jesus Christ for the life of the world. Jesus' self-emptying love on the 
cross leads us to repentance and becomes the power and pattern of our sharing. 


The presence of the Risen Lord in the power of the Holy Spirit enables us to 
break down barriers and renew structures, for the coming of God's Kingdom of 
justice and peace. 


The new life given by the Holy Spirit in Christ creates us as a new people - 
members of one body, bearing one another's burdens and sharing together God's 
life for all. 


In the eucharist, we offer to God ourselves and the whole of creation in its 
brokenness, and receive it back anew. The eucharist sends us back into the 
world to be Christ's body, broken and shared for the life of the world. 


As the first-fruits of the new humanity, the church is called to stand in 
solidarity with all people, particularly with the poor and the oppressed, and 
to challenge the value systems of this world. 


Having confidence in the grace of God in Jesus Christ, who alone through the 
Holy Spirit enables us to live in obedience to God's will, we commit ourselves 
to a common discipline of sharing with all God's people. 


Section B 
In all our sharing we commit ourselves: 


(1) to a new understanding of sharing in which those who have been 
marginalised (by reason of sex, age, economic condition, ethnic origin, 
physical disability, those who are homeless, asylum-seekers and migrants) take 
their place at the centre of all decisions and actions as equal partners. 


This means, for example, (a) churches, councils and networks will establish 
for this purpose ecumenical mechanisms both nationally and regionally, (b) 50 
percent representation of women in decision-making structures. 


(2) to a fundamentally new value system (unlike those reflected for example in 
the present economic order, nuclear threats, industrial pollution, etc.) based 
on justice, peace and integrity of creation and recognizing the rich resources 
of human communities, their cultural and spiritual contributions and the 


wealth of nature. [over] 
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(3) to identify morally and materially with the poor and oppressed and their 
organized movements in the struggle for justice and human dignity in church 


and society. 


This implies that we would strongly denounce any participation, either as 
giver or receiver, in ways of sharing that undermine this struggle. 


(4) to bear witness to the mission of God by identifying, exposing and 
confronting at all levels the root causes and structures of injustice which 
lead to the plundering of the wealth of the third world resulting in poverty 
and the destruction of creation; challenging them and insisting on a new 
economic and political order. 


This would mean, for example, the churches of the North strengthening and 
participating in the anti-nuclear movements now going on to force their 
governments to stop nuclear testing, dumping, etc. 


(5) to enable people to organize themselves and realize their potentials and 
powers as individuals and communities, working towards self—reliance/self- 
determination as a pre-condition for interdependence. 


(6) to be open to one another as friends on the basis of common commitment, 
mutual trust, confession and forgiveness freely informing each other and 
submitting to mutual accountability and correction. 


This implies, for example, mutual accountability with the South participating 
in the meetings and decision-making of the North with regard to resource 
sharing and vice-versa. 


(7) to present to one another our needs and problems in relationships where 
there are no donors without needs, or recipients who cannot enrich the lives 
of others. This would imply for example structural changes in the 
institutions of the North to facilitate this process. 


(8) to promote the wholistic mission of the church under the judgement of 
God's liberating will in words and deeds instead of disrupting and dividing it 
by responding to one part without relating it to the whole. 


(9) to work together in the struggles of people for justice to overcome all 


barriers between different faiths and secular ideologies which divide the 
human family today. 


(10) to resist international mechanisms (such as IMF/WB) which deprive the 
people of the South of their resources (transferring, for example, their hard- 
earned capital, which is more than the aid they receive, in payment of foreign 
debt and thereby put them in a state of perpetual dependence). Contributing 
instead to a fundamental and just redistribution of the wealth and resources 
of a country including the wealth of its churches. 


(11) to devise ways of shifting the power to set priorities and terms for the 


use of resources to those who are wrongfully denied both the resources and the 
power such as movements for social justice. 


This would imply that participation of the South in the decision-making must 
not only be on a consultative basis as it is practised today. ... EPS 
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SHOPTALK (54/40) 


The full text of the communiqué on "Orthodox Perspectives on Creation" (EPS 
87.11.47) is available from WCC/JPIC, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


"Towards Ecumenical Formation in Theological Schools” is the focus of the 
current (October) issue of the WCC quarterly Ecumenical Review (Box 66, 
CH-1211 Geneva 20). 


"Financing Primary Health Care Programs" is the focus of the current 
(October) issue of Contact, bimonthly of the WCC Christian Medical Commission 
(Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20). 


NOSAR and SANU are periodic collections of articles from the WCC Programme 
to Combat Racism (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20). The first is News on the 
Struggle Against Racism; the second is Southern Africa News Update. 


The Economic Basis of Racism is the latest (#24) in the series of reports 
PCR Information series from the WCC Programme to Combat Racism (Box 66, 
CH-1211 Geneva 20). 


An ecumenical appeal for 108,000 US dollars in the wake of snow storms in 
Lesotho is available from WCC/CICARWS Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. Also 
available are situation report #8 (30 October) on relief/rehabilitation in 
Mozambique, and situation report #2 (30 October) on Mozambican refugees in 
Malawi. 


Europe is the focus of the current (September) issue of the WCC Youth 
Newsletter (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20). 


The September issue of the newsletter of the WCC Refugee Service (Box 66, 


CH-1211 Geneva 20) focuses on voluntary repatriation of refugees in Central 
America. 


Most of the September issue of Common Concern, quarterly of the World YWCA (37 


Quai Wilson, 1201 Geneva) is about the recent World YWCA Council [EPS 
87.09.57]. 


The 

1988 Resource Sharing Book, a comprehensive listing of WCC programs, projects, 
and services, is available (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) for 29.50 Swiss francs, 
18.90 US dollars, or 11.50 UK pounds. 


EPS appears 45 times a year. This issue was printed 12 November. The next 
is scheduled for 17 November. EPS deadlines are usually Mondays at 8h00 GMT. 


On request, EPS will send headlines by telex or telefax. Then you can ask 
(and pay) for full texts. 


EPS annual subscription rates (including airmail) are 69.50 Swiss francs, 
42.50 US dollars, 26.50 UK pounds, 52.50 Australian dollars, 65 New Zealand 
dollars, 95 Dutch guilders, 85 FRG marks, 250 French francs, 250 Swedish 
kronor, 175 Indian rupees, or 49.50 Canadian dollars. 
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DISTINCTIVE CONTRIBUTION ON Ecumenical Press 
MORALITY SEEN BY USA ORTHODOX Service 87.11.53 


CRESTWOOD (New York/USA) (Tracy Early) - US Orthodox are dealing with issues 
of sexual morality in ways different from Orthodox countries where they are 
the numerically dominant form of Christianity, according to US Eastern 
Orthodox theologian John Meyendorff. 


It is not forsaking traditional positions, he said in an interview at his 
office here, but is looking at challenges such as abortion more directly and 
handling them more flexibly than is true among Orthodox in some other 
countries, he observed. "The American Orthodox are often simply more aware of 
issues", he said. "We see problems which they sometimes don't." 


Meyendorff, a priest who is dean of St Vladimir's Seminary (Orthodox Church in 
America), was a principal speaker at a recent symposium on contemporary 
morality sponsored by the seminary's alumni association. Held at a conference 
center of the Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America 
(Antiochian Village near Ligonier, Pennsylvania), the four-day symposium (4-7 
October) covered a range of issues, including genetic engineering and drug 
addiction, but centering on sexual morality. 


The pastors, educators, and other participants generally agreed, Meyendorff 
reported, that attempts to frighten people with hellfire are ineffective, and 
that the Orthodox view of sexuality should be set forth in positive terms as 
an ideal. 


Meyendorff disavowed any "triumphalistic" claim that Orthodoxy has all the 
answers to "the disarray of contemporary society". But, he suggested, it 
offers a helpful, and to some extent distinctive, approach. 


The influence of Augustine, he said, has given the Western Christian tradition 
a negativism about sex that Orthodoxy has avoided, though Orthodoxy has 
sometimes reflected negative influences from other sources. 


US Orthodoxy is also avoiding the "relativization" of liberal Christian 
approaches, Meyendorff said, but it does this in its own way, not in the 
manner and spirit of fundamentalism, he said. 


Although the symposium showed that Orthodox clergy need to consult on ways of 
handling problems of sexual morality, and to get in closer touch with the 
lives of their people, he said, there is no change of principles. Orthodoxy, 
he said, is not giving approval to practices such as homosexuality. 


"The Orthodox tradition is not legalistic, and does not see morality as a 


matter of black and white", Meyendorff said. "Rather, there is something 
which is worse and something which is better. Homosexual activity is 
something worse. It cannot be justified as a positive fulfilment of 
humanity." 


Most Orthodox Christians today, Meyendorff pointed out, live under communist 
governments, and do not have opportunity to participate in the shaping of 
social policy on issues such as marriage, divorce, birth control, and 
abortion. "But American Orthodoxy has the opportunity to be on the front line 
and discuss these issues freely", he said. 


The Orthodox tradition on sexuality has limitations and needs to be developed, 
but not abandoned, Meyendorff said. "The Orthodox tradition will serve the 
needs of America", he said, "if it is properly communicated." [EPS] 


WORLD LEADER OF ARMENIAN ORTHODOX: Ecumenical Press 
NOW MORE SOVIET OPENNESS TO RELIGION Service 87.11.54 


NEW YORK (Tracy Early) - Catholicos Vasken Il, world leader of Armenian 
Oriental Orthodox Christianity, whose headquarters is in what is now Soviet 
Armenia, said in an interview here he sees greater openness to religion 
developing in the USSR. 


"The mentality is changing", he said, speaking through an interpreter. One 
evidence, he said, is that important mewspapers in Moscow have carried 
articles acknowledging that the church can make a contribution to the moral 
education of society. 


Vasken was interviewed following a luncheon held for him by the National 
Council of Churches. Armenian Christians highly value their participation in 
the ecumenical movement, he said, and are "inspired" when they are visited by 
delegations from other Christian traditions. 


He also said Armenian relations with Soviet Muslims are good, and he meets 
with their spiritual leaders on occasions such as visits to Armenians in the 
neighbouring Soviet Republic of Azerbaidzhan. 


The catholicos, 79, was in the United States for a pastoral visit (20 
October-20 November) to the two dioceses of the Armenian Church of America. 

A native of Romania who became catholicos in 1955, he had previously visited 
his US flock in 1961 and 1968. This visit was preceded by a few days in New 
York for treatment of a sciatic condition that forced some curtailment of his 
planned schedule. 


Asked about Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev's policy of "glasnost" (openness), 
Vasken said it had no direct effect on the Armenian church, but that relations 
with the government had been good over the past 10-20 years. 


"This does not mean there are no problems", he said. He cited particularly 
the inability of the church to provide religious education to children. He 


also said Armenians hope the time will come when believers will be able to 
hold government offices. 


But Vasken also noted signs of current progress. The Armenian church has 
recently been able to reopen two churches, and by the end of 1987 will reopen 
two more churches and two monasteries, he said. The number of Soviet 


Armenian children brought for baptism has increased, he said, and is now 70 
percent. 


Asked about the separation of Armenians under the catholicosate of Cilicia, 
based in Antelias, near Beirut, Vasken said there is no "division" of the 
church but only a "jurisdictional" problem, and negotiations are underway to 
solve it. But he said he could give no details. 


Vasken said he would like to visit Turkey, where there are 30 parishes, 60,000 
Armenians, and a patriarch under his jurisdiction. Declining to say the 


Turkish government refused to let him come, he said the patriarch was "waiting 
for a more opportune time" to invite him. 


On the day before the interview, Vasken met with UN Secretary General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar. He said he expressed the hope that the UN would follow the 
example of the European Parliament, which last June declared the 1915-17 
killing of Armenians in Ottoman Turkish territory an example of genocide. 
But he said the secretary general made no concrete response. Turkey denies 
that there was any governmental policy of genocide. [EPS] 


Kenya: ecumenical council concerned about corruption, bribery EPS 87.11.55 
MOMBASA — During a weeklong staff consulation here, the National Council of 
Churches of Kenya expressed concern over corruption and bribery in the country, 
and its effect on the spiritual well being of the nation. The meeting also 
discussed challenges and problems as a result of the country's new educational 
system, social and political forces affecting NCCK work, youth unemployment, and 
women's participation in church and society. [EPS] 


"All Saints Declaration on Racism in Britain’ EPS 87.11.56 
LONDON — Co-sponsored by the Programme to Combat Racism of the World Council of 
Churches, and the Community and Race Relations Unit of the British Council of 
Churches, a three-day meeting of about 100 people from church and other groups 
has issued the "All Saints Declaration on Racism in Britain". Calling racism 
"immoral ... anathema to people of all religions and all humanitarian 
ideologies", the group said it exists in "all our institutions - the law, 
education, housing, health, media and politics, in the professions, the trade 
unions, and the churches ... in immigration policies, employment practices, 
educational materials, press reporting, policing operations, and the ways the 
churches themselves work." The declaration includes several requests of the 
church and of the UK government. [EPS] 


USSR: controversy reported among Latvian Lutherans EPS 87.11.57 
KULDIGA - According to a report from England-based Keston News Service, Modris 
Plate, a Lutheran pastor and district dean here who has been dismissed from his 
post "at the request of the Latvian [state] Council for Religious Affairs", is 
refusing to leave his parish, and faces a call to military service (since he is 
now officially unemployed). The KNS report says a representative of the council 
described Plate as an "agent of the CIA". The parish council has reportedly 
refused to accept the replacement pastor, Ivars Murovskis, sent by Latvian 
Lutheran Archbishop Eriks Mesters and the Latvian Lutheran consistory. Plate is 
active in a "Rebirth and Renewal" movement in Support of religious rights [EPS 
87.08.19]. Said to be related to widespread ferment among clergy about the 
Plate case is the temporary suspension of theological courses at the seminary 
and cancellation of a clergy conference planned for last month. [EPS] 


USSR: religious activists allowed to emigrate; others appeal EPS 87.11.58 
MOSCOW —- In recent weeks, several religious activists have been allowed to 
emigrate. They include Latvian Baptists Janis and Gunta Rozkalns and their 
children, and Ojars Ginters and his family (also Latvian Baptists); Lithuanian 
Roman Catholic Vytautas Skuodis; several unregistered Baptists (Viktor Rogalsky, 
Ivan Peters, Eduard Evert and their families, as well as Ivan Kinas); 
Pentecostal Vasili Shilyuk and his family; Baptist and human-rights campaigner 
Vladimir Titov; and Leonti  Veremchuk, Pyotry Sevastyanov, and Anatoli 
Monastyril, and families, active in Rock of Support, an Estonian 
religious-rights group. In addition, an Action Group to Emigrate for Religious 
Reasons is circulating a list of 621 Pentecostals in the Ukraine and in the town 
of Nakhodka, in the Soviet Far East, who are said to wish to leave the country. 
[EPS] 


"Widespread disquiet' about much British Methodist worship EPS 87.11.59 
LONDON - According to a new document from the British Methodist worship 
commission, there is "widespread disquiet about much Methodist worship". 
According to the commission, much of it lacks a sense of the presence of God, 
lacks a balance between educational needs and a worshipping purpose, and lacks 
preparation for and participation in the act of worship itself." Contributing 
factors the commission sees are Methodism's aesthetic poverty and that "we 
expect little" from worship and "bring little to it". The commission has asked 
for responses to its document before the end of this month. It is to report to 
next year's British Methodist Conference. [EPS] 


Kenya: president worries about church splinters EPS 87.11.60 
NYAMONGE - Speaking at an Adventist congregation here (31 October), Kenyan 
President Daniel arap Moi expressed concern about the increasing number of 
splinter church groups in the country. He said they are generally not the 
result of the work of the Holy Spirit, but rather of squabbles and power 
struggles. He urged Kenyans to thank God for the country's peace and 
stability, which allows it to have freedom of worship. [EPS] 


Hungary: pacifist priest appeals to Vatican EPS 87.11.61 
BUDAPEST - Gyory Bulanyi, a pacifist Roman Catholic priest whose work with the 
Bush, a network of base communities in Hungary, has been criticized by the 
country's Roman Catholic bishops, has appealed directly to the Vatican 
Congregation for the Docrtine of the Faith (which has also criticized his 
views). In a letter to Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger, head of the congregation, 
Bulanyi says Hungary's church and state authorities have conspired to "press 
the Bulanyists to the periphery of church life". He also said of his 
controversial manuscript, Church Order, that if anything in it contradicts 
"teachings which mankind has received once and for all time, and which no 
subsequent measures of the church can alter", he would "not wish to advocate" 
that. [EPS] 


WCC's Castro expresses deep concern about election violence EPS 87.11.62 
GENEVA — In a message (5 November) to Henri Hamphy of the National Governing 
Council of Haiti, World Council of Churches General Secretary Emilio Castro 
expressed deep concern about "recent acts of violence", notably the 
"destruction by fire" of the headquarters in Port-au-Prince of the Provisional 
Electoral Council, and the attack on the home of presidential candidate Sylvio 
Claude. Castro appeals for “urgent measures to quell violence and provide 
security to lives and properties of Electoral Council members, candidates, and 
families. It is essential", he adds, “that proper conditions are established 
for conduct of free and fair elections. ... We uphold all people of Haiti in 
our intercessions at this crucial time in their history, as we pray for God's 
guidance on you and other leaders in the performances of your tasks." [EPS] 


World ecumenical delegation visits North Korea EPS 87.11.63 

GENEVA —- A delegation of the Commission of the Churches on International 
Affairs of the World Council of Churches visited the DPRK (North Korea) at the 
invitation of the Korean Christians Federation, and the government Committee 
for the Peaceful Reunification of the Fatherland (9-16 November). According 
to a CCIA announcement, the visit is to "strengthen relations" with the 
federation, which "represents the 10,000-strong Christian community" in the 
DPRK. The CCIA delegation included CCIA Director Ninan Koshy; CCIA 
commissioners Elizabeth Salter and Jaroslav Ondra; former CCIA Executive 
Secretary Erich Weingadrtner; and Gerhard Koéberlin, Asia secretary of the 
Association of Evangelical Churches and Missions in the FRG (West Germany). 
In September 1986, the CCIA organized a meeting [EPS 86.10.03] which brought 


together Christians from the two Koreas for the first time since the country 
was divided, in 1945. [EPS] 


South Africa: bishops call for change in CO law EPS 87.11.64 

CAPE TOWN - The administrative board of South Africa's Roman Catholic bishops 
has asked for a change in South African law to make it legal for conscripts to 
object to military service not only on religious, but also on conscientious 
grounds. The board also encouraged "all priests to give spiritual guidance 
and counselling to those men considering the option of conscientious 
objection." The bishops' appeal came as Ivan Toms, the first member of Cape 
Town 23, a group of conscientious objectors, was to be called for military 
service (12 November). Toms is a doctor working in a poor, squatter area 


re The bishops said his current work should "qualify as national service". 


World church gathering on persons with disabilities EPS 87.11.65 
MONTEVIDEO (Uruguay) - About 50 participants from North, Central, and South 
America and the Caribbean were expected (here, 7-14 November) for a 
consultation of persons with disabilities on issues related to justice, peace, 
and the integrity of creation (JPIC). The meeting was sponsored by the World 
Council of Churches. [EPS] 


Mozambique: ecumenical council asks for prayer EPS 87.11.66 
TANINGA —- In the wake of a "barbaric massacre" of civilians here late last 
month, in which 300 people are thought to have been killed, General Secretary 
Filipe Sique Banze of the Christian Council of Mozambique has asked for prayer 
for the people of the country. The CCM report attributes the massacre to 
"armed bandits and surrogates", a reference to South African-backed forces 
fighting the Mozambique government. Banze also reported a five-hour meeting 
between government officials, including the president, and members of the CCM 
Executive Committee, earlier last month. CCM includes Anglican, Baptist, 
Disciples, Nazarene, Methodist, and Reformed membership. About one in six of 
the 14.1 million people in Mozambique are counted as Christians, most of them 
Roman Catholic. A similar number are Muslims. About half adhere to 
indigenous tribal religions. [EPS] 


Romanian Orthodox Church asks diocese to clarify relationships EPS 87.11.67 
PARIS - The Romanian [Eastern] Orthodox Church (ROC) has asked its Orthodox 
Catholic Diocese of France to "clarify" its inter-Orthodox relationships, and 
its teaching. Founded in the 1930s, and formerly part of other Orthodox 
jurisdictions, the diocese became part of the ROC in 1972. Most of its 
members are French; its worship forms resemble those of Roman Catholics. 
According to an ROC announcement, Germain, the diocesan bishop, has shown 
"tendencies towards individualism and disregard for" church law. [EPS] 


India: theologian contests Vatican ban EPS 87.11.68 
NEW DELHI - Louis Bermejo, a Roman Catholic (Jesuit) priest and professor of 
dogmatic theology, has contested a Vatican decision to withdraw official 
permission for him to teach theology. Bermejo says some opinions attributed 
to him are not his, and some of tentative hypotheses have been treated as 
categorical statements. "Other opinions are correctly attributed to me", he 
Says, "but I reject the accusation that they are against the faith of the 
church." According to a report this month from SAR News agency, based here, 
other Indian Roman Catholic theologians have expressed surprise at the ban, 
which seems to have been prompted particularly by his book, Towards Christian 
Reunion. According to SAR News, areas of Vatican concern about his book 
centre on such questions as "the identity of the Catholic Church as the true 
church of Christ, the normative role of scripture for understanding 
revelation, the ecumenicity and infalliblity of the general councils, papal 
infallibility and jurisdictional primacy, the origin and the transmission of 
the Christian ministry and in particular of the episcopate [bishops], and the 
modality of the real presence of Christ in the eucharist." SAR reported the 
Vatican acted without consulting the Indian Jesuit provincial or the Indian 
conference of Roman Catholic bishops. [EPS] 


Zimbabwe: ruling party warns ‘right, racist’ church groups EPS 87.11.69 
HARARE - An editorial in the organ of ZANU-PF, the party which rules Zimbabwe, 
Says action may have to be taken against "right and racist church 
organizations" based in the United States. It suggests that some missionaries 
who say they have come to preach the gospel or provide social services are 
actually engaged in covert political organizing against the government. 
Similar charges have been made by some church leaders [EPS 87.08.114]. 
ZANU-PF emphasized support for freedom of worship, but said politicized 
foreign church groups "should be scrutinised carefully, and where necessary 
told that their work is not needed in Zimbabwe." [EPS] 


United Methodists delete 'Mother God' hymn EPS 87.11.70 
NASHVILLE (Tennessee/USA) - The United Methodist Hymnal Revision Committee has 
decided, 11-10, not to include a hymn, “Strong Mother God," in the revised 
United Methodist hymnal. It also reversed two previous decisions. It okayed 
"Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus" (which some considered too militaristic), and 
voted 11-9 to reinstate a stanza in "O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing" (which 
some considered offensive because it uses "dumb" to refer to mute people). 
The vote followed what Religious News Service described (14 October) as an 
"emotional debate." Supporters of "Strong Mother God" said it offers a fresh 
alternative to traditional, mostly male Christian references to God. But 
Missouri Area Bishop W.T. Handy observed, "Worship isn't the place for us to 
have a conversation about the images for God." [EPS] 


USA: RC bishops reject 'single-issue' politics EPS 87.11.71 
WASHINGTON -— Anticipating next year's US national elections, the country's 
Roman Catholic bishops issued a statement (14 October) urging voters to reject 
single-issue balloting, and evaluate political candidates on the basis of a 
"full range of issues". It also calls on voters to choose candidates who best 
reflect a “consistent ethic of life" on such issues as nuclear arms, abortion, 
and poverty. [EPS] 


South Africa: a third of white Anglicans said dissatisfied EPS 87.11.72 
JOHANNESBURG - A third of South Africa's white Anglicans are unhappy with the 
[Anglican] Church of the Province of Southern Africa, according to a poll 
published last month by Market and Opinion Surveys. Whites are about 20 
percent of the CPSA membership. A major factor cited in their views was the 
outspoken opposition to apartheid (the country's system of white-minority 
domination) by CPSA Archbishop Desmond Tutu, the first black to head the 
denomination. [EPS] 


Hungary: Reformed inaugurate renovated, enlarged college EPS 87.11.73 
BUDAPEST - A renovated and enlarged Raaday College, one of the intellectual 
centres of the Reformed Church of Hungary, was inaugurated during ecumenical 
and international ceremonies (here, 27-29 September). Renovation costs of 170 
million forints were covered by donations from RCH congregations, the 
Hungarian state, and overseas church supporters. To mark the occasion, the 
college awarded eight honorary doctorates, including to Zambian President 
Kenneth Kaunda, and Archbishop of Canterbury Robert Runcie. [EPS] 


Denmark: ecumenical council looking into inter-—church relations EPS 87.11.74 

COPENHAGEN - At the request of the Council of Evangelical Free Churches, which 
groups eight small Danish denominations, the Ecumenical Council of Denmark, 
which also includes the numerically-dominant Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
Denmark, is to look into how the small Christian groups are treated by the 
Lutherans and the secular authorities. Among the issues are “undesirable 
episodes" in connection with Free Church use of Lutheran church buildings for 
weddings and funerals, and the ways in which the small Christian groups are 


Tere mixed up with representatives of religions other than Christianity. 
EPS] 


Malaysia: religious figures among those arrested in crack down EPS 87.11.75 
KUALA LUMPUR - By early November, the Malaysian government, under terms of the 
country's Internal Security Act, had arrested 93 people, including some with 
notable church connections. The government said the arrests were necessary to 
defuse racial and religious tensions between ethnic Chinese and ethnic Malays, 
respectively about 37 and 55 percent of the population. Most of those 
arrested are ethnic Chinese. Besides religious figures, opposition political 
leaders, academics, environmentalists, and consumer and social activists were 
among those held. Police indicated those arrested would be held for at least 
60 days, and the act allows an extension of up to two years. [EPS] 


World theological education conference to be formed EPS 87.11.76 
SINGAPORE - Twenty-five theology teachers, meeting here, have decided to form 
the World Conference of Associations for Theological Education. A five-person 
committee (representing Africa, Asia, Europe, Latin America, and North 
America) is to prepare a constitution and organize an inaugural meeting, in 
two years. Meeting here under the auspices of the World Council of Churches, 
the group also agreed to encourage more women to Study theology, and the WCC 
Programme on Theological Education is to set aside resources to enable more 
women to study theology at degree level. Other theological-education issues 
dealt with here were. spiritual formation, continuing education, course 
assessment, and course equivalencies. [EPS] 


WCC's Castro writes Sri Lankan, Indian reps on Jaffna situation EPS 87.11.77 
GENEVA — In letters (9 November) to Devapriya Nihal Rodrigo and Jaskaran Singh 
Teja, permanent representatives here respectively of Sri Lanka and India, 
General Secretary Emilio Castro of the World Council of Churches passes on 
recent information "from sources which we fully trust" mentioning, among other 
things, "indiscriminate shelling and aerial attacks" by Indian forces in 
Jaffna Peninsula of Sri Lanka. Indian troops are in Sri Lanka as part of a 
peace-keeping agreement negotiated earlier’ this year between the _ two 
countries' governments, part of an effort to end fighting between government 
forces (principally Sinhalese, the majority ethnic group in the country) and 
ethnic Tamils seeking regional autonomy or independence. Castro asks the two 
representatives to share the information with their governments, "conveying 
our deep concern about the suffering of the people in the region. We appeal 
to your government[s]", Castro adds, "to take immediate steps for 
rehabilitation and relief, and to allow the International Committee of the Red 
Cross and other humanitarian organizations to provide assistance to the people 
in the area. We reiterate our appeal to seek ways to end the fighting and to 
renew efforts for negotiations and political settlement." [EPS] 


Ecumenical consultations meet on creation, justice EPS 87.11.78 
PORTO ALEGRE (Brazil) - Two simultaneous international, ecumenical 
consultations —- on creation and justice - attracted about 60 participants here 
(14-20 November). The meeting on "The Doctrine of Creation and Its Integrity 
- A Challenge to the Responsibility of Christianity Today" focused on ways in 
which Christians are God's collaborators in preserving and healing creation 
against all forces of exploitation and destruction. The meeting on "The 
Ecclesiological Significance of the Churches’ Involvement in Issues of 
Justice" reflected on how the church can be a sign and instrument for God's 
justice in all human situations of injustice. Results of the two gatherings 
are expected to affect two current studies by the Commission on Faith and 
Order of the World Council of Churches - "Towards the Commmon Expression of 
the Apostolic Faith Today" and "The Unity of the Church and the Renewal of 
Human Community". They are also being related to the current WCC emphasis on 
issues of justice, peace, and the integrity of creation (JPIC). [EPS] 


Greece: solution to church-state crisis seen EPS 87.11.79 
ATHENS -— A solution to the multi-month church-state crisis in Greece involving 
land and administration cof the [Eastern Orthodox] Church of Greece [EPS 
87.03.93; 04.05,45; 05.04; 06.31; 09.43] has been announced. Under it, well 
over 100,000 hectares of rural church land will go to the state, to be given 
to landless farmers. State-mandated changes in the way various church 
governing bodies are chosen are dropped. A spokesperson for the Church of 
Greece bishops said the two sides were working "towards a complete 
normalisation of their relations". Most Greeks are Eastern Orthodox. The 
agreement was announced following a meeting (3 November) between Church of 
Greece Archbishop Serafim and Greek Prime Minister Andreas Papandreou. [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘An Orthodox Approach to the Women's Decade' EPS 87.11.80 


These suggestions were drafted by Orthodox women meeting as part of a North 
American meeting on the upcoming Ecumenical Decade for the Churches in 
Solidarity with Women [EPS 87.01.36]. This summary was prepared by two 
participants, Constance Tarasar and Elaine Gounaris Hanna. It appeared in the 
November issue of The Orthodox Church, monthly of the Orthodox Church in 


America. 


Their report noted that "although the Orthodox women welcomed the proclamation 
of the decade, they also expressed their unwillingness to accept certain 
formulations in ... [a] document expressing the rationale for the decade. ... 
In particular, they objected to ‘the need for replacing hierarchical 
structures with more participatory ones,’ noting the false opposition being 
implied. 


[The Orthodox participants recommended: ] 


... 1. That the starting date for the Decade be the Sunday of the Myrrh- 
bearing Women, 24 April 1988; 


2. That a bulletin insert and/or educational packet be prepared, which would 
include background material on the theological and social issues that concern 
women (e.g. resources and models for action and involvement in family issues, 
pro-life activities, programs relating to chemical dependency, domestic 
violence, poverty, the homeless, immigrants, etc.); 


3. That each church or archdiocese hold open hearings in each region, where 
together with the bishop of the diocese, women and men would be able to voice 
their opinions and concerns about issues involving or confronting women in the 
church and society; and that task forces composed of women and men be formed 
to monitor concerns and goals for the churches during the decade; 


4. That existing women's organizations in the church would seek to expand 
their activities to include study of women's concerns in church and society, 
and take appropriate action to deal with those concerns; 


5. That the theologically-educated Orthodox women in North America would 
gather together as a group that could provide the theological undergirding, 


leadership, and direction for the other goals of the Orthodox during the 
decade; 


6. That the Orthodox women in North America would seek to build ties globally 
with Orthodox women in other countries; 


7. That the national organizations of the wives of priests would engage 
themselves in raising the issues that concern women in both church and society; 


8. That youth groups within the church would become involved with women's 
concerns and would be encouraged to engage in their work of witness, mission, 


evangelism, and service in a way that would enable mutual participation of 
their young women and men; 


9. That Orthodox women would become involved on an ecumenical level with the 
concerns and issues of the communities in which they live; 


10. That all of the above activities involve co-operation on a pan-Orthodox 
basis. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Tracy Early: 'Strains in the US Ecumenical Structure’ EPS 87.11.81 


Some months ago, Arie Brouwer was asked whether the dispute over Church World 
Service (CWS) that confronted him when he became general secretary of the [US] 
National Council of Churches in 1985 had ever been settled. "Yes", the 
replied. "Several times." 


At the recent NCC Governing Board meeting in Jacksonville, Florida (3-4 
November), it was "settled" yet again, and the battle again showed the 
difficulty in giving structural expression to the ecumenical movement. 


CWS, the NCC's relief, development, and refugee arm, is overwhelmingly its 
largest unit, with about three-fourths of the total NCC budget. So there are 
organizational challenges in working out an administrative relationship, 
tensions over how much of the NCC financial load will be carried by CWS, and, 
in the weeks leading up to the board meeting, a personnel crisis as Brouwer 
sought the resignation of CWS Director J Richard Butler. Although the crisis 
was resolved, at least for the time being, how strong an ecumenical force the 
NCC can become remains in question. 


The NCC does not hold exclusive rights to the ecumenical movement, but it is 
expected to serve as the leading visible expression. When Pope John Paul II 
visited the US recently, the NCC president, Methodist Bishop Philip Cousin of 
Jacksonville, was chosen to address him on behalf of the ecumenical community. 


In a general sense, the spirit of ecumenism in the US is strong, though the 
flesh is weak. The passions of denominational warfare that formerly raged 
now seem largely spent. For example, Jerry Falwell, a fundamentalist 
Baptist, talked like an ecumenical statesman during the months he headed the 
PTL Club tv ministry and sought help from the Pentecostal followers of Jim and 
Tammy Bakker, the ministry's former leaders. 


Leaders of the fundamentalist movement in the Southern Baptist Convention 
argue relatively little about specifically Baptist doctrines. They bore in 
rather on cross-denominational issues such as biblical inerrancy, abortion, 
and women's ordination. 


In the broader Christian community, co-operation occurs almost everywhere — at 
the American Bible Society, on community service projects or committees for 
social change, in seminaries or the military chaplaincy. 


But it is quite another matter to look for embodiments of ecumenism that might 
give the total Christian community some sense of unity in the body of Christ. 


Advances do occur, however, as in the 1983 Presbyterian merger overcoming a 
Civil War split and in the Lutheran merger, effective next year, uniting three 
bodies into the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 


The nine-denomination Consultation on Church Union (COCU) is more than half 
way through its third decade. But Robert Huston, United Methodist ecumenical 
officer, says the idea that the COCU denominations might merge into something 
like the Church of South India has been abandoned. They seek a level of 
mutual commitment and acceptance of each other's ministries and sacraments 
that goes beyond the "community of communions" concept of the NCC, he says, 
but avoid action "structural in nature". 


A new spirit in Protestant-Roman Catholic relations has developed; many local 
and state councils of churches now have Roman Catholic members. But though a 
1969-71 study by a joint committee on membership in the NCC reported 
favourably, various obstacles kept anything from happening. [over] 


strains/2 


Patricia Ann McClurg, a Reformed (Presbyterian) minister who is the NCC 
president for 1988-89, said in an interview she is willing to see the NCC go 
out of existence if some broader ecumenical body including Roman Catholics 
emerges. But for now, the question is what the NCC can do. 


Now made up of 32 denominations with 40 million members, the NCC was formed in 
1950. It brought together the Federal Council of Churches and other agencies, 
including CWS, in a rather loose confederation. 


Some people now contend a more unified structure will bring the NCC new 
strength. But others say the looser style better accommodates the diversities 
of ecumenical life. For Brouwer the issue is settled, though others still 
question. 


Brouwer and others who believe drawing CWS's financial and organizational 
strength into more direct support is the only way to build a strong NCC, speak 
much of "integration". CWS leaders, fearing erosion of support unless they 
retain some measure of control over CWS affairs, and hold back the 
ever-increasing use of CWS funds for programs of other units, counter by 
urging "integrity" in the handling of designated contributions. Brouwer 
transcends that with "integrity through integration". 


The problem is, there is little “integration” in producing income for the 
council. After 37 years of NCC life, leaders of the member denominations 
still have not set up their budgets to allow adequate funding through 
undesignated gifts. Rank and file church members show little enthusiasm for 
supporting the NCC as a whole; people associated with fund raising for NCC 
units wonder whether contributors will continue to give for an “integrated" 
NCC program. 


At Jacksonville, Brouwer refused to say why he wanted to fire Butler, but 
others indicated he thought Butler was resisting an approved and essential 
policy line to the point of insubordination. But with Butler receiving 
Strong backing from his unit committee and its resourceful chairman, Robert 
Marshall, a seminary professor and former head of the Lutheran Church in 
America, Brouwer apparently decided he could not force through a dismissal in 
the executive committee, or not at acceptable cost. 


So after a lengthy closed door session, the committee reported that the 
general secretary is still the chief executive, "integration" is still the 
policy, and Butler is still CWS director. The story will have more chapters. 


CWS leaders say they accept the concept of moving “towards integration", but 
perhaps more out of political necessity than inner conviction. Norma 
Kehrberg, chief executive of the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) 
will be a key player, both because of her agency's leading role in funding CWS 
and as part of a Church Leaders Panel and a smaller advisers group appointed 
by the NCC executive committee to help smooth CWS's way to the goal. But 
asked if she thinks it would really be good for CWS to have more “integration" 
than it has now, she diplomatically declined to answer. 


While all the above was going on, the NCC registered another ecumenical 
advance in choosing Leonid Kishkovsky, a priest and ecumenical officer of the 
Orthodox Church in America, to serve as the first Orthodox NCC president (in 
1990-91). America, Kishkovsky said at a press conference, offers a special 
opportunity for ecumenical relations between churches of the West and the 
East. Despite internal arguments about structure, the NCC still has the 
Strength to offer a vision and forum for such relationships to live. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW: ‘A Perspective on the Church in the USA’ EPS 87.11.82 


A longer version of this paper was prepared under the auspices of the North 
American Task Force of the World Council of Churches for a meeting last August 
of the WCC Staff Executive Group. 


--- The religious-scene [in the United States] is complex and diverse. The 
WCC has 32 member churches in the USA (including the Orthodox churches). The 
membership of these churches is approximately 42.5 million. The Roman 
Catholic Church counts approximately 52.7 million. ... 


NCGCGUSA: The NCCCUSA is the major ecumenical body, with a budget of 50 
million [US] dollars ... [the bulk of which goes for inter-church aid and 
development work]. The NCCC has an extensive worldwide network of 
relationships and activities. The focus of the NCCC's work has increasingly 
been overseas and has been concerned with US policy as it impacts the world. 


The domestic work of the NCCC through the Division on Church and Society 
(health care, housing, justice for women, racial justice, economic justice, 
etc.) is less extensive. Perceptions of the NCCC are changing among member 
churches as its policies and programmes develop, and as priorities change 
under new leadership. 


Its Commission on Regional and Local Ecumenism is a significant network for 
contacts with member churches through state and local councils of churches. 
In May 1988 the NCCCUSA will facilitate a "Gathering of Christians" to bring 
together people from member churches as well as many other churches — Roman 
Catholic, "evangelical", etc. 


Congress of National Black Churches: Six of the seven historic black churches 
[Methodist and Baptist] (without the National Baptist Convention Inc.) have 


formed an ecumenical body. It is four years old and has now a budget of 10 
million dollars. Emphasis is on support of black churches, black colleges, 
and on the work of the black churches in domestic justice issues, i.e. racism, 
health, welfare, housing, etc. This body is perceived by some as an emerging 
black council of churches, very effective in domestic social justice matters. 


Consultation on Church Union (COCU): There are nine churches in COCU, which is 


25 years old. The consultation's emphasis will likely focus more and more on 
local ecumenical relations. "Councils of Oversight" will be formed at local 
and regional judicatory levels of church life, which will ordain pastors, plan 
ecumenical worship and engage in common mission efforts. This will have major 
implications for councils of churches. The goal of COCU is a "Church of Jesus 
Christ Uniting", but this is still perhaps a generation away. 


Meanwhile, note should be taken of the recent Presbyterian and Lutheran 
unions. One might foresee further unions within church families. The 
possible union of the Christian Methodist Episcopal and the African Methodist 
Episcopal Zion churches (two ... black churches) will strengthen them in 
conversations with the African Methodist Episcopal Church. Some predict that 
the three black Methodist churches will then unite, and then engage in a 
serious dialogue with the United Methodist Church leading to a wider Methodist 
fellowship. The United Church of Christ and the Disciples continue to 
dialogue and the Episcopal Church continues to strengthen relations with 


Lutherans and Roman Catholics. 


Church union seems to be happening in stages. This affects the ecumenical 
climate as mergers momentarily increase denominational consciousness and take 
resources and energy that might otherwise go into conciliar work, which then 
becomes more necessary and more difficult. [over] 
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Church Leadership: Since Vancouver, 14 of the 16 [WCC] member churches that 
function with a "head of communion" have changed top leadership. These are 
the persons who give leadership in the US Conference (of WCC member churches) 
and upon whom we depend for support of the WCC within their churches. 
Therefore, continuity often depends on ecumenical officers and heads of boards 
and agencies. [Recent WCC staff conversations with representatives of the 
Presbyterian Church (USA), Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, and 
[Anglican] Episcopal Church] ... are models that could be urged for other 
member churches. Out of 17 US members of [WCC] Central Committee, seven are 
no longer in the leadership positions they had in their churches at the time 
of [the WCC assembly in] Vancouver [in mid-1983]. 


Church Headquarters: Important changes are taking place. ... There will be a 
mid-west cluster of church headquarters: Disciples in Indianapolis [Indiana], 
Brethren in Elgin (Illinois), Friends in Richmond (Indiana), Lutherans in 
Chicago, Presbyterians in Louisville. [WCC] Staff visits must take this into 
account, Still in the New York-to-Washington area will be the Reformed 
Church, Episcopal Church, United Methodist Church, United Church of Christ 
(until 1990), American Baptists, Progressive National Baptists, AME [= African 
Methodist Episcopal] Church, Orthodox Church in America, and the Greek 
Orthodox Archdiocese. The NCCC and COCU will remain in [the] New York [area]. 


These moves are a response to constituency demands, and can be seen as an 
attempt by the churches to strengthen credibility with their constituency. It 
expresses an intention to reduce the gap between headquarters and 
congregations, and a response to reduced income and membership. It can be 
seen as decentralization, with more power exercised by the judicatories, which 
makes local ecumenism more vital, and national ecumenism more difficult. ... 
The moves will reduce the potential for ecumenism by proximity, and will make 


coming together at NCCC or WCC gatherings more unique and perhaps more 
special. ... 


Non-member churches: The "conservative" churches continue to grow (in spite of 
recent scandals in tv religious activity) while the "mainline" (and more 
“liberal") churches struggle harder for members and support. There is an 
intense struggle going on in the Southern Baptist family between moderate and 
conservative forces, which may not be healed. There is also a growing split 
between fundamentalist, moral-majority churches, and conservative evangelical 


groups, with the latter seeking a legitimacy free from the caricature 
portrayed by tv evangelism. 


In the conservative part of the NAE (National Association of Evangelicals) 
constituency there are those who cautiously welcome a relationship to the 
WCC, The World Mission and Evangelism Conference in the US [in May 1989] 


offers a special opportunity for building relationships with this large group 
of US churches. 


The Roman Catholic Church is larger than all the WCC member churches together. 


--. The RC bishops' statements on the economy and on peace have made a great 
impact on economic life. Many local councils of churches have RCC membership; 


co-operation is good but informal. The question of RCC membership in the NCCC 
is not under discussion. 


Orthodox Churches: These are Strong in the places where they are: they can be 
defined ethnically. ... In the future, there is the possibility opening up of 
a dialogue between the Orthodox churches and the black churches. [EPS] 
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SHOPTALK (54/41) 


Two new itmes in the series of Faith and Order Papers: 
#137: Churches Respond to BEM (Volume IV), edited by Max Thurian. 
#141: Minutes of the 1987 Meeting of the F&O Standing Commission. 
The BEM book costs 27.50 Swiss francs, 17.50 US dollars, or 10.90 UK pounds. 
The minutes cost 8.90 Swiss francs, 5.95 US dollars, or 3.50 UK pounds. 
Both are available from WCC Publications, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


Southern Africa is the focus of the current (#39) issue of Migration Today, 
newsletter of the WCC Migration Secretariat (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20). 


The latest (#35) in the WCC Risk book series is Everyday Ecumenism: Can You 
Take the World Church Home? Written by John Bluck, it costs 7.90 Swiss 
francs, 4.95 US dollars, or 3.25 UK pounds. 


Material on recent activities of the Council of Swaziland Churches is 
available from the nine-denomination CSC at Box 1095, Manzini, Swaziland. CSC 
members are the African Apostolic Faith Mission, African Methodist Episcopal 
Church, Christian Apostolic Holy Spirit Church in Zion, [Anglican] Church of 
the Province of Southern Africa, Evangelical Lutheran Church, Mennonite 
Central Committee, National Baptist Church, Roman Catholic Church in 
Swaziland, and United Christian Church of Africa. 


Transformation Resource Centre (Box 1388, Maseru 100, Lesotho) has avilable 
material on church responses to the miner's strike earlier this year in South 
Africa. 


Additional material on the International Conference on Children, Repression, 
and the Law in Apartheid South Africa [EPS 87.10.06] is available from 
WCC/PCR, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


A report on a two-week trip in September/October to the USA-Mexico frontier 
by André Jacques, WCC migration secretary, is available (in French) from 
WCC/CICARWS, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


A summary report from a National Consultation on Science and Technology: Its 
Impact on Women sponsored by the All India Council of Christian Women (part 
of the National Council of Churches in India) is available from the NCCI, 
Christian Council Lodge, Civil Lines, Nagpur, 440 001 MS, India. 


EPS appears 45 times a year. This issue was printed 17 November. The next 
is scheduled for 24 November. EPS deadlines are usually Mondays at 8h00 
GMT. On request, EPS will send headlines by telex or telefax. Then you can 
ask (and pay) for full texts. 


EPS annual subscription rates (including airmail) are 69.50 Swiss francs, 
42.50 US dollars, 26.50 UK pounds, 52.50 Australian dollars, 65 New Zealand 
dollars, 95 Dutch guilders, 85 FRG marks, 250 French francs, 250 Swedish 
kronor, 175 Indian rupees, or 49.50 Canadian dollars. 


WCC STAFF MEMBERS CONCERNED Ecumenical Press 
ABOUT SRI LANKA, PHILIPPINES Service 87.11.83 


GENEVA - In recent messages, leading staff members of the World Council of 
Churches have expressed concern about situations and incidents in Sri Lanka 
and the Philippines. 


In a message (12 November) to Sri Lankan President Junius Jayewardene, WCC 
General Secretary Emilio Castro described himself as "deeply distressed" 
about the assassination of Michael Rodrigo, a priest who worked in Badulla 
with poor peasants, "with whom he identified, irrespective of religious 
considerations. 


"We support your efforts to combat violence and restore peace in Sri Lanka", 
Castro added, "and trust there will be an immediate judicial enquiry into 
Father Rodrigo's death." 


Earlier, Castro wrote to the Indian and Sri Lankan permanent representatives 
in Geneva expressing concern about the situation in the Jaffna peninsula of 
Sri Lanka [EPS 87.11.77]. 


In a message (12 November) to Philippine President Corazon Aquino, WCC 
International Affairs Director Ninan Koshy expressed deepening concern over 
the "developing trend in [the] Philippines towards the resolving of 
differences of beliefs and persuasions by violent means. 


"The disregard of the precesses of justice, and by any group to take the law 
into their hands without the benefit of the courts, and execute anyone who 
oppose or differ in opinion could only lead to erosion of faith in constituted 
authorities, and cause rapid deterioration of the democratic process for 
justice and peace for all people in the Philippines", Koshy added. 


He called on Aquino to "take all appropriate measures to uphold and protect 
the human and democratic rights of the Filipino people." 


In a separate letter to Aquino (13 November), Castro drew her attention to 
newspaper reports branding the United Church of Christ in the Philippines and 
24 other organizations "concerned with justice and human rights" as "communist 
front[s]" or "“communist-infiltrated organizations". 


The UCCP is a WCC member. Castro said the denomination considers the 
newspaper reports a "viciously slanderous" reaction to an open letter of 30 
October “expressing due concern about aspects of the country's socio-economic 
problems." 


Castro said the UCCP "has been constantly supportive of political, social, 
economic, and spiritual transformations in the Philippines, i.e., the very 
same challenges courageously pursued under your dignified leadership of the 
country." 


He added that the WCC is "much aware of these endeavours, and is itself 
clearly on record in supporting the process towards democracy in the 
Philippines. We trust that such slander campaigns inimical not only to 
churches and democratic sectors of society, but to the commonweal of the 
country itself, will not be able to divide all those who believe in and pray 
for a more just society in the Philippines." 


Said Castro, "We keep you and your family in our prayers." [EPS] 


ENGLISH ANGLICANS AFFIRM CHASTITY, Ecumenical Press 
FIDELITY; REJECT HOMOSEXUAL ACTS Service 87.11.84 


LONDON (Robert Nowell) - In two separate debates, the [Anglican] Church of 
England General Synod this month declared homosexual acts impermissible, and 
affirmed chastity and fidelity as a major way to help stop the spread of the 
Aids virus. 


Introducing the Aids debate, John Yates, bishop of Gloucester, said whatever 
stance governments might take, the church must emphasize as strongly and as 
loudly and as often as it can that chastity and fidelity would halt the spread 
of Aids through sexual intercourse. "The challenge to the churches", he said, 
"is to find ways of doing that positively and attractively, rather than 
negatively and judgementally." 


Robert Runcie, archbishop of Canterbury, stressed that the "only safe way" of 


preventing the spread of Aids is through fidelity. "Many have thought that 
the physical pleasure of sex can be divorced from its moral commitment", he 
went on. "The price of that divorce is very high. If you try to love ona 


limited-liability basis, you limit your ability to love at all." Runcie also 
warned against allowing the fear aroused by Aids to encourage a witch hunt. 
He said disease is no respecter of virtue, and Christians must have better 
ways of dealing with fear. 


In the end, the synod unanimously affirmed traditional teaching on chastity 
and fidelity in personal relationships, welcomed the concern reflected in 
government initiatives, and urged all members of the Church of England to 
respond with compassion and understanding to all those affected by Aids. 


In a separate debate, the synod tackled the question of how this traditional 
teaching is to be interpreted. Before it was a motion from Tony Higton, a 
parish priest. It affirmed that "fornication, adultery, and homosexual acts 
are sinful in all circumstances", and stated that Christian leaders are to be 
“exemplary in all spheres of morality, including sexual morality, as a 
condition of being appointed to or remaining in office." 


This was a bit too strong for the synod. Michael Baughen, bishop of Chester, 
suggested it would require the immediate resignation of all the church's 
bishops and other clergy. But the synod firmly rejected (325-46) an 
amendment moved by another priest, Malcolm Johnson, whose London parish is the 
headquarters of the Lesbian and Gay Christian Movement. Johnson's wording 
called for stability, commitment, and permanence in all human relationships, 
and was understood as okaying genital homosexual activity in some cases. 


Instead, the synod opted for Baughen's alternative wording, which in the end 
it endorsed 403-83, with 13 abstentions. The synod thus affirmed that sexual 
intercourse is an act of total commitment which belongs properly within a 
permanent married relationship, that fornication and adultery are sins against 
this ideal, and that homosexual genital acts also fall short of this ideal. 
Such sins are to be met by a call to repentance and the exercise of compassion. 


The synod added that all Christians are called to be exemplary in all spheres 
of morality, including sexual morality, and that holiness of life is 
particularly required of Christian leaders. But the synod narrowly defeated 


an amendment which called for “appropriate discipline" among the clergy in 
cases of sexual immorality. 


On its final day the synod unanimously called for the release of Anna 
Chertkova, the 59-year-old Russian Baptist who for the past 14 years has been 
detained in a special psychiatric hospital. [EPS] 


USA: MOZAMBIQUE Ecumenical Press 
ON CHURCH AGENDA Service 87.11.85 


NEW YORK (Tracy Early) - Parts of the church in the United States are stepping 
up their efforts on behalf of Mozambique. 


They are raising funds to aid the five million or more of Mozambique's 14 
million people who are estimated to be at risk of starvation. They are 
calling attention to statistics indicating that Mozambique's infant mortality 
rate is the highest in the world - 375 per 1000. They are encouraging the US 
government to continue its policy of working with the Mozambique government, 
(though some seem to favor forces fighting against it). 


Church World Service, relief and development arm of the National Council of 
Churches, issued appeals in January, February, and April for funds to aid 
displaced and refugee Mozambicans. Last month, (9 October), CWS Director J 
Richard Butler incorporated those appeals in one comprehensive asking of 1.5 
million US dollars. Funds received are to be part of an international effort 
supported by the World Council of Churches through its inter-church aid 
commission (CICARWS). 


Aid already given by CWS this year includes 1.2 million US dollars in seeds 
and clothing for Mozambique and 25,000 US dollars for blankets provided to 
Mozambican refugees in South Africa by the South African Council of Churches. 


In an interview here, Butler said Mozambique is the principal emphasis in his 
current speaking engagements and other efforts on behalf of the world's 
hungry. With two other CWS staff members, Butler visited Mozambique (19-29 
September), and participated in a meeting with representatives of Canadian and 
European church agencies. 


Butler said his "first-hand experience and knowledge" helps him "raise the 
issue more visibly in this country." His presence, he added, "demonstrate[d] 
the seriousness with which we are taking their situation." 


He and his associates reported on their return that they found stark evidence 
of the destruction and insecurity created by guerrillas - commonly called 
bandidos (bandits) - who seem to have no goals other than destabilizing the 
country. 


Most guerrilla raids are attributed to the Mozambique National Resistance, 
commonly called the MNR or Renamo, but some may be the work of independent 
outlaws. The raids, the CWS visitors said, are carried out with great 
cruelty and indicate no political objectives. 


Catholic Relief Services, agency of the US Roman Catholic bishops, also 
provides assistance to Mozambique. Terence Kirch, who directs the agency's 
work in southern Africa from a base in Lesotho, reported during a New York 
visit that ground transportation in Mozambique is virtually impossible except 
under military escort. Although Mozambique has been troubled by drought, 
Kirch attributed the food crisis largely to the guerrilla raids disrupting 
farm activity. 


Butler said the US church effort on behalf of Mozambique was in its "beginning 
stages", but would increase as public awareness grew. One stimulus, he 
noted, would be an hour-long documentary, "Mozambique - The Struggle for 
Survival", recently shown on some tv stations. Betty Thompson, an executive 
of the United Methodist Board of Global Ministries who arranged partial board 
funding for the documentary, said a 30-minute version is in the works for use 
in churches. [over] 


mozambique/2 


The documentary includes an interview with Kenneth Flower, who was director of 
intelligence for the white-minority government of Rhodesia (pre-—independence 


Zimbabwe). 


He said Rhodesia set up Renamo to help get information about guerrillas 
attacking Rhodesia from bases in Mozambique. When the white government came 
to an end, he said, it turned Renamo over to South Africa. 


Advertising itself as an anti-communist force, Renamo has drawn support from 
some conservative US politicians. 


However, the Reagan administration thinks it can do business with the 
Mozambique government, and does not offer Renamo the backing it gives the 
Unita guerrillas in Angola. But confirmation (9 September) of Melissa Wells 
as the new US ambassador to Mozambique was held up nearly a year by 
conservatives questioning administration policy. 


In a letter to Secretary of State George Shultz, Director Dwain Epps of the 
NCC International Affairs Commission, wrote (23 July): "We strongly agree with 
your policy of seeking improved relations with the government of Mozambique, 
and we hope this will lead to increased humanitarian and economic development 
assistance to this beleaguered people through official channels." 


Aside from the Roman Catholic Church, the principal denomination in Mozambique 
is part of the [US-based] United Methodist Church. 


The United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) recently voted 200,000 US 
dollars for the CWS appeal and launched an effort to raise 300,000 more. In 
addition, it has sent 400,000 in inter-church aid over the past year. 


The United Methodist overseas mission agency, the World Division, also 
provides funds and personnel to the church in Mozambique. 


Roy I. Sano, bishop of the United Methodist Denver Area, and division 
president, led a delegation visiting Mozambique and taking assistance in 
mid-1986. He also joined the division's chief executive, Peggy Billings, in 
writing Reagan and Shultz letters of support for their Mozambique policy. 


Other US activity includes the work of such groups as Friends of Mozambique, 
organized in 1984 by Artur Vilankulu, son of a retired Mozambican Methodist 
pastor and now a New York resident. 


United Methodists helping him in a program of educational assistance for 


refugees in Portugal include those of the Mission Society, an unofficial 
evangelical-oriented group. 


Conservative church support for Renamo is as yet barely visible. 


A recent article in the National Catholic Reporter said tv evangelist Jimmy 
Swaggart, an Assemblies of God minister, refused to confirm or deny a report 
from the pro-Renamo Mozambique Information Office that he supports their cause 
through congregations in Renamo-controlled areas. 


The article said President Michael Howard of Shekinah Ministries, the creation 
of a white Assemblies of God church in Zimbabwe, told in a fund-raising letter 
of visiting Renamo President Alfonse Dlhakama and seeing him and a friend 
"take off their hats and kneel in the dust accepting Jesus". [EPS] 


Jewish critiques come on Lutheran World Federation document EPS 87.11.86 
GENEVA — Two high-level delegations, one from the Israeli diplomatic mission 
here, and the other on behalf of the International Jewish Committee on 
Interreligious Consultations, visited Lutheran World Federation headquarters 
and sharply criticized parts of a document on "The Palestinian-Israeli Issue" 
last month by the LWF [EPS 87.10.68]. After the meeting, LWF General 
Secretary Gunnar Staalsett said "it was precisely the type of conversation 
which the [LWF] Executive Committee intended to set in motion." He stressed 
that the "staff report is designed as background information, and does not, 
nor was it intended to, represent the official position of the LWF." He also 
observed that a Palestinian group which had critiqued the report thought it 
was "heavily biased in favour of the Israeli position". [EPS] 


Nicaragua: contras release two kidnapped clergy EPS 87.11.87 
MANAGUA - The contras, the group fighting the Nicaraguan government, have 
released two clergy they had kidnapped last month - Enrique Blandon (Roman 
Catholic) and Gustavo Adolfo (Adventist). The two had been threatened with 
execution [EPS 87.11.04]. [EPS] 


Amnesty International spotlights long-detained bishop in China EPS 87.11.88 
GENEVA - In its November bulletin, the French-speaking Swiss section of 
Amnesty International highlights Chinese Roman Catholic Bishop Peter Joseph 
Fan Xueyan, jailed or under house arrest in China almost continually since 
1958. He is one of the last Chinese Roman Catholic bishops consecrated under 
Vatican auspices, and has strongly opposed the official policy of Chinese 
Catholicism since the 1950s to cut links with the Vatican. [EPS] 


USA: court reinstates $1m malpractice suit against congregation EPS 87.11.89 
LOS ANGELES - the California Court of Appeal has reinstated a lawsuit for one 
million US dollars brought against a congregation by a couple whose son 
committed suicide. The couple said incompetent counselling by four ministers 
of the Grace Community Church of Sun Valley, a fundamentalist congregation, 
led to their son's death. The court opinion said the issue is not a question 
of clerical malpractice, but rather a question of "negligent failure to 
prevent suicide and intentional or reckless infliction of emotional injury 
causing suicide" which "happen to have been committed by church-affiliated 
counsellors." Opponents of the ruling say it could have a "chilling effect" 
on anyone engaged in religious counselling, and that it could in effect force 
church counsellors to send people to psychiatrists or similar therapists, even 
though it may be contrary to their religious convictions. [EPS] 


South Africa bans issues of two church publications EPS 87.11.90 
JOHANNESBURG - South African censors have banned distribution and importation 
of the July/August issue of One World, magazine of the World Council of 
Churches. The issue includes a report on a church conference in Lusaka which 
included leaders of groups seeking to overthrow the South African system of 
white domination. Censors also banned possession of the June issue of Justice 
and Service, a Lutheran newsletter published in Zimbabwe. It commemorates the 
llth anniversary of the Soweto uprising in South Africa. [EPS] 


Romania: three more church buildings reported destroyed EPS 87.11.91 
BUCHAREST — Paris-based Orthodox Press Service (SOP) reports (November) three 
more church buildings have been torn down in recent months in connection with 
urban redevelopment projects here in the Romanian capital. One of the three 
was the 18th-century Sfinta-Vineri church, recently completely restored, SOP 
reports. It adds that “extraordinary tension continues" because of the 
opposition of some church people to the government's redevelopment efforts as 
they affect church buildings. SOP says at least a score of churches have been 
torn down here in the last decade, with 60 more projected in connection with 
various redevelopment projects. [EPS] 


India: School of Ecumenical Theology to start next year EPS 87.11.92 
BANGALORE -— The Ecumenical Christian Centre here plans to launch an Indian 
School of Ecumenical Theology next year. The centre board includes Roman 
Catholic, United (CSI, CNI), Independent (Mar Thoma), Methodist, Oriental 
Orthodox, and Baptist membership. [EPS] 


Switzerland: Protestants ask re-examination of SA relations EPS 87.11.93 
ZURICH — The council of the Federation of Protestant Churches of Switzerland 
(which includes Methodist and Reformed membership), has asked the Swiss 
government and economic leaders to "re-examine their political and economic 
relations with South Africa, with a concern for the credibility of our 
country's democratic tradition and humanitarian responsibility." [EPS] 


USA: ‘Ecumenical Sunday‘ set for 31 January EPS 87.11.94 
NEW YORK - For the first time, the [US] National Council of Churches is 
offering materials to help congregations observe Ecumenical Sunday, next 31 
January. The Sunday follows the annual Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, 
observed in the United States and most countries 18-25 January. [EPS] 


Canada: ecumenical council urges Beirut embassy be reopened EPS 87.11.95 
OTTAWA - Following a 15-day trip to the Middle East, a delegation of the 
Canadian Council of Churches has urged the Canadian government to reopen the 
embassy in Beirut it closed in June 1985 when it decided the staff's safety 
was at risk. Delegation member Bruce McLeod, a former moderator of the United 
Church of Canada, said the closure is “interpreted as saying Lebanon has no 
future." It also said that imported North American Christian fundamentalism 
in the Middle East is increasing tension and mistrust there. [EPS] 


Peru: 300 church people in poverty declaration EPS 87.11.96 
LIMA — About 300 church people, notably Roman Catholic theologian Gustavo 
Gutierrez, have branded the "inhuman and anti-gospel poverty to which 
thousands of Peruvians are condemned" as "violence against our people”. Ina 
declaration in the media, the group said the "massive concentration of 
political and economic power in the hands of a privileged and self-concerned 
minority is a situation which constitutes a revolting scandal, and a total 
rejection of essential Christian principles." The statement came in the 
context of a debate in the country on a proposal by Peruvian President Alan 
Garcia to nationalize banks and financial societies. [EPS] 


USA/Costa Rica: new Methodist mission agreement EPS 87.11.97 

SAN JOSE - A new agreement between the Evangelical Methodist Church of Costa 
Rica and the World Division of the United Methodist Board of Global Ministries 
is expected to improve strained relations between them [EPS 86.10, 85.5 eebte halen 
Announced last month, it updates a 1981 understanding. It permits the 
division to relate to ecumenical organizations and secular grous in Costa Rica 
as long as they are understood to enhance the mission of the church there. 
Similarly, the Costa Rican denomination can choose ecumenical groups to which 


it will relate, provided they are seen as enhancing the mission of the church 
in the United States. [EPS] 


Irish Council of Churches urges extradition agreement EPS 87.11.98 

LONDONDERRY (Northern Ireland) - Following a meeting here last month, the 
Autumn Meeting of the Irish Council of Churches called for "early 
implementation" of an extradition agreement between the United Kingdom (of 
which Northern Ireland is a part) and the Republic of Ireland. The meeting 
said the agreement "would be an important step towards a shared and effective 
security policy which is an essential part of the creation of community 
co-operation and confidence in Ireland." The ICC includes Anglican, Lutheran, 


Methodist, Moravian, Reformed (Presbyterian), Quaker, and Salvation Army 
membership. [EPS] 


France: joint declaration on Jewish—Christian remembering EPS 87.11.99 
LYON - In a joint statement (here, 11 November) French Grand Rabbi René—Samuel 
Sirat and the presidents of three Christian groups — Protestant Federation of 
France (Jacques Stewart), Conference of [Roman Catholic] Bishops of France 
(Albert Cardinal Decourtray), and [Eastern] Orthodox Inter-Episcopal Committee 
(Meletios), urged Christians and Jews not to forget the past, notably Jewish 
suffering during World War II. According to Stewart, the four spoke = out 
because of recent tendencies to "make banal a crime against humanity. 
Intolerable attitudes", he added, "are again Spreading the poison of 
discrimination and the drug of egoistic indifference." In their common 
declaration, the four said "there is no justice and no peace if people close 
their eyes on hate and pain, if one distorts the truth about what happened in 
the past." In recent weeks, French politician Jean-Marie Le Pen has been 
rebuked by some for his remark that the Holocaust was a simple detail of World 
War II. [EPS] 


USA: conference considers RC role in ecumenical councils EPS 87.11.100 
INDIANPOLIS - Most ecumenical councils do not include Roman Catholics among 
their members, but some - an increasing number -— do, including those in 
several US states. About 40 representatives of councils in seven of those 
States - Indiana, Ohio, Illinois, Michigan, Kentucky, West Virginia, and 
Tennessee — met here under the auspices of the 32-denomination [US] National 
Council of Churches and the National Conference of [US] Catholic Bishops. 
Kenneth Povish, bishop of the Roman Catholic diocese of Lansing (in Michigan) 
called for "holy impatience" in dealing with the Roman Catholic Church and the 
ecumenical movement. Participants noted their pain that shared eucharists 
between Roman Catholics and members of other Christian traditions are still 
not officially possible; they also regretted that their councils tend to 
avoid controversial issues like abortion. [EPS] 


Proposed United Methodist theological statement stresses Wesley EPS 87.11.1011 
OKLAHOMA CITY (Oklahoma/USA) - References to "Wesley", the 18th-century 
Anglican who founded what became Methodism are frequent in a 10,000-word 
report being recommended to next year's United Methodist General Conference as 
a statement of the denomination's theology. "Theological pluralism" is not 
mentioned in the new text, though it is a notable feature of the current 
(1972) section on doctrine and doctrinal statements which it would supersede 
in the UM Book of Discipline. Much of the text, the work of a 22-member 
committee chaired by Florida Area Bishop Earl Hunt, was criticized as 
"problemmatic" by the UM General Commission on Christian Unity and 
Interreligious Concerns. Another committee member, Philippines Area Bishop 
Emerito Nacpil, called the committee's “effort to reclaim our Wesleyan 
tradition ... an important contribution to the ecumenical dialogue." The new 
text emphasizes that the "primacy of Scripture" is the main source and 
criterion for "authentic Christian truth and witness". Hunt said the 1972 
text "almost glorified pluralism. It did so in a justifiable way. But the 
term became abused." Nacpil said pluralism has been "highly disastrous" for 
United Methodism. "We cannot have a pluralism of doctrines", he said. "There 
must be standards that regulate our understanding of the faith." [EPS] 


South Africa: RC bishops deny Austrian politicians' comments EPS 87.11.102 
VIENNA - Following a meeting with Roman Catholic bishops in South Africa, a 
group of politicians from the Austrian People's Party said the bishops are 
"unambiguously" distancing themselves from two leading church opponents of 
apartheid - Alan Boesak and Desmond Tutu. A reply on behalf of the bishops 
said the "delegation came into that meeting with opinions which they would 
retain, no matter what we would say or not." They said the bishops' 
delegation "never at all "distanced itself" from Boesak and Tutu. "We work 
very closely with them", the bishops said. [EPS] 


Greece: Aids reported causing concern on Mount Athos EPS 87.11.103 
MOUNT ATHOS -— The French news agency AFP reported this month that monks in 
this community of 20 Eastern Orthodox monasteries were living in a "State of 
extreme disquiet" after learning that a former novice is a carrier of the Aids 
virus. AFP reported that the leaders of the monasteries were considering 
having all 2000 or so monks and hermits undergo an Aids test. [EPS] 


Baptists asked to observe Human Rights Day EPS 87.11.104 
WASHINGTON - The Human Rights Commission of the Baptist World Alliance has 
called on all Baptist congregations to mark Sunday, 6 December, as "Human 
Rights Day". In a paper delivered to the commission, Per Midteide of Norway 
said the struggle for human rights is not really on the agenda of many 
Baptists, and that Baptists have been slow to discover that in participating 
in the struggle for human rights, Christians are joining God's healing passion 
for the world. [EPS] 


Malaysia: RC bishops ask government to release detained EPS 87.11.105 
KUALA LUMPUR - Roman Catholic bishops in Malaysia have appealed to the 
government to release the 90-plus people, including some with notable church 
connections, detained last month under the Internal Security Act [EPS 
87.11.75]. In a pastoral letter, the bishops described the act as "immoral in 
that it blatantly violates the basic human right to trial in an open court, 
however necessary and legal it may be to perserve national security." [EPS] 


Adventists open all standing committees to women EPS 87.11.106 
WASHINGTON - The Executive Committee of the General Conference of Seventh-day 
Adventists has created 88 new positions on conference standing committees so 
as to be able to appoint women to all of them. SdA General Conference 
President Neal Wilson said the action is part of the fulfilment of a 1985 
conference mandate to provide wider opportunities for service to women in all 
areas not requiring ordination. [EPS] 


Irish Presbyterians fault Anglo—Irish Agreement EPS 87.11.107 

BELFAST - The General Board of the Presbyterian Church of Ireland called (29 
October) the Anglo-Irish Agreement (which gives the Republic of Ireland some 
say in the affairs of Northern Ireland, a province of the United Kingdom) "at 
least in part structurally defective". It said that the agreement "has not 
led to peace, stability, and reconciliation for Northern Ireland people as a 
whole." It urged "radical review of the ... agreement ... with a view to its 
reform." About 95 percent of the PCI membership lives in Northern Ireland. 
Unionist politicans there have been strongly critical of the agreement. Roman 


eee. are a majority in the republic and a minority in the province. 
EPS] 


Sudan: ecumenical report says 2000 dead at hands of army/police EPS 87.11.108 
NAIROBI - According to a report (9 November) from Africa Church Information 
Service, more than 2000 Sudanese have died in detention or at the hands of the 
national army or police in Sudan. ACIS was reporting on a document by the 
Sudan Council of Churches presented at a church consultation here this month. 
The SCC report said no formal charges were brought against the victims, "but 
the common assumption is that they were victims because of real or assumed 
sympathies to the Sudan People’s Liberation ARmy, or simple revenge." [EPS] 


Pan-African meeting of Salvation Army senior officers EPS 87.11.109 

LIMURU (Kenya) - A week-long meeting of senior Salvation Army officers in 
Africa was scheduled here beginning 16 November. Issues on the officers' 
agenda included indigenous leadership, youth work, education, social service, 
roles of women, and development projects. More than 30 participants were 


expected from Kenya, Ghana, Congo, Liberia, Malawi, Mozambique, Nigeria, 
Tanzania, Uganda, Zaire, and Zimbabwe. [EPS] 


Namibia: two ecumenical teachers arrested; one deported EPS 87.11.110 
WINDHOEK - South African police in the Caprivi region of north-east Namibia 
arrested two teachers working there under the auspices of the Council of 
Churches in Namibia. One, a Roman Catholic, Nyande Sifuniso, was escorted to 
the Zambian border. Edwin Mnenda, 29, an Adventist, was permitted to stay in 
Namibia after CCN attorneys intervened. The two have been instructors in 
church-funded, English-language programmes. [EPS, based on material from 
Namibia Communications Centre, London] 


Europe: Baptists study Muslim presence EPS 87.11.111 
BRUSSELS - The second conference of the Muslim Awareness Committee of the 
European Baptist Federation took place here last month. The committee 
includes individuals "engaged in ministry to the Muslims", estimated to number 
at least 5.5 million in western Europe. [EPS] 


Sweden: step taken to separate church and state EPS 87.11.112 
STOCKHOLM - As a result of a Swedish parliamentary decision, following 
considerable debate, the [Lutheran] Church of Sweden will no longer be the 
country's official registry, as from 1991. Currently, every baby born in 
Sweden (Lutheran or not), and all immigrants to Sweden are required to 
register with the Church of Sweden. Birth certificates are requested from 
Church of Sweden parish pastors, who are personally responsible for such 
records. Commenting on the decision, Swedish Baptist editor Bo Swedberg 
called it a victory from the country's minority denominations, and for SK 
people working for the separation of church and state. "It is unreasonable in 
our pluralistic society", Swedberg said, "for a denomination to be responsible 
for this matter which is so obviously a state function." [EPS] 


USA: organization for fired pastors formed EPS 87.11.113 
CHARLOTTE (North Carolina) - Pastors Without Pulpits (PWP) held its inaugural 
meeting at a Baptist congregation here. According to a report (11 November) 
from Baptist Press (BP), the group was formed for pastors of the Southern 
Baptist Convention (the largest US Baptist denomination) who have been "fired 
or forced to resign their pulpits", for whom "a vexing mix of anger, doubt, 
repentance, hope, and compassion lingers" as they "believe God surely must 
have a place for them to serve again in his kingdom." An estimated 1000 SBC 
pastors are "terminated from their pulpits each year", BP reported. Fifteen 
SBC pastors attended the inaugural PWP meeting. Several SBC state conventions 
also have programmes to help “terminated ministers". [EPS] 


USA: Falwell resigns as head of Moral Majority EPS 87.11.114 
LYNCHBURG (Virginia) - Jerry Falwell, a prominent US Baptist tv evangelist, 
and pastor of a 22,000-member congregation here, has resigned from Moral 
Majority, a conservative political group he founded in 1979. Falwell said he 
is “rededicating my life to the preaching of the gospel", and will campaign 
for no one in next year's presidential election, and will no longer take an 
active role in lobbying for political causes of the religious right. Falwell 
credited his political—action efforts (with an annual budget of 8.4 million US 
dollars) with registering millions of voters, helping elect Ronald Reagan as 
US president, and positively affecting the US moral climate. [EPS] 


Australia: ‘continuing’ Anglicanism organized EPS 87.11.1115 
BRISBANE — Formation of the Anglican Catholic Church in Australia has been 
announced by Australian Anglicans unhappy with efforts - so far unsuccessful - 
to change the rules of the Anglican Church of Australia to allow women to be 
priests. Anglican Catholic bishops from Canada and the United States are 
offering initial episcopal oversight to the group, which counted seven 
parishes at its start. [EPS] 


PEOPLETALK: Ecumenical Beings and Doings EPS \87,11.116 


Gerald Moede, since 1974 general secretary of the nine-denomination [US] 
Consultation on Church Union, is to leave his post next year. COCU, formed in 
the early 1960s, is working towards a Church of Christ Uniting. 


Vasile Talpos, a Romanian Baptist leader, is the new president of the 
European Baptist Federation. 


Gyula Nagy, presiding bishop of the Lutheran Church in Hungary, has been 
elected by the Hungarian National Assembly to succeed his predecessor, the 
late Zoltan Kaldy, as an assembly deputy. 


Risto Lehtonen, is the new director of Finnchurchaid, an agency of the 
Evangelical-Lutheran Church of Finland. Since 1978, he was at the Lutheran 
World Federation in Geneva as director of its Department of Church Cooperation. 


Victor Hsu is the new director for East Asia and the Pacific for the [US] 
National Council of Churches. He succeeds the retiring Edwin Luidens. Hsu 
worked in various capacities with the Commission of the Churches on 
International Affairs of the World Council of Churches since 1977. 


Soéren Ekstrom is the new general secretary of the Executive Board of the 
[Lutheran] Church of Sweden. He succeeds Sture Johansson. 


Gerassimos Konidaris, 85, long-time [Eastern Orthodox] Church of Greece 
representative on the Central Committee and Commission on Faith and Order of 
the World Council of Churches, died in his sleep (19 October). Emeritus 
professor of church history at the University of Athens, he was a delegate to 
the WCC's First Assembly in 1948. WCC Deputy General Secretary Todor Sabev 
called Konidaris an “eminent theologian and ecumenical pioneer". 


José Manuel Leite is the new secretary for the programme on peace, justice, 
and human rights of the Geneva-based Conference of European Churches. A 
minister of the Presbyterian Church of Portugal, in 1972 he founded and has 
since directed the Ecumenical Centre for Reconciliation in Figueira da Foz. 


Pierrette Richard, a member of the Montbéliard synodal commission of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of France, is the new president of the National 
Alliance of the [two main] Lutheran Churches of France. She succeeds André 
Appel, retired president of the Church of the Augsburg Confession of Alsace 
and Lorraine (ECAAL). He was succeeded as ECAAL president by Michel Hoeffel. 


John Harvey, minister of Govan Old Parish Church [of Scotland] is to become 
the new leader of the Iona Community, succeeding Ron Ferguson during jubilee 
celebrations next year, when the community opens its new MacLeod Centre. 


Zwelakhe Sisulu, editor of the New Nation weekly newspaper (owned by the 
Southern African Catholic Bishops' Conference) has brought an urgent 
application to the Rand Supreme Court for his release. He has been detained 
for nearly a year. The government says Sisulu is an executive member of the 
National Education Crisis Committee. Sisulu says he isn't. 


A. Denis Baly, emeritus professor of religion at Kenyon College (Ohio/USA) 
died earlier this year after being struck by a car. He was 74. In 1948-49, 
he was the first World Council of Churches secretary for laymen's work. 


Judy Weidman, editor/director of Religious News Service was named 1987 


pce ince of the Year by the United Methodist Association of Communicators. 


a 


ECUVIEW: ‘The Church in Canada' EPS 87.11.117 


A longer version of this paper was prepared under the auspices of the North 
American Task Force of the World Council of Churches for a meeting last August 
of the WCC Staff Executive Group. 


Canada is in the midst of a struggle to be independent, especially in her 
relation with the United States, and if one is to look at the role played by 
the churches in Canada, one must consider the importance of this struggle. 


Canada tries. very hard to be politically, economically, and culturally 
independent, the long-established ties with the United States have made/make 
"growing up" very difficult. So much of what we do, how we think, and how we 
live is shaped and affected by our neighbours to the south. 


Perhaps this can be explained briefly by the paradox of Canada being a 
developed and developing country all at the same time. 


For example, on the international scene, Canada fraternizes with the rich and 
the powerful and at home, she boasts of an abundance of natural resources and 
enjoys the comforts of a modern, industrialized country. There are 
basically, good social service systems, government supported health care plans 
and complex educational systems for a great number of her citizens. 


But there is another side to see of this nation, for Canada also bears all the 
marks of an underdeveloped country, containing poverty, deepening class 
divisions, disparity of distribution of basic needs (food, shelter, energy), 
underdevelopment of certain regions, and forms of cultural domination and 
racism. 


American interests control a major portion of Canadian industries either 
directly or through control of a Canadian subsidiary of a US parent company. 


Like many developing nations, Canada exports much of its natural resources to 
other parts of the world in exchange for valuable American dollars or trade or 
cheap labour markets. 


Out of these two divergent self-understandings about who Canada is, emerge two 
"visions" of the church: 


(a) "majority church": The "majority church is more or less, the established 
Canadian church. 


It is the majority church not only because of the large number of people who 
belong to it, but more so by its structural reality and by its links to the 
status quo. At the ‘local level, “it is a parish;” at the regional ‘level, it 
is a conference or a diocese; at a national level, it is a board or a council. 


Perhaps in the past, majority churches at the local level had, as their first 
mission, to announce the Good News to as many individuals as possible so that 
they would be able to participate fully in the kingdom of God. 


They therefore would concentrate on activities such as Sunday worship, Sunday 
school, Bible study programmes, visits to the sick and the aged, youth clubs 


and so on. 


The questions of peace and justice, human rights, etc. were often seen only as 
global issues, far removed from the Canadian situation and therefore left to 
the national churches to deal with, or even better, to the political leaders. 


[over] 


canada/2 


However, there is a growing commitment on the part of many local churches and 
regional bodies to become actively involved in issues that previously may have 
appeared "not their concern" or concerns that they felt impotent to deal with 


meaningfully. 


Local congregations are beginning to speak out, to take some action against 
the injustices they are seeing. Much of this is perhaps due to the 
realization of the poverty, injustice and violence, etc, in their own 
communities and while the global issues may appear too large to handle, they 
can see concrete results of their actions and work in their local situations. 


(b) “minority church": By definition, minority church has a small number of 
participants. They are people who have had some experience of injustice or 
oppression through their own roots in the working class, through a 
cross-cultural experience, through a living experience with native peoples or 
with the poor or through their membership in a Christian community. 


It is less visible, less formal, less institutionalized although it often is 
connected to majority church and has a place somewhere in its total structure. 


As an illustration, Project Ploughshares is one example of minority church. 
This project is sponsored and funded by major churches and development 
education organizations in Canada and has a tiny staff of three persons which 
conducts research on Canadian military policy and the arms industry in Canada 
and educates Canadians on these issues. 


Project Ploughshares is one of the strongest communities or inter-—church 
coalitions. But there are more (many of which are [also] funded by the Roman 
Catholic church), and these can be classified in two different ways. 


(i) Popular Christian Coalitions - are those groups which have experienced or 
are experiencing poverty and/or oppression (women, native people, factory 
workers, immigrants and refugees, etc.). 


Churches and clergy often play an important role to provide support and 
assistance for these coalitions. Community life involves prayer, liturgy, 
theological reflection. 


Coalitions or communities are involved in rights of native peoples (Dene 


Nation and Nishga Tribal Council), poverty (Welfare Poor and Rural Poor), 
immigrants, and refugee rights. 


(ii) Progressive Christian Coalitions. Progressive Christian communities are 
those that are engaged in activities of support for poor/oppressed people and 
are usually professional, middle class people who have developed a critical 
awareness about socio-economic problems of justice and peace. 


Say SHENS are examples of groups (and issues) engaged in education and action 
projects: 


- industrial exploitation (GATT-Fly), 

- food production (Ten Days for World Development), 

— energy production (Inter-church Committee on Energy), 

- northern development (Project North), 

- human rights issues (Interchurch Committee for Human Rights in Latin America 
and Task Force on Churches and Corporate Responsibility), 

- regional disparity issues (Social Action Commissions). [EPS] 
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SHOPTALK (54/42) 


Two new items in the series of Faith and Order Papers: 
#137: Churches Respond to BEM (Volume IV), edited by Max Thurian. 
#141: Minutes of the 1987 Meeting of the F&0 Standing Commission. 
The BEM book costs 27.50 Swiss francs, 17.50 US dollars, or 10.90 UK pounds. 
The minutes cost 8.90 Swiss francs, 5.95 US dollars, or 3.50 UK pounds. 
Both are available from WCC Publications, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


Southern Africa is the focus of the current (#39) issue of Migration Today, 
newsletter of the WCC Migration Secretariat (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20). 


The latest (#35) in the WCC Risk book series is Everyday Ecumenism: Can You 
Take the World Church Home? Written by John Bluck, it costs 7.90 Swiss 
francs, 4.95 US dollars, or 3.25 UK pounds. 


Material on recent activities of the Council of Swaziland Churches is 
available from the nine-denomination CSC at Box 1095, Manzini, Swaziland. CSC 
members are the African Apostolic Faith Mission, African Methodist Episcopal 
Church, Christian Apostolic Holy Spirit Church in Zion, [Anglican] Church of 
the Province of Southern Africa, Evangelical Lutheran Church, Mennonite 
Central Committee, National Baptist Church, Roman Catholic Church in 
Swaziland, and United Christian Church of Africa. 


Transformation Resource Centre (Box 1388, Maseru 100, Lesotho) has available 
material on church responses to the miners’ strike earlier this year in South 
Africa. 


Additional material on the International Conference on Children, Repression, 
and the Law in Apartheid South Africa [EPS 87.10.06] is available from 
WCC/PCR, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


A report on a two-week trip in September/October to the USA-Mexico frontier 
by André Jacques, WCC migration secretary, is available (in French) from 
WCC/CICARWS, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


A summary report from a National Consultation on Science and Technology: Its 
Impact on Women sponsored by the All India Council of Christian Women (part 
of the National Council of Churches in India) is available from the NCCI, 
Christian Council Lodge, Civil Lines, Nagpur, 440 001 MS, India. 


EPS appears 45 times a year. This issue was printed 24 November. The next 
is scheduled for 1 December. EPS deadlines are usually Mondays at 8h00 
GMT. On request, EPS will send headlines by telex or telefax. Then you can 
ask (and pay) for full texts. 


EPS annual subscription rates (including airmail) are 69.50 Swiss francs, 
42.50 US dollars, 26.50 UK pounds, 52.50 Australian dollars, 65 New Zealand 
dollars, 95 Dutch guilders, 85 FRG marks, 250 French francs, 250 Swedish 
kronor, 175 Indian rupees, or 49.50 Canadian dollars. 
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ECUMENICAL DELEGATION IN Ecumenical Press 


VISIT TO CENTRAL AMERICA Service 87.11.118 
SAN JOSE (Costa Rica) - An eight-person delegation from three ecumenical 
organizations - the World, Latin American, and [US] National Councils of 
Churches (WCC, CLAI, NCC) - is to visit the five Central American nations 


which are parties to last August's regional peace accord. 


The trip is planned for the second week of December. It was organized in the 
wake of a CLAI-NCC call (5 October) for their members and all Christians to 
intensify efforts for full participation in the peace process in Central 
America. 


Among other things, the ecumenical visitors expect to meet with the five 
Central American presidents who signed the accord, and with members of 
national reconciliation commissions which have been set up as a result of it. 


Church leaders from each nation are to join the international delegation 
during its stop in their country. 


The delegation's visit is to conclude with a stop in Washington, to meet US 
government representatives. 


According to a WCC announcement, "the main objective of the mission is to 
gather directly from the highest levels of the governments insights and 
information on how churches and Christians best can continue to support the 
ongoing peace endeavors in the region. 


"The delegates will as well take advantage of the opportunity to make 
enquiries and raise points about particular events and processes they may have 
reason to be concerned about." f 


While the delegation is in the region, Costa Rican President Oscar Arias 
Sanchez is to receive (on 10 December, in Oslo) the Nobel Peace Prize for his 
role in the accord. 


Besides Costa Rica, the countries to be visited are Nicaragua, Guatemala, El 
Salvador, and Honduras. 


At its meeting last September [EPS 87.10.03], the WCC Executive Committee 
welcomed the accord as "providing a significant opportunity for the resolution 
of conflicts in the region, and for the rebuilding of societies based on 
justice and human dignity." 


WCC members of the delegation are Marga Bihhrig, a WCC president, and Theo van 
Boven, moderator of the WCC Commission of the Churches on International 


Affairs. 


The NCC is sending Jane Cary Peck, an associate professor of religion and 
society at Andover-Newton Theological School in Massachusetts, who is an NCC 
vice-president-elect; Dwain Epps, an NCC assistant general secretary and 
executive director for international affairs; and Oscar Bolioli, director for 
the Caribbean and Latin America of the NCC Division of Overseas Ministries. 


The CLAI members are Federico Pagura, bishop of the Evangelical Methodist 
Church of Argentina and CLAI president, and Felipe Adolf, CLAI general 
secretary. 


The name of the third CLAI participant, from the Evangelical Church of 
Lutheran Confession in Brazil, is to be confirmed. [EPS] 


SOUTH AFRICA: WORLD Ecumenical Press 
METHODISTS MEET BOTHA Service 87.11.119 


CAPE TOWN —- Led by Kenyan Methodist Presiding Bishop Lawi Imathiu, a nine- 
person delegation from the World Methodist Council (WMC) met (10 November) for 
two hours with South African President P.W. Botha. 


Afterwards, Imathiu said he had "never been in such a tough, difficult, 
depressing meeting in my life." The delegation presented requests formulated 
by last year's WMC meeting in Nairobi. 


These include unconditional release of Nelson Mandela and other political 
prisoners, allowing exiled South Africans to return, lifting the state of 
emergency, withdrawing South African troops from black townships, an end to 
violence in the townships, an end to South African military activity in 
neighbouring countries, non-racial education for all, abolition of the Group 
Areas and Population Registration Acts, and the start of negotiations by 
representatives of all South Africans for "a political and economic future in 
which all will participate with equal rights." 


The delegation told journalists Botha did not agree to any of the requests. 


A South African government announcement said Botha, among other things, "gave 
an exposition of the reforms taking place in the economic, social, and 
constitutional fields, and what has already been achieved in this regard. ... 
He pointed out that violence and terrorism are instruments of communism 
designed to threaten human lives and attempt the destruction of communities, 

[and] pointed out ... that freedom of religion and worship is being 
protected and maintained in South Africa." 


The government said the discussion "took place in a good SULELL as 6 Sis os a 
concluded on a friendly note." Imathiu was quoted in The Star, a South 
African daily, as saying of Botha: "I liked him for his frankness. It's good 
that we have agreed to disagree." He also said the group still has hope: "It 
takes many cuts to fell a tree", he said. 


Another participant, Spurgeon Dunnam, a Methodist minister and journalist from 
the United States, said he is convinced Botha “honestly believes his own 
mythology that separate black homelands are the fundamental basis for black 
political participation." He called it encouraging that Botha affirms that 
blacks are "human beings with rights", and that all people are created in 
God's image, but said “the most discouraging aspect was that ... he cannot 
look at apartheid as a moral issue, an issue of human rights, of people 
deprived of basic economic necessities, suffering hunger, excluded from 
participating in the national affairs of their own country." 


Also part of the meeting, President Khoza Mgojo of the Methodist Church of 
Southern Africa said Botha seemed preoccupied with history. "He kept 
indicting the Americans and the British for imperialism. He was dealing with 
what happened in the past, rather than with the present situation", Mgojo 
Said. Another participant, Stanley Mogoba, MCSA president-designate, was 


detained for 24 hours on the eve of the arrival of delegation members from 
overseas, 


All told, members of the WMC delegation were in South Africa for more than a 
week, also meeting with many opponents of the white-minority-dominated 
government. According to a report (19 November) in the British weekly 
Methodist Recorder, the delegation had many opportunities to “identify with 


the hopes and aspirations of the black people, and to see at first hand the 
conditions under which they are living." [EPS] 


ECUMENICAL PATRIARCH Ecumenical Press 
IN ECUMENICAL VISITS Service 87.11.120 


GENEVA —- Winding up a series of visits since last May to most of the world's 
Eastern Orthodox churches [EPS 87.09.30], Ecumenical Patriarch Dimitrios I, 
"first among equals" in the Eastern Orthodox hierarchy, is to visit the World 
Council of Churches 10-14 December. 


The visit to the WCC follows meetings with Pope John Paul II and Archbishop of 
Canterbury Robert Runcie and other Roman Catholic and Anglican representatives 
in Rome (4-7 December) and London (7-10 December). 


WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro is to welcome the patriarch at the airport 
here. Dimitrios, 73, is to arrive in a plane made available to him by the 
Greek government. (The patriarchal headquarters is in Istanbul, in modern-day 
Turkey.) 


The official welcome to WCC headquarters is scheduled 11 December. Local 
church and government representatives, and Greek and Turkish diplomats are to 
attend. Also scheduled are visits to the Conference of European Churches, 
World Alliance: of Reformed Churches, and Lutheran World Federation, whose 
offices are in the same building as the WCC. 


The same day, the patriarch is to be received by local civil authorities and 
leaders of the National Protestant [Reformed] Church of Geneva. Working 
meetings with WCC staff members are scheduled the following day. 


Athenagoras, Dimitrios' predecessor (whom he succeeded in 1972), visited the 
wcC in 1967. [1967 EPS #39] [EPS] 


NORTH AND SOUTH AMERICA: Ecumenical Press 
DISABILITIES CONSULTATION Service 87.11.121 


MONTEVIDEO (Uruguay) - Church representatives from the Western Hemisphere met 
(here, 7-14 November) for a Consultation on the Americas and Persons with 
Disabilities, sponsored by the Geneva-—based World Council of Churches. 


A release from the group urges the church to "recognize and acknowledge the 
gifts of persons with disabilities for ministry, leadership, and 
participation", and to "foster public awareness about the nature and needs of 
persons with disabilities." 


It asks the church to "refrain from perpetuating sin, guilt, and lack of faith 
as reasons for disabilities." It calls for a "positive theology" to "prepare 
clergy for accepting persons with disabilities and their families into full 
participation in the life of the church." It also says "Christians must take 
responsibility for ending disability caused by human error through war, 
famine, political conflict, and other forms of oppression." 


The group also calls for "partnerships to exchange information and human, 
financial, and technological resources in response to people with 
disabilities" in the "First and Third Worlds", urges all governments to "set 
aside a minimum of two percent of their defence budgets for the prevention, 
education, and rehabilitiation of ... persons with disabilities", and suggests 
that the WCC set an example by increasing the "number of disabled 
representatives on its staff and in its decision-making bodies." 


Women and the virus Aids were among "special-interest issues" which surfaced 
during the meeting here. Related regional meetings for Africa (in Zaire next 
July) and Asia (in Thailand in 1989) are also scheduled. [EPS] 


Sri Lanka: ecumenical study of comparative religions considered EPS 87.11.122 
COLOMBO -— The communication department of the National Christian Council of 
Sri Lanka, has announced that it is looking into the possible need for a 
"school for study of comparative religions", focusing on Buddhism and Hinduism 
(the two largest religions in Sri Lanka). [EPS] 


Sri Lanka: priest assassinated during eucharistic celebration EPS 87.11.123 
BUTTALA - In Rome, the headquarters of the Oblates, a Roman Catholic order, 
announced that one of their priests, Michael Rodrigo, was killed by unknown 
people (here, 10 November) while he was presiding at a celebration of the 
eucharist. Further details about the circumstances and possible motives were 
not immediately available. [EPS] 


Switzerland: Swiss Protestant Synod holds 10th, final meeting EPS 87.11.124 
BERNE — The Swiss Protestant Synod, a multi-year renewal movement within and 
beyond the Federation of Protestant Churches of Switzerland (with Reformed and 
Methodist membership) - but which determined not to become a continuing 
organization — held its 10th and final meeting (here, 12-15 November). [EPS] 


Netherlands: Reformed looking into infant baptism EPS 87.11.125 
AMSTERDAM - The General Synod of the Reformed Churches in the Netherlands 
(GKN) has commissioned an investigation into the biblical foundation of infant 
baptism. So far, GKN policy has required GKN office bearers to affirm the 
practice, but that policy is also to be reviewed by the commission. [EPS] 


Haiti: fire in election council prompts ecumenical appeal EPS 87.11.126 
PORT—AU-PRINCE - Following a fire (here, 3 November) in the office of Haiti's 
Provisional Electoral Council, the Caribbean Conference of Churches appealed 
for ecumenical help to replace destroyed ballot papers and other material 
necessary for the country's upcoming national election. [EPS] 


Finland: Lutheran-Pentecostal dialogue EPS 87.11.127 

HELSINKI — Representatives of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Finland and 
the country's Pentecostal movement completed a second round to dialogue. 
According to News from the Church of Finland, “broad mutual understanding was 
manifested on such topics as the Bible as the only basis and guideline of 
Christian doctrine and life. Opinions differed, however, on the role of human 


will in salvation. Really difficult problems such as baptism still lie 
ahead." [EPS] 


Finland: first women to be ordained Lutheran pastors in March EPS 87.11.128 
HELSINKI - Simultaneous ordinations of women as priests are to take place 6 
March in dioceses of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Finland (SELK). Such 
ordinations are permitted in SELK from next 1 January. The delay allows posts 
now occupied by lectors (theologically-trained women) to be reclassified as 
posts for priests, if the current occupant of each post and the congregational 
council in question agree to the change. There are about 250 SELK posts now. 
One of the eight SELK diocesan bishops, Olavi Rimpildinen of Oulu, has 
announced that he will not ordain women as priests. [EPS] 


International, ecumenical conference on Taiwanese fishermen EPS 87.11. 129 
TAIPEI - Church leaders, human-rights activists, and legal consultants were 
invited to a three-day international consultation on the problems of Taiwanese 
fishermen sponsored by the Fishermen's Service Centre of the Presbyterian 
Church in Taiwan, and the International Affairs Desk of the Christian 
Conference of Asia. Participants came from ports where ships from Taiwan most 
often call. According to an advance report from the centre, "it is hoped that 
an international network can be formed throughout the region to safeguard the 
rights and welfare of Taiwanese fishermen detained overseas." [EPS] 


Africa: ecumenical consultation on challenges of enterprise EPS 87.11.130 
FREETOWN (Sierra Leone) - The Ecumenical Development Cooperative Society and 
the Christian Council of Sierra Leone jointly sponsored (here, 24-29 November) 
a consultation on the challenges of enterprise development in Africa and the 
EDCS response. Based in Amersfoort (Netherlands), EDCS was founded by the 
World Council of Churches in 1975 to support economic development activities 
through investments in programmes and projects owned and managed by poor 
people. About 100 participants were expected for the consultation, which was 
preceded by an EDCS board meeting. [EPS] 


Northeast Asia: meeting on sharing, rights, democratization EPS 87.11.131 
KYOTO (Japan) - Church leaders from Japan, South Korea, Taiwan, and Hong Kong 
met (here, 12-16 October) with staff members of the Singapore-based Christian 
conference of Asia to discuss issues related to partnership, sharing of 
resources, human rights, and democratization in their region. A major focus 
of the group's attention were the emperor system and the treatment of aliens 
in Japan. Participants condemned the “inhumane treatment of Koreans in Japan" 
and demanded that the Japanese government "assume its responsibility to the 
Koreans in Japan, the victims of Japan's past colonial policy." [EPS] 


Portugal: conservation trust seen as Christian witness EPS 87.11.132 
FARO -— According to the Network on Conservation and Religion of the World 
Wildlife Fund, A Rocha Trust, in southwest Portugal, combines a concern for 
Christian witness with programmes in conservation, protection, and bird 
migration in the area. Says Peter Harris, an ordained minister who is A 
Rocha's warden, an aspect of the trust's work that "arouses considerable 
interest is relating Christian belief to social issues, a subject that is 
gaining importance as Portuguese Protestants gain in confidence and influence 
nationally. We feel that A Rocha has a particular contribution to make in 
encouraging and training Christian students and graduates, a group who are 
sometimes not easily assimilated into local churches." [EPS] 


North America: meeting objects to linking Aids, God's wrath EPS 87.11.133 
TORONTO - An ecumenical, USA-Canada consultation (here, 23-25 October) of 
about 130 ethicists, theologians, persons with Aids, health care 
professionals, community workers, and church staff members said "attempts to 
link the Aids crisis with the wrath of God is irresponsible, seriously 
harmful, and misrepresents the character of God." According to a report from 
the meeting, its purpose was to "develop a blueprint that would encourage the 
mainline churches to become constructively involved in the Aids crisis." The 
meeting was co-sponsred by the World, Canadian, and [US] National Councils of 
Churches. [EPS] 


USA: ecumenical coalition supports RC bishops exemption battle EPS 87.11.134 
WASHINGTON -— A coalition of US religious groups has asked the US Supreme Court 
to set aside a judgment against the conference of US Roman Catholic bishops 
for refusing to turn over church documents related to its anti-abortion 
activities in the political arena. Earlier this year, a federal district 
judge found the bishops' conference in contempt of court for refusing to turn 
over documents which Abortion Rights Mobilization said would show that the 
bishops had illegally engaged in political activity on the issue. (US law 
restricts the amount of political activity tax-exempt groups - such as the 
bishops’ conference — may undertake and keep their tax-exempt status). Groups 
urging the court to overturn the ruling include the National Council of 
Churches, Baptist Joint Committee on Public Affairs, Catholic League for 
Religious and Civil Rights, Christian Legal Society, [Mormon] Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter Day Saints, Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, and National 
Association of Evangelicals. [EPS] 


USA: Disciples, United Church of Christ to deepen partnership EPS 87.11.135 
NEW YORK - Though the "ecumenical partnership" in effect in the United States 
between the United Church of Christ and the Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ) is "not the full unity we seek to manifest", it is an “expression of 
visible unity which should be celebrated and constantly deepened", according 
to a “vision statement" to be circulated next year by the UCC-CCDC Ecumenical 
Partnership Committee. UCC-CCDC partnership was declared in 1985. [EPS] 


Europe: challenge of frontierless tv discussed EPS 87.11.136 
MONTREUX (Switzerland) - About 50 church and media representatives met (here, 
18-21 November) to discuss the role of the church in the future of television 
in Europe, especially in the light of cable and satellite technologies which 
will increase the amount of tv transmission across national borders. The 
meeting, whose theme was "Television without Frontiers: a Challenge to Church 
and Society in Europe," was sponsored by the European Ecumenical Satellite 
Conference, a group affiliated with the Europe region of the World Association 
for Christian Communication. EESC worked in cooperation with the Conference 
of European Churches and the communication departments of the World Council of 
Churches and Lutheran World Federation. Among issues which surfaced at the 
meeting were possibilities of exchanging religious programs among different 
countries, theological implications of the role of mass media in modern 
society, preservation of cultural values in broadcasting, rights of minorities 
to self-expression, and free flow of information. [EPS] 


Malaysia: support group formed for detainees EPS 87.11.137 
KUALA LUMPUR - More than a dozen organizations, including some with church 
connections, have formed a support group for the 100-plus people detained here 
last month under the country's Internal Security Act [EPS 87.11.75,105]. Ina 
statement and other material [available on request from EPS], the support 
group appeals for "the support of the international community .... It is 
important to understand that we do believe in public order and security. 
However, ... public order and security is being used as a pretext to also 
crack down on dissident groups." The government says it acted to defuse 
racial and religious tensions between ethnic Chinese and ethnic Malays, 
respectively about 37 and 55 percent of the population. The support group, 
however, says that "if there has been any tension in recent weeks, this has 
been caused soley by extremists in the government who have ulterior motives in 
creating tensions to divert attention from the serious economic problems and 
political factionalism within the ... ruling party ...." A few of those 
detained have reportedly been released. [EPS] 


Weak US dollar tripling budget deficit of Lutheran federation EPS 87.11.138 

GENEVA —- The Lutheran World Federation says that as a result of the decline in 
the value of the US dollar, its deficit for next year is likely to reach 1.1 
million US dollars, instead of 400,000 as projected. (The LWF administrative 
budget is about 14.5 million US dollars.) LWF General Secretary Gunnar 
Staalsett says the LWF must reduce its budget by about one quarter, and its 
Geneva payroll from 120 to about 100. A plan projecting a staff of that size 
is to be ready for the next LWF assembly, in Curitiba, Brazil, in 1990. [EPS] 


Baptists, Lutherans meet EPS 87.11.139 
WILDBAD (Federal Germany) - The second international theological conversation 
between representatives of the Baptist World Alliance and Lutheran World 
Federation drew 17 participants from 11 countries to discuss "faith, 
discipleship, baptism" (here, 11-14 November). Among items on its agenda was 
a statement suggesting 20th-century Lutherans should not allow condemnations 
of Anabaptists in the l6th-century Lutheran confessional documents to be 
applied in such a way as to harm their relationships with 20th-century 
Baptists, or to cause division. Two more BWA-LWF conversations are planned, 
next November in Dresden on "the nature of the church", and in 1989. [EPS] 
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ECUVIEW/H.W. Turner: ‘Afrikaner Church and Critical Solidarity’ EPS 87.11.140 


This is reprinted with permission from the 29 July-—5 August issue of the US 
ecumenical weekly Christian Century. Turner is founder and director of the 
Centre for New Religious Movements at Selly Oak Colleges Foundation in 
Birmingham (England). DRC in the text refers to South Africa's principal 
white denomination, the Dutch Reformed Church. 


In its 7 October issue, the magazine printed a letter disagreeing with Turner 
from Donna Springer of Normal City United Methodist Church, Muncie, Indiana. 
She said in part: "It is very easy for a white, male academic who is hundreds 
and hundreds of miles away from South Africa to applaud the so-called 
"developments" of the Dutch Reformed Church. The DRC's developments are as 
insignficant as the ‘reforms' of the Pretoria regime. ... Contrary to Turner's 
proclamation, the DRC does not hold the key to change in South Africa. The 
key is ... in the hands of the heretofore disenfranchised black majority. ..." 


--- In the last white parliament, 70 percent of the representatives and 80 
percent of the cabinet were DRC members. The attitude to apartheid of this 
one church - South Africa's 'National Party at prayer' - is clearly critical. 
Therefore something of the background of the DRC position needs to be 
understood, as well as the important revisions in that position that have 
occurred in recent years. 


The origins of DRC support for apartheid are sometimes traced back to 1857 
when the church decided on separate worship for whites and blacks. But this 
decision had nothing to do with Calvinism and little to do with racism. It 
was a pragmatic decision made in the interests of more effective evangelism. 


Most Afrikaners’ ancestors probably never heard the name of Calvin, and it is 
hard to demonstrate any Calvinist influences before about 1870. Indeed, in 
the late 19th century, the DRC in the Cape and the Anglican church were 
actively discussing union (shades of Desmond Tutu!). No rigid Calvinism 
there. In fact, down to this century the DRC was dominated by an apolitical 
evangelical pietism largely derived from imported Scottish ministers, 
especially the great and revered Andrew Murray, who lived until 1917. 


--. The poet J. D. du Toit (known as 'Totius'), son of a DRC minister, 
returned from studying at ... [the] Free University in Amsterdam to find he 
was a lonely would-be Calvinist in the evangelically-oriented DRC. ... His 
highly emotional epic poems, which identified the sufferings and election of 
the Dutch settler people with those of biblical Israel, were learned by 
generations of Afrikaner children and became a major influence in the 
Afrikaner nationalism that developed only in this century. 


All this had nothing to do with Calvin, for whom election was individual, not 
ethnic or national. ... The real roots of Afrikaner nationalism and its 
accompanying apartheid policy lie in a bastardized Kuyperism; in the 
philosophies that lay behind Nazism and which were absorbed by Afrikaner 
students in German universities in the 1930s; and in the Afrikaners' fight 
for survival as a people in face of British imperialism, a fight that carried 
its own sense of being a chosen race destined to control the lives of 'the 
lesser breeds'. The ‘rigid Calvinism' thesis about support for apartheid 
should be buried forever. 


The DRC has experienced some 30 years of mounting internal ferment on the 
issues of race and justice, a development which might even be regarded as 
making the church more authentically Calvinist. The critique of apartheid has 
emerged not on the margins of the church but in its theological and biblical 
heartlands, the theological faculties of Stellenbosch and Pretoria ....[over] 
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Consider Nico Smith — who was placed in a theological chair at Stellenbosch by 
the Broederbond .... After changing his attitude on apartheid he came under 
pressure from the conservative students and administration, and finally left 
the university to become pastor of a black congregation in Mamelodi township 
outside Pretoria. He and his wife are the only whites living (under permit) 
in Mamelodi, where they have built their own modest home. ... 


Nico Smith's outlook is not exceptional. In 1982 no less than 123 leading DRC 
ministers and theologians presented an open letter loyally but firmly urging 
reform on the issue of apartheid. The moderator of the DRC refused even to 
accept the letter then. But last October, the General Synod elected a new 
moderator, John Heyns, a Pretoria professor known as a reformer. ... This 
synod reversed previous stands, rejected apartheid, and confessed its part in 
it with humility and remorse. 


Heyns has publicly stated that participation in apartheid is unbiblical and 
that the church must fulfil its prophetic function and oppose a state that 
continues apartheid. As a young theological graduate ... Heyns went to the 
Netherlands for his doctoral work. In a communion service there he found 
himself for the first time in his life next to a black. He had always seen 
blacks as labour units. Now, at the Lord's Table, he saw them as fellow 
members in Christ. What began in the sacramental meal worked away inside him 
over the decades, until as moderator of his church he was able to speak out 
against apartheid. 


This movement in the DRC is no mere cosmetic exercise .... It has already 
sparked a secession, which is a painful matter for a body that takes itself 
seriously as a church. In late June about 1500 conservatives in the DRC 
formed the all-white Afrikaans Reformed Church, which affirms separation of 
the races on biblical grounds. This split shows that some, at least, believe 
the DRC reformers mean business. 


The same struggle is evident even in the theological heartland. On Heyns' own 
theological faculty is Carel Boshoff, once chairman of the now declining 
Broederbond, which he left when it became too ‘enlightened' to found its more 
conservative replacement, the Afrikaner Volkswag (People's Watch). These very 
divisions - the church secession, the Broederbond split, and the earlier break 
of the Conservative party from the Nationals - reveal that the crisis has 
reached all parts of Afrikanerdom. 


Heyns has appealed for "critical solidarity" on the part of churches elsewhere. 
How he must need it. But other churches seem too busy with their criticisms 
to respond to what is happening in this key group of fellow Christians in 
South Africa and to manifest the solidarity where it is most urgent. After 
hearing this call, I wrote to Heyns to express solidarity and to offer one 
particular critique where reform is urgent and church pressure, both internal 
and international, might well be focused — on the deplorable conduct of the 
South African police. His reply welcomed both the solidarity and the criticism. 


The DRC holds the key to much of the change required in South Africa. At last 
it seems to have inserted the key in the lock. It may grate a bit, and even 
jam for a while, but it seems to have begun to turn. The churches outside 
South Africa bear a heavy responsibility if they fail to respond to the 
movements of the Spirit among their Afrikaner kindred and to offer the 
solidarity that has been asked for. Christians who cynically dismiss these 
developments as merely the mask for a firmer determination to maintain 


apartheid should recall the very severe New Testament warni about calli 
light darkness. [EPS] ‘ e 


ECUVIEW/Verna Harrison: ‘Liturgical Issues and Orthodox Women' EPS 87.11.1411 


This is excerpted from "Reflections and Concerns on Women's Role in Orthodox 
Churches", from the November issue of The Orthodox Church, monthly of the 
Orthodox Church in America. Harrison belongs to the OCA cathedral parish in 
San Francisco and has a doctorate in patristics. 


--- (1) When a baby boy is baptised, the priest carries him through the royal 
doors and around the altar, but this is not done for a baby girl. One cannot 
help wondering what could be impure about a newly baptised infant. She might 
grow up to be an abbess and stand in the altar during the liturgy. ... 


In England several years ago, I met a woman who had grown up in London's 
Serbian parish. She told me that she had been born with a life-threatening 
condition which the doctors were unable to treat. They told her mother that 
if she did not get better in another week, they would try surgery. Her 
mother was quite distressed and took her to the parish priest, who took the 
child and placed her on the altar, praying over her and offering her to God. 
She was completely healed and the surgery was unnecessary. It is significant 
--. that the Holy Spirit answered his prayers and was not offended to find a 
baby girl on the altar. 


(2) In America, there seems to be a strict rule that women must never go 
behind the iconostasis, though we are told of occasional exceptions. Yet one 
hears that in Orthodox countries this is not the case. In convents, nuns 
routinely serve in the altar, and the abbess routinely stands there during the 
services and even receives communion there. An older Macedonian woman told me 
that when she was a girl in her home country, it was quite ordinary for women 
to clean the altar area as well as other parts of the church. One wonders 
why American Orthodox are more restrictive in this matter than people in these 
traditional Orthodox societies. Where does the rigid taboo against women in 
the altar come from? We seem to have adopted one particular local custom, 
not a universally recognized church tradition. And it is a custom which is 
not well suited to our own American culture. As the church makes increased 
efforts to establish an effective missionary outreach in this country, perhaps 
this practice ought to be re-examined. 


(3) Little girls sometimes ask why their brothers get to serve in the altar 
and they do not. It must be difficult to explain to children the subtleties 
of how the liturgy functions as an icon of God's Kingdom and how gender plays 
a role in this. Theologians have yet to explain it fully and clearly to each 
other. It may not prove appropriate at this time to change the policy about 
girls serving in the altar, but something does need to be done to meet the 
pastoral needs of our young people. ... One parish I know has made an 
excellent response to this problem. The boys serve in the altar and the 
girls take the collection and serve the bread and wine which people take after 
communion. This gives all the children a way of participating, and all of 
them have to go to confession and communion and attend Sunday School 
faithfully before they are allowed to do so. ... 


(4) There is a strong tradition of women reading and singing in church, and 
they often read the hours in the most conservative Russian parishes. They 
sometimes develop great talent for this reading and are very tenacious about 
doing it - perhaps because this has become one of the few active liturgical 
roles allowed to women. ... Yet even here there are restrictions, and because 
women do so much in this area, these can seem particularly unreasonable. 

There is a woman I know who regularly reads the hours and the prayers of 
thanksgiving after communion in her parish, but she is not allowed to read the 
Six Psalms at Matins, and she cannot read the hours at a hierarchical Divine 


Liturgy. [over] 
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When she asked the reason for this, she was told that it looks a little better 
liturgically to have someone in a riasa stand to read in the middle of the 
church -— that means a tonsured reader, which she can never be despite her 
acknowledged ministry in this area. I understand that this is a local 
practice found only in one parish. I certainly hope that is the case. 


More often, there is a somewhat different problem. A woman may routinely 
read the Epistle at a weekday Liturgy if no man is available who can do it, 
put she may never be allowed to read it at the Sunday service. This can seem 
particularly unfair since the week-day practice makes it clear that there is 
no reason in principle why the Epistle cannot be read by a woman. Some 
parishes have made a point of changing this pattern and giving everybody with 
the ability and inclination a chance to read, but many other parishes persist 
in the custom of excluding women unless nobody else can do it, If there is 
any other reason for this besides outright discrimination, it needs to be made 
clear. 


Sometimes it is said that only the ordained reader should read the Epistle. 
Yet others say that a lay reader can do anything a tonsured reader can do. 
Perhaps the ordination of women as readers should be a more immediate question 
than their ordination as deaconesses. And if there are reasons why this 
cannot be done in the near future, maybe the [OCA] Holy Synod [of bishops] 
could consider the following suggestion, which some have made. Why not have 
the bishop formally "set apArt" a woman as a reader with the explicit 
understanding that she is blessed to do everything a tonsured reader does 
except share in "the first step of the priesthood"? 


(5) Liturgical language can sometimes be an issue as well. The names of God 
are fixed by the Holy Fathers and the Ecumenical Councils, and they cannot be 
changed without departing from the Orthodox faith and in effect inventing a 
new religion. <~.. Some of the language abut human beings in our services is a 
different matter. There are places where the priest or deacons prays for the 
brethren of this holy Church, all our brotherhood in Christ, and our fathers 
and brothers who have departed this life. ... We know that the faithful, 
monastics, the departed, and the saints, to whom these prayers refer, include 
women as well as men. Some of the clergy now routinely include sisters and 
mothers in these prayers, and it would be a good idea if their example could 
be followed more generally. ... 


(6) One other matter which really ought not to be an issue anymore still 
surfaces sometimes in the OCA. ... That is the practice of excluding women 
from communion during their period. ... Excluding a woman from communion for 
this reason implies that her female body is, as such, impure or sinful, and 
separates her from the One who created it. This denies what we believe about 
the goodness of the Creator, and of the world he has made, as well as 


compromising the Church's teaching that all human beings are made in the image 
of God in order to share in divine life. 


Besides undercutting the Orthodox faith, this practice, perhaps more than any 
other, is offensive to women. The essential theological issue is equal access 
to God, access which is given above all in the Holy Mysteries of Christ. Any 
teaching or practice which says or implies that men are by nature closer to 
God than women, or have greater possibilities for access to him, is 
fundamentally unacceptable, and conflicts with the teaching of the Holy 
Fathers. This also has consequences for the theology of the priesthood. 
Because only men have the opportunity of becoming priests, the Church must 


take special care to avoid any statement which implies that priests are by 
nature closer to God than laypersons. ... [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/C.O. Williams: 'Christians and Muslims in Nigeria' EPS 87.11.142 


This is excerpted from a paper presented (2 September) to the Africa 
Committee of the [US] National Council of Churches. Williams is general 
secretary of the Christian Council of Nigeria. 


--. What is the mainstay of the apparently formidable as well as destructive 
power which the Muslims consistently utilize? What emboldens the Muslim 
fanatics to wield that power? Why do they possess utmost confidence that 
their force is irresistible? As far as Nigeria is concerned, it is clear that 
the Muslims are not banking on their numerical strength, for - the Lord be 
praised! - Christians are now in the majority in Nigeria. (The conversion of 
several Muslims to Christianity is, indeed, the main source of the bitter 
hostility from fanatical Muslims towards Christians and the church in Nigeria.) 


However, although Muslims no longer possess the numerical strength which they 
used to boast of, they have a very powerful trump card. They realized that in 
order to achieve their aim of uprooting Christianity from Nigeria, they must 
lay hold on, and wield, political power. Thus, gradually and steadily, they 
have, over the years, manoeuvred themselves into most of the strategic 
key-positions, with which they control the vital affairs of the nation. 


But even the capture of vital positions in the government has not been enough 
to infuse Muslim fanatics with unbounded confidence. The real strength of 
the Muslims in Nigeria lies in the limitless support - moral and financial - 
which they receive from the Islamic world outside - notably Saudi Arabia and 
Libya. That Muslim world is acutely aware of the cardinal fact that if Africa 
is to be captured, the task will be immensely facilitated if Nigeria becomes 
an Islamic country. Consequently, unlimited assistance keeps pouring into 
the country for the Muslims, for their win-Africa-for-Islam crusade. 


Indeed, Gaddafi [the Libyan leader] has observed that no religion other than 
Islam has any right whatsoever to exist in Africa. The gigantic monetary aid 
readily facilitates the proliferation of mosques and of various types of 
Islamic institutions. The estimated cost of the new mosque at Abuja is 300 
million naira. Its golden dome alone costs about 30 million naira. Flushed 
with such opulence and affluence, little wonder that the Muslim fanatics in 
Nigeria continue to feel that they command an irresistible omnipotence. 


But even with the aggressiveness and hideous demonstration of brute force, 
which excessive ‘black gold' urges the Muslims to indulge in, Christians 
remain calm. Their immovable faith is in our Lord's various promises. ... 


We, as Christians, possess unshakeable trust in the potency and irresistible 
efficacy of prayer. We will, therefore, continue to pray without ceasing. 
Since, however, "prayer without works is dead", we shall continue to take 
concrete steps to create a conducive and peaceful atmosphere which will help 
us realize our prayerful wishes. We shall not refrain from initiating 
dialogues with fanatical Muslims, in the sincere hope that, ultimately, love 
shall conquer hate and eventually create and sustain mutual understanding. 


We will give the Advisory Council on Religious Affairs our unmitigated support 
and cooperation. The council was inaugurated by the federal military 
government on 29 June 1987 as a means of establishing a forum where religious 
leaders, especially Christian and Muslim leaders, can hold peaceful ... talks 
on vital religious matters. 


We believe that the council should be allowed to function; for its success 
shall undoubtedly promote the essential peaceful atmosphere in which the 
adherents of all religions can worship freely and unmolested. ... [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/P.W.S. Schneirla: ‘Adaptability in Orthodoxy" EPS 87.11.143 


Schneirla, a priest and secretary of the Antiochian Orthodox Christian 
Archdiocese of North America, is also the archdiocesan vicar general for its 
western-rite parishes, whose worship forms are similar to those of many 
Anglicans, Roman Catholics, and Lutherans. This is excerpted from his vicar 
general's report to the archdiocesan convention earlier this year. It 
appeared in the archdiocesan monthly, The Word, in November. 


... The presence of the western rite, and now the "evangelical" Orthodox [EPS 
87.10.20], witness in our otherwise largely Middle Eastern, merchandising 
community makes it unique in our church in America and deserves some 
reflection. 


We are accustomed to refer to the “ethnic” churches, meaning Greek, Slavic, 
Arab, etc., but this generalization is an inaccurate and inadequate 
classification. So far as it refers to national vision or racial mix, it is 
equally true of Presbyterians (Scotch), Reformed (Dutch and South German), 
Anglicans (British), Lutheran (Nordic), for example. 


In addition, other factors intervene, especially the economic and social; 
Episcopalians may well regard the Assemblies of God as underclass phenomena 
while the Assemblies' view of Anglicans may be tinged with visions of static 
social clubs with no real “religion”. Thus a broad spectrum of cultural 
elements is involved. The credal commitment may be the same, as it is in 
Orthodoxy, but the externals of devotional quality, spiritual ambience, and 
influential folk-ways may exist in great variety. 


Thus we may not assume that any one denominational envelope will attract all 
people, whatever the contents may be. Conversion, i.e. transfer from one 
faith community to another, does not always result because an inquirer has 
perceived greater, or ultimate, truth in his new connection; some surveys 
show that among the members of the mainline Protestant churches, selection of 
a parish in a new neighbourhood frequently depends on identification of a 
community in which the seeker is socially comfortable. 


This audience shares devotion to the stately pageantry of our Byzantine 
offices, but some years ago, a prominent, and cosmopolitan, lay leader of one 
of America's most prestigious Protestant churches described the Orthodox 
services he had witnessed in the cathedrals of the Soviet Union as “impressive 
and oppressive". To me, the electronic evangelicals ... purvey a blend of bad 
taste and blasphemy far removed from reasonable worship or convincing 
proclamation of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 


In pluralistic America, we confuse cult and culture to our great disadvantage. 
We must be open to as great a variety of packaging of Orthodoxy as we can 
manage if we are to be faithful to Our Lord's mission in an effective fashion. 


Finally, there are no simple formulas. Our western rite addresses an audience 
Stretching from Latin traditionalists through Anglo-Catholics, to converts who 
are not comfortable with the oriental forms. The evangelical audience extends 
from the Missouri Synod Lutherans and the members of the Southern Baptist 
establishment to the snake-handlers of the Ozarks. Even if we were tempted 


to force all of these folk into the Byzantine rite, which one would we use in 
America: Hellenic, Slavic, Finnish, Japanese? 


It is our special blessing that the leadership of this archdiocese, and the 
patriarchate, has had and has the vision to leap the confines of inherited 
patterns of worship to present Our Lord to a wider audience. ... [EPS] 


comcwon.reessec: Ot 


jox 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. Telephone (022) 91 6156. Telex 23 423 OIK CH. Telefax (022) 981346. Editor Tom Dorris. 
du Co ns e ed 
is S Egiseg 
12 hide 20° 

1-10 December 1987 year 54 / issue 43 
Danish exchange: people of other faiths in folk church? sy tes re | 
Malaysia: Christian Federation says calm, good will, needed 02 
Philippines: allegations denied on church support for communists US 
GDR state secretary for religion visits international church groups 04 
British Council of Churches considers ecumenical future «Od 
Zimbabwe: land conflict seen behind murders in Christian commune .06 
Australia: Anglican ordination of women as priests in 1990? .07 
USA: Lutherans and Eastern Orthodox in dialogue .08 
USA: RC bishops plan annual collection to aid old nuns, priests .09 
Methodist boards: drop homosexuality language; bishops: don't -10 
Ireland: RC bishops say membership in violent groups 'sinful' ot 
Soviet, US church leaders plan summit prayer vigil 4 
Canada: church coalition opposes resumption of aid to Guatemala Seine: 
Philippines: dispute about support for armed vigilante groups -14 
USA: RC bishops approve campaign to appeal to hispanics PRs fs) 
Rabbi says Ratzinger contradicts pope on Judaism 16 
USA: RC bishops call US aid to contras 'morally flawed' ath? 
USA: bishop resigns after allegations of sex scandal 18 
Poland: RC bishops meet on several issues <9 
India: priests in solidarity with fishermen's hunger strike BAN, 
India: news report accuses missionaries of land grab . 28 
Argentine Lutheran pastors say eucharist central 622 
Africa: Baptist declaration on missions .23 
Chile: RC bishops denounce government ban on certain ideas 24 
ECUVIEWS: "30 Years Since Malaysian Independence" aya 

"Reflections on a Middle East Visit" .26 

"Religious Liberty in Vietnam" wih 


Imenical Press Service provides news and information about the ecumenical movement. Its material may be freely reproduced with acknowledgement. EPS is a service of 
World Council of Churches in partnership with the World Student Christian Federation, the World Alliance of YMCAs, and the World YWCA. Opinions expressed are not 
‘essarily those of the WCC or the partners 


SHOPTALK (54/43) 


The World Association for Christian Communication (357 Kennington Lane, London 
SE11 5QY) has issued an open invitation to a World Communication Congress on 
the theme “Communication for Community". The congress is set for 15-19 
October 1989 in Manila. 


Southern Africa is the focus of the current (#39) issue of Migration Today, 
newsletter of the WCC Migration Secretariat (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20). 


The latest (#35) in the WCC Risk book series is Everyday Ecumenism: Can You 
Take the World Church Home? Written by John Bluck, it costs 7.90 Swiss 
francs, 4.95 US dollars, or 3.25 UK pounds. 


Material on recent activities of the Council of Swaziland Churches is 
available from the nine-denomination CSC at Box 1095, Manzini, Swaziland. CSC 
members are the African Apostolic Faith Mission, African Methodist Episcopal 
Church, Christian Apostolic Holy Spirit Church in Zion, [Anglican] Church of 
the Province of Southern Africa, Evangelical Lutheran Church, Mennonite 
Central Committee, National Baptist Church, Roman Catholic Church in 
Swaziland, and United Christian Church of Africa. 


Transformation Resource Centre (Box 1388, Maseru 100, Lesotho) has available 
material on church responses to the miners' strike earlier this year in South 
Africa. 


Additional material on the International Conference on Children, Repression, 
and the Law in Apartheid South Africa [EPS 87.10.06] is available from 
WCC/PCR, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


A report on a two-week trip in September/October to the USA-Mexico frontier 
by André Jacques, WCC migration secretary, is available (in French) from 
WCC/CICARWS, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


A summary report from a Rational Consultation on Science and Technology: Its 
Impact on Women sponsored by the All India Council of Christian Women (part 
of the National Council of Churches in India) is available from the NCCI, 
Christian Council Lodge, Civil Lines, Nagpur, 440 001 MS, India. 


EPS appears 45 times a year. This issue was printed 1 December. The next 
is scheduled for 8 December. EPS deadlines are usually Mondays at 8h00 


GMT. On request, EPS will send headlines by telex or telefax. Then you can 
ask (and pay) for full texts. 


EPS annual subscription rates (including airmail) are 69.50 Swiss francs, 
42.50 US dollars, 26.50 UK pounds, 52.50 Australian dollars, 65 New Zealand 
dollars, 95 Dutch guilders, 85 FRG marks, 250 French francs, 250 Swedish 
kronor, 175 Indian rupees, or 49.50 Canadian dollars. 


DANISH EXCHANGE: PEOPLE OF Ecumenical Press 
OTHER FAITHS IN FOLK CHURCH? Service 87.12.01 


COPENHAGEN - Church News From Denmark reports (November) an exchange between 
theologian Johannes Aagaard and diocesan bishop Thorkild Graesholt of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Folk Church in Denmark (ELFD) about the presence in the 
folk church of people of faiths other than Christian. 


In a newspaper commentary, Aagaard speaks of a “peculiar situation concerning 
the [de facto] identity of the folk church. ... Thousands of members", he 
says, have joined religious movements "at variance with the identity of the 
folk church. 


"But none of them dream of withdrawing their membership from the church. On 
the contrary, they often claim to become better Christians for having accepted 
their new faith." 


According to the theologian, people who joined other religions used to resign 
from the folk church, “and in this way the problem solved itself." 


Now, however, people such as Scientologists, Buddhists, and Hindus "are still 
members of the folk church, and wish to continue as such." 


Aargaard says religious liberty and general tolerance "applies to the people 
and not the folk church. We urgently need a certain amount of clarity. 
Otherwise, membership of the folk church for many of us will become an 
absurdity." 


The ELFD bishops, he says, “have a duty to clarify this problem." 


In a reply in a subsequent newspaper article, Graesholt says it is "obvious 
that according to the law in force, you cannot be a member of a religious 
movement which stands for a different teaching from that of the folk church 
and at the same time keep your membership of the latter." 


But, he notes, "the history of the folk church swarms with examples of people 
and groups who have loudly denounced each other as being heretics. 


"Still, without objections, they have worked inside the same folk church. 
Concerning the present difficulties, I see no other way than considering each 
case on its own. ... 


"We are touching a very difficult problem", he adds. "Who can search into 
other peoples' consciences?" 


Agreeing with Aagaard that ELFD bishops, priests, and parish-council members 
must "of course ... be Lutheran — and that seriously speaking and not pro 
forma", the bishop asks, "How do you decide whether a promise is made in good 
faith or not, as long as it is being kept rightly according to its legal 
content? 


"We have to realize that we have no one in office as a national inquisitor. 
Maybe Aagaard would like such a job established.” 


In another comment on folk church membership, Poul Langagergaard, general 
secretary of the Inner Mission organization, says that "more than ever, we 
suffer the consequences of the lack of spiritual criteria as a background for 
electing priests", he says, and he predicts that without improvements in the 
spiritual climate, the ELFD will lose more priests and other members. [EPS] 


MALAYSIA: CHRISTIAN FEDERATION SAYS Ecumenical Press 
CALM, GOOD WILL, UNDERSTANDING NEEDED Service 87.12.02 


KUALA LUMPUR - Reacting to the detention of 100-plus Malaysians under terms of 
the country's Internal Security Act [87.11.75,105,137], the Christian 
Federation of Malaysia (PKM) has called on "all citizens in this trying time 
... to remain calm, and take steps to foster good will and understanding among 
one another." 


The PKM statement was signed by Anthony Soter Fernandez, the Roman Catholic 
archbishop here; E.B. Muthusami, the Lutheran bishop who is president of the 
Council of Churches of Malaysia (MGM); and David Boler, chairman of the 
National Evangelical Christian Fellowship. 


(MGM includes Anglican, Reformed, Lutheran, Independent (Mar Thoma), 
Methodist, Oriental Orthodox, and Salvation Army membership. A bit more than 
half the country's 16.1 million people are counted as Muslims. Christians 
are about 6.5 percent.) 


The PKM statement expresses support for the “measure taken to diffuse 
tension. However", it continues, "detention of individuals without trial is a 
violation of their inalienable rights, and in the light of the Penal Code and 
the Sedition Act ... all persons detained should be immediately charged and 
granted due process of the law, or be otherwise released unconditionally." 


Some of those detained have notable Christian or other religious connections. 
The PKM says any “specifically detained on account of their religious 
activities" should be brought to trial "if they have violated the laws of the 
country." 


The church leaders also express concern about the revocation of the licenses 
of certain newspapers. "The public", they observe, “has thereby been deprived 
of moderate and wider views on national issues. Denying or restricting access 
to objective news would only lead to the spread of rumours and give further 
grounds for suspicion among the people", they add. 


"Whilst there is justification for a prohibition against large public 
rallies", the federation calls for “avenues for legitimate and responsible 
discussion and sharing of information on matters of public interest. 


"We are saddened", the church leaders continue, "that in this our 30th year of 
independence, ethnic tension has again risen to dangerous levels. In the 
light of the present situation, all groups concerned should seek to transcend 
racial lines and act and speak on behalf of all Malaysians." 


In that connection, PKM urges the government to "seriously reconsider the 


setting up of an appropriate representative body to enable the nation to 
achieve genuine reconciliation and integration." 


In a separate church statement on the situation, Fernandez, who chairs the 
National [Roman Cathoic] Office for Human Development, describes the Internal 
Security Act as "against basic human rights, especially the right to open 
trial. We are perturbed", he adds, "that elected representatives of the 


people, as well as members of socially concerned organisations, have been 
detained without such fair and public hearing." 


The archbishop says Malaysians who “sincerely express their opinion on social 
issues affecting our nation are honestly trying to bring about greater 


justice, ethnic, and religious harmony in Malaysia and are exercising their 
rights and duties as loyal citizens." [EPS] 


PHILIPPINES: ALLEGATIONS DENIED Ecumenical Press 
ON CHURCH SUPPORT FOR COMMUNISTS Service 87.12.03 


GENEVA/MANILA - Ninan Koshy, international affairs director of the World 
Council of Churches, vigorously denied (26 November) allegations from 
"military intelligence sources" that the WCC is among 14 _. overseas 
organizations supporting a “communist underground" in the Philippines. 


"We deny this allegation categorically", Koshy said. "At the same time", he 
added, "we want to express our profound concern about what appears to be a 
campaign of slander and defamation against churches and their organizations 
inside and outside the Philippines." 


Earlier [EPS 87.11.83], WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro wrote Philippine 
President Corazon Aquino to express concern about media reports branding the 
United Church of Christ in the Philippines (UCCP) and 24 other organizations 
"communist front[s]" or "communist-infiltrated". 


In another letter to Aquino (29 November), participants in a WCC consultation 
in Kyoto (Japan) said they are "pained to learn" of the allegations against 
the UCCP and the Student Christian Movement in the Philippines, "for such 
labels have been known to cause violence, and even death to innocent people. 
-.. We request you to please look into this irresponsible charge" and support 
the UCCP and other Christian leaders. "The best support", they observed, 
"would be a public statement from you or your office against such labelling." 


In the Philippine capital, according to a report from the Union of Catholic 
Asian News, Fidel Ramos, the general who is chief of staff of the Philippine 
armed forces, also defended the UCCP. Ramos said he “would be the last one" 
to consider the denomination a communist front. 


The UCCP itself denounced the allegations, calling on the military to provide 
proof, or apologize publicly. UCCP Bishop Ermie Camba observed that "the 
government has legitimized anti-communist vigilante groups whose only avowed 
enemies are communists." Thus, he said, with its charges about the UCCP, "the 
military has made our church members targets of indiscrminate killings." 


Camba also said, according to UCAN, that the denomination has never 
experienced as much persecution as it does now. "We are sad", he said, "that 
in the government which we helped establish, we are again persecuted." 


Koshy said the WCC's "record of policies and actions with regard to the 
Philippines is open." He noted support for the National Council of Churches 
in the Philippines and its members in “their tasks of evangelization and 
renewal, in defence and promotion of human rights, and in humanitarian and 
development programmes. 


"We have peridocially", he continued, "represented to the governments, 
including the present one, regarding human-rights violations, and some of the 
root causes of injustice in the country. Along with our churches, we pray for 
a more just society, and for reconciliation among the people in the 
Philippines, and will continue to act in that spirit." 


Offering an overview of the WCC, Koshy described it as a "fellowship of 
churches", whose purposes include "calling the churches to the goal of visible 
unity, and expressing the common concern of the churches in the service of 
human need and the promotion of one human family in justice and peace. The 
WCC understands its ministry among, and support to, the poor and the 
marginalised and the victims of injustice, as an integral part of its mission 
as mandated by the gospel of Jesus Christ" he said. [EPS] 


GDR STATE SECRETARY FOR RELIGION Ecumenical Press 
VISITS INTERNATIONAL CHURCH GROUPS Service 87.12.04 


GENEVA - Klaus Gysi, GDR (East German) secretary of state for church affairs, 
visited four church organizations based at the Ecumenical Centre (here, 23-26 
November) -— World Council of Churches, Lutheran World Federation, Conference 
of European Churches, and World Alliance of Reformed Churches. With him was 
Gerd Will, international relations director in the GDR church-affairs ministry. 


A communiqué after the visit said Gysi and Will's discussions here dealt with 
"responsibility shared by Christians and Marxists for the future of humanity, 
and the part the ecumenical movement" has to play in this. Compared to Gysi's 
first visit, in 1981, it noted a “marked increase" in "participation of the 
churches of the GDR in the decision-making bodies of the ecumenical 
organizations, and in ecumenical programmes." It spoke of GDR church experts 
in India, Zambia, and Tanzania in response to church requests from there. 


The communiqué referred to the GDR's "coalition of reason" approach, and its 
"foreign policy characterized by cautious realism". It said "the same applies 
to the GDR government's position on state-church relations, or the partnership 
of Marxists and Christians." It described GDR government policy as "directed 
towards constructive, frank co-operation in accordance with the [GDR] 
constitution." Its aim is "full involvement of Christians, with complete 
equality of rights and duties as citizens ... in the total social process. 
The government of the GDR constantly endeavours to correct anything that 
detracts from equality of opportunity, and to take account of comments from 
the churches that touch on this." 


Promised discussions with church representatives, (about, among other things, 
church proposals that conscientious objectors be allowed to _ perform 
alternative, unarmed social service outside the military, rather than within 
it, as is currently possible) have "not been called off, but merely 
postponed." The communiqué also referred to "generally increased 
opportunities for travel" by GDR citizens, which "also benefit GDR church 
participation in the ecumenical movement." 


Speaking to centre staff, Gysi said, "We have much more in common with 
Christianity than what distinguishes us, and what distinguishes us need not 
necessarily divide us." At a news conference, he described the church as 
"something very normal in socialism". 


GDR Police Raid in Parish Church in Berlin 


During the Gysi visit, GDR security police carried out an early-morning raid 
(after earlier state warnings about illegal activity) in a Berlin parish with 
a parish-sponsored environmental library, and at which an independent group, 
Initiative for Peace and Human Rights, has met with church permission. Police 
seized documents and office equipment, and detained seven people; two were 
still in custody when Gysi returned, and were released at his request. 


A statement from the leadership of the Evangelical [United] Church in 
Berlin-Brandenburg (27 November) said it expected a "full explanation of all 
the circumstances" of the police action. It urged Evangelical parishes and 
related groups to continue to work for justice, peace, and the integrity of 


creation "with determination and patience," and said it assumes their work 
"will not be hampered in the future." 


Asked in Geneva about the raid, Gysi said such things “only happen if 
absolutely necessary to avoid certain difficulties", and that GDR laws about 
printing apply to all citizens, including those with church connections. [EPS] 


BRITISH COUNCIL OF CHURCHES Ecumenical Press 
CONSIDERS ECUMENICAL FUTURE Service 87.12.05 


LONDON (Robert Nowell) - Resolutions critical of UK government policy on 
education and on refugees were adopted by the semi-annual assembly of the 
British Council of Churches (here, 23-25 November). 


However, the session was largely taken up with considering the practical 
implications of the call by last September's ecumenical conference in Swanwick 
[EPS 87.09.50] to replace the BCC with a new "ecumenical instrument" for 
Britain and Ireland, with greatly increased Roman Catholic involvement. 


The session also saw the entry into BCC membership of five Oriental Orthodox 
traditions - Armenian, Coptic [Egyptian], Ethiopian, Syrian, and Indian. 
Together they have about 30,000 UK members in Britain; through the Council of 
Oriental Orthodox Churches, they are to be represented by a single delegate. 


In his opening speech, the BCC General Secretary Philip Morgan called for a 
church-government dialogue. He said the third consecutive Conservative Party 
government points to major and enduring changes "in our community life". 


He added that "assumptions which we have made regarding the nature of the 
community, of democratic government, and of the role of the state in these 
circumstances are urgently in need of re-examination." 


Another pointer, Morgan said, was Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher's recent 
criticism of the lack of church leadership on moral questions. "It seems to 
me that we could make a considerable case for moral leadership in a whole 
range of matters, from apartheid to racism, and immigration to matters of 
employment", said Morgan. 


"But there is quite clearly a lack of agreement at a much more basic level", 
he said, on "the moral principles on which we seek to act and to live and how 
broadly" they apply to "our common life". 


One of the examples cited by Morgan - education - was subsequently tackled by 
the assembly. 


It urged the UK government to delay proposed legislation and to rethink its 
proposals for reform "so as to restore and enhance the concept of educational 
provision as a genuine partnership between central and local government, 
parents and teachers." 


In this it wanted the government to avoid "proposals which will be divisive in 
community life", and to ensure that education was seen "not as a privilege 
determined by a variety of choices but as the right of every child". 


On its final day, the assembly adopted a resolution which called on the UK 
government not to detain those seeking asylum in custody while their 
applications were being determined "except in the most extreme circumstances"; 
not to resume using ships as places of detention; and to adopt a "less 
restrictive and more generous interpretation of what constitutes refugee 
status”. 


Behind this resolution lay the fear, expressed by Keith Jenkins, secretary of 
the BCC community-affairs division, that in harmonizing their immigration 
policies and practices, the governments of Western Europe would be tempted to 
adopt the more restrictive interpretation of what constitutes a refugee 
favoured by the UK government, but currently being challenged in the courts. 
[EPS] 


ZIMBABWE: LAND CONFLICT SEEN BEHIND Ecumenical Press 
ATTACK, MURDERS IN CHRISTIAN COMMUNE Service 87.12.06 


HARARE (Steve Askin) - Conflict over land may lie behind the brutal attack (25 
November) on a Christian commune in Zimbabwe's troubled Matabeleland region. 


Sixteen people - including a six-week-old infant and four other children - 
were killed by anti-government attackers. They hacked their victims to death 
with axes and burned eight bodies. 


The victims, all white, include two Americans, one Briton and 13 Zimbabweans. 


The dead were members of a Pentecostal farming commune, the Community of 
Reconciliation, located in a relatively productive, commercial agriculture 
area next door to overcrowded peasant lands. 


Though engaged in mission and social service work among local people, they 
also found themselves in conflict with blacks squatting on their land. 


The week before the attack, the regional governor had visited the area and 
ordered squatters to leave the commune's land. 


Officials say one squatter stood to declare that if blacks were forced off the 
land, the whites would have to leave too. "These missionaries won't eat the 
next sacrament", he reportedly said. 


Police believe squatters led the attackers to the farm. 


When dissidents fled the scene, they left a note with one of two survivors, a 
12-year-old girl, declaring that “land must be given to the workers and 
peasants to till it." 


The violence partly reflects Zimbabwe's tension over land. 


Though many blacks expected radical land reform when white-minority rule ended 
in 1980, most peasants remain in overcrowded “communal lands", while white 
farmers continue to occupy most of the country's best land. 


Bitterness over land shortages is particularly acute in Matabeleland, which is 
both the most arid section of Zimbabwe and the home of the politically 
disaffected Ndebele ethnic minority. 


White farmers have been the primary targets in a wave of dissident violence 
which began in April. 


The latest attack suggests armed rebels opposed to Prime Minister Robert 
Mugabe are now taking advantage of land hunger to seek popular support. 


Despite its commitment to Christian service, it appears the Community of 


Reconciliation came to be seen by some neighbouring peasants as simply another 
group of white settlers. 


The group's Christian commitment had left it vulnerable to attack in an area 
where most commercial farms have police or military security guards. 


The farm was robbed by dissidents a year ago, said John Russell, the group's 
sole surviving member, but it declined official protection because "we felt 
that if we were going to help the local community we could not live in a 


fortress. We knew there would be a price to pay", he said, “but we did not 
want to live under arms." [EPS] 


Australia: Anglican ordination of women as priests in 1990? EPS 87.12.07 
MELBOURNE — David Penman, Anglican archbishop here, says his diocese seeks “by 
all constitutional means to conduct our first ordination of women as priests" 
in Feburary 1990. "This will enable us a good length of time to explore the 
constraints and possibilities within the constitution [of the Anglican Church 
of Australia, ACC] and to discuss the implications of such a decision and not 
"spring' it on the national church", he adds. ACC national synods in 1985 and 
1987 failed to approve such ordinations [EPS 87.09.54]. Another national 
synod takes place in 1989. Penman's diocesan synod urged such ordinations "as 
soon as" Penman thinks them "appropriate". It also called for a "clear 
process of negotiation between now and 1989 among all dioceses ... to 
determine the basis on which agreement may be reached, thereby allowing them 
subsequently to make their own synodical decisions on the ordination of women, 
while still maintaining national [Anglican] unity." [EPS] 


USA: Lutherans and Eastern Orthodox in dialogue EPS 87.12.08 
RIVER FOREST (Illinois) - The official US dialogue between Lutherans and 
Eastern Orthodox held its fourth session (here, 13-14 November). A statement 
from the group said among reasons for differences between the two traditions 
are “historical differences in terminology ... ‘growing apart' and prolonged 
Separation in time, space, and communication ... together with apparent 
continuing variances in theological perspectives, confessional expression, and 
church life." The group's next meeting is set for next November. [EPS] 


USA: RC bishops plan annual collection to aid old nuns, priests EPS 87.12.09 
WASHINGION —- At their annual meeting, here last month, the Roman Catholic 
bishops of the United States voted 156-10 to ask church members to make an 
annual special offering for the next 10 years to help cover some of the 2.5 
billion US dollars needed to care for thousands of elderly nuns and priests 
facing poverty. About 44,000 of the 115,000 US Roman Catholic sisters are 70 
or older, and it is they who are said to be in greatest need. [EPS] 


Methodist boards: drop homosexuality language; bishops: don't EPS 87.12.10 
NEW YORK - Three boards - discipleship, church and society, and higher 
education and ministry - of the United Methodist Church are asking next 
April's UMC General Conference to drop language from church documents which, 
among other things, describes homosexuality as "incompatible" with 
Christianity, and bars the ordination or continued ministerial service of 
"self—avowed practising homosexuals". However, UMC bishops issued a "statement 
of concern" urging all United Methodists to "join with us in being faithful to 
the standards, fidelity in marriage and celibacy in singleness [some of the 
language in question], which have been adopted through the struggles of our 
covenant community of faith over the years." [EPS] 


Ireland: RC bishops say membership in violent groups 'sinful' EPS 87.12.11 
ENNISKILLEN (Northern Ireland) - In the wake of the bombing here last month by 
the IRA (the main group violently seeking to take Northern Ireland out of the 
United Kingdom), which killed 11 people and injured 60 others, the standing 
committee of the conference of Roman Catholic bishops of both parts of Ireland 
issued a statement calling it "evil" and "sinful" for Christians to join or 
support "organizations committed to violence". The bishops also expressed 
"solidarity with the Protestant community in sharing this tragedy." On the 
whole island, most people are counted as Roman Catholics, though they are a 
minority in the UK province of Northern Ireland. "Protestants" and 
"Catholics" are generally used as synonyms in the province for those who wish 
it to remain part of the United Kingdom ("loyalists"), and those who favour 
joining it to the Republic of Ireland ("republicans"). The bishops' statement 
was read at worship on the Sunday after the bombing. "In the face of the 
present campaigns of republican violence", they said, "the choice of all 
Catholics is clear. It is a choice between good and evil." [EPS] 


Soviet, US church leaders plan summit prayer vigil EPS 87.12.12 
WASHINGTON -— General Secretary Arie Brouwer of the [US] National Council of 
Churches invited heads of US denominations and Soviet church leaders to take 
part in a prayer vigil at the Anglican cathedral here during the summit 
meeting this month between US President Ronald Reagan and Soviet Communist 
Party General Secretary Mikhail Gorbachev. [EPS] 


Canada: church coalition opposes resumption of aid to Guatemala EPS 87.12.13 
TORONTO — The Inter-Church Committee on Human Rights in Latin America, which 
includes Anglican, Reformed (CRCC, PCC), Lutheran, Quaker, Roman Catholic, and 
United membership, has strongly opposed the Canadian government decision 
(announced 16 November) to restore Canadian bilateral aid to Guatemala. [EPS] 


Philippines: dispute about support for armed vigilante groups EPS 87.12.14 

MANILA -— Religious News Service reports "a dispute within the Roman Catholic 
Church and the broader religious community here has erupted over ... armed 
vigilante groups designed to aid a government counter-insurgency drive." 
According to the RNS report, the dispute pits Jaime Cardinal Sin, the Roman 
Catholic archbishop here, “and some conservative colleagues in the church 
hierarchy", who support the groups in some cases, against "an array of 
grassroots church and ecumenical organizations opposed to vigilantes and the 
general thrust" of the government's counter-insurgency policies. Sin has 
voiced support for vigilante groups organized for "protection" and "self 
defence" against communist-led urban guerrillas. [EPS] 


USA: RC bishops approve campaign to appeal to hispanics EPS 87.12.15 
WASHINGTON - At their annual meeting, here last month, the Roman Catholic 
bishops of the United States unanimously approved a 78-page National Pastoral 
Plan for Hispanic Ministry. "The great majority of our hispanic people feel 
distant or marginated from the Catholic church", it says. In its report, 
Religious News Service says that among the millions of US hispanics (people of 
Latin American heritage), there are many “increasingly attracted to 
fundamentalist Protestant sects". A key aspect of the plan is the development 
of "small, ecclesial communities" - grassroots faith and prayer groups that 
are popular in Latin America. Hispanics make up about 40 percent of the US 
Roman Catholic population of more than 50 million. [EPS] 


Rabbi says Ratzinger contradicts pope on Judaism EPS 87.12.16 

NEW YORK - A prominent US rabbi, Marc Tanenbaum, international relations 
director for the American Jewish Committee, has sharply criticized comments by 
Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger, head of the Vatican Congregation for the Doctrine 
of the Faith. In an interview in the Italian weekly I1 Sabato, Ratzinger 
Suggested that for a Jew to become a Christian is to enter "into the full 
inheritance of Abraham". Tanenbaum said Ratzinger “contradicts every major 
pronouncement that Pope John Paul II has made on Jews and Judaism." He said 
it is “incumbent on the Vatican" to make it clear that Ratzinger speaks for 
himself in this matter. "If the Vatican and the American Catholic hierarchy 
were to allow Ratzinger's views to stand as normative", Tanenbaum added, "... 


it would make further relations between the Vatican and the world Jewish 
community impossible. [EPS] 


USA: RC bishops call US aid to contras ‘morally flawed' EPS 87.12.17 
WASHINGTON - During their annual meeting, here last month, the Roman Catholic 
bishops of the United States approved a 5000-word Statement describing US aid 
to the anti-government contra forces in Nicaragua “morally flawed". It also 
Opposes any military solutions to regional conflicts, and strongly endorses 
the regional peace plan offered by Costa Rican President Oscar Arias. Several 
bishops opposed the statement on grounds that it might be manipulated for 
Propaganda purposes, or that would be understood as siding with the Nicaraguan 
government. The statement updates a 1981 position paper. [EPS] 


USA: bishop resigns after allegations of sex scandal EPS 87.12.18 
DENVER - The bishop of the diocese based here of the [Eastern Orthodox] 
Ecumenical Patriarchate has resigned in the wake of an alleged sex scandal 
involving him and the daughter of a parish priest [EPS 87.10.26]. Church 
officials said Bishop Anthimos resigned "for the peace of the church". He 
declared himself “innocent and never a participant in any wrongdoing". The 
priest, "realizing the harm which he caused to the church through his 
inappropriate actions, requested to be forgiven and signed a statement that he 
is ready to receive a canonical ecclesiastical sanction." The priest had 
publicly supported his daughter's allegations. [EPS] 


Poland: RC bishops meet on several issues EPS 87.12.19 
KIELCE - Meeting here last month, Poland's Roman Catholic bishops discussed 
issues such as the country's current difficult economic and social situation, 
alcoholism, living conditions for young people, and church-state and 
Vatican-Polish relations. The bishops also criticized the system of career 
advancement in Poland, whereby promotion is sometimes related to "other 
factors" than qualifications or work record. [EPS] 


India: priests in solidarity with fishermen's hunger strike EPS 87.12.20 
NAGERCOIL (Tamil Nadu) - Thirty priests from the Roman Catholic diocese of 
Kottar observed a one-day hunger strike last month to express solidarity with 
fishermen who have been on a "relay hunger strike" since 2 November urging 
more government help in tracing missing fishermen. [EPS] 


India: news report accuses missionaries of land grab EPS 87.12.21 
PANTA — An investigative report in a local daily here last month accused some 
Christian missionaries of being part of a series of land grabs in the Dumka 
region of Bihar. The paper said large tracts of land belonging to tribal 
people were illegally transferred to the control of Christian groups, who, it 
was said, conspired with local politicians to acquire the properties. 


Argentine Lutheran pastors say eucharist central EPS 87.12.22 
EL DORADO —- At a recent meeting here, pastors of the United Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in Argentina have agreed that the normative structure for 
Sunday worship is a liturgy including the reading and preaching of God's word, 
and a celebration of the Lord's Supper. A recommendation was also passed to 
update liturgical language, finding hymns that better express contemporary 
concerns, and a greater use of gestures and symbols that relate to the 
Argentine context. [EPS] 


Africa: Baptist declaration on missions EPS 87.12.23 
IBADAN (Nigeria) - After a meeting here, African Baptist representatives and 
those from nine overseas Baptist mission groups, issued a "Declaration of 
Ibadan" which establishes guidelines for improved relationships between 
Baptist missionaries in Africa and African Baptists. The declaration includes 
a "theological understanding of mission" and a set of "principles for 
partnership". [EPS] 


Chile: RC bishops denounce government ban on certain ideas EPS 87.12.24 
SANTIAGO - The 32-member conference of Roman Catholic bishops in Chile says a 
new Chilean law setting stiff penalties for persons or groups "propagating 
doctrines that threaten the family or advocate violence or a concept of 
society ... based on class struggle" creates a "sombre panorama" for the 
country, and is a major stumbling block in efforts to return the country to 
democracy. The law has also been denounced by opposition political parties, 
journalists, and human-rights organizations. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Lee Kam Hing: '30 Years Since Malaysian Independence’ EPS 87.12.25 


This is excerpted from "Issues Since Merdeka [Independence]" published by the 
social issues committee of the Malaysian Christian Association for Relief 
(CARE). Lee Kam Hing lectures in the history department of the University of 
Malaya. The material was prepared before the recent detentions [EPS 87.12.02]. 


... [Since independence in 1957], a whole generation of Malaysians have grown 
up, ... many ... not familiar with ... how independence was obtained nor the 
nature of the provisions in the constitution that was negotiated. Some do 
not realize that independence was achieved through racial co-operation and a 
united commitment towards a multi-racial society. 


Consequently, there are those who now question many aspects of the political 
compromises reached, Their perception of the bargaining process at the time 
of independence, the terms of those agreements, and the reason for having 
those compromises, is understandably different from those who were 
participants in 1957. 


In the intervening 30 years, the many developments such as the greater access 
to education, rapid urbanization, the growing role and influence of the mass 
media, and intensive politization that reaches the grassroot level have in 
different ways affected the perception of the people. More important, these 
developments have led to a dramatic shift in the political balance .... 


At this juncture of our country's history when there is much debate as to the 
nation's future direction and when radical changes are sought by sections of 
the population, Christians must be more concerned and involved. Christians 
must exercise the same rights and responsibilities as the ordinary citizen. 
These responsibilities require them to speak up on behalf of justice, basic 
freedom and human rights for all, the democratic system, and the constitution. 
The defence of all these principles is central to peace and stability in the 
country. 


More important, they are necessary in order to sustain the concept of a 
harmonious multi-racial society. This was a vision held in 1957 by many 
early leaders who wanted Malaysia to be a multi-racial society where there is 


tolerance and mutual respect. This is a vision which Christians must help 
recover and sustain. 


The scriptural teachings as well as the multi-racial character of the church 
in Malaysia provides an opportunity for Christians to help translate this 
vision into reality. The church can become a microcosm or a model of the 
multi-racial harmony and tolerance which we seek to promote within the larger 
society. More than that, Christians in all their thinking and articulation 


can fashion out a framework which ignores narrow communal and linguistic 
limits. 


This should serve as a guide so that even on a subject such as the extension 
of the New Economic Policy after 1990, Christians can minimize the communal 
bias in the debate. Perhaps Christians should help identify target groups 
which are presently economically disadvantaged and to call for a policy that 
aims at removing all poverty and social injustice among them. In this list 


surely would be the padi cultivators, the East Coast fishermen, the unemployed 
tin-miners, and the workers in rubber estates. 


The Christian perspective and conscience is not only addressed to the 
Christians, or the non-Malays but for all. And this concern is not limited 


simply to economic welfare. This is because Christ died for all irrespective 
of their race. ... [EPS] 


— 


ECUVIEW/Ghassan Rubeiz: ‘Reflections on a Middle East Visit' EPS 87.12.26 


Rubeiz is secretary for the Middle East of the inter-church aid commission 
(CICARWS) of the World Council of Churches. This is one of a series of 
reflections on different parts of a visit to the Middle East last May and June 
by a delegation headed by WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro [EPS 87.03.121; 
05.60; 06.07]. 


The visit to Jordan, Israel and Occupied (Palestinian) Territories focused on 
contacts with WCC member churches. Most of the team's time was spent in and 
around, Amman, Jerusalem, Nazareth, and Bethlehem. 


The visit expressed the solidarity of the ecumenical family with the churches 
and the people of this vital area of deep-rooted Christian tradition and 
special witness in a tense region. 


Visits included courtesy calls to state officials, visits to selected sites of 
the various religious communities, discussion with church representatives on 
basic concerns, and diverse ecumenical-learning situations with grassroots 
people of the church. 


Christians represent less than 10 percent of the population of the area, and 
their communities exist in small confessional groups. 


The Greek Orthodox Patriarchate of Jerusalem, which has jurisdiction over 
Israel, Palestine, and Jordan, counts some 200,000 Arab people. This is the 
church which is especially entrusted with guardianship and care of the greater 
part of the holy places. 


In Jordan, the team learned with interest about the humble and creative 
efforts of the Orthodox Education Society to bring new leadership and fresh 
pastoral activity into the church. 


The team was also impressed with the widespread diakonia of the [Anglican] 
Episcopal and other churches. In a visit to Crown Prince Hassan, the team 
was briefed on the current Middle East situation. 


In Isreal and the Occupied Territories the team heard the varying points of 
view about the conflict between Arabs and Jews on land, security, and the role 
of religion in politics. 


This visit had a special relevance to many WCC programmes, particularly 
justice and solidarity and witness in the region. 


As the team left this area of the region they were confirmed in their belief 
that an international conference for peace in the region is urgent. 


Fundamentalism in the region is growing. 


Demography is being exploited by politicans of the various sides of the 
conflict. 


The growing Palestinian population in the Occupied Territories and pre-1967 
Israel is a new point of pressure on Israelis to think of a realistic formula 
for peace. On the other hand, the return of Jews from around the world to 
Israel is of serious concern to Arabs. 


A letter from the general secretary will be sent soon to the member churches, 
focusing on the Middle East and the urgency of the international conference in 
particular. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW: ‘Religious Liberty in Vietnam’ EPS 87.12.27 


This item is excerpted from a report in Terre Nouvelle, magazine of three 
agencies of the French-speaking Reformed cantonal churches of Switzerland. It 
was translated from the French by the Language Service of the World Council of 
Churches. Of the country's more than 61 million people, more than half are 
counted as Buddhists. Christians account for less than 10 percent; most of 
them are Roman Catholics. 


... Article 68 of the Vietnamese constitution says "citizens enjoy freedom of 
worship and are free to decide whether or not they wish to practise a 
religion. No one may abuse religion to violate national laws or policy." 


So, the constitution does not grant freedom of religion in the sense of an 
absolute right to practise a belief or conviction. 


On the other hand, it does guarantee freedom of worship, in other words, the 
freedom to hold religious services or other similar ceremonies. 


However, this right may be exercised only within the terms of the laws and 
political guidelines set by the government, and/or the [communist] party. 


Following its discussions with church representatives and state departments 
responsible for religious affairs, the [Swiss Reformed] delegation felt that 
these provisions exactly reflect the actual situation in regard to religious 
freedom in Vietnam, at least in the regions visited. 


In Ho Chi Minh City and Hanoi, many churches are open and religious services 
are well attended. Within certain limits, Roman Catholics and Protestants can 
print Bibles. There is a Roman Catholic seminary in Hanoi and another is to be 
opened shortly in Ho Chi Minh City. 


Government circles do not deny that the holding of worship is sometimes 
interrupted, especially in local situations in rural areas, but this is 
apparently not in line with present policy, and over-zealous local officials 
are required to account for their actions. 


The churches are, however, subject to strict state control. This is chiefly 
ensured by the fact that even Christians belong to the popular organization of 
the Patriotic Front of Vietnam. 


But it is also reflected in the extremely strict directives to which the Roman 
Catholic newspaper must conform, or in the fact that not only the teaching 


ees of the seminaries but even the students themselves must be ‘approved' by 
the state. 


The churches are also expected to play an active part in the building of a 


socialist Vietnam and to rally Christians to the support of government 
policies. 


There are undeniable limits to the churches' freedom. If, on religious 
grounds, they take the liberty of criticizing the political system as such, or 
even certain aspects of the political directives imposed at a particular time, 
that is considered as anti-government propaganda and prosecution follows. 


It was explained to us several times that, while priests were also entitled to 
criticize the bureaucratic shortcomings and mistakes of government officials, 
there could be no question of their criticizing the policy of austerity in a 
manner that betrayed an attitude hostile to the government. ... [EPS] 


CUMENCAL PRESS SERVE Ml 


ox 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. Telephone (022) 91 6156. Telex 23 423 OIK CH. Telefax (022) 9813 46. Editor Tom Dorris. 
Rin 
du Conseil 
150; toute’ de Fetney z 
11-20 December: 1987 1211 GENEVE 29. year 54 / issue 44 


Ecumenical consultation considers spirituality in dialogue 8/eA2.28 
Canadian Ukrainians criticize Russians on 1000th anniversary Ap As 
Ecumenical team warns on situation in Haiti . 30 
Anonymous author criticizes Runcie, warns of unity crisis 231 
Chaplains, activists meet on military ministry issues 32 
Canada: United Church officials urge study of free trade 33 
Ghana/South Korea: Presbyterians approve co-operation .34 
Lutheran-Reformed dialogue projects four-part report 135 
USA: bishop resigns after council rejects his appointments . 36 
FRG: Evangelical synod tackles variety of issues S57, 
Hungary: military service for theology students reduced - 38 
India: scheduled caste Christians not included in revised list 39 
West Africa: Anglicans allow diocesan option on priesting women - 40 
Conference on ‘religious identity in a multi-religious society’ 41 
Nicaragua: church station authorized to broadcast news cae 
Migreurope launched «43 
Mozambique: ecumenical leader asks for prayers after massacre ~44 
Europe: ecumenical leaders pray for summit's success -45 
Europe: conference considers secularisation and mission - 46 
Beatification iof Reformation-era martyrs: reconciliation urged -47 
British Methodists: evangelicals launch homosexuality debate - 48 
Salvation Army general challenges UK tv ban on its film -49 
US$ 3.35 million appeal for drought, displaced in Ethiopia -50 
USA: crayons for the millennium by the ecumenical council ai 
Paraguay: ecumenical official reported detained we 
Asia: ecumenical consultation held with migrant workers -53 
ECUTEXTS: "Appeal on ‘People's Christmas’ in South Africa" ~54 

"WCC Message to the Churches in Haiti" eye} 
ECUVIEWS: "A Concluding Theological Postscript" -56 

"Toast to the Ecumenical Patriarch" &57 

"The Church in Haiti" -58 


Imenical Press Service provides news and information about the ecumenical movement. Its material may be freely reproduced with acknowledgement. EPS is a service of 
} World Council of Churches in partnership with the World Student Christian Federation, the World Alliance of YMCAs, and the World YWCA. Opinions expressed are not 
essarily those of the WCC or the partners. 


SHOPTALK (54/44) 


The World Association for Christian Communication (357 Kennington Lane, London 
SEl11 5QY) has issued an open invitation to a World Communication Congress on 
the theme "Communication for Community". The congress is set for 15-19 
October 1989 in Manila. 


New from WCC Publications, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20: 
(Each book costs 15.50 Swiss francs, 9.95 US dollars, or 6.25 UK pounds.) 


Families in Transition: The Case for Counselling in Context, edited by 
Masamba ma Mpolo & Cécile De Sweemer. The book includes two parts - 
Cultural, Historical, and Sociological Contexts of Family Life and its 
Pastoral Care in the Third World (with articles on Latin America, the 
Caribbean, Egypt, Nigeria, India, and South Africa), and Special Issues in 
Pastoral Care of the Family in the Third World (with articles on polygamy, 
youth counselling, and child-spacing). 


The Teaching of Ecumenics, edited by Samuel Amirtham and Cyris H.S. Moon. 


The latest (30 November) Actiongramme from the WCC Programme to Combat 
Racism (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) highlights "children, repression, and the 
law in South Africa". Also available from WCC/PCR is its Southern Africa 
News Update for November. 


Posters marking the World Day of Prayer for a Free Namibia (next 4 May) 
and the Ecumenical Decade of Churches in Solidarity with Women (beginning 
next Easter) are available from the WCC Programme to Combat Racism and the WCC 
Sub-Unit on Women respectively, both at Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


An interview with Daniel Tjongarero, active with Swapo and with the Council 


of Churches in Namibia, is available from the World YWCA, 37 Quai Wilson, 
CH-1201 Geneva. 


A 1988 WCC Calendar of Meetings is available on request from EPS. 


The 1987 EPS index is to be mailed early next year. If you received a copy 
of the 1986 index, you will be sent a copy of the new one. If you have not 
been receiving the index, you can be added to the mailing list by informing 
Désirée De Rycke, EPS, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


Spiritual Formation in Theological Education: An Invitation to Participate 
encourages those in theological education to participate in an “ecumenical 


world-wide study process" on the subject. A copy is available from WCC/PTE, 
Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


An overview of the work of the WCC field offices for refugees in Rome and 
Athens prepared by Elizabeth Ferris, WCC study and interpretation secretary 
for refugee work is available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


A brochure describing services available from its Ecumenical Travel Office 


re available from the Middle East Council of Churches, Box 4259, Limassol, 
yprus. 


EPS appears 45 times a year. This issue was printed 8 December. The next 
is scheduled for 15 December. The next EPS deadlines (8h00 GMT) are 14 
December, 16 December, 19 January, 10 February, 16 February, 22 February, and 


Subsequent Mondays. On request, EPS will send headlines by telex or 
telefax. Then you can ask (and pay) for full texts. 


ECUMENICAL CONSULTATION CONSIDERS Ecumenical Press 
SPIRITUALITY IN INTERFAITH DIALOGUE Service 87.12.28 


[This item is based on reporting by T.K. Thomas, WCC publications editor.] 


KYOTO (Japan) - An ecumenical consultation on "spirituality in interfaith 
dialogue", sponsored (here, 1-5 December) by the World Council of Churches, 
included several veterans of dialogue and spiritual encounter with people of 
other faiths (including one who invariably referred to herself as a Hindu 
Catholic). 


At the meeting, participants explored what dialogue with and sharing in the 
spiritualities of other traditions have meant to them personally, and tried to 
see if and how what they have received from such dialogue could contribute to 
the lives of other Christians - individuals or congregations - who have not 
had such experiences. Some participants have also been involved in struggles 
of the poor, and in movements of development and liberation. They linked, at 
times richly and movingly, their spirituality and social involvement. 


Among questions which came to the fore here were: What individual spiritual 
journeys have led Christians into the spiritual life of other religious 
traditions? What problems have they’ encountered? What insights and 
perspectives have they gained? What have they rediscovered in their own 
tradition? Why are many in the church hesitant or cautious about sharing the 
spiritualities of others? How can such caution or hesitancy be overcome? 
What are the theological and pastoral issues involved? Can these individual 
journeys be transferred for the spiritual formation of others? 


Participants affirmed a plurality of spiritualities, and said that where such 
plurality is evident in a congregaton's life, it needs to be cherished and 
encouraged. They urged meaningful exposures to other spiritualities. [EPS] 


CANADIAN UKRAINIANS CRITICIZE Ecumenical Press 
RUSSIANS ON 1000TH ANNIVERSARY Service 87.12.29 
WINNIPEG - In a joint declaration, Metropolitan Maxim of the Ukrainian 


Catholic Church in Canada and Metropolitan Wasyly of the Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church in Canada have criticized what they say is the insistence by the 
Russian Orthodox Church that it is the "direct and only heir of the Christian 
church that existed" at the time, and in the wake of the baptism of Prince 
Viadimir of Kiev in 988. 


That event is being marked next year as the 1000th anniversary of Christianity 
in a large part of what is now the Soviet Union. Wasyly and Maxim say that 
the Russian Orthodox view of the millennium is "being disseminated with the 
financial aid of the atheistic Soviet government", even though "the propaganda 
of the Russian Orthodox church is not in accordance with historic truth, and 
is spreading false information in the western world concerning the ancient 
history of Kievan Rus', which is present-day Ukraine." 


The two metropolitans say that "by making such claims, the Russian Orthodox 
Church helps Russia and the USSR in further misappropriating the history of 
the Ukrainian nation and of the Ukrainian churches, together with their 
culture and all their spiritual and artistic achievements." 


The Ukrainian Catholic Church is part of the Roman Catholic Church. The 
autocephaly (independence) of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church is not generally 
officially recognized in the Eastern Orthodox world. [EPS] 


ECUMENICAL TEAM WARNS Ecumenical Press 
ON SITUATION IN HAITI Service 87.12.30 


[Related items in this issue: EPS 87.12.55,57.] 


PORT-AU-PRINCE - An international, ecumenical delegation in Haiti to observe 
the aborted elections there last month has called on “the international 
community, religious bodies world-wide, and in particular the people of 
Haiti's Caribbean neighbours, to give full support to the Haitian people in 
their efforts to bring about democratic and fundamental social change in their 
country." 


The team visited the country under the auspices of the Caribbean Conference of 
Churches. It was led by Kelvin Felix, a former CCC co-president who is the 
Roman Catholic archbishop of Castries in St Lucia. Also represented on the 
team were the World, Latin American, [US] National, and British Councils of 
Churches, the United Church of Canada, and various non-governmental 
organizations from the Caribbean and the FRG (West Germany). 


The observers said that in days leading up to the elections, they "witnessed 
the tireless efforts by the Provisional Electoral Council and the Haitian 
people to prepare and conduct free and fair elections in keeping with the new 
Haitian constitution." 


Moreover, they said, as voting began (29 November), they "witnessed the 
determination, enthusiasm, and perseverance of thousands of Haitians across 
the country as they formed long lines to exercise their right to vote." 


But "we were also witnesses to the brutal unprovoked attacks on voters by 
armed gangs who shot, killed, and mutilated dozens of men, women and children, 
with no restraint from, and often in appearent direct collusion with, the 
offical security forces. 


"Those who might record these acts of terror, especially the local and 


international press, were singled out particularly for murderous attacks", 
they added. 


The group referred to "myriad reprehensible acts carried out by small, but 
unchecked armed para-military groups", including "the desecration of churches 
which offered polling station facilities", as well as "the wanton destruction 


and burning of polling stations" and the "destruction of transmitters at 
several popular radio stations", 


The ecumenical observers said the failure of Haiti's National Governing 
Council to "provide minimal security for voters in polling stations in several 


key areas of the country ... directly contributed to the unchecked violence on 
election day, and the aborting of the elections." 


They called for the "weight of international public opinion" to be “added to 
that of the Haitin people in condemnation of the criminatial activites" on 
election day, "the bringing of those responsible to justice, and _ the 
pressuring of the Haitian government to return the country to the path of 
democratic change. ... We call on believers to join us in our prayers that the 


people of Haiti may yet achieve the goal of bread and justice for all in 
peace," 


WCC members of the ecumenical team were Jacques Maury, retired president of 
the Protestant Federation of France; Rudolph Renfer, president of Swiss 


Interchurch Aid; and Gioele Fuligno, an Italian Baptist pastor who is a member 
of the WCC Central Committee. [EPS] 


ANONYMOUS AUTHOR CRITICIZES Ecumenical Press 
RUNCIE, WARNS OF UNITY CRISIS Service 87.12.31 


LONDON (Robert Nowell) - A stern warning about growing disunity in the 
Anglican Communion came this month from the anonymous author of the preface to 
the new edition of Crockford's Clerical Directory, the list of Anglican clergy 
in Britain and Ireland. 


The preface is written by a leading Anglican whose identity remains a 
closely-guarded secret. Touching on the question of authority in Anglicanism, 
the author says "repeated attempts to define an answer are a measure of the 
uncertainty which existed and still exists." 


The likelihood of the eventual ordination of a woman as bishop, probably first 
by US Anglicans, has made the question even more urgent, the author thinks, 
because women as bishops would "bring to the surface the divisions which are 
always latent in Anglicanism and call in question the one institution which 
hitherto all have been able to acknowledge." 


The preface says the weakening of the distinctive character of Anglicanism is 
beginning to affect Anglican coherence. Talk of Anglican "provinces" gives 
the "false impression" of a single church. "The real fact is that there is a 
loose association of independent national churches with some weak consultative 
bodies which attempt to ensure agreement in faith and order and advise on 
common action", the preface says. 


In its author's view, if there is to be a central body with a clear 
responsibility for Anglican coherence, it will have to be a reconstituted 
Anglican Consultative Council, set up in 1968 to provide co-ordination between 
Lambeth Conferences, the once-a-decade world meetings of Anglican bishops. 


"It seems probable that there will have to be some self-denying ordinance by 
which the provinces agree that certain matters shall not be decided locally 
but only after a common mind has been established among the churches", says 
the preface. "Finding a constitution for a new kind of council will not be 
easy, but it is perhaps not too much to say that the future of Anglicanism in 
the world Christian community depends on its being achieved." 


The preface is scathingly critical of the leadership of Archbishop of 
Canterbury Robert Runcie. His "intelligence, personal warmth and formidable 
capacity for hard work" are noted, but he is accused of being "peculiarly 
vulnerable to pressure groups", and of taking the line of least resistance on 
controversial issues. "His clear preference", says the preface, "is for men 
of liberal disposition with a moderately Catholic style which is not taken to 
the point of having firm principles .... Runcie and his closest associates 
are men who have nothing to prevent them following what they think is the wish 
of the majority of the moment." The preface calls it "unacceptable" that so 
many new bishops in the Church of England are his "protégés ... and reflect 
his own ecclesiastical outlook." 


A spokesperson for Runcie said the archbishop "would not respond to anonymous 
criticism." However, John Taylor, bishop of the Church of England diocese of 
St Albans, called it a "cowardly and disgraceful attack by a writer who has 
abused the privilege of anonymity which was accorded to him." 


And Basil Cardinal Hume, the Roman Catholic archbishop of Westminster 
(London), said the anonymous commentator "appears to ignore the brave and 
imaginative leadership Archbishop Runcie has shown, not only in facing the 
pastoral problems of urban decline, but also in advancing the vital cause of 
Christian unity." [EPS] 


CHAPLAINS, ACTIVISTS MEET Ecumenical Press 
ON MILITARY MINISTRY ISSUES Service 87.12.32 


[This item is based on material from the American Lutheran Church.] 


CAMBRIDGE (Minnesota/USA) - About 20 reserve and retired Lutheran military 
chaplains and members of the Lutheran Peace Fellowship went on retreat 
together (here, 19-21 November) to discuss common peace concerns, and to work 
out ways to strengthen the role and witness of chaplains in a military setting. 


Though the entire group saw possibilities for a fuller and more effective 
ministry to the military, there were differing views about how to achieve 
that. And there was far from consensus on an LPF proposal for a civilian 
ministry to the military, rather than the current system in which chaplains 
are also military officers. 


The group did agree on eight proposals to the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America. According to LPF Co-ordinatior Tom Witt, they “affirm the role of 
military pastors, while enhancing and supporting their role as representatives 
of the church." 


Norman Folkers, a former air force chaplain, said he was “amazed" that 
"Lutheran peace activists and pastors to the military share so many 


concerns." Barbara Raschke, a denominational associate for peace education, 
said, “it became more clear" that "chaplains also are committed to working for 
++. peace." A. Gordon Johnson, a retired air force chaplain, said “people 


with very different ideas about peace" realized they are “not separated by 
anything but ... fears". Daniel Erlander, campus pastor and lecturer on peace 
concerns, said the meeting helped him "see chaplains to the military as 
partners" and as “brothers and sisters in a vision for peace on earth". [EPS] 


Canada: United Church officials urge study of free trade EPS 87.12.33 
TORONTO - Any free-trade agreement between Canada and the United States should 
be carefully studied, according to letters to Pat Carney, Canada's 
international trade minister, from two officials of the United Church of 
Canada — Moderator Anne Squire and General Secretary Howard Mills. Mills said 
the United Church will announce its position on the controversial recent 
agreement after further study "in the light of our values, our policy, and our 
continuing concerns". Carney has been critical of past United Church comments 
on this and other social and political issues. [EPS] 


Ghana/South Korea: Presbyterians approve co-operation EPS 87.12.34 
ACCRA/SEOUL - The Evangelical Presbyterian Church of Ghana and the 


Presbyterian Church of [South] Korea have approved co-operation in education 
and agricultural mission, and other areas as needed. The agreement was signed 
by the denomination's moderators, Hyung Tae Kim and N.K. Zdobo, PCK General 
Secretary Ke Myung Chu, and EPC Inter-Church Relations Secretary S.K. 
Asamoah,. Among other things, the agreement calls for an exchange of 
information and a series of visits and consultations. [EPS] 


Lutheran-Reformed dialogue projects four-part report EPS 87.12.35 

DOORN (Netherlands) ah four-part report from the international 
Lutheran-Reformed dialogue is projected for completion at the group's final 
session next November, probably in Budapest. Following its third session 
(here, 28 November-2 December), the outline of the report's four sections was 
announced: common theological affirmation, description of regional/local 
Lutheran-Reformed relations and agreements, discussion of unity in diversity, 


and recommendations to the sponsoring bodies (World Alliance of Reformed 
Churches and Lutheran World Federation). [EPS] 


USA: bishop resigns after council rejects his appointments EPS 87.12.36 
CHICAGO — John Tietjen resigned (23 November) as bishop of the Metropolitan 
Chicago Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America after the synod 
council rejected one of three people he proposed as personal assistants. In 
October, according to Tietjen, the council rejected the three names he 
proposed then. {Some council members say they did not reject the names in 
October, but did raise questions about some of those proposed.) Tietjen said 
that "because the synod council represents the people of the synod, I have 
concluded that it is not possible for me to be the bishop of the synod", in 
light of the council's rejection of his nominees. A. Craig Settlage, the 
pastor who is the synod's secretary, called the resignation the outcome of an 
“impasse between a strong bishop and a strong synod council". [EPS] 


FRG: Evangelical synod tackles variety of issues EPS 87.12.37 
BERLIN (WEST) - Meeting here last month, 120 delegates from the 18 United, 
Reformed, and Lutheran regional churches in the FRG (West Germany) and Berlin 
(West) which form the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD) considered such 
issues as bioethics, South Africa, unemployment, foreigners, and the Aids 
virus. The synod called genetic manipulation and surrogate motherhood 
contrary to Christian ethics, advised against "test-tube-baby" procedures, and 
compulsory genetic analysis of parents-to-be. After a presentation by South 
African Council of Churches General Secretary Frank Chikane, and a _ long 
debate, the synod voted to ask the EKD council to continue contacts with banks 
in an effort to prevent new investments in South Africa. The synod also 
warned against "marginalization, exclusion, and defamation" of those with 
Aids. It also expressed concern about a deterioration in the situation of 
foreigners living in the FRG. [EPS] 


Hungary: military service for theology students reduced EPS 87.12.38 
BUDAPEST - The length of compulsory military service for theology students has 
been reduced to 12 months from 18, making it comparable to that for other 
university students. [EPS] 


India: scheduled caste Christians not included in revised list EPS 87.12.39 
NEW DELHI - A delegation from the Catholic Bishops' Conference of India met 
three government ministers last month to urge them to include Christians of 
"scheduled caste" origin on a revised list of those to receive special 
consideration because of current and past discrimination. Only "scheduled 
caste" Hindus and Sikhs are on the list, on grounds that discrimination 
against such people does not continue once they become Christians. Some 
church people think that policy is a dis-incentive to people to become 
Christians. [EPS] 


West Africa: Anglicans allow diocesan option on priesting women EPS 87.12.40 
ACCRA - The synod of the [Anglican] Church of the Province of West Africa has 
voted that each of its dioceses is free to make its own decisions about 
whether or not to ordain women as priests. [EPS] 


Conference on ‘religious identity in a multireligious society' EPS 87.12.41 
NEW DELHI - About 30 people (Muslim, Hindu, Sikh, Christian, Jain, Buddhist, 
Zoroastrian) met here (22-27 November) under the sponsorship of the World 
Council of Churches to discuss "religious identity in a multi-religious 
society". Most were from India, but others came from Malaysia, Sri Lanka, 
Bangladesh, Thailand, the United Kingdom, the United States, and the West 
Indies. According to a report from the group, community building and 
education for living in multi-religious societies, and religious identity in 
increasingly secular societies, were "the focus of deliberation and 
discussion". Participants also "analysed the role of religion in ... conflict 
situations" where it is often used politically. [EPS] 


Nicaragua: church station authorized to broadcast news EPS 87.12.42 
MANAGUA - The Nicaraguan government has authoritized Catholic Radio, the 
station of the Roman Catholic archdiocese here, to broadcast three news 
bulletins each day. The government closed the station in January 1986 after 
it refused to transmit the president's New Year message. It was allowed to 
reopen earlier this year. [EPS] 


Migreurope launched EPS 87.12.43 
BRUSSELS - Migreurope, a coalition of groups concerned about migration and 
asylum issues in Europe has been formed here. Among members are the Churches' 
Committee on Migrants in Europe and the [Roman Catholic] Episcopal Commission 
on Migration. The group's first assembly is set for next June. [EPS] 


Mozambique: ecumenical leader asks for prayers after massacre EPS 87.12.44 
MAPUTO —- In a message to "partners", General Secretary Filipe Sique Banze of 
the Christian Council of Mozambique reports "once again", a massacre in his 
country, this time (28 November) destroying about three buses and 32 vehicles 
with relief goods, with the murder of 63 people and injury of 78, according to 
official sources. Referring to "this barbaric act ... by armed bandits and 
surrogates" (and reference to anti-government forces), Banze asked the World 
Council of Churches to inform CCM partners "and to ask them to pray for the 
people of Mozambique." CCM includes Anglican, Baptist, Disciples, Nazarene, 
Methodist, and Reformed membership. [EPS] 


Europe: ecumenical leaders pray for summit's success EPS 87.12.45 
GENEVA - In a statement on the eve of the US-USSR summit meeting in 
Washington, leaders of the Conference of European Churches - Chairman Alexy, 


Eastern Orthodox metropolitan of Leningrad and Novgorod; Vice-Chairman John 
Arnold, Anglican dean of Rochester (England); and General Secretary Jean 
Fischer - describe the agreement between the two superpowers to destroy 
medium-range nuclear missiles as a "first step towards the reduction of the 
dreadful arsenals which threaten our world. We hope that this dynamic of 
disarmament will develop further ..... We believe that this argreement is a 
real sign of the confidence which can and must be established among the 
nations. We pray for the success of the [summit] meeting ...." [EPS] 


Europe: conference considers secularisation and mission EPS 87.12.46 

NEUCHATEL (Switzerland) - The first of a series of Study consultations on "the 
mission of the churches in a_ secularised Europe" attracted about 50 
representatives (here, 16-20 November) from members of the Conference of 


European Churches in 18 countries. The second consultation is set for next 
2-6 May, in Sweden. [EPS] 


Beatification of Reformation-era martyrs: reconciliation urged EPS 87.12.47 
LONDON - Last month, the pope beatified (formally gave the status of "blessed" 
to) 85 Roman Catholics put to death in England and Wales in the 16th and 17th 
centuries for having clung to their religious convictions against the 
prevailing views. Commenting on the event, the official dialogue committee 
between the [Anglican] Church of England and the Roman Catholic Church in 
England asked: “Is this a place where our churches need publicly and 
explicitly to ask pardon of one another, and of God, before we can proceed 
further on the way which leads to reconciliation and the restoration of 
communion? Should not our churches place before God the great wrongs 
inflicted on one another during these [religious] conflicts, and together ask 
God's forgiveness for all that was against his will in what was done then? ... 
There are few things", it said, "which have done so much to make the Christian 
faith incredible as the way in which Christians treated one another at this 
time." [Anglican] Archbishop of Canterbury Robert Runcie was represented at 
the ceremony in Rome by Birmingham Bishop Mark Santer, co-chair of the Second 
Anglican/Roman Catholic International Commission. [EPS] 


British Methodists: evangelicals launch homosexuality debate EPS 87.12.48 
LONDON - The weekly Methodist Recorder reports “evangelicals within [British] 


Methodism intend to initiate a debate throughout the church ... on 
homosexuality, and the whole question of disciplining of practising homosexual 
ministers." The subject is expected to come up at next year's British 


Methodist Conference. (It was a notable agenda item at last month's English 
Anglican General Synod [EPS 87.11.84].) [EPS] 


Salvation Army general challenges UK tv ban on its film EPS 87.12.49 
LONDON — General Eva Burroughs, head of the Salvation Army world-wide, has 
challenged last month's decision by the UK Independent Broadcasting Authority 
to withdraw permission for broadcast of an Army film, For the Love of God. 
Eric Shegog, head of religious broadcasting for IBA, said the film is 
promotional, with nothing "critical or controversial". He also said that it 
is "seeking to proselytize". He cited a section of the UK Broadcasting Act 
which says "religious services or propaganda relating to matters of a 
religious nature" cannot be broadcast by UK regional, commercial tv companies 
without IBA approval. In a letter to IBA Director-General John Whitney, 
Burrows said the last-minute cancellation caused a "deep ... disappointment". 
She said it shows Army members "describing in a very natural and simple way 
their religious faith. ... At no point in the film does anybody come anywhere 
near to urging that the viewers should either join the Army or even make a 
personal commitment to Christ." [EPS] 


US$ 3.35 million appeal for drought, displaced in Ethiopia EPS 87.12.50 
GENEVA —- The inter-church aid commission (CICARWS) of the World Council of 
Churches has announced an appeal for 3.35 million US dollars to respond to the 
drought and the situation of displaced persons in Ethiopia. The appeal 
announcement from CICARWS director Klaus Poser describes the current situation 
as "very bad". Besides the drought, "poverty and underdevelopment of people 
in the many isolated rural areas leave them completely helpless", Poser 
writes. [EPS] 


USA: crayons for the millennium by the ecumenical council EPS 87.12.51 
NEW YORK -— The 32-denomination [US] National Council of Churches is proposing 
a "crayon brigade", by which Christian children would make "birthday cards for 
their brothers and sisters in Christ" in the Soviet Union, in connection with 
next year's celebration of the 1000th anniversary of the baptism of Prince 
Vladimir of Kiev, the formal beginning of Christianity in parts of what is now 
the Soviet Union. "We would like to make this a hands-across—America peace 
effort", says. the NCC announcment. "Also, it is a chance for American 
Christians to unify. Children are frightened of the bomb. If we can see our 
mutual Christianity, it would be helpful." The cards are to be delivered by 
NCC representatives visiting the Soviet Union next year. [EPS] 


Paraguay: ecumenical official reported detained EPS 87.12.52 
GENEVA — The SOS Torture organization reports that Eduardo Morales, a lawyer 
and member of the Committee of Churches of Paraguay, was arrested early last 
month and charged with subversion. [EPS] 


Asia: ecumenical consultation held with migrant workers EPS 87.12.53 
CHIANG MAI (Thailand) - In the wake of an ecumenical consultation in May 1986 
in Cyprus on the situation of Asian migrant workers in the Middle East, the 
Christian Conference of Asia organized a consultation with Asian migrant 
workers (here, 2-7 November). There were three aims of the meeting - to 
facilitate an "Asian-level sharing among migrant workers and support groups, 
with the emphasis on listening to the concerns of migrant workers", to try to 
"establish and strengthen a network among concerned support groups", and to 
consider ways the church in Asia and the Middle East could respond to the 
concerns of migrant workers. [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘Appeal on "People's Christmas" in South Africa’ EPS 87.12.54 


The [staff of the] Programme to Combat Racism [of the World Council of 
Churches] has received the following appeal from the general secretary of the 
South Africa Council of Churches (SACC), Frank Chikane: 


"The people of South Africa are planning a "People's Christmas against the 
state of emergency" campaign to unlock apartheid jails - in particular, 
against the harassment, detention and torture of children. The UDF has 
picked the period between the 10-25 December for this campaign, that is, 
starting from the international human rights day to Christmas day. 


"I hereby wish to appeal to you to request our church partners and solidarity 
groups internationally to be in solidarity with us by organizing and 
participating in programmes geared to highlighting our plight in South Africa 
and to bring pressure to bear on the apartheid regime to abandon apartheid, to 
enable all South Africans to build a new and just society." 


This is not an appeal that we can take lightly. It comes in the wake of the 
international conference on Children, Repression and the Law in Apartheid 
South Africa (24-27 September, Harare [EPS 87.10.06]). There, the evidence 
presented by groups such as the National Medical and Dental Association 
(NAMDA) and the Detainees Parents Support Committee (DPSC), together with the 
testimonies of a number of children who had been detained and tortured, proved 
beyond doubt that children in South Africa suffer under inhumane brutality in 
jail and at the hands of the police and defence force. 


The South Africans who testified at that conference knew very well that upon 
return to South Africa, they faced the very real possibility of detention - in 
some cases, of re-detention; the South African regime paid very close 
attention to the conference. The day before it began, a press release was 
issued by Law and Order Minister Adriaan Vlock discounting the "wild claims of 
mass detentions of children, and their so-called torture and abuse". During 
the course of the conference, Dr Beyers Naudé, former general secretary of the 
South Africa Council of Churches, received a telex from Vlock warning that 
deliberations “would not go unnoticed". 


We cannot let their bold and courageous action be in vain. We urge you to 


Support the struggles of the suffering people of South Africa by taking the 
following action: 


*In your church community, declare the 10-25 December to be a period of 
solidarity with the South African “People's Christmas" campaign, placing 
special emphasis on the children. Ask the worship committees of your parish 


to choose appropriate gospel readings, and organize group discussions after 
services. 


*Hold information events and invite South Africans and anti-apartheid workers 
to speak on the topic of children and detention/torture. Investigate the 
current activities of your local/national anti-apartheid movements, 


particularly concerning sanctions against South Africa, and take part in their 
programmes in a very visible way. 


*Form a prayer action group to focus on praying for detained children and 
their parents, and offer special prayers during services for the children who 
will wake up on Christmas morning in a South African jail cell. 


Thank you in advance for taking this action in response to our common calling 
to labour for justice and peace in the world. [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘WCC Message to the Churches in Haiti' EPS 87.12.55 


This message was sent (2 December) by Emilio Castro, general secretary of the 
World Council of Churches. (Related items in this issue: EPS 87.12.30,57) 


At this time of profound crisis and agony of the Haitian nation, we want to 
assure you and the people of Haiti of our solidarity and prayers. 


We have received reports from our representatives in the International Team of 
Observers, organized by the Caribbean Conference of Churches, whom we sent as 
a visible expression of the ecumenical community's concern and support for you. 


We condemn the violence which turned the very occasion of the election that 
should have begun the transformation to a society of justice and dignity, into 
one of wanton killing and destruction. 


Kindly convey to the families of the victims of the violence our sympathy. 
We pray that God may give comfort and strength to the bereaved. 


We are aware of the anxiety and uncertainty among the people at this time. 
We are also aware of the yearning of the people to bring about fundamental 
changes in the society. We assure them of the continuing support of the 
ecumenical community in their efforts for the realization of their hopes. We 
remain ready to support your faithfulness. 


This assurance we give you at this time of Advent in the Name of the Prince of 
Peace. [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Alan P. F. Sell: 'A Concluding Theological Postscript’ EPS 87.12.56 


Sell has been theology secretary for the World Alliance of Reformed Churches 
since September 1983. From next month, he is professor of Christian thought 
at the University of Calgary (Alberta/Canada). This is the conclusion of his 
final occasional letter, "From the Theological Desk". 


... As I leave the theological desk I would mention a wish, a pressing task, 
and a hope. This wish is that out of mutual interest, and with a view to 
fostering the sense of union within the Reformed family, member churches will 
find ways of learning more about each other's story. 


Some excellent denominational historical journals are published, but the links 
between the heritage of one member church and another - even within the same 
region - are not always explored. We thus tend in the direction of that 
"tunnel vision' which in the end distorts history. 


The urgent need is that we pay serious attention to the question of 
theological method, for within our family differences here have been a potent 
factor (though not the only factor) in prompting those secessions for which we 
are so well known. 


My hope is that the family will reflect upon the question of the uniqueness of 
Christ in an increasingly secularised (western) world, and an increasingly 
pluralistic world. 


What shall we proclaim in this connection? Perhaps the alliance's forthcoming 
General Council [in Seoul in August 1989], the theme of which is, ‘Who Do You 
Say That I Am?' will provide the answer. ... [EPS] 


ECUVIEW/Andreas Papandreou: ‘Toast to the Ecumenical Patriarch" EPS 87.12.57 


Papandreou is the prime minister of Greece. This is excerpted from his toast 
at a lunch in honour of Ecumenical Patriarch Dimitrios, during the patriarch's 
visit to Greece last month. His words were taken as a clear sign that the 
recent church-state crisis in Greece [EPS 87.03.93; 04.05,45; 05.04; 06.31; 
09.43; 11.79] is over. 


... The feelings of honour and respect with which we welcome the leader of 
Orthodoxy are spontaneous and self-evident, as a government of the only state 
with an “official religion" ... that of the "Eastern Orthodox Church of 
Christ", pursuant to the Greek constitution. We also welcome your holiness to 
the state which is the vigilant repository and faithful guardian of perhaps 
the most sacred heirlooms of Orthodoxy, as well as many patriarchal 
foundations, monasteries, and places of worship .... 


With the radiance of your personality and your work, and the world-wide appeal 
of your patriarchal message, you have achieved the miracle: the more the 
patriarchate is lacking means, the more it becomes great in ecumenical 
prestige, the more it learns to live with its endemic austerity, the more it 
increases in global radiance, the more it confronts difficulties in its daily 
operation from within and from without, the more it earns international esteem 
and respect. One would say that this austerity, privation, and humility 
constitute the principal mystical element of the endurance and the ethical 
Strength of the ecumenical see throughout time. 


The people and government show their devotion as well to everything the 
patriarchate recalls to the collective national memory, as the Greek president 
so eloquently stressed two days ago. The Greeks will never forget the 
contribution of Orthodoxy to the nation throughout the course of history but 
also globally: the Orthodox church does not cease to be a binding link ... 
for nine million Greeks and five million Greeks abroad .... 


The Greek political leadership, the Greek governments past and present, have 
always been fully aware of the position the Orthodox church occupies in the 
sentiments and consciousness of the Greeks, and also know how they perceive it 
and what Greeks expect from the church. Perhaps differences of assessment 
between the church and state or disagreements on issues concerning 
administrative and managerial competencies arise at times - differences which 
have been faced, on the other hand, more intensely by other countries in their 
administrative relations with the local church. 


In Greece, however, never at any time was there a lack of mutual respect 
between the two institutions, state and church, which coexisted and worked 
together in the advancement and prosperity of the nation, and whoever happens 
to believe the opposite is, in the end, proved wrong by the course of events, 
for, in the end, agreement predominates and a spirit of understanding between 
church and state prevails always with the support and sound advice of the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate's work. ... The unalterable prestige and brilliance of 


the ecumenical see was displayed characteristically during your trips this 
year ... which we followed with pride, 


We consider the patriarchate a unifying institution and an element of 
rapprochement between the Turkish and Greek peoples. I wish to believe, and 
there have been some indications, that the Turkish political leadership also 
recognises in our days the importance of the Ecumenical Patriarchste vo 6 4 
With the conviction that you will grant us the joy of your presence next year, 
with my wishes for the long life and undiminished glow of your patriarchal 


task, and in the hope of success in your forthcoming visits, I raise my glass 
to your personal health .... [EPS] 


ECUVIEW: “The Church in Haiti" EPS 87.12.58 


This is excerpted from the report of a World Council of Churches delegation 
which visited Haiti in Feburary 1986 [EPS 86.02.77; 03.20] shortly after the 
overthrow of the Duvalier government. Related items appear in this issue as 
Era. 67 .32030,0577 2 


The Haitian people prides itself on being the second-oldest (after the United 
States of America) independent nation in the American hemisphere. Lt? ts" a 
distinction earned through a three-century struggle of a slave population 
against the colonial interests of France, England, and Spain. 


The site of the first European landing in the New World (1492), Haiti then was 
inhabited by the Taino Arawak people, estimated to have numbered well over 
half-a-million. Enslaved by the Spanish to work their gold mines, the Arawaks 
were decimated and within fifty years were practically extinct. The French 
gained control of the western part of the island ..., which later became known 
as Haiti, and brought in the first of the several million African slaves. 


In one of the worst historical examples of brutal exploitation (the slave 
population is estimated to have been replaced every 20 years, so high was its 
death rate under duress), the colony became the most lucrative in the 
hemisphere, outproducing all of the combined English Caribbean and North 
American colonies in the export of sugar and other crops. It was made 
possible only through a rigid authoritarian military system and the extensive 
corruption of military and political figures. ... 


The presence and actions of the churches must be seen in a context of profound 
religious sentiment and popular expression among the Haitians. ... "The signs 
[of this] are everywhere: slogans that decorate buses and other vehicles of 
transportation, the number of churches and chapels, finally the existence of 
the voodoo religion, references to God in popular language, religion closely 
linked to daily life and Haitian culture." 


Many persons told the delegation that in fact Francois Duvalier successfully 
exploited the revered signs and symbols of voodoo among the majority black and 
poor population to come to power in 1957. Then, the Christian churches had 
little or no significant role - while it was pointed out repeatedly that the 
influence of the church among the population grew and was greatly strengthened 
in the popular rejection and banishment of the Duvalier clan from Haiti this 
year [i.e., 1986]. In popular belief, duvalierism became identified with 
macoutisme, or the satanic influence which made the Haitians suffer. 


The Roman Catholic church is the largest and clearly most important church in 
Haiti, at least statistically speaking .... Its part in articulating and 
channelling the people's calls for justice and political change in recent 
years and months is recognized to be of great importance, especially in the 
light of the Roman Catholic church's traditional support - in the 1960s and 
1970s -— of the Duvalier regime. ... 


While it was reported to the delegation that the words of Pope John Paul II 
during his 1983 visit to Haiti ("Things must change in this country") fell on 
receptive ears and seemed to have freed the Roman Catholic church to act more 
boldly, clearly the urgent pressure from its own ... base communities and 
determined faithful forced a more critical posture .... 


The actual first call to oppose the regime from within the Catholic church 
came from the National Conference of Religious .... The bishops followed soon 
after. The Roman Catholic church is also engaged at present in attempts to 
launch a literacy campaign. [over] 


haiti/2 


One third of the population, or two million people in Haiti, are said to be 
Protestant. During the Duvalier period, the regime encouraged _ the 
proliferation of a multitude of Protestant sects in order to weaken the power 
of the Roman Catholic church. These sects, mostly (90 percent) financed by 
US sources and maintained by short or longer termed missionaries, constitute a 
major problem in ecumenical relations. 


More than 280 such small independent denominations (little more than a 
preaching point or place of worship) have in effect served to weaken and 
divide the Haitian people, creating confusion and a tragic counter-witness to 
the gospel. It was evident that this phenomenon constitutes a source of 
great concern to the Catholic hierarchy as well as being deplored by the 
historical Protestant churches. 


Ecumenical co-operation does exist, but timidly, among these churches. ‘ae 
became important for the delegation to meet with and encourage the leadership 
and representatives of those churches it visited. They carry out remarkable 
services and ministries among the Haitian peoples, especially in the fields of 
education (where the number and quality of primary and secondary schools are 
outstanding), relief and development. 


Precisely in the area of education, the Methodist church ... is engaged, with 
others, in laying the bases for an effective and critical literacy programme 
nation-wide. Its human resources enjoy outstanding training and experience. 
On 19 January [1986] in the context of the Week of Prayer for Unity, a 
Methodist layman educator, Rosny Desroches, preached at the Port-au-Prince 
Roman Catholic cathedral on the importance of lifting the darkness and despair 
from the eyes of the Haitians - through evangelization, education and 
information (with the systematic use of Créole as the authentic vehicle of 
identity and expression). Little did worshippers suspect that he was to 
become the minister of education in the cabinet of the new government soon 
after the flight of Jean-Claude Duvalier. 


Similarly the Baptist church, with a reported membership of over 100,000 
faithful concentrated mostly, but not exclusively, in the northern part of the 
country, struggles to maintain a theological seminary designed to train 
pastors for churches and schools all over Haiti. The leadership is evidently 
open to co-operation with other denominations and churches nationally and 
world-wide, but the actual and potential significance of this church as an 


instrument of ecumenical work and service seemed, to the delegation, to be 
under-appreciated in Haiti. 


The main Protestant churches have indeed initiated ecumenical efforts before - 
take for example the "Groupe Oecuménique de Recherche" — but it is felt that 
the present opportunities must be seized with courage to break out of 


denominational isolationism in order to serve the Haitian people together more 
effectively. 


The moment is not one of triumphalism. Those who feel that the churches have 
been caught up in the popular movement for change are certainly right to a 
great degree. Nonetheless, it is true that a certain number of pastor and 


lay people have taken positions on an individual basis, both courageous and 
prophetic in their timing. 


It would seem that the churches should avoid blind adherence to the new regime 
and its new doctrine of "reconciliation" if that should imply ... diminishing 
in any way the vigorous application of justice to those responsible for the 
notorious crimes committed by the previous regime. [EPS] 
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SHOPTALK (54/44) 


The report on the WCC material aid meeting last August in Nairobi [EPS 
87.08.113] is available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


A report on an agricultural training seminar in November in Uttar Pradesh in 
India under Methodist auspices is available from EPS. Pictures related to 
the event are available from G.S. Hill, project officer, BGVSS, Methodist 
Mission, Rasra, Ballia UP INDIA. 


Posters marking the World Day of Prayer for a Free Namibia (next 4 May) 
and the Ecumenical Decade of Churches in Solidarity with Women (beginning 
next Easter) are available from the WCC Programme to Combat Racism and the WCC 
Sub-Unit on Women respectively, both at Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


An interview with Daniel Tjongarero, active with Swapo and with the Council 
of Churches in Namibia, is available from the World YWCA, 37 Quai Wilson, 
CH-1201 Geneva. 


A 1988 WCC Calendar of Meetings is available on request from EPS. 


The 1987 EPS index is to be mailed early next year. If you received a copy 
of the 1986 index, you will be sent a copy of the new one. If you have not 
been receiving the index, you can be added to the mailing list by informing 
Désirée De Rycke, EPS, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


The Reformed Ecumenical Synod advises that its new address is 2071 Eastern 
Ave SE (201), Grand Rapids MI 49507-3234 USA. 


EPS appears 45 times a year. This issue was printed 15 December. The next 
is scheduled for 5 January. 


The next EPS deadlines (8h00 GMT) are 19 January, 10 February, 16 February, 
22 February, and subsequent Mondays. 


On request, EPS will send headlines by telex or telefax. You can then ask 
(and pay) for full texts. 


EPS annual subscription rates (including airmail) are 69.50 Swiss francs, 
42.50 US dollars, 26.50 UK pounds, 52.50 Australian dollars, 65 New Zealand 
dollars, 95 Dutch guilders, 85 FRG marks, 250 French francs, 250 Swedish 
kronor, 175 Indian rupees, or 49.50 Canadian dollars. 


+++ + +O) +5) 400 ee fee’ sere ee. 


Désirée De Rycke, administrative assistant for EPS, and I, join colleagues at 
the Ecumenical Centre to wish all EPS readers Christmas joy and hope in 1988. 


FORGES 


(Deacon) Tom Dorris, Editor 


ORIENTAL AND EASTERN ORTHODOX Ecumenical Press 
LEADERS: WE SHARE SAME FAITH Service 87.12.59 


ANBA BISHOY MONASTERY (Egypt) - Four Eastern and Oriental Orthodox leaders 
with headquarters in the Middle East say their two Orthodox families 
'"fundamentally and essentially ... have preserved the same faith in our Lord 
Jesus Christ in spite of diverse formulations and resulting controversies." 


In their "common statement" [EPS 87.12.110] after their meeting (here, 16-19 
November), they urged that official dialogue between the two families be 
pursued "in the healthy process of clarifying and enhancing our commonness in 
faith, and dispelling the misapprehensions of the past, thus preparing the way 
towards the full recovery of our communion." 


Here for the meeting were Coptic [Egyptian Oriental] Orthodox Pope Shenouda 
III, Greek [Eastern] Orthodox Patriarch Parthenios III of Alexandria and All 
Africa, Armenian Apostolic [Oriental Orthodox] Catholicos Karekin II of 
Cilicia (based in Lebanon), and Greek [Eastern] Orthodox Patriarch Ignatius IV 
of Antioch and All the East (based in Syria). 


The four say they "reflected on our common task in the present-day situation 
of the Middle East," and rejoiced by "realizing how much we have advanced in 
our rediscovery [of the "deeply-rooted, inner unity of faith existing among 
our two families of churches"], and in the growing consciousness among our 
people of that inner unity of faith in the Incarnate Lord." 


Recalling theological meetings in Balamand (Lebanon, 1972) and Pendelli 
(Greece, 1978), the four judge that such "attempts by theologians of both 
families aimed at overcoming ... misunderstandings inherited from the past 
centuries of alienation towards one another have happily reached the same 
conclusion - that fundamentally and essentially we on both sides have 
preserved the same faith in our Lord Jesus Christ in spite of diverse 
formuations and resulting controversies." 


Together they "affirm our togetherness in the true understanding of the person 
of Christ who being God of God, the only begotten Son of the Father, became 
tuly man, fully assumed our human nature without loosing of diminishing or 
changing his divine nature. Being perfect God, he became perfect man without 
confusion, without separation." 


Oriental Orthodoxy and the bulk of the rest of Christianity became separated 
in the wake of the Fourth Ecumenical Council (Chalcedon, 451), which defined 
dogma about the human and divine natures of Jesus Christ. 


The leaders urge their followers to "continue to deepen their consciousness of 
the deep communiality of faith, and to relate to one another as brothers and 
sisters who share the same gospel, the same faith, and the same commission 
entrusted to them by their common Lord. 


"Thanks be to God," they say, "that ancient controversies and rivalries have 
given way to a new era of sincere and open dialogue and communal brotherhood." 


They also offer a prayer that "these most difficult and crucial times in the 
Middle East may stimulate all of us to see more coelarly the demand and the 
command of our Lord Jesus Christ so that we may be one according to His will 
ess and prayer," 


Earlier this year, Pope Shenouda and Archbishop of Canterbury Robert Runcie, 
Anglicanism's leading bishop, issued a "common declaration" that the two 
traditions share an "essentially common faith" [EPS 87.10.105]. [EPS] 


PATRIARCH VISITS CANTERBURY, Ecumenical Press 
POPE; MAKES JOINT DECLARATIONS Service 87.12.60 


ROME/LONDON - Joint declarations have been released following visits of 
Ecumenical Patriarch Dimitrios I to Pope John Paul (4-7 December) and 
Archbishop of Canterbury Robert Runcie (7-10 December). 


Dimitrios and Runcie are the "first among equals" in their respective 
hierarchies - Eastern Orthodox and Anglican. 


The archbishop and the patriarch observe that "in spite of the many obstacles 
to be overcome, notably for the Orthodox the inadmissibility of the ordination 
of women to the priesthood and to the episcopate [which has been authorized or 
taken place in much of Anglicanism]", Eastern Orthodoxy is “unanimous in 
wishing to maintain and develop the dialogue which is at present being carried 
one" 


They declare that "neither of the churches wished in any way to down grade" 
the dialogue between them. Its aim, they said, is "nothing less than that 
visible and sacramental unity which Christ wills for his ... church." 


They also note a pan-Orthodox symposium, projected for mid-1988, to discuss 
"theological questions relating to the ordination of women". It is also to 
prepare a "fuller statement of the theological presuppositions for the 
inability of the Orthodox churches to accept the ordination of women." 


Anglicans are asked to provide "full information on all reports and papers 
relating to both sides of this question at present under discussion in the 
Anglican Communion." 


They report that Runcie "stressed the importance of sharing full and accurate 
information on both sides, so that the question might be discussed and 
resolved within the context of the present dialogue." 


The two leaders say “Anglicans recognize in Orthodoxy great theological 
treasures and richness of spirituality" while "Orthodox value the pastoral 
experience of Anglicans in secularized socieies." 


Besides theological dialogue, they urge "more pastoral visits and exchanges 
between the two churches, ... not ... limited to leaders of the church, but 
--.- also includ[{ing] priests and laypeople, young and old, women and men." 


The patriarch and the pope call their meeting a "sign of the fraternity which 
exists between the Catholic Church and the Orthodox Church." They praise 
results of official Eastern Orthodox-Roman Catholic dialogue begun in 1979. 


They observe that as a result, “each of our churches ... celebrating the same 
Sacraments, perceives better that when unity in the faith is assured, a 
certain diversity of expression (often complementary) and of special usages 
does not obstruct, but rather enriches, the life of the church, and our 
knowledge, still imperfect, of the revealed mystery." 


Dimitrios and John Paul reject "all forms of proselytism" (sheep stealing) and 
"all attitudes which are or would be understood as a lack of respect." They 
Say they wish to share with all who look to each of them for leadership their 
"experience of profound spiritual communion" during their meeting. 


Their statement also calls for joint Roman Catholic-Eastern Orthodox efforts, 
with others of good will, to deal with major social issues. [EPS] 


DIMITRIOS CROWNS HIS Ecumenical Press 
ECUMENICAL PILGRIMAGE Service 87.12.61 


GENEVA — Following an extensive series of trips this year to several Eastern 
Orthodox churches, the pope, and the archbishop of Canterbury [EPS 87.12.60; 
87.11.120; 87.09.30], Ecumenical Patriarch Dimitrios I visited the World 
Council of Churches (here, 10-14 December). 


Landing at the airport in a plane provided by the Greek government, the "first 
among equals" in the Eastern Orthodox hierarchy described his WCC stop as "the 
crown of my pilgrimage." 


Commenting on: the the visit, Chrysostomos of Myra, a metropolitan of the 
patriarchate who is also a WCC vice-moderator, spoke of showing the world what 
Christians can do together for "unity, peace, and solidarity". He also 
underscored Eastern Orthodoxy's commitment to ecumenism. 


While at WCC headquarters, Dimitrios also visited the Lutheran World 
Federation, World Alliance of Reformed Churches, and Conference of European 
Churches, all located with the WCC in the Ecumenical Centre. 


Dimitrios' predecessor, Athenagoras, visited the WCC in 1967 [1967 EPS #39]. 


Following worship in the centre's chapel, Dimitrios and WCC General Secretary 
Emilio Castro formally exchanged greetings (11 December) [EPS 87.12.111,112]. 


Each noted the Orthodox role in the WCC and the ecumenical movement, and 
expressed a wish to see an increase in both the quality and quantity of 
Orthodox participation. 


The patriarch also hoped that the "complete inclusion" of the Roman Catholic 
Church in the WCC "will be speedy". 


At a news conference at the conclusion of the visit, Castro referred to the 
significance of the patriarch's encouragement of Roman Catholic membership. 


He also commended the Eastern Orthodox "model of primacy" exemplified by 
Dimitrios — describing it as without pretension or power. 


In an exchange:of gifts, Dimitrios gave Castro a silver altar cross for the 
Ecumenical Centre chapel. 


The general secretary gave the patriarch a silver plate engraved with an 
outline of the cover page of the 1920 document from the patriarchate proposing 
a "league of churches" (considered a milestone in the formation of the WCC). 


During the visit, there was also an official reception from local civic and 
religious authorities; a working session with Castro and other WCC staff 
members; and Sunday liturgy at which Dimitrios presided at the patriarchate's 
nearby centre,.in Chambésy. 


The Ecumenical Patriarchate and several other Eastern Orthodox churches were 
among the 147 founding members of the WCC at its First Assembly in 1948. Of 
the current 307 WCC members, 16 are Eastern Orthodox. The smaller Oriental 
Orthodox family has six WCC members. 


The patriarchate is based in Istanbul (Turkey). Most of its faithful, 
however, are in parts of Greece (the Dodecanese islands, Crete, and Mount 
Athos), and in diaspora in other parts of Europe, the Americas, and 


Australasia. [EPS] 


CARIBBEAN: ECUMENICAL REPS Ecumenical Press 
WARN ON SITUATION IN HAITI Service 87.12.62 


SOTO (Curagao, Netherlands Antilles) - The officers of the Caribbean 
Conference of Churches have condemned the "gang of thugs and others" who 
"apparently with the complicity of the government forces, effectively aborted 
the birth process of the new Haiti", a reference to the cancelled elections at 


the end November [EPS 87.12.30]. 


Expressing "shock and horror" at the "gruesome and frightful acts of violence 
which accompanied this first attempt at free and fair elections", the officers 
reasserted Haiti as a CCC priority. They urged the United States, Israel, 
"and other arms suppliers to Haiti" to stop it, and said many Caribbean 
states, "by their inaction ... have acted in support of the Haitian status quo 
of terror, violence, repression, underdevelopment, and death." [EPS] 


KENYA: ECUMENICAL Ecumenical Press 
DEVELOPMENTS NOTED Service 87.12.63 


[This roundup of ecumenical developments in Kenya is based on recent reporting 
by Charles Maingi, Joseph Ngala, and Sam Wainaina.] 


NAIROBI - The Kenyan government has de-registered five religious groups, and 
told them to cease operations immediately or face legal action against their 
leaders. The five are the Jehovah's Witnesses, Evangelistic Gospel Church of 
the Holy Morning Star, Kigongona gia Kenya Church, East African Israel Church 
(Ithanga Brance), and African Israel Church (Diocese of Nyanza Province). In 
a commentary, the government-run Voice of Kenya criticized religious groups 
which teach their members not to stand up when the national anthem is played, 
and which decline medical treatment. Last September, the government forbade a 
Morning Star ceremony involving the sacrifice of lambs. 


National Council of Churches of Kenya General Secretary Sam Kobia has 
expressed deep concern about the "systematic looting" of the country's foreign 
currency earnings, and commended Kenyan President Daniel arap Moi for 
ordering action against “economic saboteurs". Kobia pledged NCCK support for 
the government in efforts to identify and punish any "who have used corruption 
to accumulate wealth overnight." He also called for a check on money which 
leaves the country because of the operations of transnational corporations, 
and called for the indigenisation of the economy. 


Timothy Njoya, dropped from the clergy roster of the Presbyterian Church of 
East Africa after he refused to accept a transfer which he said was a 
punishment inspired by government reaction against his sermons’ [EPS 
87.03.120;05.22;09.24], was told he would face legal action if he did not 
surrender a church-owned car and house which were for his use when he was a 
minister at St Andrew's parish, here. 


Kenyan President Daniel arap Moi criticized church leaders and others who 
frustrate the success of government family-planning efforts, though he said 
the government would not legalize abortion, which he equated with murder. 
Speaking at Kenyatta Day ceremonies, honouring the father of Kenyan 
independence, Moi said civil servants who insist on having large families 
might lose their jobs. Kenya's rate of population increase is among the 
highest in the world. Earlier in the year, John Kamau, then NCCK general 
secretary, told an NCCK seminar for women that some preachers contribute to 
the country's population problems by stressing the biblical injunction to be 


“fruitful and multiply" rather than the virtues of family planning in 
contemporary Kenya. [EPS] 


CONSULTATION ‘WALKING Ecumenical Press 
THE SWEET GRASS ROAD' Service 87.12.64 


LAKE SHUSWAP (British Columbia/Canada) - "Walking the Sweet Grass Road" was 
the theme of a North American interfaith dialogue (here, 14-17 November) 
involving about 20 Christians (most of them Native Canadians and American 
Indians) and leaders of Native Spirituality (the 20th-century form of the 
religious traditions of the first inhabitants of North America). 


The meeting was under the auspices of the World and Canadian Councils of 
Churches, with support from the Anglican and United Churches of Canada. 


Commenting on the meeting, Stuart Brown, a programme secretary in the WCC 
Sub-Unit on Dialogue with People of Living Faiths, noted the participants' 
urgent support for requests by representatives of Native Spirituality that it 
be treated like other religions, notably in prisons and schools. 


That would mean, for example, that sweat lodges, which play an important role 
in the practice of Native Spirituality, would be available for prisoners. 


Other issues of concern were the high rates of alcoholism and adolescent 
suicide among North American Native peoples. The possibility of a visit by 
Native Spirituality leaders to the Vatican and the WCC was also discussed. 


The group has no written report of its meeting, considering the medium 
incompatible with the oral tradition of Native Spirituality. However, a 
videotape of interviews with participants is available (from Barbara Anderson, 
communications director of the British Columbia Conference of the United 
Church of Canada, 1955 West 4 Avenue (200), Vancouver V6J 1M7). [EPS] 


PATRIARCH'S MESSAGE ON USSR Ecumenical Press 
ANNIVERSARY PROMPTS CRITICISM Service 87.12.65 


MOSCOW - A message from Patriarch Pimen and the bishops of the Holy Synod of 
the Russian Orthodox Church to mark the 70th anniversary of the Soviet 
revolution has prompted a response of "pain" from two priests and nine other 
members of the church. 


The patriarchal message, according to a description from UK-based Keston 
College, is "remarkable for the servility of its tone and the glowing colours 
in which it depicts church-state relations in the USSR" since the communists 
came to power in November 1917. 


The response says the message has "caused much bewilderment and bitterness 
among believers. It depicts the situation of the church in our country, and 
church-state relations as an ideal symphony, in terms characteristic of the 
Stalin era. This message is a political anachronism from beginning to end. 


"... Is it not strange", the response continues, "that while the chairman of 
the [state] Council for Religious Affairs admits openly that the state has 
been frequently at fault in its dealings with believers, our church leaders 
continue to cover up the tragic truth about the fate of the church in past 
decades. 


The two priests who signed the response are Gleb Yakunin (whose suspension by 
the church was recently lifted [EPS 87.04.61;09.46]) and Nikolai Gainov. 
Among other signers were Alexander Ogorodnikov, Viktor Popkov, and Lev 


Timofeyev. [EPS] 


USA: ECUMENICAL CONCERN Ecumenical Press 
EXPRESSED ON SOVIET JEWS Service 87.12.66 


WASHINGTON (Tracy Early) - For the first time that anyone can recall, the [US] 
National Council of Churches has identified itself with the cause of Soviet 
Jewry in a dramatic and public way. 


Arie Brouwer, NCC general secretary, delivered the message here to an 
estimated 250,000 people at a rally held by the Jewish community (6 December) 
to demand that the cause of their fellow Jews in the USSR get attention at the 
Reagan-Gorbachev summit (7-10 December). 


"We today lift our voices with yours, our Jewish sisters and brothers", 
Brouwer told the rally throng that was predominantly Jewish but included many 
Christian supporters, "in testimony that concern for religious freedom is 
necessarily part of a true and enduring peace". 


"While in the Soviet Union last May, I met with one group of Jewish dissidents 
who, encouraged by glasnost, told me that they were testing the policy by 
trying to establish a new synagogue in Moscow", he said. 


"With them, we give thanks for every sign of hope. With them, we are 
encouraged to call for more such signs, for more freedom to emigrate, for more 
freedom of religious instruction, for freedom of rabbinical education, and for 
more, many more, reopened synagogues." 


Some Roman Catholic prelates, most notably John Cardinal O'Connor, archbishop 

of New York, had previously addressed rallies for Soviet Jews. But a new 
level of official backing came here with an address by Roman Catholic Bishop 
William H. Keeler of Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. He spoke as the delegated 
representative of the president of the National Conference of Catholic Bishops. 


Brouwer went from the rally to the (Anglican) National Cathedral to join other 
US church leaders and a visiting Soviet church delegation led by Metropolitan 
Filaret of Minsk in a vigil for peace, and for success of the summit. 


Some Americans interested in working for peace and better East-West relations 
think public campaigns directed to human rights issues such as Jewish 
emigration in the USSR will likely prove counterproductive, retarding 
improvement in the over-all climate affecting all issues. 


Those who look askance at Israel's behaviour hesitate to work for large scale 
emigration of Soviet Jews to Israel. Active participation by church 
officials in the campaign for Soviet Jewry might also complicate relations 


with Soviet church leaders, who tend to interpret the Jewish situation much as 
their government does. 


But after extensive consultation, Brouwer set those arguments aside. He 
visibly supported Soviet Jewry, and prayed with Soviet church leaders for 
Success of the summit, and did both in the same afternoon in the same city. 


"Many of us hold that freedom of religion is the first freedom", Brouwer said 
at the rally. "History has also taught us that a government's treatment of 
Jews has often demonstrated its most oppressive attitude towards all peoples 
of faith, just as a government's treatment of blacks has often demonstrated 
its most oppressive attitude towards all people of colour." 


"I therefore believe", he said, "that American Christians are duty bound to 


join with American Jews in Support of freedom for Jew 
S everywhere, includin 
in the Soviet Union." [EPS] a nee 


CHRISTIAN PEACE CONFERENCE Ecumenical Press 
REVIVES NORTH AMERICAN WORK Service 87.12.67 


NEW YORK (Tracy Early) - After an interruption dating from the 1968 Soviet 
invasion of Czechoslovakia, the Christian Peace Conference, an international 
agency based in Prague, again has a North American affiliate. 


The North American Christian Peace Conference was organized by 34 people who 
met here at the end of October at the Church Center for the United Nations. 


W. Christoph Schmauch, a native of the GDR (East Germany) who directs an 
international program and study center in Conway, New Hampshire, serves on a 
volunteer basis as a deputy secretary general of the CPC and as convener of 
the new group. Philip Oke, CPC representative to the UN, is secretary. 


Returning to: the Church Center for the UN, the group's steering committee met 
this month for the first time, on the same day US President Ronald Reagan 
welcomed Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev to the White House. 


"I think there is a new day", Schmauch said in an interview. Recent 
"consciousness raising" among North American Christians about’ global 
realities, he said, makes this an auspicious time to begin a new CPC affiliate. 


"Many people feel that now in 1987, moving towards 1988, in the light of 
glasnost and perestroika [Russian words for "openness" and "restructuring"], 
there really is no reason why we should not be directly related to the CPC", 
he said. The other continents all have affiliates, he noted. 


Czech Reformed theologian Josef L. Hromadka led in founding the CPC in 1958 as 
an instrument of Eastern European churches wanting to play a public role 
despite the constraints under communist governments. 


In 1966, a US Committee for the CPC was formed by a small group of individuals 
who said that in the interest of peace and social justice the West should be. 
in dialogue, not confrontation, with the East and with Marxism. 


But after years of preaching co-operation with the Soviet government, Hromadka 
confessed a severe disillusionment when the Soviet troops invaded his 
country. When the CPC refused to protest, he withdrew, and the late Russian 
[Eastern] Orthodox Metropolitan Nikodim assumed leadership. 


Members of the US committee saw political restraints inhibiting CPC, and 
wanted to continue offering moral support to the church in Eastern Europe. 
But they concluded there could be little credibility for a group that often 
criticized the West but never found occasion to fault any Soviet action. 


They decided to move to a looser relationship that would not implicate them in 
CPC policy, and reorganized as Christians Associated for Relations with 
Eastern Europe (CAREE). 


For many of them, the wisdom of that decision has been confirmed by the CPC's 
failure to utter a negative word about Soviet action in Afghanistan. 


Schmauch, Oke, and some other members of the new CPC affiliate have been in 
CAREE and will now work with both groups. 


They are being joined in the North American CPC - and in fact were prompted to 
form it, Schmauch said - by some people new to the movement, particularly a 
Southern California group that got interested during a visit there last July 
by CPC Secretary General Lubomir Mirejovsky. [EPS] 


PHILIPPINES: ECUMENICAL Ecumenical Press 
COUNCIL GETS NEW LEADER Service 87.12.68 


MANILA (Sophie Bodegon) - Feliciano V. Carino is the new general secretary of 
the 10-denomination National Council of Churches of the Philippines (NCCP). 


Elected by the NCCP General Council (which meets every two years), Carino, 
known in ecumenical circles as a progressive, says he ran for the position 
"precisely to ensure that even within the relatively conservative constituency 
of the various churches, the National Council would at least be of some 
service to certain causes and projects that are related towards the 
transformation of our church and our society." 


Carino's four-year term spans a period in Philippine history that includes 
negotiations for the extension of the controversial agreement on US military 
bases and preparations for the next presidential elections. "It is part of 
the ecumenical task to propose ideas in such a way that the churches - as they 
are —- will find very difficult to ignore", Carino says. 


Among the ideas he notes are strong opposition to the emergence of vigilante 
groups, and the continuing refusal of the Philippine government to assert its 
sovereignty and independence vis-a-vis the US government. 


"It would be fatal, not only for the church, but also for Philippine society, 
if the churches withhold their criticism of this government", Carino remarked 
in an interview soon after his election. 


Carino, who takes over after La Verne Mercado, who served the NCCP for 14 
years, promises to pursue his predecessor's legacy - the stress on people's 
organizations and human-rights advocacy. 


In his valedictory, Mercado underscored that the NCCP "operates in the belief 
that the gospel is directed to the whole person and to the whole of life." He 
said the NCCP has been “undertaking a militant ministry of advocacy, a 
prophetic role by announcing the Good News of Jesus Christ, and at the same 
time denouncing that which is not in line with the Christian gospel." 


In other action, the council reiterated NCCP opposition to the continued 
presence of US military bases in the Philippines as a threat to peace and 
sovereignty of Filipinos. 


It urged members to boycott, within two years, no fewer than five products of 
transnational corporations, and so help Philippine-made products become more 
competitive. It referred to its Executive Committee resolutions to launch a 
massive education programme regarding tribal Filipinos, and Philippine 
participation in the international Ecumenical Decade in Solidarity with Women, 
which starts next Easter [EPS 87.01.36]. 


Even as it called for greater people's participation in society, the 
convention urged "democratization" of church structures to enable laypersons 
(including especially women and youth) to participate meaningfully in the 
church. Democratization, it said, would also include representatives of the 
social sector in church elective and appointive offices. 


The new general secretary used to be dean of the Philippine Christian 
University in Manila. He was general secretary of the World Student Christian 
Federation from 1973 to 1977. The NCCP includes Reformed, Baptist, 


Methodist, Lutheran, Anglican, Salvation Army, United, and Old Catholic 
(Philippine Independent) membership. [EPS] 


France: Pentecostals meet EPS 87.12.69 
CHALON-SUR-SAONE - Representatives of three Pentecostal denominations - the 
Apostolic Church, the Church of God, and the Revival Church - which belong to 
the Protestant Federation of France met here last month. The group suggested 
creation of a joint French Pentecostal publication. [EPS] 


Japan: fingerprinting changes proposed EPS 87.12.70 
TOKYO - The Japanese House of Representatives has approved a bill amending the 
country's controversial Alien Registration Law. Church and other groups have 
been expressing vigorous opposition to the law's current requirement that 
aliens be repeatedly fingerprinted [EPS 85.03.20,09.47; 86.06.52,08.58,10.43; 
87.05.52]. The amendment would make the finerprinting a one-time requirement 
when foreigners first register for residency. Other parts of the amendment, 
however, tighten restrictions on aliens, especially those refusing to be 
fingerprinted. As such, it is considered insufficient by many ethnic Koreans 
born in Japan, who make up about 80 percent of those affected by the ARL. 
[EPS] 


South Africa: police raid church council offices EPS 87.12.71 
JOHANNESBURG - Security police raided the offices of the South African Council 
of Churches (here, 3 December), the day after SACC General Secretary Frank 
Chikane denounced the South African government's "inhumane policy of detention 
without trial". Also the day before the raid, Chikane sent a message to South 
African church leaders and SACC overseas partners expressing concern about 
"the constant harassment and detention of SACC staff". [EPS] 


USA: United Church of Christ council endorses Shell boycott EPS 87.12.72 
TECHNY (Illinois) - Meeting here, the Executive Council of the United Church 
of Christ asked UCC members to "abstain from purchasing products produced or 
marketed by the Shell Oil companies" until they stop selling petroleum 
products in South Africa or investing in other firms operating there. The 
council also authorized a survey of the racial/ethnic/disabilities composition 
of UCC congregations. In a separate action, the directors of the UCC Office 
of Communication urged UCC congregations and agencies to publicize a 
government programme to help poor people afford telephone service. [EPS] 


Australia: ecumenical warning on prisons as dumping grounds EPS 87.12.73 
SYDNEY - The Commission for Church and Society of the Australian Council of 
Churches has warned of a grave risk that the country's prisons could become 
dumping grounds for society's problem young people. Together with agencies of 
Australia's principal denominations - Anglican, Roman Catholic, and Uniting - 
the ACC is currently preparing a document on the prison system in Austrlia for 
Social Justice Sunday next September. [EPS] 


Brazil: ecumenical study of Indian lands rebuts myths EPS 87.12.74 
SAO PAULO - According to AGEN church news agency (1 December), a _ study 
co-sponsored by the Ecumenical Centre for Documentation "dissolves a whole 
series of myths", including that the number of Indians is very small compared 
to the amount of land they claim, and that state reservations of land for 
Indians would be a barrier to progress, and especially to land reform. [EPS] 


Brazil: government report said to worsen church-state conflict EPS 87.12.75 
SAO PAULO - Latinamerica Press reports (3 December) that a recently surfaced 
report prepared by the Brazilian government National Security Council in 1986 
has "aggravated an already serious church-state conflict". The report says 
"progressive clergy" are responsible for conflicts over land reform and 
confrontations between Indians and non-Indians. The country's Roman Catholic 
bishops are said to favour "force, mass movements, rapid and racial changes". 
Luciano Mendes, president of the Roman Catholic bishops' conference, asked for 
an explanation from Brazilian President Jose Sarney, who, in a media 
statement, defended church action on behalf of indigenous peoples. [EPS] 


Cuba: visit of expelled priest seen as sign of improvement EPS 87.12.76 
HAVANA -— The Roman Catholic archbishop here, Jaime Ortega Alamino, says the 
visit last month of Eduardo Boza Masvidal, a bishop expelled from the country 
27 years ago for "counter-revolutionary" activities, is a sign of a marked 
improvement in church-state relations. During the visit, Boza Masvidal, who 
now lives in Venezuela, co-presided at a celebration of the eucharist with 
Ortega, and spoke out in defence of Cuban political prisoners. [EPS] 


Paraguay: church-state confrontation reported EPS 87.12.77 
ASUNCION —- Latinamerica Press reports (3 December) that church opposition to 
violence surrounding the campaign of the country's longtime ruler, Alfredo 
Stroessner, for re-election next February has "caused a major church-state 
confrontation". It also reports that the country's numerically-—dominant Roman 
Catholic church "has become a refuge for the political opposition, as well as 
the most outspoken critic of the strong-arm tactics of the 33-year Stroessner 
dictatorship." [EPS] 


France: ecumenical council gets go-ahead EPS 87.12.78 
PARIS —- Having received approval from the authorities of the main Christian 
traditions in France, an 18-member national ecumenical council is to be set 
up, perhaps as soon as the end of the year, with six members each under the 
auspices of the Protesant Federation, the conference of Roman Catholic 
bishops, and (jointly) the committee of Eastern Orthodox bishops and the 
Armenian Apostolic [Oriental Orthodox] community. [EPS] 


USA/USSR: Lutherans to lecture at Orthodox theological schools EPS 87.12.79 
NEW YORK - James Crumley, bishop of the Lutheran Church in America, and 
William Rusch, the LCA director of ecumenical relations, were to give an 
unprecedented series of lectures — on Lutheran theology, ecumenical relations, 
and Lutheran-Orthodox concerns - at Russian [Eastern] Orthodox theological 
schools in the Soviet Union this month. The lecturers are a fruit of earlier 
theological dialogues and visits involving the LCA and the Russian Orthodox 
Church. [EPS] 


Latin American Anglicans stress justice EPS 87.12.80 
SANTA CLARA (Panama) - The first Latin American Anglican Congress (here, 11-18 
November) challenged Anglicans around the world, and especially those in Latin 
America to "renew their efforts in mission and ministry, to be the voice of 
the voiceless, to struggle for peace and justice, and to serve anyone in the 
name of Christ." There were 166 delegates from most of the 30-or-so Anglican 
dioceses which cover Latin America, including their bishops. Delegates 
Proposed an annual Anglican day of prayer for Latin America, 12 November. 
They met in 20 workshops, with topics ranging from Anglican identity to 
liberation thoelogy to liturgy and family life. Among other things, delegates 
voiced concerns about the lack of biblical knowledge, lack of use of the 
Anglican prayer book, lack of understanding about the needs of young people, 
the impoverishment of Latin America and its increasing debt, the authoritarian 
attitude of some church leaders, fundamentalism in some parts of the church, 
the plight of the region's Indians, and urban and rural poor. [EPS] 


A Rockefeller returns two 15th-century icons to Russian people EPS 87.12.81 

WASHINGTON -—- Saying she wanted to return them to the Russian people, 
Blanchette Rockefeller formally gave two 15th-century icons to Soviet 
officials at a dinner at the Soviet embassy here last month. The icons, "Old 
Testament Trinity" and "Virgin and Child" were originally part of an 
iconostasis (altar Screen) of 25 icons that was in the cathedral in the city 
of Novgorod. Rockefeller purchased the icons in 1969 in London, but only 


discovered their connection with the iconostasis on a recent visit to a 
Novgorod museum. [EPS] 


Ratzinger clarifies controversial remark on Jews EPS 87.12 82 
ROME - Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger, head of the Vatican Congregation for the 
Doctrine of the Faith, has clarified his recent remarks about Judaism. His 
comments had been criticized as a retreat from Vatican positions on dialogue 
with Jews [EPS 87.12.16]. In a cover letter sent with the clarification, 
Johannes Cardinal Willebrands, head of the Vatican Secretariat for Promoting 
Christian Unity, says Ratzinger affirms that a Jew becoming a Christian 
"should never forget or lose his or her Jewish heritage." Ratzinger had spoken 
of the "reality of Jesus Christ, in which the faith of Abraham finds its 
fulfilment." Clarified, it is the "reality of Jesus Christ in whom, for us, 
the faith of Abraham finds its fulfilment." [EPS] 


Czechoslovakia: Vatican-government deadlock reported EPS 87.12.83 
PRAGUE - The British Roman Catholic weekly The Tablet says (28 November) 
Vatican and government continue deadlocked over appointments of bishops for 
the 10 (of 13) Czechoslovak Roman Catholic dioceses without them. The 
government has blocked appointments of Roman Catholic bishops since four were 
named in 1973. The Slovak communist party journal recently blamed the Vatican 
for the impasse "since it refuses all our proposals". It suggested an 
expression of Vatican "good will" would help the situation. An example of 
such good will, the magazine says, would be for the Vatican to withdraw its 
ban on the government-endorsed Pacem in Terris organization of priests. 
Vatican radio recently broadcast excerpts from a letter by 56 Czechoslovak 
Roman Catholics expressing regret that the UN included Pacem in Terris among 
its recently’ honoured "messengers of peace" [EPS 87.09.95]. The letter said 
Pacem in Terris simply "organises meetings and issues resolutions which 
flatter the government." Meanwhile, the external service of Radio Prague has 
a new weekly religious programme, "The Voice of Believers in Czechoslovakia". 
The first speaker was the chairman of Pacem in Terris. [EPS] 


USSR: Lithuanians urge Gorbachev to intervene in bishop's case EPS 87.12.84 
VILNIUS - A _ petition addressed to Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev and 
reportedly signed by 78,000 Lithuanians asked him to review the cases of a 
Roman Catholic bishop and three priests. According to the petition, the 
priests were imprisoned "for no other reason than that they spoke openly on 
negative aspects of life in our society, aspects which now, in the era of 
glasnost [openness], are being openly discussed in the media and among the 
people generally: that is, alcoholism, and discrmination against believers." 
The bishop, Julijonas Steponavicius has been in internal exile. [EPS] 


Nicaragua: government honours Moravian bishop EPS 87.12.85 
MANAGUA - During a three-hour worship service here, Nicaraguan President 
Daniel Ortega gave his country's Miguel Ramierez Goyena medal to Hedley 
Wilson, 92-year-old Moravian bishop, in recognition of the "truly Christian 
pastoral labour" he exercised. The medal is one of the country's highest 
honours. Interior Minister Tomas Borge praised Wilson and the Moravians for 
their work for peace, repatriation, and autonomy in the Atlantic coast area of 
the country, where Miskito Indians have fought the government in recent 
years. Andy Shogreen, superintendent of Moravian work in Nicaragua, said 
Ortega and Borge were the first high-ranking Nicaraguan government leaders to 
visit a Moravian church since Moravianism came to Nicaragua in the mid-1800s. 
[EPS] 


South Africa: Anglican bishops blast ‘blatant distortion’ EPS 87.12.86 
CAPE TOWN -— Bishops of the [Anglican] Church of the Province of Southern 
Africa have blasted "blatant distortion" in South African Broadcasting reports 
of the decision of the CPSA Standing Committee to accept a document from an 
ecumenical meeting last May in Lusaka. [EPS 87.05.37,63,68,69,70]. Desmond 
Tutu CPSA archbishop here, said "it's a lie to say we are encouraging 
violence." Duncan Buchanan, CPSA bishop in Johannesburg, said the implication 
of the reporting that the CPSA encourages "violence as a means of change in 
South Africa ... [is] an impression which is totally untrue." [EPS] 


Church-related coalition urges free food passage in Ethiopia EPS 87.12.87 
GENEVA -— Churches' Development Action for Africa, which groups two Roman 
Catholic organizations (CIDSE and Caritas Internationalis), the Lutheran World 
Federation and World Council of Churches, has appealed to all forces fighting 
in Ethiopia to allow free passage of food to several million people facing 
starvation in the Eritrea, Tigray, Wollo, and Gondar regions. [EPS] 


Lutheran World Federation urges support for Arias plan EPS 87.12.88 
GENEVA - In a letter to its members and national committees, the Lutheran 
World Fderation is urging them to support the Central American peace plan 
initiated by Costa Rican President Oscar Arias Sanchez, winner of this year's 
Nobel Peace Prize. [EPS] 


FRG: bikes, buses instead of cars suggested for pastors EPS 87.12.89 
TRAUNSTEIN - Pastors and other church workers should set an example by 


switching from cars to cycling and public transport according to the pastor 
who is the environmental officer for the Evangelical Church in Germany, which 
groups 18 United, Reformed, and Lutheran regional churches in the FRG (West 
Germany) and Berlin (West). He said it is a "disgrace" that church leaders 
must be "taught the meaning of a responsible lifestyle by outsiders". [EPS] 


Ukrainian RC archbishop appeals to Russian Orthodox EPS 87.12.90 
ROME - Last month, Myroslav Cardinal Lubachivsky, the leader of the Ukrainian 
Catholic Church, who lives here, offered "a hand of forgiveness, 
reconciliation, and love towards the Russian people and towards the Russian 
Orthodox patriarch in Moscow. ... Forgive us, as we forgive you." Speaking at 
the 40th anniversary celebrations of the founding of the Aid to the Church in 
Need relief organization, he said he hopes common devotion to Mary will help 
the two traditions “overcome obstacles on the way to unity". After World War 
II, Ukrainian Catholics in the Soviet Union were incorporated into the Russian 
Orthodox Church. Lubachivsky has lived in exile since 1938. [EPS] 


USSR Petition asks return of church buildings EPS 87.12.91 
MOSCOW -— A petition to the Soviet government dated 18 November reportedly 
circulating among Eastern Orthodox in the Soviet Union asks for the return to 
church use of several landmark cathedrals. The petition says its signers are 
"pleased to note the improvement in relations between the atheist government 
and Orthodox Christians. However, we feel that a certain remaining distrust 
of the authorities by believers can be dispelled only by the return to the 
church of all churches on the territory of the USSR" by next year, in the 
first instance the cathedrals. [EPS] 


Romania: small numbers, decline reported in seminary enrolments EPS 87.12.92 
CLUJ - UK-based Keston College reports that eight or 10 of 82 Reformed and 
Lutheran applicants for the United Theological Institute here were accepted. 
The college estimates that 50 seminarians would be necessary to maintain the 
level of pastors for those two communities. It also reports that fewer new 
Students are being accepted at the Eastern Orthodox seminary, in Sibiu, where 
enrolments were about 700 in the 1970s. [EPS] 


Irish Presbyterian clerk:RC archbishop well meaning, insensitive EPS 87.12.93 
BELFAST (Northern Ireland) - Ecumenical services of remembrance were held here 
and in Dublin and Derry last month for those who died in the Enniskillen IRA 
bombing earlier in the month. However, William Fleming, stated clerk of the 
Presbyterian Church in Ireland, described as "insensitive" an announcement by 
Tomas Cardinal 0 Fiaich, Roman Catholic archbishop of Armagh, that mass would 
be celebrated and prayers said for the repose of the souls of those who died. 
Fleming acknowledged 0 Fiaich's "kind intentions", but said that to “pray for 
the repose of the soul undermines the whole message of the assurance of the 
blessedness of the Christian in the afterlife." [EPS] 


: 
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Hungary: ‘new era’ seen for Lutherans EPS 87.12.94 
BUDAPEST -—- Speaking to a national meeting of pastors of the Lutheran Church in 
Hungary, Presiding Bishop Gyula Nagy said the denomination is on the threshold 
of a "new era". He promised there will be "frank" and "open" discussion about 
issues raised last year by a reform group in an open letter, "A Brotherly 
Word" [EPS 86.10.17]. He said "helpful and well intentioned criticism" is 
welcome, but warned against "mud-slinging and unjust criticism". [EPS] 


Switzerland: ecumenical appeal for freedom of information EPS 87.12.95 

BERNE — In a message for Human Rights Day (10 December), leaders of the three 
recognized church groupings in Switzerland - Old Catholic Bishop Hans Gerney, 
Roman Catholic Bishop Henry Schwery (president of the Conference of Swiss 
Roman Catholic bishops), and Reformed Pastor Henrich Rusterholz (president of 
the council of FEPS, the Reformed-Methodist federation), stressed the free 
exchange of ideas and opinions to foster human dignity and development. [EPS] 


France: Eastern Orthodox bishop answers questions, critics EPS 87.12.96 
PARIS — Germain Hardy, bishop of the Orthodox Catholic Diocese of France, part 
of the Romanian Orthodox Church which uses western worship forms, has released 
a 32-page commentary on a 1979 text by several French Eastern Orthodox 
theologians raising questions about his jurisdiction. The French Inter- 
[Eastern] Orthodox Bishops' Committee has said Hardy must respond to the 1979 
document before his admission to their group could even be considered. [EPS] 


Old Catholic, Eastern Orthodox theologians in accord on 26 texts EPS 87.12.97 

KAVALA (Greece) - At their final meeting, here, theologians taking part in the 
dialogue between Old Catholics and Eastern Orthodox expressed their unanimous 
view that the final versions of 26 documents in six areas they have produced 
since they began meeting in 1975 "reflect their respective doctrines". The 
texts cover such subjects at the Trinity, revelation, tradition, the books of 
the Bible, Christ, the church, salvation, sacraments, and the End Time. [EPS] 


Author of controversial critique of Runcie commits suicide EPS 87.12.98 
LONDON —- Gareth Bennett, priest and Oxford historian who wrote a controversial 
anonymous critique of Archbishop of Canterbury Robert Runcie and of the 
current state of Anglicanism in the new Crockford's Clerical Directory [EPS 
87.12.31] committed suicide (7 December). He had denied to friends that he 
wrote the article, but his identity was confirmed by the two Church of England 
officials who knew it, Derek Pattinson and James Shelley. Runcie called 
Bennett's death "a tragic waste of an unusually gifted man". Since 1985, the 
directory, founded in 1858, has been published by the Church of England, 
through the Church Commissioners and its Central Board of Finance. The Policy 
Sub-Committee of the Standing Committee of the English Anglican General Synod, 
said (10 December) that in "all ... respects" the two officials "acted 
strictly in accordance with precedent." It expressed "total confidence in the 
way these officers handled the whole matter." Another defence of Runcie came 
from the Moderator John Johansen-Berg and General Secretary David Staple of 
the Free Church Federal Council. They praised (11 December) his leadership in 
making Anglican-Free Church relationships "closer and happier than they have 
ever been". [EPS] 


USSR: Baptists discussing video production EPS 87.12.99 
MOSCOW —- European Baptist Press Service reports (10 December) that "Christian 
video production, until now a ‘forbidden fruit'" for the All-Union Council of 
Evangelical Christians-Baptists (AUCECB), is being discussed following the 
arrival of new video equipment last year. A modern video studio was recently 
completed in a Baptist church here. EBPS also reports that the AUCECB is 
entering the field of social ministries for the first time, including a fund 
to help orphans and abandoned children, and aid for projects in other 
countries, such as Angola and Nicaragua. [EPS] 


Poland: RC bishops denounce government's sex-—education booklet EPS 87.12.100 
GDANSK - On behalf of Poland's Roman Catholic bishops, Kazimierz Majdanski, 
bishop of Szczecin-Kamien, has denounced a government-produced, sex-—education 
booklet for students in secondary schools. The bishop says it encourages 
young people to experiment sexually in ways opposed to church teaching. [EPS] 


Canada: interfaith tv network gets government OK EPS 87.12.101 
TORONTO - The Canadian Radio and Telecommunications Commission has licensed 


Vision Television, a non-profit group making air time available for religious 
programs, and producing some of its own. It hopes to be on the air before the 
end of next year, its signal beamed by satellite to cable operators across 
Canada. At the outset, Vision plans 15 hours of programming a week. The CRTC 
decision follows six years of debate. [EPS] 


Ibero—American missions congress attracts 3000 EPS 87.12.102 
SAO PAULO (Brazil) - More than 3000 delegates from 25 "Ibero-American nations" 
(Latin America, Spain, Portugal), plus observers from 34 countries, were 
reported here last month for a week-long Ibero-American Missions Congress. In 
the wake of the congress, an evangelical group, Cooperation in Missions in 
Ibero-America, is to have offices here and in Quito (Ecuador) [EPS] 


Nigeria: president warns against religious zealotry EPS 87.12.103 
ABUJA - In an address here to traditional rulers, Nigerian President Ibrahim 
Babangida warned against religious zealotry which could threaten national 
stability. There have been Muslim-Christian clashes recently in the country 
[EPS 87.03.64,118; 04.23,29,60; 11.142]. [EPS] 


India: court petition filed seeking end to nuns' cloister EPS 87.12.104 
ELURU (Andhra Pradesh) - Two women's organizations and a unit of the Peoples’ 
Union for Civil Liberties, have filed court petitions seeking to force the 
government to take custody of nine cloistered Roman Catholic sisters at a 
convent here. (Cloistered sisters rarely leave their place of residence and 
prayer). Those bringing the case say cloistering is "an abhorrent crime". 
Church officals say cloistering is voluntary, and the suit is an attack on the 
“religious sentiments of the minority community". John Mulagada, Roman 
Catholic bishop for the area, says the women "are confined to a life of prayer 
for the peace and welfare of mankind." Sister Miriam, superior of the 
convent, says she and the other sisters realize "those who raised a hue and 
cry did so out of ignorance. And there was no malice." She says some 
journalists came looking for dungeons and underground cells at the convent. 
In a memo to N.T. Rama Rao, chief minister of Andhra Pradesh, the sisters say 
they have full freedom, and can vote in elections and visit relatives. [EPS] 


Vietnam: government opposes canonizations EPS 87.12.105 

HANOI — According to the Paris-based Churches of Asia news service, Vietnamese 
government officials have forbidden the country's Roman Catholic bishops to 
organize any celebrations to mark next June's scheduled canonizations of 117 
18th- and 19th-century Roman Catholic martyrs in Vietnam. According to the 
newS service, the government Says Vietnamese outside the country may use the 
occasion for anti-government propaganda. The bishops proposed that the 
government invite the pope to come here for the canonizations (formal 
declarations that the martyrs are saints). The government has also expressed 
unhappiness over the appointment of Philippe Tran Van Hoai, a bishop living in 
Rome, as spiritual leader for Vietnamese Roman Catholics living abroad. [EPS] 


Fortune magazine focuses on Vatican finances EPS 87.12.106 
NEW YORK - Fortune, a major US-based business magazine, devoted its 21 
December cover Story to the Vatican's financial situation. "Its bureaucracy 


is swollen, its image has been hurt by scandal, and it's Strapped for cash," 
according to the magazine. [EPS] 


Zambia: prime minister urges church support for Kaunda EPS 87.12.107 
SENANGA — Zambian Prime Minister Kebby Musokotwane has urged church leaders to 
encourage their followers to vote for Zambian President Kaunda in next year's 
general elections. Speaking here, Musokotwane said all leaders in the nation 
should urge their followers to endorse Kaunda's wide leadership which has 
brought peace and stability to the country. [EPS] 


Canada: ecumenical council considers legal action on refugees EPS 87.12.108 
TORONTO —- The Canadian Council of Churches, through its Inter-Church Committee 
for Refugees, is doing research for a possible court challenge to new 
government restrictions on refugees coming to Canada. [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘WCC Officers' Statement on the Washington Summit’ EPS 87.12.109 


This statement was released (14 December) by the four officers of the Central 
Committee of the World Council of Churches during their meeting in Geneva — 
Moderator Heinz-—Joachim Held, Vice-—Moderator Chrysostomos of Myra, 
Vice—-Moderator Sylvia Talbot, and General Secretary Emilio Castro. 


The World Council of Churches welcomes the historic accomplishments of the 
Washington Summit of the leaders of the USA and USSR. 


It congratulates President Reagan and General Secretary Gorbachev for 
manifesting a great sense of responsibility for the improvement of conditions 
for peace in the world. 


The agreement to eliminate intermediate nuclear forces and thus an entire 
class of nuclear weapons is a significant achievement especially with the 
elaborate system of verification which augurs well for further steps in 
nuclear disarmament. 


The initiative already taken for making proposals for reducing strategic 
nuclear weapons is reassuring. 


The WCC expresses gratitude for the initiative of President Reagan and General 
Secretary Gorbachev and also recognizes the efforts of the UN and its special 
agencies, churches and religious bodies, and the peace movements which have 
been active in urging disarmament. 


They will continue to press not only for further steps towards nuclear 
disarmament in Europe but also for the elimination of nuclear weapons and 
de-nuclearization in other parts of the world. 


Major powers including the USA and the USSR have considerable responsibility 
for «this. It is equally important to intensify all efforts for disarmament 
in the conventional field. 


We recognize that improving East/West relations will have profound 
implications for the developing regions of the world. Efforts for management 
of regional conflicts should not be at the expense of justice. 


The struggles for human dignity and justice in the third world have to be seen 
from the perspective of the oppressed. The WCC maintains that genuine peace 
can be achieved only through justice. 


The Washington Summit has shown that peace is possible. This season when 
Christians prepare for the celebration of the coming of the Prince of Peace 
should be an occasion for renewed commitment to the realization of peace on 
earth and goodwill to all people. [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘Common Statement by Middle East Church Leaders' EPS 87.12.110 
This is the full text of the statement reported as EPS 87.12.59. 


We render thanks to God the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit for the joy of 
spiritual communion that we were graced with from above as we met here in the 
holy monastery of Anba Bishoy in Egypt, on the occasion of the meeting of the 
executive committee of MECC (16-19 November 1987) upon the invitation and with 
the gracious hospitality of our sister Coptic Orthodox Church. 


It was the first time that heads of Eastern and Oriental Orthodox churches, 
members of the MECC, having our Holy Sees in the Middle East, we met together 
and reflected on our common task in the present day situation of the Middle 
East. 


While reflecting once more on the deeply rooted inner unity of faith existing 
among our two families of churches, we rejoice by realizing how much we have 
advanced in our rediscovery and in the growing consciousness among our people 
of that inner unity of faith in the Incarnate Lord. 


Attempts by theologians of both families aimed at overcoming these 
misunderstandings inherited from the past centuries of alienation towards one 
another have happily reached the same conclusion that fundamentally and 
essentially we on both sides have preserved the same faith in our Lord Jesus 
Christ in spite of diverse formulations and resulting controversies. 


Welcoming all such attempts made on international or regional levels, and 
focusing our attention particularly on the latter, namely the meetings held in 
Balamand, Lebanon (1972) and in Pendelli, Greece (1978), we affirm our 
togetherness in the true understanding of the person of Christ who being God 
of God, the only begotten Son of the Father became truly man, fully assumed 
our human nature without losing or diminishing or changing His divine nature. 


Being perfect God, he became perfect man without confusion, without separation. 


In the light of this conviction, we recommend that the official dialogue on 
both regional (Middle East) and international levels be pursued through common 
endeavours in the healthy process of clarifying and enhancing our commonness 
in faith and dispelling the misapprehensions of the past, thus preparing the 
way towards the full recovery of our communion. 


We urge our people to continue to deepen their consciousness of the deep 
communiality of faith and to relate to one another as brethren and sisters who 


share the same Gospel, the same faith and the same commission entrusted to 
them by their common Lord. 


Thanks be to God that ancient controversies and rivalries have given way to a 
new era of sincere and open dialogue and communal brotherhood. 


We pray that these most difficult and crucial times in the Middle East may 


Stimulate all of us to see more clearly the demand and the command of our Lord 


Jesus Christ so that we may be one according to His will (St John 10) and 
prayer (St John 17). 


19 November 1987 


[signed] Shenouda III, Partheneos III, Karekin II, Ignatius IV [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: ‘WCC General Secretary's Welcome to Dimitrios I' EPS 87.12.1111 


This is excerpted from the speech of welcome by World Council of Churches 
General Secretary Emilio Castro to Ecumenical Patriarch Dimitrios I, the 
"first among equals" in the Eastern Orthodox hierarchy. He visited the WCC 
11-13 December (EPS 87.11.120, 12.61). 


--- It really is a unique privilege for the World Council of Churches to have 
within it all the Orthodox churches. 


This has been possible because of the determination - we may well say the 
historic determination - of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, which as early as 
1920 called upon all the churches to establish a koinonia of all Christians, 
dedicated to the service of all humanity and to an undivided peace that would 
know no frontiers. 


In 1948 ... the Ecumenical Patriarchate was among the founders of the World 
Council of Churches. Since then your Holy Church has been carrying out a 
model ecumenical ministry, drawing other churches into the movement of unity, 
a unity built on the faith that the Church of Christ is a unique, indivisible 
unity and that Christ is Lord of all. 


The presence of Orthodoxy in this movement is at once real and symbolic. For 
your example has taught us that we are incomplete in our own universality when 
we live in alienation from the others. 


Our catholicity is diminished and incomplete so long as we remain shut up 
within our own individual or confessional walls. Division and aleniation 
prevent us from living out the full mystery of catholicity. 


The ecumenical movement has likewise taught us that all churches have a share 
of responsibility in the history of separation and schism. Being aware of 
this, we must therefore overturn the barriers which have broken up _ the 
universality of the church, and must look for immediate and long-term ways of 
common witness and service. 


Since we pray ‘for universal peace, for the well-being of the Holy Churches of 
God and for all to be one’ we ourselves must be constantly one. 


[Another] fact I should like to stress is the important role of Orthodoxy in 
the life of the World Council and in all ecumenical pursuits and dialogues. 
One of the things the ecumenical movement has learned is that there cannot be 
any universal church without Orthodoxy. 


The ecumenical movement has been showing an increasing interest in the 
tradition of the Orthodox churches, their ecclesiology and their spirituality 
as these have been lived out through a long and arduous history. 


But this interest is not merely historical and confessional in its scope. 
The Orthodox presence in the quest for the visible unity of all Christians is 
of itself full of ecumenical significance. 


For Orthodoxy brings with it the passion for the unity of the church of the 
first millennium, the liturgical dimension in the Christian life, the vision 
of a coherent, organic ecumenism, the sense that it is the Spirit of God who 
is himself guiding and leading us into the Kingdom of God. 


The doctrinal and liturgical tradition of Orthodoxy is the oldest and most 
authentic form of a tradition at once apostolic and ecumenical. Orthodoxy is 


a world of great riches. ... [EPS] 


ECUTEXT: 'Ecumenical Patriarch's Remarks on his WCC Visit' EPS 87,12,112 


This item is excerpted from the remarks of Ecumenical Patriarch Dimitrios I, 
the "first among equals” in the Eastern Orthodox hierarchy, on his visit to 
the World Council of Churches (EPS 87.11.120, 12.61). 


... The Ecumenical Patriarchate has been keen on the ecumenical idea right 
from the start, and has always considered it - like all related activities 
inspired by it - the most positive beginning and most helpful means for 
bringing the churches together, for achieving their coexistence, collaboration 
and common development, and for their common progress towards’ the 
accomplishment of their final, visible Christian union .... 


The World Council of Churches was founded some 40 years ago as a "Koinonia of 
Churches", in accordance with the original vision of the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate in 1920. Since then, and up to the present day, it has placed 
itself at the disposal of all the churches and denominations which confess 
Jesus Christ as God and Saviour, and which have responded to the call to 
visible unity in the world, to the glory of the Triune God. ... 


We can unreservedly say that the World Council of Churches enjoys due 
recognition and deep respect from us. Consequently we reiterate our 
conviction ... that the Orthodox presence in the council should be seen as a 
normal phenomenon, both indispensable and useful in many ways. 


The ecclesiological self-awareness of the Orthodox church means that it sees 
the longed-for unity of the churches as a gift in Christ, really present in 
Orthodoxy as it lives the reality of the one, holy, catholic, and apostolic 
church. For us, there is no doubt that this is the model to be used in the 
search for unity. 


We know that there have been genuine instances in the council where, 
repeatedly and from the very start, this point has been stressed. We also 
know, Mr General Secretary, that you ... have repeatedly spoken and worked 
closely for the increase of this Orthodox presence and witness in the 
council. We greatly appreciate your attitude and express our pleasure at it. 


At the same time we hope that, in the near future, as a result of your efforts 
and of appropriate decisions by the various instruments concerned, this 
Orthodox presence may, in helping to achieve the council's aims, grow ever 
Stronger and more representative in its personnel, in its potential and in the 
contributions it makes both theologically and in spirituality. ... 


The Ecumenical Patriarchate ... follows with great interest the initiatives 
taken ... by the council. Its Study programmes, theological and otherwise, 
and its various activities in very many fields of joint Christian witness and 
service, are truly most positive elements. 


In this, if in no other way, the hopeful reality is affirmed whereby, even if 
the desired full unity of the churches on a purely ecclesiological and 
theological level is not assured, it is nevertheless possible to act together 
in the service of modern man in the most pressing and urgent issues of his 
life. We feel that this in itself is an important victory for the ecumenism 
which we, as a church, are cultivating. ... 


We rejoice in the coexistence of this council's member churches under the same 
roof, as they search for the direct ways to unity granted by the Lord .... We 
also rejoice because, as Orthodox, we find beneath this roof the possiblity of 
witnessing to the faith and teaching we have received - a witness we consider 
and carry out as a humble service to the Lord's will. [EPS] 


= - i 
‘ 7 al a 

a 
a 7 Ze 7 ' 


‘ 
: 
pak. 


o 
Si 


7 

so 
on 
an 
- 

_ 

a aie 
a 


= 1 os > 
- 
: 
‘i 


‘ 
> 4 


--— 
7 
7 
7 7 
<0 
¥ 
J 
ape 


om hel 


7 


4 


ind 
oe Pa 
ee nae 
Pa ne 


et) 
ee * ¢ 
“pis ug: 

3 & 


OA Sores 


2 PS ew 
ae eget ae? ene 
el eS gS ee *> 
tee ae 
De Karena eg 
: 2 SS 


nat 


